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The Story of Robert Moffat. 
1~IIE G ... -\.l{DENEIZ l30Y \VI-IO BECAl\lE A lvlISSIONAI~\". 

Early Years in Scotland. · 

ARRO~SHORE is a stragg·li11g villag·e 11ear tl1e 
Firth of Forth. O\"er a ht111dred years ago it was 
little more tl1a11 a l1a111let, co11sisting· cl1iefly of 

low, 1·ed-tiled cottages i11 which 011tdoor workers and· 
far111 labourers lived. 

\\' e will take a peep inside one of these ht1mble 
dwellings, where a happy circle of children sit around 
the fireside. There are seve11 of the1n; fi,re boys 
a11d t,vo girls, all bt1sy knitting, while the mother sits 
ttnder the old-fashioned oil lamp, reading aloud to 
tl1e1n a thrilling story of tl1e devotion and sttffering 
of tl1e 11oravian 1nissionaries in Greenla11d. That 
g·odly motl1e1· l1as a yearning· desire to see 011e at 
least of l1e1· '' boys '' i11 tl1e senrice of the Lord, 



Peeps at Soutli Afr·ica. 

bearing the glad tidi11g·s of salvatio11 to the l1ea tl1en, 
\vl1ich in tl1ese days, alas! received but little atte11tio11 
f1·on1 those who bore the Christian name. 

'' Robbie," a brig·l1t-eyed boy of six, sat eag·erly 
listening to tl1e strange, but true story, and in his 
r:r'art he wished tl1at his life might be spe11t i11 sucl1 
a noble service. But Robbie Moffat had yet to ltar11 
that he needed Christ as a personal Saviour ere he 
could serve Him. It must have bee11 abot1t this ti111e 
that he we11t to the parish school, ,vhere '' Willy 
!t.1itchell, '' tl1e old scl1oolmaster, made him so familiar 
with the cane that he '' plunl<ed," and, whe11 found 
out, althottgh only te11 years old, ran off to sea. 
There, he had several 11arrow escapes fro1n drowni11g, 
and was g·lad to g·et back to tl1e hun1ble l1ome at 
Carronsl1ore. At tl1e age of eleven l1e went \vith his 
brother to school, i11 Falki1·k, where he ,,ras 1nore 
anxious to lear11, a11d picl<ed up a little geog1·apl1y and 
astrono1ny. At fourtee11 Robert was apprenticed to a 
gardener at Polmo11t, named J oh11 Robertson, in 
whose en1ploy1ne11t l1e tasted the first expe1-ie11ces of 
a hard life. The appre11tice lads had to 1-ise at four 
o'clock in tl1e cold wi11ter morni11gs and go 011t to 
dig. So inte11se ,vas the cold sometimes fl1at they 
had to knock their knttckles ag·ainst tl1e handles of 
their spades to inspire some feeling in to then1. Yet 
in these days Robert managed to attend an e, .. e11ing· 
class, where he learned Latin and menst1ration, and 
on other evening·s he picked up some useful k110,,·­
lcrlge i11 the country smithy, and also acqt1ired tl1~ 
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.art of playing the violi11, whicl1 in afte1· years ,,-as a 
-cl1eer to himself, a11d an attractio11 to tl1e 11atives, 
.an1id the deserts a11d kraals of South Africa. 
Altl1011g-h he was yet a strang-er to grace a11d to sal-~ 
vation, tl1ese early years ,vere watcl1ed over by a God 
"\vl10 loved him, a11d was preparing him even then, 
.altl1oug·l1 l1e knew it 11ot, for the patl1 a11d tl1e service 
to ,vl1icl1 in after years l1e was called. Afte1· his 
.a.ppre11ticeship was finished, Robert moved across the 
Forth into Fife, wl1ere l1e served tl1e Earl of Moray 
;at Do11ibristle, near Aberdour. Here he had a 
11arrow escape from drowning in seeking to rescue a 
•co1npa11ion wl10 l1ad go11e beyo11d his deptl1 while 
bathing. By these, and other means, God was begi11-
11ing to tttrn the garde11er lad's thot1g·I1ts to the world 
beyond, and to sho,v l1im his 11eed of a Savio111·. 



Leaving Home. 

N a fi11e Spri11g· mon1i11g· a tall, dark-l1aired yot1th 
of eig·l1tee11, car1-ying· a bu11dle, walked by tl1e 
side of a middle-ag·ed \Voman-whose striking· 

resemblance to the youth bj" l1er side, clearly marked 
her as his 111otl1er-along the ba11ks of the windi11g· 
River Forth. 

This was Robert Moffat, now a journey1na11 gar­
de11er, on his way to a situatio11 at High Leigh, in 
Chesl1ire. It is al\vays a sore pang· to a fo11d 
motl1er's heart to part witl1 her sons, especially if 
they are g·oi11g· out into tl1e cold ,vorld without Cl1rist, 
exposed to all the dangers a11d allurements of ea1-tl1, 
with no perso11al faith i11 a Di, .. ine arm to protect, 
or hand to g·uide then1 safely throt1gh. It was the 
,thought of tl1is that pressed hard 011 the g·odly 
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1notl1er's heart as she ,valked by Robert's 
mon1ing, loatl1 to part with him. Bt1t the 
the road had been reached where they 
'' Good-bye," it might be 11ever to meet 
earth. 

side that 
corner of 
must say 

• aga111 011 

'' Let us stand here fo1· a few moments," said Mrs. 
Moffat, '' for I have one special favour to ask of 
yot1, Robert, before we part. I k11ow yott vvill not 
reft1se to do what yottr mother asks." 

'' Wl1at is that, mother? '' Robert te11derly inq11ired. 
'' Promise 1ne that you will do what I am going 

to asl( you, n1y son, a11d I will tell yot1." 
'' Bt1t I can11ot do that, mother, t1ntil yott tell me 

wl1at your reqttest is." 
'' Ah, laddie, how could your mother, who loves 

yot1, ever asl< you to do a11ytl1ing bt1t what is for 
your l1ig·hest good," said she, as the tea1·s ran down 
her cl1eel<:s. 

And Robert stood silently looking· to the grou11d, 
strivi11g hard to suppress the rising emotion in his 
breast. Tl1e sight of her tears fairly conquered l1i1n, 
and ,vl1e11 able to speak he said, '' Yes, motl1er, ask 
wl1at yott will and I ,vill do it." 

'' I only ask yott to read a cl1apter i11 the Word 
of God every 111orning· and every evening·." 

'' Y Ott l<:11ow that I read my Bible, mother,'' i11ter .. 
rt1pted Robert. 

'' I know you do, n1y boy, but yott do not read it 
regularly. Now that I have your promise I \\1 ill go 
home with a light l1eart, for I know yott will keep 
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your pro1nise a11d read it daily. And, oh, Robert, 
my boy, read 1nucl1 in the N e\v Testan1e11t. Read 
much i11 tl1e Kew Testa1ne11t. Read the Gospels, 
the blessed Gospels, the11 yot1 ca11not well go astray, 
and the Lord Hin1self will teach you. I l1ave given 
y_ot1 over i11to tl1e l1a11ds of Cl1rist, a11d I am sure you 
will be fou11d at the rig·l1t hand of tl1e Lamb." 

Tl1e11 the fond 1notl1er an<i he1· so11 parted; he to 
beg·in life amo11g st1·ange1·s, and she, ere long, to 
reach her happy home above, whe1·e partings and 
tears are all 110 more. 

Bt1t that last promise was never forg·otte11, for many, 
many years afte1·, ,vhen the ag·ed missio11ary returned from 
sce11es of da11ger a11d marvellous preservation among· the 
heathe11, a11d was telli11g of the Lord's goodness to l1im, 
he was able to say, '' I 11ever forgot my p1·01nise to my 
mother." Even althoug·h still unconverted, and ofte11 
ming·ling· with the gay and godless throng in their amuse­
me11 ts, he continued to 1·ead the Word of God morning 
and night, as his mother had desired l1im. Would to God 
all our boys and girls, and young men and maide11s would 
do the sa1ne. The Word of God read a11d treasured i11 
the memory; the '' old, old story of J est1s '' and His love 
learned in tl1e golden years of youtl1 has been l<now11 to 
yield its fruit in conversio11 in most u11likely places, and 
in 1nost u11looked-for hours. Tl1erefore let the habit of 
reading it daily be encouraged, for there is no more likely 
,vay of becoming acquainted with its Author, and tht1s 
becoming a possessor of life eternal. '' A11d this is life 
eternal, to know Tl1ee, the only true God, and J est1s Christ 
wl1on1 Thou hast se11t '' (Joh11 xvii. 3) . 

• 
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011 tl1e 18th November, 1813, Robert ,vent on board a 
sl1ip at Gree11ock, bound for Liverpool. A storm con1-
pelled the sailors to seek shelter i11 Rothesay Bay, where 
a 111a11 belo11gi11g· to a warsl1ip ,vas drowned the same night 
wl1ile attempti11g· to 1·eacl1 the sl1ore. A press gang 
boarded Robert's ship, and finally carried off a young man 
to se1•,Te in the dead man's place. The ship reached 
Liverpool a \\.,eek late1·, and tl1e following evening tl1e 
young ga1·dener was settled in a tiny lodge in a corner of 
the bea11tif11l gardens of Mr. Leigh, his new employer. 
Here l1e soon found friends. His mistress was kind to 
the you11g strang·er, and lent him books to read, and the 
head-gardene1·, finding him trustworthy, left a good deal 
in his ha11ds. 

A11cl as was soon to be manifested, God was working· 
deep co11,.,ictio11 of si11 in the young gardener's heart, and 
showi11g· l1i111 l1is state before Him, and his need of a 
Savio111·. 



, 

A Great Event. 

ARRINGTON is about six miles by road from 
Higl1 Leigl1, a11d as Robert Moffat ,,,all<ed 
alo11g tl1e l1ig·l1 1·oad 011e day on a11 erra11d he 

11oticed a bill pasted on a brick wall. C11riosity ca11sed 
him to stand a11d read it. It was an an11ou11ce111e11t of a 
missionary meeting to be l1eld in the town, at wl1icl1 a 
Mr. William Roby, of 11anchester, was to preside. It 
was impossible to attend tl1at meeti11g, for the date ,vas 
past, bt1t tl1e very mentio11 of 1nissio11 wo1-k a,voke i11 
Robert's mind tl1e stories of tl1e Moravians in Greenland 
a11d Labrado1-, wl1icl1 l1is mother 11sed to read to tl1em 
aro1111d tl1e fireside at Carronshore. As he wall(ed along 
the road on l1is l1omevvard journey, the old desire, 
a wal<ened in l1is l1eart as a boy to becon1e a missio11ary, 
1·et11rned witl1 g·reater force than ever, but 110,,r it ,vas 
co11pled with tl1e stern conviction tl1at there was so111etl1i11g­
else that must first take place, ere he could go a11d tell 
others of tl1e Saviour. This was his o,vn conversion, l1is 
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0\v11 perso11al acquaintance with Christ, apart fro111 wl1icl1 
no service co11ld be acceptable to God, or a blessi11g to 
1ne11. 

There ,vere a few ear11est Christians in High Leigh, 
l<11ow11 as '' Methodists '' at this time, who were mttch 
despised and evil spoke11 of. Robert became acquainted 
,~litl1 so1ne of them, atte11ded their meetings, and was 
f11rther convi11ced of his need of a Saviottr. But l1e does 
11ot seem to have been really converted, or at least to have 
had the full knowledge and joy of salvation, until on a 
visit to Mancl1ester to attend son1e meetings there, ,vhere 
he became so deeply convinced of si11 while co11,Tersing 
witl1 a you11g· man named Clarke, tl1at he decided to call 
at tl1e house of Mr. Roby-whose nan1e he had seen on 
tl1e placard- to ask g11idance and help. S11mmoning 
<:ou1·age, l1e k11ocked at the door, was kindly received by 
Mr. Roby, a11d was g·reatly helped to a clearer kno,vledge 
of God's ,vay of salvation. 

I11 answe1· to the question, '' A1·e yo11 1·eally tr11sting in 
Cl11·ist, Robert?'' the yo11ng gardener said, • • I am a guilty, 
11ell-deserving sinner, yet God loves me, a11d laid 1ny sins 
1.1po11 Jesus Cl1rist, who died in my place.'' 

Tl1is vvas the first £1111 confessio11 of his faitl1, and it was 
possibly at tl1is time tl1at he was born again. At any rate, 
from that day onward he took his stand clear on the 
Lord's side, and feared not to confess J es11s Christ as his 
Saviour before men. 

Tl1e11 the desire to g·o ,vith tl1e Gospel to the heathen 
ca1ne back ,vith increased power, from new moti,1es now, 
for the love of Christ constrained hitn, and on mentioning 
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his desire to the man who l1ad led him to the Saviour, he 
encouraged him to ,vait upon the Lord, and seek to kno,v 
His will. He also s11ggested to Robert tl1at if a sit11atio11 
co11ld be got neare1· to his l1ome l1e would seek to help 
him in preparation for s11ch a patl1. It was only a few 
weel<s later that Robert removed from Hig·h Leig·h to 
Duki11field, whe1-e l1e was employed in the nursery of a Mr. 
Smith, who was a pious man, a11d who, witl1 his wife, 
was greatly interested in the missionary cause. This 
godly couple became true friends to Robert, a11d wl1ile 
here he formed an acquai11tance with their beautiful and 
devo~ed daughter, named Mary- a yo11ng woma11 of 
fervent piety and genuine enthusiasm in the missionary 
cause- ,vho after,vards beca1ne l1is vvife, and shared l1is 
many years of privations, toils, and da11g·ers amo11g tl1e 
kraals and dark-sl<inned dwellers of South Africa. 



Off to Africa. 

~ tl1e last day of September, 1816, ni11e young 
111issionaries were comme11ded to the Lord, and 
sailed from Londo11 a few days later, four for the 

Soutl1 Seas and five for Sot1th Africa. Among the former 
was J oh11 Williams, the martyr of Erromanga, the first to 
suffer death for the Gospel's sake; and among the latter, 
the Scotch gardene1· lad, Robert Moffat. His party 
reached Cape Tow11 early the followi11g year, and Moffat, 
with a con1panion named Kitching·ma11, proceeded to 
Namaq11aland. While waiting for the Government's 
permissio11 to enter, they lived with a Boer farmer, and 
acquired the Dutch lang·uage, preaching as they had 
opport11nity. An incident may here be related which 
sl1ows the treatment that the Boers were in the habit of 
giving· to the natives, whom they regarded as their 



sla,·es. Bei11g· asked by tl1e farmer to cond11ct a 
'' sen,.ice '' i11 tl1e l1011se, l\1Ioffat said, '' Call in the 
serva11 ts. '' 

~'Do )70tl 111ea11 tl1e Hotte11tots ?'' 1·eplied tl1e Boer ,,;-ith 
a sneer. '' vVl1y, \Ve n1a y as well call in tl1e do g·s. ~' 

Moffat 111a(le 110 a11s,ver, lJt1t, after prayer, ope11ed tl1e 
Bible a11d 1·ead tl1e story of tl1e Syro-Pl1ce11icia11 ,voma11, 

taki11g· as l1is text her ,vo1-ds to tl1e Saviot1r, '' Tr11th, 
Lord: yet tl1e dog·s eat of tl1e cr11mbs wl1icl1 fall from 
their 1nasters' table '' (Matt. xv. 27). Before l1e had 
proceeded fa1· \\1ith l1is address, tl1e fa1·mer gave orders to 
bri11g i11 tl1e Hotte11tots to l1ear tl1e \1/ ord, a11d adn1itted 
that tl1e reproof l1ad gone l1ome, and that he ,,ro11ld 11ot 
again object to tl1e blacks l1eari11g tl1e Gospel. 
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1-Iere ~1offat left l1is co1111)a11ion, a11d) starti11•~ ,,: itl1 an 
ox-,,·ag·go11, a g·t1ide a11d dri,·ers, beg·a11 tl1e lo11g· jot1rne)1 

ac1·oss tl1e desert, ,,rl1ere l1ardsl1ips fro111 lacl( of ,vater a11d 
food ,vere e11dt1red. He l1ad to s,vi111 tl1e Ora11g·e Ri,,.er, 
wl1icl1 in tl1ese days ,vas 011ly crossed by a raft, a feat , 
wl1icl1 greatly asto11ished tl1e 11atives "",110 accon1pa11ied 
hi111. 

011 the 26tl1 of Ja11t1ar)·, 1818, l\Ioffat arri,,ed at 
Africa11er' s KraalJ ,v l1icl1 ,vas after,\·ar<ls called \ ... reede 
Berg·, a11d tl1e11 Jert1sale111. Al)ot1t one l1L111dred 111iles ,,·est 
of l1e1·e, at Warn1 Batl1s, Abral1am All)recl1t l1ad served 
the Lord a11d died, and tl1e ,vork was carried 011 by Mr, 
Eb11e1-, who gave the yot111g· 1nissio11ary a war111 ,velcome,. 
bt1t left soo11 after for c;er111a11y, lea, .. i11g· l\1offat alone 
an1id the l1eatl1e11. Wl1at l1appe11ed l1ere I 111t1st 11ext. 
briefly tell ) .. Ott. 
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In African er' s Kraal. 

FRICANER ,,ras a Hotte11tot outla,v, a robber 
chieftain, wl1ose name was a ter1·01· throt1g4 h tl1e 
whole of South Africa. He, witl1 11is brothe1· 

Titus, l1ad attacl<:ed a11d killed a Dutch farn1er a11d his 
family, wag4 ed co11tinuot1s ,var with the 11atives, and fled 
.across the Orang4 e Rivet·. He pl11ndered and b11rnt huts 
.and mission l1ouses wl1erever he found then1, a11d was 
regarded by the fa1·n1ers and 11atives as a bloodthirsty 
monster. Yet st1ch is tl1e po,ve1· of tl1e Gospel of God, 
that this man of blood ,vas co11verte<l, a11d became a 
l1umble follo,ver of tl1e Prince of Peace. It l1appened in 
this way. One of the missionaries wrote a conciliato1·y 
letter to Africaner, asking liberty to settle 11ear l1is Kraal, 
to whicl1, much to tl1eir amazeme11t, he se11t a fa,~ourable 
reply, and very soon after, Africaner, and l1is brothers 
David and Jacobus, became constant listeners to tl1e Word. 
Gradually the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ sho11e 

• 
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i11to the dark mind of the chieftain and very deep ,vas l1is 
co11,rictio11 of sin. As l1e tho11ght of his past life, he 
,vould often weep, a11d ,vo11der at the mercy of God toward 
such a si11ner as he had been. Some time before Moffat 
arrived at Wa1m Baths, Africaner and his brother had 
openly confessed their faith in Christ and been baptized, 
the chief taking the name of Christian Africaner. He 
welcomed Moffat, gave instructions to the women to build 
him a httt, which they did in half an hottr, into ,vhich he 
drag·ged his wea1yr frame and lay down to rest. But he 
could not sleep : his thoug·hts were across tl1e seas with 
those he l1ad left and might never see again. Around 
him 011 every side were the heathen, and he was there 
alo11e. Yet in musing on tl1e goodness of God, His faith­
fulness and love, he could not help singing aloud-

~' I-Iere I raise my Ebenezer. 
I lither by Thy help I've con1e." 

Moffat began at once to have morning· and evening 
services, with school for three or four hours dttring the 
day. Africaner was a constant attender, and soon learned 
to read the Ne,v Testame11t. 'fhis ,vas a great joy to 
l1im, and Moffat often saw the chief withdraw from his 
hut to the shadow of a great rock, where he ,vottld sit for 
hours alone reading the Word of God. Need we wo11,ler 
that he grew in grace, for he was desiring the milk of the 
Word, by which the new life is fed. Many a long evening 
he would sit on a stone by Moffat's side, asking questions 
and conversing about the things of God, until 11nable to 
take in more he would rise, rub his hands on his head, and 

• 
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say, ''I ha,,.e l1eard e11011gh. I feel as if my head ,vould 
s,vell ,vith these great s11bjects." If e,,.er l1is past life 
,vas ref erred to, l1e burst i11 to tears, a11d ,v he11e,,.er l1e 
co11ld he ,ve11t seeki11g· to l1eal quarrels amo11g l1is people. 

Speaking ,vitl1 tl1e cl1ief one day, l\Ioffat proposed tl1at 
he sl1011ld acco1npany l1in1 on a ,Tisit to Cape Tovvn. 

Looking· up ,vitl1 asto11ishn1ent, Africaner said, '' I l1ad 
tl1ougl1t yo11 loved me, a11d yet you advise me to g·o wl1ere 
tl1e Gover111nent will l1ang· me up as a spectacle to j11stice? 
Do you k11ow tl1at I am a11 011tlaw, a11d that one tl1011sa11d 
rix-dollars have bee11 offered for my head?'' After 
de]iberati11g 011 the proposal, he consented to accompa11y 
Moffat, saying, i11 the words of the Psalm, '' I shall roll 
my way (as tl1e D11tcl1 Bible l1as it) upon tl1e Lord, I kno,v 
He will 11ot leave me." Dressed i11 a11 old jacket a11d a 
pair of leatl1er tro11sers of Moffat's, Africa11e1· sta1·ted fo1· 
the Cape. Tl1e jo11r11ey thro11gl1 the cou11try wl1ere he l1ad 
committed so many crimes was not ,vitl1011t its da11g·ers 
from the Boers, ,vho threatened to be av,.e11g·ed on l1in1. 
Africaner passed as 011e of Moffat's senrants, and no11e 
,vho saw l1in1 suspected that tl1e gentle Hotte11tot \vas tl1e 
fire-brand of a fe,\t years ago. At Pella some met him 
\V ho had 11ot see11 his face since tl1ey joined i11 deadly 
conflict; 110w tl1ey, as ,vell as he, were followers of tl1e 
Prince of Peace. At 011e farm at ,vhich tl1ey passed tl1e 
Dutch fanner, at \\rhose l1ouse lvloffat had spe11t a nig·l1t 
011 his way to N amaq11ala11d, ,vhen he heard it was Moffat, 
stepped back i11 amazement, saying·, '' It m11st be Moffat's 
ghost, for Africa11er killed l1im." '' I'm not dead yet, 11or 
a g·host either, feel my l1a11ds," said Moffat. Tl1e 
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asto11isl1ed Dutcl1n1a11, ,,,ho ,vas a l)eliever i11 Cl1rist, held 
t1p l1is l1ands i11 amazeme11t, a11d said, '' Thank God, you 
ha,l'e escaped Africa11e1· ." '' Bttt Africa11er is a Cl1ristian, 
now," said T\1offat. 

More asto11ished tl1a11 ever, tl1e f ar1ner re1)lied, '' I can 
belie,,e almost anytl1i11g- yot1 say, bttt that seems 
impossible. He killed n1y t111cle. If /1 e l1as become a 
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A}'RICA~ER. 

Cl1ristia11, I l1a, .. e only one desire, tl1at is to see him ere I 
die." 

Poi11ti11g to tl1e spot wl1ere l1is '' serva11t '' sat, Moffat 
said., '' That is Af rica11er." 

Tl1e farmer started back in great surprise. The cl1ief 
rose and bo,ved. Lifti11g his eyes l1eave11,vard, the farmer 
clasped his l1ands, a11d exclaimed, '' Almigl1ty God, what 



Peeps at Soutli Africa. 

a miracle of Tl1y power! Wl1at can11ot Thy grace accom­
plish?'' At Cape To,\rn tl1e Governor recei,red Africaner 
kindly, heard the sto1·y of his conversion a11d loyalty, and 
presented hi111 ,vitl1 a11 ox-waggo11, ,ral11ed at eigl1ty 
pounds. 

After visiti11g· ,,a1·io11s missio11 stations, Moffat arra11ged 

BCSH K.AFFII{S. 

to move to Lattakoo- a111ong the Becl111anas- to \\yl1icl1 
place Af ricane1· g·e11erously removed l1is books a11d per­
sonal effects. His inte11tion was to remove his tribe there, 
so that they migl1t receive the teacl1ing of Mr. Moffat, but 
before this could be done, Af rica11er was called to l1is 
heavenly home. As his end drew near, he said, '' My 
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f 01·1ner life is stai11ed ,vi th blood, bttt Cl1rist l1as pardoned 
111e, and I am going to l1eave11." A11d thtts Africaner, a 
trophy of God's wondro11s sa,Ti11g g·race, tra11sformed from 
a bloodthirsty 011tlaw to a tr11e Cl1ristia11, passed on to joii1 
tl1e ra11somed throng·, whose title to tl1e presence of Gl)d 

tl1ey j oyfttlly own to be '' Tl1e Blood of the Lamb." 
Happy, thrice happy, are all wl10 can t1·t1thf11lly, honestly 

• sing-
The Uros<; 01 Cl1rist is all 111y boast, 

I-Iis blood 111y only })lea ; 
1\1 y l)aSS\vor<l to the rca • n1s of bliss 

I s, '' Jesus die<l for n1e.~' 



In Perils Among the Heathen. 

N the 27tl1 of Dece1nber, 1819, Robert Moffat and 
Mary Smith v\"ere married i11 Cape Tow11, and 
proceeded from tl1ere to their new l1ome i11 

Lattakoo. For over fifty years (in storm and sunshine) 
they were trttly 011e in heart a11d mind, and tog·ether served 
the Lord who l1ad saved tl1em and called tl1em to be His 
,vitnesses in Africa. What a blessing it is for a ser\rant of 
Christ to g·et a true l1elpmeet, and what a l1indra11ce to be 
yoked for life to 011e who l1as little heart for the 11 aster's 

• service. 
Several attempts l1ad bee11 made to reach the Bechua11as 

with the Gospel, but little progress had been made before 
Moffat and his ,vife ,vent the1·e. Mottubi, the chief, only 
favoured the missio11aries so far as they taught the people 
to handle tools or cttltivate tl1e land, but he had no desire 
for the Gospel. Tl1e tribe ,vas know11 as the Batlapis, 
a11d was very degraded- robbe1-y, plu11de1-, and 11111rder 



bei11g· e, .. ery day occurre11ces an1011g· tl1e people. Their 
lives ,vere in daily peril. A 1011g dro11g·ht was blamed 
t1pon them, and the rainmakers ad,rised tl1e chief to send 
them 011t of tl1e co1111try. O11e clay, vvl1ile Mrs. Moffat 
,vas sta11ding at tl1e door ,vitl1 l1er bal)y g·irl in her arms, 
the chief appeared vvitl1 a 1011g spear i11 l1is ha11d, accom­
panied by a number of ,va1·riors, and 01·dered them to leave 
the country at once. Moffat calmly 1·eplied, '' We have 
suffered m11cl1 from yo11, b11t ,ve a1·e resolved to stay, as 
He wl1ose servants ,ve are l1as dii·ected 11s. If you are 
resolved to get rid of 11s yo11 m11st shed 011r blood or bur11 us 
out, for 011r hearts are witl1 yo11." Tl1e11 tl1rowi11g open his 
,vaistcoat, Moffat stood erect and fearless, and said, '' If 
you will thrt1st yo111· spear to my l1eart, then n1y com­
panions will know that the l1011r l1as come for them to 
depart." The chief was asto11ished, and with a sig·nificant 
sl1ake of the head said to l1is follo,vers, '' Tl1ese men 
1nust ha,,e ten lives whe11 tl1ey are so fearless of death," 
and walked away. 

Abo11t two hundred miles fartl1er 11ortl1-east Moffat 
heard of a Bechuana tribe named tl1e Ba11g·,vaketsi, ,vhose 
chief was 11amed Makaba, to ,vl1om l1e desi1·ed to pay a 
,risit. Starting vvitl1 a fe,v n1en, he tra , .. elled across a dry, 
trackless co1111try, wl1ere l1e lean1ed tl1at a cannibal tribe, 
called tl1e Mantatees, l1ad attacked the Baralongs, and 
,vere marcl1i11g 011 Lattakoo. Tl1ey l1astily retraced their 
steps a11d informed tl1e cl1ief. rfl1e warriors of the tribe 
,vere assen1bled, and, accompanied by abo11t a hu11dred 
armed Griq11as, they started off to meet the Mantatees, 
,vho we1·e 110w 011ly some thirty-six n1iles off. Moffat 
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accon1pa11ied tl1em, hopi11g to preve11t bloodsl1ed, if 
possible. Bt1t all l1is efforts failed to effect a peaceful 
meeti11g. The 1\1a11tatees rusl1ed at the Becht1a11as with 

)!OFF.A. T A~D THE .\X<.; Lt\" VHLEF. 

a 110,,·l lil<e a ,vild beast, thro,ving· tl1eir wa1· clubs a11d 

ja,·eli11s, a11d fo1· l1ot1rs a desperate strt1g·g·le tool~ place, 



Tlie Story of Robe1"t Moffat. 

dt1ri11g· ,vhich many were killed on both sides. Moffat 
nearly lost his life by a wottnded man throwing his 
,veapon at him as he passed. The Mantatees were 
defeated, and had to retreat, leaving· many of their women 
and childre11, who were taken to the mission station and 
cared fo1·. Some time after this, the chief gave permission 
to re1no,·e to a more healtl1y spot about three miles below 
the fountai11, ,vl1ere the Kttrttman River has its source, and 
there they built a new station, which was named Kuruman. 
What tl1e Lord did there I must now briefly tell you. 



Revival Days at Kuruman. 

FTER te11 lo11g· years of labo11r, the g·ood seed of 
tl1e Word beg·a11 to g·ro,v at K11r11n1a11. 1'he 
Bechttanas, \\,"110 l1ad l)ee11 so i11differe11t, beg·a11 to 

liste11 to the preacl1i11g· of tl1e Gospel ,,.ery ear11estly, a11d 
g·reat cro,vds can1e to tl1e 111eeti11g-place. :M1·. 11offat 
t1·anslated three Gospel l1y11111s i11to the Secht1a11a la11g·t1age, 
w11icl1 g·ave g·reat joy to tl1e 11ati, .. es. J\Ia11y of tl1e111 could 
by tl1is time read, so t11at tl1ey ,,rere able to si11g· tl1e ,vords 
of Gospel trt1th ,vl1icl1 t11ese l1y11111s co11tained. The Spirit 
of God bega11 to ttse tl1e \i\T ord a11d many v\·ere a,, .. ake11ed. 
Tears streamed do,v11 tl1e 11ati, .. es' cheeks as tl1ey l1eard 
tl1e story of tl1e cross: yot1110- 111en, ,,Pho l1ad bee11 ,,·arriors 
and robbers, ,vere n1elted a11d sobl)ed while the \\"'ord ,vas 
spoken. 

Mrs. 
women 
saved . 

l\1offat ,vas ofte11 e11gaged pointi11g a11xiot1s 
to the Saviottr, a11d l1ad tl1e joy of seei11g 1na11y 
From tl1eir l1t1ts t11e so1111ds of prayer and praise 
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ca111e fortl1. A ,vo11derft1l cha11ge was soon 1na11ifest i11 
tl1e , 1illage. Many, i11stead of rt1bbing tl1eir ski11s ,vith 
grease and red ochre, ,vere wasl1ed and clothed, and the 
,vomen came daily to Mrs. Moffat to l1ave her help in 
mal{ing ga11nents for tl1emselves a11d tl1eir husbands. Mr. 
11offat ,vas busy tra11slati11g tl1e Gospel into the Sechuana 
langt1age, so that those \vho l1ad been sa,Ted might read in 
their own tong11e tl1e precious \Vord of God, by ,vhich the 
ne,v life must be s11stai11ed. 

l\1r. 11offat ,vent to Cape To,vn to arrange abot1t the 
printi11g of it, b11t l)ei11g· 11nable to get it done there, a 
pri11ting press was se11t 011t from E11gland, and he set to 
,vorl{ on it hi1nself. 1"'11e11 l1e tra11slated the whole Bible 
into the Sechi1ana to11g11e, and in 1857 it was printed . 
What a boon the Word of God ,vas, and will be to the 
tribes of South Africa. Eter11ity alone will tell ,,,.hat God 
l1as ,vro11gl1t therel)y. 



Among the Matabele. 

NE morning two messe11gers arrived at Kuruman, 
from the great king l\1oselel<:atse. They were 
mucl1 astonished to see tl1e g·reat cl1ange i11 tl1e 

Becl1uanas, and asked wl1at it all mea11t. This gave 
Moffat a good opport11nity of setting tl1e Gospel before 
them. They would have hin1 to accompa11y then1 part of 
the way bacl< to tl1eir co11n t1·y, to save tl1em from a ttacl<s 
which they feared from Becl111ana tribes 011 the ,vay. 
After he had co11ducted them safely to the borders of their 
own co11ntry l1e ,vanted to ret11rn l1ome, b11t tl1ey insisted 
he should acco1npa11y tl1e111 to Moselekatse's capital, whicl1 
he did. A great welcon1e ,vas given him at tl1e Klzotla or 
fold at which tl1e ki11g received his guests amid a g·reat 
company of naked warriors, who broke 011t i11 a loud ,var­
song as they entered. '"fhen tl1e ki11g appeared, shook 
hands with Moffat, and said, '' Moshete, the land is befo1·e 
yot1, camp where you will, you are come to your so11." 



TJie Story of Robe,,.t Moffat. 

Dt1ring his stay at Moselel<:atse's capital, Moffat l1ad many 
talks \vith the king, and sought to set before his dark mind 
the realities of God, si11, heaven, a11d hell. Soon after l1is 
1·et11r11 to Kuruman, Moffat ,vas visited by a chief whose 
name ,vas Mosheu. This man ,vas so pleased with what 
he sa,v and heard, that he soon rett1r11ed, bringing l1is wives 
and 1·elatives with him. It appears tl1at after he returned 
to his kraal l1e talked abo11t the words he had heard Moffat 
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speal{, and novv he had come to asl<, '' What mt1st I do to 
lJe saved?'' And to this great q11estion- by far tl1e most 
i111portant a true Gospelle1· ever hears- he was glad to be 
able to say, '' Believe on the Lord Jesus Cl1rist, and thou 
shalt be saved '' (Acts x,.ri. 31). Mosl1e11 and l1is people 
stayed some time and listened very attentively to the 
Gospel, and when he left he begged Moffat to , risit his 
village. That visit was a memorable 011e. Over five 
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l1t1nd1·ed 11ati,·es can1e ot1t to 1neet tl1e ,vaggon, and 11ot 
till mid11ig·l1t ,vould tl1ey desist from pressing forward to 
sl1ake l1is l1a11d. Early 11cxt n1on1ing, before the wearied 
missio11ary l1ad rise11, he 11eard tl1eir ,roices, and sucl1 ,vas 
tl1e eag·er11ess of Mosl1et1 a11d l1is people to hear of Jesus, 
that for a ft1ll l1our before l1e l1ad breakfast l1e spoke fro111 
that g1-a11d old text, Jol111 iii. 16, '' For God so loved the 
world," etc., ,vhich for tl1e very first ti111e ecl1oed throt1gl1 
the village from tl1e lips of the tall Scotcl1ma11, whose face 
beamed ,vitl1 the joy that filled his own heart. 

A brief ,Tisit to Eng·la11d, then back to Kuruma11, ,vl1ere 
l1e was joined by David Living·stone, ,vho 1narried his eldest 
dattghter, a11d soo11 after left to settle in Sechele, s cou11try. 
We ca1111ot pursue tl1e cot1rse of tl1is great explorer at 
prese11t, ft1rther tl1a11 to say, l1e p11sl1ed l1is ,vay i11to places 
where 110 wl1ite man l1ad ever dared to g·o, a11d was used to 
break tl1e cl1ains of slavery from thousands. Altl1ot1g·l1 a 
younger n1a11 tha11 1\11 off at, he ,vas called l101ne from Africa 
to hea,~e11 before l1im. 



''Life's Evening and Rest with Christ." 

OBERT and MARY MOFFAT ,vere no long·er 
young and active. Over fifty yea1·s of l1ard work 
beg·a11 to tell on the brave missionary. Family 

sorrows, too, ,veigl1ed l1ea,rily 11po11 the aged couple. 
Tl1eir eldest son Robert had died, and Mary, tl1e \vife of 
D1·. Livingsto11e, l1ad also passed to her rest above. 
Bessie and Ann ,vere botl1 ma1·ried, Jane alone was left 
with them. 011 S11nday, 20th March, 1870, Robert Moffat 
preached for tl1e last time at K111·t11na11, then bade fa1·ewell 
to tl1e old spot wl1ere so many years had been spe11t, a11d to 
the people for \vhom his life had bee11 gi,,en . They flocked 
around the ,vagg·o11 with tl1e tears strea1ning do\v11 tl1eir 
cl1eeks, and as tl1e wheels bega11 to move, a long·, loud 
cry ,vent ttp fron1 the weeping· cro,vd, ,v hicl1 tl1e aged 
co11ple answered witl1 tl1eir tears. Tl1ey reached E11g·land 
on 24th July, 1870, a11d e1·e the year l1ad closed, Mrs .. 



Peeps at S01,tli Afr·ica. 

::\1offat \\Tas ,vitl1 Cl1rist i11 l1ea,·en. Tl1e ag·ed 111i~sio11ary 
visited 111a11y parts of tl1e co1111try, seeki11g to stir 11p i11terest 
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.among God's people i11 Africa. He visited Carro11s l1ore 



Tlie Stot"Y of Rober·t ~1 ofjat. 

sixty-three years after leaving it, a11d fo11nd the red-tiled 
cottage i11 wl1icl1 his boyhood ,vas spe11t. Some of the old 
J)eople still li,Ted ,vl10 k11e,v him, a11d 011e ,vl10 l1ad been a 
scl1oolmate ,vould not be satisfied till l1e l1eard the aged 
111issio11ary speak to the cro,,Td ,,rhicl1 l1ad Rathered round 

--------------·-------

tl1e door. Visits to tl1e Q11ee11 at Osborne, to Cetewayo 
the Zulu king ,vho was then in England, and to Muller's 
Orphan Homes at Bristol closed the public life of the 
veteran missionar}"· With his daughter Jeanie seated by 
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l1is side , on a q11iet St111day e, ,,e11i11g , tl1e)r sa11g· his fa,·ot1rite 
l1ym11, one , ·erse es1)ecially of ,,,l1icl1 ,vas dear to l1i1n-

'' I ' ve ,vrestlecl on to\varcls heaven 
'Ga.inst storn1, ancl \Vincl , and ticle : 
N o,v ]ik:e a \\ eary tra,·eller, 

That lea11eth on his guide : 
.;\mid the shades of e, ·ening, 
\\1hile sinks life's lingering san1l, 
I hail the glory da,,·ning 
Fron1 In1manuel~s land .'' 

011 tl1e follo,ving T11esda}r e,re11i11g·, tl1e 1otl1 of Aug·t1st , 
1883, the home-call ca111e , a11d tl1e ra11somed spirit of 
Robert Moffat passed i11to tl1e prese11ce of Christ, ,,·110 
sa,red him ,vhen a yo11tl1_, a11d ,\·l1on1 l1e l1ad lo,,.ed a11d 
ser,,ed e,,en unto old ag·e. Hap1)Y, tl1rice l1appy is s11cl1 
a life : i-,z Cl1rist at co11versio11, / o,,. Cl1rist all tl1e yea1·s of 
ser,,ice , and witll Cl1rist for e,·er a11d e, .. e1·. 
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