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THE PRODIGAL'S RETURN. 

� \VAY on the lovely Welsh mountains, in a lowly cottage,
J. i.. resided a lone widow and her only son, Tom, a sturdy
young fellow of about twenty. On the occasion to which we 
refer, he was returning from his daily toil at the usual hour, 
and upon entering found bis aged mother upon her knees 
praying. His mother's attitude, as also the fact that be sus­
pected she was praying for him, annoyed him very much. 
He threw down his bag of tools, and in harsh tones shouted : 
" Mother, I'm sick of this business, and if I find you on your 
knees again I'll leave this place for ever.'' 
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4 The Prodigal's Ret11r11.

But like Daniel of old, she feared the Lord, and knew that 
at the throne of grace she found solace for her broken heart, 
comfort in her trials, and strength to meet the exigencies of 
daily life. Besides, she longed that her Tom should trust 
her Saviour and know his mother's God. 

Consequently, at the same hour the next night Tom re­
turned home and found, to bis sore displeasure,_ his mother 
in the same attitude praying for her only boy. cc So you're at it 
again.'' be roared," I told you what I would do, I can't stand 
this.canting a.ny longer, so now good-bye, and never more will 
I darken this door," so saying he walked hastily away. The 
feeble old soul rose from her knees, and in tender tones called 
after the retreating figure of her only son, cc Ah, my boy ! you 
may leave your home and your mother, but I shall never cease 
to pray for you." Did the tears course down her wrinkled 
cheeks? Did a deep sigh escape her lips? Did her thoughts 
travel back to the time when her husband died, and she knew 
from bitter experience what it was to be a widow? Could we 
wonder if an unbidden longing seized her for a moment, which 
could well be expressed in the words of ancther :-

" But ob, for a touch of a vanished band, 
And the sound of a voice that is still." 

Now her only son had left her; what for? Because she 
longed with the intensity of a saved 1nother's love for his Sal­
vation. But doubtless in those retrospective moments God 
drew very near to her and reminded her of His care in the past, 
that He was the husband of the wic!ow, who heals the broken­
hearted and binds up their wounds, who is the God of all 
comfort, and who comforts all who are cast down. 

Tom, after leaving home, went from bad to worse. It 
would not answer our purpose to give details of the grie...vous 
way in which he sinned, suffice to say that he sunk as low 
as he possibly could; and yet not too low for grace to reach ; 
not too far off to escape the all-seeing eye of God ; not too 
wilful to cause his mother to refrain from pleading with her 
God, as only a mother can for her erring, profligate son. 

Days quickly passed into weeks, and weeks into months, 
when a man might have been seen one evening walking along 
the streets of vV-. He was poorly clad in dirty, tattered 
garments, his face bore the unmistakable marks of sin, and 
upon his features was a look of utter dejection. He was 
just such a man as we often look upon ,vith sorrow and 
compassion. Such a man that reminds us of the unerring 
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statement that, "The way or trangressors is bard." I le 
was walking aim)essly a)ong, a vacant look upon his hardened 
features; it was none other than Tom, the subject of many 
prayers, but alas, a poor despised outcast. I Ie had sowed 
to the wind, be was now reaping the whirl wind. 

".4 PERVE.ST ADDllE68 ON 'J � WOUJ)B bO Wl!:LL K!\OWN." 

Suddenly he is seen to start, nod the hard expression 
upon bis face is softened. The cause is not far to seek, it 
was the singing of a gospel refrain which arrested his atten­
tion. \Vere they words sung in happy childhood's days? 
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Did they remind the poor fellow of the time when God had 
very loudly appealed to his heart? Be that as it may, he 
turned aside from the main street and entered the Hall, 
from whence had proceeded the singing which sounded to

him as the harmony of Heaven. 
The subject of a fervent gospel address were the words, 

so well-known and so little heeded; words which reveal 
the depths of compassion in the Saviour's heart: "Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest," words which have brought hope to hundreds 
of sin-benighted souls, for the words of this Royal invitation 
are limitless and extend to all. As the preacher continued 
his passionate address, speaking forcibly of sin, righteous­
ness, and judgment to come, Tom's past life was passing 
rapidly before him. }le thought of his mother's tender 
warnings, his mother's earnest prayers, and his mother's 
fond love, also of his rebellion against his mother's God. 
These constantly recurring thoughts were too much for his 
breaking heart, he suddenly rose to his feet, and hurriedly 
left that Hall, desiring solitude. 

It was a dark night, which seemed a fit emblem of the 
midnight darkness which filled his heart. The cool evening 
breezes fanned his forehead, whilst the Spirit of God worked 
upon his heart as a mighty hurricane, causing his sins to 
rise up before him as a host of spectres; and as his memory 
recalled them one by one, he felt himself a wretched man, 
a vile sinner, and from the depth of his soul-agony could 
say, " Woe is me, for I am undone ! " 

These experiences were too much for his sin-burdened 
heart, too much for his heated brain; he fell prostrate upon 
the cold pavement, where he lay for some minutes as though 
dead. A crowd quickly gathered, but he suddenly rose to 
his feet, and they saw a calm look upon his white; tear-stained 
face. His lips moved, and in clear subdued accents he said: 
"Good people, you may wonder what is the matter, God 
has convicted me of sin, I have cried to him for mercy, 
I am now a saved man." 

The bystanders may have thought that he was intoxicated, 
or mad; nevertheless it was true that in those few 1non1ents 
there had been a definite transaction bet ween a loving God 
and poor rebellious Tom, resulting in his having the blessed 
knowledge that his sins were all blotted out. In those few 
moments the joy-bells of heaven had been pealing, the 
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Father bad welcomed the prodigal, the great Saviour had 
received another great sinner, another soul had been 
ransomed and delivered from the clutches ot Satan. 

This was not mere outward reformation, but a genuine 
conversion which was fully attested by his after life, which 
he spent for the One who saved bis soul. 

He obtained work, be wended his way back to the despised 
cottage he bad vowed he would never again enter, and 
poured into the ear of his God-honouring mother the story 

I 

I-��-}

1--�--- • -

l 
. , ,, 

, Ii 
• l'' l I I 

';- ';;f < \. : 

"J.•vUH�l' JNl"0 TUI. 1:\11 01 lib <,00•U0N0UIO!).<, l.lOlllLll TBC fi'l0Jn.' 

of his great awakening and ultimate sal\'ation. An<l a� 
they conversed upon the details of his repentance, and he 
rehearsed the wondrous dealings of God. it transpired that 
the very moment that he was lying oo that cold pa\'ement, 
smitten with a deep sense of sin, and craving the mercy 
of God, that very moment, in that lonely cottage on the 
\Velsh mountains, was his a�ed mother on her knees, making 
to her God the oft-repeated petition, " 0, God, save my 
erring son Tom." 

How great is the mercy of our God I 1J is mercy sa\ od 
Tom from his sins, ttansformed his life, and prepared him 
for the glories of heaven. The snme mercy rcnc.hes to you, 
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dear reader. However sinful, however vile, however far you 
may have wandered, we repeat to JOU the blessed news that 
cc The blood of Jesus Christ, His L God's] Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." 

Therefore, turn now to the compassionate Sa vi our who. 
saved wayward Tom, He loves you, He died for you, and 
now from heaven I-le speaks to you, saying: "Come unto 
?\le, all ye that labour and are heavy lacien, and I will give 
you rest." 0, accept this gracious invitation, then you will 
be able to truthfully affirm, with myriads besides, that-

" In sin, and shame, and sorrow, 
I wandered far from God ; 

I thought not of the morrow, 
1\I y hopeless path I trod. 

The loving Jesus sought me 
Amid tbe storm and tide, 

He sent my nigbt of sorrow 
To drive me to His side." 

ALMOST; OR, THE DANGER OF DELAY. 

T
HE Spirit of God is in the world, not only to reprove of

sin, righteousness, and judgment, but also to indwell 
all true believers, to reveal to them the things of Christ, and 
to lead them into tbe blessed pathway of service to the One 
who in infinite love has washed away their sins, who loved 
them and gave Himself for them, as the following solemn 
occurrence, which happened some time ago, will show. 

A Christian, walking one day along a country road, felt 
deeply impressed to announce a Gospel preaching to be held 
�he following Sunday, close to a stone wall he had passed, 
11hich was not far from a number of cottages. This im­
;,ression was so deep, that he.felt it was the leading of the 
Spirit of God, and at once proceeded to write out a notice of 
,he service, which be fastened in a prominent place, that 
those living in the neighbourhood might �ee it, in the mean­
time praying that God would bless 1-Iis Word to the salva-
tion of souls. 

The following Sunday, accompanied by a friend, he wended 
his way to the place, and arriving at the time announced, 
saw to his great· joy quite a number of people waiting, they 
having brought out their chairs and stools that they might 
sit down during the service. He felt that the Lord was 
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spenking loudly to them ns he preached Christ to them, 
dwelling especially upon the lwo well-known texts:-

11 Behold the Lnmb of God which taketh away the sins of 
the world" (John i. 29); 

11 Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of sal\'ation" (2 Cor. \'i, 2). 

"nc PELT Tll\T TOE LORD WAS SPEAJUNO AS Bit l'REJ\CDED CORliT.'
1 

J\nd as he proclaimed the glad tidings of a full, free, and 
perfect salvation, offered freely to all, and besought them to 
look by faith a.ad behold Christ dying upon the Cross for 
them, and callecl upon them to accept God's �rent snlvntion, 
which wnc; offered them, he noticed n look of intense interest 
and concern upon the faces of an eldo1 ly mnn nnd his wife 
who stood near, and who nppoarod to be eagerly chinking in 
every word. After the se1 vice, they nppronched hi1ll, nnJ 
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nsked him to be sure to come the following Sunday, 1-Iow­
erer, be did not feel free to promise, but embraced the oppor­
tunity thus afforded to supplement bis former appeal, and to 
urge upon them an immediate decision for Christ, and con­
cluded by saying: u rviy dear friends, life is very uncertain. 
You mny never live to see another Sunday, for you may be 
overtaken by disease, or have a stroke, or be, as many are, 
suddenly called into eternity. Therefore, settle at once this 
important matter by accepting Christ as your Saviour." 

The week passed, and as Sunday again came round, the 
preacher, although he had not promised, remembering tbe 
h1terest manifested the previous Sunday, went to the same 
place at tbe same hour, and to bis astonishment, found no.one 
present. He waited a few 1noments, when some one came 
out of an adjoining cottage, and with subdued voice asked: 
"Have you beard the news?'' u \.\That news? 11 he asked.
cc \Vhy, l\'lrs. H.--, who asked you to come again, was this 
morning putting on the vege�ables for dinner, when she had 
a stroke, and is now lying unconscious." The same day at 
6 p.m. the poor woman passed away, without leaving the 
least testimony that she had received God's gift, eternal life. 

About a week after, the husband wa$ in the garden, and 
suddenly fell down, and was carried home dead. As far as 
could be ascertained, neither had spoken of the e{foct of the 
Gospel message to which tbey had listened with such 
apparent interest, or left the least indication that they had 
settled the great matter of their souls' salvation by resting 
upon the work of the Lamb of God. 

Numbers on every hand are interested in the Gospel, but 
mere interest will not save them, and un]ess they heed its 
gracious call they will be lost. !\{any are persuaded that 
they are sinners, but the knowledge only causes a sense of 
unrest, for they wil1 never people the courts of glory unless 
they accept God's remedy. Hundreds believe that "Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners," but that will not 
give them the peace for which their hearts crave; for the 
true believer can with confidence affirm, 11 lie loved me, and 
gave Himself for me.'' Thousands are affected as they hear 
time after time the old, old story of Go<l's matchless love, 
and of Christ's boundless compassion, nnd yet they are un­
saved. Multitudes, alas I listen to tbe sweet �trains of the 
Gospel,nnd to them it is as a note that has lost its charm i they 
have lapsed into a state of npntby, living Christlcss lives. 
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\Vhen they die, theirs is a Christless death; they are buried 
in a Christ-rejecter's grave, from whence they will be sum­
moned by the resistless voice of God to be judged. And as 
they lived and died, and were buried Christless, so will they 
remain for evermore, for they will pass from that judgment to 
the caverns of eternal night, with the host of those who lived 
and died, either neglecting or rejecting God's great salvation. 

\\Thy Jose your soul, why be lost for eternity, why go to 
bell, when God in His kindness and love calls upon you to 
believe and live, and has declar�d "that whosoever believeth 
in Him" (Christ) "should not perish, but have eternal 
life''? "\Vben may ,,c have salvation?

Yes, God His time does state; 
Be wiae and 110w turn to Him, 

Or you rpay be too late. 
Now is the time accepted, 

Now is salvation ·s day; 
Now·you may freely enter 

By Christ, the living \Vay." 

0, dear reader, beware of forgetting God. Do not you 
despise or neglect so great salvation. Life is very uncertain; 
the tree which will make your coffin may be cut down; the 
material which will make your shroud may be off the looms; 
the stone which will mark the spot where your body will be 
laid may be even now in the stone-mason's yard. Think, 
we pray you, of these things. Ask yourself th�se questions: 
Are my sins forgiven? ls my name written m th� Lamb's 
Book of Life? Have I a sure passport into heaven? If not, 
here is a glorious message from God to you, "This is a faith­
ful saying, nnd wort by of all ncceptatioo, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners." 



SAVED AND GATHERED HOME. 

T
I-IE gospel of God's grace bad been proclaimed in a thriving

\Vorcestershire village, on a recent Sunday evening, to a 
deeply interested congregation, and one who bad participated 
in the rich mercy of God, feeling that those who bad stayed 
to the after-meeting longed to be freed from the galling bon 
dage and heavy burden of their sins, was pleading with them 
to accept the great salvation of God, and urging the import­
ance of an immediate decision. 

After a few solemn and pointed remarks, he asked if there 
were any who desired to make a full surrender to Christ, and 
to accept God's terms of peace. There was a solemn hush, 
for the Spirit was 1noving upon the hearts of the unsaved, 
causing many to realise for the first time that they were 
guilty sinners, under the just condemnation of God. 

The first to m�nifest _any willingness to ·be s�ved w:is a 
young man of about twenty-eighf, who went into the inqu:ry­
room as a seeking sinner. There Christian·s prayed for hi:n, 
and pointed out the various Scriptures which so fully reve:il 
man's deep need, God's rich grace, and the great love of Jesus 
Christ in not only coming to seek and save the lost, but also in 
dying that sinners might live. There be received the Gospel, 
trust�d Ghrist for salvation, and left the meeting rejoicing in 
the knowledge of sins forgiven, as one into whose formerly 
unsatisfied heart bad shone the Light of Life, into whose ear 
the compassionate Saviour had spoken the assuring words: 
"Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace'' (Luke vii. 50). 

The special services extended over eight days, and on the 
1\.'.Ionday evening he again attended, and testified of the joy 
which filled his heart, and df the calm_, settled peace which 
he enjoyed, for his faith rested upon a Jiving Christ, and he 
fully relied upon the word: "I-le that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life" (J obn iii. 36). 

He very soon manifested the unmistakable fruits of a real 
change of heart, and his burning desire was that others should 
know his Saviour, and taste his newly-found joy. After the 
service on the Tuesday evening, .be mentioned to the one 
who had been instrumental in God's hand of pointing him to 
the Christ of God that he thought of missing a day's work 
so a3 to be able to tell the villagers of the riches of God's 
grace, to leave them s01ne Gospel books, and to personally 
invite them to the special services. 

Many of the villagers will doubtless remember his fervent 
words, as from door to door he testified of the Saviour's 
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love, and invited them to come to hear of the boundless 
grace of God in giving Christ to die for His enemies. Thus 
he spent the day in definite work for Christ and eternity, 
until, about 6 p.m., feeling rather fatigued, be called to see 

"Al/fUOOOU 80J.1JJ'lUUJl:O AOOT@ l'AlN UH bENT A lU::i;RAO�." 

some friends. A few minutes later illness seized him·, and 
he was taken from there to his bed, a doclor being called, 
and although sufJering acute pain, his love to precious souls 
was so great tbat he sent to the preacher a message request­
ing that the well-known hymn, the chorus of which is: 

" For you I nm prnying, For you I am praying, 
For you I a.m praying, I'm praying for you," 
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should be sung at the service, which request was readily 
complied with. And who shall say that the sufierer's 
prayers remained unanswered, for as the hymn was sung, 
others confessed the Lord. 

He lingered for about eight days after this, during which 
time be bore a bright testimony. Then came the end: be 
fell asleep, and passed peacefully into the presence of his 
Saviour and Lord, whom he had known and served but for 
so short a time. 

Thus was a poor unworthy sinner brought to l<now the 
Saviour an:I permitted for a little while to serve Him, and 
was then called to depart to be with 1-Iim much sooner than 
was .. ever thought of by himself or his sorrowing friends. 

\Vhy is this recorded? It is that you may embrace the 
opportunity which God now grants of turning to Him for 
salvation. For as the one mentioned above was saved, so 
may you be. As he served his new Master, so may you 
have the joy of serving, when once you know that your 
many sins are forgiven. As he died, 

" Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast," 

so may you, if called to die, know the presence of the One 
who said:-" Lo, I am with you alway." iiay you be 
henceforth enabled to rejoice in the Lord as your Saviour, 
your �[aster, and your eternal portion. And as you may, in 
less time than the one mentioned, be summoned into the 
great beyond, profit by this simple narrative, and tum to the 
Saviour of sinners, for "He is also able to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him" (Heb. vii. 25). 

HAVE NOT APPLIED. 

U
NSAVED reader, whatever you may forget, do not
forget this: Jesus Christ the, Lord is able to save to tl,e

11/termost. You may have been given up as a hopeless case; 
perhaps you have given yourself up. Very well. That does 
not alter the blessed truth that Christ is "mighty to save"-in 
p]ain words, He is able to save vou I You may question this,
but that does not affect the great proclamation that He is
able to subdue all things unto Himself. If you are not saved,
it is because you have not come. If the disease of sin is still
making havoc in your soul, it is because you have not
applied to the Great Physician. It is not n question of His
ability but of your willingness to be saved.



DELIVERANCE AND VICTORY. 

T
HERE are many sins which bind with strong fetters

those who practise them; which bespeak ruin to their 
slnves, to body and soul, both for time and eternity. Not 
the least of them is the terrible drink habit. A man bound 
by drink's cruel fetters, known to us, once \'ented hi� 
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nnguisb, as he groaned for deliverance, in the remarkable 
ejaculation :-11 0 God, if there be a God, save me from strong 
drink.'' Thank God that shortly afterwards he found a 
Deliverer in the Lord Jesus Christ, who broke every fetter, 
and caused the slave, as one of old, to be seen sitting, clothed 
and in bis right mind, at the feet of the Almighty Conqueror. 

Another slave to strong drink, whose past life was but a 
repetition of the sad records one so often hears of the deplor­
able effects of that which God says at last biteth like an 
adder, manifested some interest in a mission held in a 
\Vorcestershire village a short time ago. It is not our pur­
pose to dwell upon those deeds known only to himself aod 
God, but iu passing we would say that one day, when not at 
work, he left home in the morning witt� a sovereign in his 
pocket, spent the day at the village inn, and returned at night 
with but three shillings left. At other times his condition 
was such that he was absolutely ignorant as to how he 
reached home, and only in the morning, when his senses 
returned, would he discover where he was. Thus was a long 
seac;on of his life .spent, or rather wasted, in the pleasures of 
sin and in the service of Satan, only to realise, as thousands 
bad before him, ihat cc the way of transgressors is hard.'' 

As time after time he sat under the sound of the Gospel 
of God, and heard the blessed news that" God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
helieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life'' (John iii. I 6); that Christ came and died, and that the 
Spirit of God was in the world to reprove sin, his interest 
gradually deepened into a burning desire to know Christ as 
his Sa-uiour. No doubt the fact that his wife and daughter 
had been converted during the mission added to his concern 
lest he should miss the blessing which they had received. 

One night, as the special services were drawing to a close, 
he left the meeting undecided and halting between two 
opinions. Now it so happened in the providence of God, 
that after the meeting one of the preachers called in at the 
cottage where our friend was visiting. Naturally the conver­
sation turned to the all-important subject of the soul's salva­
tion;arid the Christian, observing that he was under deep 
conviction of sin, urged upon him the importance of present 
personal decision for Christ. The result of that conversation 
was that he took the guilty sinner's place, he claimed the 
poor sinner's Saviour, and being born again, he there and 
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t�en commenced to live for God. And he could truthfully 
smg-

11 Trusting, trusting Thee alone, 
Human merit I disown, 

Thou, the Rock of my salvation, 
Thou alone my perfect plea. 

Jesus Lord, Almighty Saviour, 
To Thy pierced side I flee." 

Such was the joy which flooded his heart that he afterwards 
confessed that there was nothing in this life to live for apart 
from Christ. And he emphatically declares that the happiest 
days in his life have been those subsequent to his conversion. 

The light and peace which he now enjoys is expressed both 
by life and lip, and the desire for strong drink has given p.lace 
to a stronger desire to know more of the things of God. The 
scoffing of his fellow-workmen was the means of bringing 
from his lips the blessed confession of faith: "Christ for me." 

Now the question confronts us-what brought about this 
transformation of character ? Was it the outcome of mere 
mental resolve? \¥as it merely the turning over of a new 
leaf? Salvation is of the Lord. It was the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, approaching the hopeless, and 
causing hope to spring up in his heart. It was the power 
of God releasing the prisoner. It was the gracious Saviour 
coming just where he was, and causing him to turn his back 
upon his own useless efforts to deliver himself. ft was a 
repetition of the old apostolic description of the Thessalonian 
converts who "turned to God from idols, to serve the living 
and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven.'' 

You, dear reader, may be groaning under the burden of 
some sin, and your burning desire may be to escape its bond­
a�e. J n your own strength this cannot be brought about. 
But is there no hope? Is there no cure? Listen, there is 
an infallible cure, and that is the grace cure, which is 
summed up in one Person, and His name is Jesus. He has 
delivered myriads from their besetting sins. Yours may be 
the lust of the flesh, or the lust of the eye, or the pride or 
life, but still you may rejoice in a perfect salvation through 
Jesus Christ, who died on Calvary's Cross to purchase n 
pardon. 0 receive from His once pierced hand your pardon 
for every past sin, then behold the glory-crowned Lord nt 
God's right hand, and remember that-

D 

,. The Lord, your Redeemer, will break every chain, 
And give you the victory ngain and ogain. 11 



ft�rnity! 

W
HERE shall it be? A Cliristless soul

To be where judgment'l: billows roll, 
To feel the righteous ire of God, 
To mourn that' you sin's pathway trod, 
Existin� through that long drear night 
\-Vhere never enters welcome light, 
\\There teeth are gnashed, where God is cursed, 
\Vhere ne'er a gleam of hope will burst. 

\Vhere shall it be? Eternity ! 
No peace or happiness for thee 
\Vhere all is blank despair and pain ; 
No joy, no hope-to'die were gain. 
For ever in that dread abode, 
Alas I for those who chose sin's road. 
For ever, where the surges roll, 
Of grief, upon the guilty soul. 

\Vhere shall it be? In heavenly light? 
Or, where the shades of darkest night 
Come o'er the soul? All's dark despair­
No grace, or love, is offered there. 
But hark, 'the news! There's mercy now 
For all who will to Jesus bow; 
He shed for you His precious blood, 
\Vhich makes the rebel's peace with God. 

It may be in the mansions fair 
\Vhere never enters grief or care; 
Where Jesus 'mi<l the glorious throng 
Receives the worship, praise, and song; 
\Vhere peace will reign for evermore, 
No longer's known sin's galling sore­
\Vhere glory reigns. Come, brightest cb.y, 
\Vhen earth's dark shadows flee a .... ay ! 

Rut hark I The voice of God in love 
SpP.aks now to you in tones above 
The strife of life. He pleads, dear soul; 
Now turn to Christ and be made whole: 
He is the sinner's Friend, He died 
That you might in His love confide. 
'Tis Jesus died that you might live­
To Him now look ion Him believe. 



SAVED AT SEA. 

G
EORGE P- was a sailor, and had sailed many

thousands of miles. Lil<e many other seamea, 
he wns an ungodly, reckless fellow, blind to the things of 
eternity; a willing tool in Satan's bands, ever ready to do 
his behest. He revelled in the pleasures of sin, and was 
passionately fond of the various amusements which are so 
freely provided for the poor deluded pleasure-seeker. 

"II■ OAD 11-\U.l'!n ll.\'\" rnot•su,ne OP ll1T.E8." 

\ \'hen ashore at Cardiff he went, as usual, to the t hentre. 
During the play he was prickecl to the heart by n sense 
of his sinful condition, and was caused to think of the judg­
ment to come. And as he reviewed bis pn�t life, his
con cience wns l\rO\\sed, Dismay nnd t�rrQr fille<l his br � t 
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as he thought, with the deepest concern, of his soul's eternal 
welfare. There, in the theatre, the awful fact da,vned upon 
him that he was on the highway to ruin; and be trembled 
with fear lest he should be called suddenly to meet God in 
his sins, and be for ever lost. 

The soul-exercise and the deep impression made on his 
heart never left him; and shortly_ afterwards, when in the 
same town again, be was accosted by a stranger, who gave 
hin1 a pressing invitation to hear the Gospel. He went, and 
he heard the blessed tidings that God in perfect righteous­
ness was offering a full pardon to all who sought it in His 
appointed way. 

At the close of the service, at which he had been a most 
attentive listener, he was pressed in the course of personal 
conversation to seek the pardon of his sins that night. 
After some hesitation, "I can't see my way clear now," was 
his reply. Then turning to his brother, who had accom­
panied him, he said, "Phil, if we go on in our sins we shall 
both go to bell." He then left the ball with another sin upon 
his conscience, the terrible one of rejecting the Son of God. 

One bright morning in May, when upon the forecastle of 
bis vessel, which was then sailing between Cardiff and 
Lundy Island, God once more aroused him to a still deeper 
sense of need. He was not then with the throng of giddy 
pleasure seekers, nor in the place where he had heard of the 
only way· of peace, but he was alone with God. He was 
caused to loathe himself. Feelings of utter dissatisfaction 
with himsellcrept upon him; "0 wretched man that I am!" 
bis sin-laden heart acknowledged. "Woe is me! for I am 
undone," he truly felt. And as the ship sailed over the sea 
under heaven's broad canopy, he looked by faith to Calvary, 
and beheld the Lamb of God dying for him. 

There and then be trusted Christ as his Saviour, and as 
the light shone into his gloomy, dissatisfied heart, it dispelled 
the dense darkness, and the peace of God flooded bis inmost 
soul. As he beheld God's Lamb, be knew that He, the Just, 
bore his sins, and that he had found redemption through His 
blood; and from his crime-hardened heart the burden of his 
many foul sins rolled away. They were cast behind God's 
back into the ocean of His forgetfulness, nevermore to be 
remembered against him. 

Thus sailor George looked to] esus Christ and lived. And 
Qn the authority of the word of the eternal God, which state� 
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u Thnt whosoever believelh on Him should not perish, but
hnYe e,·erlasting life,'' be knew he was saved. 

You, dear unsaved one, may have been troubled on account
of your sins, and many times have beard of the loving Saviour.
Yet you are still unsaved, not having believed to the salva­
tion of your soul, and not knowing by faith, the cleansing of
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the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Look to the Saviour now.
Trust Him now for salvation. Rest now in the work which
He accomplished on Calvary's Cross; and then you will be
able, as sailor George and thousands of others, to affirm
truthfully and with holy assurance, " He was wounded for
my transgressions, He was bruised for my iniquities; the
chastisement. o( my peace was upon Him; and willi His stripes
I am healed'' ( Isa. liii. 5).



THE PUZZLED COUNTRYMEN; OR, WHAT 
IT IS TO BE SAVED. 

A 
SHORT time ago, one who had grown grey in the

Lord's service, was partaking of refreshments in a 
restaurant, when he overhead the following remarks, made 
by one of two men who sat at the next table engaged in 
earnest conversation. One remarked: "A gentleman asked 
me the other night if I was saved, and, for the life of 1ne, I
could not tell what he meant.'' "Something about religion, 
I expect," bis companion answered. And in a similar strain 
they continued their conversation, which n1anifested, to an 
alarming degree, their ignorance both of their own deep 
need as sinners and of the boundless love of God. 

PresentJy one of them noticed the kindly face of the only 
other occupant of the room, and, turning to him with the air 
of one in a great dilemma, he asked: " Could you, sir, 
inform me what it is to be saved? 11 The aged Christian
replied in a kindly way: "\Vhy, to me it is one of the most 
simple things in the world.'' " However is that? '' asked 
the other in amazement. For a 1noment the old man 
paused, and then asked: "Were you ever lost? 11 And 
without waiting for an answer he continued: "I have known 
to my sorrow what it meant to be lost on two occasions. 
Once in a pathless field on a cold, foggy night, where I 
wandered about for two or three hours; and once when the 
truth dawned upon me that I was a wayward sinner, 
wand�ring, lost and lonely, o,n the bleak mountains of sin." 

Then, lookfog the countryman stranger in the face, he 
continued: "Now, suppose you were lost, what would you 
most need ? " " Someone to find us, and lead us to a place 
of safety," be replied. "That's just it," said the Christian; 
"no,� remember t�at unless you know that you are guilty, 
lost smners, you wdl never experimentally know what it is 
to be saved, for the Bible says,' The Son of l\.Jan is come to 
seek and to _save that wh,ich ,vas lost,' and you are amongst
those described as lost.' He then had to leave, with a 
silent prayer that his simple testimony would be to them a 
word in season. 

Have you, dear reader, ever realised that unless you ha,·e 
believed in Christ to the salvation of your soul you are 
lost? It is solemn, nevertheless true, that you were born 
at a distance from God, and that during yotir life, whether 
long or short, that distance has increased, _for you have 
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wandered still farther away. How graphically is your 
condition described by the prophet Isaiah: "All we like sheep 
have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way." 

Uut through God's grace there is such an One as the 
Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for the lost, erring 
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'' A OENTI,EMAN ASKED ME IF I WAS SAYED," 

sheep. He-very God-stooped to become man, yea, a 
Man of Sorrow, and-O the wonders of redeeming- love I­
on Calvary's Cross l-Ie endured the smiting of God, to atone 
for the sins of those who were, by wicked works, alienated 
frotn His Father. 



Tiu Ptf.zzltd Cortttlrymen. 

0 Jo:;t one, is the news of the death of Christ old and 
meaningless to you? Granted it is old: it is the old, old 
story, but it is once 1nore repeated to you, that you may 
look back to Calvary and see the great Sin-bearer dying for 
you. Then truthfully you will be able to say: "' The. Lord 
is my Shepherd•; He traversed the rocky mountains, the 
marshy bogs, the pathless deserts, and the thorny roads; 
yea, He gave His life for me.'' 

But why, when such boundless Jove is proclaimed, will 
you still wander 

"Away from His fold, 
On the mountains so cold," 

when the tender Saviour, the gracious Shepherd, seeks you? 
Oft before He has sought, He has called, He has pleaded, 

and you are still in the distance, still unsaved, and still in 
your sin. Heed now His loving calls ere your position is 
eternally unalterable. Soon, and how soon God only knows, 
the vaJley of the shadow of death 1nay have to be traversed 
and Jordan crossed, with no guiding light, no Almighty 
arms, no Shepherd to lead. 

Woe to those who enter eternity lost! They will be 
summoned to the dread tribunal of a righteous God ; will 
hear their sentence passed, their domn fixed, because they 
wilfully turned away from the Saviour-Shepherd through 
whom was preached to them the forgiveness of sins. 

SOLEMN FACTS. 

Y
OU may be clothed in purple and fine linen, and fare
sumptuously every day, as Dives did, a11d 11ot be saved. 

You may rule vast provinces," and command vast armies, as 
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar did, and 11ot be saved. You 
may be fair and lovely to behold, as Absalom was, a11d not 
be saved. You may even belong to a church, pure, simple, 
and apostolic, and blessed with holy ordinances, as Ananias 
and Saphira did, a11d not be sat·ed. You may Jive under the 
highest blaze of Gospel teaching, as Judas did-nay, you 
may bear witness to the truths of Jesus, as he did, a11d 11ot 
be sat·ed. You may be exalted in privileges, as Chorazin was, 
and 11-ot be saved. But you cannot BELIEVE in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and fail of salvation. The word auides forever, 
"W/wsotvt-r BELIEVETJ-J in I-Jim should ,wt perish, but lzave 
roerlasti11g life" (John iii. 16). 



ACTUAL. PROBABLE. IMPOSSIBLE. 

'' Because there is wrath, beware lest He take thee away with His 
stroke; then a great ransom cannot deliver thee'' (Job xxxvi. 18). 

H 
U1fAN nature ever goes to extremes, hence the

alarming tendency of some to announce God's 
matchless love sadly at the expense of His righteousness, 
and of others to speak of His infinite holiness at the expense 
of His love: the former leads to w1iversalism aud kindred

errors, whilst the latter leads to the unholy thought that 

11 GOD 18 LOV'C "-llOTTO IN D. L 1100D\ ·e cut:ncu AT �llIC.AOO. 



Actual. Proba.ble. Impossible. 

God is harsh and finds delight in tormenting the sinner. 
It becomes us to ren1embcr that God's vVord puts all things 
in their proper order and place, and that as truly as it says, 
"God is love," it says, "God is light." It speaks of I--Iim 
as the "God of all grace"; it also describes Him as "God 
of gods, Lord of lords, a great God and terrible." The 
love and righteousness of our God are equally balanced, and 
were fully manifested by His only begotten Son, by ,vhom 
came into this graceless, lie-loving world both grace and tr11tlt. 

The three statements which head this paper are as true 
and applicable to-day as when first uttered by Elihu to the 
disconsolate Job. First, there is the" AcTUAL." "Because 
there is wrath.'� Yes, it is a solemn fact that God is angry 
with the wicked every day. As truly as He sitteth in the 
heavens, as truly as He is the fountain of all love, as t ruly 
as He is God over all; so true is it that "There is ,vrath," 
and that sooner or later final judgment will be passed upon 
all who continue wilfully in the peaceless ways of death. 
\Vhatever phase sin assumes it n1ust be punished. Be it 
the infidel with his time-worn cry of "No God," or the 
unitarian with his flickering cause crying, "No Divine 
Christ," or the agnostic with his drastic argument, "No 
hope beyond this life," or the drunkard with his acquired 
thirst, to satisfy which he will sell body, soul, and estate, 
or the pleasure seeker who loves pleasure more than God, 
or the strange woman whose house is the ,vay of death, or 
the religious hypocrite who supposes that gain is godliness, 
or whether it be man's crowning sin, the sin of sins, rejec­
tion of the Son of God-for all these things the wrath of 
God cometh on the children of disobedience. For these 
things the unsheathed sword of divine justice hangs over 
their hearts, ready to descend to their eternal death. 

Sinful men may endeavour to measure God's justice by 
their various standards of human righteousness, and thus 
make a god of their whims and fancies, an illusionary god; 
but the God of whom we speak, the living and true God, 
the Creator, makes no bargains, He asks no tern1s fro,n His 
stubborn, rebellious creatures. He teJls man of his awful 
danger, reveals to him his dire need, provides at great cost 
a way of escape, and gives him time to repent; yet I--Ie 
clearly states that if he will not accept His n1ercy he shall 
endure His wrath, and that if be refuses as a free gift eternal 
life he must receive the dread wages of sin-death-followell 



Actual. Pl'obab/e. Impossible.------
by a. judgment which will but confirm his guilt. He will be 
compelled to bow the knee, and his speechless lips will 
attest the fact that God is righteous in passing sentence for 
his banishment into the outer darkness of the lost world, 
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when he will prove to his eternal shame and loss that 
"There is wrath." 

Besides all this it is II PRoOAOLe" Lhat whilst this wrath 
is slumbering something else may take place. Therefore 
the divine warning is added, "Beware lest 1-Ie tnke lbeo 
away with l-Iis strolce.11 It is solemn yet true that becnu e 
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sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the hearts of the sons of men are fully set ia them 
to do evil. Therefore be warned in time, for if unsaved you 
are as a condemned murderer with the death sentence 
passed but awaiting execution. The wrath of God even 
now abidetb on you. It is an awful thought that many 
who have rejected love, spurned grace, and slighted mercy, 
have been cut down in their sins by the stroke of God. 
"I would rather go to he1l than hear the Gospel," once 
remarked a man bound by the cords of his sins, and in 
Jess than three hours he was dead. There are many to 
whom Goel has spoken loudly, but they delight in follow­
ing the course of this world, in living in utter forgetfulae5's 
of God, revelling in the pleasures of sin. Warning after 
warning has been unheeded; call after call has been slighted, 
and they have been dealt with in judgment, taken away by 
God's stroke, to bear the terrible consequences of the folly 
and sin throughout a lost eternity. 

"God is not mocked," is an unerring statement of God. 
His vVord is as stedfast as Ilis throne. 0, poor sinner, 
why continue your wild career? \Vhy tread the paths of 
death? \Vby treat God's warnings as idle tales? 

Oh, beware! le5t the God who created you, who bas 
spared your life hitherto, who desires your eternal blessing, 
and who now calls you to be reconciled to Himself, take you 

away with His stroke 
as He did the profligate 
king Belshaz2ar, or the 
corrupt Herod of a later 
day. Then it would be 
11 IMPOSSIDLE" to obtain 
deliverance. For our 
verse says, " Then a 
great ransom cannot 

"000'11 11ssuos To us:Ls1uzu1L'' deliver thee." 
But God·s stroke bas not yet overtaken you, for you have 

the privilege of the present 1noment. "Now is the day of 
salvation"; "1/im a great ransom cannot deliver thee." 
God says: "Deliver him from going down lo the pit, for I 
have found a Ransom." The ransom price has been paid 
by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, tbat now you may 
step out of thraldom into tbe. glorious liberty of the truth 
which sets the captive free, and that you may experimentally 
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know God's delivering grace. The Son of God on Calvary's 
Cross bowed His head in death, and thus gave 1-Iis life a 
ransom for many. 

"Thou fool," said God to the rich farmer, and be was cnt 
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down, he died as he lived, and no ransom could deliver him. 
Depend upon it, that when once the sands of your life hnve 
run out, or the Lord has called nway His own blood-bought 
bride, there will be no "larger hope." for II a great ransom 
cannot deliver thee.'' 

\Vhnt remorse will rencl the hel\rts Qf th� impenitent who 
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have beard that the greatest possible Ransom bas been pro­
vided by God, but have left the great atoning work of 
Christ unappropriated-who have left the Gospel supper 
untasted-who have carelessly passed by the door of hope­
who have not heeded the loving calls of the Saviour-who 
have resisted the mighty strivings of the Holy Spirit, and 
have treated scornfully or carelessly the warnings of God. 
They heard, they rejected, they were cut down, they ·were 
buried ; but that is not all, for as they were buried they will 
be raised, judged, and will then, when too late, know to 
their eternal doom what they had previously heard-that, 
"a great ransom cannot deliver them." 

No hope to cheer them there-no Christ to save them­
no mercy to pardon-no precious blood to cleanse-no 
ransom to deliver. And indelibly written upon their 
memories will be that crushing statement, " a great 
ransom cannot deliver thee." 

Oh, sinner! make the most of present opportunities. Be 
warned by coming wrath, by the many who have been taken 
a\Vay by God's stroke, and by the unerring statement that 
then there will be no r�nsom to deliver. Now a loving 
Saviour bends to hea·r your heartfelt cry for salvation, for 

" His love all embracing is boundless and free, 
0, do not reject it, He offers it thee." 

Trust the Saviour: then in the full assurance of faith you 
will be able, with the host of the ransomed, to affirm: 

"There is no condemnation, 
There is no bell for me, 
Tbe torments and the fire, 
My eyes shall never see." 

Cast yourself upon His boundless mercy now. He casts 
none out who truly turn to Him. Then, as did one of old, 
you will hear His message, a message heart-gladdening and 
sonl-thrilling, "Thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." 

HOLDEN WITH THE CORDS. 

Y
OU feel the bondage of sin; and you would fain be

delivered from its terrible dominion. But mark this, 
if you fail to have that dominion broken by a living faith in 
the Son of Gqd, the time may come when you will be so 
joined to your idols that you shall not have even the desire 
to be delivered. There is such a thing as being holden with 
the cords of your sins. Therefore beware, and repent, 



MERCY OR JUDGMENT. 

"I am the Lord, which exercise loving kindness, judgment and 
righteousness in the earth, for In these Lblngs I delight, 1nith the 
Lord" (Jer. Ix. 2,1). 

W
E were recently labouring in a certain 1-Ierefordshire

village, visiting the cottagers and circulating Gospel 
books, and as we did so, speaking words either of comfort or 
warning as opportunity presented itself. In the course of 
our visiting we chanced to meet the village blacksmith, and 
offering him a book, we invited him to the Gospel service. 
He accepted it most reluctantly, commencing, as be did so, to 
pour forth quite a volume of words about the inconsistency 
of Christians; remarking, in most sarcastic tones, that he 
had in his time seen a lot of folk who professed religion, and 
assumed to be Yery good, whose object in so doing was 
merely to make gain; and that when they had acheived their 

TDll VJL�O� 11¥\TQ, 
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end, they turned aside, gave the whole thing up, and were as 
bad, and, in some cases, worse than those who made no 
profession. 

In replying, we remarked that no doubt there 
were many who were mere professors of Christianity, 
assun1ing to be what th�y were not; who were in reality 
wolves in sheep's clothing; that there were hypocrites, who 
supposed that gain was godliness; that there were numbers 
who were hearers of the \Vord, but not doers; and that ,ve be­
lieved there were many miserable imitators of the good. But we 
stated also that if there were no real Christians there would 
be no shams, and mentioned that it had been said that if there 
were no real sovereigns, no one would trouble to make 
counterfeits; also, reminding him tha� the inconsistencies of 
others would be no excuse for hin1 in the con1ing day, and 
concluded by quo�ing the solemn words from Holy Writ, 
"It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
Judgment," and emphasized the fact that at th,at judgment 
individuals will be judged according to their own works. He 
strongly objected to the thought of judgment after death, 
saying, "I believe that if there is a judgment it is in this life, 
not hereafter." We answered that whether mortal man 
believed or not, would make no dilTerence to the unalterable 
decree of the Creator God, the Judge of all the earth, and thus 
we parted. 

He came to the service, and was one of the most at ten ti ve 
listeners to the old, old story of God's love. 1\ilay his blind 
eyes be opened to see, ere ·too late, that there is a "judgment 
to come," and that God has provided a way of escape in the 
One who-

" Bore, that we might never bear, 
Tbe Almighty's righteous ire." 

0, dear reader, consider God's great love; think of His 
boundless grace; meditate upon His words of mercy ; for 
His love is, and ever will remain, unequalled. It is this love 
which melts the callous heart of man; which is so great that 
instead of cutting you down in judgment, calls to you in 
beseeching accents, saying, "Be reconciled"; and louder, 
11 Turn ye, why will ye die?" and louder still He proclaims, 
"I am long-suffering, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all sh.ould come to repentance." 0, the immensity of 
this love! its sway is illimitable, it extends to those who are 
in the far dist::\nce of alienation

1 
to those who are on the 
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,orge of perishing eternally. rts depth is unfathomable. 
From the glory of heaven it sloops so low that il may rescue 
lhc deepest sunken in the abyss of sin. It is so boundless 
and free, that it would embrace, pardon, and eternally bless 
all, no matter how sinful and wretched. 

Judgment is God's strange work. l-Ie is rich in mercy, 
and to prove it to a lost, guilty world, I-le gave His only 
begotten Son, who satisfied all His holy requirements, that 

"\Ii II \I) on W0ll81s ·ruA, Tlll)Brt \\'110 UA0 \Ul)C �o 1'1101'1 SH0:-1 ., 

the sinner may in perfect righteousness be brought into a 
nearer place than that which he forfeited by wilful dis­
obedience, which resulted in his expulsion from the earthly 
p.1raclise, for then he knew God as Creator, but now he may 
know I limns Father. 

l\[oreo\'er, it is God who in love provides the remedy, 
which is the precious blood of Jesus, which alone is the true 
ground of safety nnd peace, which alone can shelter the sin­
ner from judgment; for, on thnt ground, nnd none other, 
tloes God p.•udon the 1;11ilty. 

C 



J4 11/n·cy or Jrulgme11t. --------- -· - - ---· -
The solemn fact that nil must meet God is unalterable 

either by men or demons. The day of reckoning is coming, 
nad God has decreed that nil must appear before Him, either 
in the day of His long-sulferiog love, when mercy is flowing 
like a mighty, boundless ocean, or in the day of l-Iis fierce 
nnger, when not the smallest favour will be granted. AJI 
must have to do with Him, either now as God of love, or 
then as God of light. All will feel either the constraining 
love of Christ, or the terror of the Lord. All must receive 
either His kiss of reconciliation now, or the due reward of 
their sins hereafter. All must kno,v I-Jim either now as 
Father, or then as Almighty God, of whom it is written, "It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 
All must either in this life bear His voice of loving pardon, 
or after leaving time's scenes hear their dread sentence pro­
nounced, "Depart, I never knew you." 

Is there a judgment? Is- it after death? Let us turn to 
the only true source of authority, the Word of God. VVe 
read in Rev. xx.11 these words:-

" I saw a great white Throne, and Him that sat c,n it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God, and the 
books v.'e.re opened; and another book was ooened, which is the book or 
life; aud the dead were judged out of tbose tfaings which were written in 
tlae books, according to their works. And the sea gave up tl1e dead which 
wc:rc in it; and death and hell deli\'ered up Ute dead wluc.b were in them, 
aud they wc:rejudged every man according to their works. And death and 
heJI were cast 111to the lake of fire. 'fhis is tbe second death. And wboso­
c,·er wa.9 not found written in the book of life was cast iuto the lake of fire." 

Thus you see from God's vVord that aJJ must meet l-Iim, 
and ha.ve personal dealings with Him about the solemn 
matter of their sins; and the sins which you have committed 
must be accounted for, either in this life, or after death, at 
the gr�at White Throne. You must either have the work 
or another imputed to you here, or be judged there according 
to your own works. You must either bow to Christ now 
as the loving gracious Saviour, or see Him then as the 
Judge. "Because He hath flppointed a day in which I-le 
will judge the world in righteousness, by that Man fJesus] 
whom He hath ordained 11 (Acts xvii. 3 t). Which sliaU be 
your experience, reader, Mercy, or Judgment? 

A MOMENT to think of the millions of years you will spend 
in eternity. If saved, in heaven; if unsaved, in bell. u Be­
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and THOU shalt be saved." 



GOD IS NOT MOCKED. 

"Dec11use sentence against an evil work is executed speedily, there­
fore the bea_rt of tho sons of men Is Cully se( in them to do evil" 
(Eccles. viii. 11). 

T
HE following is a true incident related by an elderly

Christian woman residing in Northumberland: the 
person mentioned she actually knew. l\Iay it serve as a 
warning to the reader, for sometimes, even in the wondrous 
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day of His grace, God makes manifest His sore displeasure I 
Four miners were card-playing on the Lord's Day in n 

frequented gambling-place, mingling with their conversa­
tion the most awful blasphemy. After a time, when their 
interest in the game was on the ,vane, they left their 
gambling and adjourned to an adjoining inn to drink. 
Whilst there, one of them, John B---, called upon the 
attendant to supply him with a quart of u Hell flames I" and 
should she be unable to procure this, she was to bring n 
quart of "Damnation I'' Alas I vain man; his impious 
words and blasphemous demands ,vere not only beard by 
the occupants of the tap-room, but they also reached the ears 
of Almighty God, who sometimes metes out immediate judg­
rnent against evildoers. 

Not many hours afterwards, the profane mocker returned 
to his usual work down the pit, and whilst there was over­
taken by a fearful accident, which resulted in his being so 
injured that the physicians who ,vere summoned could 
neither afford him relief nor prolong bis life; and bis Inst 
words ere he passed for ever the portal of time and entered 
eternity, were:-" I am already sulferiog hell upon earth." 
The villagers declared that they believed it to be Heaven's 
judgment, and who shall say that they were wrong in their 
belief? 

" As a tree falls so shall it lie; 
As a man Jives so shall be die; 
As a man dies so shall he be, 
All through the days of eternity." 

It is the fool who mocks at sin, blaspheming God's holy 
Name, speaking flippantly of such realities as hell and judg­
ment, mingling with their oaths the Name of the God of high 
heaven, and setting at nought His counsels of love. Man, 
led on by Satan, may raise his puny arm in rebellion against 
God, only to find that it falls palsied to his side. He may 
haughtily toss bis head in defiance of God, but be will sooner 
or later bow it with shame, as be learns that God, and not 
be, is 11aster of the situation. These constantly recurrini;!' 
sins but manifest the pride and rebellion of the human heart, 
the downfall of thousands, from which so few ever arise. 
God ,vill punish sin, and cause His enemies to taste the 
bitterness of judgn1ent. 

Perchance the reader of these lines may say, " I l<now 
that I ant guilty. I acknowledge that I have sinned 
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grievously against God; but as the past cannot be recalJed, 
bow can I escape the bitter consequences of my many 
crimes, or is my case utterly hopeless?" There is but one 
answer to your question. Your only hope is in the mercy 
of God-the mercy that provides for you a way of escape, 
the mercy which fl'lws out to the guilty trangressor, who 
believes in the Son of God, the mercy which blots out all 
transgressions, the mercy which you can avail yourself of 
now through faith in Christ. Does the prayer, '' Purge me 
with hyssop and I sb�ll be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow,'' spring up in your heart, and escape from 
your lips? If so, hearken to the voice of God saying: 
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." 

"WOIL T Tlll(ILlt, \\Al 0\'l./1\r.\l(t..1' UY A 1'11:Al\ VL ACCIU .Sl'." 



A SOLDIER'S TESTIMONY. 
"Prepare to meet thy God'' (Amos iv. 12). 

lIILE he was lying alone on 
the veldt in South Africa, dur­
ing the Boer war, his frame 
racked with pain, he felt that 
his last moments on earth bad 
arrived; and that death had 
surely laid upon his heart­
strings its icy hand. \Vith a 
great e/Tort be thrust his hand 
into his pocket and brought 
forth a book, the Book of 
books, which has been the 
solace of thousands in their 
dying n1oments. Did be read 
it? did be seek its light through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death? Had he opened its 
sacred pages for his own com-

� fort? No,forintbose moments 
when death stares him in the face, he is thinking of others. 
See, with his trembling fingers he holds a lead pencil, ,vith 
which he writes in that sacred volume these assuring 
words:-" If I die on this veldt, I shall be in heaven." 

God saw fit to spare his life, his earthly course is not yet 
finished, for be is home in England once more; but this 
simple incident is recorded, that you, dear reader, may con­
sider where you would spend eternity if you were called 
upon to resign your breath. VVould ) ou have the same blessed 
assurance? Is it well with your soul? "'vVere they mere 
presumptuous words? \Nere they founded upon a vain, 
delusive hope? Were they the imagination of a poor 
ufrerer's brain? By no means; why then this calmness 

and the certainty of heaven in the supposed presence of 
death? It was because his sins had been blotted out, and 
he had been reconciled to God, owing to the efficacy of the 
precious blood of Christ, which both cleanseth from all sin 
and removes the sting of death. This, a.ad this alone was 
the ground of his assurance. J-Ie was shellercd by the 
L,Jood, and God in old time bad declared, 11 \Vhen I see the 
blood I will pass over you." 

0 my reader I the thought of clenth mny trouble you nod 
cause your heart to quail and your whole being to tremble; 
for you cannot say, 11 1-1 is Llood nvnils for me." Out our 
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God in boundless grace has found n Ransom in His only 
Son who died on Calvary's Cross, in \'irtue of whose 
death you mRy escape a judgment which is terrible; ilnd by 
whose blood you may be saved, sheltered, and enabled with 
holy assur�nce to say, 11 If I die now, I shall go to heaven, 
for Christ Jesus bore my sins in His body on the tree." 

IIOLDlllBI 1H DOllflT4L lN TU DO n Will. 



ABOUNDING GRACE.. 
11 But where sin a.bounded, grace did much more abound" (Rom. v. 20). 

A
LL around us are living trophies of God's marvellous

redeeming grace; those who once were alienated 
frorn God by wicked works, but who by Divine grace have 
been saved, and can therefore attribute the turning-point in 
their lives to the great fact that Christ died for their sins, 
and thankfully acknowledge, as the A post le Paul: 11 Through 
the grace of God I am what I am." 

A short time ago we bad the privilege of speaking to an 
aged saint, whose whole being seemed moved at the mention 
of the Name of Jesus; as for many long years she had 
known Him as the Good Shepherd who gave His life for 
the sheep, and had many times realised that she was the 
object of His unceasing love and care. 

Jn the course of our conversation about the grace of our 
God, she informed us that a short time previously she had 
lost her beloved husband, who passed away at the ripe old 
age of eighty-two, and who for almost fifty years bad been 
a preacher of God's glad tidings; and added that just before 
he received the home-call, when infinnity, disease, and pain 
were triumphing over his mortal body, he said: " Now I 
prove the grace of which I have preached to others for nearly 
fifty years is sufficient for me here '1

; and that his last words, 
ere his eyes were closed in death, were words of welcome to 
the Lover of bis soul, as, with a countenance radiant with 
joy, he exclaimed in exultant tones, "Jesus, my precious 
Saviour; Jesus, my precious Saviour." Thus did his spirit 
pass from his body to be present with the Lord, but what a 
testimony was his to the saving and sustaining grace of God! 

The one mentioned above, at one period of his life's 
history, through the fear of death had been subject to 
bondage; but, as abounding grace brought to him salvation, 
and saved him from his sins, and gave him a sure hope of 
eternal glory, he could exclairn with thankfulness, " 0 
Death I where is thy sting?" for it was but a messenger of 
love to usher him into the presence of the One who had 
tasted death in all its bitterness. 

What a contrast between the peaceful death of the 
righteoµs and the death of the wicked who have spent 
their lives in self gratification and the service of Satan. For 
many io their blind zeal have left no stone unturned to 
promulgate error of the most insidious and deadly description. 
Think for a few moments of the deathbed of the notorious 



\ oltaire. Ile was dying what men call a natu1al death, 
doubtless, with every procurable comfort, and as, perhaps, 
loving hands ministered to the needs of the haughty rebel 
against God, they may not have thought that these were the 
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Abounding Gract. 

last comforts he would ever enjoy, for there is no comfort 
in the abode of lost souls, no loving hand to wipe the tear 
from the eye nor to moisten the parched lips with water; 
for his life was slowly ebbing away, and with it all the 
providential blessings of God, who causes l-Iis sun to shine 
both upon the righteous and the ungodly. There he lies, 
the one who had ignored, cursed, blasphemed, and in every 
conceivable way opposed the God of heaven, who for so 
many years had spared him, despite the evil of his ways; 
who had given him space to repent, but alas! he repented 
not, for he shrieks from his gall of bitterness, from his bond 
of iniquity, "The martyr's stake is a paradise to this"; his 
cries being so terrible that it is said that his nurse fled from 
the room in terror. Just before be died he exclaimed, "I 
am dying I" and, truly, his was the death which never dies. 
Thus pas�ing from Time to Eternity, a hopeless wreck for 
ever, to await the judgment of God, which is as sure as the 
death he had just died. 

vVere the death summons to sound in your ears, would it 
sound as an awful judgment knell? or would you die the 
death of the righteous? Would you be found unprepared, 
a Christless soul? or would it be a welcome message to 
usher you into the presence of the Saviour? But although 
you may be unprepared for Eternity, yet the boundless 
grace of God reaches towards you, and would rescue you 
from the miry clay of sin; for, in the work of Jesus Christ, 
who died the Just for the unjust, God sees that which both 
·satisfies and glorifies Him, that now He can offer you this
great salvation freely. The Gospel of His grace is there­
fore sent to you.

11 0 believe it I O receive it, 'tis for thee." 

"For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath 
�ppeared to all men " (Titus ii. 11 ).

ROY AL ¥� PARDON. 
"THOU art a God ready to PARDON, gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
forsookest them not" (Neb. ix. 17). "I-Ie ADUNDANTLY
PARDONS" (Is. Iv. 7). I-lave You accepted the Royal Pardon? 

Bv RoVAL CoMMAN o.-" God .. now ro11111u111det/1, all men 
everywhere to repent: because 1-Ie bath appointed a day in 
the which He will judge the world" (Acts xvii. 30, 3 I). 



THE DAY OF SALVATION. 

" WO.IT MU8T 1 DO TO DC 8AVRD? ' 



THE DAY OF SALVATION. 
"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation'' (2 Cor. vi. 2). 

A
LMOST all are aware that God has revealed in His

vVord that unless the sinner turns to Him for the 
forgiveness of sins in this life be can never enter heaven, 
but his precious soul will be eternally lost, which means to 
be for ever banished from God, holiness, and heaven. 

God in compassionate love uses various means to awaken 
the unsaved to realise their lost, sinful, and undone con­
dition; but when the conscience has been reached and the 
sinner is bowed down with a sense of sin, and has ahnost 
craved God's forgiveness, has almost trusted Christ for 
salvation, has almost crossed the threshold o( untold 
blessing, and is almost persuaded to be a Christian, there­
fore is almost saved, then it is that Satan, the great arch­
enemy of God and man, who is ever on the alert to catch 
away the good seed, that souls may be ruined for all 
eternity, presents himself as an angel of light, and whispers 
in his beguiling manner his most successful argument : 
11 Bye-and-bye, wait for a more convenient time, wait until 
such an event has happened, defer it until such a period of 
your, life is past, for there is plenty of time yet." And 
hundreds of sin-burdened souls heed the lies of the 
deceiver, vainly endeavouring to appease their consciences 
and calm their troubled hearts by deciding on some future 
occasion to obey the call of the Gospel of God's grace and 
be saved. 

Thus Satan works, bis obj,ect being to lull souls into a 
state of indifference, both to the claims of God and the 
wondrous love of the Saviour, that they may continue to be 
his bond-slaves, that they may settle down in this world 
which lies in his power, and that he may continue to lead 
tllem captives at his will. 

Pause, and think ! The solemn realities of eternity de­
mand your immediate attention, before you is the terrible 
abyss, lull, into which, were the Lrittle thread of life snapped 
asunder, you would be launched. Mortal man does not 
control his life; his breath is in the hand of his Creator, the 
One who gave it, and may be withdrawn at any 1noment; 
then, if unsaved, be will be a hoptless wreck for eternity. 

0 the folly of sinners to postpone this n1ost important of 
all matters I when, for aught they know, they may not have 
many more days, or even hours, lo spend in this world. 
Many are known to all, who have appeared strong and well 
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one dny. nod the next their bodies have been cold and life­
less. Each moment we Jive, each breath we draw. each 
throb of our pulse, each beat of our hearts is one neat tr 
our final destination. Let us, therefore, pause, and ask our­
selves the important questions: "\/\!here are we travelling to 
-endless blis�, or everlasting misery? \ Vhere shall we spend
eternity-in heavenly glory, or amidst the horrors of hell? 1

' 

It behoves you, if you value your soul, to be quite clear 
as to God's statements respecting His grace, mercy, and 
love. You need grace; God manifests it towards you. Ye u 
need love; God commends His love towards you, though it 
cost the priceless gift of His only begotten Son. You need 
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1nercy; He delights in 1nercy. You need the forgiveness 
of your sins; I-le offers it to you freely, in virtue of the 
atoning death of Jesus Christ, for "through this lvfan is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins.'' God has pro­
vided a great salvation, in which you may participate; and 
such is His love that He offers to you, as a free gift, eternal 
life, stating also the time wben this 111-ost enriclz.ing of all gifts 
may be obtained. Listen! ' 1 Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.'' Now, is God's 
time, but to-morrow is Satan's. The present time only is 
yours, a future day you may never live to see, for 

" The road of bye-and-bye 
Leads to the land of never." 

Now, God's message to you is: "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.'' To-morrow you may be 
irrecoverably lost. Now, the salvation of God is offered 
,rou freely. To-morrow you may be where no offer of mercy 
ever comes. Now, God would prepare to dwell in the un­
sullied light of His presence, both the reader of these lines, 
.and every guilty sinner who approaches Him in the Name 
of Jesus. To-morrow you may be in torments, your 
sorrowful doom for ever fixed in the fire which burneth for 
ever and ever. Now, the Saviour calls to you in tones of 
tenderest love, "Come unto Me," but, in a day not far 
distant, you may hear from His lips the solemn words, 
"Depart, ye workers of iniquity, I never knew you.'' With 
these solemn facts before you, whilst God is beseeching you 
to be reconciled, and offering to you this full, free, and 
eternal .salvation, harden not your heart, lest He take thee 
away with. His stroke, then a great ransom cannot de­
liver thee. 

"Procrastination,'' says the well-known proverb, "is the. 
thief of time," and one has also described it as the "Re­
cruiting sergeant of hell.'' Has procrastination become 
habitual with you, my reader? Do you continually defer 
the consideration of this subject of overwhelming importance? 
If so, think of the danger to which you are needlessly ex­
posing yourself; for, if unsaved, you have no true hope for 
eternity; nothing before you but everlasting woe. Shortly 
you may be engulfed in those terrible depths froru ,vhich 
none can extricate you, with Satan, demons, and lost 
sinners for your companions. \Vbat misery, despair, and 
darkness I vVhat weeping ! And will you foolishly cast in 
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your lot with those who trifle with and tteglect tlte great 
sa./vatio,, of God? \tVill your lips ever utter these solemn 
words, " I am tormented in this flame"? 

l\Iany who purposed to spend eternity in heaven will at 

. 

'•Now·· 

last find themselves shut out, because they sought to gain 
admittance when too late. Intending to be saved on so�e 
future occasion will neither save the soul nor secure a plac.e 
amongst the redeemed of the Lord, neither will it be a plea 
in favour of those who stand before the bar of God at the 
Great Judgment. 



The Day of Strlvalio11. 
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Sinner, beware I Sin is no triflin� matter in God's sight. 
Your condition is dangerous, and Judgment is imminent. 
Therefore, do not make shipwreck of your soul's welfare, 
but, as you read of God's great love, as you tlii11l1 oj tlte 
c.ompa.ssum of Clz,,isl, His humiliation, His shame, His sorrow, 
and llis atoning death, treat it not lightly, neither de&pise 
the mercy of the loving and gracious Saviour. The door of 
salvation is now wide open, and whosoever will may enter
in and be saved, whilst those who pass by, refusing to  enter, 
will be lost for ever, after having tr�ated with contempt the 
proffered mercy of God, and spurned both the calls of love 
and the warning notes of the One whose mission into this 
world was to "seek and save " the lost. 

Defer not this important matter longer. " Boast not 
thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not ,vbat a day may 
bring forth,., is the precept of Scripture, which you do well
to heed. God does not bind Himself to bless you to-morrow, 
neither does He promise to dispense His gifts or pardon the 
guilty on any future occasion. 

Th�refore as this love is made known to you, do not be 
�uilty of s11tli base ingratitude as to decide that on your death­
bed you will turn to God and sue for mercy, for you may 
never have a death-bed, but may be among that number 
who die without a moment's warning. If so, it is, practica11y 
saying, by your actions that you will e11joy tlze pleasures of sili, 
have all you can get out of the world, spend your life in self­
gratification, and when on the border of the tomb, and almost 
on the threshold of eternity, you will be saved by turning to 
God, thus making the best of both worlds. 

If such is the thought of the reader of these lines, I would 
add, in conclusion-Beware! God is not mocked. " Seek 
ye the Lord while I-le may be found.'' Do not trifle any 
longer, lest the One who is now manifesting such grace 
towards you be tired beyond forbearance, and cut you down 
in your sins, a lost soul-lost, because you would not be 
saved in God's time-to experience, in the midnight gloom 
of the lost world, the bitterness of being " Almost saved, but 
lost.'' 0 my reader, will you tV.!r have to lament,. "The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am not saved"? 

" Flee, for wrath ls surely comlog, 
Flee to Christ, the sinner's Friend, 
Flee, His arms will now embrace you, 
Flee, £or Mercy's d:iy will end." 



HIS LAST CALL. 

A 
GOSPEL service bad been be!d some years ago at a

hall in the Channel Islands, after which a number of 
Christian friends, desiring that others should know the 
gracious Saviour and hear 

"The joyfnl news of sins forgiven, 
Of hell subdued, of peace ,.ith heaven," 

wended their way to the sea-shore to hold an open-air service. 
When near the spot selected, one of the number turned 

aside to ask a man who was lounging about to come and 

hear the oft-told story of God's boundless love. Dul, alas I 
he was a hardened sinner, and twice refu!:ed the loving', 
earnest invitation, supplementing his second rdusnl with 
the awful words, " I would rather go to hell lhan to hear 
the Gospel." 

Did he for cast his own judgment? Did he unlhinkin�ly 
rnake his lasting choico between heaven an<l hell? JJo that 
as it may, the olemn fact remains thnl tho same eveniuJ,;", 

t ten o'clock, the blasphemous trifler wllh lh() �ln<l tidinu 
of B r iou God w seiz <l with illn s I nd b fore th 
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belfry clock chimed the 1nidnight hour, death's icy hand was 
laid upon his heart, and life's brittle thread was snapped. 

Has the Gospel story no charn1 to your ear? If so, it is 
evident that you are an unforgiven sinner. God delights in 
the Gospel. The saved sinner rejoices in the Gospel. 
Satan, man's arch-enemy, hates it, because it frees his 
servants from his tyranny. It is Satan who seeks to hide the 
blessedness of the Gospel, to charm so that its divine notes 
fall upon sin-deafened ears, to harden so that the heart is 
unmoved by God's unparalleled love, and to hinder so that 
man may not savingly hear His proclamations of peace. 

God's boundless grace brings salvation. The Gospel is 
His power to that end. But mark! not to those who 
despise it, not to those who neglect it, not to those who 
merely hear it, but "to everyone that believeth." Are you 
among that number? If so, you will be ·with that countless 
multitude who will shine to the praise of His grace in the 
ages to come; if not, you may die in your sins and be 
eternally lost. 

In the coming judgment day it will avail you nothing, but 
only add to your conden1nation;. that you heard the truths 
of the Gospel, that Christ came to seek the lost, that He 
died for the guilty, and that now He is a Prince and a 
Saviour at God's right hand, presented in the Gospel as the 
object of faith. Oh, as you value your soul: 

'' Heed the record God has given, 
Heed His \Vord and b! brought nigh, 

Heed the glorious Gospel message, 
Heed it now or you will die." 

Hear it, believe it, and trust the Saviour of whom it so 
fully testifies. Then you will be "justified freely by His 
grace, knowing that He [Christ] was delivered for yoiir 
offences, and raised again for your justification.,, 

LEAVE IT NOT. 

WHERE will you be in Eternity? Oh, prepare for it. 
Leave it not till the last hour. Leave it not-until your death­
bed: you may never have a death-bed. Leave it not until 
you get 1nore time: you may never get more time. Leave 
it not until you get old: you may never get old. Leave it 
not until the Spirit strives 1nore powerfully : He may never 
strive again. Leave it not until to-morrow: you may never 
see to-rnorrow. This uight thy soul 1nay be required of thee I 



FROM SO GREAT A DEATH: A STORY OF 

THE "BIRKENHEAD.'' 

A 
TOUCHING story of youthful heroism has been

recently recorded of a young officer of the Highland 
Light Infantry, Alexander Cumine Russell, who willingly 

I,OWl'I\ISCl TUii LIV ·uo1.n. 
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gaYe his life when that noble vessel the Bi,Ju11/uad struck the 
rocks. Russe11, who was but seventeen, was ordered into 
one of the boats, for the purpo5=e of commanding it. and he 
sat with ditn1ned eyes in the stern, son1e distance from the 
doomed ship, watching the forms of bis beloved comrades, 
standing upright on the deck. He saw the ship go down, 
carrying with it hundreds of brave hearts. He saw tho::e 
fearful creatures of the deep seizing their prey, and heard the 
screams of scores of human beings, as they were torn to 
pieces by sharks. 

Then just when all for him was safe, he saw a sailor's 

A 81'1AllK. 

form rise close to the boat, and a band 
strive to grasp the side. There was not 
room in the craft for a single person 

more, without great risk of 
upsetting the boat. But as 

"B1t 6.AW TUOliE .--si.nvt:L C1IBA'l UllES OB 'IRE DEEl' s�r.LJNG THEIR r�PT'." 

the sailor's face rose close at the boat's side, a woman in the 
craft called out in agony," Save him! save him! He is my 
husband!" Russell looked at the woman, then at her child­
ren, then at that sailor strugg1ing in the waves, his eyes 
beseeching help, then at the sharks feasting on every band. 

He arose, and with a bold plunge jumped clear of the boat, 
and helped the drowning sailor into what had been his own 
place-a place of safety. Then amidst a chorus of " God
bless you I'' from those in the boat, the young offictr turned 
round to meet bis death. Many in the boat closed their eyes 
in prayer; when they opened them Alexander Cumine Rus­
sell was nowhere to be seen. \Vonderful lo,•e I for one man 
to g-ive bis life for another. Pare human pity and grace, for 
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the rescued sailor had no claim whatever; but brave Alexander 
Cumine Russell voluntarily took the fatal Jeap, he rescued 
the dying man, and then fell a prey to the sharks; he dared 
to die for his fellow-man. 

Does not this stirring story illustrate a deed still more 
pathetic? Ah, yes! It reminds those who are saved of the 
stupendous grace of the Captain of their salvation. He be­
held them from His lofty throne, tossed to and fro on the 
angry billows of sin, and knowing that they were hopeless 
wrecks, unable to save themselves, and that soon they would 
sink beneath the angry waves and be eternally lost, He, the 
Lord of life and glory, left His throne above, and passed into 
the surging waters of death, exclaiming," All Thy waves and 
Thy billows have gone over 1\1:e." He came just where they 
were, stretched out His hand to rescue, lifted them from the 
tempest, and put them in His own place of eternal safety. 
Not for the angels, not for E{is friends, but, 0 wondrous 
love, for I-Iis enemies! Well may they say, as they meditate 
upon such an exhibition of grace, as feelings of reverential 
a we fill their souls, and gratitude possesses their hearts, ''We 
love Him, because He first loved, gave Himself, and died 
for us." 

You, dear unsaved one, are perishing in the waters of sin. 
You may not realise it, but it is nevertheless true, that the 
waves of self,.righteousness, ignorance, or gross outward sin 
are carrying you on their whited crests ; their movements 
may be gentle at first, and the sensation somewhat pleasing; 
but, alas! you are drifting on, on, on to eternal death. 

The time comes when you awake to your peril, and your 
heart fails as you see the waves of sin rising mountains high. 
There is a lingering hope in your breast. See, the unwreck­
able lifeboat of salvation draws near, a band is stretched 
forth to rescue you. It is the almighty hand of the Saviour, 
for you can see the print of the nails thereon. Do you 
hesitate to take it? Does your confidence in His willingness 
to save you falter? Do you doubt His power? Whilst He 
is so nigh, stretch out the hand of faith to grasp the Saviour's 
once-wounded band, and cry with all the earnestness of a 
drowning man," Lord, save me, or I perish!" The moment 
you do so you are caught in that all-powerful grasp, the 
Infinite holds the finite, the Strong holds the weak, and you 
are saved with an ever]asting salvation. 

Beyond life's surging billows those thus rescued will ulli-
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mately pass, to be for ever with their greal Deliverer ; and 
if the terrible past is remembered at all, it will be to cause 
unceasing praise to flow fron1 the raptured heart to the One 
who gave His precious life to deliver from so great a death.. 

�·lillions have been rescued, who are now safely landed in 
the haven of rest, the harbour of unruffled calm. Thousands 
are living who can testify to the reality of their deliverance. 
Sinner, the Amighty Deliverer is nigh thee: note His pitying 
eye, see His outstretched arms, which manifest a fulness of 
love, beyond the fulness of the mighty ocean. 0 trust Him 
now, let the language of your hea1t be-

" I yield I 
I can hold out no more, 

I sink by dying love compelled, 
And own Thee Conqueror.'' 

Brave Alexander Cumine Russell died for one; Jesus 
Christ died for all. He was but a man; J �sus Christ was 
God manifest in the flesh. His was great human love; Jesus 
Christ's was almighty Divine Joye. This love He desii,-es to 
confer upon you. Ob, avail yourself of it by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ-

" \Vbo died on the tree, 
And wrought a Salvation, 0 sinner, for thee." 

ONE MEDIATOR; OR, MAKE MUCH OF 

CHRIST. 

A
CONVERTED miner was once travelling by rail between

Blackburn and Ma·nchester, when a gentleman who 
bad the appearance of a Romish priest entered the compart­
ment.in which he was sitting. Now, this miner was one of 
those who bad found salvation through Christ, and who 
knew experimentally what it meant to have his many .sins 
forgiven ; therefore wherever he went his desire was that 
others should know his Saviour and taste the joys of 
redeeming grace. 

Tbe train steamed out of the busy station, and as they 
were alone, and the miner desired to converse with his 
fellow-passenger about God's boundless love, he respectfully 
offered him a booklet, entitled, "The Leper Cl·eansed," 
which was graciously received. After a careful perusal of 
its contents, the gentleman looked up and said: 

11 A very good tract this." 
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"Yes, sir; it bears the Name of Christ,and testifies to 
the virtue of His precious blood." 

" Perfectly true." 
"Yes, it is very important to know that man is lost; and 

the only way to God is through the redemptive work of 
Christ Jesus, for His blood, which cleanseth from all sin, 
can and does fit the guilty sinner for God's presence; and 
apart from that, none can enter heaven. 11 

"How 1nany belong to your faith?" 
"I don't know the number.1' 
" Indeed ! " 
"You must know, friend, that God's Word states that 

A Ml:s'Elt AT WORR AT TBE I,'ACE. 

there is 'One Lord, one faith, one baptism,' and 'By grace 
are ye saved through faith'; and that the Lord Jesus once 
said, 'I am the Door,' and, again, 'Ye must be born again.' 
And mark, friend, these are the words of the Son of God, 
the Son of Man, the Alpha and Omega. Remember also 
that all other ways to God are spurious, even though they 
be religious and refined." 

"And what do you think of the Pope of Rome?" 
"The Pope of Rome is but a failing man as you and I. 

He was born into this world a sinner as were all Adain', 
posterity." 
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The Ron1anist nppeared not to like this candid reply, and 
for some n1oments sat in silence, which ,vas broken by the 
miner continuing: 

" �Iy friend, let us 1nake n1uch of Christ, for God has 
given Him a Name above every name, and crowned Him 
with glory and honour at His own right hand." 

cc That is quite true, but do you not think that Pope 
Leo XIII. is the head of the Church?" 

"Oh, no, for we ·read in Colossians i. that Christ is the 
Head of the Church, and that being true, it is evident that 
the Pope of Ron1e is not. If Pope Leo has been born 
again, and cleansed from his sins by the all-availing blood 
of Christ, he, in common with every believer, is. a member 
both of the Church and of the body of Christ; for in 1

Corinthians xii. 13 we read these ,vords: 'For by one Spirit 
are we all baptised into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles.' Neither your finger nor your thumb is your 
be1d; they are but members of your body. lVIoreover, the 
Apostle Paul, to whom ,vas revealed the mystery of the 
Church, ,vas but a member of that body." 

The train then slackened speed, and drew up to the 
platf9rm, and the Romanist, bidding the miner "Good­
day," alighted. 

Oh, sinner, whatever man n1ay presume to teach, the 
truth of God remains: "There is one God, and one 
1Iediator, be_tween God and man," not the Pope, not the 
priest, not the clergy, but" the l\,Ian Christ Jesus." There 
is a sure way to heaven, the new and living ,vay, which is 
Christ, and Him crucified. 

Therefore listen to the gracious words of the sinner's 
Saviour, "I am the Door: by Me if any n1an enter in he 
shall be saved'' (John x. g). "I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father but by f\Ie" 
(John xiv. 6). cc Him that cometh to l\le, I will in no wise
cast out" (jobn vi. 37). Come to Him as you are, lost nod 
guilty, and you will realise that-

.. There is alone one way of peace, 
One way alone lo heaven, 

Alone one way by which the vile, 
Can be received, forgiven. 

Thnt way ls Christ, the Christ of God, 
\Vbo died on Co.h•nry's tree, 

To snve lhc guilty and undone, 
And set the prisoner Cree.•• 



EXCEEDINGLY PRECIOUS. 

i\ 'f ANY good soldiers of Jesus Christ have been to the
1 Y. front during the late famentable South African War, 
who, surrounded by shot, shell, and slaughter, and whilst 
sounded in their ears both the bugles' call and the cannons' 

......... _ 

-
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roar, have been kept perfectly calm, knowing the peace of 
God which passeth understanding. 

Not only so, but when deadly conflict has been the one 
theme, many of them have been enabled to proclaim glorious 
peace-eternal peace-made by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Theirs has been a grand message; for, surrounded by the 
dead and dying, they have proclaimed Christ the Life. Sur­
rounded by moral and spiritual darkness, they have 
announced Christ the Light. Surrounded by insidious 
error, they have preached Christ the Truth. 

Only in the coming day will the full results of their self­
denying labours be seen, when they will know bo\v many 
as a result of their testimony have surrendered to a 
Saviour- God, and proved that He grants mercy and 
pardon to all who approach Him through the crucified 
Saviour. :Many are known whose lives testify to the 
reality of their conversion; but there have been also 
numbers who have passed from the gory veldt to the 
glorious pretence of the great Captain of their salvation, 
whom they had so shortly before learned to love because 
He first loved them. 

But not only can it be truly sung of our God that 
.. Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

Grace to cover all my sin.'' 

but the believer in Christ also knows that abounding grace 
which sustains in every time of need. This was experienced 
by a Christian soldier who was seriously wounded in one 
of the engagements, and to add to his discomfort became 
entangled with barbed wire. For twenty-eight hours be 
lay there suffering excruciating pain, helpless in the 
extre1ne, and too· weak to extricate himself. Wbeo dis­
covered be was in a state of utter exhaustion, but he was 
softly singing, with what he may have thought ,vas his 
dying breath, the well-known words: 

"I'll say when the death dews lie close on my brow, 
I( ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now." 

\Vhat a testimony to the Saviour's nearness in his hour 
of physical extremity! 

The above is another striking proof of the faithfulness 
of the Saviour who says: "Lo! I am with you always." 
For in prosperity, or when bowed down with unspeakable 
sorrow: in health, or when overtaken with sicl{ness: when 
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all is bright, or when dark clouds obscure life's horizon: in
all the constantly varying circumstances of life, the saved
prove Him to be "a Friend who sticketh closer than a
brother," who is '' the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.''
And all can vouch for the truth of the statement: "Unto
them that believe He is precious.''

Reader do you love the Lord Jesus Christ? Your mother
taught you to lisp His holy Name in infancy, your Sunday­
school teacher besought you to give Him your heart in your
youth, your father ere he breathed his last asked you to
meet Him in heaven, and above all the gracious Saviour has
many times called you to Himself. Can it be that you do
not love Him whom angels ceaselessly adore, whom saints
everlastingly bless, for whom the noble army of martyrs
have laid down their lives, who is the centre of all God's
delight. \Vbat consummate folly not to love Him! Read
the account of His life. Ponder the records of His mighty
acts. i1editate upon His atoning death. But here is
glorious tidings for you, for in spite of the indifference of
your heart, He loves you. In condescending grace He became
obedient to death. He bore the death penalty. He died for
your sins. But now crowned with glory, waving the palm
of victory, holding the sceptre of universal supremacy, He
is seated on high, from whence He calls to you to turn to
Him for salvation, that you may share all His glories as the
Son of Man.

In conclu- !'
.-:

sion, we quote ,.
God's scath-,
ing sentence
upon all who
do not love
Him: "If any
man love not
t h e  Lo r d
/esus Christ,
e t  h im be

An e t h e m a
Ma ranath a�
f accursed at •
l-Iis coming]"
( 1 Corinthians
xvi. 22).



MAN, KNOW THYSELF. 

1Y1 
OST of our readers remember the wise words of the

Grecian philosopher Solon; "Man, l<now thyself." 
Especially have they been brought to their notice when their 
district has been visited by phrenologists, for their placards 
and ha�d-bills are usually beaded by the above striking 
words. 

Many who desire to make the most of this life, visit the 
phrenologist, that they may know their capabilities, and learn 
what to restrain and what to cultivate in their nature. As 
phrenologists are but erring men, liable to be mistaken, and 
as there is but One who can give an infallible, unerring 
delineation of n1an's state by nature, and that One the 
Creator-God, of whom alone it can be truly said, "For 
Thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men,'' it is 
important, if we would know ourselves, that we heed His 
statements-statements which can make us wise unto 
salvation. 

First, as to our hearts, God declares : "The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Of our 
thoughts He says: "They are evil continually.'' And thus 
He describes our walk: "They have all gone out of the way." 
And under the brief statement, '' There is none righteous, 
no, not one," He sums up all the members of the human 
family. \Vell does it become us to remember that these are 
the declarations of the great God whose attributes are truth 
and righteousness, who is able as none other to correctly 
weigh, to evenly balance, and to justly pronounce a verdict. 
He describes us as" sinners "" enemies " "unaodly ''"with-
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out hope," "without strength," "without excuse," "dead in 
trespasses and sins." 

These are the solemn declarations of Almighty God. vVbat 
an appalling description I Especially when He has also re­
vealed that nothing that defileth can enter heaven. "These 
facts unnerve me,'' says one. "This knowledge strikes terror 
to my heart," adds another. "\i\That must I do?·' asks a

third. We would add that" knowledge is power" only as 
it is rightly used. See that young man; he knows that an

impure life ends in an early grave, but he continues his licen­
tious.career, and he dies. That poor drunkard you saw reel­
ing home last night knows that drink is his ruin, but still he 
drinks, and passes into a drunkard 1s grave. Yonder miser 
knows that gold is his god, but he dies as he lived, cternaJly 
poor. So that knowing your condition is not everything; 
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there n1usl be the turning from the evil and the application 
of the ren1edy. 

You are seized with illness; you consult a physician, wish­
ing to have your particular disease diagnosed. He tells you 
plainly your dangers, he prescribes a course of treatment; 
but you must obey his instructions, must appropriate the 
remedy, to stop the ravages of disease, or your dreams of 
future health are but castles built in the air. 

1. l\ll.l'ID, "l'he cnrunl mlu<l li; eumily ogoiusl God" (Hom. \·iii. 7).
2, Ih'E. "The eye is uot snlisfied wilh seeing" (Uccle11. i. 8).
3. MoVTu. "Whose moulh is lull of cursing nud bllternt'5S •• (Rom .. ill. 1-4).
◄· HAR. 11 Like the deofndde-r lhol sloppclh her car" (l'H lxxxvill. 4).
,s. Nac:x. " Hnrdcuelb bis neck" (Prov. xxlx. 1).
6, Ha:,uT. "Deceitful nbo,·e ell thlugs nud dt'11pcralcly wicked" Ocr. x,-ti. Q).

But sometimes a physician orders things which are, as far 
as tho patient is concerned, impossible. Not so with the 
great sympathising Pbysicinn. I-Ie has gone fully into your 
case, and although exposing its terribleness, Be spenks so 
clearly nnd lovingly of n sure remedy, cnusing tho dny•stnr 
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of hope to a.rise in the heart of the forlorn sinner. This is 
His remedy. It has been called ' 1 an easy, artless, unen­
cumbered plan.'' He commands you to repent, to confess 
and forsake your sins, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, the Gospel declares, died for your sins, but is now 
raised from the dead, and seated in heavenly glory. 

Thus God gives you light, that you may know yourself, 
but He also states the perfect remedy. Oh, accept it; obey 
His instructions, lest this knowledge be your greatest con­
demnation; for far better never to have known God's remedy 
than to know it and then treat it slightingly. Remember 
the solemn words of the Saviour : "This is tl�e r.ondemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light; because their deeds were evil" (J obn iii. 19 ). 

ANSWERED PRAYERS. 
11 All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 

shall receive " (.Matt. xxi. 22). 
11 HOW wondrous are God's dealings!'' said an elderly man 

to me not long since, with tears in his eyes. He had 
fived a respectable life, been a fair1y prosperous man, and an 
earnest worker in a thriving Sunday school, but he had 
never been, to the Saviour about his sins; he had never re­
ceived God's free gift, eternal life. He had never pondered 
over that text-uYe must be born again." 

His wife, whom he loved dearly, was a Christian, who 
tried her utmost, both by example, precept, and warning, to 
lead him to the Lord Jesus Christ; and, although, time after 
time, she pleaded with him to accompany her to hear the 
Gospel faithfully preached in all its soul-delivering power, 
he manifested the utmost indifference, for his heart was not 
right with God.

But his wife prayed on, and the Hearer of prayer answered 
in a way little expected. She was taken ill, and, after a very 
short illness God called her to rest, much to the sorro·w of 
the bereaved husband. But that loss, severe as it was, the 
the loss of his dearest earthly treasure, was God's ,vay of 
dealing with him, and leading him to take the greatest treasure 
in the universe - eternal life. His proud, rebellious heart 
was softened: he saw that eternity ,vith all its tremendous 
issues was before him; he thought of the rest he kne,v bis ·wife 
bad entered, and of the hell to ,vhich be would go if he died in 
the condition be was in, and, with these sole1nn realities 



A Hswtrtd P,ayirs. 

weighing on hjs conscience, be resolved that the next 
Sunday he would attend the service at which his wife 
bad received so much blessing. 

He went to the service ; and, as be sat under the sound 
of the Gospel, fetling bis dire need, God met him and 
revealed to him that no resolutions, merits, or works of his 
own could fit him for heaven, but that Christ bad on 

•• .. n.a .6. 8DOUT ll.LNESJ, 00D CAl.I.ED JlEB TO RBIIT," 

Calvary's Cross completed a work whereby I·Ie couh.1 
righteously pardon him, and that the forgiveness of his 
sins and the salvation of his soul were oOered freely on 
the principle of faith. On that memorable night he took 
God at His word, believed I lis Gospel, received the gift 
which enriches for ever, and from that day was a new 
creature in Christ, know-in� that be was saved by the Lord, 
continually looking forward to the time when his hod7 or 
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humiliation would be changed, and he be lilce, and for ever 
with the Lord. 

Thus was his departure described by a Christian who was 
present: "Towards the last his intimate friends, knowing 
that the time of his departure was at hand, and that he 
would soon hear the home-call, gathered around his be.d, 
for he had fallen into a state of unconsciousness. One 
leaned over and asked gently if be knew hin1, but there 
was no response; but, upon his further asking, if he knew 
the Lord Jesus, and realised His presence, his face 
immediately brightened, and, with uplifted hand, as though 
pointing to someone, he gently whispered, 'YEs-HE is­
BLESS HIM-PEACE-PEACE.' A look of the sweetest 
peace settled upon his countenance, for he, doubtless, was 
enjoying some foretaste of the peace which was, through 
grace, h1s eternal portion, and immediately after he passe<l 
away to be in the presence of the One who ,vas his Saviour, 
Redeemer, and Lord. ti 

If you, reader, feel your need of peace, pardon,. and 
sal \'ation for your precious soul, "Belie\'e on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. ti 

Fellow-believer, pray on. The ear of God is open to 
your cries. He will answer the prayer of faith. It may not 
be in our time, or in our way, and w� n1ay never live to see 
it. But He remembers the times we have mingled together 
our tears and prayers for the erring ones. Pray on, they 
will yet be answered, for has He not said, " The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto 
their prayers" ( 1 Peter iii. 12 ). 

DO YOU KNOW 

T
HAT "All have sinned and come short of the glory of

God" (Rom. iii. 23), therefore you are a sinner? That 
"the soul that sinneth, it shall die'' (Ezek. xviii. 4), there­
fore the second death awaits you as a sinner? That "while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us'' (Rom. v. 8), there­
fore He must have died for you? That" this l\Ian receiveth 
sinners,and eateth with them" (Luke xv. 1)? 1-Ie has received 
millions! He will receive you l That "ye may know thnt 
ye have eternal life'' (1 John v. 13)? Do you know it? 



A BEACON OF WARNING. 

"Bon.st not thyself o( to•morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth" (Prov. xxvii. 1). 

W
E are still in the laod of the Ii ving, and are the

possessors of tbat priceless treasure-life: of which 
one bas said, "The wealth of mines cannot purchase it, the 
wisdom of the profoundest intellects cannot originate it, no 
power on earth can prolong it, and no language can define 
it.'' And yet how few remember that it is through the 
goodness of God, that we live and move and have our being. 
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A9 I looked upon tho exterior of n nutgnificent mnnsion, 
in the charming health resort of M-, I was very forcibly 
reminded, both of the brevity and uncertainty of life, in this 
world. I was informed that many years ago, that noble 
structure bad been erected at an immense cost, and that al­
though a considerable time had elapsed, it bad not been in­
habited. As I further noticed the neat ivy-covered lodge on 
which time and decay were doing their sure ,vork; the moss­
covered carriage drive; and what little I could see of the 
grounds, which at one time must have been splendidly laid 
out, I was curious to know the reason, and learned that a 
gentleman of considerable wealth bad given orders for its 
erection, purposing to present it to his son on the occasion of 
his marriage, which it was arranged should take place when 
be attained his majority. He was nearly of age, but be 
never reached 'it, for death laid its unrelenting hand upon 
him. 

He left home to take a short tour through Switzerland, 
and while he arid his party were climbing the Alps, he took 
a false step, and stumbled, and, although he made a desperate 
effort to recover his balance, and attempted to clutch at 
something to wbicb to hold, all was in vain; he fell, and went 
headlong down those rugged rocks, to the terrible depths 
below. Shortly afterwards his poor mangled body was found 
but the precious life was gone. Time's scenes with their 
pleasures and opportunities were past for ever in his ex­
perience. But a.few brief moments before he was doubtless 
enjoying from those lofty heights, the invigorating breezes 
and the beauties· of God's fair creation: a few moments after 
that fatal step his spirit had winged its flight to the great 
beyond, either to be absent from the body, present with the 
Lord, or, solemn fact I in torments. Whether prepared for 
eternity I was not able to ascertain. 

May not this solemn incident stand before us as a beacon 
of warning? This life seems but a brief moment between 
the ages which have passed and the eternity ,vhich is to come. 
Alas 1 that we spend our time so triflingly, and our years ns 
a tale that is told; regardless of the welfare of our imn1ortnl 
souls, forgetting that sooner or Inter we must enter eternity, 
to know either the joys of heaven, or the woes of hell. 

The beacon lights of many unexpected calls to depart this 
life burn brighlly before us, warning us not to give the 
things of time, which nt their longest nre but for n very 
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brief season, every consideration, to the neglect of the far 
more important matters, the affairs of eternity, which are of 
everlasting duration. Eternal they will remain when time's 
course has run _out. Therefore, the weighty matter of the 
soul's destiny should be settled now, for soon the place 
which now knows us will know us no more for ever: we 
know not what a day may bring forth. 

My friend, the messenger of death may be on your track. 
The arrow of death may shortly pierce your heart. You 
may be the next marked for the fall. The sands of time 
may soon be run out in your experience. The solemn 
words may soon be spoken to you, "This night thy soul 
shall be required of thee," then your heart would cease its 
beating, your pulse would cease throbbing, and the life-blood 
cease coursing through your veins, and, however unwilling 
you may be, eternity will be begun in your experience. 

The pirate· of such experience, the great arch-enemy of 
God and man, Satan, would allure you by his false lights, 
towards the quicksands of sin and unbelief. He plans .your 
ruin. He desires that your prospects of eternal felicity may 
be blighted, that you may be stranded and wrecked upon the 
rocks of destruction. 

Listen, as the Eounds of a voice fall softly upon your ears. 
It can be heard above the turmoil and strife of earth. I ts 
tones are of the most tender beseechings, fraught with love 
and heart-felt desire for your blessing; 'tis the voice of Jesus, 
speaking to those who know they are guilty sinners, unfit 
for heaven, 11 Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I wUl give you rest; him that cometh to Me, I 
will in no wise cast out." The question we would ask you, 
reader, is-Will you obey the gracious words of this glorious 
invitation ? Or shall the solemn words be true of you : 
"Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched 
out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye bave set at 
nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof; I 
also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh" (Prov. i. 24-26). 

-----

THE DAY OF REcKONING.-Over against all your carnal 
delights God bas written these words: "After this the 
judgme11t I" Do not think that God bath forgotten.. He 
will bring every work into judgment. The day of reckoning 
may seem to linger, but it will surely come. 



EDGAR'S MESSAGE; OR, MEET ME IN 
HEAVEN. 

l\fT ESSAGES from those who have passed into the great
1 beyond, are usually pondered over and cherished : in 

many cases they have been the means of changing the whole 
current of the lives of those left behind, who weep, sorrow, 
and miss those, who though absent are:-

.. Not lost to memory, not lost to love, 
But gone to the Father's house above." 

The subject of this brief article, was the son of parents, 
who had many times supplicated their God on his behalf; 
the burden of their heart's prayer being that Edgar should 
trust their Saviour, and receive the gracious pardon of God. 
But alas l until nearly twenty-one, he lived without the love 
of God shed abroad in his heart, and like the multitude of 
boys and young men, was quite regardless of his lost estate; 
he paid no attention to the words of those who sought his 
soul's salvation ; be was a stranger to the grace of God. 

Not being constitutionally strong, disease soon laid him 
low, and as he slowly recovered from typhoid fever, the 
unmistakable signs of consumption manifested themselves; 
which rapidly developed until his case was pronounced utterly 
hopeless. 

Young man, you may be scheming for success in life, you 
may be thinking of a ceaseless round of pleasure, and you 
may be arranging how to spend a long life without God. 
But, what.of eternity? Disease, the customary forerunner 
of death may seize you, everything may be done to save, and 
prolong your life to no avail, and then death will claim you 
and usher you into eternity, what then? would you live in 
heaven, or exist in hell? 

Edgar's parents anxiously watched for the manifestation 
of a spiritual change in their dying son, and ever and anon 
rose to the God of heaven tlieir earnest cries on his behalf. 
A few weeks before his death the father entered his sick­
chamber, and heard the following confession, which caused 
his heart to throb with joy: "I've found Him, I've found 
Him; now will you ask the Lord to take me home ? I nm 
so happy, and long to go to be with Jesus.'' And ns his 
father noticed the peaceful calm which rested upon his pale 
face, he doubted not, but that his mnny prayers were 
answered, and that Edgar had passed from dent h to life. 

Mny we ask you, dear reader, have you found 1-Iim? Hn,·e 



Edgar's Message. 

you trusted the Saviour, have you believed the Gospel of 
God? If not, seek now, for they who seek will surely find. 

Some days later the doctor called to pay Edgar a pro­
fessional visit, and bis fo1d mother remarked: "Edgar is 
not so well to-day, sir.'' The dying young fe1low heard her 
words, and looking with a bright smile, and pointing upwards, 
he said: "Doctor, I a1n going home." Tears glistened in 
the doctor's eyes, and clasping the sufferer's wasted hands, 

.. A Few llOUllB LATER BE PEA0hFOLLY PASSED AWAY.' 

he said: "It will not be long, my dear boy, then you will 
be better off." 

A few days later, the father went in the small hours of the 
morning to sit with him, and as he entered the room, Edgar 
said, whilst a sweet heavenly smile illuminated his features: 
"This would be a glorious day for me to go home; I should 
so like to go to-day/' "Yes,' i:-ejoined his father," this is 
the Lord's day, I-Iis resurrection day." The day gradually 
wore away, until twelve at night, when he appeared rather 
disappointed that be bad not been called ho:11e: "But maybe 
I shall go to-morrow," he cheerfully said 
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At four o'clock the following morning, doubtless feeling 
that his end was near, he requested his father to call his two 
brothers. It was a touching sight to see them both kneeling 
by the sufferer's bed, and to hear their brother, whose life 
was gradually flickering away, praying earnestly for their 
welfare. He ended his petition by asking the Lord Jesus to 
take him home quickly, that his kind parents might be 
reliev�d from further strain. After this he ·was completely 
exhausted, and became unconscious, and a few hours later 
he passed peacefully away, to enjoy the blessedness of the 
Saviour's presence, where there is no more weariness, sorrow, 
or pain, where they "hunger no more, neither thirst any 
n1ore,"where"God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

After his conversion and towards the close of his trying 
illness, he expressed a wish that his former companions 
should follow him to the grave. "Ask them," he said to his 
father, "to meet me in heaven. . Put the truth before them, 
and tell them not to let Satan delude them." When the body 
was interred, nine of them accompanied the sorrowing 
parents and friends, and after tbe body was laid in the cold 
earth to await the resurrection morning, bis father solemnly 
conveyed Edgar's dying message, and as he did so, a deep 
solemnity rested upon the little company, who appeared deeply 
impressed. 

This dear young fellow who was saved by sovereign grace 
on bis death-bed, had not very many opportunities of serving 
his Saviour, his Christian life being �o brief; but Jet us hope 
that his dying message may be heard and obeyed, not only 
by his former companio"ns, but also by many more, even by 
the readers of these Jines, who may have received a similar 
message from some dear one who bas gone before. Ob, fulfil 
the desire of the departed by trusting the loving Saviour, 
who in .condescending love died for you, who calis you to 
Hiin that He may save xour precious soul, and prepare you, 
as he did Edgar, and millions besides, for the unsullied light 
of the glory-land. Then you will be able with all the 
r�deemed hosts to say: 

When earth's short voyajte is past and at an end 
We'll trust in Thee. 

Through Jordan's flood, Thine own Thou wilt dcfend, 
Who trust in Thee. 

Or, when Thou com'st to call Thy blood-bought bride, 
\Ve shall be called and fully satisfied 

Who trust in Tbee. 



SOWING TO REAP. 

T
HE \Vord of God furnishes us with many illustrations

of the unbending principle, that "whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap." The Egyptians maliciously 
slew the babes of the Israelites; they reaped as they had 
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sown, when in that midnight hour the destroying angel slew 
their firstborn. 

Adoni-bezek acknowledged the truth of this, for after 
causing the thumbs and great toes to be cut off seventy 
l�ings, he was paid back in _his own coin, and said : "As I
have done, so hath God reqUJted me." 

Jacob deliberately deceived his father Isaac, and he in turn 
was deceived. by his own sons. 

Sisera sought to destroy Israel with his iron chariots, but 
was bin1self killed with an iron nail. 

Abimelech slew seventy sons of Gideon upon one stone, 
and his own life was ended by being smitten on the head 
with a piece of millstone. 

King David fell, grievously sinning against God and man. 
1-Iis son committed similar sins, to the sorrow and shame of 
his aged father. 

Haman, the avowed enemy of God's people, prepared 
gallows for Mordecai, but was himself banged thereon. 

Israel filled up the measure of their iniquity by rejecting 
and murdering their tlessiah. Twenty centuries ago they 
cried: "Away with Him, let His blood be upon us and 
our children." God saw their rejection and answered Lheir 
cry, as theirsorrowful history as a nation unmistakably proves. 

Saul of Tarsus, who persecuted the Church, had inflicted 
upon hin1 after his conversion, all the punishments where­
with he bad afflicted the Christians. He had beheld and 
consented to the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian 
Martyr, but the time came when he himself was stoned and 
Jeft as dead. And as he nobly fought the fight, and kept the 
faith he had once sought to destroy, his testimony was:­
" Bonds and afflictions abide me." 

"With what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you 
again." \Ve give one more example of this from the many 
recorded by historians, which is said by some to be the _only 
trial re�orded in history where both the accuser and the 
accused suffered judicially. 

Apollonius, a Roman Senator, renowned for learning and 
philosophy, was a sincere Christian. Many of the nobility 
of Rome with their whole families, embraced Christianity 
about this time (A.O. 180). The dignity of the Roman 
Senate, felt itself lowered by such innovations. This led to 
the accusation of Apollonius before the magistrate. His 
accuser, under an old and unrepealed law of Antoninus Pius, 
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which enacted grievous punishments against the accusers of 
Christians, was sentenced to death and executed. The 
magistrate then asked the prisoner, Apollonius, to give an 
account of bis faith before the Senate and the court. He 
complied, and boldly confessed his faith in Christ; in con­
sequence of which, by a decree of the Senate, he was behead­
ed. This principle is true to-day. All are aware that some 
men are moral lepers; they are sold to a life of licentiousness; 
tbey revel in the impure. By th•eir baneful sins, they sow 
in their bodies the seeds of death. Spite of loving remon­
strance, they sink lower and deeper into sin, and after untold 
sufferings in body and mind they fill an early grave and enter 
a lost eternity. Young man, flee such a sinful sowing and 
such an awful reaping as you would the plague, for they 
that do these things cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 

Observe that besotted man ; drink has been his downfall. 
Tbat which at last biteth like an adder has been his ruin. 
His appetite is his god. "Give me drink," he cries, and 
although God has declared: "Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging," yet all he possesses-health, morals, home, 
wife, children, and his immortal soul-he barters away to 
obtain it. "Am I my brother's l<eeper?" those ask who 
fill their coffers by interest in this awful traffic. Hear what 
God says: "Woe unto hin1 that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that pultest thy bottle to him and makest him 
drunken." At the great judgment God will in perfect 
righteousness judge every man according to his works. 
The deceiver· and deceived, the distiller and the wine-bib her, 
the publican and the drunkard, yea, every iniquitous person 
who died as they lived, deceived either by the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, or the pride of life. In some measure 
they may have reaped in this lire the results of their sowing, 
but there will be the eternal reaping. "Sure, yes sure wiH 
the harvest be." And in that abode of night, where all the 
impenitent will be consigned, no favours will be granted. 
The drunkard will have the same cravings; but not even a 
drop of water will be given to quench his awful self-acquired 
thirst. Poor drunkard, Jesus Christ loves you and is 
willing to snap asunder your chains of intemperance and 
save you from the woes of a drunkard's eternity. 

"I am reaping what I have sown," said n godly teacher to 
bis Dible class of young men some years ago. u In my un­
converted days I was addicted to drink, I became a. confirmed
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drunkard, nnd sowed in my body the germs of -(isea�e by 
years of dissipation. And although God has graciously 
pardoned me, and saved my soul, and delivered me from the 
power of drink, yet I bear in n1y body the marks of the sad 

D. L. :UOODY, Te:E P.ureD .4.ltERICA..-.. EVANGELIST. 

past, and in this life I must bear the consequences, for God 
only gives us one body." Shortly afterwards he passed 
away in the prime of life, to reap abundantly for the few 
years be had so faithfully served his redeeming Saviour. 

So you see, as you sow you reap, is God's order, and must 
be so in the very nature of events. You cannot sin with im-
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punity and expect to escape judgment, any more tlian you 
can reasonably expect to thrust your band into tbe fire and 
not be burned, or to take poison and not die. God is no 
respecter of persons, therefore he that doeth wrong must 

C. D, SP0llOKON, Tll.E P'AMJ::D DillTlSD r.l\EACBJCR.

receive for the wrong he hath done. Vvoe to tbe man or 
woman who treats sin lightly. 

"Their works follow them," is not only true of the 
righteous, but also of the ungodly. Such illustrious men as 
the late C. H. Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, and George l\liiller, 
are a living power in the hearts of thousands to-day. For 
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ns Lheir wise words, burning zeal, and child-like faith are 
meditated upon, they inspire the heart with nobler desires 
to honour their God, and to follow them, even as they 
followed Christ. There is also the influence ot the ungodly, 
whose works, sayings, and pernicious examples are recorded 
and passed on from generation to generation. Their 
influence also increases, and works in subtle form, on the 
reasoning heart of fallen man. For example, who shall 
know the bitter reaping of the notorious Tom Paine, or 
Voltaire, or in later years of Charles Bradlaugh, or later 
�till, of Colonel Ingerso11-men who openly avowed 
infidelity. Their baneful works have gone forth, and 
their impious acts have been recorded. They lived as 
leaders, they died as leaders, but alas! leaders of the lost. 
As such they will be judged by Almighty God, and as they 
lick the dust, and bow the knee, they will be compelled to 
acknowledge as Lord Him whom they despised, defied, and 
hated, when too late to receive anything but stern justice. 

THE GOSPEL OF GOD. 

"As cold water to a thirsty soul, so, is good news from a far country" 
(Prov. xxv. 25). 

WHAT grace is revealed in the Gospel! vVhat expres­
sions of love from the heart of God ! vVbat good 

news from the glory falling upon the ears of guilty man I 
\Vhat an endless theme! for it declares the boundless, 
ocean fulness of God's great love to disobedient, fallen,- guilty 
mankind. It testifies of delivering grace, salvation and 
peace, righteousness and glory, which can be obtained by 
rebel sinners. It declares that although God bas, on 
account of their numerous transgressions, passed sentence of 
death upon all men, although He has found him verily guilty, 
yet such is His love that ·with the solemn announcement of bis 
guiltiness He has revealed in the Gospel that a ,vay of escape 
is provided, whereby the sinner may be saved from the awful 
consequences of his sins, that He 1nay, in perfect righteous­
ness, say: '' Thy sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more.,

, 
The love of God was fully declared in those glorious 

well-known words of Jesus Christ, who announced the stu­
pendous fact that" God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in I-Iim should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.'' Such is His love, 
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that He now sends forth His Gospel messages, full both of 
love and solemn warnings, therein beseeching His enemies 
to be reconciled to Himself, and to know the power of His 
long-suffering Jove. 

\ Vbile the solemn fact ,emains that all around us are those 

A FOONTAL'I WOICU l'LOWS n'UBl\B lLUlTYRR WPl\E SLAL'J, 

who reject this glorious Gospel, yet it is equally true thal 
there are millions who have received it with believing qearts, 
have set to their seal that God is true to the promises con­
tained therein, have experienced it to be His power unto 
salvo.lion, have received His kiss of reconcilintion, have been 
born into the family of God, and have passed front death into 
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life. Sinners of all grades have been blessed and pardoned­
why not you, dear reader? This glorious Gospel, this soul­
emancipating Gospel is still being proclaimed far and wide, 
speaking peace by the blood of Christ's Cross. Still, God in 
His love is lengthening out the day of His grace, prior to 
Hi� judgment and ,vrath, which will be visited upon all those 
who neglect the weighty matter of their soul's salvation, and 
treat lightly the messages of love contained in the Gospel. 

Moreover, not only is grace manifested by the glorious 
Gospel, but that which causes terror and alarm to arise in 
the heart, i.e., Righteousness: "For therein is the righteous­
ness of God revealed," reminding us that the attributes 
of God are both love and light, and that both grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ; also, that we get both the con­
straining love of Christ, and the terror of the Lord mentioned 
in God's Word; as, also, the fact that the Spirit of God is in 
the world to convince of sin, righteousness and judgment. 

Futhermore, the Gospel is not, This do and thou shalt live; 
neither is it instructions as �o our working for salvation; but 
it is Divine testimony of a work which has been accomplished 
to the entire satisfaction of God, a work finished by the Son 
of God, who, on the Cross, bowed His holy head in death, after 
uttering the blessed words-'' It is finished l '' It testifies­
that it is in virtue of this work that God can be just and the 
Justifier of all who believe. Neither does it call upon man 
to seek to make himself in a fit condition to receive it, but 
comes to him just as he is, in all his dire need, telling of the 
efforts and work of Another on his behalf, and calling upon 
him not only to behold, but also to receive and appropriate 
to himself, that he may enjoy the blessing of a conscious 
salvation. Happy is the man who participates in the 
blessings of the Gospel! for the truth shall make him 
free. 

My friend, hearken to some of God's messages brought to 
you by the Gospel; for, in spite of your rebellion and 
sin, God still speaks by His Word: "For the grace of God, 
that bringeth salvation bath appeared to aH men " (Titus 
ii. 1 r.) " Ho I every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that bath no money; co1ne ye, buy, and eat;
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price'' (Isaiah lv. 1.) "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins'' (1 John iv. 10.) "Christ nlso
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hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God " (r Peter iii. 18). "Through this 
1\-Ian is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins " ( Acts 
xiii. 38). God is "not willing that any sl}ould perish " (2
Peter hi. g). Before you is the narrow pathway, and God
by His Gospel calls you to walk therein. He sends to you
these messages because He desires your eternal blessing.
Why be eternally poor? and pass heedlessly along as though
you heard them not ?

As you peruse these lines, the all-seeing eye of God is 
upon you; His arms of love are outstretched to embrace and 
welcome you. He is willing by His omnipotent power to 
snap a�s.under the galling bands of sin, the fetters which 
Satan has so ruthlessly bound around you. He would save 
you now and bring you into the glorious liberty of the chil­
dren pf God, that you might be the Lord's free man. 

\.Vhat hinders you, my reader, from receiving and enjoying 
the glad tidings of the Gospel? Numbers, blinded by sin, 
trifle with its messages, others think themselves too good 
for God's terms, and so shut against themselves the only 
door of blessing. Is it your supposed goodness, which is 
keeping you out of the kingdom of God ? Is it the inherent 
pride of the human heart, which prevents you taking the 
lowly place before God as a sinner? Are you so steeped 
in unbelief that you will not raise to heaven the penitent's 
petition:-" God be merciful to me a sinner''? Oh, the 
folly! God declares that you have sinned and come short 
of His glory, that your righteousness is as filthy rags, 
that salvation is not of works, lest any man should boast; 
but, that it _is upto all, and upon all who believe, that it is to 
him that worketh not, but believeth in Him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

"Nothing, either great or small, 
Nothing, sinner, no; 

Jesus did it, did it all, 
Long, long ago." 

Further ; there is not only grace and righteousness pro­
claimed by the Gospel, but also glory. 0, wondrous fact I 
that the glories of heaven are held out to all who obey its 
call, for the receivers of the Gospel will people the courts of 
light above; these alone will be with their Saviour and 
Lord, whom, having not seen, they loved, truly, because 
He first loved them. There the myriads of the redeemed, 



So The Gospel of God. 

trophies of 1-lis love, will prostrate themselves at His feet, 
and join in the eternal acclamations of praise, which will re­
echo through the realms of light, as they ascribe to Him the 
glory, and sing from the depths of their ranso111ed souls the 
familiar spiritual song, which they sang upon earth:-" Unto 
I-Iim that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood . . . be glory and dominion for ever and ever." 
What bliss beyond compare! How full will be their cup 
of happiness I How fully they will enjoy the pleasures for 
evermore I Ne\'ermore to feel the blight of sin. Their sad­
ness for ever banished, their tears for ever wiped away, 
sorrow no more to mar their joy, pain a thing of the weary 
past, for the former lhings, the rough roads and the stormy 
skies, will never more have to be experienced by them, but 
they will be in the glory without spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing. What a glorious hope I \Vhat a blessed pro­
spect I which may be yours, if you trust to the Christ of 
God, of whom the Gospel so fully testifies. 

But now, through the goodness and mercy of God, the 
refulgent beams of eternal glory shine across your dark 
pathway. It is the light of the glorious Gospel of God 
shining in the face of Jesus Christ, who is the only Light of 
life, and the true Light of the world. 

I-lave you received the true Gospel? Are you resting for
eternity upon the only Foundation, which is Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified? "For this is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.'' Therefore, will you receive or reject the 
messages of the Gospel? for, upon your reception, or 
rejection, depend your eternal weal or woe. Remem her the 
solemn words: "If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost." For all who obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ will be punished with everlasting destruc­
tion from the presence �f the Lord. 

BuT 1s HE YouRs ?-" I find no fault in this Man "-the 
Man Christ Jesus (Luke xxiii. 4). These were the ·words of 
one who delivered that same Jesus up to be crucified. And 
these are the words of a great many who are unsaved, and 
yet have no fault to find with "this Man.' 1 You may find 
no fault with Christ-bµt, ��y, have you seen Him as the 
great Sin-bearer, as your· Substitute? Have you taken 
Him to your heart as yottr own Jesus; 



THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE. 

THE Birmingham Daily Post announces as follows:-
" The Duchess of Roxburgbe has received lbe followiog telegram 

from the Queen:-' Pray accept my best wishes for your dear son•� 
majority, and bis welfare in this world of trial and anxiety. V.R. I.'" 

'J'UlD LATN 4VI.G�N Vll 'fO.lllA, 
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I
T is both interesting

and noteworthy how 
our late beloved Queen, 
who bas won the esteem 
and honour of her sub­
jects, and was continually 
the recipient of such ex­
pressions of loyalty and 
love from her subjects of 
aJ l classes, expressed her 
opinion of the world in 
wbich we live. Note well 
the words, "this world of 
trial and anxiety," for 
they come from one who 
not only wore the crown, 
but who spent oYer eighty 

QUEEN YICTORI.L years in it. 
\Vho bas not found it so? for various trials surround both 

those who move in the highest circles in t bis life and those 
whose lot is cast among the poorer classes. Tbe Queen 
bas her trials, the man of business has his trials, t be 
miJlionaire has his trials, and the poor have their bitter 
trials; in fact, so many trials are there in this life that the

question was asked some time ago, "Is life worth living? " 
And one of old once remarked that-" l\f an is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upward." 

You, my reader, may have your trials, but bas the fact 
that you are a sinner ever troubled you? If not, think now 
of your condition, "without hope, without Christ, without 
God, and without His gracious pardon." 'fhink no,v, for 
it is better to be troubled on account of sins here than when 
in eternity a Christless soul. 

At times in your life's history you may have bad sorrow 
upon sorrow pressing heavily upon you; but you have ne\'er 
sorrowed for what your sins cost God's Son. His n1ighty 
stoop from heaven to earth, His betrayal into the bands of 
sinners, His agonr of blood in Gethsemane, the hatred, the 
taunts and the spitting from the ungodly crowd, the malice 
and fury of demons, and as they, thirsting for His innocent 
blood, crucify Him, He endures the desertion of His God. 
Never was there sorrow like His. Never was there loYe 
like His. 
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Concern, trial, and anxious thoughts you may have had 
about various things which affect you in this life; but you· 
have never been concerned about the destiny of your·soul, 
about the long eternity you have to spend, either surrounded 
by the joys of heflven or amid the woes of the unsaved in 
hell, either with the Lord Jesus Christ or the one who '.has 
led you to ruin-the devil. 

Trial and anxiety is the experience of most, but the truly 
wise are they who have been anxious about their soul's 
welfare, and, through mercy, can say, "It is all settled, my 
choice is made, my destiny is for ever fixed; Christ is my 
Saviour, God is my Father, and the Comforter is the One 
who leads me through this vale of sorrow, this world of 
• trial and anxiety,' tt> the many mansions, which the One
who has loved my soul, even to death, has gone to prepare.''

As you peruse this I would ask you to pause and con­
sider your condition as a sinner, with God's wrath abiding 
on you, and think, too, of the love of God towards you, 
whose eye beheld you with a look of pity, whose heart 
yearned after you to bless you, and who planned the way 
for you to escape from coining sorrow, even though it cost 
the death of His beloved Son. 

\Viii you despise such love? Be not so unwise, but turn 
now to the One who is rich in mercy, receive now the 
salvation of God, and you shall, although still in this. world 
of .. trial and anxiety," rest from your burden of sin, know­
ing you have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

SAVED! 

" For by grace are re saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: 
it 1s the gift of God" (Ephes. ii. 8). 

G
OD bas many ways of leading souls to think of the

solemn realities of eternity. He breaks down the 
hard hearts of some by the simp]e story of His unbounded 
love: while others He leads to Himself by laying the band

of affliction and trial heavily upon them. 
C. A. -- was the son of a praying mother, who passed

away to be with the Lord when he was quite young, leaving 
upon his young mind deep impressions for good, and n 
deeper admiration of her piety. But alas I as years passed 
by these impressions wore off; he sought not the Saviour 
which she had found i he followed not in the footsteps of 
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the One whom she delighted to follow: he served not the 
God of her salvation. 

He was in this dangerous condition until he was over 
twenty years of age, not living in open sin, but all the same 
guilty of that awful, soul-destroying sin, UNBELIEF. But 
God stepped in; be had forgotten Him when in health 
and strength; he should remember Him in the fire of 

"DE HAD A PilAYINO MOTBEll.' 

suffering. He had been heedless of the calls of Christ in 
health ; be should heed them in sickness. He was seized 
with an illness, and sought the aid of a physician, only to 
learn that recovery was an impossibility, for an awful disease 
was upon him, which aft�r a few years of intense pain woulg 
land its victim in eternity. 
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It was then that his thoughts troubled him. \1/ith what 
despondency did he think of his wasted life! that he had 
lived without God, that he was a sinner in I-Iis sight, that 
he had been heedless of his godly mother's advice, that he 
bad not availed himself of salvation, and that very soon 
Time would be passed, and Eternity begun in his experience. 
Ob, my spiritual condition l was his constant thought. But 
'' �fan's extremity is God's remedy," and hs was not too far 

AT 1.m,t,'IU 'llrn UJ:l'L\" l'.UJll." 
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gone for God's mercy to rea:h him: God had not forgotten 
to be gracious. In his extremity he wrote to an unc1e. of 
his, whom he knew to be a Christian, stating to him the 
condition of his soul, and asking his advice. .How eagerly 
he looked forward for an answer! 

At length the reply came. " Read, prayerfully, the 3rd 
chapter of John, and ask God to open your blind eyes to 
understand and obey its teaching, that your soul may be 
saved." 

He read the chapter through, but no rest came to his sin­
burdened conscience. He read it again and again, but could 
not grasp the meaning of it, and was about to give up in 
despair, but thought he would read it through just once 
tnore, and it was while reading it that the fact that God 
loved him, that Christ died for him, and that the only thing 
he had to do was to believe the record God had given con­
cerning His Son, and he would be saved from his sins and 
from the wrath to come, flashed into his soul with such 
power that he there and then trusted his soul to Christ. 

He lived a few years after this turning-point in his life's 
history, and, although at times suffering intense pain, yet 
be rejoiced to know that a bright future ,vas awaiting him, 
when sorrow and pain would be a thing of the past, and 
when God would wipe all tears fron1 bis eyes, and he dwell 
forever in the unsullied light of God's-own presence, where 
there are pleasures for evermore. 

Reader, has God in mercy spoken to your heart? In the 
touching story of Christ's death? In that heavy loss? In 
that accident? In that bereavement? Or in that ill 1ess, 
when you were ni�h unto death? If so, heed His call to 
come, reject not His love, despise not His warnings, spurn 
not His merciful entreaties and His messages of grace, lest 
He take thee away with His stroke, then a great ransom 
cannot deliver thee. 

NOT CAST OUT. 

I 
NEVER yet heard a· single person say, "I came to
Jesus, and He cast me out." There never was such a 

case. If you are not saved and happy in the love of Christ, 
it is because you have never come to Him. For more than 
eighteen hundred years His own words have been standing 
on record-" 1-Iim that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out" (John vi. 37). Are ,,ou a1nong those who have come? 
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A RICH MAN'S OFFER. 

D
EATH bas been quaintly
called the terror of kings

as well as the king of terrors.
That it stalks through all
lands, and is a power which

0 none, however wealthy they
, may be, can with-
� . stand, is a fact

; �� which was demon-
� J1·:t strated centuries

�---:�Ji\� ago when Queen
§11�� Elizabeth died ex-

..;;. 1 - ·f , claiming, "All my
"'\ � . :a possessions for a

�!l��i��t-f�· '\ i moment of time! "
�- Money, the god

<,7; 
of millions, cannot
stay the hand of
death. This was
recent! y illustrated
in the ca�e of a
wealthy 1r o n-
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QOREN ELJZ.t.l3ETU. 
M J monger, r. .

Henry, who was knocked down by a train near Pittsburg
Station, U.S.A. He was carried bleeding from the platform,
and offered £20,000 to any one who 9ould save his life.
But, alas! a few minutes later he died. 

No doubt many who witnessed the accident would have
saved bis life had they been able. Some may have desired
to  do so for the stupendous reward he offered, whilst
others, impelled by motives of love, would, if possible, have
prevented bis death. But bolh were powerless in the
presence of death. How true are the records: "For man
dielh and giveth up the ghost, and where is he? ' 1 11 For
we must needs die, and are as waler spilt on the ground
which cannot be gathered up again," and "It is appointed
unto men once to die," for sin and death are consequent
upon the fall, they are the common heritage of mankind. 

Both Queen Elizabeth's offer of all her possessions and
the dying ironmonger's offer of £ 20,000 manifest a great
unwillingness to die, and show that naturally man is in
slavish fear of death. But if the first death is so to be
dreaded, what of the "death which never dies"? From
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the separation of the spirit from the body you may not 
be able to escape, but from the terrible second death tberc 
is a sure way of escape for those who wisely consider their 
latter end and who seriously face eternal problems. 

"IOI Wil <annmD rnou TUB PUTFOlW.'" 



Neither need you offer all your possessions, be they few 
or many, to escape that death. Our God is too rich to sell 
deliverance from sin's power, sin's penalty, and sin's doom; 
it is not sold like the blasphemous popish indulgences of 
bye-gone days, but it is offered by God, who has compas­
sion on the sinner, who wills not the death of the erring. 
Yes, 

" Salvation is free, 
God offers it to thee. 

Receive this wonderful love." 

You may ask: "Why does God offer it freely?" Because 
One bas been here and paid sin's penalty for the believing 
sinner; for Chlist died for the ungodly. Sinner, the Lord 
of life and glory, the Son of God, knowing our sinful state 
by nature, that we not only had sinned, but were sinners, 
knowing that our great enemy death might carry us away 
in that awful condition, and that then we 5ihould be buried, 
raised, judged, and consigned into perdition, became Man, 
and in wondrous love submitted to death with all its bitter­
ness. He was buried, He was raised from the dead the 
third day, not to be judged, but as a mighty Conqueror 
over �in, death, and the grave. Now He is a Prince and a 
Saviour at God's right hand. 

Oh, appropriate by living faith the death of Jesus Christ 
to your own individual need. Then, 

11 \Vben ends life's transient dream, 
When death's cold, sullen stream, 

Shall o'er thee roll," 

you will be able to look calmly into Eternity, an eternity of 
unalloyed joy, whex:.e you will share the glory with the One 
'" ho loved you and who gave Himself for you. 

lN HELL FOR A WEEK. 

A
S a street-preacher was speaking of He11, a man in the

audience was heard to say," Yes, it is quite true what 
the preacher is saying; for I have been fo Hell for a week I 11 

He had found in bis sad experience that Hell was not very 
far a way. I-le bad a Hell in !tis own bosom. He had been 
sowing to the wind, and be was reaping the whirlwind. He 
had been finding that the way of tranfgressors is hard, and 
that there is such a thing as a foretaste of Hell, just as 
surely as there is a foretaste of }leaven, even here on earth. 



PARDON, PEACE, AND POWER. 

AN nge<l widow, who resided in the South, was frequently
,·isited by a Christian who, in love to her soul, en• 

deavoured lo arouse her to a sense of her deep need. as a 
sinner before a holy, sin-hating God. Their conversation 
on these occnsions was always of a most serious nature, and 
frequently the tears coursed down the aged widow's cheeks 
as her visitor spoke of God's boundless love and of His 
unsparing judgment, which would sooner or later overtake 
the unbeliever. She would listen most attentively to the 

., WI ru C.,liJ\-' t1 DINO 1,tl'H KIIJ11 .,., NOW I) I) 
! IIL1Vil TO 'l'U JUN J l� DlU, IL
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grand old truths of the Gospel, but appeared only impressed 
with her need to an extent that made her unhappy. She 
assented to the fact that she was a sinner, but did not 
apprehend the simplicity of the way of life; consequently 
she possessed neither the peace nor the joy which flows 
from a heart-belief of the great fact that "Christ died for 
our sins." 

Ca1ling one day, the visitor found to her joy that the 
careworn, despondent look had vanished from her face, and 
that she appeared exceedingly bright and happy, and much 
to her surprise she was informed that a secret sin bad been 
keeping the poor widow outside the kingdom of God. She 
frankly, but with quivering lip, acknowledged that she had 
been a slave to the baneful drink habit, which had for so 
long been keeping her away from Christ. But she con­
cluded her sorrowful confession by stating with much 
assurance that former things had, in her experience, passed 
away, for she was saved, and knew it on the authority of 
the unerring W orJ of God. 

Our God delights in mercy. His wisdom is unsearch­
able. He often uses the simplest thing to. serve His 
might. It was so in this poor widow's case; her husband 
had passed away some time previously. During his life he 
ha 1 been a furniture broker, and one day when in the 
lumber room this sin-bound sinner came across an old 
volume which she casually opened, and, noticing its large 
print, she carried it down into her little sitting-room. The 
title of the volume was "The Traveller's Guide," and as 
she opened its pages and read of ruin, redemption, regenera­
tion, and responsibility, it was indeed a guide to her, for 
not only was her sin confessed, but she also saw that Christ 
bad wrought a perfect rede1nption when He, on Calvary's 
Cross, died to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

She saw, too, that Christ crucified was the ground of her 
pardon, and that a risen Christ at God's right hand ,vas the 
source of her power to overcome her terrible besetment, and, 
believing this, she entered into the enjoyment of God's 
gracious pardon. His peace filled her heart, and she knew 
that she would be kept by the same power that had saved her. 

J-Iave you a secret sin l<eeping you froin Christ? Is 
your conscience troubled as you think of it? Is your 
heart burdened by the weight of that which you would not 
tell your dearest earthly friend? We know it not, but God 



P,1 rdo11, Pttrcr, rrnd Power. 

0 
I-

..J 
V, 
C 
0 
::z: 

v 

-

l­
o 
:.u 

-i I-­;., 
< ,v 

:o 
�� 
.: z 
:: 0 � 
;:.. UJ 
Ii J: 
t: 1-
Eof UJ 
� al 

I­
v.

::, 
� 
I-

J: 
l­
o
aJ 
w 
al 

l­
o
z 
z 

-�



Pardon, Peace, a11d Power. 93 

knows. If such is your condition, in self-abandonment cast 
yourself into the arms of Omnipotent love. The One who 
died for such sinners as you is now speaking from heaven. 
He calls you to Himself. He alone 

" Breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
And sets the prisoner free." 

Though your sin hangs as a mill-stone around your neck, 
there is deliverance from its power. Millions have been 
saved, have been to the Saviour for cleansing, and have 
received God's gracious pardon, the Saviour's blessed peace, 
and the mighty Conqueror's all-sufficient power to over­
come the particular sin by which they were bound. None 
need despair; God loves the poor sinner. This caused 
Him to give His only begotten Son, who came into the 
world to bear the penalty -due to sin, and to seek and to· 
save that which was lost. Strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way that leadeth to everlasting life, yet it is open for 
"whosoever will.'' Oh, enter now and be saved. 

If you continue in your sin, despise the Saviour, and. turn 
from the love of God, you will know to your eternal shame 
and loss that "the wages of sin is death." 

" But should you still cling to your sin, 
And still God's love defy, 

Upon your bead must rest the blame; 
You will most surely die." 

You may possibly die unsaved, but you will never die 
unloved, for God loves you. Turn to Him now, saying: 

" 0 Lord, I trust Thy grace divine, 
E'en now I come to Thee; 

0 cleanse me by Thy precious blood 
\Vhicb flowed on Calvary.'' 

Which is it to be-the wide gate, the broad way, and 
"everlasting destruction"; or, the strait gate, the narrow 
way, and everlasting life? It cannot be both. It must be 
011e or the otlzer. Choose ye to-day. Decide now. 

NONE BEYOND HoPE.-" I have heard men spoken of as so 
far gone that they could not be rescued. I denounce the 
horrible infidelity. The Lord's arm is omnipotent, and the 
worst wretch that ever crawled into the ditch would be no 
tiarder a case for God than that of the most polished sinner.» 



GOD'S BEST GIFT. 

Q N the western side of the lovely Malvern hills someone 
has kindly erected a shelter, which affords both a 

welcome retreat from the broiling sun and shelter from the 
beating rain. As the weary pedestrians rest therein after 
the long and stiff climb, and gaze upon the wide expanse of 

"ou, Dll:LIEVE TlIIB JOY-LADEN ?,IERRAon." 

proud hills so beautifully covered with ferns, wild gorse, 
and heather, and upon the fertile valleys mantled in all their 
midsummer beauty, and fringed in the hazy distance by the 
Welsh hills, which form a dark background to the lpvely 
landscape, one is no� very surprised to see _inscribed o·n· an 
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iron plate, nffixed in n prominent place upon the shelter, 
the well-known words: 

'• Praise God, from whom e.11 blessings flow." 

There, indeed, those who have eyes to see can with deep 
admiration behold God's bandi work in creation, and whilst 
entranced with the surrounding beauty the Christian cannot 
but think of the work which infinitely surpasses even His 
creatorial work, 1 t is the work in which the whole Trinity 
are wondrously interested. It was planned by God the 
Father; accomplished by God the Son; and applied to 
conscience and heart by God the Holy Ghost- it is the 
glorious work of the soul's redemption. 

Let us by all means thank God for the beautiful world in 
which we live; but let us first and foremost thank Him for 
the gift. which excels every other-God's unspeakable gift, 
the gift of His only begotten Son, and duly remember His 
object in giving Him was "that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.1' Oh, 
believe this joy-laden message, and then you will be able 
to sing with the redeemed: 

•• But more than all, we praise Thy Name,
For proving Thy deep love,

By giving Jesus Christ our Lord,
To save us from above." 

THE SCOFFER AT PRAYER. 

A 
CELEBRATED infidel, on board a ship, caricatured

the religion of Christ, and sneered at its professors. 
This did all very well while the wind was fair and the sun 
was shining. But the sea arose, and the waves dashed across 
the hurricane-dee!<; and the professed scoffer was heard to 
cry out, " 0 my God, what shall .I do ! \i\'hat shall I do! 1

' 

That reminds us of one who retutned from Sou th Africa, after 
being in some of its thunderstorms. "You may go out there," 
said he, "a sceptic; but if you have tQ pass through a South­
African thunderstorm, you wiJl be found crying out to God.'' 

Now all this goes to show tharsceptic ideas may do to live 
by; but they are a poor thing to die by. Indeed, when the 
great eternity is at band-when fl)e wheels of judgment are 
heard drawing near-the infid�l's•'' confession of faith II falls 
to pieces, and he cries out fpr -help to tpat God whose very 
existence h� professed to·deny,I' , Th�r� ·is nothing like the 
hour of calamity for shaking- a man's infidelity.



BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD. 
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T
HE atoning work is done,

The sacrifice is made, 
The sword has been unsheathed, 

The ransom price is paid. 
0 sinner, see the dying Lamb, 
God over all, the great I Am. 

I-le came to die the death
Of cruel agony,

He stooped to sin's domain, 
To set the cap ti vc free. 

0 sinner, see the dying Lqmb, 
God over all, the great I Am. 

He broke the bands of death, 
He's now ascended high; 

" 'Tis finished,'' were the words 
Of His triumphant cry. 

0 sinner, see the risen Lamb, 
God over all, the great I Am. 

Ye ransomed, raise your voice, 
To praise the Conqueror slain, 

And spread from shore to shore, 
The glory of His fame. 

The glory of the rise:-. Lamb, 
God over all, the great I Am. 



HOW GRACE TRIUMPHED; or, A PIT CAP 
CHANGED FOR A CROWN. 

T
HE pathway of the Christian is not all sunshine: for

trinls come, affiictions overtake, and the waves of 
Eorrow roll over mnny of God's children, who experience 

0 ?trrNRRR AT WORK 1N A OOAL lllNB 
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that "tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope.'; 

Trials seemed especially the lot of the Worehams. For 
many years the father had been a victim of a terrible malady, 
which resulted in his death; and at the time to which we 
now re;fer his lifeless body lay in the old homestead, await­
ing burial, when the news was brought to the sorrowing 
widow that her son George bad met with a serious accident 
in the pit. 

George was a bright little fellow of fourteen, ,vbo worked 
down the mine as a pit-boy, driving a pony. Three months 
before the time to which we now refer God had spoken very 
loudly to him, and he thus described his soul exercise: "I 
felt so miserable that I was almost afraid to sleep, lest I 
should awake to find myself in hell.'' 

It is very cheering to know that the glorious Saviour 
always observes the inmost desire of the soul that is troubled 
on account of sin, and that He is not only a loving Saviour 
and an almighty Saviour, but also a seeking Saviour. There­
fore in His purposes of grace, He stirred the hearts of many 
whom He had saved to arrange some special services in the 
chapel, which was but a stone·s throw from where poor sin­
troubled George resided. George gladly attended these 
services, and God saved him, and he testified to the great 
transaction which had there taken place: "Before leaving I 
saw myself guilty before God, and that very night I accepted 
God's unspeakable gift, and was justified freely by His grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ.,, 

Three months quickly passed after that "happy day," 
bringing us to the events of the day of which we now write, 
when George was at his customary employment, at the 
Tankersley Colliery. He bad almost finished bis daily toil, 
and in another hour he would have been at home, when a 
serious accident occurred, and without a m01nent's warning, 
a fall of roof-stone took place, part of which fell upon poor 
George, hurling him violently to the ground, insensible. 
The debris was quickly removed, and George soon regained 
consciousness, and thinking he was dying, said in exulting 
tones: " Won't it be grand to change an old pit cap for a 
crown !" Willing hands tenderly carried him home ; the 
doctor was hastily summoned, who, after carefnl examination, 
pronounced that his back was broken, and that his spine 
was severely injured. When they informed the denr lad he 
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said: 11 I am not afraid to die; I shall go to heaven; for I 
know tliat there is now no con<.lemnnlion to them which are 
in Christ Jesus:• 0 glorious assurance! 

But to the surprise of every one be lingered. He was a 
mystery to the doctors. The Great Physician wbo bad 
healed uis soul's malady had a testimony for him to bear, 
even on a su[erer's couch. He once remarlced to a friend: 
., God bas a work for me to perform for His honour and glory, 
and that is to lie here for a little while, and to show forth to 
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my companions and friends how I-le can keep me by His 
grace even on a bed of affliction. Some may wonder bow I 
can bear such pain without murmuring, but, thank God, it is 
no secret, but simply, ' My grace is sufficient for thee!'" 

I only wish that I could tell you what comfort and 
consolation I have received fron1 the above blessed promise, 
which is so well lmown by God's suffering children. 
Another dear promise, which gives me great comfort is, " I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Yes, praise His 
Name! His Word is like Himself-it is unchangeable, 
unalterable, immutable; it is divine, for "heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away.'' 

He lay in that condition several years, bearing his 
sufferings with true Christian fortitude. For although at 
times his pain was intense, he was never once heard to 
murmur or complain, but frequently when in great suffering 
he would endeavour to sing his favourite hymns, sometimes 
one of his own composing, which is as follows:-

., Trust on, my brothers weary, 
Who suffer here below, 

For in His Word Christ promised 
He'd always grace bestow. 

Sometimes He comes and wbispeis, 
• My child, I'll always be

Close to thy bedside watching, 
And taking care of thee.' 

"My cross is sometimes heavy, 
I feel it bard to bear, 

I pray to Christ to help me, 
And He is always near; 

He tells me He's preparing 
A place up there of ease, 

Where pain can never enter, 
And where the weary cease. 

Then all my brothers weary, 
Who're trusting in His love, 

Let's serve our Lord who reignetb 
In that bri�ht Home above; 

For soon He'll come and call us 
Up from this world of care, 

To reign with Him in Heaven, 
And have a crown to wear." 

During his iJlness George was visited by many Christian 
friends, hut they always left his presence comforted and 
refreshed, and when those who were unsaved came he was 
always ready to speak to them about their soul's welfare, 
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nnd of God's love to them. Thus passed the time in happy, 
devoted service for the :Master, G�orge feeling that bis work 
for Christ was to bear pain patiently, to comfort believers, 
to warn the unsaved, and to circulate tracts, which ministry 
he fulfilled in a wonderful manner, although confined to his 
room. 

\Veeks, months, and years thus passed away, and George 
saw the sunrise on bis twenty-first birthday. The morning 
he attained his majority his mother, who was a Christian, 
and who loved her suffering boy, as only a mother can, went 
to his room and said: " George, I cannot wish you many 
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happy returns of the day, but I know that you are going to 
a place of rest, to enjoy a day without a night; then you 
will be happy for ever." "Yes, mother," was his cheerful 
reply. 

Durio� the day he bad a relapse, and appeared to be 
rapidly sinking. Loving friends gathered around his couch, 
weeping tears of sorrow. One and anotper said, "Poor 
George!" He opened bis bright eyes, and looldng around 
upon his kind friends, said in a clear, subdued voice: "Don't 
call me poor; if there's any one poor, it will be those who 
are left behind, for I'm going to heaven, where nobody's poor." 
He closed his eyes, and his ransomed spirit winged its flight 
from the poor emaciated tenement for the Lord's presence. 
The very day when most young men joyfully celebrate their 
"coming of age'' he was ushered into His presence who 
loved Him with an everlasting love, whom he bad been 
privileged to so faithfully serve in such an obscure way. 

A goodly number of sympathising-and sorrowing friends 
gathered at his funeral, for he was "unl<nown, and yet well 
known''-unknown by the world, which measures its 
honours, and bestows its laurels, to the mighty and famous; 
but well known both by the Christians and villagers around 
as one of whom it could truly be said, '' Whose faith follow"; 
and as his body was laid in the cold, silent grave to await the 
resurrection morn, 1nany of the saved remembered his words 
of comfort, his patience, and his endurance, and it cannot Le

doubted that the unsaved, too, were reminded of his earnest 
words and loving appeals to their hearts. 

Thus George \Vo•·eham bad a glorious foretaste of God's 
grace; be lived by the same sustaining grace, and he now 
awaits the great day when this wondrous grace will be fully 
crowned ,vith glory, when his spirit, soul,·and body will be 
like his Lord's. 

May each reader of this simple record know the same 
grace, believe in the same Saviour, be pardoned by the same 
reconciling God, and be sealed by the· �ame Holy Spirit; 
then, should the call come for you to leave this earth you 
too will be taken to the Lord's own presence, and be" ahsent 
from the body, and present with. the Lord." 

WHAT have you got to do to perish eternally? Oh, nothing 
at all I Simply 11eglect God's great salvation-drift with the 
multitude-and you shall assuredly lose your soul. 



WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? 

N ,PoLuoN's ANsw1!R To 1111s IMPORTANT Qug�·110N. 

T
ll EhE aro multitudes living to-clay who, if aslwd the

important question, "\Vhat think ye of Christ?" 
would reply, were they to answer truthfully: "\Ve see no 
beauty in 1-Iim that we should <lesirc I Jim." But through 
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God's grnce there are many who, replying to the same 
question, would say: 11 He 1s the chiefest among len thou­
sand," and again, cc Yea, He is the altogether lovely." 
Those who thus express themselves are to be found not 
only an1ongst the poor and ignorant as regards earthly 
riches and wisdom, but also amongst those who are socially 
and intellectually much higher-philosophers, nobility, and 
royalty. 

?\lost of our readers 1nay remember that the Countess of 
Huntingdon praised God for the letter" lVI" in that passage: 
"Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called." Otherwise it would read: "Not 
ail)' mighty, not a,ry noble are called." 

The solemn words of the Right Hon. Earl Cairns, ere he 
breathed his last, manifested bis deep appreciation of Christ. 
They were: "' Being justified by faith we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.' Our one object 
should be to testify our love to Him. God help us all in 
this room, and everyone else, to live in this faith, and to die 
in this faith, for Jesus Christ's sake.'' 

1iany may remember also the striking ,vords of our late 
Queen, Victoria the Good, who declared that she would go 
to Paradise through the all-atoning blood of Christ. It is 
also recorded that, after hearing a discourse by one of her 
chaplains on the second advent of Christ, she said to him: 
"Oh, how I wish the Lord might come during my lifetime! 
I should so love to lay my crown at His feet." 

There have been, besides these, many other illustrious 
per.sons who have seen in Christ those beauties and glories 
which are alone revealed to the eye of faith. The following 
were the views of the famous Napoleon Bonaparte as to the 
Person and work of the Son ·of God. I-Ie was one day 
speaking of the divinity of Chri&t when General Bertrand 
said: "I cannot conceive, sire, how a great man like you 
can believe that the Supreme Being ever exhibited 1-Iimself 
to men under a human form, with a body, a face, and 
mouth and eyes." 

Napoleon promptly replied: "I know men, and I tell you 
that Jesus Christ was more than a man. There is between 
Christianity and whatever other re1igion, the distance of 
infinity. Paganism is the work of man. I see in Lycurgus, 
Numa, and Mahomet, only legislators who perforn:ed a lofty 
part in their time as I have done; they had foibles and 



errors which connect them with me and with humanity 
generally. It is not so with Jesus Christ; everything in 
Him astonishes me. His Spirit overcomes me, and His 
will confounds me. Between Him and whosoever efse in 
the world there is no possible term of comparison. He is 
truly a Being by Himc;elf. 

'' His ideas and His sentiments, the truth which He 
announces; His manner of convincing are not explained 
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either by human organisation or by the nature of things. 
His birth and the history of 1-lis life, the profundity of His 
doctrine which grapples with the mightiest difficulties, and 
which is of these difficulties the most admirable solution; 
His Gospel, His appearing, His influence across the ages, 
everything is to me a prodigy-a mystery inrolvable, which 
plunges me into a reverie from which I cannot escape-a 
mystery which I can neither deny or explain. Here I see 
nothing human. 

"Christ having but a few weak disciples was condemned 
to death. I-le died the object of the wrath of the J ewisb 

priests, and of the contempt of 
the nation. He was abandoned 
and deserted by His own dis­
ciples. 'They are about to take 
Me and crucify Me,' said He, 
'but divine justice being satis­
fied, sin being expiated by My 
sufferings, the bond of man to 
God will be renewed, and l\ily 
death will be the life of My dis­
ciples .... I shall ascend to the 
skies, and I shall send to them 
frorn heaven a Spirit who will 
instruct them ; the Spirit of 
the Cross will enable them to 
understand my Gospel; they 
will believe it; they will preach 
it.' 

"This strange promise, so 
aptly called by Paul 'the fool­

ishness of the Cross'; this prediction of One miserably 
crucified was accomplished. For three hundred years the 
blood of Christians flowed in torrents; everywhere Chris­
tians fell and triumphed. You speak of C�sar and of 
Alexander, of their conquests, and of the enthusiasm they 
enkindled in the hearts of their soldiers; but can you con­
ceive of a dead man making conguests with an army faithful 
and entirely devoted to his memory? (l\Iy armies have 
forgotten me even while living, as tbe Carthaginian army 
forgot Hannibal. Such is our power, a single battle lost 
crushes us, and adversity scatters our friends.) The pro­
gress of the faith and the government of the Church are a 
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perpetual miracle. Nations pass away, thrones crumble, 
but the Church remains. 

"Christ proved that He was the Son of the Eternal by 
His disregard of time, for all His doctrines signify one and 
the same thing-Eternity. The Gospel is not merely a 
book, it is a living Being, with an action and po\\ L:r which 
invades everything that opposes its extension. Behold 
upon the table the Book surpassing all others." He 

XAI'OLRO'!\'a TOMD H, r,uns. 

solemnly placed bis han<l upon bis 13ible, and continued: 
"I never omit to read it, and every day with the same 
pleasure. The soul can never go astray with this Book for 
its guide. \\/hen 1t is once master of our spirit, God is our 
Friend, our Father, and truly our God. Christ Himself 
speaks and lights the flame of love which consumes self-love. 

"I-low true-I have inspired multitudes that they would 
die for inc; but afler nil my presence was necessary; the 
lighting of my oye-mr voice-a word from me, then the
lire was kindled in their hearts. I possessed this power, 
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but I ·could never impart it to anyone; none of my generals 
ever learned it from me. Now that I am at St. Helena­
now that I am alone, chained upon this rock-who fights 
and wins for me empires ? vVho malces efforts for me in 
Europe? \i\There are my friends? Yes, two or three, the 
fidelity of wbo1n immortalises them and consoles my exile." 
Here the voice of the Emperor trembled with emotion, and 
for a moment be was silent. I-Ie then continued: "Our life 
once shone with all the brilliance of the diadem and the 
throne, but now I die before my time, and my body must 
return to the earth. What an abyss between my deep 
misery and the eternal reign of Christ I which is proclaimed, 
loved, adored, and which is extending over all the earth." 

May it be yours, dear reader, to know this glorious 
Person as the Ope who died for your sins-as your Saviour, 
and as you prostrate yourself before His feet, may you say 
as one of old: "My Lord and my God." Then you will 
not be amongst those who are so graphically described 
by the lines: 

"Some style Him the pearl of great price, 
And say He's the fountain of joys, 

Yet feed upon folly and vice, 
And cleave to the world and its toys: 

Like Judas, the Saviour they kiss, 
And while they salute Him betray; 

Ah I what will profession like this
Avail in His terrible day?.

, 

May you, by divine grace, be enabled to say: "I know 
whom I ·have believed; I have tasted and seen that He is 
Jracio�s_; -� went to Him, He &ranted me pea:e, and I have
abundantly proved that He sahsfieth the longmg soul." 

ONLY TWO• WAYS. 

T
HERE are only two ways of appearing before God. You

must appear before Him either on the ground of your 
own merits, or by virture of the merits of another. That other 
one is Jesus, "whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in His blood" (Rom. 3. 25). Are you going to 
the bar of God on the ground of anything yote have done? 
If so, you will appear before God in your sins; for all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags in His sight. But if you 
are going into the presence of God on the merits of His 
blessed Son, and by virture of His atoning blood, you are 
as �afe from the coming judgment as God can make you. 
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WHEN we reflectingly look back upon our earthly path-way, our 1ninds are often filled with vain regrets;especially when we think of the glorious opportunities wehave allowed to pass unused, which in so many cases havenever occurred again. These thoughts often fill our heartswith sorrow, reproach, and bitterness, and have a tendencyto make us sad and morose, as we ]amen t our folly and indis­cretion. It may be profitable for us to look calmly back and thinkof the spiritual opportunities we have missed, and as we doso to determine to make the most of our present privileges,or in the words of the philosopher, to "know our oppor­
tunity." 

As we ta]ce the retrospective glance, we may be forciblyreminded of our saintly mother, now in heaven, telling us ofJesus' Jove; of our Sunday-school teacher's pleadings; andof the earnest messages of grace and truth which have fallen
from the lips of the faithful gospel preacher. vVe mayrecollect when our bosom friend was converted and besought
us to turn to God who was ready to pardon; and when ouraged father passed away, bow be pleaded with us to meet
him in heaven. 

0 sinner, in numerous ways God has spolcen to you, hns
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given you n1any golden opportunities to repent, and turn to 
Him. He bas aroused you from your sleep of sin both by 
th� constraining accents of unfathomable love, and by the 
thunderings of 1-Iis great wrath. But although He has 
revealed that there is a heaven to be �ained and a hell to be 
shunned, hitherto you have rejected His Christ, have despised 
I-Iis love, abandoned His fear, and thus missed many God­
given opportunities. 

I(now thine opportunity; Judas Iscariot knew not his. A 
companion of the Light, he was darkness. For many years 
he was an associate of the Saviour ; he heard His gracious 
words; he saw His mighty acts, and he beheld His glorious 
person. But although so highly privileged, yet he committed 
that dastardly act. He betrayed the Son of God with a 
"Hail, Master." He kissed Him an everlasting farewell. 
He filled a suicide's grave. He went to his own place. 
"Good were it for that man if he had never been born." 

l{now thine opportunity, as blind Bartimreus knew bis. 
He was but a poor beggar, sitting by the ,vayside, who, 
bearing the footsteps of an approaching multitude, enquired 
what it meant; who, when informed that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing that way, cried aloud to Him for mercy. In 
vain were efforts made to silence him, for he was terribly in 
earnest, and cried louder and louder, until the compassionate 
Saviour beard his cry and tenderly asked: "What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee?'' "Lord, that I may receive 
my sight,'' was his ready reply; and forth with he received 
his sight and became a follower of his great Benefactor. 
Wise Bartimreus I he knew his opportunity and availed him­
self of it, for the Saviour never passed that way again. 

!(now thine opportunity. Two thieves were once being 
crucified for their misdeeds. Between them hung the inno­
cent Son of God dying for the guilt of the world. Their 
malicious hearts cause them to revile the sinless Sufferer; 
when from His lips that memorable prayer ascended to God 
-that prayer of sublime eloquence, manifesting the springs
of divine love which flowed from that reproach-broken heart
-" Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
That prayer melted the hard heart of one of the malefactors,
he acknowledged h\s transgression, and after rebuking his
fellow-sinner, unburdened his heart to the dying Saviour,
crying, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom, 0 which met with the gracious reply from the
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Sav i our, ••To-day 
shalt lhou be with 
l\Ie in pa1 adise. '' One 
of the thieves availed 
himself of bis last 
opportunity, the other 
died an impenitent , 
unbelieving sinner. 

Know thine oppor­
tunity. See that man 
in that lunaticasylum. 
Once he bad charge 
of a draw-bridge. One 
day he received an 
official message th3.t 
it was not to be 
opened. He bad no 
thought other than to 
obey, until the captain 
of a small tug per­
suasively asked him 
to open. For some 
time he hesitated; 
then he yielded, and 
t h e  draw-b r i d g e  
swung on its hinges, 
and the tug was part­
ly through when be 
heard a shrill whistle, 
which smote his heart 
with terror; it told of 
an approaching train. 
On, on, it came, and 
plunged with its living 
freight into the surg­
ing waters. Since that 
terrible day he bas

paced the cell of tbe 
asylum, a reason­
dethroned man, wnil­
iog bitterly: 11 o. if I 
only had! 0, if I only 
bad 1 '' 
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Know thine opportunity. Think of the many limes the 
Saviour has spoken to you; when your conscience was 
reached, your hcnrt wrought upon, an<l the tears of contrition 
glistened in your eyes, ns the mysteries of the Saviour's love 
were unfolded to you. Think of the many times the Saviour 
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bas kn.ocked at your heart's door, and as you think of your 
wasted opportunities which are gone nevermore to return, 
act wisely hy turning to a pardonio� God, by coming to the 
sinner'� Friend, by trusting the lovm� Saviour, just as you 
are, just where you are. Then you will never have to wail: 
"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I ,un not 
saved.'' 



NOT BAD ENOUGH FOR HELL. 

A 
SHORT time ago a Jetter was put into the h�nds of a

Christian from two maiden sisters who had Ji-ve<l 
together from their youth. They are now between sixty 
n'nd seventy years of age and suffering from a chronic disease 
in its last stages. It stated that, as they were very poor, 
they dec;ired that a subscription should be raised on thei'r 
behalf, so that someone could be provided to see their end� 
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He W(nt to the address given the same afternoon, and 
found both the writer and her sister in a most unc1ean and 
miserable condition. After spending some little time in 
conversation respecting their temporal needs, he said: '' I 
should like to ask you a question of the utmost importance, 
that is-\Vhere will you spend eternity? for you certainly 
11rnst spend it in one of two places." For a moment they 
seemed quite �taggered by such a. pointed question, and 
then one of them ventured to reply, " I a.m not bad enough 
for be]], for I have not committed many sins." " Satan is 
telling you that," the Christian rejoined," you are in his 
grasp, and if you continue to believe him you will soon be 
lost for ever; for he was a liar from the beginning, and the 
father of lies. God is holy, therefore had you committed 
one sin you could not gain admittance into heaven unless it 
were cancelled. Suppose," he continued, "you have com­
mitted one sin of thought, one of word, and one of deed, 
every day for the last fifty years, think of the thousands they 
would amount to; they would be more numerous than the 
hairs of your head. But listen," he continued, "I have a 
message from God for you, sinner though you be: ' God 
comrnendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us'; and 'Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.' And still further,' God so loved 
the world that I-le ga,·e His only begotten Son, that who-· 
soever believeth in Him shou]d not perish, but have everlasting 
]ife.' Therefore,'' he continued," the Scriptures d�cJare that 
Jesus did not die for the righteous, but for sinners.'' And 
as he left lie exhorted the1n to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be saved, and then they would know where they 
would spend eternity. 
, Many are like those mentioned above; they are lulled 

into a state of apathy by the god of this world, who bas 
hardened their hearts, lest the light of the glorious Gospel 
should shine in. I-Ie whispers, '' Peace, peace," although 
God has• declared " there is no peace to the wicked" ; he 
endeavours to give a sense of security in spite of the decree 
of God : "The wicked shall be turned into hell"; and he 
seeks to buoy up the spirits by a false hope, which cannot 
be realised. So successful are his operations, and so filled 
with hatred towards God. is the human heart, that many 
are concerned, even as to their burial, but do not think of 
the final goal beyond the grave, the place either of untold 
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joy or woeful remorse, described as eternity. God is holy; 
man in his natural condition is unholy. God is righteous, 
and bas revealed His righteousness to man, only to manifest 
his rebellion, as he breaks His laws and rejects His grace; 
and io that pitiable condition, branded by God as a sinner, a 
rebel, and ungodly, he cannot be amongst that throng who 
will people the courts of endless glory and sing with joyous 
hearts the songs of tbe blessed. 

l\f y friend, I beseech you to think of your dire need, of 
your awful condition; and may the thought not only startle 
you l ut arouse you from your slumbers, which may end in 
death. Unless you repent you will perish. Unless you are 
born again you will be lost for ever. Unless you avail 
your�elf of this great salvation you have heard and read so 
much about, you will be consigned, arter judgment, to the 
lake of fire. Would you be saved from coming wrath? 
Then come to the sinners' Saviour, who died that sinners 
might live, for He will receive you, and then you shall be 
saved for ever; saved from your sins, saved from Satan's 
power, saved from condemnation, saved from the second 
death, saved from the burnings of tbe lake of fire, �aved to 
shine to the praise of I fis grace through the eternal ages. 

Salvation is of the Lord-therefore, accept it now, that it 
may be true of you: "By grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God ,., (Eph. ii. 8). 

" God loved the world of sinners lost 
And ruined by the fall : 

Salvation full, at hi�hest cost, 
!-{e, o[ers Cree to all,'' 



SALVATION ALONE IN CHRIST. 

� l { HILE there are many, in our day, who utterly dis­
V \ regard God's Word, on the other hand, those abound 

who profess to esteem it as such, but walk in ignorance of 
1nany of the truths unmistakably set forth. As there are 
also nun1bers who have the form of godliness, but who by 
conversation and life deny the power thereof, it behoves all 
to ask themselves the question which so concerns their future 
welfare, i.e., What is my hope for eternity based upon? It 
is the imperative duty of all to seriously consider the things 
which are beyond this life-eternal things. And as God 
stales there are such places as heaven and hel1, and such 

· experiences as happiness and misery after death, it becomes
us to face matters at once, painful though they may be, and
be quite clear as to this all important matter.

Do not, as numbers are doing, trifle with the affairs of your
soul, or play fast and loose with eternal realities, for they
should be treated with the utmost solemnity, as their serious
nature and tremendous issues demand. Neither banish the
thoughts from your mind, for there are many all around us
dying with unsaved souls because they will not think. One
once remarked as he gazed upon a number of the aristocracy
of earlh: "It goes to my heart to consider there is not one
in .that brilliant circle who is not afraid to go home and
think."

Man's authority is often faulty, but fhe Word of the living
God speaks with no uncertainty, both of death and judgment,
and of sa1valion and peace. There are many who professedly
seek to be guided by its statements, who, owing to their
neglect of it, do not clearly understand God's way of blessing,
consequently they are building their hopes for eternity on a
wrong and unsafe foundation.

Satan, the great arch-enemy of God and man, in bis
subtlety opposes God's truth in quite a variety of ways, and
invents devices to deceive all classes, that they may remain
at enmity with a loving God who desires their blessing. To
the profligate he whispered: "You are too deeply dyed in
sin," while to those who observe the outward forms of
religjon, who are morally upright, and, viewed from a human
standpoint, are vastly superior, he suggests: n Anxiety
about your soul's salvation is quite unnecessary; do the best
you can, then Christ will make up the deficiency, for G o<l is
so merciful that you will ultimately reach heaven." Beware!
this is an invention qf S3:tan 's to delude you. He plans 
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your eternal loss. His doom is fixed in tbe lake of fire, and 
he would deceive and allure you, that you may be his eternal 
associate. Far better never to have been born, than to die 
in the meshes of atan, a Chri!:,tlesc; unreg'enerate soul. 

h 

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL 
IS r.lC.E"1PTION, ..... :) TH� ESSfNOE OF 

REDEMPTION 
IS THE SUBSTITUTIONARY 

SACnlFICE OF CHRIST. I HAVE 

FOUND.BY LONG EXF"ERIENCF 

TliAT 

NOTHING TOUCHES THE HE.ART 

LIKE THE CROSS OF CHRIST; 

ANO WHEN THE HEART 18 

WOUNDED BY THE TWO·EOOEO 

SW0:10 OF 1HE LAW, NOTHING 

HEALS ITS WOUNDS LIKE THE 

RALM WHICH FLOWS FROM THE 

PIERCED HEART OF JESUS. 

C. H.SPUROEON

Many fancy, that in virtue of their superiority over others 
they will be alright for eternity; all such are sadly mistaken, 
for the judgment of sinful man is not the criterion, but the 
holiness of God. It is now no longer a matter of God trying 
man to prove what he is; that Ile bas already done in every 
ronceivableway. \Veigbing him in the balance of divineright­
C,OU4'ne�s, He bas found him sadly wanting iteasuring him 
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by His accurate standard, He has found him to come short. 
Judging him by His perfect law, He has found him verily 
guilty: and when as a last test He sent His only begotten 
Son, man filled up the measure of bis iniquity by rejecting 
and finally murdering Him; his time of probation thus ended, 
and God announced His verdict, w hicb we do well to heed: 
"All have sinned and come short of. the glory of God.'' 
This statement allows no exceptions, for all are branded by 
God as sinners, and described as His enemies Quantity, or 
degree of sin, is not the qu�stion now at issue, for the com­
mittal of one sin brands man as a sinner. Neither is respect­
ability, morality, or so-caUed good works, merilotious to 
bring the sinner back to God, for they are but as filthy rags 
in His sight. The words of the Lord Jesus-" They have 
their reward," truly apply to these things. For bis sobriety 
a man will be esteemed, for his honesty will gain, and for his 
morality will be honoured: for these and other commendable 
things he is rewarded in this life, but they will neither give 
him favour in God s sight, nor wash bis past sins away; and 
if bis hopes for future glory depend upon them, he will find, 
when too late, that be has been deceived, and that. he bas 
been building upon a foundation of sand, which will sink 
'beneath him, and great ,vill be bis fall 

There are many who have a name to live, but who are 
dead as regards vital Christianity. They are treading the 
way which seemeth right in their own eyes, but it is the 
broad way, and they are passing onward, quickly and with 
awful certainty to the dark and dreary goal-death; for their 
many sins are unforgiven. True, they are not drunken and 
debauched, as many are; granted, they would scorn to sink 
to the depth of depravity as many whom they observe all 
around. But what are they doing? They are, alas, for 
them I committing the soul-destroying sin of rejecting the 
S::,n of God. They are treading the same broad way which 
leaddh to destruction, although it may be on the cleanest 
side, on the respectable side; or, solemn fact! even on the 
religious side. Oh! you that apparently are self-satisfied 
and self-righteous, be not any longer deceived either by your 
own heart or the lies of Satan; do not continue to walk, with 
haughty look, proud step, and hardened heart, in the broad 
-way, or when too late, you may know your poverty, regret
your blindness, and feel your lost, ruined condition.

How solemn is your position l for you are by your assumed 
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superiority excluding yourself from God's mercy, and closing 
against yourself the only door of bope. For while there are 
none too bad to participate in God's great salvation, yet 
there are hundreds who are, in their own estin1ation, too good 
for Christ, and consequently will be lost for ever; "Ye must 

be born again," wac; the sole1nn truth brought to the notice 
of Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler, by the great Teacher; and 
nothing short of this definite work of grace in the heart will 
do for God.· Apart from the new birth the sinner cannot eve11 
see, much less eater the kingdom of God. God loves sinners. 
Christ Jesus can1e to seek and save the lost. The Spirit of 
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God sttives with but one class, the ungodly; and only Slnners .born again, saved by divine grace, will people (he courts of glory. �lay the search-light of God's Holy Spirit illumine the read�r�s_ heart, disclosing to him his sinfulness! for apart from the guilty one knowing his need, he wit I not seek the gracious Saviour, and therefore, cannot be saved, for his only qualification for God's mercy is his deep need, and God delight� to bestow His gracious pardon on those alone who know that they are guilty, needy, and Jost. Note what the Scripture of truth state as to this momentous subject. 
�-�-�=======� MAN"S STATE BY NATURE: � I 

"There is none r,ghlcnus, 110, not one•· (Ito 111. iii. lO). 
·• All ho.,·c einned nm! co111c short or the glory or Gori " (lto,11. iii. 23).
"He tbnt, l.>elie1'elh 11ot. is conde11111cd already" (,John iii. 18).
"They t.ho.t.nre in Lhc llrsh cnn11ot; pleMc Goll" (Rom viii. SJ.
"Ye must. l,e born ugnin "(,John iii. 7). 

GOD'S WAY OF SALVATION:

"Believe on t.hc Lord Jesus Chrh!l, and t.hou shalt. he suved" 
(,\els xl'i. 31). 

'' Whosoever Leli1:vel h i11 U illl, shnll rcccil'c rcmi1:,:,io11 or :,i11::1" 
(.\ct.s x. 48). 

"The l.,lood of Jesus Chritit., Jlit1 Sou, clccuit1ct.h Ul:l froru nils 11" 
( I ,/0'111 i r,). 

"TBPre is none ot,her 11a111c under hcLl\'Cll g-h·cu n111011g- 111c11; wlicrd,.Y "c 
!must 1.,c t1avcd" (Acts i\'. 12). 

"Td hh11 t.har. workcU1 uot, IHll hclicl'ct,h 011 I lim thnt, Jm,tillct.h the 
l1111godly, his faiLh h1 couut.�I ror rii;lilcowmc:,s •· (Bon,. i\'. !i). 

"Tlje girt of God is nternnl lire" (ltom. vi. �3). 

THE CHRIST �EJECTOR'S PO�TION: 

'' Up t.hat 1.,elicvct.h 1101, slinll he lh1111 ncd •· I �l1\l'k 1,., i. LU). 
"The wicked Ahal! l,c Lum co Iulo l1cll" (1'11(\1111 ix. I 7).
"\Vhosoovcr wna not round wriLt.011 in Lha L,ook of Jlfo \\'118 Cll.1'11. i11Lo Lile 

Jake of flro" (Jl.ov. xx.,lli). 

These statements stand before you as beacons of warning-, thar· y�u rnay know yourself, and lcnowing your sinfulness, flee to Christ, who is Gdd's remedy for sin-ruined mnnlcind, 
tor� pardon, 'refuge, and peace. For how can yon be uncon .. 
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cerned with these solemn truths before you? Awake to 
)'Ollr peril I Judgment is imminent. The floods of divine 
,vralh will shortly overflow this guilty \vorld; the blast of 
the tempest of His long-withheld fury will soon be manifest,; 
He will make His righteous ire to be felt by those who obey 
not the truth. 

As you value your precious soul, do not, any longer, rest 
your hopes for eternity on yourself-on your attainments­
or even on your so-called good works, but upon the only 
sure foundation, the work of the Son of God; for on that 
ground alone does God prepare the guilty tor heavenly 
glory. 

Eternal life is a free gift, conferred by the One who not 
only loves, but is love. Although it is so freely given, the cost 
was�immense, for all God's holy claims had to be met, ·His 
righteousness bad to be vindicated, which could only be ac­
complished by One, and that One not a sinful man born at 
enmity with God, but One who was holy and spotless: the 
only-begotten Son of God, who came to die-who gave His 
life a Ransom for m_any, that God should be satisfied, the 
sinner's need 1net, and the immense distance between God and 
m�n bridged over. Never was there love like His, so fully 
p(oved on Ca1vary's· hill, where the .Saviour wrought a full 
sa'lvation. He was brought into the dust of death, that 
siQnefs n1ight not experience the untold horrors of the second 
ae·ath. Sorrow and reproach were ·His, that·sinners might 
n·ot sorrow through the eternal ages. He ,vas enshrouded 
in darkness, that sinners might not know, to their shame, 
the oµter darkness of the lost world. He suffered at the 
hands-of ·mail, from the malice of demons, but above all, from 
the hands of a righteous God, _that poor sinners might not 
suffer the penalty of' their sins. All the billows of God's 
wrath passed over His guiltless soul, that sinners saved by 
sovereign grace might never feel the righteous ire of Almighty 
God. The sword of divine justice awoke and smote the Ivian 
Christ Jesus, when He, the sinless One, was made sin, 
that sinners who believe might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him. And in that hour of deepest woe, when 
God laid upon Him the iniquity of us all, He was forsaken 
by His God, that sinners might not know eternal separation 
from God and heaven. He was once exceedingly sorrow{ ul, 
but as a c9nsequence of that awful" sorrow, He will receh·e 
His own with exceeding joy. Oh I tl�e love! He was rich 
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in glory, yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through 
His poverty, might be made rich. vVhat infinite grace l 
that God, whom we bad so sinned against, should not only 
devise salvation's plan, give His only-begotten Son, offer the 
greatest blessing conceivable, but such is the fulness of His 
he.1rt of love, that He beseeches you to be reconciled to 
Himself; thus manifesting that He thinks more of your 
et�rnal welfare than you do yourself. Oh! the wondrous 
love of God! Oh! the depth of the love of Christ! And is 
it nothing to you? Has it no charm for you? Does it not 
move your inmost soul ? Can you, in face of the fact of the 
death of Christ, say that you needed it not? If so, you have 
no. part or lot in the 1natter. May the Spirit of the Ii ving 
Ciod open your eyes to see your need, and shake the false 
fo1i1ndation under you, causing you to own as one of old -
" Behold, I am vile," and knowing your desperate condition, 
plead before God, not your own works, but the perfect 
finished work of Christ, bring to Him, not your own name, 
but the worthy Name of the Saviour, for only those who have 
been to God in His Name can say-" He bore my sins in 
His own body on the tree.'' 

In conclusion, we would remind you that those whom you 
consider so very sinful are in the same condemnation as 
yourself. They are dead in trespasses and sins; so are you. 
They are the enemies of God ; so are you. They have no 
hope beyond this life; you have a hope centred in yourself, 
therefore false. They are deceived· by the pleasures of sin, 
you are deceived by supposing that your superim ity over 
others will secure you an entrance into glory. They are 
without Christ; so are you. They disobey the Gospel of 
God; so do you. They spurn the work of Christ on their 
behalf;· you reject it by thinking you need it not. Hitherto, 
both the most notorious sinner and yourself have treated the 
Son of God the same. Neither trust for eternity in Him, or 
care aught for His words of solemn warning. Neither know 
Him as their Saviour-whom to know is life eternal. 
Each is described by Christ Jesus, who said-" Ye will not 
come unto Me, that ye might have life." One sweeping 
statement of His is the condemnalion of all, whether 
profligate or self-righteous. For the One who spake as 
never man spake uttered the remarkable words-" This is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
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were evil." They prefer their natural darkness to the true 
light, and although Christ died to �ave them from the 
consequences of their sins, yet they esteem Him not. And, 
although God dec]ares both the way of salvation and His 
willingness to save, yet they, with bard, rebellious hearts, 
heed not His gracious words of love. Oh, dear reader, we 
would beseech you to sue for mercy, disclaim all hope or 
merit in yourself, take your true place before God as a needy 
sinner, trust to the finished work of Christ, for it is life 
first, then service. 

•• Till to Jesus' work you cliog,
By a simple faith, 

Doing is a deadly thing, 
Doiog ends in death." 

The salvation of God is 
shou]d boast. 

" Cast your deadly doing down, 
Down at /esus' feet,

Stand in H m, in Him alone, 
Gloriously complete." 

not of works, lest any man 

No earth]y portion or title can compare with that or 
those who are redeemed by the blood of Cbrist. All 
earthly glory may flee away, crowns and dignities may 
pass to other bands, but the position of God's people 
remains the same through all the clanging scenes of time. 



GOD'S GRACIOUS DEALINGS WITH A 
RAILWAY SHUNTER. 

"I will glorify Thy Name for evermcre. For great is Thy mercy 
toward me 11 (Ps. lxxxvi. 12, 13). 

\ . 

O
F all posi­
tions occu­

pied byi rail way 
serv ants the 
work of the 
shunter is the 
most dangerous, 
statistics proving 
that more shun­
ters are ki]led at 
their posts of 
duty than any 
other railway 
employee. The 
one whose con­
version is here 
recorded, though 

� , be has had many 
� • narrow escapes,

glories in the fact that bis soul is saved, and realizes, through 
the grace of God, that, whether in life or death, all is well. 
He gives the following account:-

" My early days were spent in a midland village, and being 
of lowly parentage, and one of seven children, I did not 
have the advantage of a good education, being compelled to 
work hard from my earliest recollections. Boylike,_I was 
often in mischief, in fact, if anything went wrong in the 
village I was usually blamed for it. 

I shall ever remember with gratitude that I had a praying 
mother, who always sought to impress upon my young mind 
the truth that God beheld all my ways. But like hundreds 
more, I was very self-willed, and endeavoured to forget her 
Joving counsel; although now I can add that her example, 
her prayers, and her ia fluence have never left me. 

I recall three very anxious times in my experience. When 
a boy of twelve I was spoken to by a young man about my 
sinful state, and I well remember my brokenness of heart as 
he told me of the Saviour's love, but, alas I the impression 
soon passed away. 

A few years later I heard an impressive sermon n.t the 
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Parish Churcu, which again awakened me to a sense of my 
danger, and caused distress of soul; my anxiety being at 
times so great that I many times fell upon my knees behind 
a hedge, and tried to pray for mercy. But again the word 
did not profit me, for Satan suggested that I was too bacl, 

I 
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and that I must mend my ways, and again attempt that 
which l hnd vainly endeavoured to do so many times. As 
l wns ignorant of God's abounding love to guilty sinners, I
became disheartened, and even more careless than before.

But God in grace bore with my stubbornness and rebellion, 
not leaving me alone, but about six years later bringing me 
under the sound of those impressive words: 'But man dieth 
and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where 
is be?' But I again disobeyed the call of God, and sought 
pleasure in the world. And until I was thirty-two I 
continued my wild career, without God and without Christ. 

Thus the years passed, until five little children wr.re 
seated around my table, bringing with them their attendant 
responsibility and care, and all thoughts of eternity and 
eternal things were banished from my mind until death, that 
dread visitant, called at our home, taking from our midst 
my wife's mother. This �ad event caused me to see the 
awfulness of a soul passing into eternity without a ray of 
hope. Six weeks later my eldest sister passed away, and 
as we laid her body in the cold grave I felt in utter despair. 
A fortnight later my youngest boy died; but instead of these 
sad occurnnces softening my heart, I further rebelled against 
God, and complained of His hard and seemingly unrighteous 
dealings. It was whilst standing by the still form of my 
beloved child that God again caused me to bear His voice, 
as the thought vividly presented itself, 'What bad it been 
you?' and I was compelled to acknowledge, 'O, God, I 
should have been in bell.' From that moment for nearly 
three months I was in great agony of soul, feeling as n�ver

before the great burden of sin, causing me to rise fron1 n1y 
bed many times in the night to pray to God for light. Once 
when digging in the garden I was so deeply convicted of 
sin that I felt I dare not proceed lest I should open a hole 
by which I should sink into bell; I immediately went to 
my room and cried to God for deliverance. Thus God 
brought me to own as one before had owned, '0, wretched 
man that I am.' 

Some time after the above experiences I went to hear the 
Gospel preached, and although after the service Christian 
friends sought to point me to Christ, I was so very blind 
and unbelieving that the way of salvation seemed too simple. 
The following night, when on my way home, a great long­
ing possess,:d me to be saved, and glancing upward the 
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heavens appeared to open, and what a sight met my en­
raptured gaze I for I saw the Lord Jesus dying on Calvary's 
Cross, and I heard a voice saying, 'You are refusing salva­
tion through the work of Christ.' My sin-burdened heart 
was bowed both with sorrow an:! gratitude, and I ex­
claimed: 'O, Lord, I will refuse no longer,' and there, 
under the broad canopy of heaven, I trusted Christ as my 
Saviour, and joy and peace in believing flooded n1y heart. 
lt was not long ere I was on my knees, thanking God for 
His abounding mercy to me, a poor, bell-deserving sinner. 

Many times after this Satan suggested that I was de­
<..�ived, and once when going to work, greatly troubled witl­
doubts as to my acceptance with God, my attention was 
arrested by a small piece of paper which was almost coYered 
by sand lying by the roadside. I picked it up, and found it 
to be a small leaflet, and in it I read how, in the person and 
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work of Christ, God had made a rich provision, both for the 
past, the present, and the future. It was just what I 
needed, and this led n1e to further praise my God, who bad 
provided such a perfect salvation. My fears all vanished, 
and from that moment, if doubts arise, I have pointed my 
adversary to the written Word of God, and I can with 
thankfulness add that it bas been peace and joy all along 
the way. 

1 record the above to magnify the grace of God in saving 
my soul and sparing my hfe, whilst numbers of my mates 
have been cut down both by disease and accident, many in 
the prime of life. 

One to whom I bad many times spoken about his soul's 
salvation bad been run over by an engine. I went to where 
he lay, and when I saw his poor mangled body I knew that 
be could not last many minutes. Lifting to God a silent 
pray�r, I knelt by his side and whispered: 'George, look 
to Jesus; His precious blood will cleanse from all sin.' I 
also repeated other Scriptures into his dying ear, but, alas I 
he was too far gone to make any reply. 

Another case very different to the above was that of 
another comrade who was a fireman, to whon1 I had many 
times spoken about the realities of eternity. Once, when 
on night duty, I felt deeply impressed to speak to him about 
the welfare of his soul. I was unable to leave my post, so 
I hastily wrote a passage of Scripture upon a scrap of paper 
I bad by me, and handed it to him as the engine passed. 
It was some time before I again saw him, when I asked 
him as to his soul's salvation. 'Thank God, all is right,' 
he. replied. 'How did it co1Tie about,' I asked. To which 
he replied: 'You remember those words of Scripture you 
gave nie; God used them to open my eyP.s.' 

Now, dear reader, I would add a warning word to you. 
Do not trifle with tbe mercy of God, for He has said: 'i1y 
Spirit shall no.t always strive with man.' 

0, unsaved comrade, flee to the outstretched arms of my 
precious Saviour, for He has suffered the Just for the un­
just. Hark to His cry on Calvary's Cross: 'My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Ivie?' vVhy was He for­
saken? It was because God could not pass over sin, and 
as Christ took the sinner's place, God poured out His 
indignation and wrath against sin upon 1-Iim. Believe this 
glorious message, and your soul shall live." 



THE MOCKER'S DOOM. 
11 De cot deceived, God ig not mocked: for whatsoever a. man sowetb, 

that shall be also reap" (Gal. vi. 7), 

I
T was the Club day in a certain English villa�e, on which

occasion the villagers made a general holiday, and a 
time of friendly greetings and family meetings. A Christian 
lady, endeavouring to serve her Master, was busy scattering 
broadcast the good seed, in the form of gospel booklets and 
tracts, to those who on such occasions thronged the village 
for pleasure. Among many others to receive one of the 
11 silent messages" was the Club doctor, who was a man 
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v. ithout the fear of God before his eyes; who openly scoffed
at God, the Creator of alJ. After receiving it, his first
impulse was to tear it to ato1ns, and cast it to the wind, but
on second 1 bought he decided to take it to the Club that
evening, thinking it might be a source of amusement to the
profligate members.

Night came; and the doctor was in bis accustomed place 
at the Club, revelling as usual in sin, ridiculing with his 
ungodly associates the tract, the giver, and the contents: 
what did he care if the tract was entitled-" The value of 
the soul ''? The goµ of this world had blinded bis eyes, so 
that this life and the pleasures of sin were all he cared for. 
Vain man! how little he realized that his life had almost 
flickered away; as he laughed, sneered, and jested at the 
contents of that tract, forgetting that the all-seeing eye of 
God was upon him, as he drank and revelled in his own folly, 
mocking at the statements of the One who gave him life and 
breath and being. vVe fain would draw the veil over such a 
scene of man's depravity in that midnight carousal: for their 
glory was in their shame. 

When morning dawned, as the sun shed its glorious light 
and rays across the serene country, making the landscape 
appear even more beautiful than before, a labouring man 
was wending bis way earlier than usual to his daily toil, and, 
turning a bend in the road, he noticed a pony and gig 
standing without a driver; upon further examination he saw 
to his horror, that by the pony's side was the lifeless form ot 
a man; that man was none other than the mocl<er of the 
night before, the Club doctor. 

Upon further inquiries, it transpired that he had left the 
Club at an early hour that n1orning in an intoxicated state, 
and it was supposed that on his way home he must have 
leaned forward, and fallen from the trap over the shafts, thus 
breaking his neck, and '-a using insant death. \�/hat a change 
for that mocker, from that drunken stupor to the miseries of 
the lost world. Never more wou]d be mock at God; for 
there is no infide1ity in hell. 

u A mere accident," our readers may say. Yes, doubtless
it was an accident, but was it not something more? \Vas 
it not {he band of God meting out judgment to a high­
minded rebel? For sin is a terrible thing in God's sight, 
and man cannot sin against God ,vith impunity; sooner or 
later his sin will be punished, and his rebellious career will 
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be ended. "Because there is wrath, beware Jest 1-Ie take 
thee away with His stroke, then a great ransom cannot 
deliver thee." 

Oh, mocker, continue not your evil course, lest in the 
coming great day God mocks when your fear cometh; but, 
before the judgment of God overtakes you, throw down your 
arms of rebellion, and sue for the mercy of God. Remem­
ber that it is through the goodness of God that you have 
not been cut down in your wild career, as many have been. 

In conclusion, we would remind you that sinners of the 
deepest dye have been pardoned by our God. Hearken to 
His loving voice speaking to you, rebellious, and profligate 
though you may be. He not only warns you by saying, 
"Be sure your sin will find you out," but He also calls to 
you, saying, "Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?" for 
He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Therefore, 
He gave His only begotten Son to die in your stead, that 
now, in perfect righteousness,' He can offer His great 
salvation. •• Stay, poor sinner, stay and think before you further go Do I.

o�ort upon the brink of everlasting MC." ' 
,HE N�RROW WA.'I. Matt.7.14.

Je-sus said, "\ AM "THE WAY." Jo'nn '+ 6.
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CHOOSING AND REFUSING. 

O
FTEN in our life's experience we turn aside fro1n

everything to consider matters of more or less im­
portance, and arter weighing over in our minds the advan­
tages and the disadvantages, the probable gain and the risk 
of loss; after viewing the case from various standpoints, 
we arrive at a conclusion; we decide either for or against, 
and often have to abide by the consequences as we reap the 
result, whether for good or i11. 

Only a short time ago a man was compelled by the 
urgency of his case, almost on the impulse of the moment 
to make his choice. He was in the employ of a railway 
company, and was walking along the lines near l3irmingbam, 
when he accidently caught his foot in the points, which 
instantly closed upon it so tightly that he was unable to 
extricate it; while he saw to his horror an express train 
approaching at full speed. He felt that death was imminent, 
for he kne\V that should he remain in that position be bad 
hnt a few seconds to live. "\1Vhat thoughts must have 
flashed through his mind in those terrible moments of 
suspense I He realised that he must either lose his life or 
his foot, and quick as thought his mind was made up, his 
decision was arrived at, his foot must go, if by any means 
there was the slightest chance of bis life being saved. 
Acting upon tbis he hastily threw himself down between the. 
Jines, while nearer and nearer 'approached the ponderous 
engine. 0, the agony 9f those moments! In vain did the 
driver endeavour to bring to a standstill the iron monster. 
On, on it came, and passed 0\'er the man's foot, crushing it 
so severe]y that it was necessary to amputate· it: He acted 
wisely, and although he lost his foot his life was saved. 

Many others, besides the one mentioned above, have 
made their choice; some for good, others for ill. Moses, 
when forty years of age, decided as to his future course. He 
refused rank and greatness; he esteemed not riches and 
honour; be despised luxury and ease, and counted as 
worth]ess the pl�asures of sin� choosing affiiction and suffer­
ing· with a despised company of slaves. I-le had respect 
unto the recompense of the reward, and bis reward was sure. 

Years later the multitude at Jerusalem made their choice. 
The great crowd consisted of all classes and professions, 
from • the governor and the -elders, down to the meanest 
dweller there. They hnd to choose between the Son of the 
Livin� God, whose mission was to snve life, nnd the male, 
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factor, Barabbas, who was guilty among other tbings of 
taking life. Alas I for man's choice. \Vith hearts full of 
prejudice anci hatred, and eyes blinded by envy, they deliber­
ately chose the guilty Barabbas, and refused the innocent 
Jesus, exclaiming, "\Ve will not have this l\Ian to reign 

"Tal: POl!\'TS WERE INBTAJSTLY CLOSED.'' 

over us," and crying in the hearing of Almighty God, "Let 
His blood be upon us and our children." Shorty after­
wards King Agrippa, after bearing from the lips of a 
servant of Christ who was his prisoner, words which 
awakened bis heart and aroused bis conscience, said, 
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.'' Alas I 
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foolish king, indecision is your ruin, for unless you come lo 
n more definite conclusion the salvation of God you will 
never have; the peace of God you will never know ; the 
rest which remains for God's people you will never enter; 
but God's righteous ire will be felt, bolh by you and all 
your followers who are content to be" almost" saved, almost 
Christians, almost in heaven; but, alas I for ever outside. 

Souls all around us are perishing because they will not 
come to a decision. They fain would forget the words of 
the Son of God, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 
They willingly are ignorant of the fact that they cannot 
enjoy the pleasures of sin and the things of God, They do 
not realise that tbey cannot be s]aves of sin and the Lord·s 
freemen at the same time; that they cannot make the best 
of both worlds; that they cannot both make an idol of sfn 
and worship the Lord of glory; that they cannot tread at 
the same time the broad way to destruction and the narrow 
road to heaven. They appear not to have grasped the 
truth that they can never enter heaven unless their sins are 
cleansed away, unless they come to Jesus, who alone is the 
passport into eternal glory. 

\Ve would further remind you that there is no neutrality on 
this point. Refusing to be saved you choose to be lost; 
refusing endless joy you choose eternal woe; refus;ng the 
light you choose the outer darkness; refusing eternal life you 
choose the "death that never dies''; refusing God's great 
mercy you choose His righteous curse; refusing the peace He 
offers you choose endless remorse; refusing to enter the 
narrow way you choose to continue in the broad road which 
leadeth Jo destruction; refusing heaven you choose hell. 0, 
the awfulness of your choice! 

My friend, what is your choice? Is it Christ or the world? 
Choose not the fleeting pleasures of sin, or you will reap the 
wages-death. Come now to Jesus; trust your soul to His 
keeping; He will receive you, pardon you, and make you 
meet for eternal glory. And should you be called in faith­
fulness to your Saviour and 11aster, to part with the things 
which are displeasing to Him, hereafter you shall know the 
joy of reigning with Christ, to enjoy the pleasures for ever­
more. 

Dear reader, our God in compassionate love is waiting for 
your choice. The Saviour bends to hear your cry of 
penitence. The Spirit of God works in your heart to bring 
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you to repentance. Tbe recording angel waits to record in 
heaven the salvation of your soul. Therefore, make your 
choice; choose ye this day, that henceforth you may be 
enab 1ed to say:-

" My eternal choice is made­

Christ for me." 

Think of the manifold blessings, which are consequent 
upon such a choice; blessings as endless as eternity, blessings 
which the wealth of the universe could not purchase, but 
which may be received by simple faith without money or 
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price; blessings such as tbe forgiveness of sin, reconciliation, 
Justification, peace with God, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
These blessings, and many others flow from a personal 
reception of the Son of God, for it is still tbe day of grace, 
and the promise of God is sure that "as many as received 
Hirn, to them gave He power [ or right or privilege] to become 
the sons of God, even to those who believe on His Name." 
(John i. 12). 



WHO, THEN, CAN BE SAVED? 
"Salvation is of lhe Lord" Uonab ii. 9). 

T
HE incident, mentioned in Luke xviii. 18-26, which

called forth the above question, is worthy of our notice. 
A young ruler who was very rich had approached the Lord 
in great haste, and eagerly asked Him the question," \tVbat 
s.hall I do to inherit eternal life?" In replying, the Lord 
met him on his own ground, i.e., of doing; to get that for 
which he sought; aud mentioned as a te!,t, several of the 
commandments relative to his duty towards bis fellow-men. 
To ,vhich he replied, '' All these things have I kept from my 
youth up." Christ then said,'' One thing thou lackest ; sell 
all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou 
slialt have treasure in heaven, and come follow Me." These 
heart-searching words caused the ruler much sorro,v, for be 
was very rich in this world's goods. Thus he ,vas called 
upon to choose between retaining his wealth or following 
Christ, and be chose the forn1er, causing sorrow to fill the 
tender heart of the Lord Jesus as He exclaimed, "How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God.'' \i\Thilst the disciples wonderingly asked, "Who, then, 
can be saved?" As if to ask," If the rich cannot, who can ? 11

The Lord Jesus then mentions the important fact that what 
is, and ever will remain, an utter impossibility with man is 
possible with God. 

Oh, wondrous fact I that God has in His great love to sin­
ruined n1ankind provided a great salvation which He now 
offers freely to all. 

\Vho then can be saved? This i1nportant question may 
be ag-nin reiterated for our benefit, who live centuries after it 
was first asked, Christ Jesus, who spake as never man 
sp�!i_e, who was God manifest in flesh, who can1e full of 
grace and truth, answered this all-important question, when 
I-le announced that His n1ission into the world ,vas to seek
and to save the Jost. Full ,veil I-le kne,v that man was lost,
and was wandering farther and farlher away from his Creator.
Full well I-le knew that they had all disobeyed God, and all
gone out of the way and become unprofitable, and yet, in
the fulness of His love, I-le came just where we were, stooped
down to rescue us, to bear the punishment due to sins that we
guitty, ruined sinners, might be saved. Saved from the
consequences of our numerous· transgressions. Saved from
the bondage of sin. Saved from the power of Satan. Saved
from the coming wrath. Saved from helJ. Yes, saved to
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shine to the praise of His grace, through the unending ages 
of eternal glory. 

Have you realized the solemn fact lhat you are a sinner'? 
God has declared that "all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God." Let this truth weigh upon your 
conscience; let it enter your heart, for it is better by far to be 
troubled no\V on account of your condition, than when too 
late. Your deep need must be owned before you can be 
saved. It was when the Israelites of old kne-,v their dying 
condition that God announced to them I-Iis remedy, and 
called upon them to look and live. The prodigal son knew 
be had wandered away from the home of his father, ere be 
came to himself and retraced his footsteps. The blind man, 
who hailed with delight the passing of Jesus, knew that he 
was blind. The woman with an issue of blood, realized that 
as twelve years passed, not only were her means becoming 
exhausted, but that she was getting worse. The publican 
expressed bis heart-felt need, as be looked down, smote his 
Lreast, and, from a heart burdened on account of his sins 
sent a message, which winged its rapid flight into the ear of 
God, as he uttered the words, "God be merciful to me a 
sinner." These, and many besides, took their true place as 
needy ones, and received the blessing; for 

"None but the needy have a claim 
Upon a Saviour's love." 

Do you feel concerned on account of your condition? If so 
it is the first step toward blessing; you are then just in the 
place in which God's mercy can reach you. The One who 
saved the chief of sinners can save you. \\Then you know 
that you are lost, Jesus saves. When you know that you 
are a debtor with nothing to pay, He freely forgives. 
\Vhen you own that you are perishing, then it is that He in 
love rescues. Oh, that the readers of these lines realized! their 
deep need! 

"This man receivelh sinners." None are too bad for the 
Saviour's compassion; none .are too deeply sunken in sin for 
Him to rescue; though their sins tower as high as mountains, 
He will forgive. Though they be the outcasts of society on 
account of their crimes, He will receive. Though they be 
wretched beyond description, He will cause tbe1n to rejoice 
in Iiis love, for 1-Ie came to call sinners to repentance. 

Perchance this may meet the eye of many who have not 
fallen deeply into outward sin, as many of their fellow-men 
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and women, who may think that their superiority is 
sufficient upon which to build their hopes of ete1 nal felicity. 
Such is not the case. God says to you, "Ye must be born 
agnin ''; you need salvation quite as much as the profligate. 
Alas I that while none are too bad for salvation, there are so 
many who consider themselves too good to accept it upon 
God's terms. Their righteousness is but as filthy rags in 
the sight of a holy God. Jesus can1e not to call the righteous, 
but sinners. Those who will people heaven will be sinners 
saved by divine grace. I-Iow is this brought about? Does 
God lavish His love at the expense of righteousness? We 
may ask, 

vVhy sinners can be saved ?-The answer is, because God 
has provided a Ransom, a Substitute for the sinner. He is 
holy: righteousness and truth are the pillars of His throne. 
He saw sin in all its blackness. He did not, as man is 
prone to do, treat it lightly. Previously He had announced, 
u the soul that sinneth it shall die," and "without shedding
of blood is no remission"; hence, to meet His just clain1s,
and to make heaven possible for the sinner; when the fulness
of time was come, Christ Jesus, God's only begotten Son,
took that mighty stoop from the highest throne of glory.
He came to manifest the love of God His Father, to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, that a full, free, and
perfect salvation might be preached, and that sinners might
be pardoned, justified, and redeemed.

"Behold the Lamb of God" in His pathway from the 
manger, where He was cradled, to the cross upon which 
I-le died. He was ever the joy of the Father's heart; His
whole life was ever ascending as a sweet smelling savour to
Him. But in 1-Iis death, when the·sword of divine justice
awoke against the l'vlan who was God's Fellow-the Man
Christ Jesus; when God forsook 1-lim: when men and
demons united to afflict Hin1; when that sorroY1ful cry was
wrung from I-Iis holy lips, "f\1y God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?" when from His pierced side the
precious blood streamed forth-in that dark hour He made
an atonement for sins; He suffered, the Just for the unjust;
He met all the righteous claims of a sin-bating God. In
tbe death of Christ we have the answer to the question,
u Why sinners can be saved?" It is His perfect worlc,
His great sacrifice, His suffering, 1-Iis death, and the
shedding of I-Iis life's blood, which enables God to speak lo
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the sinner in love, telling him to call upon the Name of the 
Lord and be saved. It is in virtue of this that the door of 
salvation is wide open ; that all may enter in, and be 
shielded from coming wrath. In virtue of this, sinners can 
receive the kiss of pardon, and be brought nigh and know 

that they are "redeemed by the precious blood of Christ," 
and reconciled to God by His death. Do you enquire, 

How sinners can be saved ?-It is by appropriating to 
themselves this perfectly and wondrously finished 'work, 
which has been accomphsbed, and by pleading the merits 
of it before God. Hundreds make a great mistake in think• 
ing that they can ol:itain salvation by endeavours of their 
own. Listen to the wards of Jesus, words of victory from 
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the lips of the innocent Sufferer on Calvary, words of won­
drous blessing, " It is finished I " Yes, redemption's toil 
wns completed, the only work which could satisfy God and 
bring the rebel sinner nigh was accomplished, and that work 
alone is acceptable to God. 

Sal,·ation is not of works, but by the sovereign grace of 
God: for, by grace, sinners are saved through faith. Even 
were it possible for any sinner to commence to live a blame­
less and holy life, what about past offences ? for God 
requireth that which is past. God gives salvation, but He 
bestows it in His own way, and l-Ie will have all the glory. 
Could this priceless boon be obtained by our efforts it would 
no longer remain a gift, but ,vages; it is to him that ,vorketh 
not, but believeth. "Very easy,'' say some. Yes, easy for 
the recipients of such love, but not so for the One who 
accomplished the work; the sinless One, who was made 
sin that believing sinners 1night be made the righteousness 
of God in Him. 

Do you ask, "\Vbat must I do to be saved?" l-Iear 
the answer re-echoed from the very throne of God : " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." Believe 
on His person. Trust to His work. Rest your hopes for 
eternity upon His death and resurrection. Believe that He 
not only died for sinners, but that I-le died for you; for God 
has dec.lared, "that if thou shalt confess with thy n1quth 
the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised 1-lim from the dead, thou shalt be saved." Blessed 
news for the lost sinner. \Vondrous news for those who 
are perishing. But will God for ever wait for man to 
receive and obey the Gospel? Will I-le always offer this 
free and perfect pardon? I-las I-le revealed anything as to 
when sinners can be saved ?-Yes, the God who awakens 
to a sense of need, who provides the remedy, who declares 
as to the only way, also states the time that this great 
salvation may L>e obtained. Listen to I-Iis words," Behold, 
now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salva­
tion." Soon God's last invitation to the Gospel supper will 
have gone forth; the last earnest appeal of the evnngelist 
will have been given; the last note of warning will have 
been raised ; the lnst call of love ; tho last offer of mercy ; 
and then Christ will come, nnd the door of salvation will bo 
dosed, And then, in spite of the loving counsel of godly
friends, who manr times hn.vo l>esouGht sinners .to 11 �ee�
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the Lord while He may be found," hundreds will be outside. 
Or perchance death, that dread visitant, may visit you; or 
disease lay its fell band upon you; or you may be, as 
thousands have been, overtaken by an accident, and thus be 
suddenly called into eternity, dying as you have lived-
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unsaved, unprepared, your sins not washed away. 
Oh, beware I Jest you miss the passing by of Jesus, Jest 
you know not the day of your visitation, lest you trifle away 
your day of salvation. God will save you, 110w. Christ will 
receive you, 110w. To you is the message of this salvation 
sent, now. The 1-loly Ghost convicts you of sin, now.
God's time to bestow this infinite gift is, 110w. God's 
message of love to you is, 110111 ,· for, "now is the day of 
salvation." 

Do not wait for a more convenient season, or you may be 
eternally lost, and through .the eternal ages bewail the folly 
of delay. For the Scriptures warn us, "Boast not thyself 
of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth" (Proverbs xx\'ii. J ).

��-
" 87 nalure the childrtn or '! 

wrath, nen as other1 " - , • #. 
"Thit which ,s bom or U1e '··• 

Resh Is flesh " - , • • j; . 
LIFE ::'If. 

"Wilhoul Chnsl, .. , hning: l 
no hope, and "'ithout God in the-;�; 
world" - , .. .. . ,;_, 

DEATH -�j)
"II is appointed unto men once : • 

lo die, but aRer this lhe Judg, ' 
me.nl •·- •"' .

.. 
t
.. 

ETERNITY .'." 

"These shill go 1w1y inlo 'i�' 
[nrluling Punishmenl • - •• ·: ,• 

:
-

. 
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Do You NoT SnE ?-(1) That if it is true (as it is) that ••All 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God" ( Rom.iii.23), 
therefore you have sinned; (2) That as 11otl1i11g that dtjiltlh
shnll enter heaven (Rev. xxi. 23), therefore, if still in your 
sins, you cannot enter there; (3) Thal ns "/lie blood of Jesus
clra11utll from nil sin" (1 John i. 7), and has cleansed "the 
chief of sinners'' (1 Tim.i. 15), therefore you can be cleansed; 
(4) Tl,e wisdom of here nud t1ort1 accepting the Lord Jesus Christ
as your own Saviour (John i. 12), being clennsed from nil
(lin, nnd mf\do meet for 'hoaven (Col.\, r2).
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A ROYAL PARDON. 

"Seek Him tbnt ... turneth the shadow or death into the morning 
. . . The Lord Is His Name.'' (Amos v. 8). 

L\ few years ago the death call sounded in the ears of her 
r\. gracious I'vlajesty Queen Victoria, and she was removed
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from our midst, for even a Queen must obey this imperative 
summons, death being no respecter of persons: and soon, 
although her skilful physicians did all in their power to 
lengthen her life, the sorrowful news had to be conveyed to 
a loyal nation: "Queen Victoria is dead." 

All will acknowledge that hers has been a remarkable reign, 
not only for ·duration, but also for the graciouness which she 
on so many occasions exhibited towards all classes of her 
subjects, which they have reciprocated by loyalty and love, 
to a degree perhaps unparalleled in the history of our nation. 
For whether we think of her as a God-fearing maiden, a 
devoted wife, a loving mother, a sorrowing widow, or as 
Queen of this vast Empire, we are moved with feelings of 
esteem and admiration, for we realize that a great and good 
woman has been taken fro1n our midst, that a noble Monarch 
has been called upon to relinquish an earthly crown 
for a crown of glory which endures for ever, to leave 
an earthly kingdom to taste the joy of a heavenly one, the 
kingdom of our God and His Christ; she has left this scene 
of" tr�al and anxiety,'' as she once described it, to enjoy the 
rest that remains to the people of God. 

The following brief extract. shows the manner in. which 
over sixty years ago the girl Queen exercised her Royal 
prerogative:- "A private who had thrice deserted the 
colours was condemned to death. The Duke of \Vellington 
presented the warrant to the Queen for her signature. Tears 
rose to her eyes, and she asked 'Have you nothing to say on 
his behalf?' 'Your lVIajesty, be has deserted three times,' 
replied the astonished Duke. 'Think again your Grace.' 
'Well, your Majesty, be certainly is a bad soldier, but there 
was somebody who spoke of his good character. He may be 
a good fellow in private life.' ' Oh, thank you I' The young 
Queen, ,vith a bright smile, hastily wrote the word' Pardoned' 
across the warrant., and added her Royal signature at its foot.'' 

Such is. the simple record of an act of mercy performed by 
an earthly Sovereign; but there is a greater mercy than the 
above, manifested by no less a Being than Queen Victoria's 
God, the heavenly Sovereign, who delights in mercy, ·who 
wills not the death of a sinner and who declares that 
judgment is His "strange work,'' as we may have often sung 
in respect to the sins of a lifetime, that to pardon, 

"Is His �reat prerogative
And none can 10 that honour share,'' 
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and n1ay have lifted our voices heavenward in the language 
of the same hymn, asking, 

"Who is a pardoning Goel like Thee ? 
Oh, who bas grace so rich and free?" 

Our readers may have many times read, or heard that 
God has, in righteousness, passed the sentence of death upon 

TUJ.: 1..1.rm QU��N \"IUL'OIUA. 

all, on account of our numerous transgressions, but, oh, 
blessed news I' prior lo the execution of this sentence, IIe is 
ofTering to all n full, free, and eternal pardon. Fo1 ns you 
pcruso these lines the mercy of God is so great, thnt you may 
have written across the long dnrk list of your sins thnt bles ed 
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word II pardoned," nn<l hnve in your heart the joyous assur­
nnce thnt you nre sanctified, redeemed, and justified L>y the 
precious blood of Christ, and know that when lime is no more, 
and all tears, sorrows, losses, pains, and partings, which are 
common l>olh to Queen and subject, are for ever past, you 
will enter into die joys of an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

The wifely devotion, as also the ground of our departed 
Queen's hope of a glorious resurrection, was beautifully ex­
pressed by the words of the following inscription, which she 
commanded to be placed upon the tomb of Prince Consort, 
"Farewell, well beloved! Here at last I shall repose with 
thee; in Christ shall rise again.'' For she had doubtless 
learned the lesson that whether Queen or subject, all the 
saved are received by the same grace, washed in the same 
precious blood, and made children of God and heirs of heaven 
in the same way-which is Christ Jesus and Him crucified. 

It is reported that on one occasion an old lady, O\'er a 
hundred years of a�e, whom her lVIajesty kindly visited, one 
day turned to the Queen and said, "May I ask a question?" 
"As many as you like," kindly replied the Queen. "\ Viii 
you meet me up yonder in the paradise of God?'' "Yes, by 
the grace of God and the all-availing blood of Christ,'' was 
the answer. 

,ve would further remind our readers that God pardons 
in righteousness, not on the ground of our qualifications or 
attainments, but simply and solely upon the ground that His 
demands have been met, I-Iis anger appeased and sin's penalty 
has been paid by the one offering of Jesus Christ, who is the 
only Mediator between God and man, lhus enabling God to 
be just and the Justifier of all who believe. 

That our late Queen was a sine.ere believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is beautifully illustrated by the following: ic A 
District Secretary of the London City Mission visited a small 
cottage at Windsor, with an old-world garden of sweet­
smelling flowers in front, and upon taking a seat, which hnd 
been dusted for him, was told, 'That is the Queen's chnir .' 
He was then informed that one of the Royal Princesses hod 
stopped her carriage to look at the flowers, nnd, upon bearing 
from the daughter thnt her mother wns ill, hnd gone ia to 
see her. The next day ru1other Roynl cnrringe drove up, 
and tho Queen herself stepped out. • Of course,' tho daughter 
told the ·secretnry, • wo were greatly flurried.' but the Queen 
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snid, 'Don't be put about. I hnve come not as a Queen, but 
ns n Christinn Jndy. Have you got a Bible?' She was 
gi\'en one, and snt down on that chair, and said, 'I heard 
from my daughter of your hmg and sad illness, and I have 
come to comfort you.• She took my n1other's poor wasted 
han<l in her�, and said, ' Put your trust in Jesus, and you 
will soon be in a land where there is no pain. You are a 
widow, so am I; we shall soon meet our beloved ones l' She 
then read the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel of John(' Let 
not your heart be troubled,' &c.), and knelt down on the 
floor, and prayed for my mother. That wasn't the only visit, 
for always since, the Queen, when she came to Windsor 
Castle, came to see my mother once or twice a week, and 
always read the \i\Tord of God and prayed.'' 

Friend I \Ve would ask your forbearance, as in Jove to 
your undying soul, we ask: Vvere you called upon to pass 
the gloomy portals of death, were the resistless summons to 
sound in your ear, were you called, as Queen Victoria has 
been, to meet God, would you meet Him as a pardoned sin­
ner, or as one upon whose shoulders rest the burden of a 
lifetime's sin? Should you acknowledge, " 1\1 y sins are 
unpardoned'' we would point you to Jesus Christ, a loving, 
gracious, and willing Saviour, and ask you to turn to God, 
who will abundantly pardon. 

THE STORY OF A MINER'S CONVERSION. 

"Behold lhe Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
\Vorld" Uohn i. 29). 

A
FEW years ago, a servant of the Lord, whose heart was

aglow with love for souls, visited a village in \ Vest 
Yorlcshire to proclaim the old, old story of the love of God. 

One night, as he spoke of the perfect work of the Lan1b 
of God, be noticed in the congregation; a strong, well-built, 
and robust young man. A scarf was loosely tied round his 
neck, and he was dressed in the usual miner's garb. As he 
spolcc, both powerfully and earnestly, of the grace and mercy 
manifested in God's La.mb to those who were perishing in 
their sins, he noticed Lhnt the eyes of this young miner were 
fixed earnestly upon him, an<l that he nppenred lo be listening 
with rapt nttention to every word, whilst upon his fnco, which 
bore the unrnislal,aule marlcs of ain, wns n lool< of concern 
nod unrest. 
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At the close of lhe service he stayed to speak to the preacher, 
and said: "There's one thing you said to-night that I can­
not forget.'' 11 \Vbat is that?" queried the preacher. (I You 
said,'' replied the young miner, "that if I accepted Jesus 
Christ ns my Saviour, that this month would be the begin­
ning of months. But, oh, sir, I am too bad, too vile to be 
saved.'' "Thank God for that," exclaimed the preacher; 
"for you are just the one whom Jesns came to save, for He 

lllNll.1\.11 lll;,wt TO (;O DOWN 1·u� bl.L\l J'. 

came from heaven lo seek and to save those who are bad, 
not the good.'' And in a similar strain he pl�aded with him 
to trust the Saviour, an<l urge<l upon him an immediate sur­
render to Christ. After several Christian friends had prayed 
with him, he left the service, undecided and unforgiven; yet 
they had faith in God that he woul<l ultimately yield, and 
that s1.Jortly he would l>c amongst the redeemed of the Lord. 

Bill (for that was the name l>y which he was known), 
instead of going straight home lhnt night, called to see his 
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p..1rents, nod stnyed until after 11 p.m. As be left be said, 
11 l\lotber, it's no use me a-going home, for I know that I 
shall not be able to sleep.'' I-Iis surmises were correct. I-Iis 
conscience troubled him; the many sins which he had com­
mitted passed before him like a panorama, for he knew that 
he was a lost sinner. 

\Vhen morning dawned Bill felt that he dare not descend 
the pit. His work was called " strait ,, work, or "headjng ''
wor 1<, which is fraught with great danger, and he felt, as 
never before, that should be be overtaken by accident, and 
thus meet with death, he would be lost for ever. 

The next evening the preacher, accompanied by a con­
verted miner, went to visit him, for they knew that be had 
been a valiant servant of the devil. He was very pleased 
to see them, and pressed them to take supper with him, after 
which the preacher, longing for his soul's salvation, brought 
to his notice from the Scriptures that belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ was God's only way of .salvation, and besought 
him to belitve a11d live. But bis only response was, "I cannot 
trust myself 1'; to which his friend replied, " I am glad you
cannot trust yourself, Bill, for you are not fit to be trusted; 
but you cari trust the Saviour.'' A battle was raging in 
Bill's sinful heart, between the powers of darkness-for Satan 
does not readily yield up his prey-and the Christ of God; 
but, praise God I the victory was to be for Christ. vVith 
true penitence he bowed his l<nee in the presence of God, and 
the" light of liJe ' 1 flooded his dark heart, dispelling the dense 
darkness. He was thus washed and made whiter than snow 
by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

The following evening he again attended the gospel 
service, not as a miserable sinner, but as a happy Christian, 
and with a face beaming with heavenly joy triumphantly 
stated to those present, "All's right, and all's bright.'' And 
as the Christians present beheld his countenance, radiant 
with peace, they truly could rejoice and say-

" To God be the glory, great things He bath done." 

Previous to conversion Bill was a noted gambler. He 
would sit up until the early hours of the morning, reading 
the various papers connected with betting, horseracing, etc., 
and be was considered by his ,comrades quite nn authority 
upon the subject. The following Saturday Bill went ns 
usual to receive his wages from the pay-office, and was there
acc.osted by one of his old compan1ons, w�o asked: "Bill, 
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hast thou got the winner?" ic Oh, yes,'' replied Bili. c I 
hn\'eo·t much money, and I want the sure winner," continued 
his friend. 11 \Veil, I bave got the sure winner," said Bill. 
u I am delighted to meet thee, Bill, so do tell me which it
i ,'' his comrade continued. After keeping him in suspense
for a few moments, which seemed a long time to the interested
miner, Bill said, ci Yes, I will tell thee, George, and right
gladly. The winner is my Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."
George then turned away without saying another word.

i 
,1 
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Bill had also been very food of pigeon-flying and dog-run­
ning, be being the owner of a dog which had won many 
prizes, for which he had been offered twenty pounds art er 
she bad run in a fifty pounds sweepstake at Dudley l-lill, 
near Bradford. But all these things ,vere given up; be was 
a new creature in Christ Jesus, and the former things dropped 
off as autumn )eaves, and passed away, as he manifested by 
his changed life that be ,vas the Lord's free man. Through 
the grace of God he could say with one of old, "But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the h.,iowledge of Cbri�t Jesus my Lord.'' 

Some time after, one of his old comrades, whon1 he had 
not seen since his conversion, overtook him as be was going 
to work, and asked : "Bill, did you touch the winner in the 
big race?'' IC Yes," he rejoined cheerfully. "Christ Jesus 
is my winner, and I touched I--Iim about fifteen months ago." 
IC Have you turned, then, Bill?" was the next question. 
"Yes," boldly replied Bill. "\Ve11, if I didn't think so, 
although I have not seen thee for a long time." 

Bill now publicly confesses Christ. Truly he is a brand 
plucked from the burning, and his prayers continually follow 
the preacher under whose ministry be was first led to consider 
the evil of his ways, and by whom he was·pointed to the Lamb 
of God, wbo bore his sins in His own body on the tree. In 
a Jetter dated a few weeks ago he stales that he is waiting 
for bis winner, the One who has won his heart, to come for 
him from heaven. 

!\lay you, dear unsaved one, as Bill and thousands beside, 
"turn to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
and to wait for His Son from heaven." Then true rest, heart 
satisfaction, and endless joy will be yours. For Christ Jesus, 
to save your soul and to win your heart's a ffection, endured 
the Cross, despised the shame, and now calls from yonder 
exceJJent glory, saying, "Co1ne, CoME, COl\IE I" 

"Are you coming to lhe Saviour? 
He wili give you rest; 

Life and peace lie freely ofkn., 
Gifts the best.'' 

Come now, then tbe solemn words once uttered by the 
Sa-iour of binncrs will no longer be true of you: .. Ye will 
not come lo ?.le, that ye might have life'' Qobn v. 40) 
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"\Vith the Lord there Is mercy, and with lllm ls plenteous redcmplion" 
(Psalm cxxx. 7). 

A 
CiiRISTIAN who through a Jong and ledious day had

been following his usual laborious calling, feeling very 
fatigued, was retiring to bed rather earlier than was his cus­
tom, when he beard a timid knock at the front door. "Who's 
there?'' be asked. " If you please sir, I've come lo ask you 
to come and see molher ," were the words he heard uttered 
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in girlish tones. " I cnnnot to-night," he rcpHe<l, as be 
wondered however he could <lrng his aching limbs to the 
address given. u Oh, do come," pleaded the child. "I will 
call early in the morning," he rejoined. But ns the child was 
turning away he felt suddenly constrained to go, so called out 
after the retreating child, 11 But tell mother that I will come 
along in a few minutes." And hastily putt�ng on his shoes 
and lifting a silent prayer to God for His guidance and 
blessing, he set out to the address given, endeavouring to 
forget his bodily weariness. 

\\Then he arrived at the lowly cottage and was ushered 
into the bedroom, he saw lying upon a bed a woman whom 
be at once recognised as being a listener to the glad tidings 
of God's salvation, which he· bad proclaimed in an adjoining 
factory some ti1�e previously. Upon her face was a look of 
utter dejection, and she was uttering the solemn words, "I'm 
lost, I am going to hell. 1'01 lost, I am going to hell.'' 
"You know then that you are a poor, lost, helpless sinner,'' 
remarked the visitor, "but let me remind you that God bas 
in 1-Iis great love provided a way of escape for you. Do you 
believe the Scriptures?'' "I believe the Bible'' was her faint 
reply. So turning to that beautiful passage in Galatians ii. 20,

"I live by the faith of tbe Son of God, who loved 1ne and 
gave Himself for me,'' he asked, "Do you believe that Christ 
loved you?'' There was a stillness in that chamber for a few 
minutes, for God the 1-!oly "'Ghost was speaking to that 
woman's heart. She was halting between two opinions. 
Should Christ or Satan have the victory ? Should there be 
rejoicing in heaven over another soul being brought from 
darkness to light? 

"Do you believe that I-le loved you ?'' again asked the 
visitor. "Yes" was her hesitating reply. "Very well then,'' 
he continued, "not only does He love, but the verse says, 
'He gave Himself for me,' /Qr me; so you see it requires 
individual application.'' There was another momentary 
pause, when suddenly the sick won1an exclaimed, her fnce 
aglow with newly found joy: "I've got it I I see it I'' for she 
saw for the first time in her life, thnt nlthough she v·ns lost, 
sinful, nnd passing onward to endless ruin, yet the love of 
Jesus Christ was so grent that lle died for her sins, b"RVt,

Himself for her. Thus was she born ngniu nnd mnde through 
divine grace an heir of God, even nt the eleventh hour. At 
midnight her ransomed spirit wns sot freo. 
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The above is not recorded to encourage you, dear reader, 
to put off the weighty matter of your soul's salvation until 
upon your death-bed; but it is written to magnify the 
triumphant grace of God. 

We would remind you that comparatively speakiog the 
above is an exceptional case, and that sometimes in a _soul's 
history after grace has been wilfully slighted, perhaps for a 
lifetime, God speaks, saying: 11 Let him alone." Then 
the Christ rejectors die as they have lived-unsaved I For, 
,. He that believeth on the Son, bath everlasting life, and he 
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him '' U ohn iii. 36). 



ARE YOU READY? 

.. Be ye also ready" (Matt. xxiv. 44). 

I
T was an exceedingly hot �1id-summer's day when the

L-- Express came steaming into the station of a 
certain l\Iid)ahd city; amongst many others to aljght was a 
tall, erect, well built gentleman, apparently just past middle 
age. He cast a hasty glance along the platform, but his eye 
did not rest upon the one whom he expected to meet, his 
only daughter, whom he bad not seen for many long years; be 
therefore stood waiting, wiping from his forehead the per­
spiration which stood in great beads. 

Scarcely two minutes elapsed before the expected one 
arrived, and once more father and daughter affectionately 
greeted each other, both overcome with emotion and joy at 
such a happy re-union. A few minutes' drive brought them 
to the daughter's residence; during which time they chatted 
cheerfully about past experiences. They entered the home; 
the father continued the conversation, when without a 
moment's warning his voice ceased, his head fell upon bis 
\)reast, there was a peculiar rattle in his throat, and, he was 
dtad, for his spirit bad left his body. He had been called 
into the great eternity but a few minutes after entering that 
home. ln vain did they call the doctor, for his heart had 
ceased beating, his pulse bad ceased throbbing, and his life 
had been called away by the One who gave it. 

How very sudden! how sad I how solemn I were the words 
of sympathizing friends; but it was but another instance of 
the uncertainty of life, which should speak loudly to the 
heart of the reader. As life is so short and death so busy, 
we would ask in aJl affection, as those who !ove your sou] : 
Are you ready for death? for although now you may be en­
joying the best of health, to-morrow your body .may be cold 
and Jifeless. Now you may be contemplating a Jong life, 
and planning great things for the future, this day week your 
body may be lying under the cold sods. of yonder cemetery. 
Now you may be surrounded by loving friends; ere long, if 
you die impenitent, you will be surrounded by the demons 
of hell. Now God offers you a pardon for all your sins, 
which, although procured at the immense cost ,of the death 
of His only begotten Son, is offered you freely; soon you 
may be beyond the reach of His mercy, where no salvation 
or mercy ,viJI ever be offered. 

'' Eternity where? eternity where? 
With Christ in the glory, or lost in despair? 11 
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Still another question: r\re you ready for I-leaven? 
It has often been remarked-11 Heaven is a prepared place 

for a prepared people." It is a place where holiness is 
supreme, where nothing that defileth can possibly enter, and 
yet it is peopled by those of every kindred, tribe, and nation. 
Its occupants are those who have been sought and found by 
the Saviour, born again by the Spirit, and received by God 
-the God of all grace. No unsaved sinners will tread those
streets of gold. No unredeemed child of Adam will pass

11 
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through those gates of pearl. None who left untasted the 
Gospel Supper will taste of the eternal joys which abound 
in those realms of bliss. None who refused to" look and 
liYe" in this life, will behold Christ as the Ught and joy of 
that place which will never be dimmed by cJoud, shadow, or 
darkness. 1one but those who built their hopes for eternity 
upon the perfect work of Christ will sing the songs of victory 
in that city which bath foundations, whose Builder an<l 
l\lnker is God. 
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Yet another important question: Are you ready for 
Christ's coming? for tbe moment of unequalled joy is fast 
appr�aching, when the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the 
trump of God, calling from their graYes all those who died 
in the faith, with all living believers, to meet I I im in the 
clouds. 0, blessed moment I when all the ransomed hosts 
will be caught up in the twinlding of an eye, to be for ever 
with the Lord. vVell may the Christian's heart respond: 
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus,".for He will usher them into 

the many mansions 
which His own love 
has prepared. \Vbat 
fuloess of joy! when 
faith gives p]ace to 
sight. \Vbat satis­
faction! when they 
behold Him whom, 
having not seen, they 
loved. \Vhat holy 
pleasure ! when for 
the first time they 
gaze upon the ador­
able Person of their 
Saviour, the Christ 
of God,-whose face 
was marred more 
than any man's,­
who bore their sins 
in His own body 

.AT TDE n:uT. on the tree. 0, tbe 
unceasing praise which will rise fro1n the hearts of those 
ransomed hosts, as they ascribe to Him all the g]ory, as they 
render thanks to the One, to whom they owe their all! 

But whi]st this is unspeakably blessed to those who are 
ready, how very solemn will it be to those who are not I To 
awake when too ]ale to the solemn fact that the Bridegroom 
bas been, that the door is closed, and that they are left out­
side for ever. To awake from their sleep of indifference to 
reap the awful harvest of neglect. They refused to listen 
to the loving voice of the Saviour; they knew not the day 
of their visitation, consequently when I-Ie came they were 
left behind for judgment. 



SEVEN GREAT REALITIES 

"For we bo.ve not followed cunningly devise<! fables" (2 Pet. i. rG). 

S
IN is a reality, a fact attested by our police courts, our

reformatories, our prisons, our asylums, our graveyards, 
and our own hearts. It abounds eYery\',: here, it triumphs 

A ll' )OJ IN A� l'OLlC C'Ol'nT, 
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and reigns from shore to shore, and from pole to pole, re­
minding those who have eyes to see, and ears to hear, of the 
well-known scripture :-11 By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, 
for that nil have sinned." It is a sorrowful truth that all are 
more or less sunken in its miry clay. Sin has marred God's 
fair creation, but infinitely inore has it marred man, who 
was made in the image of God, in whose nostrils God 
breathed the breath of life, and he became a living soul. 
Time was when God looked with delight upon l-Iis fair 
creation, and pronounced it "very good.'' But what a 
deplorable change sin bas made I for, as He now looks from 
hen\'en, He behold_s quite tl..ie reverse, all having lapsed into 
utter ruin, and His masterpiece, man, sinning against light 
and knowledge, a sinner by ·nature, desire, and practice. 
J ie sees the havoc sin bas made, 1-le observes its blighting 
eOect, as with sadness 1-Ie beholds the waywardness and 
_unprofitableness of His creatures. How exceedingly dark 
is the picture! How awful the drama enacted before the 
great Spectator, who is holy and true; none seeking after 
Him

'-
all careless even though they are sinners under 

condemnation; living for self, and not having the fear of 
God before their eyes. Such is poor, e:rring man. Sin has 
such dominion over him, that although God describes hirn 
as an enemy, a rebel, and ungodly, yet he seeks to continue 
in his sin, and to remain alienated fron1 God, who is merciful 
and gracious, who has devised means that guilty man should 
not be forever banished from Him. Ob, the love I for npart 
from His intervention, man's condition would be forever 
hopeless, and he wonld remain the slave of sin in one or 
more of its subtle forms. But blessed be God-

Grace is a rurlity, for God is the God of grace, man if estiog 
unmerited Jove towards undeserving sinners. Every sin we 
commit is against God, His throne and dignity, yet there is 
deliverance both from its terrible power and its awful 
consequences, for "where sin abounds grace does much 
more: abound.'' 0, wondrous grace! that God love<l us and 
gave His Son to die for our sins. 0, boundless lo,·e I that 
proclaims that transgressors can be redeemed and made to 
rejoice in a full, free, and eternal salvation. The grace of 
God brings salvation so near that the vilest may be saved, 
it flows from the heart of God, it reaches from hea\'e11 to 
you, for "whosoever will,'' may come. \Vill you share the 
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blessings provided by God's grace? Will you particip1te 
in this unasked-for love? For you must experie nee either 
His great grace or His great wrath. Why trifle? Why 
spurn such grace? Why neglect your only hope r or 
eternity? wb�n the glorious news is sounding far and wid� 
that through God's grace you may know by experience that-
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Forgiveness is a reality and be amongst thnt highly­
favoured multitude, whose iniquity is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. God finds infinite delight in blotting out the sins 
of those who seek 1-Iim in 1-Iis appointed way. The 
testimony of Scripture is that-" Through this man [Christ 
f esus] is preached unto you the forgiveness of sics." This 
blessed message, laden with untold joys and blessings, is 
borne upon the wings of time, and lights upon the ear of the
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sin-weary soul as the music of heaven. Sinner, it is a 
message from God to you. Moreover, God is righteous in 
sparing the repentant s.inner, because Jesus Christ, as the 
sinner's Substitute, bore the just penalty due to sin, and as 

11 Payment God uill not twice de-mand, 
First at the dying Surety's baad, 

And then again at thine," 

He can now, frankly and freely, forgive all who, with the 
burden of sin upon their conscience, approach I-Iim, pleading 
the all.sufficient merit of Christ's person and work. There­
fore, be wise, and seek now forgiveness. Time is (lying 
apace. Shortly you will have ended life's voyage, for none 
will deny that-

Deat/r, is a reality, for its presence and power is evident 
everywhere. It is in many cases an unwelcome visitor, 
which claims as its victims those of all classes, and whose 
ages vary from the helpless infant to the aged man with 
bent frame and hoary locks. Many have described it as the 
"I{ing of Terrors," and it is a potent fact that all the unsaved 
are, during their lifetime, subject to its bondage. \i\That is 
our life? It is as a flower of the field,. which is cut down 
and withers, as a vapour that vanishes, as a shadow that 
passes, as a leaf which falls and perishes, which we spend as 
a tale that is told. \Vhilst eternity is forever. Futhermorr,. 
the Scriptures state, " l t is appointed unto men once to die, 
bnt after this the judgment." Hence you see, whatever 
Satan may suggest, and man 1nay foolishly proclaim-

judgme11t is a reality, and in that great day all will Le 
judged in righteousness according to their works· by the 
Judge of all the earth. The following is a description of 
1t :-" I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: 
and the books were opened, and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books acc·ording to 
their works." At that terrible Judgment there is no n1ercy, 
no way of escape, for sin must be dealt with, and punished. 
0, the solemnity of the thought that-

Helt is a reality, or the words of Jesus Christ, "Where 
their worm dieth not, aod the fire is not quenched,'' would 
be meaningless. With bated breath would we speak of th:it 
awful place prepared for the devil and his angels. 0, the 
darkness of that long eternal night I 0, the dense gloom of 
�hose caverns of despair I 0, the remorse that ,viU rend th� 

' 
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hearts of the Christless I with a memory forever reminding 
them of what might have been bad they known the day of 
their visitation, and called upon the Lord while He was near. 
u The wicked shall be turned into helJ,'' and "whosoever was
not written in the Book of Life was cast into the Jake of fire.''
If the first death is thought to be so awful, what a terrible
thing will it be to experience the second, the death which
never dies. Listen to the wail of a lost sou), 11 I am
tormented in this flame.'' Gladly we turn from this
indescribable misery to a scene of infinite delight, for-

fleav,,, is a reality. Endless felicity. Everlasting joy. 



Eternal day. Jesus Christ is soon comiug, to usher the 
whole redeemed family into the Father's house of many 
mansions, taking them from this scene, where grief and joy 
are so mingled, where conflict and trial is daily experienced, 
to dwell for ever in their abiding home. Farewell, then, to 
this Ynin changing world. \Velcome to the joys of heaven. 
\Velcome the pleasures for evermore. vVelcome the un­
ruffled peace. \Velcome the unsullied joy. Welcome the 
untarnished holiness of that place. But, more than all, 
welcome, a thousand welcomes, to the Lord Jesus Chrht, 
their Saviour, their Lord, their Redeemer and their Light, 
the One by who3e grace, blood, and death they were 
redeemed to God. 

\ Vith these realities before you, realities founded upon 
God's unerring \Vord, be wise, heed not the popular 
cunningly devised fables of to-day, which emanate from your 
greatest enemy, who de3ires your eternal ruin. Escape for 
your life; flee to the pierced side of Jesus; you will then lose 
your burden of sin. Turn now to God, and prove· the great 
blessings provided by His grace, then you will know that 
you have the forgiveness of all your sins, and Christ Jesus, 
the all-sufficient Saviour, will rob dealh of its sting. You 
shall not come into judgment, nor know the sorrows and 
remorse of hell, but enter, by Jesus Christ, the pearly gates, 
tread the streets of gold, sing the songs of victory in heaven. 
Once more, in view of these seven great realities, we would 
ask, cc Where will you spend eternity ?'' and implore you to 
listen to the ]oving entreaties of a gracious God : to hearken 
to the gentle pleadings of Jesus Christ, the all-sufficient 
Saviour of the lost, "for this is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners'' (1 Tim. i. 15). 

HE'S PASSED ME BY. 
"Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He 

is near" (Isaiah Iv. 6). 

A 
CHRISTIAN once sat by the bedside of a dying n1an,

whon1 he had been requested to visit, and spoke to him 
both faithfully and earnestly about the welfare of his precious 
soul. But alas I he seemed hardened and unconcerned. He 
tbeo read to him from God's Word the well known narrative 
of the blind n1an, who sat by the wayside begging, and laid 
great stress upon the fact, that be called upon the Lord while 
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He wns near, and that, consec1uenlly, he received the blessing 
for which be so earnestly sought, and further mentioned 
that, had he not then seized the opportunity of calling upon 
Ilim, as Christ Jesus never passed that way again, he 
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doubtless, would never have bad another; that he called, not 
only to the right Person, but also at the right time. But the 
dying man seemej to have no ear for the truth, so his visitor 
left, praying that God would cause him to know his deep need. 

A day or two later he again called upon him, only to find 
him as indifferent to eternal realities as before, and as he 
sought to arouse him to a sense of his lost condition, the 
dying man replied-" Don't speak to me any more about it, 
for it makes me troubled.'' To which the Christian 
responded-'' My friend, it is far better to be troubled now 
than to be troubled throughout eternity''; but as he seemed 
opposed to further conversation, he again left. Shortly 
afterwards, he heard that he had departed this life, his words 
as he passed fron1 time into eternity being-" He's passed 
me by, He's passed me by." 

l\tiay the above serve as a warning to you, dear reader, not 
to trifle with" eternal verities, which are more important than 
all the concerns of this life, for-

.. To lose your wealth is much, 
To lose your health is more, 
To lose yogr soul is such a loss 
That nothing can restore." 

Jesus Christ said-" What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his soul?" God alone knows the 
inestimable value of your soul, and prizes .its redemption so 
much, that He gave His only begotten Son, who stooped 
from the highest glory to taste the bitterness of death upon the 
cross, that sinners might not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Hearken again 'to the cry of the dying man-" He's passed 
me by,'' and beware, lest you miss the passing by of Jesus 
Christ. He may have passed your ,vay many times, so near, 
that even your boon companion may have called upon Him, 
and been delivered from the burden and guilt of his many 
sins. 11any times you may have heard His tender, loving 
voice saying-" Come unto Me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest,'' and although your 
heart has been almost breaking, on account of the burden of 
your sins, yet you have never obeyed the call. Obey it now, 
for He has said-" Him that cometh to l\tle, I will in no wise 
cast out." He will not always call, He ,vill not always be

passing, for the day of His grace will not last for ever. 
Therefore avail yourself now of His mercy, for now may be

your golden opportunity. 



WHAT WILL THE HARVEST BE? 

I
T is unspeakably solemn to think of the present as well

as the eternal reaping of the impure and the debauched; 
but there is a class of whom 1-Ie who spake as never man 
spal<e once said:-" They have their reward." They are 
moral, and may be religious, but they are the most difficult 
class to deal with in the light of eternity; for they are 
sinful, but will not own it. They have the form of godliness, 
but deny the power thereof . They are lost, but do not 
realize it; for self-righteousness is their ruin, for it causes 
them to reject the salvation of God, which is provided for 
sinners only. They trust to themselves, they live without 
Christ, die without Christ, will be raised and judged without 
Christ, and, 0 solemn truth ! will pass into a Christless 
eternity. 

11 \Vbal think ye of Christ? is the test,
To try both your stale and your scheme, 

You cannot be right in the re1t, 
Unless you think rightly or Him; 

As Jesus appears to your view-
As He is beloved or not, 

So God is disposed to you, 
And mercy or wrath is your lot." 

Both profligacy and self-righteousness are fearful sins, 
which will bear an awful harvest, but rejection of the Son 
of God was, and is still, man's crowning sin; for it is a fact, 
deny it who can, that times without number the gracious 
Saviour has knocked at your heart's door. Can it be, 0 
mortal, that the Prince of Life, the Lord of Glory, 
condescends to seek admittance into your crime-hardened 
heart? Yes, hear :His gracious words, "Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock." But lb ere bas been no response, 
and the heavenly Guest has been kept without, although He 
bas so often made known to you Has wondrous love. Not­
withstanding the fact that His entrance would mean peace 
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and love, and thal His presence would dispel all gloom, 
banish all the darkness of sin, and fill your unsatisfied heart 
with rest and peace, you deliberately say no to the Son of 
God. In this as in all matters, as you sow you will reap; 
as you treat the Christ of God now, so will I-le treat you in 
eternity. Look beyond this ]ife. See that multitude, 
despair clearly written upon· each face. They are earnestly 
knocking at the barred gate of the Celestial City. 1-Iear 
their pitiful cry, " Lord, Lord, open unto us." But they 
are not admitted. Hearken to the scathing words, which 
strike terror to their hearts, spoken from within those pearly 
gates, "Depart, I never knew you." They said in their 
lifetime, "Away with I-Iin1; we will not have Christ to reign
in our hearts

,,; no admittance would they give the com­
passionate Saviour when in untold love to their souls He 
sought it on earth; and no adn1ittance will I-le grant them 
into the glories of Heaven when time is no more. In their 
day of visitation, they refused to hear His calls of love. In 
eternity He will not heed their cry of despair. ,, Of •sin 
because they believe not on fvie," said the Sav'iour. In 
co·nclusion we repeat what ,ve have already stated, that 
while profanity, impurity, and drunkenness, are sins for 
which the unsaved must suffer both here and hereafter, the 
climax of man's guilt is the wilful rejection of Christ. 
Jesus Christ, who loved sinners, who came to save sinners, 
who died for sinners, is even now calling sinners to Himself 
to I"eceive that salvation which He on Calvary's Cross died 
to procure Therefore, "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.'' Send your petition to the throne 
of God in the Name of the sinner's Saviour: 

11 Thou whom avenging p,wers obey, 
Cancel my debt (too great to pay), 
Before the sad accounting day." 

\Ve have sought to prove, both fron1 revelation and obser­
vation, that all reap as they sow, both in time and eternity, 
and as we close we would solemnly, earnestly, and lovingly 
ask each reader to review in the light of eternity their lives, 
and ask themselves in God's holy presence, "\ Vhnt will the 
harve!;t be ? 11 

\VHAT have you got to do to perish eternally? Oh, nothing 
at all! Simply tug/rel God's great salvation-swim with the 
multitude-and you will assuredly lose your soul. 



SHADOW AND SUNSHINE. 

"Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at peace'' (Job xxii. 21). 

S 
OiIE years ago a servant of the Lord was one night

returning home somewhat late, after preaching the 
glorious Gospel of a full salvation through a crucified and 
risen Saviour, when his attention was arrested by the gentle 
tapping of a window. Upon looking around, he saw a 
gentleman beckoning to him from the front window of a 
residence on the other side of the road. 

"l'ATIJ'El11 IT 1B 80 DA.lllil 8..) D.&illi I" 

He at once crossed over, but before he could reach the 
door it was noiselessly opened, and be was ushered into a 
large well-furnished ball, and the gentleman, ,�ho was a 
complete stranger to him, without speaking motioned him 
to follow, and led the way up a thickly-carpeted staircase, 
which indicated, as did all the surroundings, that wealth and 
luxury abounded. 

His guide led the way into a luxuriously-furnished bed­
room, where upon a spotlessly-white bed by the frail form 
of a youn� lady who had apparently seen the passing of tw<r 
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and-twenty summers; and the truth flashed through his 
n1ind that he had been called in to speak to this dying young 
lady of a Saviour's love, for he saw at once that she was very 
near the waters of death. 

The gentleman who, it transpired, was her father, turning 
to her asked in tender tones," Is there anything I can do for 
you, darling?" to which she replied in a sinking voice, 
" Father, it is dark, will you draw the blind ? " 

Feeling sure that she would soon be called to meet God, 
the preacher in a few earnest words prayed to God for her 
soul's salvation, and then tenderly spoke to her of the great 
compassion of the Saviour who came and died, the Just for 
the unjust, that the gates of heaven could be thrown wide 
open for sinners; and he lovingly urged her to turn believ­
ingly to the gracious Saviour, and to claim the great salvation 
which God so freely offered. She made no reply, and for a 
few minutes appeared to be quite overcome with weakness. 
Then turning her head, and fixing her large brown eyes 
intently upon her father, she pathetically said, "0, father, 
why did you not tell me this before? " 

For a few moments she lay exhausted; the cold dews of 
death were gathering upon her fair forehead, when with a 
dying effort she raised herself and said, "Father, it is so 
dark ! so dark! so --, " and her pale lips were 1uotionless, 
she fell back upon her pillow, her spirit had left its earthly 
tabernacle and returned to the God who gave it. 

A few weeks have passed since the above solemn passing 
away was witnessed, and again stand with me by the bed­
side of a dear Christian girl; she too is dying, a victim to that 
fell disease-consumption. Observe the fond mother, with 
tear-dimmed eyes, looking upon her child's wasted cheeks, as 
with loving hands she ministers to her child's dying needs. 
The pangs of bereavement rend her heart even before the 
separation comes. The child's lips move, and as the sorrow­
ful mother leans forward to catch her dying words, she says, 
"Don't weep, mother dear, for I am going home," and the 
child fell asleep, and passed peacefully away, carried by the 
angel of death into the cloudless presence of hei: Saviour 
and Lord. 

With subdued feelings we lool_< upon her lifeless form-­
fair and beautiful in death, and our breaking hearts seek 
submissively to bow to our Father's unerring judgment with 
"Not my will but Thine be done,'' and as we n1editate, our 
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thoughts frame themselves into the well-known words:­
.. Sleep on, beloved, sleep, and take thy rest, 

Lean now thy bead upon thy Saviour's breast, 
\Ve loved Thee well, but Jesus loves thee best, 

Good night I good night I good night I" 

Thus passed away two souls, the one with dying regrets 
that she bad not sooner heard of the Saviour's love; opprest 
with gloomy forebodings; the other with the glorious assur­
ance of a joyful home-going. 

0, dear reader, we would in all affection ren1ind you that 
the time may be nearer than you suppose when the angel of 
death may summon you to cross the border line, to enter 
eternity. Therefore we would ask-What will you do in 
the swellings of Jordan? \Vbat, when the waters of death 
surge at your feet? What, when heart and flesh fail? \,Viii 
you be able to triumphantly exclaim, "0, death, where is 
thy sting? 0, grave, where is thy victory?" For eve·n in 
the hour of death the sinner who is saved by God's grace 
can with thankfulness exclain1, "Thanks be unto God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

1HE GREAT TRANSACTION, AND WHERE 
IT TOOK PLACE. 

O
NE of the Lord's servants once visited an old town in

Cumberland, that loveJy district of lakes and moun­
tains; his object was to tell forth tidings of life and peace, 
through a crucified and ascended Saviour. 

At his host's tea-table he met for the first time Ivliss S--, 
who appeared greatly interested in the general conversation 
about the Lord's work. 

\¥hen tea was finished, his host invited him into an 
adjoining store-room to inspect some old books. God's ways 
are not our ways, and be little thought as he glanced through 
the time-worn pages of those musty volumes, surrounded by 
an almost endless variety of relics, oak carvings, antique 
furniture, and china of every description, that there a tran­
saction was to take place which would be ratified in h�1.ven

1

the result� of which would be as lasting as eternity. 
"You are looking through the old books then?" said n 

voice behind, and turning he saw 1Iiss S--. "Yes," he 
answered, and acting on a sudden but heaven-directed 
impulse, he thrust bis band ipto his coat pocket; and taldn� 
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therefrom some gospel papers, be offered them to her with 
the words, "Are you saved?" 

This simple question was an arrow shot at a venture, but 
it accomplished its purpose; for as she took the leaflets, the 
tears glistened in her eyes, and she huskily replied," No." 

The next f}Uestion was," But do you wish to be saved, to 
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know that your sins are forgiven, and tbat you are a child 
of God?" A sigh escaped her lips as she replied, '' I do." 

cc May I ask when? " were the next words he addressed 
to the anxious enquirer. "To-day," she said, quite heartily. 

With a silent prayer to God for guidance, he opened his 
Bible and read to her the following soul-assuring verses:­

.. He that beareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life'' Uobn v 24). 

•• Through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and
by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38, 39). 

"I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My hand'' (John x. 28). 

"And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). 

As he read aloud these and other scriptures, the Holy 
Spirit further wrought upon her heart and conscience, and 
as a thirsty traveller would take a deep draught of cool 
refreshing waler, so she drank in the precious truth, the living 
water. There and then she believed God's statements; she 
appropriated the blessing to herself; she trusted the Saviour, 
and rested upon H_is great atoning work for her soul's salva­
tion. Consequently her heart was filled with joy and peace, 
causing her forthwith to confess Christ, and to tell with 
much assurance what great things the Lord has done for her. 
Thus was fulfilled the scripture, "vVith the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation." 

In a subsequent letter to the one who was used of God to 
point her to the Saviour, she made use of the lines:-

.. But I am His, and He is mine, 
For ever and for ever." 

l\1ay we ask in conclusion, I-lave you had a personal dealing 
with God about your sins? This you must have sooner or 
later. Ob, think seriously of your need as a sinner, and turn 
now believingly to the sinner's Saviour. He saved the one 
mentioned above, and He is willing to save you. He came, 
He died, He arose, and from the glory above He now calls 
you to Himself. Trust Him now, then you too will be en­
abled by God•s grace to say, 

.. 'Tis done, the great transaction's done, 
I am my Lord's and He is mine. 
He drew me, and I followed on, 
Charmed to contess the voice divine,,. 
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THERE is always a striking contrast between the mag•

nificent trees mant]ed with luxuriant foliage, or laden 

"II1ll LE•T IIOACE .ron TUE WOODS '1'0 FELL 'l'l\BS8.' 
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with choice fruit, nnd the dead, leafless, rotten tree one 
sometimes observes. The following narrative proves that 
God causes even these things to perform I-Iis purposes and 
to speak for Him. 

One Lord's Day, a man who had a pious wife, but who 
himself was opposed to Christianity, left home for the woods 
to fell trees. As he glanced around before co1nmencing, be 
noticed one tree, dead and dry, with its leafless branches 
extended into the air, and he said to himseJf, "That tree I 
will cut down, for it is dead and dry and fit only to be 
burned." The moment he arrived at that conclusion, the 
question flashed into his mind: "Am I not a dead tree, fit 
only to burn?" He tried his utmost to banish this un­
pleasant thought, but it was an arrow from the quiver of 
the Almighty. 

He approached the tree and struck a few blows with the 
axe, but still the thought rankled in his heart, "Am I not a 
dead tree, fit only to burn?" And the burning question 
se-emed to ring in bis ears, "Will God ever say of me, Cut 
it down for he cumbereth the ground?" Again, and yet 
again. he endeavoured to banish these harrowing thoughts, 
but they were as barbed arrows piercing his heart, which he 
could not tear out. He plied his axe with increasing vigour, 
but every blow seemed to deepen the conviction of his own 
spiritual deadness and destiny. 

Eventually these thoughts were so unbearable that be 
shouldered his axe, returned home, and went direct to bis 
room. There be fell upon his knees before God, and with a 
penitent and broken heart implored forgiveness through the 
atoning death of Christ. There the Saviour met him, and 
granted that peace which the truly penitent never seeks in 
vain, and from that moment he was a new creature in 
Christ. Thus the man formerly dead in sin heard the life­
giving voice of the Son of God, and lived. 

How unspeakably solemn is the fact that whilst living in 
sin, in self-gratification, or even in self-righteousness, the 
unsaved are dead to God. This truth may have penetrated 
to many a conscience, possibly not in exactly the same way 
as the above, but nevertheless they have been arrested in 
their sin, and striven with by the I·Ioly Spirit. But with 
what result? Alas I many stifle their convictions and die 
the death of the lost. 

Are you, dear reader, nmongst the multitude who tun1 
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from this subject, and drift heedlessly, carelessly, and 
haughtily to a lost eternity? 0, awake I think that even as 
your eye rests upon these lines, you are dead and only fit for 
the fire of judgment. 0, beware I lest you die in that awful 
condition. Acknowledge the truth of the lines, as regards 
n1ortality: 11 A bubble on the waters borne, 

A vapour at the early dawn, 
A grass, a flower, come forth to die, 

Just so am I. Just so am I.'' 

Hear ken to the voice of God speaking to you from heaven 
and asking, "\i\Thy will you die?" You need not, for He 
gave His only Son, who so loved you that He 

"Came to die the death, 
Of cruel agony, 

And stooped to sin's domain, 
To set the captive free." 

Redemption's work is now accomplished, and a11 that remains 
for you is to take your true place before God as a poor dead 
sinner, and to implore pardon for the sad past, grace for the 
present moment, and glory for the eternal future, through 
the one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ 
Jesus. 

HE WON'T DIE. 

T
HE following from the pages of �he ClirisUan may serve

as a warning to those who retuse the counsels and 
set at nought the love of God: 

Tlie Freetlti11ker, of the 23rd ult., remarked: "The Ameri­
can c1ergy would dearly like to get rid of Colonel Ingersoll. 
He won't die, he won't get converted, and he won't stop 
lecturing." 

The daily papers of the same date announced: "Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, the celebrated .. .infidel, died at his 
country house ... at half-past one this afternoon of heart 
disease ... Lunch had just been announced, ... and Colonel 
Ingersoll had risen from his chair ... to go to the dining-room, 
when he suddenly fell back dead." 

Remember, therefore, the declarations of Scripture: "He 
that being often reproved, hardeneth bis neck, shall sud­
denly be destroyed, and thnt without remedy" (Prov. xxix. x). 
"It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment" (l-Ieb. ix. 27). Therefore, "Prepare to meet 
thy God" (Amos iv. 12). 
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11 When He is come He will reprove the world or sin, and of 

righteousness, and of judgment" (John xvi. 8). 

T
HE Spirit of God is now in the world, awakening sinners

to a sense of their danger and need, causing them to 
realise both the sinfulness of their nature, and tbe evil of 
their ways, aQd testifying of the great atonement wrought by 
Jesus Christ as the only ground of the sinner's accepta.nce 
with God, as the only true foundation, of eternal safety and 
blessing, and as the only way of escape from coming wrath. 

The Lord Jesus in His ,vell-known interview with 
Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler, compares the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in regeneration to the wind, which is an invisible 
power. Vv e feel its cold biting blast in winter; it fans our 
cheeks on a hot summer's day; it rustles the dry leaves in 
autumn; and we see indications of its resistless power in 
the hurricanes which pass over the land in spring, uprooting 
sturdy trees, and causing devastation on every hand, but we 
cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth. 

Likewise the Spirit of God cannot be discerned by the 
human eye, but His influence and power are unmistakably 
evident as He operates in the gentle breezes of the still small 
voice of love, and in the hurricanes of power, the thunderings 
of which make the stoutest quail, and awaken the most in­
different to their danger, softening and causing the most 
stubborn hearts to rel�nt. 

In Asiout, Egypt, some months ago, a notoriously wicked 
man attended a gospel service, and as the glorious, gospel 
of a full, free, and perfect salvation was being proclaimed, be 
suddenly, in the hearing of all present, exclaimed-" I am a 
liar, a thief, a wicked man, and Thou, 0 God, hast brought 
me here, and hast saved my soul; I thank Thee for Thy 
grace." 

The results of the operation of the Spirit of God are to 
be observed most strikingly i.n cases similar to th� above, 
when sinners sue for mercy, and are led to trust to the 
merits of Christ's perfect work for salvation. When their 
once sin -hardened gloomy faces are changed and made 
radiant with newly-found joy, the look of unrest passes 
away,, and a look of calm settled peace is depicted thereon, 
which but feebly represents the peace which fi11s their former 
unsatisfied hearts, resulting in a marked change in their 
lives. When the prodigal returns to the Father's house of 
love and plenty, his defilement is washed away, and he, by 
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the same love which has received him, is clothed befitting 
the position he is brought into; he is then abundantly 
satisfied, and well he may be. 

Do we not further see the fruits of the Spirit in almost 
every grade of sinner? The one from whose mouth once 
proceeded blasphemy and curses, such is his consciousness 
of the blessings he has received, uses now his lips in uttering 

"UAV� lJUJ AUl�U TO 'IU� llAC.:glOUllbg .FOH I \Ill.'' 

the blessed words -" A b\Ja Falb er,'' an<l in singing l he 
praises of bis great Deliverer. l\[any a man has been 
literally transformed from a lion into a lamb. l-Iundre<ls 
of drunkards have been delivered from the galling bonds of 
intemperance. Those who have been fascinated by the 
racecourse and gambling bid adieu to them for ever. The 
Christless pleasure-seekers have turned from their idols-
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their broken cisterns which hold no water-to find true and 
Jnsting pleasure in this Jife, and the promise of pleasures for 
evermore; in short, it is manifest to the most sceptical that 
n. change has been wrought, which is nothing Jess than
being brought by divine grace from darkness into light,
from the power of Satan unto God, the Holy Spirit applying
the Word to heart and conscience, making them new
creatures in Christ.

Or, perchance, when hearing of the boundless love of God, 
the love which beheld and pitied fallen sinners, provided a

way of escape from coming judgment, the love which Jed 
Him to freely give His only begotten Son to die, that 
salvation might be yours; you may have thought "0, that 
this salvation were mine I that I bad the assurance that this 
Joviag God was my Father, that I was saved from sin and 
made an heir of glory." These and similar desires have 
many times passed unbidden through the mind, instigated 
by the Holy Spirit. Do not quench them, lest He plead 
with you no more, and such desires for ever vanish; do not 
stifle them, or Jet Him plead with you in vain, lest God 
speak the Word of decisive judgment even before the great 
day, saying-" Let him alone!" Or, possibly you have 
heard sung with awe and reverence the well-known words:-

11 See from His head, His hands, If is feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down, 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet? 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ?" 

And as you listened your feelings have been wrought upon, 
and your hard heart softened as you thought of the sufferings 
of the Lord of life and glory, who although so rich, yet 
became poor, that sinners might be enriched through all 
eternity ; of the well-known fact that He became man and 
dwelt amongst sinners, and yet that He was despised and 
rejected by those whom He came to save and befriend; that 
He was the Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, how 
He agonised in the Garden of Gethsemane, and after being 
scourged, mocked, and subjected to the combined hatred of 
men and demons, was unjustly condemned to death, and so 
died, the Innocent for the guilty, the Obedient for the rebel, 
the I-Ioly for the unholy; and as He huog there upon that 
cross His holy brow wreathed with a crown of thorns, 1-Iis 
life's blood slowly ebbing away from 1-Iis hands, feet, and 
side, you may ha,. e l-Vondered at His love to His murderers 
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as He prayed:-" Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." 

You .were solemnized as you thought of it; but remember 
thaf it was for sinners such as you that He suffered and 
died, and the Holy Spirit recalls it to your memory, that 
you may be saved. 

Or perhaps you may have quailed as you have thought of 
the gloom of death-the terrors of judgn1ent-the horrors of 
hell-and of the anguish of those who will be doomed to the 
outer darkness of an eternal night, to endure the abiding 
·wrath of God. 0, the remorse that will then rend their
hearts! How tormenting the thought of what might have
been I How awful the fire that will never be quenched 1
How sorrowful the weeping and wailing of those who die
unsaved I How terrible when the fierceness of the wrath of
Almighty God is poured out upon those who despised His
warnings, rejected His love, and would have none of His
reproof I If the thought of these realities is so appalling,
what will it be to experience them?

Do not longer resist the love of God, the calls of Jesus, 
the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, or-

.. Despised and rejected at length He may leave thee, 
What anguish and horror thy bosom will rend I •• 

A RECORD OF GRACE. 

A
N esteemed friend records God's dealings in grace with

him as follows: Time was, in my life�s history 
when, like the multitudes all around, I followed the course 
of this world, not thinking of eternity, but seeking in the 
world to find heart satisfaction, not knowing then that 
"none but Christ can satisfy," for my whole time was taken 
up with two things, i.e. business and pleasure. 

\Vhilst in this condition, I recall with gratitude the Lord's 
intervening grace, in bringing before me, both by the 
circumstances through which I then passed, and by the 
earnest words of Christian friends, the all-important matter 
of my soul's welfare. 

I remember on one occasion, when spending the Lord's 
Day, as was then my custom, in pleasure-seeldng, being 
invited by a neighbour to attend a place of worship. I 
accepted bis invitation, and for a time attended every Sunday 
evening, more as a form than as an earnest seeker after 
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truth, thinking that lo be n stepping-stone towards sal­
vation, and although I continued attending for upwards 
of two years, I was not satisfied, for I was painfully aware 
that my heart was not right with God. 

About the time to which I now refer, I recollect an 
anecdote given by the preacher, which, as far as I remember, 
was as follows :-

., One of the Lord's servants was travelling in Scotland, 
and when stopping at a friend's house, took the opportunity 
of speaking to the maid-servant about her soul, asking­
' l-ilary, are you saved ?1 to which she replied 'No, sir,• 
After a few solemn words respecting the salvation of her 
soul, be left, she, promising to repeat as a prayt!r, every 
evenmg, the words-' Lord show me myself.' Some time 
after, being again in that neighbourhood, he again saw Mary, 
and after a little conversation he asked-' Did you repeat 
that prayer?' 'Yes sir,' she answered with a sigh, 'and 
now I see that I am a lost guilty sinner.' 'Well, Mary,' he 
S'aid; 'I will give you another short prayer, which is-Lord, 
show me Thyself.' Calling again some months later, be had 
no need to question Mary as to her spiritual condition, for 
her face was aglow with heavenly joy; by faith she had seen 
not only herself, but Himself, as her Saviour, the One 'who 
is the chiefest among ten thousand.'" 

The above simple narrative deeply impressed itself upon 
my 1nind, and caused me to desire salvation more than 
ever. Then I was again deceived by Satan with. the 
thought that a regular attendance at all the services 
would be the next step for me to take. I therefore com­
menced to attend every service, both week-day and Sunday, 
but itlas ! mine was but outward reformation, and I had 
the burden of sin still upon my consci�nce. I was making 
the common mistake of trying to work out a salvation of my 
own, instead of accepting the salvation of God. 

At.one of the week-night services the clergyman made the 
following announcement; "If any one present is anxious to 
partake of the Sacrament, they may do so next Sunday, for 
as the Lord's Supper is observed, the Saviour will be revealed 
to you.'' As I was anxious to know the Saviour, I felt that 
that was an opportunity which I should not let pass un­
availed; and would be, I imagined, another step toward 
peace. When Sunday came, in spite of many misgivings, I 
remained after the service with the communicants, and with 
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them I partook of the bread and wine; but my hopes were 
blighted, nod I left with a keen sense of disappointment, for 
Christ had not been revealed to me. I was then ignorant of 
the fact that the Lord Jesus had instituted that simple 

"l lU&n&runu l,'OlUlhM l!U Tl) ATt&Nl> C\'lll\l lltll\ ll ,'' 
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1uemorial feast, to be observed in renrnmbrnnce of 1-Iimself; 
and on thnt nccount never once thought how nbsurd it was 
to seek to ren1ember One I did not know. This I have 
since learned, as also thnt :His presence is only assured lo 
those who believe on Him, and not to the unsaved. 

But to proceed, I was anxious to get to God, and I thought 
I had taken three steps towards 1-Iim; the first when I com­
rnenced to attend a place of worship; the second when I 
attended with the utmost regularity every service; the third 
when I partook of the Sacrament; and I felt the fourth step 
was to be engaged in Christian work. But when I had taken 
the fourth step, I was by no means satisfied, for in my inmost 
soul I knew l was but a reformed sinner. 

\Vhilst in this pitiable condition, I was one morning en­
gaged as usual at n1y business, when a policeman stopped 
by the door, and although I had never before spoken to him, 
we entered into a conversation, which resulted in bis saying 
that he was saved, and with much assurance he testified of 
the peace and joy which filled his heart. I-le further stated 
that he was waiting for the Saviour from heaven, and that 
be, with all the children of God, would then be caught up to 
rneet the Lord in the air, and to be for ever with the Lord ; 
he concluded by reminding me of the awfulness of being left 
behind, and sought to point out to n1e as none other had, the 
Saviour of sinners. After this conversation I was continuaJly 
troubled with the thought that the Lord might come, and 
I be left behind. 

Not feeling I had obtained that for which n1y soul craved 
at the church where I attended, and after visiting several 
other places with the same resuJt, I felt one night deeply 
impressed to attend a prayer meeting; I went, and while the 
Christians there were engaged in prayer, I was crying to 
God to reveal to me His salvation, when I heard, as though 
spoken by an audible voice, those precious words-" I am 
the \1/ay,.the Truth, and the Life.'' These words entered my 
heart, causing a thrill of unspeakable joy, the Saviour revealed 
Himself to 111e. 0, the preciousness of His look of c0111-
passion ! for by faith I beheld 1-Iitn banging upon the Cross, 
1-Iis holy hands, feet, and side pierced-" wounded ior my
transgressions." What joy filled n1y soul I What peace
flooded my heart) as that wondrous sight met n1y enraptured
gaze, begetting a deep sense of love to the Saviour who, I

• knew, died for me. I knew then that my sins were forgiven,
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that my conscience was purged, and that joy and peace in 
belie,·ing were mine. I then heard a voice as; audible as 
before, sayin�-11 \ Vhosoever therefore shall confess Me 
before men, him will I confess also before l\Iy Falber which 
is in heaven. But whosoever will deny l\1e before men, him 
will I also deuy before l\1y Father which is in heayc::1. 11 I 
was so overwhelmed by the sense of the Saviour's presence 
that my heart responded-" Lord, I am not ashamed to con-

"TUE l'lRJT won011 WlllCU OllBBT&D rum B.U\8,'' 
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fess Thee,'' and thereupon my soul poured out in broken 
utterances, its thanks and praises, to the One of whom I 
could say-11 My Lord and rny God.'' Tears of joy also ran 
down the faces of the Christians present, as they too partook 
of that joy which is in heaven over a sinner repenting. 

My heart was full of joy, and ,vith light step I hastened 
home to bear the tidings lo my dear wife, for she too was 
seeking deliverance from the burden of sin. \.Vhen I reached 
home she was alone, and the first words which greeted her 
ears were-" E--, the Lord has saved my soul: to God be 
the glory I II Soon after I was enabled through grace to 
declare my faith by baptism, according to the words of the 
Lord Jesus-" He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved,, (1VIark xvi. 16). 

Shortly afterwards, my dear wife trusted for salvation in 
the same precious Saviour; and although fourteen summers 
came and went, ere she was called to the rest that remains 
to the people of God, yet just before she passed away, pointing 
to the text-" Hold Thou me up and I shall be safe," which 
was hanging by the bedside, she said: "A-, that is where 
I rest." Yes, she, throurh grace, could say: "Jesus, Thy 
blood and righteousness my ueauty are, my spotless dress.'' 

Dear reader, it may be that you, too, are anxious about 
the salvation of your soul. If so, let me beseech you to 
refuse to listen to the adversary of your soul, for no human 
reformation, no deeds of your own can bring you one step 
nearer God. T�ke your true place as a ruined, helpless sin­
ner, saying in the language of the hymn-

•• Just as I am, without one plea,
llut that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bid 'st me come to Thee,

0, Lamb of God, I come." 

Take your place as the publican of old, and say: "God be 
merciful to me, the sinner 11

: for it was not the righteous but 
sinners, whom Jesus came to call. Come thus to Christ 
Jesus "whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [or 
mercy-seat] through faith in His blood, to declare His right­
eousness, for the remission of sins that are past, through faith 
in I-Iis blood 11 (Rom. iii. 25). Although over sixteen years 
have elapsed since that memorable night when my soul was 
saved, I can still, and shall throughout eternity, rejoice in 
the one perfect offering of Christ, which satisfied God, and 
made full atonement for my sins. 



THE GREAT DIVIDE. 

I
T is said that during the year of the World's Fair a lady

crossed the Atlantic, and, after seeing the sights of 
Chicago, was journeying out \Vest to see her sons, who bad 
settled in British Columbia. One day, as the train was 
travelling over the Rocky mountains, the conductor came 
to her and said, " Madam, I will show you· something you 
won't see every day." She looked out of the window in a 
certain direction, and there in the region of a lofty pe�k she 
saw two large posts, upon which was fixed a large iron sign 
with three words upon it: "The Great Divide." 

"\Vbat does it mean?" she enquired of the conduccor. 
He answered: "This is the great water-shed of America, 
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and thnt lofty point is the dividing line between the rivers 
which flow eastward and westward. A drop of rain which 
falls from yonder cloud on this side of the divide will flow 
westward into the Pacific, another drop a few feet away 
fron1 the same cloud 1nay drop on the other side of the 
divide and flow eastward into the l\fississippi, thence into 
the gulf of IVIexico, and on into the Atlantic; a distance of 
but a few feet in falling from the cloud, yet resulting in the 
separation of these two drops of water by thousands and 
thousands of miles." 

The above led me to think of another great divide-a 
division which is so far-reaching that, what is divided now, 
,vill remain so for all eternity, and my mind was carried 
back to the Crucifixion at Cal vary. 

Three crosses were upraised between earth and heaven, 
upon which ,vere three men, in the centre the Man Christ 
Jesus, on either side a guilty thief. These both were dying 
the malefactor's death, both were reviling the Son of God, 
both were near the Saviour of sinners, and they doubtless 
both hear<� the prayer which ascended to heaven: "Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." But as the 
hours slowly pass, a remarkable change is wrought in the 
heart of one, so that at last from his lips proceeded the 
longing cry of penitence," Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest intq Thy kingdom." 

Unbelief may raise its hoary head, saying, "If Thou be 
the Son of God, come down from the Cross." Scepticism 
may assert itself, saying, "A fine kingdom it will be, with 
the professed IGng dying." Malice may cause to be uttered 
the words, "Away with Him"; but the dying thief was the 
possessor of that faith which looked forward and beheld 
Christ as reigning in His kingdom. 

He receives the blessed assurance of an entrance into 
paradise, for the lov·ing words of the sinner's Friend were, 
"To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." A trophy of 
redeeming love saved at the eleventh hour, and taken from 
the terrible suffering of the cross to the paradise of God. 

Although they were both very near to the One who could 
forgive sins, yet ,vhile one died a repentant believer in Him, 
"whom to know is life eternal," the other died as he had 
lived-a sinner-a sinner against the Son of God, a11d tlity
will be separaled tlartt11glio11t tlen1ity by tl,e gretrt 1'.mfa-ssab/e gtilf. 

0 There was a division among the people becnusc of 



The Gnnt Divide. I<) t 

Him"; all along the ages which have passed there has been 
this division, and now, as we have just stepped over the 
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The Great Divide. 

threshold of anolher era of time, the same dividing line can 
be discerned, of which Christ Himself is the Author. He 
makes the unmistakable line of demarkation between the 
saved and unsaved, and the possessor and the professor. 

There will also be a division in eternity. The saved will 
be separate from the unsaved. "As the tree falls so will it 
lie." Those who die Christless wi11 remain Christless 
throughout eternity, and be consigned to the midnight 
gloom of a lost world for ever. On the other hand the 
saved, who have had their sins forgiven in this life, will soar 
far beyond the clouds to the celestial city, to participate in 
the glory ol an eternity of happiness, to behold with adora­
tion His face, which was marred more than any man's, and 
with adoring hearts to prostrate themselves at His feet, who 
gave Himself a ransom for them. 

Dear friend, do not neglect the affairs of your soul. You 
may be'' almost saved," and yet lost for ever. You may be 
almost upon the threshold of salvation, and yet never enter. 
You may even desire to spend eternity with Christ, and yet 
at last find yourself shut out for ever. Before you is endless 
glory or eternal woe. Which shall be your portion ? You 
may even now be halting between two opinions; you may 
be standing at the parting of the ways. Soon you n1ay be 
in eternity, but ask yourself the all-important question, 
'' Where shall I spend it?" I would affectionately ask you, 
"\Vill you come now to Jesus who died for such sinners as 
you, or will you continue in sin, receive the wages of sin, 
death, be brought into judgn1ent, and eternally ·condemned?,, 

"Behold His hands, once nailed upon the tree, 
To heavenly mansions beckon even thee.'' 

IF IT HAPPENS. 

IP it happens (as God declared it will) I. That "The wicked 
slu,zll 11ot be tmp,mished" (Prov. xi. 21 ), how will you fare ? 
2. Tltat "Tltem that sleep i,i the d11st of the earth shall awalle,
some to everlasti11g life aud some to shame aud everlasting co11-
tt111pt" (Daniel xii. 2 ), how will you fare? " Hath God
�poken, and shall I-le not n1ake it good? '' (N um. xxiii. I 9).
l:Jt wise, tlzeu, a11d accept the Saviour's iuvitatiou: "Come
unto Me, all ye· that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest'' (Matt. xi. 28), then, whatever happens,
yon will be ready.
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