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the creation of the world His invisible
attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being under-
stood through what has been made.”

Psalm 19:1-6 teaches that the disclosure
of God and His glory through creation is: (1)
constant, since creation is declaring its mes-
sage both day and night (vv 1-2), (2) visible
but not verbal, “There is no speech, nor are
there words; their voice is not heard” (v 3),
and (3) universal (vv 4-6). Other biblical
passages point to nature and its phenomena
as evidence for God’s attributes and activity
(Job 36:24-39:30, esp. 36:25; Ps 104:1-35; Isa
40:21-26; Acts 17:24-29).

CONSIDER THE WORLD AROUND US

The minuteness, vastness, grandeur, beauty,
variety and intricacy in creation point to a
Creator and Designer of stupendous power
and wisdom. We can join the Psalmist in
praise: “O LORD, our LORD how majestic is
Thy name in all the earth!” (Ps 8:9).

Second, human nature is another means of
general revelation and also a specific example
of God'’s revelation through creation. Both our
outer being and our inner being are fearfully
and wonderfully made (Ps 139:14 cf. 2 Cor
4:16). Human nature, though fallen, still testi-
fies to God's personality and creative wisdom
(Ps 139:13-18; Acts 17:29). Also, the specific
spiritual, rational, moral, social and creative
functions of humans are truths of general
revelation which support the special revelation
that “God created man in His own image” (Gen
1:27 ¢f 9:6; James 3:9).

Conscience is God’s keenest witness built
into human nature. Even where special revela-
tion is unknown to people, conscience com-
bines with the work of the Law written in their
hearts to witness to a moral God who is
supreme Lawgiver and Judge (Rom 2:14-15).

Third, God’s providence is also a main
means of general revelation, and history is
included as a subset of God'’s providential
control of the whole universe.

The context of Acts 14:8-18 and the teach-
ing of Matthew 5:45 “He causes His sun to
rise on the evil and good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous” show
that God’s providential goodness includes
unbelievers. God's revealed kindness then
has the salvatory purpose of leading people
to repentance (Rom 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9).

And what responsibilities do people have
toward general revelation? Basically these: to
acknowledge God (Rom 1:28), to honor Him
as God (v21), to give thanks (v 21) and to

worship and serve Him (v 25).

Sadly, humans have responded to general
revelation in a negative way. “They knew
God,” but “they did not honor Him as God,
or give thanks” (Rom 1:21). The witness of
general revelation is so dimmed and dis-
torted by people’s inherent sinfulness and
individual sins that they are left groping in
darkness (Rom 1:18-32; Acts 17:22-29, esp. v
27). Only the Spirit through the Gospel
message can convict and enlighten unbeliev-
ers so that they can repent and trust Christ
(Jn16:7-11; Acts 20:21; 1 Cor 12:3).*

God’s people have salvation and spiritual
illumination which gives them heightened
perception and appreciation of general revela-
tion (Jn 16:12-15; 1 Cor 2:9-16). “Therefore the
way to the works of God's hands leads always
by the way of the Cross. Here the windows are
opened and the Light shines forth. Here sym-
pathy is wakened for the world and here the
world is seen in God’s light.™

TRUTHS OF GENERAL REVELATION
Generalrevelation through creation, human
nature and providence presents certain basic
truths about God and man’s expected
response to Him. Scripture affirms this role of
general revelation though these basic truths
are more clearly taught in Scripture.

Since general revelation includes all cre-
ation, we can discover numerous detailed
truths that Scripture does not address directly
such as the atomic structure of matter.

The following principles can help us
discern and appreciate these more detailed
truths of general revelation.

First, remember that all truth is God’s
truth, whether found in the book of the Bible
or the book of nature (cf. Jn 17:17, “Thy word
is truth” and Phil 4:8, “whatever is true”).

Second, approach general revelation as a
spiritual child of God to realize that “this is
my Father’s world.” “The earth is the Lord’s
and all it contains, the world and those who
dwell in it,” (Ps 24:1). All other things being
equal, through biblical revelation, the
Spirit’s illumination and a Christian world
view, the believer is better equipped than the
unbeliever to evaluate alleged knowledge
from general revelation and avoid what is
falsely called knowledge (1 Tim 6:20). This
principle upholds rather than depreciates
the Christian development of academic
training, artistic abilities and other skills (cf.
Ex 28:3; Ez 7:10; Mk 6:3; Acts 18:3).

Third, recognize that God has given us
minds with which to reason so that we can

Remember that
all truth is
God’s truth,

whether found

in the book of
the Bible or the
book of nature.
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A Christian

once assured

me that God

would not
allow humans
fo go

to the moon.
He had neither

biblical war-
rant nor suffi-

cient reason for

this dogmatic
OpInion.

'Adapted from Erich Sauer, The
King of the Earth (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1962);°G. C. Berk-
ouwer, “General and Special
Divine Revelation,” in Revelation
and the Bible, ed. Carl F. H. Henry
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1958), *Millard .
Erickson, Christian Theology
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985); 'Cf.
Acts 13:48; 16:14; 17:30; 1 Cor
2:9-16;2 Cor 4:3-4; Eph 6:17;
‘Berkouwer; °Cf. Matt 22:31-32; 2
Cor 5:1-10; Phil 1:23; 1 Pet 2:11.
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learn truth in the natural realm. Our minds
function best for God when conformed to
the mind of Christ and His Word so that we
think our Creator’s thoughts after Him (Rom
12:2; 1 Cor 2:16; Col 3:16;: cf. Col 1:16-17).

Consider, for example, the health benefits
we receive through discovery and research in
the medical sciences because of God-given
reason to learn truth in the natural realm.

Fourth, carefully examine apparent truth
from general revelation beforeaccepting it as
realtruth “examine everything carefully; hold
fast to that which is good” (1 Thes 5:21). We
have God’s Word as our truthful standard
(Jn 17:17). Also, we have God-given reason
allied with “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16)
to help evaluate information that comes to
us from the natural realm.

Knowledge from general revelation such
as the physical law of gravity, the periodic
table of chemical elements, mathematical
equations, the laws of genetics, the sphericity
of the earth are either self-evident or so
strongly supported by reasonable evidence
that we can readily accept them as true.

However, we encounter difficulty with
certain scientific theories such as the theory of
macro-evolution which most scientists accept
based on evidenceinterpreted from a naturalis-
tic perspective. From a Christian perspective,
macro-evolution contradicts biblical evidence
for creation and lacks sufficient support from
available evidence to accept it as true.

In the social sciences we have the example
of B. F. Skinner, the famous behavioral psychol-
ogist who taught that man is simply a physical
and chemical process with no soul. For him, a
person’s death s just like an animal’s; all con-
scious existence ceases. Though Skinner’s
experiments provided valuable insight into
patterns of human behavior, his interpretations
contradict biblical teaching. (cf. Gen 2:7; Matt
22:37; Lk 16:19-31; Rev 6:9).°

Fifth, expect creation to reflect truth
about man since God created man in His
image (Gen 1:26-27). True knowledge about
our physical and psychological structure and
function can fill in the details of more gen-
eral truths in Scripture about our physical
and psychological being (cf. 2 Cor 4:16).
Again, the book by Dr. Paul Brand and Philip
Yancey, Fearfully and Wonderfully Made,
expands our knowledge of human anatomy
and the abilities of the body.

Sixth, suspend judgmentabout theories: (1)
thatare neither confirmed nor contradicted by
Scripture and (2) thatare not yet supported by
sufficient evidence to consider them definitely

true. Einstein’s general theory of relativity was
strongly questioned when first proposed, but
further evidence has supported it.

Some well-meaning Christians readily
swallow the latest theories from the physical
sciences, social sciences or other fields.
Today’s theories may soon prove false or
have so little truth that they become out-
moded and superseded by others.

On the other hand, beware of a guilt by
association complex. Some theories, not
entirely true, are not necessarily all false
either. The discerning Christian will resist
the temptation to throw the baby out with
the bath water. Discoveries made by non-
Christians or Christians may likewise be
used to the glory of God. Remember, all
truth is God’s truth.

Seventh, avoid clinging to ideas and
predictions that have no support from bibli-
cal revelation, general revelation or reason.
In the late 1950s, landing a man on the
moon was still only an idea and not a reality.
A Christian once assured me that God would
not allow humans to go to the moon. He had
neither biblical warrant nor sufficient reason
for this dogmatic opinion, and, if anything,
scriptural evidence leaned in the opposite
direction (Gen 1:26-27; 9:6: 11:6). Such
uninformed pronouncements bring unneces-
sary ridicule upon the Lord, His Word and
His people. Truth from general revelation is
intended to glorify God (Ps 19:1).

Eighth, remember that we can learn much
from general revelation; but only through
special revelation in Scripture do we see the
Gospel and learn of God'’s sacrificial love for us
in Christ (Jn 5:39; Rom 5:8; 2 Tim 3:15).

FUTURE OF GENERAL REVELATION
When God fulfills His promise of a new
heaven and a new earth, in which righteous-
ness dwells (2 Pet 3:13), then general revela-
tion and special revelation shall merge
without distinction. All believers will be in
God’s presence where God’s glory shines
brilliantly in the holy city, New Jerusalem
(Rev 21:23; 22:5). Then all of God’s creative
and redemptive works through Christ shall
be seen in the full revelatory light of divine
glory. Until then we see in a mirror dimly
and know in part (1 Cor 13:12). So let us
learn diligently from God'’s two books: the
book of Scripture and the book of nature. In
this way we will obey Psalm 90:12, “So
teach us to number our days, that we may
present to Thee a heart of wisdom.” 1



NEW [TESTAMENT
Principles

by Charles 6. Coleman

Il of us who attend Brethren assemblies would like to see
these assemblies united on a common ground of fellow-
ship. At present, there are unresolved differences which
prevent this from happening and which sometimes seem
to be driving us apart into separate groups. Most of these
differences concern assembly practices: the things assemblies do
or don’t do. I would like to shift the focus of attention from prac-
tices to principles. While it is true that practices are important,
principles are equally important. If we are assured that our as-
semblies still agree on a solid group of principles—and I believe
they do—we can deal with our differences more confidently.

Before we go further, let’s talk about the relationship
between principles and practices. Someone has said, “Princi-
ples are guideposts, practices are hitching posts.” Principles
are our basic convictions. Like guideposts they give us direc-
tion on our journey through life. Practices, like hitching posts,
mark points where we stop on this journey to deal with practi-
cal problems or circumstances.

Our principles are usually permanent, and they are not visible
to others. We may vary our practices as circumstances change.
But, if we are people of integrity, our practices will remain consis-
tent with our principles. Practices are visible to those around.

The Brethren movement was founded on the basis of New
Testament principles. One group of these principles relates to
fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith: the inspiration of
the Scriptures, the Trinity, the deity of Christ, His death, burial
and resurrection, salvation by faith, and so on. Other Bible-
believing churches share our belief in these fundamentals.

There is also a second group of New Testament principles—
those known as “church principles”—which we will consider in
more detail. They are the convictions which guided operations
of the first churches, those which were founded in apostolic
times. The Brethren are fully committed to putting these New
Testament church principles into practice. Most other evangeli-
cal bodies have not made this commitment.

What specifically are these New Testament church principles
as assemblies today understand them? Unfortunately, there is no
single, agreed-upon list. Because Brethren assemblies are
autonomous, each is responsible to study the Scriptures and to
discover and apply these principles for itself. There is no inter-
assembly mechanism for compiling and publishing them.

SERVICE GUIDELINES
Let’s tackle the problem from another angle. Some time ago,
three U.S. Brethren-related service organizations, Stewards
Foundation, Stewards Ministries and Interest Ministries created a
set of guidelines to help them distinguish Brethren assemblies

We may vary

from churches of other types. our pri actices as
These guidelines are oriented ’

toward practices, rather than circumstances
principles, but we can use them .

as a starting point. Since their chan €. But, gf
creation, the guidelines have

been widely circulated and are weare pe Ople O_f

generally accepted by North
American assemblies. They
serve as the basis on which

integrity, our

each new congregation is listed practices will

in the assembly address book. . .

These guidelines are: remain consistent
1. The church recognizes . ..

and gives opportunity for the ~ WI th our pn”lClpleS.

manifesting of the priesthood
of all believers with no clergy/laity division.

2. The church is committed to the concept of a plurality of
leadership, usually demonstrated by a group of elders with equal
authority who lead as shepherds under the headship of Christ.

3. The church is independent of any controlling organiza-
tion or other affiliation, is autonomous in its government,
and is in fellowship with other brethren assemblies.

4. The church remembers the Lord in the weekly celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The church has a statement of faith consistent with the
Stewards Foundation/ Stewards Ministries/Interest Min-
istries statement of faith.

FROM GUIDELINES TO PRINCIPLES
From these guidelines, we can work backward to identify the
principles on which they are based. I have gone through this
exercise and found seven principles which I believe underlie
the guidelines. They are:

1. THE PRINCIPLE OF PRIESTHOOD: The principle that all be-
lievers are priests with direct access to God. From guideline 1.

2. THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY: The principle that class distinc-
tions have no place among Christians and should be eliminated,
including clergy/laity distinctions. From guideline 1.

3. THE PRINCIPLE OF PLURAL LEADERSHIP: The principle that
each assembly should be guided by a group of spiritually
mature persons, normally biblical elders with equal authority.
From guideline 2.

4. THE PRINCIPLE OF AUTONOMY: The principle that local
churches should be autonomous in government and indepen-
dent of outside human authority or affiliation. From guideline 3.

5. THE PRINCIPLE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY: The principle that all
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believers are members of the
body of Christ and that there
should be no man-made barri-

We can enjoy

Llnlly without ers to fellowship. (Note that
L the guideline calls only for
lnSlStlng on fellowship among Brethren

L. assemblies. However, by
llnanlmlty. extension it supports the

scriptural concept of fellow-
ship among all believers.) From guideline 3.

6. THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CENTRALITY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER:
The principle that the Lord’s Supper should be given a central
place in assembly worship and observed frequently. The
emphasis given this ordinance in the New Testament suggests
weekly observance. From guideline 4.

7. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOUND DoCTRINE: The principle that
each assembly should adhere to a solidly evangelical state-
ment of faith. From guideline 5.

What can we say about these principles? All seven are clearly
supportable from Scripture. Moreover, since the service guide-
lines from which we derived them are common in North Ameri-
can assemblies, it seems reasonable to assume that the principles
themselves are also held by these assemblies.

Do they provide an adequate base on which North American
assemblies can unite? Any judgment on this point must neces-
sarily be subjective. Personally, I believe these seven principles
are sufficiently comprehensive and definitive of the Brethren
movement to serve this purpose. In any case, if the process of
deriving them has been accurate, they tell us where our assem-
blies are at the present time.

DEALING WITH DIFFERENCES
Let’s take a look at some of the issues on which assemblies
differ. Many of these subjects are important. They include such
matters as the interpretation of prophetic Scriptures, divorce
and remarriage, women'’s head covering, the public role of
women in the church. No doubt my readers can name others.

Without discounting the significance of these matters, it is
worth notingthat none of them involves the fundamentals of the
faith, and that differences about them are not new. These differ-
ences have been with us for generations, some since the time of the
early church fathers.

In a February 1988 INTEREST article entitled “Fundamentals
and Secondary Issues,” William MacDonald called matters such
as those listed above: “Subjects that are not fundamental but are
nonetheless important.” He wrote, “The problem is that Chris-
tians hold differing views on these matters. While there is only
one right interpretation, believers do not agree as to what that
interpretation is. Great and godly men do not see eye to eye.”

MacDonald suggested that Christians make certain of their
own beliefs on these issues, and exercise tolerance with respect to
the views of others.

Some forty years earlier, across the Atlantic, Dr. Stephen
Short gave similar advice to a conference of assembly leaders.
His remarks concerned only one of these thorny issues, but, in
my view, could be equally applied to others. He said, “The
evidence is not all one-sided, there is no cast-iron case one way
or another....My own recommendation therefore is this: that
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each church should be left by other churches, and indeed by
visiting preachers, in complete freedom to make their decision
before God, and in the light of what they honestly believe the
Scripture to teach, as to the practice they propose to follow.™

As members of the Brethren movement, we can enjoy unity
without insisting on unanimity. We can recognize this sort of
interpretive difference as evidence of the spirit of free inquiry
which has been traditional among Brethren. Of this spirit F. .
Bruce wrote, “Itis part of our heritage [as Brethren] that we are
encouraged to study the Bible for ourselves and reach our own
conclusions about its teaching, without undue deference to one
particular school of thought.™

In addition to differences in Scripture interpretation,
assemblies often have divergent views on things about which
Scripture is silent. These may include types of music used in
assembly services, order of meetings, and the use of resident

full time workers. On such matters, of course, each assembly
should have full liberty.

WRAPPING IT UP
Like other old-timers, I remember when most assemblies
conducted their breaking of bread services in the same way,
sung the same hymns, and had nearly the same schedule of
meetings. The result was that one could visit a strange assem-
bly and feel instantly comfortable. While those days are gone,
I believe assembly fellowship based on common principles
need not disappear.

I have listed below a few tentative suggestions as to how
we might encourage a spirit of fellowship and unity among
our assemblies in these confusing times. They are:

* That we agree to seek a common ground of fellowship on
the basis of principles, not practices.

* That as an initial step, we accept informally the seven prin-
ciples listed in this paper as a basis for practical inter-assem-
bly fellowship.

* That we support with prayer and fellowship the assemblies
which accept these principles, even if we are not entirely
comfortable with some of their practices.

* That we encourage free discussion of our differences, with
the expectation that exchanging views in a spirit of grace will
help us to understand the reasons for these differences, and
may in some cases help to resolve them.

In a few years, if the Lord has not come, our assemblies,
along with the rest of the world, will be tumbled, ready or
not, into the third millennium. New cultural and technologi-
cal changes will provide a special challenge for all evangelical
Christians including Brethren assemblies.

If we are to do our part in meeting this challenge, we must
begin now to forge a spirit of renewed unity and mutual support.
If we are successful in this effort, our assemblies can be an effec-
tive witness for Christ in the world of 2000 A.D. and beyond. 1

Charles Coleman is a commended worker living in Bowie, Maryland. For many
years he was the endorsing agent for brethren chaplains serving in the military.

'Short, Stephen, The New Testament Church in 1955. Report of Conference of
Brethren held at “High Leigh,” Rushden, England: Stanley Hunt (Printer)
Ltd.;Bruce, F.F., 1993, In Retrospect, Grand Rapids, MI; Baker.



recently had to use a computer that did

not have a modem attached. It was like

using a car that didn’t have tires. Every-

thing works, but you can’t go anywhere.

Modems open the world to your com-
puter. If you have a computer, but you don’t
have a modem you are missing out on much
of your computer’s potential. A modem will
allow you access to other people via online
services, the Internet and e-mail.

There are two main ways to get “online.”
The first is to use an online service. There are
four major online services: America Online,
CompuServe, Prodigy and Microsoft Network.
(They are listed in order of the number of
users.) All of these provideaccess to the Inter-
net as well as to content that is unique to that
service. America Online has the largest Chris-
tian area (Keyword: Christianity or <><). Chris-
tianity Today and all its affiliated magazines are
available on America Online, along with other
Christian magazines. There are chat areas
where you can talk to other Christians and
message boards where you can post letters to
lots of people at one time. CompuServe also has
alarge Christian area called Christian Interac-
tive Network (Go CIN). There are forums here
for people who homeschool as well as areas for
Christian companies to keep us informed about
their services and products. Prodigy and MSN
are still playing the catch up game for most
content,includingChristian content.

Prodigy has been known for having the
best Internet access. America Online’s is the
most tightly integrated, but AOL's Web
browser is lacking. (This will be changing
shortly with the announcement that AOL
will be shipping Microsoft’s Internet
Explorer as part of their package. You will
also be able to download Netscape to use
with AOL shortly.) CompuServe has been
shipping Spry’s Mosaic with their program
for Internet access. They are still working on
integrating it into their WinCIM program
better. Microsoft has good Internet access
using their Internet Explorer. These services
cost between $4.95 and $9.95 per month for
basic access. You typically get a certain num-
ber of hours online and pay extra per hour
beyond your free time.

The second way to get online s through an
Internet provider. Most towns have at least
one local Internet provider. If your town
doesn't, there are companies that provide
access across the nation. Pick up any magazine
that has Internet in the title and you will find a
dozen ads for such companies. There are
several companies run by Christians (some are

Internet 101

MODEMS
and ONLINE
SERVICES

“assembly” people) that offer Internet access.
When you sign on with an Internet provider
they typically give you a basic set of software
for getting on the Internet as part of your sign
up fee. The two best Web browsers are
Netscape and Microsoft Internet Explorer.
Internet providers typically charge from $5 for
10 to 15 hours free to $200 for unlimited usage
per month. This is starting to change. I
recently heard that AT&T is offering unlimited
access for $20 per month. Going through an
Internet provider is typically more compli-
cated to set up than using an online service.

Both of these ways will give you an e-mail
address. Examples from the various services are:

CoMPUSERVE: 72570,1330 (within Com-
puServe), 72570.1330@compuserve.com
(for Internet)

AMERICAONLINE: JimVanDuze (within
AOL), JimVanDuze@aol.com (for Internet)

MICROSOFT NETWORK: Jim_VanDuzer
(within MSN), Jim_VanDuzer@msn.com
(for Internet)

DIRECT INTERNET: jvanduze@inav.net

Using the “for Internet” address will allow
you to communicate with friends across ser-
vice providers. For example, if T only used
CompuServe | could still send e-mail to some-
one on AOL just by adding the @aol.com
attached to their screen name.

The thrill of e-mail is being able to com-
municate instantly with anyone (say, over-
seas missionaries) at the click of a computer
key. No envelopes, no stamps, no trips to the
post office and your mail arrives in seconds.

BuyinG Tip: If you are about to buy a
modem, make sure you get one that is at
least a 14,400 baud. If you can afford the
extra $50-$100 get a 28,800 baud modem.
The higher the “baud rate” the faster the
modem. 1

by Jim VanDuzer
jimvanduze@aol.com

Ifyou have a
computer, but
you don't have
a modem you
are missing out
on much of
your computer’s
potential.
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mNOTICEs EASTERN CANADA

WESTERN CANADA

100% INVOLVEMENT

t has been an encouraging year at
lBethany Christian Assembly in Rich-

mond, British Columbia. A year ago we
committed ourselves to developing
healthy mid-week groups for discipleship
and spiritual growth. From a beginning
with one group, there are now five groups
with 75 percent of our people involved.
This year we have set a goal of 100 per-
cent involvement.

A significant number of seekers have
been part of these groups. As a result we
expect to baptize six very soon. Each of
these came initially as unbelievers or as
people who had previously made a pro-
fession of belief but never seriously pur-
sued the reality of Christ in their lives. We
are delighted to see what God is doing in
these groups.

Pray that God will add new and estab-
lished believers to our church family.
Three years ago we began with twelve
people, now attendance on a Sunday
morning is from 45 to 70.

Grant and Carol Galpin,
British Columbia

HELPING STREET PEOPLE

or five years we directed the men’s
Fwork at the Winnipeg rescue mis-

sion. We realized that this approach
does not work for many people who
have been through programs and treat-
ment centers.

In 1991 we
started a ministry to
street people. For-
ward House offers a
home to men who
want to start a new
life, re-establish
access to their chil-
dren and family. The
program is different
for each person. We network programs
that are already available, alcohol aware-
ness, life skills, etc. We teach Bible studies
and a Christ-centered 12-step class.

Until now we have had two houses,
totalling 13 beds. A third house is
expected to be ready in July.

Ed and Jo-Anne Mullis,
Manitoba

Ed and Jo-Anne Mullis

IO INTEREST MAY 1996

10,000 Books
e have been pleased to see the Lord
WUse the printed materials of Every-
day Publications. This year started
off with more than 10,000 books being
shipped to various parts of the world.
Many were sent free of charge to com-
mended missionaries working in third
world countries. Our prayer is that the
Lord might use these for the encourage-
ment and edification of His people in
less privileged parts of the world.
William and Della Letkeman,
Ontario

CUBAN ASSEMBLIES

fter leaving Cuba a number of years
Aago, we have been able to visit some

six other Spanish-speaking coun-
tries where missionaries carry on a
similar work as we did.

Cuba and the assemblies there have
been much blessed in recent times and a
number of new assemblies have been
raised up. They have liberty now to buy
buildings (with U.S. dollars) and convert
them into assembly halls. Conversions
have multiplied and conferences held in
three different areas of the country num-
ber 300 to 400 in attendance. Visits with
them are most encouraging and their
enthusiasm is contagious.

David and Agnes Adams,
Ontario

As THE LORD LEADS
ver the past couple years the Lord
Ohas led usinto a new and broader
ministry than exclusively with the

Steven and Gail Faulkner, Benjamin, Laura,
Jessica, Megan, Thomas, Kyla

Brethren. Because of His leading we
have requested that our commendation
be ended effective as of this writing. We
thank God for all who have been part
of the work of God in our life and min-
istry. We will continue to minister
whole time as the Lord leads.

Steven and Gail Faulkner,

Ontario

WESTERN U_.S_A.

PRESSURES WITHOUT AND WITHIN

e continue to serve the Lord at
Wlmmanuel Mission on the Navajo

Indian Reservation in Arizona. [ am
administrator of the Christian school
with about 80 students in grades K -12.
Several have trusted the Lord this year,
one other student was baptized.

Navajo young people find it very
difficult to maintain a strong testimony
due to peer pressure to drink and fam-
ily pressure to attend traditional cere-
monies. Several Christian students are
being discipled by staff to try to
strengthen them.

We anticipate needing more staff for
next school year. A teaching certificate
is not required, but some college credit
is preferable.

John and Ruth Bloom,
Arizona

John and Ruth Bloom

Hawair Conpo

Christian-owned condo is available
Ain Kihei, Maui (Hawaii), Kamaole

Beach. Completely furnished, sleeps
four. Large pool, excellent restaurants,
golf, tennis, shopping, water sports
activities nearby. Call (California) (800)
484-9829, Security Code Maui (6284).



A PAcCkeD NEw BUILDING
he meeting here continues to see
Tencouragement with new visitors
each week. The night of our Christ-
mas Outreach to the community, the
building was packed with an overflow
crowd of just under 300 people. Our
location gives us high visibility and
there is commercial and residential
growth all around. After five years of
meeting in a day care, we are thankful
for God’s provision of this building.
Venture and Darlene Coy,
Idaho

CENTRAL U.S_A.

WORKING AND PRAYING
hings are moving along here. We are
Tstill working to complete the con-
struction of the new building. The
Lord is bringing us into contact with
new people on a regular basis and we
are praying that He will add many to
our church in this coming year.
Jim and Shirley Iverson,
Towa

SOUTHERN U.S_A.

EXPANSION AT PITTSBORO
CHRISTIAN VILLAGE

ebruary 24 marked a day in history
Ffor the folk at Pittsboro Christian

Village. A ground breaking was held
for the new Assisted Living Wing
which will be builtthis summer. The
theme of the program was “Praising
God for Past and Future.” President
Reggie Edwards spoke of how God has
met the needs of the ministry over the
past 40 years and we depend on Him to
meet the needs in the future.

Funds have been coming in to help

with the cost of the new $400,000 wing.
This will also open additional opportu-
nities for service in nursing and food
service. Inquiries can be sent to W. D.
Dewhurst, P.O. Box 518, Pittsboro, NC
27312 or (919) 542-3151.

AT-Risk YouTH

e have been busy with Sunday
WSchool classes, mentoring At-risk

youths and tutoring some youths
on Thursday evenings. On Martin
Luther King’s birthday I was guest
speaker at an area Baptist church.
What a great opportunity to preach the
Good News to many.

Our newly elected sheriff, the first
black sheriff in Pike County, asked us
to help establish a G.E.D. program in
the local jail. We are busy writing pro-
cedures and teaching guidelines and
sorting book sets.

During February [ was inspired to
teach on “Searching for Blacks in the
Bible,” and “History: God’s Style” on
the Exodus Broadcast. Many encourag-
ing comments and calls were received
for the information shared.

Nathan and Regina Johnson,
Mississippi

ADDRESSES

BRIAN AND KRISTINE ANDERSON
Bair Lake Bible Camp, 12500 Prang
Road, Jones, MI 49061

FrANCOIS AND LOUISE FRECHETTE
1302 Chemin Belair Ouest, St-Jean
Chrysostome, PQ G6Z 2L2;

(418) 839-3311

PETER AND CHARLENE SANTUCCI
7 - 4335 W. 10th Ave., Vancouver, BC
V6R 2H6; (604) 228-9769

REG AND JOANNE SN YDER
22A - 190 Lester St., Waterloo, ON N2L
3W4; (519) 746-0354

Groundbreaking at Pittsboro Christian Village

CHURCH LISTINGS

BrownNs HiLL BiBLE CHAPEL
¢/o David Murison, 913 Stevendale
Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15221;

(412) 271-0958

CHURCH OF THE OPEN DOOR

arasota, Florida, meets in homes. For
Sinformation call Brian Chase (941)

922-1803 or Dr. Charles Nixon,
(941) 924-0802.

QUEENSDALE BIBLE CHAPEL
eets in Comley School, 771
MLimeridge Rd. E., Hamilton; (905)
383-0700. Mailing address: Box
79505 Gagemount P.O., 712 Mohawk
Rd. E., Hamilton, ON L8T 5A2 (Correc-
tion to February listing).

CONFERENCES

LADIES MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE

he New England Ladies Missionary
TConference will be held May 4 at

Buttonwoods Bible Chapel, 311
Buttonwoods Ave., Warwick, RI, 9:30
to 4 p.m. Speakers: Darlene Fizer, Nita
Papworth, Joyce Anna, Sheela Dan-
deker. For further information contact
Joan Shaw (401) 246-1192 or Frances
Gardner (401) 739-2556.

OKANAGAN VALLEY
CONFERENCE
he Okanagan Valley Conference will
Tbe held May 1719 at Morning Star
Bible Camp, Westbank, BC. Speaker:
Jean Gibson and music by Garry
Bresch Trio. Call (604) 762-0222

MissioNs CONFERENCE
ourth annual Missions Conference
Fat Hillside Bible Chapel in Orillia,
Ontario, May 19, 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Speakers: Ron Pearce, Don Brooks,
Robert Harris and Claude Loney.
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m NOTIC Es know Christ and built up in him.

MEMORIAL DAy
CONFERENCE

eadow Ridge Bible Chapel, West
MFargo, North Dakota, will hold

their 1996 Memorial Day Weekend
Bible Conference May 24-27. Stephen
Hulshizer and Steve Price will be the
speakers. Contact: Myron and Kathy
Martinson, RR 2, Box 197, Moorhead,
MN 56560; (218) 233-9790.

SKYLAND B1BLE CONFERENCE

he 40th annual Skyland Bible Con-
Tference will be held June 29 to July 5

at Covenant College, Lookout
Mountain, Georgia. Speakers: Tom
Taylor and James Cochrane. Nursery,
children’s meetings and activities for all
ages. For registration write to John and
Tina Taylor, P.O. Box 754, Jamestown,
NC 27282 (910) 454-4927.

INT. CHRISTIAN VISUAL MEDIA
Assoc. CONVENTION
conference for Christian video
Aproducers/users; July 9-12 at Inn at
the Park Hotel, Anaheim, CA. For
attendance or exhibitor information
call Paul Marks (303) 694-4286.

WORKERS AND ELDERS
CONFERENCE

alos Hills (Illinois) Christian Assem-
Pbly will host the Workers and Elders

Conference, October 8-10. Elliot Van
Ryn will lead a daily Bible study. Other
speakers include Arthur Auld, Ken
Hampton, David MacLeod and Steven
Thompson. For reservations contact
John McKillop, 10005 Westmanor Dr.,
Franklin Park, IL 60131-3129 (708)
455-7595.

COMMENDATIONS

ROBERT AND RUTH DANIELS
After serious prayer and discussion the
elders of Bridgeway Community
Church in Carol Stream, Illinois, have
commended Robert Daniels as Pastor
of Creative Comunication. His desire is
to utilize his gifts and heart to propa-
gate Christ’s kingdom in the Carol
Stream area. We trust that together we
will see many more people come to
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Rob and Ruthie have two children,
Josiah and Jonah.

RAY AND CAROL JONES
hristians at Wallenstein (Ont) Bible
CChapel have commended Ray and
Carol Jones to a continuation of their
ministry with New Tribes Mission and
in itinerant public teaching.

Ray and Carol have been serving for a
number of years with New Tribes Mis-
sion at the training centre in Durham
and are in happy fellowship at Wallen-
stein. Ray is frequently invited to preach
and teach in various local churches
throughout Southern Ontario. We
believe God has given him the gift of
communicating spiritual truth.

ED AND Jo-ANNE MuULLIS
Christians at The Maples Community

Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, have

commended Ed and Jo-Anne Mullis
to the Lord’s work with Forward House
and Ed to the work at the Winnipeg
International Airport.

In 1991 the Mullises opened their
home to eight men. These men are
referred to them by organizations such as
Union Gospel Mission, Addictions Foun-
dation, Headingly Jail and Stoney Moun-
tain Penitentiary. Biblical guidance is
given along with life skill development.
The Gospel is cleariy presented by word
and deed in this context.

Ed has recently been appointed
Senior Airport Chaplain at the Winnipeg
International Airport. This is a faith
ministry whereby Ed provides consulta-
tion to passengers and some of the 4000
staff who work in the complex.

We believe the Lord has called the
Mullises to these ministries; their gifts are
suited to each of these ministry areas.

PETER AND CHARLENE SANTUCCI

he elders at Granville Chapel, Van-
Tcouver, British Columbia, have com-

mended Peter and Charlene Santucci.
The Santuccis are engaged in a ministry
to young people and have also provided
support, guidance and teaching to the
Granville Teens outreach.

Apart from the work at the Chapel,
they have directed a Training in Chris-
tian Living program at Lakeside Bible

Camp. Both have a good grasp of the
Scriptures and are good role models.

REG AND JOANNE SNYDER

hristians at Lakeshore Bible Chapel,
CWaterloo, Ontario, have

commended Reg and Joanne Snyder
to the work of the Lord at International
Teams of Canada. Reg is an accountant
and has been working in that capacity
at the IT Canadian office since 1994.
Joanne has also served in the office in
various capacities. We believe the Sny-
ders are providing a valuable contribu-
tion to the overall missions ministry of
International Teams of Canada.

FOREIGN

MICHELLE (SHELLY) JOHNSON

he saints at Greenwood Hills Assem-
Tbly in Fayetteville, Pennsylvania,

commend Michelle Johnson to the
work of the Lord in the Philippine
Islands where she will be laboring with
her husband, Dr. David Johnson.

Shelly has served on the staff of
Greenwood Hills Bible Conference the
past few years and has demonstrated
her love for the Lord and her desire to
serve Him.

KEN AND DEBBIE MARTIN
hristians at Wallenstein (Ontario)
CBible Chapel have commended Ken
and Debbie Martin to the work of
the Lord in foreign missions. The Sny-
ders have attended New Tribes Mission
Training Institute in Durham, Ontario,
and the Mission School of Linguistics
in Missouri. Throughout their training
period, the Lord led them to consider
Guinea, West Africa. Initially they will
be studying French, the official lan-
guage of Guinea, but hope to get
involved in construction projects.

EDWARD AND TECKLA SMIETANSKI
fter serious prayer and discussion
Athe elders of Bridgeway Community

Church, Carol Stream, Illinois, have
commended Ed and Teckla to mission-
ary service. The Smietanskis hope to
serve with a Christian publishing min-
istry in Belgium.

Pray for the Smietanski family as

they use their gifts for His kingdom.



MISC. CHANGES

JOSEPH JEREMIAH
hristians at The Washington (D.C.)
CChristian Assembly have added their
commendation to that of Colmar

Manor (MD) Assembly for brother
Joseph Jeremiah. Mr. Jeremiah is now
in fellowship in the Washington assem-
bly but helps out at Colmar Manor in
weekly Bible studies. He is also engaged
in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry.

CHRIS AND BECKY HOWARD
ridgeway Community Church has
Bwithdrawn the commendation of

Christopher and Rebecca Howard.

MONTE AND MARGARET
McGisBON

he Christians of Bancroft (Ontario)
TBible Chapel have withdrawn the

commendation of Monte and Mar-
garet McGibbon as they have moved
into a self supporting ministry, after
many years of unselfish service. They
are active in happy fellowship in the
assembly.

WITH THE LORD

GARLAND T. FESCHE
arland T. Fesche of Longport, New
Gjersey, went to be with the Lord on
February 16. She and her husband,
Edwin Fesche, spent many years in pio-
neer work. She spent the last two years at
the Longport Home for the Aged.

MRs. GENEVIEVE A. RODGERS
rs. Genevieve A. Rodgers of Cedar
MRapids, lowa, went to be with the
Lord on February 15. In 1925 she
married Willard Rodgers and together
they served the Lord until his homecall
in January 1994.

ALEXANDER WILSON

lexander Wilson went to be with the
ALord on January 15. He was com-

mended to the Lord’s work in 1934
by Fourth Street Gospel Hall in North
Vancouver, British Columbia, and
spent his years in Gospel preaching
and assembly ministry in the western
provinces of Canada and in Washing-
ton state. 1

K731 WINDOW

NORTH AMERICA o The Worldwide Church of

God continues to emerge from theological isolation-

ism toward mainstream Christianity. “Skepticism

about the WCG’s transformation was understand-

able,” WCG President, Joseph Tkach said. Founder

Herbert W. Armstrong insisted his was the true church, -
while teaching doctrines that contradicted historic Christian-

ity. “We called other churches children of the devil,” Tkach said. B
“We completely repent of that.” WCG doctrine began to change after
Armstrong’s death. They now teach the doctrines of the Trinity and salvation
by grace through faith, but certain distinctives are maintained.

e America is headed for anarchy or revival in five to ten years, researcher George Barna
predicted during a Feb. 19 seminar in Nashville, TN. The church hasn’t prevented a mas-
sive moral or ethical decline in America, he said. Despite the growth of some churches,
there has been no increase overall in people becoming Christians. Although 82% of Ameri-
cans call themselves Christians, only 37% attend services in a given week, the Barna Re-
search Groupsaid. The survey showed that 31% of baby boomers, those ages 31-50, had
attended churchin the pastseven days. The figure was 50% in 1981. Among the baby bus-
ter generation, those 18-30, 34% can be found at a worship service on a typical weekend.

@ Black churches targeted to burn. In scenes reminiscent of the civil rights strug-
gles of decades past, more than 20 churches in southern states have recently been
set ablaze. For Christians, this is not just a racially-motivated act but an attack
against the church of Jesus Christ. We condemn this injustice toward our brothers
and sisters in the faith and have communicated to the Justice Department that the
perpetrators of these crimes must be found and stopped. (National Association of
Evangelicals, Washington INSIGHT, April 1996.)

@ The New Erabankruptcy case appears to be headed for a settlement. During a March
6 meeting in Philadelphia, representatives of many Christian and secular nonprofit
groups involved agreed in principle on terms of a negotiated agreement. This would
include a substantial return of net monetary gains by some charities to cover losses that
others suffered when The Foundation for New Era Philosophy collapsed last May.

INDONESIA e Six months ago, Mission Aviation Fellowship contacted the
Tukeni tribe in Irian Jaya, which never had heard the Gospel. Since then, evangelists
have visited and about 20 Tukenis became Christians, MAF said.

AUSTRALIA e More than 25,000 people came to Festival 96, a three-day Franklin
Graham Crusade in Sydney. The March 8-11 crusade was the first stop in his 12-day
tour through the country. Some 1,500 people made commitments to Christ in Syd-
ney and about 100 did so in Cairns. Graham filled in for his father, Billy, who can-
celed his appearances for health reasons.

SWEDEN e A national television network refused to air Christian messages at
Easter. A network spokesman said Swedish law prohibits the airing of religious or
political views, according to news reports. The Swedish Free Church had planned an
advertising campaign to increase church attendance, but was told the ads could not
mention the name Jesus. “If we had done that there would have been nothing left,”
said campaign organizer Curt Ankaberg.

SOoUTH AMERICA e Mostof the 9.4 million Mormons in the world now live out-
side of the United States, the church said. The most growth has occurred in Latin Amer-
ica, where there are more than three million Mormons. The church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has 50,000 missionaries, it said.

(Excerpted from National & International Religion Report. unless otherwise stated.)
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I've looked at life from both sides now, from win and lose and still somehow—

Its life’s illusions I recall; I really don’t know life at all. —jonivmcien

y sister Ruby has looked at life from

both sides; she has suffered many

losses. My father, who loved horse

races, would probably have said,

“We've backed a long shot.”

We've nearly lost her several times. At

those times I realized the value
of our friendship. But like the

O N B O | H Phoenix, she has risen again

and again from her illness
with MS for 25 years and

I D E S N O \ x } defied even the doctors.
Her life has closely paral-

by Esther Mcllveen

Esther Mcllveen is a columnist for
a community newspaper, The
Richmond Review, writing a weekly
column called “Matters of Faith.”
Her Jewish editor has given her a
great deal of freedom to write about
the uniqueness of Jesus Christ in a
multicultural society.
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leled mine in terms of
spirituality, books, friends, travel and cre-
ative things she has done.

When we were in our teens, we sat up all
night traveling to New York by bus. We ate
only hamburgers for four days, and stood
throughout the performance of “My Fair
Lady.” We both went abroad—she traveled
first class on an ocean liner—I was the only
passenger on a Dutch cargo ship. I lived in
London, England—she in Germany. At one
point our letters crossed in the mail. I trav-
eled to Germany to see her, while she flew to
London and sat on my doorstep waiting for
me. She loaned me her dress to return home
to meet my fiance. I flew to her in Montreal
when she was very ill. In the wee hours of the
morning (when my husband was away)
she drove me

to the hospital when I was expecting twins
and gave me courage.

After a recent trip to Toronto to see her, |
came back to Vancouver feeling that the time
had come to write about her.

My father was an austere man who judged
us by our handwriting and straight backs.
Mother distinguished each child by what she
called her “hole” philosophy. It went like this.
The character of each child could be deter-
mined by their reaction to a hole. The eldest
would turn and retreat if she came across a
hole. The second would stand frozen to the
spot, the third (me) would see how near the
edge she could move without falling in and

the youngest (Ruby) would jump in.

Ruby has parachuted into many situations.
She would say, “I've had guts but no talent.”
Her audacity has taken her far beyond her
limitations. As a teacher, when asked to stand
in for a math class, she solved the problem of
finding out the circumference of a circle by
quickly tying a piece of string around a cylinder
and then measuring it. For years she did T.V.
interviews with celebrities and edited scripts.
She put together a children’s choir for 100
Huntley Street, a Toronto television program,
when she couldn't read music.

Despite her handicap, Ruby has invested
her life in people. They can relate to her
because through her brokenness, she has
gained wisdom. Here is part of a piece she
wrote called “Green Valley.”

“I have come to the conclusion that my
address for the past year has been Green
Valley. In the valley, though that’s where the
grass is green, you can't see very far and when
you speak it's as though you hear only your
own words echoing.

“After another vicious blow with MS, I felt
like David facing Goliath—so big, so power-
ful, screaming threats of defeat. David tack-
led the giant with a sling and five stones.

“Ilooked at the five stones I had. One is
hope—without this one I might as well take

the other four and skip them

across the water. Patience—I learned that the
hard way. Determination—there were many
‘walking wounded' around me, while I deter-
mined. Recollections—a record of God'’s
faithfulness that could never be forgotten.
And last, Faith—that is the one that would
bring the giant down.

“The sling that would bolster these stones
was a supportive, praying, caring commu-
nity. Without that I would still be sitting in
my valley, playing with my stones.

“I'still go down to the Green Valley to pick
up my mail. If I meet you there,  hope I've
gained enough strength to sit with you until
we can climb the mountain together.” 1



WILL THEY KNOW THAT GOD

IS REALLY AMONG YOU?

tan was a policeman neighbour of my Australian friend

Norman. They had often talked about Jesus over the

fence. “Time to take him to church” thought Norman.

So, they went. Five hundred packed the auditorium.

“Hope he preaches a good one today,” thought Norman.
He did! It couldn’t have been clearer. They squeezed and
greeted their way to the door. People were so friendly. Walk-
ing home, Norman ventured, “How did you like the sermon,
Stan?” Surprised, Stan said, “Oh, I guess it was O.K.” But then
added excitedly, “Norman, those people really love each
other! Could I become like one of them?” He did!

If unbelievers say “God is really among you,” would they
be right? Are they always reliable judges of what is or is not
from God? Could their subjective evaluation be biased by
what gives them pleasure, rather than by what God would do
if He really took over?

Take a “seeker sensitive” church with a genuine concern
for reaching the lost (may their tribe increase!). If they have
an “if-we-please-them-they may-come-back” philosophy, they
can become so market-driven they do everything they think
of to make the audience feel at home. Some may even have a
policy of not opening the Bible lest they turn off the uniniti-
ated. The audience could be so ecstatic about the program,
they may say “God is really among you.” Yet probably nothing
would be further from the truth! In our eagerness to please,
we finish up worshipping man rather than God.

So, I'm going to change my assigned topic from “How to
function so that even visitors will say ‘God is really among
you,” to “How to function so that hungry hearts will know
God is really among you.”

Unbelievers quickly see through man-made imitations
trying to compete with television entertainment. Communist
China has few of our props. Yet, without buildings, church
growth machinery or fund raising organizations, churches
have multiplied themselves seventy times. Could our so-
called helps actually be hindrances?

Other than the purely subjective sense of God’s presence
(which, although enjoyable, is not always the most reliable)
we must let Scripture show us what makes visitors know that
God is among us.

The apostle John is the mystic among the four evangelists. He
is the one with deep feelings and a sensitivity to tell-tale vibes
marking God’s presence. But such extrasensory perception was
not good enough for John. He quotes Jesus: “by this shall all men
know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another.”

The purpose of Jesus’ prayer “that they all may be one”

by Keith Price

(John 17) isthat the world may

believe (v. 21) and know (v. 23).

That prayer shows that true unity

isa compelling drawing card and

has two elements. First, thereisa

unity with the apostles (vv 20-

21—them, those, all of them {NIV}

refer respectively to the disciples,

to subsequent generations of

believers, and to both groups

together). Second, there is a unity

with the Father and the Son (v. 21). Only on these twin bases can
unity amongus today be genuinely Christian. But what do they
mean?

I suggest that the unity with the apostles is a unity in a
common truth—the apostles’ doctrine; and that the unity
with the Father and the Son is a unity in a common life, that
given us by the Holy Spirit upon believing the truth.

Believing in the message preached (v. 20) will result in the
Life of Jesus Christ (i.e., the fruit of the Holy Spirit) flowing
through our lives (vv 21-22). The primary indication will be
love—in its many different forms (Gal 5:22-23).

Therefore, where God is at work in His church it will be
known primarily because the Truth (which grabs a hungry
person’sheart) is proclaimed, and the Love (whichis irre-
sistible) is observed in a thousand ways.

My joy may be either bubbling or quiet but peace will mark
my spirit. My longsuftering will listen well and my gentleness be
kind; my goodness will reach out and my faithfulness persevere;
meekness will hold back my sharp tongue and self control will
show God is in control.  will take the initiative to restore a broken
relationship even thoughit’s clearly his fault. My thankful spirit
will be contagious and my life saturated with Scripture—always
ready with a word, in season and out. I will overflow to others in
works of service and I will be quick to recognize the whole Body of
Christ (there is only one!) no matter by what name it is called.

A gripping atmosphere and a sense of a divine presence,
enjoyable though they are to me, are not to be trusted as some-
thing indisputably produced by the Spirit of God. (The New Age
version is almost indistinguishable). Rather, give me Love and
Truth. When they're in balance, the Spirit of God goes towork! I

The Canadian Arena is produced byVision Canada (formerly Interest
Ministries Canaday). It operates in Ontario as Vision Ontario. Keith Price is
a commended worker living in British Columbia . He has a worldwide
preaching ministry.
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