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THE STOI{Y OF HANS EGEDE; 

Pioneer Mjssionar·y to Greenland 

ETTER tha11 stories of heroes and 
heroi11es who never lived, and of battles 
,vhicl1 never ,vere fought, are the true 

and tl1ril I ing life stories of those bra \'e men and 
,vomen ,vho ,,re11t out, constrained by the love 
of Cl1rist, to darl< l1eathen lands, facing danger 
a11d death, in order to carry the good ne,vs of 
God's lo\1e to those \v·ho sit in the shaclo,,r of 
deatl1. 

I ,vill try and tell you tl1e thrilling story of 
one of these brave men ,vho ,,rent to the icy 
fields of Greenland long years ago, to tell the 
benigl1ted Eskimos of that land the tidings of 
redeeming love. The story is absolutely true, and 

D 
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this is just ,,,J1at 1nal~es it so full of i11 tcrest. It 

is 11ot a story of trials t11at 11ever ,,Tere e11clt1red, 

or trit1m1Jl1s tl1at 11e\~er \Vere \\1 011, or tl1e descrip­

tio11 of a la11d a11d a 1Jcople \\1l1icl1 merely exist 

in our imagi11atio11, lil(e tl1e stories of Si1zdbad the 
Sailor a11d ltobi1iso1z C1'1tsoe. 

Gree11la11d exists to-clay much as i11 the days 

,vl1en my story begins, 011ly tl1e feet of explorers 

and heralds of the Cross l1a ve since tl1e11 trod 

its ice-covered fields, a11d tl1e Gospel first carried 

to its fur-clad d\\1ellers, ,vl10 ,vere the11 ,,,I1olly 

paga11, by Ha11s Egede a11d his ,vife t,vo l1t1ndred 
)"ears ago, is still rnade l~no,vn, and the light tl1e11 

kind led still sl1ines. 

THE \ 7ILLAGE PASTOR. 

111 tl1e early years of tl1e eightee11tl1 century, 

there liv·ed a young pastor, ,vith his ,vife a11d t,vo 

bright cl1ildre11, in the cl1armi11g little village of 

Vaage11, 011 the sl1ore of a deep fjord i11 the 
Lofode11 islands, off tl1e N or\vegian coast. Tl1is 
,vas I--Ia11s Egede and his \Vife Elizabeth. He l1ad 
left his native land to preach tl1e Gospel of Cl1rist 

to the simple fisherfoll{ on these nortl1ern sl1ores. 

His yoL1t1g ,,rife, a faitl1f ul a11cl devoted Christia11 
helpmeet, .,•isited amo11g the people, a11d ,,,l1ile 

ever seel~ing to set Cl1r-ist a11d His great salvation 

before tl1e1n, sl1e spe11t l1er days i11 tendi11g tl1e 
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sicl~ a11d l1el1)i11g tl1c \·illagers i11 \·arioL1s n1atters 
of claily life. ~ ecd ,,,e ,,,011der tl1at a strong 

attacl11nc11 t existed bet\rec11 tl1e J)eo1)le of Vaage11 
a11d tl1e t\\T0 devotccl ('l1ristia11 \\1 orl~ers ,,,]10 l1ad 

come a .. 1nongst tl1e1n? 1"'11ere i11 tl1e 1niclst of a 

lo\1 i11g a11d de,toted 1)eo1)le, far f ro1n tl1e tt1rmoil 

of tl1e bt1sy ,,,orld, tl1cir da)'S flo,\·ecl 011 i11 peace. 

Bt1t tl1e Lord l1ad otl1er ,,,ork i11 store for Hans 

Egede and l1is fi"alt -ptr.sto,,.i11, Elizabetl1 - ,,,ork 

,vl1icl1 tl1e experie11ces of tl1ese quiet years ,vere 

doubtless a preparatio11 for. Standing 011 a little 

l1ill bel1i11d tl1e 'lillage 011e day, looking across the 

sea, a stra11ge lo11g·i11g took possessio11 of J~gede's 

mi11d. "'' hen qt1ite a lad, livi11g i11 Co1)c11l1age11, • 
he hacl read a book i11 tl1e college library telli11g· 

of tl1e i11tro<luctio11 of Cl1ristianity a11cl tl1e Gos1)el's 

early trit1mphs in Grcenla11d, and of tl1e sacl clisaster 

,vl1icl1 befell tl1e colo11y tl1ere ,vl1en tl1c 1)aga11 l1ost 

s,vept do,\'n 011 tl1e !)Caceful villages alo11g its 

shores ancl utterly destro}1ed them. 1\s tl1e ear11est 
• 

sot1l-\\1i1111er's thot1gl1ts \\1e11t bacl~ to tl1e clays 

of olcl, \\1l1e11 tl1e praises of I mma11ucl'~ N a1ne \Vere 

sot111dcd abroad i11 Gree11la11d's s110\v-clad valleys, 

he ,vo11dered if any voice \\1as lifted Ll p tl1ere to 
I 

tell of Jesus no,,,, or \\1l1etl1er a11y feeble re1n11ant 

of the follo\vers of Christ remai11ed on that far-off 

sl1ore. Occasionall)' lie l1earcl from traclers comi11g 
to tl1e port, items of 11e,,1s regardi11g tl1e E sl~imos 
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on tl1e \vestern shore, bt1t no ,,rord to asst1re him 
that the Gospel of salvatio11 ,vas 1<110,,,n or 
preached amo11g tl1e1n. Tl1is lay lil<:e a l1ea\~y 
burden 011 his l1eartJ and the co11\tiction began 
to fasten itself t1pon him, that God ,vas calling 
him to go fortl1 and preach to the people of 
Greenland the unsearchable riches of Christ. For 
a time he spoke of it to no one, but made it a 
matter of daily prayer, until l1e ,vas sure that 
it ,vas the call of God, and not a mere feeling 
or impulse of his o,vn. When at last he did 1nake 
it l<:nown, he found but little sympathy. His ,vife 
did not see ho,v they could possibly live in Green­
land, ,vith its ice and sno,v, and pointed to the 
childre11 gro,ving up arou11d their hearth. The 
villagers of Vaagen, ,vhen tl1ey became avvare 
of it, laughed, and stood aloof from Egede, as if his 
mind had gone ,vrong. All tl1is severely tried his 
faith and patience, and sent him to God in prayer, 
that in His o,vn time a ,,,ay migl1t be opened 
,vhereby the desire of his heart to go to Greenland 
,vith the Gospel might be fulfilled. At length 
God heard His servant's cry. His \vife came one 
day and expressed to him ho,v deeply she had 
been exercised about the proposal to go to Green­
la11d, and told him of her ,,,illingness to go ,vhen­
ever or \vherever the Lord might send them. 
Thro,ving her arms around her husband's neck, 
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tl1e heroic young ,,,ife said, "Wl1ere thou goest 
I \\1ill go, \vl1ere tl1ou diest I ,,,ill die, and there 
,,rill I be buried," and from tl1at day Elizabeth 
Egede became her husband's true helper, and 
often encouraged him ,vhen his faith ,vas like 
to fail. 

This ,vas a great joy to Egede, but other 
obstacles still remai11ed. Althougl1 a11 earnest 
serva11 t of Christ, he ,vas not free from the 
trammels and la,vs of the" Church" and the orders 
of its bishops, ,vl10 sought to prevent him from 
going, and to place all sorts of difficulties in his 
,vay. Seeing there \Vas no l1ope of getting the 
bishop's sanction i11 his u11dertal{i11g, he resigned 
his post at V aage11. It ,vas a great trial to bid 
fare,,,ell to the simple, lov·ing villagers in ,vhose 

midst tl1ey l1acl spe11t so ma11y l1appy days; and 
,vl1en the shi1) ,vl1ich ,vas to bear them to Bergen 
cast a11cl1or i11 tl1e bay,. the villagers came in 
cro\vds to say tl1eir tearful fare,,,ell. 

One of the sailors asked Egede as he ,vas 
setting his foot on the planl< to embark, '' vVhere 
do you go?" 

'' To Greenland," ,vas the ans,ver. 
'' Tl1en I beg of you, in God's 11ame, to tarry 

at home," said the sailor, and began to tell of 
pri,1ations, plagues, a11d ca11nibals he had seen 
,vit.J1 his eyes in that land. 



\~711e11 l~gede lool~ed 111)011 l1is )ro1111g ,,,ife a11d 

tl1eir fot1r little cl1ilclre11, a11cl tl1ougl1t of tl1c s11ffer­

i11gs tl1e1• 111igl1t be called 111)011 to e11cl11re, his l1eart 

failed hi111. He l1csitatecl, a11cl the 'lillagers seei11g 

him falter, 1)leaded tl1at l1e 111igl1t stay ,,ritl1 tl1em. 

Tl1is ,,;as tl1e momc11 t of tl1c trium IJh of tl1e faith 

of l1is 11oble ,,,ifc. Step1)i11g firmly 011 to the 

pla11l~, sl1e laid 1101(1 of l1er l1usba11cl's arn1, and 

saicl, '· I-I a11s, be a 111a11, a11d a true ser\·a11 t of God. 

I l1ear fro111 afar tl1e voices of the people tl1at 

1)crisl1 i11 Grce11la11cl, say"ing: 'Come over a11d l1elp 

us.' \~7110 sl1all l1i11cler? I-It1sba11d, i11 tl1e 11ame 

of God let LIS go." Tl1en sl1e ,,·all~ecl aboarcl tl1e 

sl1ip, a11cl tl1e \;i}lagers sa,,r tl1roL1gl1 tl1eir tears 

tl1e brave ,voma11's face sl1i11e ,vitl1 a holy joy 

as sl1e sailecl a,,,ay to t11e ,,ror]~ ,,,}1icl1 she 

bel ic\·ecl God l1acl called tl1c1n to clo i 11 tl1c far­

off la11cl. \1/l1e11 tl1ey arri,·cd i11 I3erge11 to 

mal~e J)re1)aratio11s for tl1e \70}"agc to Gree11la11d, 

fresl1 l1i11clta11ces, trials, a11cl oppositio11 a,,,aited 

the1n. \\i ,1rs a11cl 11,1tio11al jealousies occu pi eel tl1e 

{)t1blic mi11cl, a11d fe,,~, if atl)', seemed to l1ave 011e 

s1)arl( of sy1npatl1y ,vitl1 l~gcde i11 l1is missio11. 

l3t1t tl1e time ,,ras ,,·ell c1n1)10)7ecl. Egede and 

l1is little s011 lear11ecl to l1a11clle tl1c sa,v, the pl,1.11e, 

a11cl tl1e l1a111rncr, a11d bcc,lrne acc1t1ainte<l ,,.,itl1 
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\:ariot1s otl1er i11dL1stries, so tl1at tl1ey migl1t be 

ci ble to l1elp tl1emscl,,es i11 tl1e la11d \vl1ere tl1ey 

still l101)ecl to go. Day after clay for four years 

l1e ,\·c11t to tl1e l1arbour, a11cl gctzecl ,,·istfull}' 

at tl1e dc1Jarti11g sl1i1)s, u11til tl1e peorJle bega11 to 
Sa}? l1e ,,,as macl, ,,,I1ile otl1ers said l1e had see11 

visio11s ct11d l1ad stra11ge re,telatio11s from tl1e Lorcl. 

At lc11gtl1 tl1e \vaiti11g da)'S 1Jasscd by. The Lorcl's 
full ti1ne l1ad co1ne, a11d ,,,itl1 it tl1e 11eeded 1nea11s 

to builcl a small vessel in ,,1l1icl1 Egede a11d l1is 

fa1nily, ,,·itl1 a fe,v l1cl1)ers, migl1t cross tl1e Arctic 

seas to Grce11la11cl. Otl1ers joi11ccl tl1c1n, hopi11g to 
trade ,,,itl1 tl1e nati,1cs. Tl1e little \ressel ,,·as 11a111ecl 

The I-lope, and 011 tl1e 3rd of l\1Ia}' , 1721, after 
tl1irtcc11 ),cars of 1Jra)·erft1l ,,,,1iti11g, Egede, ,,·itl1 

his ,,,ife c111d cl1ilclre11, set sail from Berge11, a111icl 

tl1c tearfL1l fare,,1clls of 1nany \\1l10 lo,red l1im. l◄'or 

a fL1ll mo11tl1 tl1c little \·essel tossed 011 tl1e ,,,a,,es, 

so1netimes almost crusl1ed to I)ieces amid l1t1ge 

icebergs, at other ti1nes i11 bli11di11g Arctic s110,,,s, 

in \Vl1icl1 all recl~o11i11g of tl1eir ,vl1ereabo11ts \\,as 

lost. Duri11g 011e of tl1ese storms, in tl1e midst 

of crasl1i11g ic~bergs, Egede, ,,,ith l1a11ds spread 

fortl1 to l1ea \ten, l~nelt on tl1e storm-s,,·ept clecl~ 
a11cl I)ra1,ed befo1·c tl1e ,,,l1ole crc,\1 for Gocl's 

protectio11 and gL1icla11ce. At 011ce the stor111 

ceasccl, tl1e fog cleared a,,,a)', and tl1ey ,,,ere able 

to steer i11to smootl1 ,,,aters, ,vl1ile songs of tha11l<s-
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gi\·i11g a11d praise arose from tl1eir li I)S. On the 

3rd J ul),,., r 72 I, t,,10 1no11tl1s after lea\7i11g Berge11, 

tl1e \·essel touchecl tl1e \vestern coast of Gree11la11d 

at 13all's River. Tl1ere tl1ey stcp1Jecl asl1ore, a11d 

began to builcl a tc1n porary sl1cl tcr, i11 to \\rl1icl1 

tl1ey crept, to spe11d their first 11igl1t i11 Gree11-
la11d. 

FIRST EXPEI{IENCES IN GI~EENL,\ND. 

\,Vhe11 they a,\1ol~e in tl1e mor11i11g a11d looked 

abroad on the la11d to \V hich they l1acl come, those 

of tl1c 1)arty \\1l10 l1ad come as colo11ists a11d traders 

,,rere sadly disa1)fJOi11ted ,,,itl1 tl1e prospect. In­

stead of a Green La11d of pleasa11t ,1alle)"S and 

grass, as it had been clescribed mar1y )'ears before 

by Eric the Red, tl1ey found the1nsel\·es surrounded 

by a ,vaste and dreary \vilder11ess. Tl1e soil \vas 

l1ard, a11d seemed to be incapable of )"ielding 

frt1it, a11d instead of fi11di11g, as tl1ey supposed 

a11cl l1oped tl1ey 1night, some remna11t of their 
0,,,11 stal,,·art cot111tryme11, tl1ey fot111d 011ly a 

l1ost of miserable-lool{i11g, sa,·age I~skimos, ,vho 

first ra11 frorn tl1e111 in sl1eer terror, a11d then 

ref used to allo,v them to enter or come near their 

d,,1elli11gs. " 
l~11cot1raged by the ,,,ords of I~~gede a11d l1is 

cle,·otecl ,\·ife, tl1e colonists tool~ l1e,trt, and built 

for tl1emsel,:es a l10L1se of stone ancl tL1rf 011 an 



isla11d 11amed Ka11gel<, to \\'hich they gave tl1e 

name of " H orJe Island." \Vhen the buildi11g of 
tl1e house ,vas fi11isl1ed the ,vl1ole company gatherecl 

togetl1er, ,vl1ile }-:gede read a 1)sal1n of tha11 ksgiv­

ing. Tl1en they all joined in a song of praise to 

God, who had brought them tl1rougl1 stormy seas 

in safety'", a11d allo,ved them to set foot on the la11d 

in \Vhich they desired to spe11d tl1eir lives i11 mal<i11g 

kno,vn to its ta,v11y d \\Tellers tl1e old, old story of 

Jesus a11d His lo,,.e. 

But, as is frequently the case ,vith tl1ose for 

,v hose sal(e Christian men l1a ve sacrificed l101ne 

and friends, tl1e natives ga,·e tl1em a very colcl 

reception, a11cl ,,·l1en they foL111d tl1at tl1e stra11gcrs 

had co1ne to settle amongst tl1em, tl1ey sought to 

frigl1te11 tl1ern b)1 1nal~i11g s ig11s tl1at tl1e ice a11d 
s110\v \Vo11ld soo11 destro1, tl1e1n all, especially 

tl1e ,v·ife a11d delicate childre11 of Egede. vVhe11-

e\·er a11y of tl1c IJarty appeared, they ,,roulcl sta11d 

at their cloors gazing, bt1t ,,,I1c11 any ad,·a11ce 

to,vard them ,vas made the1r slt111l~ i11side, mt1tter­

ing and sco,vli11g. Tl1ey e,ride11tly \\ra11ted to get 

rid of tl1crn, a11d seemed to tl1i111{ tl1e best ,,,ay to 

do so ,vas by leaving tl1em sc,·crel1r alo11e. All 

this \\,.as harcl to bear, a11d more tl1a11 once I-Ians 

Egede ,,ronclcred if he had erred in coming among 

such a people. I11stead of fi11cli11g a remna11t of 

Christia11 colonists, sucl1 as l1e l1ad l1oped to fi11d 
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fro1n l1is readi11g of those old records i11 Cope11-

l1age11, to bid l1i1n ,\·elco1ne to tl1eir sl1ores, l1e l1ad 

011ly foL111d a race of ig11ora11t sa,,agcs, ,\1 itl1 110 

desire to l1ear l1is message, bL1t ,vho see1ncd ready 

at ~l11y l1our to cast l1im a11d l1is lo\1ecl 011es out 

fro1n amo11gst tl1e111. 
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'fhe Gree11landers' Religion 

HE early Cl1ristia11it)' i11troclucecl clL1ri11g 

tl1e days of Leif l1acl bce11 com1)letcly 

rootecl ot1t by tl1e IJaga11 1nassacre ,vl1icl1 
o,,crtool.;: the colo11ists, and so far as Egecle could 

fi11cl, 11ot a trace of Cl1ristia11ity re1nai11ed. At first 

it seemccl tl1at tl1e1r l1ad 110 religion of a11y l(i11cl, 

bt1t 011 formi11g a better acquaintance \\'itl1 tl1e • 

11ati\1cs, Egede fou11cl tl1at tl1ey l1ad a fai11t idea 

of tl1e ft1tt1re state. 1"11ey acl~110\\7ledged 011e great 

deit)', a good spirit \\1l101n the1, 11amed '' Tor11gar­
st1ck," ,v 110 ,,,as su IJI)osed to cl \\1ell in tl1c sea. 

Tl1ey said tl1e first ma11 ,,,as callecl I(allak, tl1at l1e 

spra11g ot1t of tl1e eartl1, a11d tl1at l1is ,,,if e SJ)ra11g 

out of l1is tl1umb. Tl1e)' dicl 11ot ack110,,,Jedge 

a11 eter11it)', but said that after so matl)' )'ears 
all n1en \\1 ill cease to exist, tl1at tl1e \\·orld ,vill 

be reduced to atoms, and a11otl1er more fair \\rill 

take its place. They l1ad certain traditio11s of 

the Creation, the I◄lood, a11d a J t1dg1ne11t to corne. 
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A set of 111e11 callc(l a11ge1t,oli's, or J)riests, ke1)t 

tl1ese traclitions i11 ct1rre11cy, a11d clai1ned to be 

i11 co11ncctio11 ,vitl1 tl1e spirit \\'Orld, and by 

rc\~elatio11s, i11cantatio11s, a11cl cl1arms, professed 

to be able to cure disease, ,vard off accidents, 

a11d co11dt1ct tl1e spirits of me11 after clcath to tl1e 

,vorld beyo11d. Tl1cy said that tl1e '' Aurora 

Borealis'' \\'as the departed spirits of friends 

pla)1i11g at "l1ockey"; but not 011e ray of l1ea\'enly 

1 igl1t or lo,te seemed to be J.~nO\\'n a111011g them. 

Si11 and its 1)unish1ne11t, God ancl His love, Christ 

a11d His salvatio11, ,,,ere u11heard of a11d unk110\\'t1. 

St1ch ,verc the Gree11landers at the ti1ne tl1at 

I-I ans Egede a11d his l1eroic \\1ife set foot among 

tl1em nearly t,,,o centuries ago, a11d, ,vith tl1e 

exception of a fe,,, brigl1t spots ,vhere the ligl1t 

of the Gospel shi11es, such is Gree11la11d and its 

s\varthy inl1abitants still, a darl<, benigl1ted country, 
,,,l1ere tl1e light a11d love of the Gos1)cl of Cl1rist 

are still t111l~110\v11, ,,1l1ere 011e ge11eratio11 after 

a11other !)asses on to the great eternity ,vitl1ot1t 

e\re11 heari11g the precio11s N a1ne of J csus or tl1c 

story of I-I is saving grace. Ho\v tl1ar1l{ful \\1e 

ot1ght. to be that our lot l1as bec11 cast i11 a 
land of Gos1)el ligl1t a11d lo,;e; but 011, remember, 

dear you11g I)eople, that if tl1at ligl1t be sl1ut ot1t, 

a11<l tl1at lo\·c rejectccl, )'Our j11clg111ent ,vill be more 

a\,,ful tl1a11 tl1at of the ignora11t Greenla11der. 
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In co1n1no11 ,,,itl1 all pio11ecr 1nissio11aries, Egcde 

fou11d it v·ery difficult to com1nu11icate to the igno­

ra11t Gree11la11ders i11 their O\Vn la11guage tl1e trL1ths 

of the Gospel. For example, i11 speal~ing of Jesus 

as the Lamb of God, he found it difficult to make 

tl1em u11derstand, as tl1ey 11ad never seen a lamb, 

nor had they st1ch a \\1ord in tl1eir language. The 

11earest ,,·as a you11g seal. His Ii ttle son \vould 

dra,v pictures of '' Tl1e Brazen Serpent'' and other 

Bible scenes, holding them up before the people, 
,,,bile l1is father tried to set Christ crucified before 

tl1em simply ,vith tl1e fe\v \\'Ords of their language 

he 11ad picked up. Sometimes tl1ese efforts ,,,ere 

listened to ,,,itl1 apparent interest, at other times 

laugl1ed at and ridiculed, and he ,vas frequently 

opposed by the a11gekol,s, or priests, ,,rho sought 

to bri11g abo.ut l1is deatl1 b}' tl1eir arts and en­
cl1antme11ts, \\·itl1ot1t success. Egede mo\·ed about 

among the people, ,vho after a ti1ne lear11cd to 
respect l1im, ancl to in,·ite l1im i11to their filthy 

l1uts, ,,,I1icl1 he l1acl often to e11ter on his hands a11d 

k11ees, a11d tl1e11 sit on tl1e mud floor amid a group 
of s\,,art11y faces, scarccl1, able to commu11icate 

,,1l1at ,,,as bur11i11g i11 l1is l1cart, e,·e11 the s,veet 

stor11 of full and free salv·ation. 
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Boating and Seal Fishi11g 

- N order to get a', 11ear as possible to 

tl1e people, so tl1at tl1eir la11guage 1nigl1t 

be picl~ed up a11cl tl1eir tl1ot1gl1ts 011 

various st1bjects ascertai11ecl, Egecle 11ot 0111)' 

spe11t a good part of his tirne in tl1eir unhealtl1y 

cl \\1clli 11gs, bL1 t l1c also acco111 pa11iecl tl1em in tl1eir 
seal a11cl ,,rhale fisl1ing 011 the ic), seas. 

Tl1c Greenla11ders, as a rL1le, are expert seal 

fisl1ers. '"fl1ey arc largely clc1Je11clc11 t 011 tl1is for 

tl1eir foocl, as also for tl1cir clotl1i11g, ,vl1ich is 

cl1iefly made of sealsl~i11. 
Tl1c seal 1~110,,,11 as t11e "bladder-nose'' is tl1e 

1nost co1nmo11. It is fot111cl i11 all tl1e tract of 

sea bct,\·cc11 Grec11la11d a11cl Icela11d. At ordi11ary 

times tl1e bladcler or 1100d, from ,vl1icl1 tl1e male 

deri\·es its 11ame, l1a11gs folcled lil<:e a JJroboscis 

o\·cr tl1c e11cl of tl1e 11ose ; bt1 t \\1 l1e11 it is irri tate(I, 

or a11y attempt 1nade to catcl1 it, tl1is bladder is 

I 
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BOA TJ.\1G A1VD SEAL FJ ... <:;HJNG. 

blo\\711 t1p to a11 enormous size, giving it a very 

strange appcara11ce. It l1as long, smooth hair, 
grey 011 t11c back a11d almost \\'hite belo,v, \\7ith 
large black spots here and tl1ere. Tl1e l1ead is 

so thicl{ly spotted, tl1at it see1ns to be black. 

His greatest e11em }' is the polar bear, \v·hich 
devours the seal i11 large numbers as he finds 
tl1em 011 tl1e ice floes. 

Q .. 
...... -- -

1-I,\RPOONING A SEAL. 

Tl1e Greenlander uses t,,,.o ki11ds of boats in 

fisl1i11g for tl1e seal. One is 11amed tl1e "l.;:ayal.;:," 

a11d is used 011ly by me11. It is not unl~l.;:e a canoe, 
only very sl1arp at each end, almost like a \veaver's 
shuttle. The other is called the '' u1nial.;:," or 

\voman 's boat. It requires a long experience to 
use the '' kayal.;:,'' o,ving to its being so easily up­
set, especial! y i11 seal fishing. A l1arpoon is 
attached to the "kayal.;: '' by a long line, on 

\vl1ich tl1ere is a bladder. Wl1en tl1e seal appears 
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THE .S"TORY OF HAJ\'S EGEDE. 

on tl1e surface of the \\1ater, the harpoon is thro,vn 
• 

by tl1e 1na11 ~itting in l1is cc kayak,'' and so accu-

rately are all Gree11la11clers trained to this exercise 
tl1at it· sefdo1n 1nisscs. 

Egede ,vas . obliged to t1se tl1e cc umiak" for 

his journe)7 S, and in tl1is \Vay he occasionally had 

the opportu11ity of preaching, as far as he ,vas 
able, to a considerable nut"Qber of people. In 

this ·\vay the Gospel \\70n its \Va)', and the dark 

1ninds of the people began to op to the vVord 
' 

of God. 

• • 
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rfrial and Dangers 

ESH trial O\tertool< the colo11y. Their 

supplies began to fail. Whale arid seal 

fishi11g \Vere clifficul t, a11d \tery f e,v ,vere 

cat1gl1t. TI1e11 the pi11cl1 .of l1unger soo11 began 

I 

to tell t1pon them. \\1 eel{ after \\1eek passed, 

an(l 110 relief ca1ne. Egede looked t1 JJ011 l1is 

patie11t ,vife, and 011 his dear childre11, a11cl !iis 

heart failed l1im. I-Ic l)urposed to retL1r11 to 

Bcrge11 for their sal~e ; but 11obly dicl l1is ,,,ife 

remi11cl l1im that God hacl se11t them tl1ere, c111d 

\\
1oulcl 11e\·er Iea\~e tl1em to perisl1. "Tl1e l1ip 

,vill come and bri11g 11s relief," said .the 11oble 

,,,oma11 ; "God is tr}ri11g our faith." \Vl1e11.tl1i11gs • 

,vere at tl1cir very ,vorst, a11d Egede's family a11d 

helpers on the point of starvation, the sail of a 
• •• 

ship ,vas seen across the icy seas. It \Vas .first 

see11 by Egede's ,vife, \\'110 sang her heart's praise: • 

to God, and tl1en ran ,vitl1 tl1e good 11e\\'S t? l1er 

husba11d and tl1e little colo11y. On tl1e 27tl1 of 



THE STORY OF HANS EGEDE. 

June the sl1ip toucl1ed the shore, bri11gi11g food 

and other necessaries, a11d tl1e good ne\vs that 

a deep i11terest had sprung up among God's 

people in l3ergen in tl1eir ,\·orl{ in Gree11la11d. 

Egede's faith \Vas strengthened, a11d fresh energy 

filled his soul. He tool~ t\vo of l1is cl1ildren vvith 

him, and \vent to spend the \\7 inter among the 

natives a fe\\T miles inland, d\velling in their huts 

and maki11g himself as 011e of tl1em, and by this 

means he '"·as able to spread the Gospel. Such 

means as these, must be more or less adopted by 
all missionary pioneers \vho go to lands ,vhere 

the Gospel has to ,vi11 its \\'ay among a people 

blinded by tl1e Satanic po,ver of idolatry, or 

buried in dark ignorance and superstition. During 

011e of l1is excursions inland, Egede discovered 

the ruins of a11 old cl1urcl1, or meeting - IJlace, 

,vitl1 tl1e ,\·all and graveyard still to be see11 

arou11d. Tl1is sight reviv·ed all his former 

thougl1ts of tl1e early N orsc Christia11s, ,vl10 l1ad 

many hundreds of years before do11btless gathered 

near tl1at l1allo\ved spot to si11g tl1e praises of 

Imrnanuel·s saving Name . 

.l\ ne,,, l1i11drance to tl1e Gospel s110\\·ed itself 

in the arrival of a number of ,varships, sent by the 

Da11ish Government ,vitl1 a vie,v of establishing 

ne,v colonies on the Gree11land coast, and in some 
of t!1cse \·esscls t11crc ,,,ere co11 \~icts ,,,110 l1ad bee11 
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TRIALS A J\'D DANGER::,·. 

se11 t out to settle tl1ere. As may be guessed, these 
,\·ere 110 help, but a great hi11dra11ce, to tl1e spread . 

of tl1e Gospel, ar1d tl1ey became I~gede's 1nost 

bitter foes. Next came an order from tl1e ne,v 

king, Christia11 VI. of Denmarl~; aski11g him to 

abandon the colo11y, as it \Vas unprofitable, or if 

he chose to re1nai11, he must expect no further 

supplies from the Go,·er11ment. I-Iappy is the 
serv·a11t of Christ ,,,ho is allo,,1ed to go 011 quietly 

-
- ---- -

PREP,\RIKC. FOR FISHIN G. 

,,ritl1 l1is labot1r, ncitl1er dra,v·n i11to l)olitics nor 

1nade tl1e tool of eartl1l )' ki11gs. vVl1atev"er pro­

tectio11 sucl1 alliances may afford, tl1ey are al\vay'.'s 
a s11are. The effect of this orcler ,,,as the 

irnmediate retur11 of tl1e \\1hole colo11y of trader~, 
,,,itl1 the exceptio11 of some eight or ten, ,,·ho 

c]1ose to remain ,vi tl1 I-I ans Egcde and l1is ,,,ife 
011 the dreary land of ice and sno,,,. 



THE STOI?Y OF HA1VS EGEDE. 

But the greatest trial of all \Vas 1,et to co1ne. 

\Vhen tl1e colo11ists retur11ed to De11marl~ tl1ey 
tool{ ,,,itl1 tl1e1n a little Esl~i1no boy, to sl10\\' tl1e 

Da11es \\7l1at tl1e Gree11la11clers \\'ere lil{e. 1 ... ,,,o 

years later tl1is lad ,,,as se11 t bacl~ i11 a vessel, and 

\Vas in great demand among tl1e 11atives to tell 

of all that he l1ad see11 in l1is travels. I 11 every 
i1ut a11d 110\rel of tl1e place, l1e told l1is story to 

eager a11d ,,,011deri11g groups of nati,tes. BL1t the 

lad ,,·as tal{en suddenly ill, a11d l1is illness pro,1ed 

to be s1nall- I)OX, a disease tl1at l1ad 11e\"er before 
been see11 i11 Gree11la11d. l~gccle ,,,arned tl1e 11ati,res 

11ot to 1ni11gle ,,,i tl1 i11fectecl 1)erso11s, but to tl1is 

\\·ar11i11g tl1ey paid 110 regard, ,vitl1 the rest1lt 

tl1at 11t111dreds ,,,ere seized, a11d ma11y diecl. So 

terrible ,vere tl1e ravages 111acle by tl1is disease tl1at 

it \\·as calct1latecl about tl1rce tl1ousa11d died, i11 some 

cases ,vl1ole ,rillages bei11g· left ,vitl1out a l1t11nan 

bei11g i11 tl1e1n. l\Ia11y J.~illed themsel\"es, and 

otl1ers, tl1i11ki11g to mitigate tl1e J)ain, plu11gecl into 

tl1e col cl sea. Egede ancl l1is de\·oted \\rife did 

e\·erything IJossible to hel 1), visiting the sick a11d 
tending tl1e dyi11g. l\1Iany ,,,ere remo\ted from tl1eir 

unl1ealtl1y l1uts a11d laid i11 Egede's o,,,n l1ouse, part 

of ,vhicl1 he l1ad con\·erted i11to a l1ospital. l3ut, 

. for all tl1is solemn ,1isitatio11 from God, there 

scemecl little desire for tl1e Gos1)el. Egede \\'as 

blamed by the priests for bri 11gi11g tl1e plagt1e, ,t11d 



TRIALS AND DANGERS. 

tl1us tl1e l1earts of tl1e I)Oor ig·11ora11t 11ati ,·es ,,·ere 

1nore l1ardc11ed tl1a11 softe11ed by the a,\,ft1l v·isita­

tio11, for, as }'OU l1ave often bce11 remi11cled, ,vl1c11 

the Lord's dealings \,,itl1 a si1111er or a 11ation arc 

sligl1ted, a11d I-Iis gracious messages of peace a11cl 

love despised, hardness of l1eart is al,,1ays tl1e 

result. Tal~e care 110\\" ; 1011 treat the Lord's 

messages a11d His messengers. Y ot1 may not 

al,vays have the privileges tl1at you e11joy no,v, 

and to be cut off as a rejecter or a 11eglecter of 

tl1e Gospel is to perisl1 eter11ally. 

Among tl1e many sad incide11ts of tl1is solemn 

ti111e, tl1ere is 011e, I tl1i11l~ so to11cl1i11g, tl1at I m~1st 

tell it to )70u. 

In one of tl1e isla11ds near to }.:gede 's l1ome, l1e 

fo1111d 011e little girl ill, a11cl l1cr three brotl1ers. 

Tl1cir fat11er l1ad carecl for all tl1e people of tl1e 

place duri11g tl1eir ill11ess, a11cl buried tl1em after 

tl1e}r l1ad died. Tl1c11 he ,,·as laid lo\,, by tl1e 

terrible clisease himself. I{no,,1 ing tl1ere \\·as 110 

one to care for l1im a11d his you11gest cl1ild, ,vl10 
,,,as dying, l1e laid l1irnself do\v11 in a grave ,,:hicl1 

l1e l1ad pre1)ared of stories, took tl1e d)1 i11g child i11 
. 

l1is arms, a11d told l1is 0111}' survi,;ring little daughter 

to co\·er tl1e1n ,,,itl1 old ski11s a11d sto11cs, so tl1at 

tl1e foxes a11d ra\Tens migl1t not devour tl1em. Tl1e 

f ot1r children, ,,·110 ,,,ere the 0111)' sur\1i,1ors of tl1e 

IJlace, ,vere left ,vitl1 part of a clried seal ancl a fe\v 



THE STORY OF HA1VS EGEDE. 

l1errings as their 011 l y f oocl. I 11 tl1e Lord ·s merc1r, 

Egede found tl1e111, a11d l1ad tl1e1n rc1no\·cd to l1is 

l1otne, ,,,I1crc tl1cy tc11derly 11L1rsed tl1c111 a11d te11ded 

tl1em till they rccov·cred. Sucl1 deeds of Cl1ristlil~e 

love, altl1ough 1011g forgotten 011 earth, are re-

1nembered and \\rill be re,varded i11 l1eaven . 

• 



Rest for the Weary 

IFTEEN years of l1ard toil and in­
cessa11t trial, began to tell on tl1e noble 

pio11eer missionar)' Ha11s Egecle. His 
faitl1ft1l a11d devoted \\·ife, Elizabeth, ,,,110 had 

bee11 l1is l1el 1)er all tl1ese years, died in l1is 
arms, a11d l1e longed to carry her re1nains to 
be laicl to rest in l1cr nati,,e la11d. l)aul, his 

e]dest son, l1ad alread)' gone tl1ere to complete 
11 is eel ucatio11, a11d 1\1 ora v"ian l1el pers had come 
to Greenla11d to carry on tl1e ,,,ork. Gatheri11g 

tl1e little colo11y togetl1er, the aged ma11 gave 
• 

thern a fare,,,ell address from tl1e ,,,ords of Isaial1 

xlix. 4, and \vitl1 ma11y affectio11ate fare,,,ells to 
tl1e l\1Ioravians, ,vho ,vere to be left to reap ,,,hat 

l1e l1ad so,,,n i11 tears, l1c sailed for Cope11hage11, 
and arriving tl1ere, laid tl1e precious dust of his 
,,rife i11 tl1e cl1urch)rarcl of St. Nicholas. He 
cle, .. oted his remai11i11g )l'ears i11 ad,rocati11g tl1c 

c·laims of Gree11land, a11cl in stirri11g up tl1e people 
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of l1is 11a ti,,,.e la11d to a deeJ)er i11terest i11 tl1e 

\\'0_rl~ of carry~i11g tl1e Gospel to tl1e benigl1te<l 

• Esl~imos, amo11g ,vl1om l1e l1acl spcr1t tl1e best 
part of l1is life. Tl1e11 l1is stre11gtl1 gradually ga\~e 
,,,ay> and, at tl1e adv"anced age of seventy-three, 

Hans Egede, the 1Jio11eer missionary to '' Gree11-
land's icy mountai11s," passed quietly a,,,ay to his 

rest and home in heaven. 
May tl1e story of his co11versio11 and early call 

to the Lord's service, his Christlike, devoted life, 
l1is 101/e for tl1e souls of those ,,,110 never heard 
tl1e Sa,,iour's Name, a11d his heroic efforts to 

rcacl1 tl1em ,vitl1 tl1e Gospel, sl10,v you, dear 
you11g frie11ds, 110,v grand it is to be saved i11 

early years, a11cl 110,v blessecl it is to spend and 
to be spe11t, i11 tl1c serv·ice of t11e Lord Jesus. 



T H E 

STORY OF THE MORAVIANS 

And their Work among the Eskimos 

HE s110\\' l1ad all melted, a11d a dry, 
sharp frost, ,,,ith clea11 roads and brigl1t 

_ moo11light, allo\ved a lot of the young 
foll<s from several of the villages around to join 
us 011 the third night of our gathering, ,vhich had 
become a Gospel campaign on a small scale, for 
l1undreds of old and young \\'ere brought togetl1er 
there, attracted by the story of '' Greenland's Icy 
Mountains," ,vho seldom \vent '' any,vhere '' to 
ordinary Gospel meetings ; and there \Vas fruit 
gathered to God in the con\"ersion of sinners, 
\\rhich ,,,as ,vhat ,ve aimed at and prayed for. 

F · 
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I am glad to see, said tl1e speal-::cr, a still 

larger number before me to-nigl1t, to l1ear the 

re1nai11der of m}r stor11 of the trit11111)l1s of l1e 

Gospel a1nid '' Greenla11cl's icy 1nou11tai11s,'' a11d 

I am specially gl,td to see sucl1 a 11u1nber of brigl1t 

lads amo11g 1ny l1earers. I al\\'a).:-s lil.:c to speal~ 

to lads, because it vvas ,vl1en a lad of seventeen 

tl1at I \\'as con,~erted a11d set L1pon tl1e ,,ray to 

l1eaven, ,,;l1ich, I am glacl to tell you, I l1ave foL111d 

to be a l1appy and a J)leasa11t path, ,,,itl1 many 

good companio11s and tl1e ,·ery best of e11jo}r_ 

1nc11ts, ,vitl1 tl1e ccrtai11ty of a l1ome ,,,itl1 Cl1rist 

at tl1e e11d. vVl10 l-::110\,rs but some of }'OU, clear 

lads, may yet be l1onoured in being sc11t out to 

dista11t la11cls to tell the story of redeeming love, 

and to gatl1er i11 tl1e fctr-off sl1ca \·es tl1at are 1ret 

to grace tl1e l1ea\re11ly harvest-l101ne? One tl1i11g 

)
1 0t1 must be clear about first, a11cl tl1at is, tl1at )'Oll 

l1a ve Cl1rist )'Ot1rscl \'es clS a JJCrsonal Sa \·iour, for 

110\v ca11 atl)'0ne tell of a Christ \\·l1om tl1e)" 1-::110,,,. 

11ot, or leacl otl1ers to a Sa\;iot1r ,,·horn tl1cy l1a\1e 

not tl1ernsel \·es recei \·eel? I a1n goi11g to tell 

you somethi11g to-nigl1t about a bancl of you11g 

1\1:oravians, 1nen a11d ,,,0111en-I 1nigl1t sa )' )'0U11g 

me11 a11d ,,,01ne11-,vl10 ,,,ere n1ade tl1e l1onoured 

i11strt1ments of \\1 i11ning from Gree11la11J 1s shores 

precious s0111s for tl1e Lord J es11s. 1\.1 y· stor}·p is 
trt1e, and I ,,;ill tr),. and tell it briefl)' , ,vl1ile s01ne 

-
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pictt1res of tl1e places and tl1e people are thro,,111 

u po11 the screen. 
If you lool<: at a mar) of Europe )'OU ,,rill sec 

in the Austrian Empire a province called Moravia. 

In that quiet spot there is, and l1as bee11 for 11early 
t,,ro hu11dred years, a colony of Christians \vl10 
,,,ere drive11 from their l1omes and fatherland b}r 

the fiery blast of persect1tio11, sucl1 as once raged 
amo11g our o,vn Scottish valleys, ,vhen ot1r noble 
Co,Te11a11ters ,,,ere l1t111ted o,·er l1eather, l1ill, ancl 
,ralle1, for tl1eir lo\·e of the \\1 ord of God. 

111 tl1e fifteentl1 ce11tury, some sixty 1,ears before 

tl1e v·oice of L11tl1cr ,,·as l1eard in Germa11y pro­

claiming tl1c doctri11es of the Reformatio11, a little 
ba11d of ear11est lo,·ers of the Lord united together 
as bretl1re11 i11 Christ. ,,,i tl1 " the l3ible alone as tl1eir 

creed, and tl1e la,v of Cl1rist as their rule." This 
,,,as a very simple and scriptural form of co11stitu­
tion, and, ,,,e migl1t thinl<, ,vould be allo,,,ed to 

exist ,vithout bei11g molested. But Satan does 

not lil<e the \\'ill of God to be done on earth, or 
any testimony to be raised on earth worthy of the 

Name of Jesus. This little band of Christians had 
to suffer se\rere persecution, so that tl1ey ,vere 
driven from their homes in Bohemia. But ,vl1en 

the devil's rage ,vas at its \\1orst, and the enemies 
of the Lord seemed to have gained the victory, 
the Lord raised up a deliverer. Tl1is ,vas a young 

• 



11oblema11 11a1ncd Nicl1o]as I.Je,,,.is, Cot111t of 

Zinzcndorf. Tl1is )'Oung 11obleman \\1as con\'erted 

to God i11 early life, a11d, it is said, ,,,as led to de,.,.ote 

l1i1nself a11cl his ,,,ealtl1 to tl1e cause of Christ 

COU N'r ZIC\ ZE~DOR F.· 

t11roL1gl1 seci11g a 1)ri11t of tl1e Sa\1iot1r 011 tl1c cross, 

,,,itl1 tl1e ,,·ords ,,·ritten t111cler11eatl1 : 

" This I did for thee; 
\Vhat doest thou for l'vle ?" 

This de\·oted man, l1eari11g of tl1e persecuted a11d 

suffering people, built tl1cm hot1ses near his castle 

in U 1)per L11satia, i11 Saxotl)"· This Ii ttle settle-



COUNT ZINZENDORF. 

111e11t \Vas called He,,,zhz,tt, \vhicl1 mea11s '' Tl1e 

v,r atch of tl1e Lord," a11d 110 doubt tl1e Lord did 

,,:atch ,vitl1 a lo\1 i11g eye over I-I is persect1ted people, 

\\'110 l1ad there fot1nd a sl1elter, in ,,1l1icl1 tl1ey could 

,vorship and serv·e Him as they found ,vritten in 

His \,Vord. 111 the course of a fe,\r }~ears the 

numbers \\"Crc increasccl to 600, and tl1ey made 

it tl1eir special ,vork to spread the Gospel among 

tl1e l1ea the11. 

• 
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Young Workers Called 

l\IONG those \\rho attended tl1e coro11a­

tion of Christia11 VI., King of Denmark, 

i11 Copenhagen i11 tl1e • year I 7 3 I, \\ras 

tl1e devoted Cou11t of Zinzendorf. While in 

Copenhagen l1e met t\vo young converted Green­

la11<lers \\1ho had bee11 se11t to Denmark by Ha11s 

Egede, and he \\1as told that there \Vas a likeli­

hood of the \Vorl{ i11 Greenla11d being gi\ren up 

for \Vant of helpers. Wl1en tl1e Count returned 

to H ernl1t1tt, l1e told in glo,vi11g \\'Ords \vhat he 

l1ad seen and heard of tl1e Lord's ,vork i11 Gree11-

la11d, a11d tl1crc ,,·as great i11tcrcst aroused amo11g 

tl1e Christia11s by l1i s \\·ords. 1\ s a result of tl1is 

re\"i\tcd interest i11 tl1e Sf)read of God's Gospel in 

l1eathe11dom, t,\·o of the l\1oravia11 preachers 'lolun­
teere<l to allo,,, themsel\res to be solcl as slaves so 

tl1at tl1e)' might carry the Gos1)el to tl1e island of 
St. Thoma~, i11 the \i\"e~t l11dics. 1'hen the 11 eed 



YOUNG U70RKERS CALLED. 
• 

of Gree11land ,,,as laid tnuch upon the hearts qf 

tl1e colon}' at Hernl1t1tt, a11d t\\'O rnore of tl1eir 
number, 1\/Iatthe,v Stach and Frederic}{ Boeh11ish, 

offered themsel\1es as missionaries to "Tl1e Land 
of Sno,v." 

Tl1e account, as given by l\'latthe,v Stach, of 
ho,v tl1e call of God ca1ne to himself and to 
Fred. Boeh11ish, is so exceedingly i11teresting, and 
so lil<ely to be l1elpful to young foll{s in s110,,ring 

tl1em the ,vay in ,vl1ich tl1e Lord calls and fits 
1-Iis serva11ts for some special ,vork in His vine­
yard, tl1at I ,vill give you a short 11'es1t11ze of it. 

Tl1e t,vo )'Ou11g me11 ,vere ,vorl<ing together on 

tl1e 11e\v burying-ground of the settlement called 

'' Tl1e I-I utberg.'' Speaking togetl1er one day of 
,,,hat they l1ad l1eard co11cerni11g Gree11land, it 

came out tl1at both ,vere dee1)ly exercised abot1t 

goi11g tl1erc to preacl1 the Gospel. Tl1ey agreed 
to ,,rait 011 Goel togetl1er, seel-::i11g tl1at I-Ie mig·l1t 
mal~c it clear to them ,,,I1etl1er He l1acl called 

tl1em to go. K11eeling do,v11 i11 tl1e ,vood close by, 
tl1ey pleaded the Lorcl's J)rornisc, '' If t,,,o of )7 0U 

shall agree," etc. After prayer, they arose, ,,1ith 
the in,,1ard convictio11 that God had called them 
to tl1c ,,,orl~, a11d tl1ey resol,·ed to mal~e tl1is l~no,,Tn 

to tl1eir fello,, .. - belie,·crs at I-I er11hutt, ,,,}1icl1 tl1ey 

did i11 ,vriti11g. The letter ,vas read in a pt1blic 
meeti11g, a11d ,,,as ,,·ell recei,·ed, 0111)' tl1e great 



THE STORY OF THE MORA VIA1VS. • 

difficulties of the journey, and the l1ardsl1ips tl1ey 

,vould have to endure i11 Greenland ,vere fully 

laid before them, so that they might ,vell cou11t 
the cost. Count Zinzendorf himself con\1ersed 
with them, l)ointing out the difficult task that 

lay before them, at the same time adding, " If 
you can go forth in co11fidence 011 the Lord, 
tl1en make ready for your journey, and you shall 

have my blessing and that also of the congre­
gation.'' Mean\vl1ile tl1e t,vo l1umble ,vorkmen 

continued at their daily calli11g, ,vaiting upon God 
to open up their ,vay. Tl1ere ,vcre 110 "societies '' 
in those days, ,vith large st1ms of money i11 their 

l1a11ds. These men l1acl to deal ,vitl1 God clirect, 
and receive all tl1eir SLl})plies a11d all tl1eir guid­

ance from Him alone. Nearly a ,vl1ole year 
passed, during ,vhich their patience ,vas ,vell 
tried-an experie11ce not uncommon to those \\1ho 
are desti11ed to go forth i11 their lvlaster's ser\ticc. 

At last the call a11cl tl1e \vay ,vere botl1 1nade 
clear, a11d, ,vith many fare,,·ell greeti11gs a11d 
loving cou11sels from Count Zinzenclorf a11d their 

bretl1ren, they startecl 011 tl1eir journe),.. to Gree11-
land, ,vitl1 little or anyt]1ing sa,rc ,,,I1at they \\rore. 

!11 the meantime Fred. Boeh11isl1 had to leave 
on a long journey, and otl1er t,vo had become 
exercisecl about acco1npan)ri11g 1\1Iatthe,v Stacl1 to 
Greenland. , These ,,·ere Cl1ristia11 Stacl1, l1is 
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VOU1\ 'G f,VORKERS CALLED. 

brotl1er, a11d Christia11 Da \1id, both \\1ell-l~no,vn 
a11d tried ,vorl,ers. \\1he11 t11ey arri\·ed at Cope11-

l1age11 they fou11d little sy1npatl1y tl1ere. 'I'he ki11g 
at first objected a11d sought to hi11der tl1e111, but 

their zeal so \\'On tl1e admiration of Count Pless, 

tl1e First Lord of tl1e King's Bedcl1amber, that he 
espoused their cause, and brot1ght it before the 
king, declari11g to l1is l\tlajesty tl1at " in all ages 
God l1ad made use of the feeble and despised to 

accomplish His purposes.'' These ,vords, so re­
markable from the lips of a courtier, had the 
desired effect, a11d not only did the ]~ing give 
l1is co11se11t, but ordered Count I)less to prepare 

a sl1ip ,vith all 11ecessary appliances for the 
voyage, \Vitl1 building materials and l1ousehold 

goods. Tl1e Cou11t l1imself \\'rote a letter of 
introductio11 to I-Jans Egede, cornmending the 
ne,,1-comers as de\'Oted servants of Christ. So, 
)'OLl see, ,,,J1e11 Goel se11cls forth His serv·ants He 
111akes all thi11gs to ,,,or]~ for tl1eir goocl. 

• 
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rrhe Moravians go to Greenland 
_, 

1 

LL being read)', they sailed from Copen-
I hage11 in the sl1ip Ctit·itas, or cc Cl1arity," 

= 1 on tl1e I oth of April, I 7 3 3, for the 
sl1ores of Greenla11d, amid t11e prayers a11d fond 
fare\,·ells of their friends \vl10 l1ad come to see 
tl1em depart. Leaving l1ome and all behind 
them, they set their faces to\vard the great lone 
land ,vith bur11ing l1earts, and after a sl1ort bL1t 
very stormy voyage they entered Ball's River 
on the I 3th of l\Iay. \-\' hen 11ear the sl1ore of 
Gree11land, a violent storm ,vas follo,ved b}' a 
total eclipse of tl1e sun, lasting four days, 
during \vhich tl1ey drifted in total darl~11ess amid 
fierce currents, but at last they sa\v tl1e ,,,el­
come shore, on \vhich stood a fe\v of the natives, 
for \vhose salvation they had left their peaceful 
and happy home, an<l forsaken all that earth 
holds dear. 



THE 1l10RA l7I A 1V.~"" GO TO GREE1VLA 1VD. 

Tl1e first ,,~ork of the little band of 1\1:ora vians 
after setting foot on shore, ,vas to find Ha11s Egede, 
the noble pio11eer missionary, \\1ho, ,,,ith l1is heroic 
,,,ife, had been holding the fort on Greenland's 
shores for nearly t\vel\"e years, and present to him 
tl1e letters of introduction they had received. As 
yo11 may gL1ess, they received a hearty ,velcome, 
and 1nany fervent prayers ascended to tl1e tl1rone 
from their united l1earts that 11igl1t, that they might 
be helped of God to tell forth among tl1e Green­
landers the Name of I-Iim ,vho came to seek and 
to save the lost. 

Having found a suitable spot for building, they 
1,nelt do,,111 and asl{ecl tl1at Goel ,voulcl make it 

a birtl1place of s011ls. Tl1ey bt1ilt a si1nple l1ouse 
of stone ancl earth, and gav"C it the name of 
'' X e,v Hern11utt." Otl1er l1ouses follo,vecl. They 
1)urchased a11 old boat i11 tl1e l1ope of being able 
to support themselves by seal and otl1er ki11 ds 

• 

of fishi11g. Tl1eir trials soon bega11. Seal fishing 
,,,as \"ery difficult, and they ,vere u11able to get 
other kinds of fish, for duri11g a severe storm their 
011ly boat had drifted a\vay and been dashed to 
pieces. A terrible epide1nic of small-pox carried 
a,vay 1nany of the people, and brought others 
into severe straits. The devoted Moravians did 
their utmost for the poor st1fferers dt1ring this 
a,vful time at the risk of tl1eir o,vn lives, for tl1e 
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plague \,ras of s11cl1 a 11aturc tl1at fe,\' ,,,110 ,,,ere 

smitte11 ,,,itl1 it st1rvi,:ed. 

This se\'Cre visitation did much to break do\\1n 
prejudice, a11d to gi\·e tl1e missio11aries favot1r in 

the eyes of tl1e people. They sa,v tl1at they really 

cared for them. But tl1e e1)idernic left tl1em in 
sore straits. Their supplies had been divided 

amongst tl1e sick and suff eri11g, and but for tl1e 

miract1lous i11terve11tion of God in sc11di11g tl1em 
food througl1 a stra11ge a11cl t111lool{ecl-for cha1111el 
tl1ey must l1a,·e perisl1ecl. 

One clay \\Tl1en al1nost i11 despair, a 11ati,re narned 

I I)I)age11, from a place a 1011g ,vay off, made his 
ap1Jearance, bringi11g ,\·itl1 l1im a ple11tift1l supply 

of food: l11 _011e of tl1cir \·isits i11to the cou11tr)' 

the missio11aries had met this ma11, and s110,\·ed 
l1i1n some little l(ind11ess i11 l1is 11ati,re \tillage, a11d 

no,\· he fearccl tl1ey 1night be i11 \\'ant, a11d had come 

to their help \vith st1pplies. Truly it is no vain 
thi11g to trt1st in the liv"ing Goel. He ,,,ho st1pJ)lied 

Elijah \\1itl1 bread and flesh, sending it by" ra\·e11s, 
still cares for His ser,,ants, and ca11 fi11d His 

messengers in the 1nost unlooked-for places to 

ru11 His erra11ds. He may try His serv·a11ts' faith, 
but He ,,rill ne\·er desert them. The scarcit)1 of 

food brougl1t many of the Eskimos to the settle­
ment at Ne,v Hernhutt, ,vhere they pitched tl1eir 
tents. Among these ,vas a man 11amed Mangek, 
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TIIE ll10RA VIANS GO TO GREENLA1VD. 

,vho pleaded that he might be permitted to live 
,,,.ith the missionaries, a11d act as their fisherman. 

It soo11 became evident that the Lord was dealing 
,vith this man, and his interest in the Gospel 

became very marl~ed. Of course l1is mind ,vas very 

dark, but gradually the ,vondrous story of redeem­
ing lo\i-e ,von its ,,,ay, and brought floods of tears 
do,,,n his bra\vny cheeks. He professed faith in 

Christ, and confessed Him as his Sa,,iour. No 

doubt remained i11 their minds that Mangek \\'as 
truly converted, and you may guess ,,,l1at joy 

this brought, for he ,vas the first-fruits of tl1e 

Gos1)el in clark Greenla11d for Christ tl1rough their 
labot1rs. There is a pect1liar joy o,,er the first 

sinner saved, . \vl1ether in a heathen country, a 
Christian family, or a St111day-school class. I 
shall ne\~er forget the joy I had o\~er the first 
of my compa11io11s ,vho ,,,as converted. We ,vere 

'' brotl1ers" then, and '• companio11s in C11rist," and 
many happy hot1rs ,ve spent together in 1-Iis 

• ser,11ce. 



• Little 011es Gathered to Christ 

I 

I-I E fourth year of tl1e l\'lora v"ia11s' sojot1r11 

i11 Grec11la11d cla,,T11cd 1nore f,tv·ot1rabl}'· 

... A shiJ) ,,,l1icl1 arri\·cd earl)' i11 tl1e )'Car 

brougl1t i11 it Fredericl< 13oel111isl1 a11d John Beck, 

t\.vo more of tl1c brethre11 from IIer11l1utt, true 

and faitl1ft1l men, \vl10 \Vere \Velcomcd \vitl1 great 

joy by tl1e others, and during tl1e follo,vi11g sum1ner 

a vessel arrived bri11gi11g a ple11tiful supply of 

prov"isions, ancl also l\,lattl1e\v Stacl1's mother, ,,,itl1 

l1er t,vo claugl1ters : Rosi11a, t,ve11ty-t«'o }"ears of 

age, a11tl A11na, a girl of te11, botl1 bright Christians. 

The presence of tl1ose three Cl1ristia11 females 

s0011 produced a cha11ge for tl1e better i11 the 

comforts of tl1e little missio11 statio11, \\'hich they 

had namecl '' N e,v Hernl1utt.'' The motlier gave 
l1erself to l1ouse-keeping, ,,,hile the t\vo sisters 

set tl1emselves \\'itl1 great cliligence to acquire 

the langt1age, and in a \"ery short time, Rosina 

• 



LITTLE ONES GATHERED TO CHRIST. 

\\'as able to speal~ to tl1e 11ati,re ,,,omen the glad 
ticli11gs of sal,:ation i11 tl1eir O\\rn to11gt1e. A11na 

Stach began a school for childre11, a11 d before 
long, had a number of girls gathered around her, 
to ,vhom she told the story of a Saviour's love. 
Often in the summer seaso11, ,vhen for a brief 
period the sno\vs had disappeared, and the ground 
was covered with pretty buttercups, poppies, and 
pinks, ,vould Anna Stach, accompanied by her 
class of girls, ,valk out into the valleys si11ging 
h}?mns a11d speaking of Christ. Tl1ese valleys had 
11e,rer echoed \\1 itl1 st1ch music since tl1e cla)'S that 
Leif a11d l1is corn panio11s, fiftee11 centt1ries before, 
l1ad SL111g tl1e Sa\·iour's praises tl1ere. Tl1e 11ati\·es 
gradt1ally clre\v closer to the yot111g \Yorkers, a11d 
ma11y of the cl1ildre11 ,vere allo,ved to come daily 
to An11a Stacl1's little school, ,vl1ere they learned 
to read, \V hile Rosina, her elder sister, ,vent out 
a11d in among the mothers in their huts, helping 
tl1em in many ,vays, and al,,,ays keeping before 
tl1em God's ,vay of life and peace. 



The Story of Kajarnak 

I-IE ,,?orl{ at N e,v I-J er11l1utt ]1ad gone on 

q uietl).r for some time, cspec-iall),. amo11g 

~~ii iJ the young folks, but there had been no 
further conversions amo11g il1e gro,,,11-up people. 

It often happens that God begi11s to ,,,orl{ in 
t1nexpected ,,rays, and among the least likely 

persons, for He is a SO\'ereig11 God, and His ,vays 
are past findi11g out. The S\veet st1rprises tl1at 
He so often gives His ser,,ants in bringing 

a,val{ened sinners, old ancl young, to inquire 
after the ,va y of salvation here, are shared be­
times by those ,vho go forth to distant lands to 

spread His savi11g Name among the heatl1e11. It 
,vas so i11 His ,,,ork in Greenland. 

One e,·e11i11g J 01111 Beck, ,,,ho had latel)' come 
from Europe to join tl1e colo11y, ,vas sitting in 
his hut translating a chapter of the Gospels into 
the Greenland tongue. St1ddenl)r, a number of 



TJIE .S"TORY OF J<AJARNAK. 

11at1\"es from the sot1tl1 ap1)eared, a11d 1naki11g 
their ,,,ay i11to tl1e l1ut, inquired ,,rl1at \Vas in the 

stra11ge bool{ tl1at lay 011 tl1e table. Beck read 

to tl1e1n se\·eral l)assages, i11 \\1l1ich tl1ey ma11ifested 
great i11terest, a11d told l1im tl1ey l1ad l1eard of 
these tl1ings n1a11y }?ears l)cforc. Tl1is greatly 

surprised tl1e missio11ar1,, a11cl 11e bega11 to q uestio11 
thern as to tl1e future life. 1'11ey saicl tl1ey k11e,v 

tl1at \vl1e11 tl1ey died, their sot1ls ,,,ould J)art from 

tl1eir bodies, a11d citl1er go up to Go<l or do,,111 to tl1e 

abyss. This greatly cheered tl1e ma11 of God, and 
led him to speal~ at le11gth 011 the sufferings of 

Christ, His ato11i11g death, a11d 1nigl1ty I)O\\rer to 
save tl1e chief of si1111ers. 

Tl1e leader of the company, Kajar11ak by name, 
,vas deeply i11tcrested i11 ,,,I1at l1e l1eard, a11d at 

the close of Becl~'s address l1e ,valked up to the 
table, a11d, i11 a voice trembli11g ,,,ith emotion, said, 

'' Ho\v is that? Tell me tl1at once more, for I \\"ould 

f ai11 be saved, to?." 
'' These ,vords," says J oh11 Beck in his diary, 

'' the like of ,vhicl1 I l1ad · 11ever heard from a 

Greenla11der before, kindled 1ny soul i11to ardour, 
a11d I tolcl tl1em fully of tl1e Sa\riot1r, \\1l1ile tl1e 
tears ra11 do,vn my cheeks." Some slipped a\vay, 
,vhile others listened atte11tively till tl1e end. Such 

a Gospel meeting as this had never been held in 
their day in Greenlancl. It ,,,.as the begin11i11g 
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of a har\"est. Kajar11ak said he \\rot1ld go home 

a11d tell his fa1nily, particularly his little so11, ,vl1at 
Jesus Cl1rist 11ad do11e, a11d frorn tl1at day 011,,,ard 

l1c became a regular v"isitor, a11cl at last he ,vith 

his fa1nil}' , a11d tl1ree 1nore fa1nilies of l1is frie11cls, 
rerno\·ecl tl1eir tents to N" e\v Her11l1utt, so tl1at 

tl1ey 1nigl1t l1car the Worcl of life co11tinuously. 
Kajar11al~ soo11 ma11ifested tl1at he ,,,as a true 

believer i11 Cl1rist, and as a result l1e ,vas perse­

cuted by the natives, because l1e \\1ould no lo11ger 
share in their ungodly ,,,ays, and lat1ghed at, as 

all Cl1rist's true follo,\1ers ,vill e\·er be. 
\Vhen the ,,,inter had passed, l(ajarnak a11d a 

fe\v others ,ve11t a,vay soutl1 i11 searcl1 of seals. 

It ,vas with mucl1 joy, n1ingled ,vith fear, that 
tl1e missionaries bade fare,vell to the yot1ng 

believers. They \\·ere going a\\"ay i11to a l1eathen 

country, ,vl1ere rna11y temptations a,vaited tl1ern. 

If tl1ey stood true to Cl1rist, tl1ey might be the 
rnea11s of blessing to rna11y, a11d carry tl1e light 

of the Gos1)el into dark places ,vhere it had 
11ever sl1onc ; if tl1ey fell, great disl1011our ,,,.ould 

be brought upo11 the Name of the L orcl, ,,1l1ose 

follo,vers tl1ey l1ad OJ)e11ly 1Jrofessed to be. 
A ,vhole year passed, and no 11c,,ls had come 

from Kajar11ak, so that the pepple at Ne,v Hernhutt 
,,,.ere gro\vi11g anxious about l1im. One day, ,vl1en 
tl1e little settlement ,,,as a scene of rejoici11g o,,:ing 
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THE STORY OF KA/ARNAK. 

to the marriage of Frederick Boeh11ish vvith 
Anna Stach, ,vho shoulcl ,valk i11to the midst of 
the festive company but l(ajar11al{, bringi11g ,,,ith 
him l1is brother, for ,vhose conversio11 he had 
watched and vvaited all these 1no11tl1s. 1\s y"OU 

may gt1ess, tl1ey had a \varm ,velco1ne, and their 
presence added much to the joy of tl1at l1appy 
day. 

The 11e,vs of Kajar11ak's co11version, and his 
decided Christia11 testimony i11 tl1e soutl1, ,vas the 
means of bri11gi11g many of l1is cou11trymen to 
l1ear tl1e vVord of life. 111 the diary of 011e of 
the Moravia11 missionaries, ,vritte11 se\'eral years 
after Kajarnak's co11versio11, ,,,e find tl1e follo,ving 
entry:-" Our Samuel Kajar11ak, by the visit he 
made to the soutl1 country after his baptism, dre,v 
a trai11 of three or four hu11dred natives after him, 
,vho all forsook their d ,veiling-places, a11d no,v li\1e 
at N e,v Her11l1utt." Surely this ,vas a good report 
of l(ajarnak's testimo11y. Various attempts \vere 
made to entice him back to his old ,vays, but they 
all failed. The Lord, ,vl1om he trL1sted, preser\ted 
him. On 011e occasion he ,,1as pressed hard by 
some of his relatives to join with them in a yearly 
dance at the Sun-feast, ,vhen they ,,1elcome back 
the long-lost sun at the close of winter, but his 
reply ,vas, "I have no,v another Sun, even Jesus, 
,vho l1as arisen i11 1ny l1eart." \Vell ,vould it be 



THE STORY OF THE 1110RAVIA1\'S. 

if every 011e ,,,ho professes to 1<110,v Cl1rist, could 
gi ,,.e a 1 i ke a11s,,,er. 

Soo11 after l1is retur11 to Ne,,, Hcr11ht1tt, Kajar11alc 

,,·as seized ,vitl1 a st1dde11 ill11ess, fro111 ,,,l1icl1 l1e 

ne,·er recov·erecl. 1'11e little band of tl1e Lord's 

clisci 1)les gathered arou11cl l1i1n i11 pra)'er, i11 ,vl1icl1 
l1e joi11cd ; a11cl ,,, l1c11 • he sa ,,, some of tl1e1n ,,,eep­

i11g, l1e saicl," Do 11ot be griC\"ed for me. Belie\·ers 

,,,I1e11 tl1e}" die go to tl1e Sa,1iour, a11d partal{e of 

His eter11al joy. \Ve s11all see 011e a11otl1er ag·ai11, 

before tl1e tl1ro11c of tl1e La111 b." vVl1ile they were 

speal<i11g, l1e bo,,,.ed l1is l1ead upo11 his l1a11ds a11d 

quiet!}' passecl a,,,ay. Had there bcc11 110 otl1er 

results of all tl1e labour spc11t on tl1e Esl~irnos of 

Gree11lancl tha11 that 011c si1111er sa \'ed a11cl safely 

la11decl i11 glory, it ,voulcl l1ave bee11 ample retur11, 

for tl1c valL1c of 011c sot1l ,vl10 ca11 tell? 

• 
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The Light Still Shini11g 
• 

nKCOURAGED by the i11terest ma11i­
fested by the Eski1nos in tl1e Gospel, 

J a11d the fruit that l1ad bee11 gathered 
• 

after 1011g toil, tl1e l\1ora,.ria11s lo11ged to go further 
afield. \Vl1en this 11e,vs reacl1ed Mattl1e,v Stacl1, 
,vho had gone to Et1rope for rest a11d cl1ange, 
he at once \~0It111teered to retur11 to Greenla11d, 
a11cl tal~e tl1e lead i11 this 11c,v effort. He 
arrived \vitl1 t,vo other ,vorkers, a11d, after 
spe11di11g a short time at N e,v Her11hutt, they 
set out along the coast to seel< a site for a nc,v 
settlement, ,vl1icl1 tl1ey fou11d on the a11niversary of 
their first arri,1al i11 Gree11la11d exactly t\,,e11ty-fi\7e 
years before. 1 .. o tl1is 11e,,, colo11y tl1ey gave tl1e 

11arne of "Licl1te11fels," or '' The. Light of tl1e 
Rock," and, after reari11g a simple house a11d 
meeti11g - I)lace there, the light of tl1e glorious 
Gosr)cl bcga11 to sl1ecl its rays abroad on t11at 
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rocky shore. Four families, co11sisting of thirty-
• four persons, formed the e11tire colo11y for t\\10 

years; then others gatl1ered arot111d, t1ntil at tl1e 
end of the fourth year, tl1erc ,,,ere quite as ma11y 
families at Licl1te11fels as at N e,v I-Ier11hutt. 

A third settleme11t ,vas establisl1ed i11 tl1e soutl1, 
11ot far from Cape l;are,vell, a11d, by the blessing of 
God upo11 tl1e Gos1)el preacl1ed, many ,vcre co11-
verted. And st1ch ,vas tl1e tcsti1no11y bor11c by tl1e 
lives of tl1ese co11 verted Esl(i1nos, ig11orant as tl1cy 
,,·ere, that traders and ,,,hale fisl1ers ,,,ho visited 

their coast, bore ,vit11ess that their li,Tes ,vere more 
like true Cl1ristians tha11 1nany i11 Europe ,,,ho 
k11e,v a great deal more. But tl1ougl1 tl1e ,vorl<: 
\\

7ent on, the ,vorkers ,vere one after a11other 
gathered home. Frederick Boeh11ish ,vas the first 
of the noble ba11d of pio11eers \vl10 had braved tl1e 
storm and bor11e tl1e burde11 of the days of trial, 
to be called to his rest. He quietly passed a\vay 
on tl1e 29tl1 of July, I 763, a11d ,,,as buried i11 
the land of s110,v, ,vl1ere he had spe11t t,\1enty­
nine years of l1is life, telling the people " tl1e olcl, 
old story of Jesus and His love." Layi11g l1is 
ha11d te11derly on the l1ead of his little bO)', ,vl10 
,vas bro11ght to his bedside by l1is 1notl1er, he 
gave him his blessing, and the11 ,vitl1 much joy 
exclai1ning, '' lVI y dear Saviour is no,v come to 
take me l1ome," he fell aslee1J. Some of the years 
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THE LIGI-IT STILL Sl-f/1Vll\1G. 

tl1at follo\\'ed ,,·ere i11tensely colcl, tl1c i11lets bci11g 
solicl ice, so tl1at tl1e '' l~a):a]~s ., cot1ld 11ot be L1sed, 

)'Ct . i11 tl1e 111iclst o.f all tl1is tl1c Lord's scr\·a11ts 

,,,ere preser\red a11d l~ept l1appy. One, i11 departi11g 

to Et1rope to end l1is days, saicl, '' I l1a\re spent • 

t,venty years of my life i11 this lancl, and ,,·ould 

,villi11gly spe11d as many more, to l1ave my sl1are 

of the 1nerC)" a1!d grace no,,, e11joyed amo11g t1s." 

Recent explorers and travellers tell of l1appy 

gatheri11gs of cl1ildren a11d you11g foll{ to si11g 

tl1e sa1ne l1,,1n11s of Gospel grace a11d lov·e, a11cl 
~ ~ 

to repeat texts a11cl 1)ortio11s of tl1e same Seri ptures 
,1s ,,·e use i11 ot1r Su11cla y-scl1ools a11d n1eeti11gs 

l1ere. And l1ere a11d tl1ere alo11g tl1e easter11 and 

\\1estern shores, tl1e lam J) of the Gospel still casts 

its glimmeri11g ligl1t amid tl1e darl~11ess. Tl1e 
J)Opulation l1as bec11 greatly rccluced by influenza 

and other epidemics ,,·itl1i11 recent years, altl1ougl1 

it is estimated tl1cre may be 11early te11 thousa11d 

of a populatio11 in Danish Greenla11d. 111 the 

sot1th and ,vest tl1ey all are tat1gl1t to read a11d 

,vrite, and no11e are 110\v fou11d tl1ere ,vho practise 

1)agan rites, althoL1gl1 ma11y are yet ,vitl1out Christ, 

and i11 need of His blessed Gospel. May the 

Lord stir up His I)eople-and especial I 1, those ,,,ho 

are young i11 years, ,vhose lives are yet t.o live­
to tl1i11k of tl1e needy souls ,,1110 d,vell on these 

inhospitable shores. May the simple story that 
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• I l1a\rc tried to tell you, be t1sed in sl10,,,ing tl1ose 

,vho are yet t1nsaved their need of a Saviour, and 
the ,vay of life and peace. And may those \\1110 
are already sa,,.ed be stirred up to remember the 
lone land of sno,,,, and to help to speed tl1e Gospel 

there, ,vhich alone can give the sinner rest and 

peace. And ,vhen that glad morning breaks, and 
the redeemed of the Lord, all sa,.,ed b)" S0\1ereign 

grace, shall be gathered from every land and 
sea, around the throne of God and the Lamb, 
110\v pleasa11t it ,,,ill be to meet i11 tl1e midst of 

that celestial throng, tl1ose ,vho toiled for Christ, 
and tl1ose ,,,ho ,vere ,von by tl1eir i11cessant labot1rs 

for tl1e Lord Jesus, amid 

,: GREENLAND'S Icv MOUNTAINS." 
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