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A FOREWORD

One who has been for twenty-five years entrusted
with the stewardship of directing the affairs of the
China Inland Mission in the North American home
field, as Mr. Frost has, has had occasion to learn much
about God’s faithfulness. And, as he once pointed
out to the writer, Mr. Frost has come to count God’s
faithfulness as far more dependable and important
than man’s faith. From the riches which he has
found God is ready to lavish upon those who commit
themselves to him in prayer, the author of this book
brings some of his best treasures for the devotional
life of those who would travel with him day by day
in a prayer excursion through the Old Testament.

That these prayer studies are rewarding will be
testified to by the many who have already had access
to them in the pages of ‘‘Daily Bible,”’ the magazine
of The World’s Morning Watch. Still others have
been put under obligation to Mr. Frost through his
wise and searching discussions of problems of the
prayer life in the columns of The Sunday School
Times. Thus his name and the privileges of prayer
have come to be associated together with special
reason.

One may be prepared for surprises in following
these meditations. That Lord who says, ‘‘Behold, I
make all things new,’’ can enable one whose life is
made ever new by him to reveal new things to others.
And this is one of the charms of the book. Over and
over again, from the opening passage in the third
chapter of Genesis which reveals a prayer where the

average reader would see none, on through the ex-
111



iv A FOREWORD

porience of abandoned Hagar and her babe in the
wilderness when we are shown that it was the bahe’s
prayer, not the discouraged mother’s, that God heard,
and again when a two-word prayer of Abraham’s
at the climax of the supreme test of his life shows us
the greatness of the man of faith, these prayer
studies bring us into a recurring challenge of the un-
expected, and show us how little we know of both the
Bible and prayer.

The book reveals the peril of answered prayer, the
folly of praying small, the variety of God’s ways of
answering prayer, our unceasing need of prayer, the
cure for fear. It satisfies by declining to attempt to
explain all mysteries. It encourages the faint-
hearted in prayer as it assures us that we shall ‘‘one
day stand awed before the discovery that not a
prayer of ours for the righting of the wrong has been
lost.”” It invites to patient endurance in prayer,
reminding us that the crown is not always given on
the same day as the cross. There are rich wayside
lessons on the wonders of the grace of God. Our need
of continued learning is urged in the reminder that
‘‘all the godly men who have ever lived have sought
to make what learning they have obtained the means
of obtaining more learning.’’ The lesson that Elijah,
as a man of prayer, was the man for the hour, is over-
topped by the lesson that, above all, there was a God
for the hour; and that our God is always such. And
that the man who prays must sooner or later become
a man who sings is brought to us in the experience
of the ‘‘uneloquent’’ Moses. The love of poetry
which has made itself prominent in Mr. Frost’s life
comes out here —for many have had occasion to be
grateful to him for his own consecrated gift of song.

It is good that the reader is not allowed to finish
the book without a vision of ‘‘the final victory of the
Christ upon this earth,’’ when our Lord shall return
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and ‘‘make this world what it ought to have been
from first to last.”’

The book is more than a study of prayer; it is a
study also of men who prayed, and men of vastly dif-
ferent types, so that we can all find our encourage-
ment and guidance in these pages. But it is pre-
eminently a discovering to us of the riches of our
privilege in prayer. The message of the whole is
that ‘‘prayer turns trembling saints into great vic-
tors.”” How thankful we may be that God gives us,
through such a book as this, his own invitation to take
up a lasting abode in the faith roll of victors!

CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL.
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MEN WHO PRAYED

Prayer is the most potential thing in the world.
It is not that prayer is anything, but rather that God
is everything., For prayer lays hold on God, or, more
accurately, permits God to lay hold on man, so that it
brings God into human affairs as the Infinite One.
And when the Almighty is in the midst of things he
proves himself to be the invincible, all-conquering
God.

So then the man who praysis the most potential man
in the world. It is not that man is anything, but
rather that God is everything. For the man who
prays puts himself in his true place as a suppliant,
and God in his true place as the Benignant and Benef-
icent One. And when God’s grace is thus set free
it flows earthward in floods of blessing so that the
desert places of life are made to rejoice and blossom
as the rose.

‘What we need then in this world is prayer. And
what is necessary to obtain prayer is to secure men
who will pray. Not men who will think about prayer,
or will talk about prayer, or will purpose some time or
other to take time for prayer, but who will now and
continually pray. Theorizing and good intentions do
not move the arm that moves the world. What does
this is nothing else or less than sacrificial prayer.
““This kind goeth not out save by prayer and fast-
ing!”’

1
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But the best way to learn how to pray—aside from
praying—is to contemplate the lives of those who
have prayed. If the Apostles had watched and lis-
tened to Jesus when he was praying there would have
been less need for them to come to him with the pe-
tition: ‘‘ Teach us to pray.”’” And, no doubt, Timothy
and Titus learned most from Paul about prayer, not
from his epistles, but from his life and practice. To
gee and hear a man pray is to have the lesson of prayer
reduced to its utmost simplicity, and, at the same
time, to have its effect raised to its highest power.
‘We ourselves do best when we have the vision of others
doing their best. This is the potency of personal ex-
ample and influence.

So it is our purpose to meditate upon prayer. But
we are going to do this by meditating upon the lives
of those who have prayed. Passing chronologically
through the record of the Old Testament, it will be
our sacred privilege to gaze upon this and that saint
as he is upon his knees before Jehovah, to look into his
upturned face and to listen to his out-poured peti-
tions. And in this secret place, and holy exercise,
even while we seek to learn how to pray, may we too
bend the knees in prayer—and pray!

Adam. G@enesis 3:8-13.

8. And they heard the voice of Jehovah God walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day: and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of Jehovah God amongst the trees of the garden. 9.
And Jehovah God called unto the man, and said unto
him, Where art thou? 10. And he said, I heard thy
voico in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself. 11. And he sard, Who told
thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou ecaton of the
treo, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest
not cat? 12. And tho man said, The woman whom
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thou gavest to be willh me, she gave me of the tree,
and 1 did cat. 13. And Jehovah God said unto the
woman, What s this thow hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did cal.

This is the first passage in Holy Secripture which
records a prayer. For the words of Adam and Eve
in the above verses amount to this. It is the kind
of prayer which lost souls may utter, namely, a cry,
and in its lowest form, namely, confession. Adam
and Eve had prayed before this, for prayer is com-
munion with God, and it is evident before the fall
that this was a frequent experience with them. But
now, they have disobeyed, having eaten the forbid-
den fruit, and when Jehovah—dJesus in angelic form
—comes into the garden in the ‘‘cool of the day,’’
seeking for his usual intercourse of fellowship and
love, they flee from his holy presence and have no
communion to give. But Jehovah’s love was one
that would not let them go, and the divine voice called
his shrinking creatures to his side. There, he drew
from them the whole sad story of their sin and
shame. This was in grace. And the answers, for the
most part, were honestly given. Thus the way was
opened for God to pronounce in their hearing that
wondrous promise concerning the Seed, (verse 15;
Galatians, 3:16), who was to bring redemption by
bruising the serpent’s head. Moreover, Adam and
Eve believed. Thereupon Jehovah, having shed the
blood of presumably, two lambs, took their skins and
clothed his children with them. Adam and Eve,
therefore, though they brought ruin upon the human
race, were forgiven their sin, and are among the re-
deemed. And all this came to pass, through stand-
ing in the presence of Jehovah, and making a clean
breast of sin. Confession is not pleasant to any one.
But it is the best way, for it is the only pathway to
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pardon and blessing. Where any soul ever honestly
confesses sin, God openly and forever forgives sin;
(I John, 1:9).

Abel. Genests 4:1-T.

1. And the man knew Eve his wife; and she con-
ceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a
man with the help of Jehovah. 2. And again she
bare hus brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3. And
in process of time it came to pass, that Cawn brought
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto Jehovah.
4. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof. Amnd Jehovah had respect
unto Abel and to his offering: 5 but unto Cain and
to hus offering he had mnot respect. And Cain was
very wroth, and his countenance fell. 6. And Je-
hovah said unto Cawn, Why art thouw wroth? and why
@s thy countenance fallen? 7. If thou doest well,
shalt thouw mnot be accepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin coucheth at the door: and unto thee shall be
his desire, and thow shalt rule over him.

This story of Cain and Abel records man’s first
act of believing worship outside of the Garden of
IEden. It does not give us any words of prayer in
connection with the worship offered. DBut it describes
the act of worship, and this in itself is prayer. Adam
and Eve had been instructed by God to worship him
through a slain lamb, and then without doubt, they
had instructed their sons to offer their worship in
the same manner. So it was that these two sons
came into the presence of God for worship, the
younger with a slain lamb, and the elder with no
lamb but with the {ruit of the ground. And God ac-
cepted the one. But he rejected the other. For the
slain lamb signified to God acknowledged sin and the
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merits of the Christ who was to come, while the fruit
represented unacknowledged sin and pretended self-
righteousness. But note the long-suffering grace of
Jehovah. Cain had evidently turned from the altar
to his home, angry of heart and with his countenance
fallen. Nevertheless Jehovah follows him there,
points out a lamb—the word ‘‘sin’’ means sin-offer-
ing—which was crouching at his hut door and tells
him that the lamb’s desire shall be unto him and
that he shall rule over him. Cain, therefore, had a
second chance. DBut as the outcome shows, he re-
jected this extended mercy. He refused to shed the
blood of the lamb; and so it was that he ended by
shedding the blood of his brother. Abel, on the con-
trary, continued to walk in fellowship with God; and
later he had the high privilege of becoming the first
martyr. Such are the differences of worship in at-
titnde and outcome.

Abram. Genests 15:1-7.

1. After these things the word of Jehoval came
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear mnot, Abram:
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 2.
And Abram said O Lord Jehovah, what wilt thow
giwve me, seeing I go clildless, and he that shall be
possessor of my house is Eliezer of Damascus? And
Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed:
(and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir). 4.
And, behold, the word of Jehovah came unto him,
saying, This man shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine
heir. 5. And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look mow toward heaven, and number the stars, sf
thouw be able to number them: and he said unto him,
So shall thy seed be. 6. And he believed in Jeho-
vah: and he reckoned st to haim for righteousness. 1.
And he said unto him, I am Jehovah that brought
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thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land
to inherit at.

In this passage we have the first record, subsequent
to the fall, of intercommunion between God and a
worshipper with the intercommunion expressed in
words. The two speakers were Jehovah and Abram,
and the intercourse was intimate in nature and far-
reaching in consequence. And it is interesting to
note that God began the conversation, answering
Abram’s thoughts rather than his words, and draw-
ing out from him thus the expression of his heart
sorrow and longing. Abram had given up much for
God; (12:4). But it secemed to him as if Jehovah
had taken little account of this, for he had failed to
give him that which alone could satisfy his life,
namely, a child and heir. And hence, on Abram’s
part, a bowed head, and a fearful heart! It was just
then that Jehovah spoke, and drew out from Abram
his prayerful petition: ‘‘Fear not, Abram: I am thy
shield and thy exceeding great reward.’’ And then
he added: ‘‘He that shall come forth out of thine
own bowels shall be thine heir.’’ Thereupon Jeho-
vah brought Abram out into the field and pointed
to the stars saying: ‘‘So shall thy seed be!’’ And
Abram belicved God and it was counted unto him
for righteousness. So in due time, the man of prayer
and faith saw his child and heir. And he named him
Isnac, which means, laughter. How encouraging all
this is. God does not need to wait until we put our
heart-desires into words; he knows our thoughts afar
off. Also, God takes the initiative in prayer, draw-
ing out into expression our heart-longings, in order
that he may make them the occasion of answering
our petitions. And, finally, he answers us beyond
our highest expectations, for when we ask for one
thing he gives us that thing and a host of things be-
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sides; and when weo finally behold these, they arc
like the stars, not only in number, but also in beauty
and glory.

Genests 17:15-18.

15. And GQod said unto Abraham, As for Sarat thy
wife, thow shalt not call her name Saraz, but Sarah
shall her name be. 16. And I will bless her, and more-
over I will give thee a son of her: yea, I will bless her,
and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples
shall be of her. 17. Then Abraham fell upon his
face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be borne unto him that is a hundred years old? and
shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18. And
Abraham said unto God, Oh that Ishmael might live
before thee!

Men had found that it was well to pray, since God
was quick to answer, and such saints as Abram be-
came bolder and bolder in prayer, as their lives
lengthened out. But men then, as since, made mis-
takes in praying, asking for little when they might
have asked for much, or asking for the wrong thing
when they ought to have asked for the right thing.
In the present instance, Abram made a serious mis-
take. It was a case of reaping, even in prayer, what
he had sown. For his faith had failed through long
waiting, and he had gotten a child before the ap-
pointed time by a miserable trick; (16:1-4). It was
all unworthy of the one who had believed the promise
of God. So when God gently but firmly insisted
upon his own way, in order that the promised bless-
ing might be given to Abraham and to his seed for-
ever, all that Abram could do was to ery out: ‘‘O,
that Ishmael might live before thee!’> And God
answered the prayer; (verse 20). Ishmael did live.
But what has been the result? The Ishmaelites, that
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ig, the Arabians; and then Mohammedanism, and then
a scourge of fire and blood in Asia and Europe. And
as Ishmael mocked Isaac upon the day of his wean-
ing, (21:8, 9), 50 Mohammedanism has mocked Chris-
tianity ever since, it being the stoutest, bitterest foe
it has. So then, it is a solemn thing to become im-
patient with God and to try to obtain a coveted bless-
ing in some other time and way than the one ap-
pointed. God will often grant an answer, under such
conditions. But the answer will be more in judg-
ment than in blessing. That is a terrible word in
Psalms 106:15: ‘‘He gave them their request, but
sent leanness into their soul.”” Beware of such an ex-
perience !

Genests 18:27-33.

27. And Abraham answered and sard, Behold now,
I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, who
am but dust and ashes: 28 peradventure there shall
lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all
the city for lack of five? And he said, I unll not de-
stroy #, of I find there forty and five. 29. And he
spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will
not do st for the forty’s sake. 30. And he said, Oh
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: perad-
venture there shall thirty be found there. And he
said, I will not do 4, if I find thirty there. 31. And
he said, behold now, I have taken upon me to speak
unto the Lord: peradventure there shall be twenty
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for
the twenty’s sake. 32. And he said, Oh let not the
Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: per-
adventure ten shall be found there. And he saud, I
will not destroy it for the ten’s sake. 33. And Je-
hovah went his way, as soon as he had left communing
with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.
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Abram is now over one hundred years old. Ile has
had his name changed from Abram—which means a
high father—to Abraham—which mecans a father of a
multitude; (17:5)—and he has heard the covenant
affirmed and reaffirmed. The effect of this upon
Abraham is to strengthen his faith, to encourage him
to make larger ventures in prayer, and to give him
to hope as not before in the abundant mercics of
God. As for God, he is proving to Abraham that he
is indeed his shield and reward. Hence, when Je-
hovah came down to judge the guilty city of Sodom,
he says: ¢‘Shall I hide from Abraham that thing
which I do?’’ Jehovah never thought for a moment
of divulging his sacred secret to poor backslidden
Lot in Sodom. But Abraham was a man whose heart
was perfect toward him, who was steadily learning
his lessons, and whom he could call his ¢‘friend,”’
(James 2:23). So he took his friend into his confi-
dence. But no sooner had he done so than there
sprang from Abraham’s heart and lips—just as God
intended there should do—a torrent of petition.
‘““Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the
wicked?’’ ‘‘Peradventure there be fifty, peradven-
ture there shall lack five of the fifty; peradventure
there shall be forty, thirty, twenty, ten there?’’ Abra-
ham has become bold in his old age. Note as further
evidence of this his challenging word: ¢‘Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right?’’ ‘And besides,
for the first time, he has become an intercessor. For-
merly, his thought was upon himself. Now, it goes
forth to his nephew Lot, and to those with him. And
so it is with all those who learn to pray, and who
grow in grace and in knowledge as they pray. They
go from faith to faith and from strength to strength.

Lot. Genesis 19:17-22,
17. And it came to pass, when they had brought
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them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life;
look not bohind thee, noither stay thow 1n all the Plain;
escape to the mountain, lost thow be consumed. 18.
And Lot said unto them, O, not so, my lord: 19 be-
hold now, thy servant hall found favor in thy sight,
and thou hast magnified thy loving kindness, which
thow hast showed unto mo in saving my lfe; and I
cannot escape to the mountain, lest evil overtake me,
and I diec: 20 behold now this city is near to flee
unto, and it is @ little one. O, let mo escape thither,
(is it not a little one?) and my soul shall lLive. 21.
And ho said unto him, Sce, I have accepted thee con-
cerning thas thing also, that I will not overthrow the
city of which thou hast spoken. 22. Haste thee, es-
cape thither; for I cannot do anything till thow bde
come thither. Therefore the name of the city was
called Zoar.

Taking it for granted that Lot was a child when
he lived in Ur, he must have been, when he was in
Sodom, about sixty years of age. So then he had had
a good opportunity to know God. But he had made
a sad failure of it all. Not that he did not believe in
God, and, in his inmost heart hate sin, (II Peter 2:7) ;
but simply this, he had become a double minded man
and he was unstable in all his ways; (James 1:8).
Hence, he had come to be, amongst other things, small
minded in his prayer life. One can not imagine Lot
keeping in Sodom the ‘‘morning watch,’’ for a few
mornings alone with God would have put him out of
that place and would have sent him back to Abraham
with a big confession of sin. What his prayer life
probably meant was this, he prayed when he got into
trouble. It follows then, that he prayed small, ask-
ing only for those things which concerned himself and
which would get him out of some present distress.
Hence, his prayer as recorded in verses 18-20: “‘Ob,
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not so my Lord; behold now, thy servant hath found
favor in thy sight, and thou hast magnificd thy lov-
ing kindness which thou hast showed unto me in
saving my life; and I cannot escape to the moun-
tain, lest evil overtake me, and I die; behold now, this
city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one; oh, let
me cscape thither (is it not a little one?) and my
soul shall live.”” And yet the God of grace heard
and answered even such a prayer as this. But think
of what the God of holiness must have thought of his
lc;]}ild and servant. If you want to pray big, live
ig.

Ishmael. QGenesis 21:14-19.

14. And Abraham rose up early in the morning,
and took bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and gave her the
child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wan-
dered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 15. And the
water in the boltle was spent, and she cast the child
under one of the shrubs. 16. And she went, and sat
her down over against him a good way off, as it were a
bow-shot: for she said, Let me not look upon the death
of the clvld. And she sat over against him, and lifted
up her voice, and wept. 17. And God heard the voice
of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of
heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar?
fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad
where he 1s. 18. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him
 thy hand; for I will make him a great nation. 19.
And God opened hor eyes, and she saw a well of
water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water,
and gave the lad drink.

It went hard with Abraham before he had gotten
through with his sin in bringing Ishmael into the
world, and he found, as others have done, that while
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it tnkes only a moment to sow a handful or two of
seed, it takes a long time to reap the harvest thereof.
For the day eame—as God had promised—when Isaac
was born. And then also, the sad day came when
Abraham, commanded by God, had to take Ilagar,
the bond woman, and Ishmael, the beloved son, and
put them far away from his sight, turning them out
into the wilderness. Nevertheless, note God’s over-
flowing grace. Ie tells Abraham that he will be with
Hagar and Ishmael, and that out of Ishmael, as well
as out of Isaac, shall come a great nation. Then came
the desert, the water spent in the bottle, the putting
down of the child under a bush, the apparent end of
all resources, and hence, threatened thirst, and star-
vation and death. But God was watching over all,
and his love and power were boundless. Hagar, ap-
parently was too much absorbed with her grief to
pray; and it may be that she was too angry at Sarah
and Abraham to be willing to pray. But not so with
Ishmael. ‘‘God heard the voice of the lad.’”’ And
this became Jehovah’s opportunity to act. At once
he spoke to Hagar; in another moment, he had shown
her a well of water; and in still another moment, the
poor lad’s life was saved. We do not know what
Ishmael said when he cried beneath the bush. Prob-
ably he did not say anything., It is not necessary for
a babe to speak i order to get a mother’s love and
care; and it was sufficient to God that his helpless
child in a desert place had cried out in deep distress.
So then, ehild of God, if you can not pray in the day
of calamity, just ery. There is a loving and power-
ful Watcher above who will hear and answer.

Abraham. Genesis 22:1-12.

1. And #t came to pass after these things, that God
did prove Abraham, end samd unto him, Abraham:
and he said, Iere am 1. 2. And he said, Take now
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thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, cven Isaac,
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him
there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of. 3. And Abraham rose early
in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and Tie
clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God had told him.
4. On the third day Abraham Ufted up his eyes, and
saw the place afar off. 5. And Abraham said unto
his young men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and
the lad will go yonder ; and we will worship, and come
again to you. 6. And Abraham took the wood of the
burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and
he took tn his hand the fire and the kwmife; and they
went both of them together. 7. And Isaac spake unto
Abraham hes falher, and satd, My father: and he said,
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the fire and
the wood: but where is the lamd for a burnt offering?
8. And Abraham said, God will provide hamself the
lambd for a burnt offering, my son: so they went both
of them together. 9. And they came to the place
which God had told Iim of; and Abraham buidt the
altar there, and laid the wood tn order, and bound
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the
wood. 10. And Abdbraham stretched forth his hand,
and took the knife to slay his son. 11. And the angel
of Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham; and he satd, Here am I. 12.
And he said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither
do thou any thing unto ham: for now I know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son, from me.

Abraham, arguing naturally, might well have con-
cluded that he was about at an end of his bitter ex-
periences. But God had other conceptions of what
his servant needed, and presently he asked of him to
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endure and suffer yot more. Yet Abraham did not
falter, though God asked the hardest possible thing
of him. IFor when God said: ¢‘Take now thy son,
thine only son whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get
thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for
a burnt offering,’’ he did exactly what he was told
to do. IHHo arose early in the morning, prepared the
wood for the altar, saddled the ass, took his son,
and started for Moriah. And he never stopped jour-
neying till he got there. And when he was there, he
built an altar, he laid his son and his heir upon it,
and he prepared to kill him, in a devoted act of God-
fearing worship. We do not know that Abraham had
prayed aloud during any of the past three days, and it
is probable that he did not. There are times when
the heart is too tense for the lips to express its
thoughts, and it is likely that this was one of them.
But presently a Voice called and that broke Abra-
ham’s silence. And what was the expression of his
communion with God? Only this. ‘‘Here am I;’’ or
more literally, ‘‘Here I!”> This was a short prayer
indeed. But it meant everything. Like Lord Ten-
nyson’s prayer, ‘‘O, thou Infinite; Amen!’’ it cov-
cred all that ten thousand words might have expressed.
It is plain that sometimes short praying is very good
praying.

Eliezer. Genests 24:6-12.

6. And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that
thou bring not my son thither again. 7. Jehovah, the
God of heaven, that took me from my father’s house,
and from the land of my nativity, and who spake unto
me, and who sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed
will I give this land; he shall send his angel before
thee, and thou shalt take a wife for my son from
thence. 8. And if the woman be not willing to fol-
low thee, then thow shalt be clear from this my oath;
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only thou shall not bring my son thither again. 9.
And tho servant put his hand under the thigh of Abra-
Lam his mastor, and sware to him concerning this mat-
ter. 10. And the scrvant took ten camels, of the
camels of his master, and deparied, having all goodly
things of his master’s ¢n lus hand: and he arose, and
went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 11.
And he made the camels to kneel down without the city
by the well of water at the time of evening, the time
that womon go out to draw water. 12. And he said,
O Jchovah, the God of my master Abraham, send
me, I pray thee, good speed this day, and show kind-
sness unto my master, Abraham.

Abraham was a fortunate man, for he had a good
servant. Indeed, Eliezer was so good that it is almost
a question which was the better, the servant or the
master. Remember this; Eliezer, until Isaac was
born, was heir to all that Abraham had. Remember
also, that Abraham now asked him to go and get Isaac
a bride, which was almost sure to put him out of tho
line of succession. And then remember, that the
servant never once murmured, showed no resentment
or jealousy, and fulfilled his commission faithfully
and loyally to the end. Morecover, he showed, as his
master had done, that he too was a man of prayer;
and that he had learned how to pray in a supremely
unselfish and devoted manner: “‘And he said, O Je-
hovah, the God of my master Abraham, send me I
pray thee good speed this day, and show kindness
unto my master, Abraham!’’> And it was a wonder-
ful answer which he got from God. The reply was
not as quickly given as the reply to Abraham at the
altar. CGod has different ways of answering prayer,
and this one was one of slow processes. Neverthe-
less, it was just as certain and sure. Ifor stop by
step God drew the godly and praying servant to his
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goal. Thus, in due time, Eliezer saw standing before
him a ‘‘damsel who was very fair to look upon,’’ and
later he heard her glad consenting word: “‘I will
go.”” So he brought Rebekah back to Abraham and
Isaac, and Isaac took her and loved her and was com-
forted And the moral of the story is this: God is
no respecter of persons, but will as quickly accept of
the life and hear the prayer of a servant as he will
that of a servant’s master.

Isaac. Genesis 25:19-24,

19. And these are the generations of Isaac, Abra-
ham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac: 20 and Isaaq was
forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter
of Bethuel the Syrian of Paddanaram, the sister of
Laban the Syrian, to be his wife. 21. And Isaac en-
treated Jehoval for his wife, because she was barren:
and Jehovah was entreated of him, and Rebekah his
wife concewed. 22. And the children struggled to-
gether within her; and she said, If it be so, where-
fore do I lwe? And she went to inquire of Jehovah.
23. And Jehovah said unto her,

Two nations are wn thy womb,

And two peoples shall be separated even from thy

bowels:

And the one people shall be stronger than the other

people;

And the elder shall serve the younger.

24. And when her days to be delivered were ful-
filled, behold, there were twins in her womb.

Abraham died at the age of one hundred and sev-
enty-five. And he had not lived in vain. For be-
sides his long and fruitful testimony to God in the
midst of evil days, he left behind him one who bore
his name and worshipped his God. And Isaac was
no mean successor to the father of the faithful. Ie
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had wutched his father, as boys do, and had seen that
the Lord was with him. So he had concluded, on his
own account, that Jehovah was the living God, and
was worthy of all worship. Hence, he served Jeho-
vah as his father had dome. And God quickly re-
sponded; (verse 11). But the old story of disap-
pointed hope and of foreboding fear was lived over
again. As in the case of Abraham, so now in the
case of Isaac, there was no son and heir. Where now
were the promises of God, and the nation which was
to be like the stars for multitude? There was only
one thing left to do; and that was to pray. With
most men this is a dire place of calamity to reach,
and it may have seemed so to Isaac. Nevertheless,
he did pray. As verse 21 says: ‘‘He entreated the
Lord for his wife.”” Of course, in doing so, he was
asking for the impossible. But in this case, he was
asking a thing of One with whom nothing is impos-
sible. And so presently, he has, not one son, but two
sons, and there is in prospect, not one nation, but
two nations. Jehovah is evidently a mighty God, and
a generous one.

Jacob. Genests 32:24-30.

24. And Jacobd was left alone; and there wrestled a
man with him unid the breaking of the day. 25. And
when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he
touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of
Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled with him.
26. And he said, let me go, for the day breaketh.
And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless
me. 27. And he said unto lhim, What 1s thy name?
Adnd he said, Jacob. 28. And he said, Thy name shall
be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for thow hast
striven with God and with men, and hast prevailed.
29. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray
thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefors is it that
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thou dost ask afier my name? And he bless¢d him
there. 30. And Jacob called the mame of the place
Peniel: for, said he, I have seen Qod face to face, and
my life is preserved.

It is a good thing to teach the children to pray, for
when they are old they will not depart from it. This
is the reason why you find Jacob at the ford Jab-
bok, when he was about ninety years of age, wrestling
with Jehovah even as Jehovah was wrestling with
him. Jehovah started the wrestling, for he would
not let Jacob return to the land of promise until he
had made him a fit person to inherit the land and the
promise. At the same time, Jacob kept up the wres-
tling, saying to Jehovah: ‘‘I will not let thee go ex-
cept thou bless me.’’ The way God finally had to
take to bless him was to touch his thigh and bring his
servant into the dust. But thus he made a new man
out of Jacob. For after God cast him down, he lifted
him up. And it has been like this ever since. If a
man really wants to go up into the land of promise, he
will be sure to meet God on the border of the land,
for that land is a place of high privilege, and Jeho-
vah only gives it to the strong. And if one wants
to be strong, God will first make one weak, since it
is only those who have no might to whom he in-
creases strength. So when Jehovah meets you, my
brother, hold on and cry out, saying, ‘‘I will not
let thee go except thou bless me!’’ After an expe-
rience like this at some ford of Jabbok, you will call
the name of the place Peniel, which means God’s face,
for you will have seen Jehovah face to face; and so
wonderful will the experience be that your marvel
will be, not that you have to walk the rest of your
days with a limp, but that you are living at all.

Genests 35:1-1.
1. And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go wp to Bethal,
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and dwell there: and make there an allar unto God,
who appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the
face of Esau thy brother. 2. Then Jacob said unto
Jus houschold, and to all that were with him, Put away
the forcign gods that are among you, and purify your-
selves, and change your garments: 3 and let us arise,
and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an allar
unto God, who answered me¢ in the day of my dis-
tress, and was with me in the way which I went. 4.
And they gave unto Jacobd all the strange gods which
were wn their hand, and the rings which were in their
cars; and Jacob hid them wunder the oal which was
by Shechem. 6. And they journeyed: and a terror of
God was upon the cities that were round about them,
and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 6.
So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan
(the same is Bethel), e and all the people that were
with him. 7. And he built there an altar, and called
the place Elbeth-cl: because there God was revealed
unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother.

There were two great qualities in Jacob which
showed that the root of the matter was in him, and
which made him a better man in God’s sight than
the naturally nobler Esau. The first of these was a
fear of God, and the second was a longing for God’s
favor. Hence we have the words in verse 1: ‘‘And
God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell
there, and make there an altar unto God.”’ God
wanted to get his child into the center of the land,
away from all border entanglements and hindrances,
to the old-time altar with its victim, and to sacred
Bethel. But God’s invitation had a curious effect
upon Jacob; it made him think of his sins. In his
backslidden condition he had allowed idolatry to
creep into his family, and he had not bothered him-
sclf much about it. Drawing near to God, Lowever,
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suddenly brought his sin into the light, and he saw it
was Dblack and foul. So you hear Jacob’s words:
‘‘Put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
purify yourselves, and change your garments.”’ So
they put away their false gods, went to Bethel, and
worshipped. And what was the effect of such wor-
ship after such a cleansing? Just this: Jacob
changed the name of DBethel to El-beth-el. DBeth
means house, and El means God. So Beth-el means
the house of God. DBut Il-beth-el means God of the
house of God. In other words, what he had been
conscious of previously had been the place; now his
consciousness is of the Person. This marks a mighty
spiritual advance in Jacob, and in all others who
have had a like experience. In our backslidden un-
cleansed days we need something like a cathedral to
help us reach God. In our cleansed and restored
days, when we have God in his fulness and his per-
son is everything, we can worship him anywhere and
everywhere.

Joseph. Genests 37: 3-11.

3. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his chil-
dren, because he was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colors. 4. And his breth-
ren saw that their father loved him more than all his
brethren; and they hated him, and could not spcak
peaceably unto him. 5. And Joseph dreamed a
dream, and ho told 1t to hvis brethren: and they hated
him yet the more. 6. And he said unto them, Hear,
I pray you, thas dream which I have dreamed: T for,
behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo,
my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold,
your sheaves came round about, and made obeisanco to
my sheaf. 8. And his brethren said to him, Shalt
thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thow indeed havo
domwnion over us?  And they haled him yet the moro
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for his dreams, and for his words. 9. And e
dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his bretl-
ren, and said, Behold, I lave dreamed yet a dream;
and, behold, the sun and the moon and the cleven stars
made obcisance to me. 10. And he told it to his fa-
ther, and to his brethren; and his father rebuked Lim,
and said unto him, What 1s this dream that thou hast
dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren
indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the
carth? 11. And his brethren envied him; but his
father kept the saying in mind.

Like father, like son, is often a spiritual law, pro-
vided the father fears and serves God. In this case
it was like great great-grandfather like great great-
grandson, for the good influence began with Abraham
and was now coming out in Joseph. It is a good
thing, therefore, for a man to live with his eyes look-
ing forward to his posterity; and it is a good thing
also for a man to live with his eyes looking backward
to his ancestry. So now Joseph comes on the scene,
a young man of seventeen, performing his daily tasks
as a shepherd with all diligence, and so lovable that he
is the joy of his old father’s heart. Such boys usually
get favors shown to them; and Jacob made a coat for
Joseph which, with its fine texture and many colors,
showed that he had been chosen as the priest and
prince of the family, and, therefore, the heir. Now
this young man began to dream. There was nothing
particularly strange about this, for most men dream.
The thing that distinguished him was this, that he be-
gan to dream upward, about heavenly things, and the
things which God was going to do. Omne can often
tell what a man’s day-time thoughts are by his night-
time dreams, and it seems fair to conclude that the
reason that Joseph dreamed nightly of things divine
was because he occupied himself daily with things
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divine. In short, Joseph had learned to practice the
blessed art of constant communion with God. He
did not shut up his worship to the times when he stood
before the altar. All the world was a sanctuary to
him, for God was everywhere. Hence, he worshipped
always and in every place. And so, at last, he
dreamed even his dreams in communion with God.

Genesis 40:1-8,

1. And it came to pass after these things, that the
butler of the king of Egypt and his baker offended
their lord the king of Egypt. 2. And Pharaoh was
wroth against his two officers, against the chief of the
butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 3. And
he put them in ward in the house of the captain of
the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph
was bound. 4. And the captain of the guard charged
Joseph with them, and he ministered unto them: and
they continued a season in ward. 5. And they
dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream,
in one night, each man according to the interpreta-
tion of his dream, the butler and the baker of the
king of Egypt, who were bound tn the prison. 6. And
Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and saw
them, and, behold, they were sad. T. And he asked
Pharaolv’s officers that were with him in ward in his
master’s house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sad to-
day? 8. And they sard unto him, We have dreamed
a dream, and there ¢s none that can interpret it. And
Joseph sard unto them, Do not interpretations belong
to God? tell st me, I pray you.

It does not always follow, because a man walks in
fellowship with God, that he never gets into trouble.
In fact, it is often the reverse of this, because it is the
godly man whom God can trust with trouble. Thus
in time Joseph’s turn for trouble came. First, his
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brothren sold him into Egypt. Then a wicked woman
in high life licd about him. And then his master,
without inquiry or trial, put liim into prison. Wher-
over he was, however, the Lord was with him and he
was a prosperous man. This meant that Joseph did
not get sour over his trials, but kept sweet; and that
in bright days and in dark days, in prosperity and in
adversity, ho kept in fellowship with God. And this
is tho explanation of the fact that those two fellow-
prisoners of his, the butler and the baker, picked him
out as the man who could help them in their troubles.
Men may pass by the godly man when things are go-
ing right; but, as doves flock to their windows, they
turn to the godly man when things go wrong. So
the heathen butler and baker having dreamed sent
for the godly dreamer to interpret their dreams.
Now it was no more in Joseph to interpret a dream
from God than it was to dream a dream from God;
indeed the interpreting was more difficult than the
dreaming. DBut Joseph put his trust in Jehovah. As
he said later to Pharaoh: ‘It is not in me; God shall
give Pharaoh an answer.”” And so even the interpre-
tation became possible; and he made known to the
butler and baker the meaning of their dreams. Evi-
dently, the man who communes with God does not
stand still. He grows. And hence God uses him
more and more.

Jacob. Genesis 46:1-1.

1. And Israel took his journey with all that he had,
and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto the
God of his father Isaac. 2. And God spake unto Is-
racl in the vistons of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob.
And he said, Here am I. 3. And he said, I am God,
the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypti;
for I will there make of thee a great nation: 4 I widl
go down with thee into Egypl; and I will also surely
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bring thes up again: and Joseph shall put his hand
upon thine eyes. 5. And Jacobd rosec up from Beer-
shcba: and the sons of Isracl carried Jacod their father,
and their liltle oncs, and their wives, in 1he wagons
whicl Pharaok had sent to carry him. 6. And they
took their cattle, and their goods, which they had
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt,
Jacob, and all lvis sced with him: T Iis sons, and his
sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daugh-
ters, and all Tus sced brought he with him into Egypt.

One of the saddest things in Christian experience
is to see the spiritual declension which sometimes takes
place in the lives of men in their old age. The path
of the just should be as the shining light which shin-
eth more and more unto the perfect day; and gen-
erally it is. Now and again, however, it is the op-
posite of this. But with Jacob it was different. He
had been living in the promised land, quietly holding
on to the promises of God and maintaining his fellow-
ship with him, in spite of his sorrow because of the
loss of Joseph. And now God had brought a sudden
Jjoy and comfort to Jacob’s heart. The old man had
heard that his boy was alive and wanted to see him.
It was a long journey to take; but he set forth for
Bgypt. Old Jacob, however, was not like some men
now, who when they have to go on a journey from
home leave their religion behind them. We read:
“‘Israel took his journey with all that he had, and
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the
Jod of his father Isaac.”” In other words he had
only gone a little way when he stopped to worship.
These old patriarchs did not know anything about
building cotbedrals; but they did know how to build
alturs. And God seemed well pleased with their do-
ing so, for it was at theso altars that e made his
rovelalions to his servants. So when (od saw Ja-
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cob’s altar with its sacrifice, he spoke. And all he
said at first was this: ‘‘Jacob, Jacob.”” And all
Jacob said was this: ‘‘Here am L.’ DBut this was
everything. It meant that communion was the same
as it had been of yore, only deeper and sweeter. Then
came the comforting, strengthening words: “‘I will
go with thee.”’

Job. Job 1:14-22.

14 that there came a messenger unto Job, and said,
The oxzen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside
them: 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took
them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell
thee. 16. Whale he was yet 3peaking, there came also
another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from
Ieaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the serv-
ants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped
alone to tell thee. 17. While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans
made three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have
taken them away, yea, and slain the servants wilh
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone
to tell thee. 18. While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daugh-
ters were eating and drinking wine wn their eldest
brother’s house: 19 and, behold, there came a great
wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners
of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and
they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell
thee. 20. Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and
shaved his head and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped; 21 and he said, Naked came I out of
my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:
Johoval gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed
be the name of Jehovah. 22. In all this Job sinned
not, nor charged God foolishly.



20 MEN WIIO PRAYED

Jacob was now dead; but his sons and grandsons
were living to perpetuate his name and the worship
of his God. One of these sons was Issachar, and this
Issachar had a son named Job, who probably was the
person of our story; (46: 13). So the father and the
son had been under Jacob’s direct influence. Issa-
char, in spite of his strength, did not become a well
developed follower of Jehovah; (49: 14, 15). But Job
grew exceedingly in spiritual wisdom and character.
IHence, we have the picture of this man, established
with sons and daughters, with houses and lands, with
sheep, camels, oxen and asses, and, best of all, with
the fear of God in his heart, and with an altar not
far from the front door of his home; (1:1-5). DBut
suddenly the fair sky of his prosperity blackened, and
a storm of adversity burst upon him. His wealth, his
servants, his children were swept away from him, and
finally he stood before God bereft and undone. Many
men, under such circumstances, would have done what
later Job’s foolish wife told him to do; they would
have cursed God and died; (2:8-10). But not so
with Job. He was a worshipper of Jehovah and he
had learned something of his rights over his creatures.
And so he just braced himself against the storm, and
sang his song of triumph in the midst of it: ‘‘Naked
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return thither; Jehovah gave and Jehovah hath taken
away; blessed be the name of Jehovah!”’ It is a
wonderful thing to sing in the night and dark of ad-
versity.  Somehow, under such conditions, songs reach
a long ways. For brave old Job set thousands to sing-
ing by bis song, and its music has come down cven to
us. My brother, the next time adversity comes to
you, join in, and pass the music on.

Job 23:1.3.
1. Thon Job answered and said,
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2. Even to-day is my complaint redbellious:
My stroke is heavier than my groaning.

3. Ol that I knew where I might find him!
That I might come even to his seat!

Job had not yet touched his lips to the cup of bit-
terest pain. But now the steady hand of Jehovah
presses this upon him. IIe had allowed Satan to de-
stroy property and loved ones; he now allows the Ad-
versary to lay hands upon his body, to take his good
health away and to make him a loathing to his wife
and his friends. For Job had to learn, as many an-
other saint has had to do, that there is one thing
which is higher and better than good health, which is
the will of God. This often means good health, and
even healing when health is gone. But sometimes it
means bad health, and the continuance of it. With
Job just then it meant sore boils from the sole of his
foot to the crown of his head. But worse than this,
it meant three well meaning but badly informed
friends sitting around him and making his days and
nights intolerable by telling him that he was a big
sinner and deserved all that he was getting. Do you
wonder that the song rather died away for a time?
Some of us, under such circumstances, would never
have sung again and would have been tempted to
change singing into cursing. But Job did not go so
far as this, for if you will listen, you will hear in
his words more than once the sound of praiseful musie.
Nevertheless he was perplexed, and, not understand-
ing and worn out, he cries out for God, just as a
tired child at night cries out for his mother: ‘‘Oh,
that I knew where I might find him!”’> And so it
was, not long afterwards, that the Lord took him up
and gave him rest. After all, ‘‘bitter cups’’ are not
so bitter if they lead us to God and if their end is
comforting and peace.
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Job 42:5.10.

5. I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear;

But now mine eye seath thee,

6. Whoreforo I ablior myself, and repent

In dust and ashes.

7. And it was so, that after Jchoval had spoken
these words unto Job, Jehovalh said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and
against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of
me the thang that is right, as my servant Job hath.
8. Now thoerefore, take unto yow seven bullocks and
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up
for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job
shall pray for you; for him will I accept, that I deal
not with you after your folly; for ye have not spoken
of me the tlang that is right, as my servant Job hath.
9. So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shulite
and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according
as Jehovalh commanded them: and Jehoval accepted
Job. 10. And Jehoval turned the captivity of Job,
when he prayed for his friends: and Jehoval gave
Job twice as much as he had before.

Job learned his lesson at last. It was a long and
hard process, but he finally discovered, first, that God
can allow pain and still love, and second, that love
often inflicts pain. And this is the way Jehovah fi-
nally taught Job. First, he let him and his three
friends talk themselves out. Then, when silence had
fallen upon them, he began to speak. And those four
men soon found out that Ze had something to say.
This was especially so with Job. For Jehovah began
to speak directly to him and to ask him a few ques-
tions. He enquired where he was when he, God, cre-
ated the earth, the heavens and the seas; whether the
gates of death had ever swung open to him; whether
he could produce the rain, or snow, or lightning; and
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whether he could do so simple a thing as to tame some
of the wild animals which he knew. But mercifully,
Jebovah brought his address to a close, or Job would
have been almost annihilated. As it was, he was left
in the dust. Yet, God had not quite finished with
Job. Ile wanted to find out if he really had learned
his lesson, and if he was prepared to give him, wholly
and forever, the right of way. So he said, in effect:
“‘Now, Job, you offer a prayer for your three friends.”’
That was a hard commission. Those men had put
their daggers of criticism into his tender sores up to
the hilt; and how could he pray for them? DBut he
did. ‘‘And Jehovah turned the captivity of Job wlien
he prayed for his friends; and Jchovah gave Job
twice as much as he had before.’” There is a mighty
difference between the Job of the first chapter and the
Job of the last chapter. In the first, you have a per-

feet man; in the last, you have a perfect man per-
fected.

Moses. Ezodus 2:5-10.

5. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down lo
bathe at the river; and her maidens walked along
by the rwer side; and she saw the ark among the
flags, and sent her handmatid to fetch tt. 6. And she
opened it, and saw the clzld: and, behold, the babe
wept. And she had compassion on him, and said,
This 1s one of the Hebrews’ children. 7. Then said
his sister to Pharaol’s daughter, Shall I go and call
thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse
the child for thee? 8. And Pharaol’s daughter said
lo Ier, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s
mother. 9. And Pharaol’s daughter said unto her,
Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will
give thee thy wages. And the woman took the chid,
and nursed . 10. And the child grew, and she
brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he be-
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came her son. And sho called his namo Moses, and
said, Beocause I drew him oul of the waler.

Moses, though he kmew it not, made a good start
in life. IIe wept, and his plaintive ery reached the
cars and heart of God in heaven. This, strictly, was
not a prayer. And yet it had in it the first element
of a prayer, for prayer is often but a cry:

““An infant erying in the night,
“‘An infant erying for the light,
‘“And with no language but a cry.”’

And how God, though unseen and unheard, did
work in little Moses’ behalf! First of all, he chose
the king’s daughter, who had position and money, to
be his deliverer. Then he inclined her to go bathing
on that particular day. Then he sent her and her at-
tendants to a special part of the river. Then he con-
strained them to walk on the river bank in the right
direction. Then he made them to notice the tiny boat
of bulrushes. Then he put curiosity into the heart
of the princess and led her to send her maid for the
ark. Then, when the basket was opened and she saw
the weeping babe, he put compassion into her heart
for him, in spite of her father’s murderous edict.
And finally, he actually so arranged matters that the
princess agreed to pay the mother for taking care of
her own childl If Pharaoh had only realized it, he
might better have given up from the beginning con-
testing affairs with a God like this. And if Moses
had but realized it, he could have left himself and
his people with utter rest of heart in the hands of a
God like this. And if we could only realize it, we
could leave our children and ourselves as children
without a care in the hands of a God like this. For,
though Jehovah be unseen and unheard, he is always
listening, always seeing, always feeling and always
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working in our Dbehalf. DProvided, remember, that
we be as little children.

Isracl. Ezxodus 2:23-25.

23. Aad it came to pass in the course of those many
days, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of
Isracl sighed by reasonof the bondage, and they cricd,
and thcir cry came up wnio God by rcason of the
bondage. 24. And God heard their groaning, and
God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with
Isaac, and with Jacob. 25. And God saw the chil-
dren of Isracl, and God took Eknowledge of them.

Thoe people of Israel were in a bad way. They had
prospered under the Pharaoh who had known Joseph.
But Joseph was dead, and the king was dead, and
times had changed. Thmgs had gone from good to
bad; and then they had gone from bad to worse.
And the saddest part of the matter was that God was
silent. Israel knew that in the days of their fathers
Jehovah had often spoken; and more than once, at
such times, he had showed his mighty power. Be-
sides, they remembered, he had given far reaching
promises, about a land, a victorious and happy people,
a nation powerful and exalted. But now, the fount
of their national life was quenched for they were for-
bidden to have children; and as for prosperity and
a land of promise, they were in IEgypt and slaves!
So all they could do was to work on in hopeless bond-
age, and sigh and moan. Ilowever, they soon found
out that their sighs and groanings were prayers.
““And God heard their groaning, and God remem-
bered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaae, and
with Jacob.”” Ah, God always hears, and ho never
forgets. His silence does not mean that he is not
listening and is not planning. Probably, it means
that the best time of deliveranceo has not yet come, and
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that he is anxiously, impatiently waiting for the mo-
ment to arrive when he may prove his love and power.
Cromwell said to his soldiers just before a great bat-
tle: ‘‘Know ye soldiers all, that God always comes 1o
man’s help in the nick of time.”’ Yes, God is al-
ways on time ; not behind, and also not before. ITappy
the man who learns how to wait as he prays, and who
never loses patience with God.

Moses. Ezodus 3:1-9.

1. Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his
father-in-law, the priest of Midian: and he led the
flock to the back of the wilderness, and came to the
mountain of God, unto Horeb. 2. And the angel of
Jehoval, appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not con-
sumed. 3. And Moses said, I will turn aside now, and
see this great sight, why the bush 1s not dburnt. 4.
And when Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see,
God called unto hvm out of the midst of the bush, and
said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5. And
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is
holy ground. 6. Moreover he said, I am the God of
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for
he was afraid to look wpon God. T. And Jehovah
said, I have surely seen the afflictton of my people
that are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 8 and
I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto
a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk
and honey; unto the place of the Canaanite, and the
Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and tho
Hivite, and the Jebusite. 9. And now, behold, the
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cry of the children of Isracl is come unlo meo: more-
over I have scen the oppression wherewilth the Egyp-
lians oppress them.

Great men often need to be made much greater be-
fore they can be used of God. The reason is that
their greatness is not the kind of greatness which
God can use. Moses had been trained in all the learn-
ing of the Egyptians, he had refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, he had chosen to suffer
aflliction with the people of God, he had esteemed the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
of Egypt, he had, in his zeal, slain a man who had
dared to lay his hands upon an Israelite, and now he
was on the backside of the desert instead of in the
palace, feeding shoeep, brooding over the wrongs of
his people, and wishing that God loved them as much
as he did. Yes, this last was what had crept into his
mind—the sequel proves it. And at once, you have
the fact of his utter unpreparedness for high and holy
service. The truth of the matter is, Moses, in spite
of much good, was wrong at heart. Ie thought too
much of himself, and altogether too little of God.
And there is but one cure for a man like this; he
must see God. Ience the bush, the flame, the warn-
ing, the voice, and, at last, the promise. And all this
came to Moses because he was a man, after all, who
was in communion with God. Hoe too could say when
God called: ‘‘Here 1.’ As a soldier, when the
head officer appears to give his orders, stands at at-
tention and salutes, Moses, when God came upon the
scene and apoke, answered Lim at once, and was
ready for instructions. And thus God taught him.
Oh, for a host of Knights of the Bwrning Bush!
Will you be one?

Erodus 3:13-18.
13. And Moscs said unto God, Behold, when I come
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unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them,
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto yow; and
they shall say to me, What is his name? what sizall 1
say unto them® 14. And God sard unto Moses, I Al
THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thow say unto
the chiddren of Israel, I am hath sent me unto you.
15. And God said moreover unto AMoses, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, Jehovah, the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto yow: this is
my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all
generations. 16. Go, and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say unto them, Jehovah, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,
hath appearcd unto me, saying, I have surely visited
you, and seen that which 1s done to you in Egypt: 17
and I have said, I will bring you up out of the afjlic-
tion of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanite, and
the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and
the Hiwnte, and the Jebusite, unto a land flowing with
mik and honey. 18. And they shall hearken to thy
voice: and thow shalt come, thouw and the elders of
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto
him, Jehovah, the God of the Hebrews, hath met with
us; and now let us go, we pray thee, three days’ jour-
ney wnto the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to Je-
hoval our God.

More than ome thing happened at that burning
bush. More than one thing usually happens when
God takes a man in hand. For there are generally
s0 many things to be done with men that the Lord
cannot stop at the one thing. So God went on with
his servant. DMoses had thought that he himself was
the purposeful worker and that God was indifferently
quiescent. But he is to learn that Jehovah, though
he knows how to keep silence when silence is best,
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is tho greatest of all workers, when the time for work
has come. So God reveals to DMoses two new things.
The first is this; he tells him who he really is. Up to
that time Qod had been known under two names,
Lord, that is, Creator, and Jehovah, that is, the seclf
existent One. But now he says to Moses: ‘‘I am
that I am,’’ and you may tell the children of Isracl
that ‘I am’’ has sent you. It must have made Moses’
head almost reel when he heard this. ‘I am that I
am,’”’ and ‘“I am!”> What did these names mecan?
Nay rather, what did they not mean? DMoses did not
understand, any more than you and I do. And that
is exactly what God was counting upon. In effect, he
was saying to Moses: ‘‘You are afraid of the Is-
raclites and the Egyptians; and well you may be.
But I am not afraid of them, because I am Eternal
Infinitude. Now just act, not in your name, but in

- Here it is. Take it and use it; and then
see what will happen.”” And the second thing is
this; the Worker said to Moses: ‘‘Gol’’ The days
of silence were over. God had revealed himself as
Everlasting Almightiness. It was enough. The time
for work had come.

Ezodus 4:1-8.

1. And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they
will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for
they will say, Jehovah hath not appeared unto thee.
2. And Jehovah said unto him, What s that in thy
hand? And he said, A rod. 3. And L& said, Cast it
on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it
became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4.
And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand,
and take it by the tail: (and he put forth his hand,
and laid hold of it, and it became a rod in his hand),
5 that they may believe that Jehovah, the God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
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the God of Jacod, hath appeared unto thee. 6. And
Jehoval said furthermorc unto him, Put now thy hand
into thy bosom. And he put his hand into Iis bosom.:
and when he took it out, behold, lis hand was leprous,
as whila as snow. 7. And he said, Put thy hand inlo
thy bosom again. (dAnd he put s hand into lis
bosom again; and when he took it out of his bosom, be-
hold, it was turned again as his other flesh). 8. And
1t shall come to pass, if they will not belicve thee,
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they
wnll believe the voice of the latter sign.

It is a bad thing for a man to answer back to God.
He usually gets the worst of the argument. God had
been wonderfully gracious to DMoses, teaching him
patiently and fully, and it should have been enough.
But Moses was a man, through and through, with all
the frailty that this implies. It was thus, while he
was in the process of learning, that he dared to argue
with God. And DMoses answered and said, ‘‘But!’’
Oh, these buts! Beware of them. They are exceed-
ingly foolish to begin with, when God has once
spoken, and besides they are ruinous in their effect.
Take, for illustration, this ‘‘but.”” ‘‘But they will
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice.”” Of
course not. God knew that as well as Moses. And it
was for that reason that he had said: ‘‘Say unto the
children of Israel, ‘I am’ hath sent me unto you.”
However, Jehovah will take the man where he is, will
remember that he is still in the kindergarten class,
and hence, will seek to teach him by an object les-
son which he will not forget. ‘‘What is that in thine
hand?’’ ‘‘A rod.’”” “‘Cast it on the ground.”’ Be-
hold, a serpent, and Moses fleeing for his life! ‘‘Put
now thine hand into thy bosom.’’ He did. And, be-
bold, it was as leprous as snow! The gracious God
readjusted matters in both cases, for DMoses had had
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cnough. But fearful as he was, he was learning what
the *‘I am’’ meant, and what the God of the Burning
Bush could do. It isa great thing, if we do make the
mistake of answering God, to have him answer back,
for there is none that teaches like him.

Ezxodus 4:10-17.

10. And Moses said unto Jehovah, Oh Lord, I am
noi cloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast
spoken unto thy servant: for I am slow of speech,
and of a slow tongue. 11. And Jehoval said unto
him, Who hatlh made man’s mouth? or who maketh &
man dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? s 1t not I Je-
hoval? 12. Now therefore go, and I will be with thy
nrouth, and teach thee what thouw shalt speak. 13.
And he said, Oh Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand
of him whom thou wilt send. 14. And the anger of
Jehoval was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is
there not Aaron thy brother the Levite? I know that
he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth
to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad
i las heart. 15. And thou shalt speak unto him, and
put the words n his mouth: and I will be with thy
mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you wihat
ye shall do. 16. And he shall be thy spokesman unto
the people: and 1t shall come to pass, that Le shall
be to thee @ mouth, and thow shalt be to ham as God.
17. And thou shalt take wn thy hand this rody where-
with thow shalt do the signs.

It is strange the undue value the natural man puts
upon eloquence. Irom the natural standpoint, of
course, there is reason for this, for the big talkers are
usually the ones who catch the ear of the multitudes.
But any one who knows the ways of God ought not
to make such a mistake. When has God ‘put a pre-
mium upon eloquence? There is no reason to supposuv
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that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were eloquent talkers;
and yet Qod accomplished mighty things through
them. And so with later saints, such as Joshua,
Caleb and Samuel. Possibly David and Solomon
were eloquent; but this was not the source of their
power. And as for the Apostles and IPaul, who were
used of God most of all, we know that they deliberately
set their faces against oratorical effort and effect.
(Acts 4:13; I Corinthians 2:1-4). DBut these were
lessons which Moses had not yet learned. And so
we find him talking with God about his being ‘‘slow
of speech’’ and of a ‘“‘slow tongue.’’ God might have
told him that such characteristics were to be much de-
sired; (Ecclesiastes 5:2). DBut he takes another line
of argument with him. ‘“Who hath made man’s
mouth { or who maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or the
seeing, or blind? Is it not I Jehovah?’’ Then he
adds: ‘‘Now, therefore, go, and I will be with thy
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak.’’ The
worshipper at the burning bush lost a blessing that
day. He refused to count upon God’s power; and
the result was that the Lord’s anger was kindled
against him. So Jehovah gave to Aaron the ministry
which he purposed to give to Moses. It is a serious
thing to trifle with God’s grace and power. To do so
is to run the risk of losing something which one may
ultimately greatly covet.

Ezodus 4:29-31.

29. And Moses and Aaron went and gathered to-
gether all the elders of the children of Israel: 30 and
Aaron spake all the 1wwords which Jehovah had spoken
unio Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the
people. 31. And the people believed: and when they
heard that Jehoval had visited the children of Israel,
and that he had scen their affliction, then they bowed
their heads and 1worshipped.
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ITere aro three verses interjected in the midst of
our story, and they bring into sight as complete and
beautiful a seene of true worship as can be found. In
these days of [alse worship, mostly out of our churches
but sometimes in our churches, it is a good thing to
go back to the times when ideals were new, and when
God was first luring men on toward the reaching of
the noble and true in religious experience. And here
we have what we seck. NMoses had left the desert and
the burning bush. He has obeyed God’s word, ‘‘Go
and return into Egypt,’’ and he, with Aaron, has pre-
sented himself to the people of Israel. Then follows
what the three verses describe. Ifirst, we have Moses
and Aaron as God’s prophet and priest. Then we
have the elders, the fathers in Israel, gathering into
their presence in true orderliness and dignity. Then
we have the two divinely appointed witnesses spealk-
ing to them and to Israel ““all the words of the Lord,”’
nothing less and nothing more. Then we have these
two God-sent men performing the divinely appointed
signs. Then we have the people believing the words
and the signs, being at last assured that God did
know and care. And finally, we have all the assembly,
ministers, elders, and pcople, reverently bowing their
heads and humbly worshipping Jehovah. These, in
spite of infirmities and sins, were saints indeed. And
God sceing them praying and praising moved heaven
and earth for their sakes, to deliver them and to pro-
vide for them. One wonders what would happen now
if Jehovah could look down into the four quarters of
the earth and see the whole church worshipping him
in this wise.

Ezodus 5:1-4; 19-23.

1. And aftorward Moses and Aaron came, and said
unto Pharaoh, Thus sailh Jehovah, the God of Isracl,
Let my peoplo go, that they may hold @ feast unto mo
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in the wilderness. 2. And Pharaoh said, Who s Je-
hovah, that I should hearken unto lis voice to let Is-
racl go? I know not Jehovah, and morecover I will not
let Israel go. 3. And they said, The God of the He-
brews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three
days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice unto
Jehoval our God; lest le fall upon us with pestilence,
or with the sword. 4. And the king of Egypt said
unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, loose
the people from their works? get you unto your bur-
dens. 19. And the oﬂ' icers of the children of Israel
did see that they were in evil case, when it was said,
Ye shall not diminish aught from your bricks, your
daily tasks. 20. And they met Moses and Aaron, who
stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: 21
and they said unto them, Jehovah look upon you, and
judge; because ye have made our savor to be abhorred
i the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his serv-
ants, to put a sword in theiwr hand to slay us. 22.
And Moses returned unto Jehovah, and said, Lord,
wherefore hast thow dealt 41l with this people? why s
it that thouw hast sent mef? 23. For since I came to
Pharaol. to speak in thy name, he hath dealt il with
this people; neither hast thouw delivered thy people at
all.

Most men imagine, if they get right with God, that
it will be all light from that time on. DBut they soon
find out that darlkmess follows light as surely as light
follows darkness. Why? AL, my brother, suppose
you explain. And if you cannot explain, suppose you
ask wiser persons than you and I are to explain. And
if they cannot explain, suppose we agree to leave it
all for God to explain, when the long day has come
and all the shadows have fled away. Well, as it is
now, so it was then. Poor Moses was face to face
with mysteries, and he got all mixed up. IIe had
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given up everything at the burning bush. IIe had
obeyed God even to going back into Egypt. Ile had
won the hearts of his people. And then he had gone
boldly into the presence of murderous Pharaoh, de-
manding that he should let Israel go and worship in
the wilderness. And the whole thing had ended in a
miserable fiasco. Pharaoh had shown no fear of him,
nor of his God. He had simply told him to be gone,
and then had plunged Israel into deeper bondage and
groaning than ever. And finally, to make things
doubly worse, those sedate elders had met him in the
way, and had charged all of Israel’s new sorrows upon
him, even when he was trying to do his very best for
them. And that had been the breaking down point.
““ And Moses returned unto Jehovah and said, Lord,
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he
hath dealt ill with this people; neither hast thou de-
livered thy people at all.”” Well, let us leave Moses
there. But, meanwhile, my friend, as touching mys-
teries, it will be well for us if we remember this: the
unconverted man has mystery in the dark, and the
converted man has mystery in the light; and it is a
good deal better, since mystery must be, to have it in
the light than in the dark.

Fzodus 6:1-8.

1. And Jehovah said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see
what I will do to Pharaol.: for by a strong hand shall
he let them go, and by a strong hand shall he drive
them out of his land. 2. And God spake unto Moses,
and said unto him, I am Jehovah: 3 and I appeared
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacodb, as God
Almighty; dbut by my name Jehovah I was not known
to them. 4. And I have also established my covenant
with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land
of their sojournings, wherein they sojourned. 5. And
morcover I have heard the groaning of the children of
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Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondege; and 1
have remembered my covenant. 6. Wherefore say
unto the children of Israel, I am Jehovah, and I will
bring yow out from under the burdens of the Egyp-
tians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and 1
will redeem you with an outstretched arm, and with
great judgments: 7 and I will take you to me for a
people, and I will be to you a GQod; and ye shall know
that I am Jchovalh your Qod, who bringeth yow out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8. And I
will bring you in unto the land which I sware to give
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give
it you for a heritage: I am Jehovak.

Evidently Moses did some praying after he left the
presence of the threatening Pharaoh and that of those
murmuring elders. And possibly this was one rea-
son why God bhad allowed the threatening and the
murmuring to take place. At any rate, there was
now a great stirring in heaven. Doomed Pharaoh
did not suspect it, and the blind elders did not per-
ceive it. But the man who had done his best was let
into the secret, in spite of his collapse. So we hear
God speaking from his sanctuary: ‘‘Now shalt thou
see what I will do to Pharaoh ;—wherefore say unto
the children of Israel, I am Jehovah, and I will bring
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and
I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem
you with an outstretched arm, and with great judg-
ments;—I am Jehovah.”” Yes, God is a terrible God
when once he bares his arm. It is well that he is also
a God of grace, or else no flesh could be saved. And
yet, however long grace may be extended, the day of
judgment must surely come. Thus it was that Moses
was soon to be surprised at what his feeble prayers
and faith had wrought at the throne of the Almighty.
And we saints of now-a-days, marvelling at God’s tol-
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erance of wrong, will one day stand awed before the
discovery that not a prayer of ours for the righting of
the wrong has been lost. Ifor the words in Revelation
8:4-5 will yet be fulfilled: ‘‘And the smoke of the
incense, which came witlh the prayers of the saints, as-
cended up before God out of the angel’s hand ; and the
angel took the censer and filled it with fire off ihe
altar and cast it into the earth; and there were voices,
and thunderings, and lightnings and carthquake.’’ So
then, child of God, while you pray be patient.

Ezodus 8:12-15.

12. And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh :
and Moses cried unto Jeloval concerning the frogs
which le had brought upon Pharaoh. 13. And Jeho-
vah did according to the word of Moses; and the frogs
died out of the houses, out of the courts, and out of the
fields. 14. And they gathered them together in heaps;
and the land stank. 15. But when Pharaol saw that
there was respite, he hardened his heart, and heark-
ened not unto them; as Jehoval had spoken.

There had ‘been stirring times in Egypt since Moses
had been thrown back in prayer upon Jehovah. God
had not done his worst; but his less than worst had
been terrible indeed. There had been a bewildering
succession of judgments—rods turned into serpents,
the fish in the river dying till the river stank, and
frogs coming up out of the river and covering the
land. So, like a good many ungodly scoffers in days
of calamity, Pharaoh thought it was time for some-
body to pray. In other words, the godless king, as
he saw the jumping frogs swarming even into his
palace, made up his mind that prayer to Jehoval was
not such a bad thing—provided he could get rid of the
frogs. Thus he called Moscs and Aaron and said:
“Intreat the Lord, that ho may take away the {rogs
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from mo.” DBrave man! Where is all his vaunting
now? And the marvel of the story is thig, that thoso
two good men went out from the presence of Pharaoh
and prayed that the frogs might go. And the greater
marvel is this, that God answered the prayer because
be was willing to still further extend his mercy to-
ward Pharaoh, in spite of the fact that he had al-
ready often rejected it. ‘‘And the Lord did accord-
ing to the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of
the houses, out of the villages, and out of the fields.”’
Yes, God is a God full of mercies and compassions, and
he would have us pray in behalf of godless men, both
high and low; (I Timothy 2:1-4). It does not al-
ways follow, however, that God’s mercies and compas-
sions will touch men’s hearts and bring them to re-
pentance. It is often now as it was then. ‘‘“When
Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his
heart, and hearkened not unto them, as Jehovah had
spoken.’’

Exodus 11:1-7.

1. And Jehoval said unto Moses, Yet one plague
more will I bring upon Pharaol, and upon Egypt;
afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall
let you go he shall surely thrust you out hence alto-
gether. 2. Speak now in the ears of the people, and
let them ask every man of his meighbor, and every
woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold. 3. And Jeloval gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moscs was
very great an the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pha-
raol’s scrvants, and in the sight of the people. 4.
Aand Moses sard, Thus saith Jehovah, Abowt midnight
will I go out tnto the midst of Egypt: 5 and all the
first-born i the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-
born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even
unto the first-born of the maid-servant that is behind
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the mull; and all the first-born of cattle. 6. And
there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of
Egypt, such as there hath not been, nor shall be any
more. T. But against any of the children of Isracl
shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast:
that ye may know how that Jehovah doth malke a dis-
tinction between the Egyptians and Israel.

By this time, there had been a good many prayer
mecctings in Egypt. Judgments had come so thick and
fast and they had been so terrible that the king had
kept Moses and Aaron busy supplicating God in his
behalf. Pharaoh is not to be blamed for this. Most
men who had been overwhelmed with lice and flies
and boils and hail and locusts would have thought of
prayer, however little they might have thought of it
before. What Pharaoh is to be blamed for is this,
that he did not go to the prayer meetings and join in
them. And in this he was not unlike many modern
men, who have not even the excuse of being kings.
They like to know that prayer mectings are going on,
especially when evil is threatened, but they are above
attending them. The fact of the matter is, they and
Pharaoh agree in simply wishing a God who will help
them out of trouble. As for sin, or love, or service,
these are indifferent questions to them. Pharaoh’s phi-
losophy was evidently this: ‘‘Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.’” As for religion, the worship
of a bull or monkey was good enough for him. Some
time ago, a rich, well-educated man gravely told me
that he expected to turn into a butterfly when he died ;
and any such man, whether in:the past or present,
finds it quite satisfying to worship a beast or a reptile
—or himself. So the time inevitably came by God’s
appointment, when there were no more prayer meet-
ings in Egypt. It is a solemn time when God has to
say to an intercessor concerning a person or people;
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‘‘Ephraim is joined to his idols; let him alone.”” And
this he did say, at last, to Moses and Aaron concern-
ing Pharaoh and the Egyptians. So the voice of prayer
ccased. And when that happened, judgment fell.

Ezodus 12:21-28.

21. Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel,
and said unto them, Draw out, and take you lambs
according o your familics, and kill the passover. 22.
And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip +t in the
blood that s tn the basin, and strike the lintel and the
two side posts with the blood that is tn the basin; and
none of you shall go out of the door of his house until
the morming. 23. For Jehoval will pass through to
smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood
upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, Jehoval
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the de-
stroyer to come m unto your houses to smite youw. 24.
And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to
thee and to thy sons for ever. 25. And it shall come
lo pass, when ye are come to the land which Jehoval
will give you, according as he hath promised that ye
shall Ieep this service. 26. And it shall come to pass,
when your children shall say unto you, What mean
ye by this service? 27 that ye shall say, It s the
sacrifice of Jehoval’s passover, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he
smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And
the peopls bowed the head and worshipped. 28. And
the children of Israel went and did so; as Jehovah had
commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.

The climax had been reached, so far as Pharaoh and
his people are concerned. They were walking upon
the edge of a precipice, heedlessly and wilfully, and
they were soon to pitch headlong over. But God was
not purposing to let his beloved people go over with
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them. Sineco they were trusting in him, a strong right
arm was about them and it would keep them from all
evil. However, there was only one way by which they
could be saved. They had to be what the Egyptians
were not, true worshippers of Jehovah. And as for
worship, it was the old story of the lamb, slain and
its blood shed, and they redeemed through a substi-
tuted life. So God told the Israelites to take a lamb,
to kill it between the two evenings—midway between
sun down and sun set—to sprinkle its blood upon the
side posts and the lintel, to go within their homes, to
stand dressed as pilgrims, to feed upon the roasted
lamb, and thus to worship him; (12:1-11). This they
did. And immediately thereafter God’s deadly work
of judgment began. ‘It came to pass at midnight
that Jehovah smote all the first-born in the land of
Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his
throne unto the first-born of the captive that was in
the dungeon ;—and there was a great cry in Egypt.’’
What an awful picture! And what a contrast be-
tween the old days and the new, between the two
peoples as they were and as they now are. DBefore,
the Egyptians exalted and dominant, and Israel de-
based and persecuted. DBut now, Israel saved and at
peace, and the Egyptians judged and punished. Ewvi-
dently, the blood-red line of God is far flung, and it
divides between heaven and hell. Happy the man
who for time and cternity is on the right side of it.

Ezodus 12:29-36.

29. And 1t came to pass at midnight, that Jelhovah
smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from
the first-Dorn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto
the first-born of the caplive that was in the dungeon;
and all the first-Dorn of cattle. 30. And Pharaol roso
up tn the night, he, and all his servants, and all the
Egyptians; and there was e greal cry in Egypt; for



48 MEN WHO PRAYED

there was not @ house where thers was not one dead.
31. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and
said, Rise up, get you forth from among my people,
both ye and tho children of Israel; and go, serve Je-
hovah, as ye have sard. 32. Take both your flocks and
your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless
me also. 33. And the Egypitians were urgent upon
the people, to send them out of the land in haste; for
they said, We are all dead men. And the people took
therr dough before it was leavened, their kneading-
troughs being bound up in theiwr clothes upon their
shoulders. 35. And the children of Israel did ac-
cording to the word of Moses; and they asked of the
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and
raiment: 36 and Jehovah gave the people favor in
the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have
what they asked. And they despoiled the Egyptians.

God never gives darkmess, but that he also gives
light. Thus the dark night which fell upon Egypt
meant the breaking of the day to the Israeclites. Even
in the very midst of Egypt’s night, there had been
light in the dwellings of the Israelites, (Exodus 10:
23) ; and now, there was the bright shining of joy,
as they were led out from the long darkmess of suf-
fering and sorrow. At that time, a nation was born
in a day, for under the mighty hand of God those de-
spised, down-trodden slaves raised up their heads,
straightened their backs, stood erect, and marched for-
ward toward the Promised Land under the banner of
Jehovah and with the proud step of a people who wero
at last free. And they went out, honored and en-
riched by their one-time persecutors, for they had sud-
denly become a great and feared people. God, as he
had promised (G:6), had redeemed them ‘‘with an
outstretched arm and with great judgments,’”’ and he
was perfecting that which concerned them. Thus



MEN WIIO PRAYED 49

their path was from strength to strength and from
glory to glory. IIow good it is to walk with God! Ho
over makes the path of the just to shine more and
more unto the perfect day. IEvidently, it had been
a great thing for Isracl to have such a man as Moses
in their midst. Iis intercessions for his people had
prevailed and had turned their darkness into light.

Ezodus 12: 40-42.

40. Now the time that the children of Israel dwelt
in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 41.
And 1t came to pass at the end of four hundred and
thirty years, cven the selfsame day it came to pass,
that all the hosts of Jehovah went out from the land
of Egypt. 42. It is a night to be much observed unto
Jehovalt for bringing them out from the land of
Egypt: this is that night of Jehovah, to be much ob-
served of all the children of Israel throughout their
generations.

From this time on, for a considerable space, we shall
be intimately associated with Moses and the children
of Isracl as worshippers of Jehovah. The book of
Exodus which we have before us has to do with the
going of these out of Egypt and through the wilder-
ness of Arabia. This, however, is but the outward
aspect of the story. DBencath the surface, lies the
great spiritual lesson of worship. God is undertak-
ing to teach Moses and his fellow pilgrims, in prepara-
tion for life in the promised land, how to commune
with him. As we have seen, that teaching began
at Egypt’s brick-kilns and at Midian’s burning bush.
Now it is to be continued at Sinai and on the desert
sands, and the primary lessons are to be developed
into those of a higher order. And Jehovah begins
—as he always does—at the beginning. He reminds
Moses and the Israclites that their going out of
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Egypt and being in the wilderness is to be no hap-
pening; that what is about to take place is to be the
result of divine interposition. He, Jehovah, is to be
their Saviour, and they are to be led forth by his
mighty hand. So it was that Moses told his people
that they were to keep that which made deliverance
possible, namely, the passover, well in mind: “‘Itisa
night to be much observed unto the Lord.’”’ In other
words, the remembrance of this experience .was to be
the basis, from henceforth, of all their worship. And,
this means simply this. Out of death was to come
life; and out of life, worship. This was the divine
order for Moses and Israel. And it has been the di-
vine order for all the saints ever since.

Ezxodus 13: 3-5.

3. And Moses said unto the people, Remember this
day, " which ye came out from Egypt, out of the
house of bondage; for by strength of hand Jehovah
brought you out from this place: there shall no leav-
ened bread be eaten. 4. This day ye go forth in the
month Abidb. 6. And 1t shall be, when Jehovah shall
bring thee into the land of the Canaanite, and the Hit-
lite, and the Amorite, and the Hivite, and the Jebu-
site, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a
land flowing with milk and honey, that thow shalt
keep this service in this month.

Most of us would have to acknowledge that our
forgetfulness is abounding. Indeed, it would ap-
pear that such an experience is common to mankind.
And this is particularly true of spiritual things.
Men do succeed in remembering evil. A missionary
who had been born and raised in India said recently
that he would give his right arm if he could forget
tho sin that he had learned from the heathen before
he was ten years of age. DBut the same missionary
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would confess that he was obliged to try hard to re-
member the good in life. So it is with all of us. And
thus it was with Moses and the Israclites. God was
to do a wonderful thing for them in leading them out
of Egypt. But he knew that they would soon forget
this. They would remember Egypt’s fish, and cu-
cumbers, and melons, and lecks, and onions, and garlic,
and a good many other things of the earth, earthy,
(Numbers 11:4-5); but they would utterly forget
him, his bared arm, his stretched out hand, his mighty
voice, his almighty deliverance, and his call to a sep-
arated life; (Psalm 78:10, 11). So he has to say:
‘““Remember this day!’’ HHow infinitely sad this is!
And what a long sorrow God has had in this respect!
IFor from Moses’ time to this, men have always been
forgetting him and his holy things. Kipling had a
true prophetic vision when he wrote:

‘‘Lord God of hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!’’

Exodus 13:12-16.

12. That thow shalt set apart unto Jehoval all that
opength the womb, and every firstling which thow hast
that cometh of a beast; the males shall be Jehoval’s.
13. And cvery firstling of an ass thow shalt i-edeem
with a lamb; and ¢f thouw wnlt mot redeem it, then
thou shalt b;ca]» its neck: and all the firstborn of man
among thy sons shalt thow redeem. 14. And it shall
be when thy son asketh thee in tvme to come, saying,
What 1s this? that thou shalt say unto ham, By strength
of hand Jehovah brought us out from Egypt, from
the house of bondage: 15 and it came to pass, whon
Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that Jehoval slcw all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn
of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacri-
fica to Johovah all that opencth the womb, being males;
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but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem. 16. And it
shall bo for a sign upon thy hand, and for frontlets be-
lween thine eyes: for by strength of hand Jehovah
brought us forth out of Egypt.

In these passages of Scripture Jechovah is teaching
Moses the conditions of worship. In the previous
chapter the essential thought was that of remem-
brance, a thought reiterated in the Ten Command-
ments where God said: ‘‘Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy.’’ In this passage, the essential
thought is that of redemption. As a matter of fact,
Israel’s national and individual life was forfeit be-
fore God because of sin, and the only reason why the
people had lived when the Egyptians were killed is
because they had acknowledged their worthiness of
death by the slaying of the lamb and the sprinkling of
its blood. And this was not a temporary but a perma-
nent condition. Hence, Jehovah demanded that there
should be a permanent acknowledgment of the fact.
The firstling, therefore, was to be God’s, in token that
all belonged to God. Afterwards, Jehovah altered
the arrangement by taking for his service the tribe
of Levi instead of the first-born males of the families
of each tribe, (Numbers 3: 5-8) ; but the principle re-
mained the same, for the conditions were unchange-
able. And, since the principle is still existent, these
are the conditions now. There is not one of us who
has a right to life, for sin has put us all under death.
But redemption has overcome death and made life
possible. Hence, he who has bought us, owns us;
and he who owns us, owns all of us. Seneca, the
Stoic, wrote long ago: ‘‘It is a great thing to have
at the same time the frailty of a man and the security
of a god.”” He spoke more truly than he knew. This
is exactly where we Christians are: in ourselves, de-
livered unto death; in Christ, alive from the dead,
and God’s for evermore.
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Erodus 14:13-16, 21, 22.

13. And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye nol,
stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he
will work for yow to-day: for the Egyptians whom
ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more
for ever. 14. Jehoval will fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace. 15. And Jehovalh said unto Moses,
Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel, that they go forward. 16. And lift
thow up thy rod, and stretch out thy hand over the
sea, and dwvide 1t: and the children of Israel shall go
wnto the midst of the sea on dry ground. 21. And
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and J eho-
2ah caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all the night, and made the sea dry land, and the
waters were dinded. 22. And the chiddren of Is-
rael went imto the midst of the sea upon the dry
ground ; and the waters were a wall unto them on thewr
right hand, and on their left.

It is one thing to be confident toward men and an-
other to be confident toward God. DMoses had taken
high ground before Israel and he was not minded
to turn back from it. But he was in terrible straits.
So, while he spoke bravely to his fellow-pilgrims, he
cried secretly to God in great anguish of spirit. God,
however, had but one answer for his servant. He had
taught him enough for the present and it was no time
for moaning. The hour for action had come, and
what were needed were faith and obedience. ‘‘And
Jehovah said unto Moses, wherefore criest thou unto
me? speak unto the children of Israel that they go
forward.’”” God seems hard of heart at times. DBut
it is the hardness of heart which the surgeon has who
wounds the patient in order that he may save his
life, the kind that the teacher has who disciplines the
scholar in order that he may develop his mind, the
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kind the parent has who refuses to fondle the child
till the task has been fulfilled in order that he may
beautify his spirit. This only is the ‘‘hardness of
heart’’ which God had toward DMoses. He loved him
infinitely, and he purposed to use him mightily. He
had heard his former prayers, and they were fully
answered. So then, he must hold him to action, how-
ever hard this process might be to his servant. And
Moses finally understood. e rose, stretched forth
his rod, and commanded his people to go forward.
And Israel went forward and went through, out of
Egypt into the wilderness, a ransomed and saved peo-
ple. How blessed it was that the man of God did not
fail in his hour of testing, and that he learned, not
only how to pray, but also how to act.

Exodus 15:1-8.

1. Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this
song unto Jehovah, and spake, saying,

I will sing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed
gloriousty :

The horse and his rider hath he thrown tnto the sea.

2. Jehoval is my strength and song,

And he 1s become my salvation: This @s my God,
and I will praise him;

My father’s God, and I will exalt Iim.

3, Jehoval is @ man of war:

Jehoval ts his name.

4. Pharaoh’s chartots and his Fost hath he cast into
the sea;

And lus chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sca.

5. The deeps cover them:

They went down tnto the depths like a stone.

6. Thy right hand, O Jehovah, 1s glorious in power,

Thy right hand, O Jchovah, dasheth in pieces the

enemy.
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7. And in the grcatness of thine cxzcellency thou
overthrowest ihem that rise up against thee:

Thow scndest forth thy wrath, it consumelh them
as studble.

8. And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were
pilcd up,

The floods stood upright as a heap;

The deeps were congealed wn the heart of the sca.

This is a bit of poetry thrown in in the midst of
prose. And it is from the pen of Moses! That is,
it is by the man who said he was not eloquent, and
could not speak, and, therefore, could not be used by
God for his glory. How little he knew himself. And,
above all, how little he knew God. Great occasions
often malke great men, and this occasion of national de-
liverance was indeed a great one. IBut also, a great
God can always make great men, and Moses certainly
had such a God. Axnd so it was that Jehovah made
a great poet of DMoses; for when he set his heart to
singing he also set his lips to singing. And a nobler
song than this has never been sung, for it is all about
God, his strength, his might, his power, his holiness,
and his everlasting exaltation. That is what gives the
song its eternal quality, the evidence of which is found
in the heavenly ages, where the saints are still sing-
ing the ‘“song of Moses the servant of (God;’’ (Revela-
tion 15:3). So man of God, whoever you are, do not
doubt God and what he can make of you. The pres-
ent Poet Laureate of England began his career with
pills and bandages, which do not suggest the dream-
like qualities of a poet. DBut he is now a master-work-
man in words, in phrases, in rhyme, and in delicate
expression. And Moses was a rugged, hard-headed
and a somewhat hard-hearted man of action. And he
became a poet whose singing is beyond that of all poet
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laureates. Ah, God can do anything! And who
knows but that he will one day make a poet out of
you, At any rate, keep singing God’s praises in your
heart. Then, if Jehovah wanis it, he will teach you
to sing these also with your lips.

Ezxodus 15:20-21.

20. And AMiriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron,
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with timbrels and with dances. 2l.
And Miriam answered them,

Sing ye to Jehoval, for he hath triumphed gloriously,
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

Sometimes good things as well as bad are infec-
tious. Here it is the good thing of praise. Moses
sang his praise to God. And Moses had a sister,
Miriam, who heard him, and then she began to sing
her praise to God. And Miriam had hundreds of Is-
raelite sisters in the camp who heard her, and they
began to sing their praises to God. And so it went
from Moses down to the last woman in the camp, till
there was a processional chorus, with Miriam at the
head of the line, timbrel in hand, answering every
song with a response of victorious jubilation. And it
is probable that even the men in the camp, before the
women were done, were beating time with hands and
feet, and humming the refrain. And, remember, it
was Moses—the one who was ‘‘slow-of-speech’’—who
started the whole out-burst of song. So it is well
worth while to learn to live in such close communion
with God that his glorious victories will at once set
the heart to voicing praiseful songs. For as surely
as this comes to pass, the song will pass from heart to
heart and lip to lip. And the best place to begin to
sing is where DMoses began, at home, where some
brother or sister may hear you. Ifor it is when
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brothers and sisters unite in song that whole camps
begin to praise.

Oh, then, add your note rejoicing
To the praise,

Thanks to God for all things voicing
Through the days;

Till the earthly singing’s done,

Till the heav’nly is begun,

Till the anthem, round Christ’s feet,
Swells complete!

Ezodus 15:22-27.

22. And Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea,
and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and
they went three days in the welderness, and found no
water. 23. And when they came to Marah, they
could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were
bitler: therefore the mame of it was called Marah.
24. And the people murmured against Moses, say-
ing, What shall we drink? 25. And he cried unto
Jehovah; and Jehoval showed him a tree, and he cast
it into the waters, and the waters were made sweet.
There he made for them a statute and an ordinance,
and there he proved them; 26 and he said, If thou
wilt diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovalh thy
God, and wilt do that which s right in his eyes, and
wilt give ear to his commandments, and lkeep all
his statutes, I will put none of the diseases upon thee,
which I have put upon the Egyptians: for I am Je-
hoval that healeth thee. 27. And they came to Elim,
where were twelve springs of water, and threescore
and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the
waters.

Moses was to find, before he finished with the wilder-
ness experiences, that it was not to be, exclusively, a
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lime of song. It might have been, if Moses and Is-
rael had chosen to make it such. DBut events were
to follow that would make singing hard indeed; and,
in the stress and strain of temptation, the song was
to die quite away. And it did not take much or long
to bring this change to pass. A three days’ march
into the wilderness without water was all that was
required. If Israel had stopped to think of it, the
Jehovah who had rolled the waters of the Red Sea
backward into a heap could easily have opened springs
in desert places. But they did not stop to think.
They were hot and thirsty, they could see no shade
and no streams, the springs to which they had finally
come were not sweet but bitter, and hence there
seemed but one thing to do, to stop their singing and
to express their discontent. ‘‘And the people mur-
mured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?’’
And then poor Moses stopped his singing. However,
even in these circumstances, he did not abandon God
or hope. There was one thing he could do; and this
he did. ‘‘He cried unto Jehovah.’’ And then the
record adds: ‘‘And Jehovah showed him a tree, and
he cast it into the waters, and the waters were made
sweet.’”” How quick God is to answer prayer!
Also, how infinite his resources are! Ior what was
there in a treetoturn bitter waters into sweet? DBut
there was everything in God and a tree to do so.
Charles Kingsley said in dying: ‘‘How beautiful
is God!”’ And itistrue. He is for ever and increas-
ingly beautiful, as we discover more and more what he
is and what he can do. So just bring God into your
wilderness places, O pilgrim saint; and even if praise
fails, do not let prayer fail. Ior Jechovah, in answer
to your cry, will make even the desert to rejoice
and blossom as the rose.

Ezodus 16:14, 35.
1. And they took their journey from Elim, and all
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the congregation of the children of Israel came unio
the wilderness of Sin, whick s between Elim and
Sinaz, on the fifteenth day of the second month after
their departing out of the land of Egypt. 2. And
the whole congregation of the children of Israel mur-
mured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilder-
ness: 3 and the chiddren of Israel said unto them,
Would that we had died by the hand of Jelhovah in
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots; when
we did cat bread to the full; for ye have brought us
forth anto this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly
with hunger. 4. Then said Jehovalh unto Moses, Be-
hold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the
people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every
day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk
m my law, or not. 35. And the children of Isracl did
cat the manna forty years, until they came to a land
inhabited; they did eat the manna, until they came
unto the borders of the land of Canaan.

That cry of Moses, as recorded in the previous
chapter (15:25), had a far reaching effect. It evi-
dently stirred the heart of God, for from the mo-
ment it reached him, he began to work in behalf of
Moses and his people in supplying their need, not
only of water, but also of bread. And he kept on
thus working for full forty years. In former genera-
tions we saw God doing things for Israel, for the sake
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, long after those pa-
triarchs were dead and had ceased to pray. And
now, there is a single cry, and then an answer full of
blessing, and reaching over a long period of time.
ITow little it takes to induce the God of grace to show
grace; and how full and unending the grace is when
once it begins to manifest itself! This is the God-
ward aspect of the story; and it is full of beauty and
encouragement. But there is also a8 manward aspect,



60 MEN WHO PRAYED

and this is as dark as the other is bright. The rea-
son that Moses sounded his plaintive ery in the ears of
Jehovah was because of the sinful murmuring of the
Israelites; and the reason that grace was ‘‘grace upon
grace’’ was because there was need of such, since tho
murmuring was long continued. It was well for the
Israelites that Moses stood as an intercessor between
themselves and Jehovah, or else it would have meant,
not grace, but judgment. However, the intercessor
was there, the ery was sounded forth, God heard, the
fountain of mercy was opened, and it continued to
flow. And, remember, Moses was a type of the
greater Intercessor, even Jesus, who ever liveth to
make intercession for us.

FEzodus 17:1-6.

1. And all the congregation of the children of Is-
rael journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, by their
journeys, according to the commandment of Jeho-
vah, and encamped in Rephidim: and there was mo
water for the people to drink. 2. Wherefore the
people strove with Moses, and said, Give us water
that we may drink. And Moses said unto them,
Why strive ye with mef wherefore do ye tempt Je-
hovah? 3. And the people thirsted there for water;
and the people murmured against Moses, and said,
Wherefore hast thow brought us up out of Egypt, to
kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?
4. And Moses cried unto Jehovah, saying What shall
I do unto thts people? they are almost ready to stone
me. 5. And Jehovah said unto Moses, Pass on before
the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel;
and thy rod, wherewith thow smotest the river, take in
thy hand, and go. 6. Behold, I wil stand before
thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thow shalt
smate the rock, and there shalt come water out of i,
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that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the
sight of the clders of Isracl.

One has said that ‘‘present tests are for future
trusts.”” Moses certainly found this so. Probably,
he saw little reason in all that was taking place in
the nature of trial and sorrow. But God did; and
hence the experiences not only came, but also con-
tinued. This murmuring, with its ingratitude and
cruel criticism, had been like a dagger-thrust in Moses’
heart, and the cry to God was the expression of his
soul’s anguish. But God’s answers of grace healed
the wound and revived the spirit. Thus God pre-
pared his servant for further trusts of trial and sor-
row. And it was not long before thesc were upon
him. The wilderness walk meant hardship of a se-
vere kind, for it was no easy thing for a multitude of
people to find food and drink in such a place. Hence,
as they went on, they might have water without food,
and then again have food without water. So the
murmuring kept up, until Moses was almost dis-
tracted by it. Indeed, now there was more than mur-
muring; there was muttering of a sinister kind, as
only an ungoverned mob can express. ‘‘And Moses
cried unto Jehovah saying, What shall I do unto this
people? they are almost ready to stone me.”” Poor
man! he was finding out what many a leader of men
has since found out, namely, that ‘‘uneasy lies the
head that wears the crown.”” However, he was also
finding out that God was the real King and that he
was on heaven’s throne. Hence, finally, his appeal
was to him. And how easily the King of kings set-
tled the difficulty. ‘‘Thou shalt smite the rock—
and there shall come water out of it.”’ Moses did
this; and the water came out in floods. So, man of
God, you who bear responsibility, when faces scowl
and tongues wag, look up !
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Ezodus 17: 8-16.

8. Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in
Rephidim. 9. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose
us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow
I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of
God i my hand. 10. So Joshua did as Bloses had
said to him, and fought with Amalel: and Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11.
And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand,
that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand,
Amalel prevailed. 12. But Aoses’ hands were heavy ;
and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he
sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands,
the one on the one side, and the other on the other
side; and his hands were steady until the going down
of the sun. 13. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and
his people with the edge of the sword. 14. And Je-
hoval said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in
a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: that I
will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from
under heaven. 15. And Moses bwilt an altar, and
called the name of it Jehovah-nissi: 16 and he said,
Jehovah hath sworn: Jehoval will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation.

The true man of God goes from victory to victory.
But this means that he also goes from conflict to con-
flict, for if there are no conflicts there can be no viec-
tories. NMoses was finding this out with unmistak-
able certitude. His life was coming to be filled with
contests. As soon as he overcame one enemy, another
would lift up his head. When it was not in the
camp, it was out of the camp; and when it was not
out of the camp, it was in the camp. But the marvel-
lous thing about it was that Moses was having good
reason to conclude that God was just as equal to
one event as to another. Indeed, he was discovering,
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liowever many tho confliots, that God neover lost a
battle. This 18 what made fighting worth while. At
the samo {ime, tho process was not an casy one.
Morcover, the p1 esent experience was peculiarly hard.
IFor by this time, Bloses had perceived that his par-
ticular place was that of an intercessor; and that
his particular duty was to pray. If e only could
have gotten down on to the plain, sword in hand,
and have hewed and hacked at the enemy, that would
have been easy. DBut to sit up on the mount, holding
up his hands, inactive, and ‘‘doing nothing but pray,’’
that was hard indeed. Many saints since then have
broken down just here. They say: ‘It is action that
tells;”’ and away they go down to the plain and into
the battle. This sounds well, and it looks well. But
the difficulty is, that battles are often lost in this way.
Some men must fight. But other men, if victories
are to be won, must keep their lonely watch with God.
So, Dbrother, i Jehovah has appointed you to hold
up holy hands on the mount, do not let anythmg on
carth or in hell tempt you into the valley. Whether
any one approves of it or not, just stay where he has
put you and do what he has told you. And be as-
sured, when you have learned to do this, it will not be
long, however great the conflict, before you will have
occasion to shout: ‘‘Jehovah-nissi,”’ the Lord is my
banner!

Ezxodus 19: 1-6.

1. In the third month aftor the children of Israel
wero gone forlh out of the land of Lgypt, the samo
day came they into tho wilderness of Sinat. 2. And
when they were deparied from Rephidim, and weres
como to the wilderness of Sinai, Lhey oncampod in
the wilderness; and Lhore Isracl encamped before the
mount., 3. And Moses wentl up unto God, and Jcho-
vah called unlo him out of the mounlain, saying, Thus
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shall thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the chil-
dren of Isracl: . Yo have scen whal I did wunlo
the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings,
and brought youw unto myself. 5. Now therefore, if
ye will obcy my voice indecd, and keep my covenant,
then ye shall be mine own possession from among all
peoples: for all the carth ts mene: 6. and ye shall be
unlo me a kingdom of pricsts, and e holy mnation.
These are the words which thow shalt speak unto the
children of Isracl.

The intercessor is not & man of inaction. The Rev.
Hudson Taylor once said: ‘I have seen many men
work without praying, though I have never seen any
good come out of it; but I have never seen a man pray
without working.’’ It is possible to do the one; but
it is not possible to do the other. The reason is,
first, that prayer leads to work; and second, that
prayer is work. This is true because prayer sets
God to working; and it is also true because, when he
works, he sets his servants to working with him. It
was this way with Moses. He had obediently and pa-
tiently sat on the mountain at Rephidim, while
Joshua fought in the valley. Now, having reached
Sinai and having come face to face with new crises, he
goes up into the mount to communo with God and
to get new wisdom and strength from him. And what
an immediate and blessed response there was. ‘‘And
Jehovah called unto him out of the mountain.’”’ This
is the way it always is when we seek Jehovah. But
mark what God goes on to say: ‘‘Thus shalt thou say
to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;’’
‘““These are the words which thou shalt speak unto
the children of Israel.”” In other words, God turned
the intercessor into a preacher. From that time on-
ward, Moses was kept busy carrying messages from
Jehovah to his people. Oh, preacher, do you want to
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know how lo precach and work? The way is this.
Just go up into the mount and commune with God;
and wait therc until he has spoken to you! Aflter
that you will not have to hunt for a sermon, or for
somcthing to do.

Exodus 19 :16-20.

16. And & came to pass on the third day, when it
twas morning, that there were thunders and light-
nings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the
voice of a trumpet exceeding loud; and all the people
that were wn the camp trembled. 17. And Moses
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God;
and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 18.
And mount Sinai, the whole of it, smoked, because
Jehoval descended wpon it in fire; and the smoke
thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the
whole mount quaked greatly. 19. And when the
voice of the trumpet wazed louder and louder, Moses
spake, and God answered him by a voice. 20. And
Jehoval came down upon mount Sinai, to the top of
the mount: and Jehovah called Moses to the top of
the mount; and Moses went up.

The man of prayer is a man of power. By God’s
appointment, he who prays puts into action God’s
omnipotence. It is not that God makes himself in-
ferior to man. It is this rather, that he gives to man
the privilege of being the occasion of making his su-
periority manifest. It is thus that God at one time
gald: ‘‘Ask me of things to come—and concerning
the work of my hands command ye me.’”’ He is ever
waiting to be petitioned, to be commanded, in order
that he may display his glorious might. And this is
the lesson which Jehovah was now seeking to teach
to Moses. He had brought his servant into the
‘‘School of Prayer,’’ and he was instructing him, lino
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upon lino and precept upon precept. Probably, Moscs
in praying just then had no thought ol setting the
lightning flashing and the thunder rolling. Neverthe-
less, this is what he did. That day he went up into
the mount (19:3), he came into contact with the God
of heaven and earth, who could do anything and
everything. And just then it was his desire to prove
to Isracl—and thus to men of all places and time—
that he was the Mighty and Terrible God. So Moses’
prayer gave Jehovah the occasion which he desired.
Hence it says: ‘‘Mount Sinai, the whole of it,
smoked, because Jehovah descended upon it in fire;
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a fur-
nace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.’”” It is a
wonderful thing to commune with God. When you
speak to him, you speak to One who does according to
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabit-
ants of the earth. Therefore, when you pray, look
out for something great.

Ezodus 20:18-21.

18. And all the people perceived the thunderings,
and the lightnings, and the voice of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking: and when the people saw 1it,
they trembled, and stood afar off. 19. And they said
unto Moses, Speak thow with us, and we will hear: but
let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20. And Moses
said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to
prove you, and that his fear may be before you, that
ye sin not, 21. And the people stood afar off, and
Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God
was.

Moses had now become the mouthpiece of God. He
was God’s echo, speaking only what he heard God
gpeak and speaking all that he heard God speak. So
it came to pass that he who heard Moses’ voice heard
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God’s voice. This was a good arrangement for the
people, under the circumstances, for they were not
ready to bear more: ‘‘Speak thou with us, and we
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.’’
At the same time, they missed the blessing which the
greater worshipper obtained, for they worshipped
‘‘afar-off,”” while Moses worshipped ‘‘face to face.”’
But mark what such communion meant to Moses:
““ And Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where
God was.’”” There had been times when Jehovah had
revealed himself to his servant in the light, as at the
burning bush. But now, he was only to be found in
the ‘‘thick darkness.”” And as between the two ex-
periences, no doubt Moses preferred the revelation of
God in the light. Darkness, and especially thick
darkness, is not inviting, for it is cheerless, oppres-
sive, terrorizing. But Moses knew that it was, just
then, where God was to be found, and whatever it
might imply, he must reach him. So he chose the
darkness. St. Augustine used to address God as the
One ‘‘most hidden, yet most manifest.”’ Yes, it is
often in the deepest gloom that God is most easily
discovered, and it is ever in the deepest darkness
that he is most clearly discerned as the God of Light.
So then, friend, the next time, you see a great, black,
forbidding cloud, do not shrink from it, but make
for it, and never stop till you reach the very center
of it. For it will be there that you will find God—
and glory !

Ezodus 24:1, 2, 5-11.

1. And he said unto Moses, Come up unto Jehoval,
thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of
the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off: 2 and
Moses alone shall come near unto Jehovah; dbut they
shall not come mnear; neither shall the peopls go up
with Iim. 5. And he sent young men of the children
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of Israel, who offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed
peace offerings of oxen wunto Jehovah. 6. And Moses
took half of the blood, and put it in basins; and half
of the blood he sprinkled on the allar. 1. And he
look the book of the covenant, and read i the au-
dience of the people: and they said, All that Jehoval
hath spoken will we do, and be obedient. 8. And
Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people,
and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which Je-
hovah Lath made with yow concerning all these words.
9. Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: 10 and
they saw the God of Israel; and there was under his
feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and
as it were the very heaven for clearness. 11. And
upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not
his hand: and they beheld God, and did cat and
drink.

God extends some blessed invitations to those who
seek to worship him. Iere it is: ‘‘Come up unto
Jehovah.’”’ And note, however the invitation is put
otherwise, it is always, ‘‘come up.’’ Jehovah is in-
finitely above us, and there must be a going up to
reach him. And this is the reason he invites us to
come. Ile wants to lift us above the levels of sin,
selfishness, inactivity, wrong desire and small under-
standing, on to the higher levels of blamelessness, de-
votion, zeal, ardent affection, and large vision. And
note again, there is but one way in which to ascend
and draw nigh: ‘‘And he sent young men of the
children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and
pacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto Jehovah.”
The way away from God was a way of sin, and hence
the way back to God is a way of blood. So, if you
do not like the blood, do not attempt to come. But if
you do like the blood, come at once, and all the way
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up, until you are very nigh; (Ephesians 2:12, 13).
This was the choico of Moses and his companions.
And they saw the God of Israel—Jesus in angelic
form—high, and lifted up, enthroned and glorified.
Yea, they saw God, and did eat and drink in his
presence. Ilave you ever had such an experience?
It may be yours, if you will.

Ezodus 24:12-18.

12. And Jehovah said unto Moses. Come up to me
to the mount, and be there: and I will give thee
the tables of stone, and the law and the command-
ment, which I have written, that thou mayest teach
them. 13. And Moses rose up, and Joshua his min-
aster: and Moses went up into the mount of God. 14.
And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us,
until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron
and Hur are with you; whosoever hath a cause, let
hwm come near unto them. 15. And Moses went up
into the mount, and the cloud covered the mount. 16.
And the glory of Jelhoval abode upon mount Sinai,
and the cloud covered it sixz days: and the seventh
day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the
cloud. 17. And the appearance of the glory of Je-
hoval was like devouring fire on the top of the mount
an the eyes of the children of Israel. 18. And Moses
entered wnto the midst of the cloud, and went up into
the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days
and forty naghts.

God doces not deal alike with all of his servants., He
has indeed his favorites. But probably it is much
as it is in the average family; the child is loved most
who loves most. This, at any rate, is true; Moses had
a great hunger for God. If he thought Jehovah was
in the fire of the burning bush, he made for the bush.
If he thought he was in the thick darkness of the
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cloud, he made for the cloud. If he thought he was
on the mount, he made for the mount. 1f he thought
he was on ihe peak of the mount, he made for the
peak of the mount. Ile was insatiate. Nothing would
satisfy him but God’s glory, God’s voice, God’s pres-
ence, God himself. And this is the sort of a man
who gets, not only the genecral, but also the special
invitations. Here and now it is: ‘‘Come up to me
into the mount, and be there.”’ There was going to
be a private ‘“at home,”” and God and Moses were to
be the person8 present. O, but it is worth while
turning from sin, denying self, taking time for prayer,
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, to be
trecated by Jchovah like this! And Moses accepted
the invitation: ‘‘Moses went up into the mount of
God.”” And then the Seripture adds: ‘‘And the
cloud covered the mount; and the glory of Jehovah
abode upon mount Sinai.’’ There we will leave Moses,
for what it meant to him is too sacred for us even to
try to imagine. Only, let us make sure to be like
God’s servant in being insatiate, so that some day Je-
hovah may bring us also into the secret place of the
Most High to satisfy our longing souls with himself.

Fzodus 25:1-9.

1. And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak
unto the children of Israel, that they take for me an
offering: of every man whose heart makelh him will-
ing ye shall take my offering. 3. And this is the of-
fering which ye shall take of them: gold, and stlver,
and brass, ¢ and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine linen, and goats’ hair, 5. and rams’ skins dyed
red, and secalskins, and acacia wood, 6, oil for the
light, spices for the anotniing oil, and for the sweot
tncense, T, onyx stones, and stones to be set, for the
ephod, and for the breastplate. 8. And let them make
me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 9.
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According lo all that I show thec, the pattern of lhe
tabernaclo, and the pattern of all the furniture
thereof, cven so shall ye malke +t.

Moses, during the forty days and nights on the
mount was to learn some deep lessons. He was to be
shown the plan of God in respect to acceptable and
ideal worship, for all time and peoples. And this
was to be done, not only by word of mouth, but also by
visible portrayal. Just as an architect will explain
to the master-workman his plan of a building, and
then besides, present to him a model of the building,
so God was going to appeal to both hearing and sight,
to both spirit and sense. The object of this was two-
fold; first, that the plan might be understood, and
second, that it might never be forgotten. Thus the
final word was: ‘‘According to all that I shall shew
thee, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of
all the furniture thereof, even so shall ye make it.”’
And thus Jehovah did—as the following chapters
show—down to the last minute detail. And the won-
derful thing about the revelation was, that God
granted to every person concerned a place in the ful-
fillment of his plan, the only condition being that he
should be one whose heart should make him willing.
The rich man could bring gold, silver, or onyx stones,
and the poor man, if he had nothing else, could bring
goat’s hair. 'What was going to make each gift equally
valuable was, first, that it was for God; and second,
that it came from the heart. And these are the first
principles of all true worship now. We must be sure
to build our sacrificial temples of prayer and praise
‘“after the pattern;’’ and then, we can eome with
little or much, acecording to our ability, knowing that
all will be alike precious to God.

Exodus 25:10, 11, 17-22,
10. And they shall make an ark of acacia wood:
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two cubils and a half shall be the lenglh Lhereof, and
a cubil and a half the breadlh thereof, and a cubil
and a half the height thercof. 11. And (how shall
overlay it wilh pure gold, wilthin and willoul shall
thou overlay i, and shall make upon it a crown of
gold round about. 17. And thow shall make a mercy-
seat of pure gold: two cubils and a half shall be the
lenglh thoreof, and a cubil and a half the breadlh
thercof. 18. And thou shalt make two cheritbims of
gold; of bealen work shalt thow make them, at the two
ends of the mercy-secat. 19. And make one cherubd
at the one end, and one cherudb at the other end: of
one picce with the mercy-seat shall ye make the
cherubim on the two ends thereof. 20. And the
cherubim shall spread out their wings on high, cover-
tng the mercy-seat with their wings, wilh their faces
one to another; toward the mercy-seat shall the faces
of the cherubim be. 21. And thou shalt put the mer-
cy-scat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shall
put the testimony that I shall give thee. 22. And
there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with
thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two
cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony,
of all things which I will give Lhee in commandment
unlo the children of Israel.

Moses must have been surprised as God unfolded
his plan for a place of worship. Usually, architects
and Dbuilders begin with the outward part and build
inward. But God began with the inward part and
built ontward. And, much to the surprise of all nat-
ural minded men, God has been working in this man-
ner ever gince.  Man reforms; God regenerates. Man
#ays, ‘‘Dol”’ @od says, ‘‘Bel’”’ Man suys, ‘‘If you
do, you will bie;’' God says, ‘' Il you be, you will do.”’
These are radieal distinctions. And they arve all sug-
gested by (od's plan of worship here set forth. Je-
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hovah began his temple of worship and the worship
itself at tho very heart of all, namely, at the ark.
Now this ark represented Christ as the God-Man, the
shining gold standing for his deity, and the fragrant
shittim wood for his hwmanity. Then the mercy-seat
above represented Christ as the Mediator, over which
the cherubims bent in adoring worship, where blood
was sprinkled in sign of perfect reconciliation, and
where God could meet with man in full and blessed
communion. This portion of the tabernacle being
established, all else could be added to it. And thus
it is now. It is the Christ who must first be lifted
up, if the worshipper is to draw nigh. And when he
is given his true place, all else of worship and service
may follow.

Ezodus 25:23-30.

23. And thou shalt make a tadble of acacia wood:
two cubits shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height
thereof. 24. And thou shalt overlay it with pure
gold, and make thereto a crown of gold round about.
25. And thou shalt make unto it a border of a hand-
breadth round about, and thow shalt make a golden
crown to the border thereof round about. 26. And
thou shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put the
rings in the four corners that are on the four feet
thereof. 27. Close by the border shall the rings be,
for places for the staves to bear the table. 28. And
thou shalt make the staves of acacia wood, and over-
lay them with gold, that the table may be borne with
them. 29. And thow shalt make the dishes thercof,
and the spoons thereof, and the flagons thereof, and
the bowls thereof, wherewith to pour out: of pure gold
shalt thou make them. 30. And thow shalt set upon
the table showbdread before me alway.
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Moses now saw God’s plan being enlarged, out-
wardly. The ark was in its place, and beyond it was
to be a table of shewbrcad. This too, was to be of
shittim wood, overlaid with gold. And it was to bear
upon its top twelve loaves of bread, the number repre-
senting the twelve tribes of Israel. So the worship-
pers, being warranted in drawing nigh, were not to
be left unsupplied. They were to be fed by the hand
of the Lord, from the table of the Lord, and thus
they were to be forever satisfied. DBesides, the very
name ‘‘shewbread’’ was to signify that their food was
to be the Lord himself, for the word means, ‘‘bread of
faces,”’ which presents the fact that God’s presence
was to be there. This is why Jesus, in his day, said:
‘I am the living bread which came down from heaven;
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever.’’
For, just as the ark and mercy seat spoke of Christ,
50 also the table of -shewbread spoke of him.

Ezodus 25:31-33, 37-40.

31. And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold:
of beaten work shall the candlestick be made, even
its base, and its shaft; its cups, its knops, and its
flowers, shall be of one piece with it; 32 and there
shall be siz branches going out of the sides thereof;
three branches of the candlestick out of the one side
thereof, and three branches of the candlestick out of
the other side thereof: 33 three cups made like al-
mond-blossoms in one branch, a knop and a flower;
and three cups made like almond-blossoms in the
other branch, a knop and a flower: so for the sic
branches going out of the candlesticks. 37. And thou
shalt make the lamps thereof, seven: and they shall
light the lamps thereof, to give light over against it.
38. And the snuffers thereof, and the swuffdishes
thereof, shall be of pure gold. 39. Of a talent of
pure gold shall it be made, with all these vessels. 40.



MEN WIIO PRAYED 75

And see that lhow make theom after their patlern,
which hatlh beon showed theo in the mount.

It must have been a heartening experience to
Moses to sce that the worship of Jechovah was going
to mean life, unending and abundant. DBut he may
have wondered, at once, if it was to mean also the
supply of man’s need of light. DBecause life without
light must, after all, leave the soul inadequately pro-
vided for. Man nceds life and light, the one supple-
menting and complementing the other. DBut Moses’
wondering thoughts, if he had them, were soon brought
to an end. In God’s economy and order, life camo
first; but’ after life came light. Ilence, Jehovah,
having placed in the sanctuary the table of shew-
bread, put over against it the candlestick, or lamp-
stand. As to this lamp-stand, it was to be made of
‘““pure,’”’ or refined gold, since it was to set forth the
divine Christ. Also, it was to have one upright stem,
and six side branches, and seven lamps, signifying
the divine fulness of the provision. And lastly it
was to have golden tongs and snuff dishes, in order
that the lamps might be kept constantly trimmed and
burning, since the divine light was never to go out.
It was with all this in view that Jesus said: ‘I
am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.’’
And Christ thus made plain that he was the consum-
mation of all that the tabernacle worship proclaimed
concerning light, for he was to be the true, unending
and ever illuminating light of the soul.

Ezodus 27:1, 2, 18-21.

1. And thow shalt make the altar of acacia wood,
five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall
bo foursquare: and the height thereof shall be three
oubits. 2. And thou shall make the horns of il upon
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tho four corners thercof: tho horns thercof shall be
of ong picce with il: and thow shall overlay il wilh
brass. 18. The length of the court shall be a hundred
cubits, and the breadth fifty every where, and the
height fivo cubits, of fine twined linen, and their sock-
ets of brass. 19. AUl the instruments of the laber-
nacle i all the service thereof, and all the pins
thercof, and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass.
20. And thou shalt command the children of Israel,
that they bring unto thee pure olive oil beaten for
the light, to cause a lamp to burn continually. 21.
In the tent of meeting, without the veil which 1s before
the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall keep it in
order from the evening to morning before Jehovah:
it shall be a statute for ever throughout their gemera-
tions on the behalf of the children of Israel.

Besides the table of shew-bread and the seven-
branched lampstand, there was to be in the holy place
a golden altar of incense, (30:1-11), which sets forth
the prayerful and praiseful intercession of Christ in
behalf of his people; (John 17:9-26). This, as re-
lated to worship, was highly significant, for it meant
that the worshippers could only be supplied with life
and light through the mediation of Christ. There pre-
ceded this revelation, however, that which the above
passage refers to, namely, a setting forth of the out-
ward features of the tabernacle. These were as fol-
lows: there were to be curtains, boards, and bars;
there was to be a veil between the most holy and the
holy place; there was to be a brazen altar and laver
in the outer court; and there were to be curtains,
hanging upon pillars, surrounding the tabernacle and
enclosing all. Thus, each portion was to be a part of
the great whole, and thus the whole was to be the
means by which Israel was to have access to God. By
these means, and by these only, the worshipper was to
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find acceptance before God, to secure communion with
God, and to obtain blessing from God. And such re-
sults were to come to pass because all things, inward
and outward, stood for and spoke of Christ. That
is a wonderfully explanatory word in Revelation, (19:
10), where it says: ‘‘The testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.’”” For it means nothing short of
this, that all prophecy, whether in Old or New Testa-
ment, whether in declaration, sign, symbol or type,
points to Christ. With this thought in mind, we may
interpret and understand the tabernacle, in part and
in whole. Hence, that precious word of the Psalm-
ist: ‘‘In his temple, everything saith, Glory!’’

Ezxodus 28 : 40-43.

40. And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make coats,
and thou shalt make for them girdles, and head-tires
shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty.
41. And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother,
and upon his sons with him; and shalt anoint them,
and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may
manister unto me in the priest’s office. 42. And thou
shalt make them linen breeches to cover the flesh of
thewr nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs
they shall reach: 43 and they shall be upon Aaron,
and upon his sons, when they go in unto the tent of
meeting, or when they come near unto the altar to min-
ister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and
dee: 1t shall be a statute for ever unto him and unto
his seed after him.

There was but one more present revelation which
Jehovah was to make to Moses in the mount respecting
worship, and then his instructions would be complete.
So far, he had described the tabernacle of worship,
which was to be the worshipper’s environment. Now,
he was to describe the worshipper himself, as, in this
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environment, he was to offer his worship. And God
makes this revelation in connection with the consecra-
tion of Aaron and his sons, who, it is to be remem-
bered, represented the people of Isracl as a whole.
And briefly, the revelation is this. First, those who
were to be consecrated had to belong to the right
family, (verse 40); second, they had to be clothed
with the right dress, (verses 40-42) ; third, they had to
have the right anointing, (verse 41) ; and fourth, they
had to be consecrated in the right manner, (verse 41).
And what does this mean as related to ourselves?
The New Testament makes the meaning plain. Be-
longing to the right family speaks of our regeneration
and of our becoming God’s priests through the Spirit,
(John 3:3, 5; I Peter 1:23; Revelation 1: 5, 6) ; hav-
ing the right dress on signifies our being clothed with
the righteousness of Christ and of our being glorified
and beautified in him, (Revelation 19:8; I Corin-
thians 5:21); having the right anointing sets forth
our being baptized by the Spirit and of our being thus
introduced into the one body of Christ, (Acts 2:1, 2;
I Corinthians 12:13) ; and being consecrated in the
right manner means our having the hands filled with
Jesus, (28:41, margin, 29:22-24), and the lifting up
of him in the presence of God and men. Thus, as it
was with the worshipping, so it was with the worship-
per. It was Christ throughout.

Exodus 32:7-14.

7. And Jehovah spake unto Moses, Go, get thee
down; for thy people, that thow broughtest up out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8
they have turned aside quickly out of the way which I
commanded them: they have made them a molten calf,
and have worshipped tt, and have sacrificed unto 1t,
and said, These are thy gods, O Isracl, that brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9. And Jehovah
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said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold,
1t 15 a stiffnecked people: 10 now therefore let me alone,
that my wrath may waz hot against them, and that I
may consume them: and I will make of thee a great
nation. 11. And Moses besought Jehovah his God,
and said, Jehoval, why doth thy wrath waz hot against
thy people, that thou hast brought forth out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? 12. Wherefore should the Egyptians speak,
saying, For evil did he bring them forth, to slay them
in the mountains, and to consume them from the face
of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and re-
pent of this evil against thy people. 13. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom
thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them,
I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and
all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto
your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 14. And
Jehovah repented of the evil which he said he would
do unto his people.

Moses on the mount had had visions, no doubt, of
days of ease and quiet when again he would be with
his people. He had left them to learn the way of God
in worship more perfectly, and he would return to
teach them all that he had been taught. He was ig-
norant of the fact that while he was communing with
God his people had utterly corrupted themselves, turn-
ing from Jehovah and choosing to worship instead
one of their old time gods. But God had seen it all.
‘With that long patience which is only known to deity,
he had gone on communing with Moses on the mount,
though beholding the false and vile worship on the
plain. God’s patience, however, never means indiffer-
ence; and, now that the communing is over, he must
break into Moses’ dreams of peaceful days and re-
veal to him the wickedness of Israel: ‘‘Thy people
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that thou broughtest up out of the land of Egypt
have corrupted themselves; now, therefore, let me
alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and
that I may consume them; and I will make of thee a
great nation.’’ The shock which these words must
have given to Moses, no one can imagine. But it is
notable, the effect which they produced. A smaller
man than he would have been less affected by the dis-
appointment of it all, and would have greedily seized
upon God'’s offer to make of him a great man. Not so,
however, with this man of prayer. Communion with
God had given to him a quick instinct for the divine.
Hence, he began immediately to plead with Jehovah,
telling him what the Egyptians would say, reminding
him of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
and urging him to turn from his wrath and keep to
his promises. This was a bold attitude, and it led
to equally bold language. But intercourse with God
creates audacity, for, face to face with him, the soul
learns that he is ever just and that it is his prerogative
to show mercy. And thus Moses in his zeal for Is-
rael, forgot all about himself, never mentioning what
God had offered to make of him. There could be but
one outcome to such an attitude and to such an inter-
cession: ‘‘And Jehovah repented of the evil which
he said he would do unto his people.”’

Ezodus 32: 30-35.

30. And 1t came to pass on the morrow, that Moses
said unto the people, Ye have stnned a great sin: and
now I will go up unto Jehovah; peradventure I shall
make atonement for your sim. 31. And Moses re-
turned unto Jehovah, and said, Oh, this people have
sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold.
32. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sitn—; and if
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou
hast written. 33. And Jehovah said wunto Moses,
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TWhosocver hath sinned against me, him will I blot
out of my book. 34. And now go, lead the people
unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: be-
hold, mine angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in
the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.
35. And Jehovah smote the people because they made
the calf, which Aaron made.

It was one thing for Moses to be up on the mount
and so out of sight of Israel and their sin; but it was
another thing for him to be down on the plain in full
view of what that sin was and meant. Up on the
mount, Moses had stood, pleading with God that he
would show patience and grant forgiveness; down on
the plain, he broke the tables of stone, seized the ob-
noxious calf, burnt it in the fire, ground it into pow-
der, strewed it on the ground, made the children of
Israel to drink of it, arraigned Aaron before all of
the people, condemned him and them for their sin,
ordered the Levites to take their swords and fall upon
the idolaters, and never paused until he had slain a
full three thousand of them. And in all this, ap-
parently, Moses sinned not. This was righteous in-
dignation, righteously expressed; and it was but a
reflection of what had been and was in the heart of
God. IFor we must not mistake the meaning of God’s
grace when, in answer to Moses’ pleadings, he re-
strained himself from judgment. His grace was in
proportion to Israel’s sin, and if his grace was great,
so also was the sin. In this wise, Moses was learn-
ing something of the mind of God concerning evil, and
was expressing something of the abhorrence of God
for the same. And yet Moses had not forgotten the
lessons learned on the mount. In spite of wrath, he
had come to have a heart of love. Ience, back to the
mount and to God he went, and down before his holy
presence he bowed. And what a prayer he breathed
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‘‘Oh, this pcople have sinned a great sin, and have
made them gods of gold; yet now, if thou wilt forgive
their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of
thy book which thou hast written!’’ This was noth-
ing less than the spirit which was in Christ, who was
accursed for men. It is plain, therefore, that Moses
was anticipating, both in judgmént and in interces-
sion. Though he knew it not, he was foresignifying
both the shame and glory of Calvary’s cross.

Ezodus 33:7-11.

7. Now Moses used to take the tent and to pitch 1t
without the camp, afar off from the camp; and he
called 1t, The tent of meeting. And +t came to pass,
that every one that sought Jehovah went out unto the
tent of meeting, which was without the camp. 8.
And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the
Tent, that all the people rose up, and stood, every man
at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was
gone wnto the Tent. 9. And 1t came to pass, when
Moses entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud de-
scended, and stood at the door of the Tent: and Je-
hovah spake with Moses. 10. And all the people saw
the pillar of cloud stand at the door of the Tent: and
all the people rose up and worshipped, cvery man at
his tent door. 11. And Jehovah spake wunto Moses
face to face, as a man speaketh unto hns friend. And
he turned again into the camp: but his minister
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not
out of the Tent.

A great preacher has said: ‘‘Although flesh and
blood cannot enter into heaven, heaven can cnter into
flesh and blood.’’ It began to be so with Moses. His
going into the mount was not entering into heaven,
but it was going into a place where heaven centered
into him. T or Moses’ ascension into the mount mecant
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eniering into the presence of God, and, a8 God met
and communed with him, heaven came and posscssed
him. Thus it wns, that those mountain top times
were wonderful experiences to Moses, and also to
God. Ifor Heart met with heart up there, the larger
with the smaller, to the joy of each. And now, this
experience of communion is brought lower down, from
the mountain top to the desert sands. For the taber-
nacle has been pitched, and the ark is in its place,
and Moses can enter into the holy place to worship
Jehovah as the Life, the Light, and the infinitely
Sweet and Fragrant One. So it is, as Moses found
God higher up, he now finds him lower down, a gra-
cious, loving and communing Lord: ¢‘And Jehovah
spake with DMoses face to face, as a man speaketh .unto
his friend.”” And do you ask what he said? Moses
does not say. Nor does Jehovah say. And where-
fore? Ah, love has secrets which it never betrays.
Be this your only anxiety, therefore, to go, in your
turn, into the holy place in order that Jehovah may
also speak face to face with you. And believe me,
you will hardly be able to tell in that hour whether
it is that heaven has entered into you or that you
have entered into heaven.

FEzodus 33:12-17.

12. And Moses said unto Jehovah, See, thou sayest
unlo me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let
me lIknow whom thou wilt send with me. Yot thou
hast said, I know thece by name, and thouw hast also
found favor in my sight. 13. Now therefors, I pray
thee, if 1 have found favor in lhy sight, show me now
thy ways, that 1 may know thee, to the end that I may
find [avor in thy sight: and consider that this nalion
iz {hy people. 14. And heo said, My presonce shall go
with thee, and I will give thee rest. 15. And ha said
unlo him, If thy presence go mol with me, carry us
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not up hence. 16. For wherein now shall 1t be known
that I have found favor in thy sight, I and thy peo-
ple? is it not in that thow goest with us, so that we are
separated, I and thy people, from all the people that
are upon the face of the earth? 17. And Jehovah
said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou
hast spoken; for thou hast found favor in my sight,
and I know thee by name.

The man of God and prayer has the upward look.
And the man of God and prayer has the forward
look. Looking upward necessarily means looking for-
ward. For when one gazes upon God, he sees big;
and when one sees big he sees all around, including
forward. It is thus that the man of God and prayer
becomes a seer. And it is thus that God speaks, sooner
or later, to such an one even as he spoke to John the
seer: ‘‘Come up hither, and I will show thee things
which must come to pass hereafter.’” And so it hap-
pened that Moses discerned that God, in spite of Is-
rael’s sin, meant to lead that people on and through.
This was a great discovery. At the same time, it was
startling. For it implied that Jehovah was expecting
him to be patient and courageous like himself, and
hence, not to give up or turn back, whatever might
come to pass. And yet how could he be and do this?
He knew now that he had been a failure, for his
leadership had ended in the terrible climax of the
golden calf and judgment. And what could he ex-
pect hereafter of a better kind? No, he could not go
on—except under one condition. There must be an-
other leader besides himself, and a better one. Hence
his ery: ‘‘If thy Presence go not with me, carry us
not up hence!’”’ Ah, the seer had seen, not simply
things, but also persons. e had seen Israel, and
himself—and God! And the sight had put God on
the throne, and all men, including himself, into the
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dust. This was a seer, indeed ; and such seers become
the best leaders. For hear what God has to say to
Moses: ‘‘My DPresence shall go with thee; and I
will give thee rest.”’ Ifrom that time on, the Leader
was to lead the leader. And, of course, with such an
Over-leader, the under-leader, having no burdens, was
to enjoy unbroken peace of mind and heart. Happy,
happy man!

Ezxodus 33:18-23.

18. And he said, Show me, I pray thee, thy glory.
19. And he said, I will make all my goodness pass be-
fore thee, and will proclaim the name of Jehoval be-
fore thee; and I will be gracious to whom I wnll be
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I wxll show
mercy. 20. And he said, Thou canst not see my face;
for man shall not see me and live. 21. And Jehovah
said, Behold, there s a place by me, and thou shalt
stand upon the rock: 22 and it shall come to pass,
while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a
cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand
until I have passed by: 23 and I will take away my
hand, and thou shalt see my back; but my face shall
not be seen.

A well-known writer once said: ‘‘All the way to
heaven is heaven.’”” And Moses was finding it so.
He had indeed seen the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. This had not meant exemption
from trials and sorrows. But in the midst of each
darkness there had been a great light. The Pres-
ence had been with him. And, best of all, it was to
be with him to the end. And yet soul-satisfaction
begets soul-hunger. What he had experienced made
him long for more. And just now he desired to seec
Jehovah’s glory. Ie had seen something of it on the
mount; but he longed to behold it as it was in heaven,
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ay, and as it was in the very person of God. If he
could only see this, he argued, he could go anywhere,
do and bear anything, for Jehovali’s sake. Ifor he
would understand then what the Presence was and
would mean. And so the communer with God cries:
‘‘Show me, I pray thee, thy glory.’”” But the Re-
vealer makes what must have seemed to DMoses a
strange reply: ‘‘I will make all my goodness pass
before thee.’’ Now, Moses had not asked for good-
ness; he had asked for glory. Why then did Jeho-
vah say ‘‘goodness’’? The answer is written large
in Scripture and experience. In God’s economy,
grace is first, and glory is last; and pilgrim saints
must needs pass through the grace in order to reach
the glory. As to Moses, while it was true that he was
journeying to the celestial city, there was many a
weary mile to be traversed before he should reach
there. And what he needed, God gave, namely, good-
ness. And yet he was not to be left without some-
thing of the glory. At least, he might see God’s back,
provided he would hide within the rock. This Moses
did. And in the shelter of that place, he learned
that God’s hinder parts are more glorious than the
faces of a multitude of kings. And from that time
on to the end, it was goodness, unending and ever
increasing.

Ezxodus 34:4-9.

4. And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the
first; and Aoses rose up early in the morning, and
went up 1to mount Siaz, as Jehovalh had commanded
him, and took in his hand two tables of stone. 5. And
Jehoval descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. 6. And
Jehovah passed by before him, and proclaimed, Jeho-
vah, Jehovah, a Qod merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth; 7
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keoping lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving in-
squily and transgression and sin; and that will by no
means clear the guilly, visiting the tniquity of the
fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s
children, upon the third and upon the fourth genera-
tion. 8. And Moses made haste, and bowed lus head
toward the carth, and worslnpped 9. And he said,
If now I have found.favor m thy sight, O Lord, let
the Lord, I pray thee, go in the midst of us; for
it is a steﬁ'necked people; and pardon our tniquity and
our sin, and take us for thine tnheritance.

Because one has learned lessons, it does not fol-
low that one has no lessons to learn. Life is a pro-
gression in knowledge. Peter had been long in the
School of God, and yet he wrote, for himself as well as
for others: ‘‘Grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”” And all the
godly men who have ever lived Lave sought to make
what learning they have obtained the means of ob-
taining more learning. As one has well said: ‘‘The
perseverance of the saints consists in their unlimited
capacity of beginning over again.”” And thus lMoses,
in his time, went from knowledge to knowledge. He
had learned much. But he now desires to learn more.
Tence, you have him hewing out new tables of stone,
going up into the mount, and getting back into the
presence of God. He wants Jehovah to rewrite his
ten sayings upon the tables, and to begin anew his
instructions to him and to his people. And God takes
him at his word, for he meets with him and begins at
once to instruct him. But he commences his new les-
sons in a most unexpected manner. He does not be-
gin by rewriting the commandments. This is what
the Word says: ‘‘And Jehovah—proclaimed the
name of Jehovah.”” In other words, God brought his
servant, as it were, into his theological seminary, and
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gave him as his theological task—for theology is the
science of God—the study of himself. This, after all,
was Moses’ need. If he should not know Jechovah,
he would be a weakling and valueless; if he should
Iknow him, he would be strong and do exploits. ‘And
as for ourselves, this is the need of all those who would
serve God; and it is the lesson which God will insist
upon teaching us. So then, you who know God, just
begin over again in studying him. Yea, though you
be a graduate of a theological seminary, offer your-
self anew to God to be taken into his school and un-
der his instruction. But as you do so, remember this,
that not all of God’s seminaries are made of brick and
mortar, and that not a few of them will be found to
be made up of trial, suffering and sorrow.

Ezodus 34:29-35.

29. And it came to pass, when Moses came down
from mount Sinar with the two tables of the testimony
wm Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount,
that Moses knew not that the skin of his face shone
by reason of his speaking with him. 30. And when
Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, be-
hold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid
to come nigh him. 31. And Moses called unto them;
and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation re-
turned unto him: and Moses spake to them. 32. And
afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and
he gave them in commandment all that Jehovah had
spoken with him in mount Swinar. 33. And when
Moses had done speaking with them, he put a wveil
on his face. 34. But when Moses went in before Je-
hoval to speak with him, he took the wveil off, until
he came out; and he came out and spake unto the
chiddren of Israel that which he was commanded.
35. And the children of Israel saw the face of Mosecs,
that the skin of Moses’ face shone; and Moses put the
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veil upon his face again, until he went in lo spealk
with hem.

The last sight which we had of Moses (34:8) was
on the mount, his head bowed to the earth, and wor-
shipping Jehovah. Now we see him descending the
mount, bearing in his hands the tables of testimony,
calling to Aaron and the rulers of the congregation,
drawing near to the children of Israel, and giving
to each and all the commandments which Jehovah had
given to him. DBut a new and wonderful thing had
taken place since Moses had last seen his people. His
face, unknown to himself, had become glistening
white. The worshipper had become like the One whom
he had worshipped. He had made, by this time, so
many journeys to the mount, he had dwelt so often
and long in the midst of glory, he had looked so
closely and longingly into the divine Face, that he
had caught the likeness and now bore the image of
the heavenly. A clergyman once said of another
clergyman, that he was one ‘‘upon whose face the
ten commandments were written.’’ Thus it was with
Moses. Only it was more than this. He was one
upon whose face appeared the God of the ten com-
mandments, in all his beauty and glory. And so he
had to put a veil over his face, for the children of
Israel could not bear the sight. .Ah, communing
with Jehovah has more than one result. It does pro-
duce thundering and lightning, and earthquakes and
voices. But most and best of all, it reproduces God
in the midst and sight of men. A missionary in China,
who had communed much with God, was called, even
by the heatben, ‘‘Mr. Glory-face.”” OL, that there
were whole families of Glory-faces; fathers, mothers,
gons and daughters! This dark world needs such, be-
yond describing.
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Ezodus 40:9-16.

9. And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint
the tabernacle, and all that is therein, and shalt hal-
low it, and all the furniture thereof: and it shall be
holy. 10. And thou shalt anoint the altar of burnt
offering, and all tts vessels, and sanctify the altar:
and the altar shall be most holy. 11. And thou shalt
anoint the laver and ils base, and sanctify it. 12.
And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the
door of the tent of meeting, and shalt wash them
with water. 13. And thou shalt put upon Aaron the
holy garments; and thou shalt anotnt him, and sanc-
tify him, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s
office. 14. And thou shalt bring his soms, and put
coats upon them: 156 and thou shalt anoint them, as
thou didst anownt theiwr father, that they may minis-
ter unto me in the priest’s office: and their anointing
shall be to them for an everlasting priesthood through-
out their generations. 16. Thus did Moses: accord-
ang to all that Jehovah commanded him, so did he.

The end of the teaching was drawing near. God
has made many revelations to Moses; some of a pub-
lic and some of a private kind, some concerning
outward and some concerning inward things. But
the purpose of all had been to make it plain how
God was to be worshipped by men, singly and col-
lectively. And at last all seemed complete. It is
probable, if Moses had been questioned, that he would
have declared that nothing remained to be said or
done. The tabernacle was set up, the formula of
service was known, the priests were chosen and pre-
pared; what more could God desire! It is true that
Jehovah appeared to be waiting for something, for
his glory had not yet descended from heaven to the
tabernacle. But this could not mean that anything
was lacking on earth! And yet something was lack-
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ing, and unless it was supplied, there would be no ac-
coptable worship or sorvice. What was it7 It was
an anointing. The tabernacle and all its contents,
{he nltar and all its vessels, the laver and its base,
Aaron and his sons, all had to be touched and sanc-
tified by the holy oil. What a lesson is this for the
individual, and also for the ‘‘great congregation.’’
Do we not catch in it the fore-sounding of the Mas-
ter’s voice! ‘“God is a Spirit, and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”’
There is no other way. To come into the holy Pres-
ence in the Spirit is true worship, and it means ac-
ceptance; to come apart from the Spirit is Dblas-
phemy, and it means rcjection. And so Dloses did
according to all that Jehovah had commanded him.

Ezodus 40:34-38.

3+ Then the cloud covered the temt of meeting,
and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 35.
And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of
meeling, because the cloud abode thereon, and the
glory of Jehoval filled the tabernacle. 36. And when
the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
children of Isracl went onward, throughout all their
Jjourneys: 37 but if the cloud were not taken up, then
they journeyed not till the day that il was taken up.
38. For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle
by day, and there was fire theresn by night, in the
sighl of all the house of Israel, throughout all their
journeys.

The end of the story, so far as Moses is concerned,
has been reached. The servant and friend of God
has learned his lessons and has put them into prac-
tice. The Spirit declares, (verse 16) : “Thus did
Moxea; unccording to all that Jehovah cominanded
him; so did he;"’ *“So Moses finished the work.”” IIe
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had not been sinless. But he bad been faithful; (He-
brews 3:2). Above all, he had been willing and
anxious to be taught of God, and he had done his best
in applying what he had learned to life. As a re-
sult, he had become a great worshipper of Jehovah,
and had come to know him and be like him. Hence,
Jehovah trusted him with confidence and secrets,
with revelations of himself which he could not make
to any other. As the Psalmist tells us: Ie made
known his ‘‘doings unto the children of Israel;’’ but
he made known his ““ways unto Moses.”” And nor,
Jehovah brings to pass the consummation of his serv-
ant’s prayer and faith and obedience: ‘‘Then the
cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of
Jehovah filled the tabernacle.”” And so great was
the glory that even Moses was not able to enter into
the place where he had been so often, but had to
stand without till the glory-cloud had somewhat lifted
and dimmed. Browning describes Atlas as ‘‘a giant
standing vast in the sunset.”” So Moses appears to
our eyes at this the sunset of his life. And—let us
lay the lesson to heart—what made him vast was com-
munion with Almighty God.

Joshua. Joshua 1:1-3; 7-9.

1. Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the
servant of Jehovah, that Jehoval spake unto Joshua
the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, 2 Moses my
servant 1s dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jor-
dan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which 1
do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 3.
Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon,
to you have I given t, as I spake unto Moses. 1.
Only be strong and very courageous, to observe to do
according to all the law, which Moses my servant com-
manded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to
the left, that thou mayest have good success whither-
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soover thouw goest. 8. This book of the law shall nol
depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate
therecon day and night, that thow mayest observe to do
according to all that is writien therein: for then thou
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
lhave good success. 9. Have not I commanded thee?
Be strong and of a good courage; be not affrighted,
neither be thow dismayed: for Jehovah thy God is
with thee whithersocver thou goest.

Moses is dead and lies buried on Nebo’s mount.
And now Joshua is suddenly exalted into a place of
large responsibility, with an unknown land before
him, and with mighty nations arrayed against him.
But who is he that he may hope to lead Israel under
such circumstances? To be sure, he has had not a
little experience with Moses, having been his servant,
having gone into the mount with him, having at-
tended him in the ministry of the tabernacle, and hav-
ing fought and won some great battles under his lead-
ership. But it is one thing to be great when a greater
one is at hand to lean upon, and it is quite another
thing to be great when one stands alone. And this
last was the present situation. So Joshua felt that he
was in a difficult position; and the man who had
learned to commune with Jehovah, stood silent, his
heart failing him, and fear possessing him. But it
was just then that the anticipating, communing Je-
hovah drew near: ‘‘As I was with Moses, so I will
be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee; be
strong, and of good courage.’” And yet, how was he
to be strong and of good courage? He was not like
Moses. He was but a plain man, a man of military
affairs, who must fight hard and win by means of his
unsheathed sword! But once again the communing
voice is heard: ‘‘Only be strong and very courageous
to observe to do according to all the law;—turn not
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from it to tho right hand or to the left, that thou may-
c&tl have good success whithersocver thou goest.””  Af-
ter all, the way of one scrvant of God or of another
is just the same. As it had been with Dloses, so it
was to be with Joshua—the eyes fixed upon Jehovah,
tho cars open to his commands, and the heart con-
stantly choosing to obey! Moses had learned the les-
son. And now it was Joshua’s turn to learn.

Joshua 5:13-15.

13. And it cama to pass, when Joshua was by Jer-
tcho, that ho lifted up his eyes and looked, and, belold,
there stood a man over against hum with his sword
drawn i his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and
said unio him, Art thouw for us, or for our adver-
saries? 14. And he said, Nay; but as prince of the
host of Jehovah am I now come. And Joshua fell on
his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto
him, What saith my lord unto his servant? 15. And
the prince of Jehoval’s host said unto Joshua, Put
off thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon
thou standest 1is holy. And Joshua did so.

Joshua had learned his lesson. Or, at least, he
thought he had. He had heard the voice of Jehovah,
and had chosen to cleave to him, had crossed the
Jordan into the promised land, had dedicated himself
and Israel to a separated life, and now stood ready to
march against Jericho and all the nations beyond. It
must have been what the Scotch would call a ‘‘bonnie
sicht’’ to see the young soldier standing erect, with his
face full turned toward his foes, and with the fire of
courage and passion gleaming in his eyes. Here, if
ever, was a prepared <warrior, lacking nothing to
make him a victor over all. And Joshua had caught
the popular opinion concerning himself, and he would
have humbly acknowledged that he was ready to fight



MEN WILO PRAYED 95

the battles of Jehovah to the last issue of success and
glory. And lo, suddenly, there stood a man over
against him with his sword drawn in his hand! What
could this mean? He knew not. But Joshua was no
coward. In a moment he had given the stranger chal-
lenge: ‘‘Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?’’
Then came back an unexpected, a withering answer:
‘‘Nay, but as Prince of the host of Jehovah am I now
come!’’ Poor Joshua! How little he had understood
his heart, and his life’s need! He was not so pre-
pared for the conflict after all. And it was for this
reason that the God who had withstood Jacob, now
withstands him. And what a change is wrought in
that short hour. The leader of Israel drops on bended
knee before his Prince and worships him. Then,
humbled, he breathes this prayer: ‘‘What saith my
lord unto his servant?’> The answer is short, but
searching: ‘‘Put off thy shoe from off thy foot,
for the place whereon thou standest is holy.’’ Joshua
18 indeed a leader. But he is not the leader. Je-
hovah alone is this. As for Joshua he is beginning to
learn, what every true spiritual leader must learn, that
jt:‘he place of victory is only to be found at Jehovah’s
eet.

Joshua 7: 6-13.

6. And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth
upon his face before the ark of Jehovah until the
evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put
dust upon their heads. 7. And Joshua said, Alas, O
Lord Jehovah, wherefore hast thow at all brought this
people over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of
the Amorites, to cause us to perish# would that we had
been content and dwelt beyond the Jordan! 8. Oh
Lord, what shall I say, after that Israel hath turncd
their backs before their ememies! 9. For the Ca-
naanites and all the inhabdbitants of the land will hear
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of 1t, and will compass us round, and cut off our namo
from the ecarth: and whal wilt thow do for Lhy greal
namof 10. And Joloval said unto Joshua, Gel thee
up; wherofors art thow thus fallen upon thy face?
11. Israel hatl sinned; yea, they have cven trans-
gressed my covenant which I commanded them: yea,
they have cven taken of the devoted thing; and have
also stolon, and dissembled also; and they have even
put it among their own stuff. 12. Therefore the chil-
dren of Isracl cannot stand before their enemies; they
lurn their backs before their ememies, because they
are become accursed: I will not be with you any more,
cxcept ye destroy the devoted thing from among
you. 13. Up, sanclify the pecople, and say, Sanctify
yourselves against to-morrow: for thus saith Jehovah,
the God of Israel. There ts a devoted thing tn the
midst of thee, O Isracl: thou canst mot stand before
thine enemies, unilil ye take away the devoted thing
from among you.

If Joshua had wanted any evidence of his and his
people’s need of God, he would have found it in the
experience which followed the taking of Jericho.
That warfare had been accomplished with little diffi-
culty, for the ficht had been in the open. There had
been the march, the blowing of the horns, the fall of
the city, miraculous indeed, but all in sight and not
difficult to be understood. But now, the enemy was
within the camp, unseen, unknown, subtle, weakening,
destroying. All that could be seen and known was
the sad fact that the victorious and supposedly in-
vincible army had lost a battle, had turned and fled,
and were confused and overwhelmed. This was hard
on the army, and harder still on its over-confident
leader. He had staked his all on God, had followed
his Prince to Jericho, had sent his warriors confi-
dently forward against the men of Ai, and then had
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seen his bdnners laid low in the dust in a tragic rout
and flight. YWhat could it all mean? And so Joshua
fell on his face before Jehoval, complaining and be-
seeching. The brave leader had come to an end of
himself sooner than he had expected. God was the
only One, who could help him out, and his appeal was
to him. And God did help him out, in an instant:
‘‘Get thee up ; wherefore art thou thus fallen upon thy
face? Israel hath sinned.’’ There was an eye which
had seen what Joshua’s eyes had not seen, and hence,
there was a leader who knew exactly what to do.
Lord Bacon has a saying that ‘“all colors agree in the
dark.”” Joshua had been in the dark, and thus he had
not discerned. But with God there is no dark, for
the dark and light are both alike to him. Hence, he
saw, and understood. And hence also, he knew how
to turn defeat into victory. And this he did, most
gloriously.

Joshua 8: 30-34.

30. Then Joshua built an altar unto Jehovah, the
God of Israel, tn mount Ebal, 31 as Moses the servant
of Jehovah commanded the children of Israel, as it
is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar
of unhewn stones, upon which no man had lifted up
any iron: and they offered thereon burnt-offerings.
unto Jehovah, and sacrificed peace-offerings. 32.
And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of
the law of Moses, which he wrote, in the presence of
the children of Israel. 33. And all Israel, and their
elders and officers, and their judges, stood on this
side of the ark and on that side before the priests the
Levites, that bare the ark of the covenant of Jehovah,
as well the sojourner as the home-born; half of them
in front of mount Gerizim, and half of them in froni
of mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of Jehoval had
commanded at the first, that they should bless the
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poopls of Israel. 34. And afterward he read all the
words of the law, the blessing and the curse, accord-
g to all that s writlen in the book of the law.

Joshua had been humiliated before God and Israel.
Iis ‘‘ever victorious army.’’ had not proved itself
invincible, and he, its leader, had been put to shame.
Not that Jehovah had proved to be an unforgiving
God, for he had opened the way to cleansing and
restoration, and there had followed a new fight and
victory. Nevertheless, it had been a hard experience,
and the process of recovery had been a bitter one,
even through blood. The man who had stood over
against Jericho, with sword unsheathed, with gleam-
ing eye, and with a challenge upon his lips, did not
feel so confident as he had done, either of his people
or of himself. The spirit of independence was giv-
ing way to a spirit of dependence, for a great sense
of need was springing up in his heart. Besides, he
was very grateful that God had not deserted him in
that last evil hour, and that he had graciously wrested
victory out of defeat. 'What better could he do, there-
fore, than to build an altar to Jehovah, and wor-
ship him? And this he did. And then he did some-
thing besides. God had told him that his personal
strength was to be found in cleaving with all his heart
to Moses’ law; and what was good for him was good
for his people. Hence, he wrote out the whole law
on stone and read it forth to the assembly of Israel,
including the women and children. Abraham Lin-
coln, during the Civil War, once said: ‘‘I have been
driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming
conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own
wisdom and that of all about me seemed insufficient
for the day.’”’ Joshua, in somewhat similar circum-
stances, was anticipating the great President’s expe-
rience. He was making the discovery that even the
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greatest of men, without God, are nothing but dismal
failures. Ience, God’s Word, and worship and
prayer were meaning more and more to him.

Joshua 9:3-6; 14-16.

3. But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what
Joshua had done unto Jericho and to A1, 4 they also
did work wilily, and went and made as if they had
been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses,
and wine-skins, old and rent and bound up, 5 and
old and patched shoes upon their feet, and old gar-
ments upon them; and all the bread of their provision
was dry and was become mouldy. 6. And they went
to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him,
and to the men of Israel, We arc come from a far coun-
iry: now thergfore make ye a covenant with us 14.
And the men took of their provision, and asked not
counsel at the mouth of Jehovah. 15. And Joshua
made peace with them, and made a covenant with them,
to lot them Uve: and the princes of the congregation
sware unto them. 16. And it came to pass at the end
of three days after they had made a covenant with
them, that they heard that they were their neighbors,
and that they dwelt among them.

There are certain men whom Satan can not defeat
so long as he appears before them, as it were, in hoofs
and horns. But some of these same men will go down
before his attack instantly if their foe changes his
dress and appears as an angel of light. Such men
need to take heed to Mrs. Browning’s saying. ‘‘The
Devil is never so much of a devil as when he is a
gentleman.’”’ For a change of dress changes no man,
and least of all Satan. Now this truth suddenly be-
came realized in Joshua’s life, much to his sorrow and
shame. Joshua had led his people fairly well up to
this point. To be sure he had suffered defeat before
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the men of Ai. But he had taken Jericho, had dealt
drastically with Achau, and had finally defcated those
who had defeated him. And now all at once, he
found himself utterly deccived and discomfited by a
trick which a private in the ranks, not to speak of the
general of the army, ought to have discerned. The
truth of the matter is, Joshua, as has happened with
many a successful leader, had lost his balance. Those
victories had thrown him off guard, and he had come
to the conclusion that no one was quite so wise as
himself. So, when these men with old sacks upon
their asses, with wine-skins, old and rent, with old
shoes and old garments appeared upon the scene, the
great Joshua said: ‘‘These be men from a very far
country.’” DBut at the end of three days, he heard
that they were his near neighbors! And the whole
story comes out in its boldness and badness, by the
simple word which the Spirit adds: ‘‘The men took
of their provision, and asked not counsel at the mouth
of Jehovah.”” Oh, Joshua—who ever you may be—
there is not a moment of time, there is not a circum-
stance of life, when you can afford to leave the fect
of Jehovah! There, there only, is wisdom, safety
and peace!

Joshua 10:12-14.

12. Then spake Joshua to Jehovah tn the day when
Jehovah delivered up the Amorites before the children
of Israel; and he said in the sight of Israel,

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon;

And thou, Moon, tn the valley of Atjalon.

13. And the sun stood stil, and the moon stcyed,

Until the nation had avenged themselves of their
enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jashar?
And the sun stayed in the midst of heaven, and hasted
not to go down about a whole day. 14. And there
was no day like that before it or after it, that Je-
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hovalr hcarkened unto lhe wvoice of a man: for Je-
hoval fought for Israel.

One of the most marvellous things in God’s dealings
with men is the quick recovery which he grants to
them after a period of declension, where their hearts
are at all perfect toward him. The seripture record
is full of such instances—Abraham, DMoses, David,
Solomon being witnesses to the same. There are two
reasons for this: first, God is a God of grace and
power; and second, there is such a thing among men
as learning by experience. So it was now with
Joshua. He had had a hard and sad time of it.
However, it had not been in vain. DMore and more, he
had bent before Jehovah, more and more, he had come
to depend upon him. Thus like many another saint,
he had learned how to smatch gain out of loss, sue-
cess out of failure. And so it was, as conflicts multi-
plied, that defeats decreased and victories increased.
And just at this time a supreme test was made of
courage and faith. TFor five great kings and armies
had allied themselves against him and were ready to
‘‘look him in the face,’’ as the old saying is, that is,
were ready to give him battle and to smite him hip
and thigh. DBut the man who had learned, went forth
with never a fear. And the man who could trust
turned the tide of battles, and himself did the hewing
and hacking. And then the valiant warrior did what
no other warrior has ever since done; he bade the
sun and the moon to stay their courses till Israel
had avenged themselves of all their enemies. And
his bold prayer was heard and answered. Jehovah
held the sun from going down, and fought for his
servant that day as he had never fought for man be-
fore. So it is well worth while to repent of a back-
sliding and to get right with God. Such men, after
all, often make the best fighters for God.
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Joshua 11:15-20.

15. As Jehovah commanded Moses his servant, so
did Moses command Joshua; and so did Joshua; he
left nothing undone of all that Jehovah commanded
Moses. 16. So Joshuae took all lhat land, the hill-
country, and all the South, and all the land of
Goshen, and the lowland, and the Arabalh, and the
Ill-country of Israel, and the low-land of the same;
17 from mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even
unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount
Hermon: and all their kangs he took, and smote them,
and put them to death. 18. Joshua made war a long
time with all those kings. 19. There was not a city
that made peace with the children of Israel, save the
Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: they took all in
battle. 20. For it was of Jehovah to harden their
hearts, to come against Israel in battle, that he might
utterly destroy them, that they might have no favor,
but that he might destroy them, as” Jehovah com-
manded Moses.

This is God’s obituary of his servant Joshua.
Joshua was not yet dead, but the Spirit in the record
anticipates the close of his life and sums up his vir-
tues. And it is a great record of a great man. Re-
member, it is God who makes it, and then think upon
this fact, that he declares that this faithful servant
of his ‘‘left nothing undone of all that God com-
manded Moses.”” How many of us would like to have
God write our life histories, if he were to be as frank
as he is heref! It is a happy thing for us that men
fulfill that office for us, and, in doing so, that there is
a gracious conspiracy among them to put in the good
and to leave out the bad. But Joshua was a man of
another kind, whose life bore the search-light of God’s
truth and statement. He had had his failures—verse
19 speaks of the chief of these—but his successes were
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in excess. And it was all beecause Joshua had lived in
the presence of a communing God and had himselfl
communed with God. The phrase at the beginning of
the obituary explains everything: ‘‘As Jehovah com-
manded Moses his servant, so did Moses command
Joshua: and so did Joshua.’”’ That is, Joshua was a
Knight of the Open Ear and Heart, listening to the
commands which Jehovah gave, and obeying them at
once and to the full. And hence all that follows—
victory upon victory! Oh, that there might be a
whole army of such knights, rank upon rank, and all
marching breast forward to the foe! Then the shout
of victory would again be heard, and then this record
of divine approbation would be oft repeated.

Israel. Judges 1:1-4.

1. And it came to pass after the death of Joshua,
that the children of Israel asked of Jehovah, saying,
Who shall go up for us first against the Canaanites, to
fight against them? 2. And Jehovah sard, Judah shall
go up : behold, I have delivered the land into his hand.
3. And Judah said unto Stmeon his brother, Come up
with me into my lot, that we may fight against the
Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee unto thy
lot. So Simeon went with him. 4. And Judah went
up; and Jehovah delivered the Canaanites and- the
Perizzites into their hand: and they smote of them in
Bezek ten thousand men.

There is no loss in any community to compare with
that of a great and good man. And the loss of
Joshua was second only to that of Moses. These were
days when God was ruling and guiding through
leaders, and hence, the death of a leader was calami-
tous. But God was not dead. He had given Moses
to understand that he was the living God, and both
Moses and Joshua had believed, and had acted upon
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this great fact. And now God stood ready to prove,
in spite of the deaths of his servants, that he was
still the Living One, and that he would be with any
and all who would put their trust in him. So when
the children of Israel, bereft of Joshua, turned to Je-
hovah for direction in time of threatened battle, they
found that in the word of a King there is power.
Hence, it was not long before two other great nations
were subdued before Israel, and soon, the shout of
victory was once more heard throughout the camp.
A Chinese tablet on a government college in the
Swatow distriect reads: ‘‘If you are planning for
ten years, plant trees; if you are planning for a hun-
dred years, plant men.’’ Moses and Joshua had
planned, as it were, for a hundred years, and hence
they had left behind them a race of men. For as
these leaders had turned in every crisis to Jehovah,
their followers now did the same, with like blessed re-
sults of guidance and power. Happy people to.have
such leaders! And happy leaders to have such a
people! And, above all, happy leaders and people to
have such a God as Jehovah!

Judges 6:7-10.

7. And it came to pass, when the children of Israel
cried unto Jehovalh because of AMidian, 8 that Je-
hovah sent a prophet unto the children of Israel: and
he said unto them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of
Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you
forth out of the house of bondage; 9 and I delivered
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the
hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out
from before you, and gave you their land; 10 and I
said unto you, I am Jehovah your God; ye shall not
fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell.
But ye have not hearkened unto my voice.
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There was need of leaders in these days. Isracl
was safely in the land, and most of their cnemics had
been subdued. But new foes were springing up and
old foes were reviving. This, however, was a small
matter as compared with another difficulty. The
people of Israel had begun to decline in spiritual
fidelity; (6:11). In the face of all that God had
said and done, in spite of full remembrance of ihe
exhortations and warnings of Moses and Joshua, they
were playing fast and loose with their precious heri-
tage of truth. Thus power had vanished away. And
immediately, there follows the pitiable spectacle of this
once victorious nation frightened beyond measure at
the sight of the frowning faces of the Midianites, and
hiding for refuge in the caves and dens of the moun-
tains; (6:2). How quickly loss of communion with
God destroys the strength of a man. In such circum-
stances, a giant becomes a dwarf, in a moment of time.
And yet Israel had the child’s heart within, and, as a
child when frightened will ery for father or mother,
so this people cried out for Jehovah. Then God,
waiting and listening for such a cry, sent a prophet
who declared what the matter was, rehearsing his
glorious acts and their shameful forgetfulness and sin.
This brought Israel into the dust—as the following
passages show—and gave God the opportunity to raise
up the leader they needed. It is all a weary story
so far as man is concerned. But how wonderful it is,
from God’s standpoint! There seems to be no end to
Jehovah’s love and patience. But it would have been
better for Israel not to have tried that love and pa-
tience so much. And, my brother;—ah, you know
what the moral of that conclusion is, do you not?

Gidcon. Judges 6:11-18.

11. And the angel of Jechovalh came, and sat under
the oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto
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Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon was beating
out wheat i the wine-press, to hide it from the Mid-
tanites. 12. And the angel of Jehoval appeared unto
him, and said unto him, Jehovah is with thee, thou
mighty man of valor. 13. And Gideon said unto him,
On, my lord, if Jehovalh s with us, why then is all
this befallen us? and where are all his wondrous works
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did mot Je-
hoval bring us up from Egypt? but now Jehovah hath
cast us off, and delivered us into the hand of Midian.
14. And Jehovah looked upon him, and samd, Go in
this thy might, and save Israel from the hand of
Midian: have not I sent thee? 15. And he said unto
him, OlL, Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? be-
hold, my family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my father’s house. 16. And Jehovah said
unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thow shalt
smite the Midianites as one man. 17. And he said
unto him, If now I have found favor in thy sight, then
show me a sign that ¢t is thou that talkest with me.
18. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto
thee, and bring forth my present, and lay it before
thee.. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.

However bad the times are, God never seems to lack
a prepared leader for his use. Whether it is that
evil times produce good leaders, or that God develops
good leaders in view of evil times, is immaterial.
The blessed fact is, that with the evil comes the man,
and that the man is of the kind who is able in some
measure to counteract the evil. And what would have
become of this sinful world if it had not been so?

‘“‘For what are men better than sheep or goats
That nourish a blind life within the brain,
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer,
Both for themselves and those that call them
friends?’’
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Yes, the pathetie thing of life is, that men quickly
turn themselves into ‘‘sheep and goats’’ by ceasing to
pray, particularly if there be not in their midst one to
teach them to do so. It is thus that God comes on the
scene, in days of deepest need, with a Man. And
this is what took place now. Israel was terribly at
fault, and Midian was God’s scourge of judgment be-
cause of sin. Nevertheless, Israel was God’s people,
and they could not ery out in pain without their ery
piercing his heart. So the angel of Jehovah came
from heaven to earth and drew near to Gideon, who
was beating out wheat in a winepress. All the time,
his eye had been upon that humble but devoted serv-
ant of his, and, when the moment of need came, he
knew him and where to find him: ‘‘And Jehovah
looked upon him and said, Go in this thy might, and
save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I
sent thee?’’ And finally Gideon accepted the com-
mission and became the Man for the Hour. From
that moment, there was one in Israel’s midst who
knew God and could do exploits; and hence, the nation
could now be saved.

Judges 6 :19-24.

19. And @ideon went in, and made ready a kid,
and unleavened cakes of an ephah of meal: the flesh
he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and
brought it out unto hem under the oak, and presented
it. 20. And the angel of God sard unto him, Take
the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon
this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. 21.
Then the angel of Jehoval put forth the end of the
staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and
the unleavened cakes; and there went up fire out of
the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened
cakes; and the angel of Jehovah departed out of his
sight. 22. And Gideon saw that he was the angel of
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Jehoval; and Gideon said, Alas, O Lord Jehovah! [or-
asmuch as [ have seen the angel of Jchovah [uce lo
face. 23. And Jehoval said unto him, Peace be unto
thee; fear mot: thow shalt not die. 24. Then Gideon
built an altar there unto Jehovah, and called it Je-
hovah-shalom: unto this day it s yet in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites.

Gideon was a brave man; but he needed encourage-
ment. Indeed, there are no brave men who are above
needing an uplift of this sort. Ior what we call brav-
ery, after all, is a comparative thing, and all men are
subject to fear, if the danger be great enough. This
is particularly true when men draw near to the border
line which lies between this life and the other, where
foes and forces are hidden and unseen. And this was
just the case with Gideon. He had had some pretty
close dealings with the angel of the Lord, and an awe
had fallen upon his soul. And now this same angel
—it was Jesus—was telling him to go up against a
mighty enemy on no better assurance of protection
that that an unseen and unfelt One was to be with
him. Who will blame him then for shrinking back in
fear? ‘‘Oh Lord, wherewith shall T save Israel? DBe-
hold my family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my father’s house;’’ (6:15). And so
he craves one token. If God will give it to him, he
will, fear or no fear, go forth in Jehovah’s name. He
must know that it is God himself who speaks with him
and who sends him. And what a token it is which
Jehovah gives to him! When Gideon had laid his
offering at the angel’s feet on the rock upon which he
stood, that wondrous Being touched it with his staff
and fire came out of the rock. I'ire out of a rock?
Yes, out of a hard, non-igniting, non-combustible rock!
This was enough for Gideon. The courage he needed
had come. He would follow anywhere a God who
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could work like this. And then the man of God bowed
and worshipped. ITe built an altar to Jehovah, and
he called it, Jehovah-shalom, which mecans, Jehovah-
peaco !

Judges 6:36-40,

36. And Gideon said unto God, If thouw wilt save
Israel by my hand, as thow hast spoken, 37 behold, I
will put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if
there bo dew on the flecce only, and it be dry upon all
the ground, then shall I know that thow wilt save Is-
rael by my hand, as thou hast spoken. 38. And it was
s0; for he rose up early on the morrow, and pressed the
fleece together, and wrung the dew out of the fleece, a
bowlful of water. 39. And Gideon said unto God,
Let not thine anger be kindled against me, and I will
speak but this once: let me make lrial, I pray thee,
but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only
upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be
dew. 40. And God did so that night: for it was dry
upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the
ground.

Gideon did a particularly brave thing after that.
At the commandment of the Lord, he went to tho
grove where the altar of Baal was, cut down the wood,
overthrew the altar, and right then and there offered
a burnt offering to Jehovah; (6:25-27). To be sure,
because he could not do the deed by day, he did it
under cover of the night. But he knmew that the
story would out as surely as the morning would dawn,
and that eyes would soon be turned in his direction.
Nevertheless, he did what God told him to do, leav-
ing the consequences with him. And the consec-
quences came quickly enough, and of a sort which
would have made the stoutest heart quail. ¢‘Then
all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the chil-
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dren of the cast assembled themselves together; and
they passed over and encamped in the valley of Jez-
reel.”” Recent discoveries have explained what great
and terrible nations these werc; and here they are
combining against one man. What is Gideon to do?
He decides upon this; he will commune with Jehovah,
and ask fresh evidence of his presence and power.
Hence, the wet and dry fleece. And then, new cour-
age and new action. Do you wonder that it says
that the Spirit of Jehovah clothed himself with Gid-
eon; (6:34)% He was indeed a man after God’s
own heart, for he was one who feared no foe, pro-
vided Jehovah was with him. On the tomb of Lord
Lawrence in Westminster Abbey are engraven simply
his name and the date of his death. And then there
follow these words: ‘‘He feared man so little because
he feared God so much!’’ This was Gideon’s quality.
And it is the quality of all men who are truly brave
in fighting the battles of the Lord.

Israel. Judges 10:9-14.

9. And the cluldren of Ammon passed over the
Jordan to fight also against Judal, and against Benja-
min, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Is-
rael was sore distressed. 10. And the children of Is-
racl cried unio Jehoval, saying, We have sinned
against thee, even because we have forsaken our God,
and have served the Baalim. 11. And Jehovah said
unto the cluldren of Israel, Did not I save you from
the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the chil-
dren of Ammon, and from the Philistines? 12. The
Sidonians, also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites,
did oppress you; and ye cried unto me, and I saved
you out of their hand. 13. Yet ye have forsaken me,
and served other gods: wherefore I will save you no
more. 14. Qo and cry unto the gods which ye have
chosen; let them savo you in the ttme of your diséress.
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Gidcon went to his rest at last, his warfare ac-
complished, his Dbattles fought and won. DBut the
enemics of Israel did not die. Indeed, such enemies
have always a way of living on, which is very distress-
ing. If they only would die, life would be easier for
some of us. But here they are again, as vital, as
forceful as ever in the past. And so Israel had to
begin all over again, just as if no questions of con-
test and conquest had ever Dbeen settled. And the
worst of the matter was, sin had taken hold of the
nation once more, and the inevitable weakness had
followed. 1Mllner, in his Church History, says that
great reformations seldom seem to last in their purity
more than thirty years. However this may be, Is-
rael in this single generation had lost almost all that
under Gideon it had gained. And yet something was
left. They had at least learned that there is such a
relationship between sin and judgment as there is be-
tween cause and effect. And hence, when judgment
came, they cried out to Jehovah: ‘‘We have sinned
against thee, even because we have forsaken our God,
and have served the Baalim.’’ And now note, back-
sliding friend, what Jehovah answered: ‘‘Where-
fore I will save you no more.’”’ Let us make no mis-
take. God hates sin. And he hates it in the man of
God as much as he hates it in any one else. So we
gsin at our peril. If we persist in grieving God in
face of our enemies, some day, even though we may
cry to him, he will deliver us over to our enemies.

Judges 10:15-18.

15. And the children of Isracl seid unto Jehoval,
We have sinned: do thow unto us whatsocver scemoth
good unto thee; only deltver us, ws pray thce, this
day. 16. Aad they put away the forcign gods from
among them, and served Jehovah; and his soul was
gricved for tho misery of Isracl. 17. Thon the chil-
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dren of Ammon were gathered together, and cn-
camped in Gilead. And the children of Isracl as-
sembled themselves together, and encamped in Miz-
pal. 18. And the people, the princes of Gilead, said
one to another, What man s he that will begin to
fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be
head over all the inhabilants of Gilead.

It is undoubtedly true that God hates sin. But it
is never true that he hates the sinner. He hated sin
enough to pour upon that One who was made sin for
us his infinite wrath. But he loved the sinner enough
to make that wrath-bearing an infinite and eternal
redemption for men. DMoreover, whenr men repent of
sin and confess it openly, God is ever ready to devise
a way to restore his banished to himself. The Chinese
translation of ‘‘God is love’’ is this: ¢‘The heart of
God assuredly is love.’” And it certainly 1s. It 1s
for this reason, that as often as you have man re-
penting of the evil he has done, you have God repent-
ing of the evil he has purposed doing. In such a
case, heart meets Heart, and love meets Love, and the
prodigal son finds himself in the arms of a pitying
and forgiving Father. And thus it was with Israel
on this occasion. The people finally realize and con-
fess the heinousness of their guilt, and like light
flashing from the sun through a rift in stormy clouds,
God sends to them his love and benediction. There is
an infinitude of tenderness in the words which de-
scribe Jehovah’s feelings: ‘‘And his soul was
grieved for the misery of Israel.”” Another than he
would have let them suffer their just deserts. But
the God whose heart assuredly is love hastens to for-
give and restore. How good it was for Israel that
they had as their Savior such an One as Jehovah!
And how good it is for us that this Jehovah is also
our Savior! Sencca said of the Romans: “‘None of
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us has strength to rise; oh, that some one would stretch
out a hand!’”’ Thank God, that word, which ex-
pressed the inarticulate cry of the world, has been
answered! Some one has stretched out his hand—
and that some one is Jehovah, Christ!

Jephthah. Judges 11: 30-35.

80. And Jephthah, vowed a vow unto Jehovah, and
said, If thow wilt indeed deliver the children of Am-
mon wnto my hand, 31 then it shall be, that whatso-
ever cometh forth from the doors of my house to meet
me, when I return in peace from the children of Am-
mon, i1t shall be Jehovah’s and I will offer it up for a
burnt-offering. 32. So Jephthah passed over unto the
children of Ammon to fight against them; and Je-
hoval, delivered them into his hand. 33. And he
smote them from Aroer untd thou come to Minnith,
cven twenty cities, and unto Abel-cheramim, with a
very great slaughter. So the childrem of Ammon
were subdued before the children of Israel. 34. And
Jephthah came to Mizpah unto his house; and, behold,
his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and
with dances: and she was his only child; besides her
le had neither son nor daughter. 35. And it came
to pass, wlhen he saw ler, that he rent his clothes, and
said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very
low, and thow art one of them that trouble me; for I
have opened my mouth unto Jehovah, and I cannot go
back.

Jephthah was a great man in Israel. But, as often
happens in the case of great men, he made a fatal
mistake. It is an open question whether he put his
daughter to death. Indeed, there is good reason to
believe that he did not, but rather that he dedicated
her to a life of perpetual virginity. Nevertheless, he
made a vow, in a time of prayer, in a rash spirit,
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without due consideration of what it might involve.
There is terrible danger of going beyond the leading
of the Spirit in times of fervency, especially with in-
tense souls. At such times, one needs to keep one-
self well in hand lest overmuch feeling should lead
to overmuch devotion. There is such a thing as the
restraint as well as the constraint of the Spirit, and
saints should seek for the one as well as for the other.
For the purpose of the Spirit is always to keep us
well within the will of God, and this means spiritnal
sanity and balance of the highest order. DBesides
this, Jephthah made a second fatal mistake in keep-
ing his rash vow. The ideal thing is not to vow
rashly. But if one has made such a mistake, it is
clear that it only adds wrong to wrong to keep
the vow thus made. The course to take, in such a
case, is to confess the sin of the vow, and then to
break the promise as speedily as possible. Herod
made the terrible mistake of promising to his danc-
ing girl to grant any request which she might make,
(Matthew 14:6-10), and he only added sin to sin
when he committed murder to fulfill his vow. To
keep one’s word in such a case is simply the expres-
sion of a godless man’s sense of honor. The man of
God, however, is to be governed by other and higher
principles.

Manoak. Judges 13:8-11; 17-19.

8. Then Manoah entreated Jehovah, and said, Oh,
Lord, I pray thee, let the man of God whom thou didst
send come agamn unto us, and teach us what we shall do
unto the child that shall be born. 9. And God heark-
ened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God
came again unto the woman as she sat in the field:
but Manoah her husband was not with her. 10. And
the woman made haste, and ran, and told her hus-
band, and satd unto him, Behold, the man hath ap-
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pearecd unto me, that came unto me the other day. 11.
And Manoah arose, and wen!l after his wife, and came
to the man, and said unto lhvm, Art thou the man that
spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am. 17.
And Manoah said unto the angel of Jehovah, What
is thy name, that, when thy words come to pass, we
may do thee honor? 18. And the angel of Jehovah
said unto him, Wherefore asketh thou after my name,
seeing 1t 1s wonderful? 19. So Manoah took the kid
with the meal-offering, and offered it upon the rock
unto Jehovah: and the angel did wondrously; and
Manoah and his wife looked on.

In all these days the spiritual life of Israel flows
back and forth as waves do upon the seashore. The
people are at one time good and at another time bad.
But alas! the tide, spiritually speaking, seemed more
often out than in. For the decline of religious con-
viction and practice was frequent and prolonged. As
often as God sent a prophet into the midst of the
people, there was a partial and temporary recovery.
But, let the prophet die, and his message was soon
forgotten. Thus it had been up to the present; and
just now, religion was at a low ebb. Then came God’s
offer of a new life and of another deliverance. Je-
hovah promised the wife of Manoah that she should
bear a son, and that he should save Israel. This set
Manoah praying about the promised child, as to how
he should be brought up. And there followed this a
reappearing of the Angel, and a repetition of his
instructions. At this, Manoah’s heart was stirred;
he sought to detain the Angel, he enquired as to his
name, and he offered him the sacrifice of a kid. But
all Manoah had for an answer was this, the hearing
that his name was Wondrous, and the sight of his
doing wondrously. And yet this was enough. Of
all the lessons the tried and discouraged child of God
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needs to learn, especially in times of spiritual de-
clension, this is the chief, that God is still the Won-
derful One and that he is able to do wonderful things.
Such a revelation heartens the servant of God, re-
minding him that the times are not beyond God’s
reach and control, and that he can be counted upon to
do the miraculous. And this is the effect that the
revelation had upon Manoah and his wife. It brought
and left them,.where all true children of God in time
of trouble should be, on their faces before Jehovah,
worshipping him, and counting upon him to do the
thing, whatever it might be, that the hour and need
demanded.

Samson. Judges 16: 28-31.

28. And Samson called unto Jehovah, and said,
O Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and
strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God,
that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for
my two eyes. 29. And Samson took hold of the two
maddle pillars upon which the house rested, and leaned
upon them, the one with his right hand, and the other
with has left. 30. And Samson said, Let me die with
the Phailistines. And he bowed himself with all his
might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon
all the people that were therein. So the dead that he
slew at his death were more than they thet he slew
m has life.  31. Then hvis brethren and all the house of
his father came down, and took him, and brought him
up, and buried him between Zoral and Eshtaol n
the burying-place of Manoah his father. And he
judged Israel twenty years.

The child whom God gave to Manoah and his wife
was Samson. I'rom the beginning, he was dedicated
to holy service, and from the beginning Jehovah
blessed him, (13:24). Thus the time came when the
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Spirit of Jehovah began to move him, and {o use him
in delivering Israel; (13:25). And so long as thisg
relationship existed between the Spirit and Samson,
all went well. The strong man remained strong, and
he so increased in strength that he became a super-
man, counting otherwise impossible things—such as
the carrying away of the great gates of Gaza—as but
trifles. The day came, however, when the Spirit-
filled man began to live in the flesh and for the flesh,
(16:1, 4), and from that hour the strong man be-
came a weakling, and the super-man was reduced to
the level of a beast. The great teacher Confucius
said: ‘‘He who sins against God, finds no place for
prayer.’”’ So it was now. Samson, lying in the lap
of Delilah, could tell her everything; but he could tell
God nothing. And it was for this reason that his
strength went from him and lhe became as any other
man. But through seven times heated furnace fires,
he was brought back to God. Once more, therefore,
he learned to pray: ‘‘And Samson called unto Je-
hovalh, and said, ‘O Lord Jehovah, remember me, I
pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this
once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the
Philistines for my two eyes!’’’ It was not much of
a prayer. But God answered it, and wrought with
his servant thrat day, even unto judgment and death.
And before we condemn Samson overmuch, let us re-
member that others besides him have lived after the
flesh and have prayed strange prayers, and in days
of a good deal more light and knowledge than those of
this long-ago prophet and judge. And also let us
remember this; if Jehovah was so quick to answer
blinded, captive, generally mixed-up Samson, how
much more ready will he be to answer us.

Hannah. I Samuel 1:10-17.
10. And she (Hannah) was in bitterncss of soul,
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and prayed unto Jehovak, and wept sore. 11. And
she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if
thouw wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy hand-
maid, and remember me, and not forget thy hand-
maid, but wilt giwe unto thy handmaid a man-child,
then I widl give lim unto Jehovah all the days of his
life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.
12. And it came to pass, as she continued praying be-
fore Jehovak, that Eli marked her mouth. 13. Now
Hannal, she spake in her heart; only her ltps moved,
but her vowce was not heard: therefore Eli thought
she had been drunken. 14. And Eli said unto her,
How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine
from thee. 15. And Hannah answered and said, No,
my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I poured
out my soul before Jehovah. 16. Count not thy hand-
maid for a wicked woman; for out of the abundance of
my complaint and - my provocation have I spoken hith-
erto. 17. Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace;
and the God of Israel grant thy petition that thow
hast asked of him.

Charles Kingsley once said: *‘‘There are two kinds
of freedom ; the false, where a man is free to do what
he likes, the true, where a man is free to do what he
ought.”’ It was this former freedom which had come
to characterize the nation of Israel. The way the
Spirit puts it is this: ‘‘In those days there was no
king in Israel: every man did that which was right
in his own eyes;’’ (Judges 21:25). In other words,
it was a time when there was no recognized law in
the land, temporal or spiritual, each man being a law
unto himsélf. There can be but one end to such a
condition of things as this, whether in one land or
another, whether in one time or another, namely,
anarchy. If men will have no common law then they
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will bave no common peace. So democracy had run
riot in Israel, and the nation was distracted. How-
ever, there was a King on heaven’s throne, and his
cyes beheld and his heart pitied the children of men.
Moreover, there were a few earnest souls on earth, and
they longed with unutterable longing for nobler times
and ways. Hence, you have the tabernacle courts at
Shiloh and the divine Presence there. And hence,
you have a few worshippers seeking that Presence with
ardent devotion. And hence, you have, in process of
time, a childless wife there, murmuring out her heart
sorrow before God. And hence finally, you have di-
vine compassion and empowering, and then a son,
Samuel, who was destined to be one of the greatest
of the prophets in the restoring of Israel to the king-
ship and law of Jehovah. How simple the story is in
its outward aspect. But how deep it is in its inward
aspect. The seen—a tabernacle, a woman, a prayer!
The unseen—the listening Jehovah, the working
Spirit, a man, and a nation spiritually revived and
energized! And thus it always is; the commonplace
invading, by prayer and faith, the uncommonplace,

and then the uncommonplace pervading the common-
place.

I Samuel 2:1, 2; 5.8.

1. And Hannah prayed, and said:

My heart exulteth in Jehovah;

My horn s ezalted in Jehovah;

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies;

Because I rejoice in thy salvation.

2. There 1s none holy as Jehovah;

For there s none besides thee,

Neither is there any rock like our God.

5. They that were full have hired out themselves
for bread;

And they that were hungry have ceased to hunger:
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Yea, the barren hath borne seven ;

And sho that hath many children languisheth.
6. Jehoval killeth, and maketh alive:

He bringeth down to Sheol, and dringeth up.
7. Jehoval maketh poor, and maketh rich:
Ho bringeth low, he also lifteth up.

8. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,
Ho lifteth up the needy from the dunghill,
To make them sit with princes,

And snherit the throne of glory:

For the pilars of the earth are Jehoval’s,
And he hath set the world upon them.

Hannah had found praying so effectual that she
broke out into praise. And her song became a rhap-
sody. Fervent, passionate, the words flow out of
heart and lip in an uncontrollable tide of adoration.
She knew nothing about our well-known words:
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of Lights, with
whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is
cast by turning.’”’ But the spirit of their thought
was hers, for she had asked for a child from him who
alone could give life, and there her loved babe lay
cradled in her arms! A gruff preacher once said:
‘““When you get anything good, don’t look round, look
up!’’ And so ITannah, who had gotten something
very good, looked up. And looking up, she praised.
Moreover, her praise was of a very practical kind.
She evidently argued, praise is not only of the lips,
it is also of the hands. IIence, she spoke; and hence
also, she gave. ‘‘For this child I prayed: and Je-
hovah hath given me my petition which I asked of
him; therefore also I have granted him to Jehovah;
as long as he liveth he is granted to Jehovah;’’ (1:
27, 28). How touched Jehovah must have been!
This is the kind of praise that is indeed sweot to
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him; our receiving from him, in order that we may
give to him. Tather, mother, have you ever praised
the Father of Lights like this?

Samuel. I Samuel 3:7-11.

7. Now Samuel did not yet know Jehoval, neither
was the word of Jehovah yet revealed unto him. 8.
And Jehovah called Samuel again the third time.
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I;
for thow calledst me. And Eli perceived that Jeho-
vah had called the child. 9. Therefore Elv said unto
Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee,
that thou shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for thy servant
heareth. So Samuel went and lay down tn his place.
10. And Jehovah came, and stood, and called as at
other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel said,
Speak; for thy servant heareth. 11. And Jehovah
said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at
which both the ears of every one that heareth +t shall
tingle.

God seems to delight in little children. He ap-
pears to take pleasure in them whether they be those
of tender years or those of older years with tender
hearts. And so it was here that he passed by the
older Eli and spoke to the younger Samuel. Now as
a matter of fact, Eli was better informed about God
than was Samuel, for Eli was an old man and was
the high priest, while Samuel was but a lad and had
not yet received any revelations from Jehovah ; (verse
7). DBut there was a great difference between the
two, and, from God’s standpoint, it was in Samuel’s
favor. Elj, with all his knowledge, had lost the child’s
instinet of obedience, (3:12-14); while Samuel, ig-
norant as he was, had that instinet highly developed;
(3:10). Thus Jehovah picked out Samuel as the
one who should hear his message and do his will.
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And it is a great principle this, in the divine order-
ing. It is always the one, whether older or younger,
who has the mind to obey who will get the visions
and hear the voices. To such, God will surely ap-
pear and speak. So the best thing any one can do
is to obey. And the best way to obey is to be a child.
TFor it is when one is little and dependent and help-
less that one will be most ready to ery out: ‘‘Speak,
Jehovah, for thy servant heareth.’”” Even the
Chinese master, Confucius, saw this truth, for he
said: ‘‘The great man is he who does not lose his
child’s heart.’”” And the Master of all, taking a little
child in his arms, declared: ‘‘He that is least among
you all, the same is great.”” Therefore, great man,
if you want God to speak to you, to use you, and thus
to exalt you, go back to where you were at the be-
ginning and become again a little child.

I Samuel 7:3-9.

3. And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel,
saying, If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your
heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ash-
taroth from among you, and direct your hearts unto
Jehovah, and serve him only; and he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines. 4. Then the chil-
dren of Israel did put away the Baalim and the Ash-
taroth, and served Jehovah only. 5. And Samuel
said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray for
you unto Jehovah. 6. And they gathered together
to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out before
Jehovah, and fasted on that day, and said there, We
have sinned against Jelovah. And Samuel judged
the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7. And when the
Plulistines heard that the children of Israel wers
gathered together to Mizpah, the lords of the Phal-
istines went up against Israel. And when the chil-
dren of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Phil-
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istines. 8. And the children of Israel said to Sam-
wcl, Cease not to cry unto Jehoval our God for us,
that e wnll save us out of the hand of the Philistines.
9. And Samuel took a sucking lambd, and offered it
for a whole burnt-offering unto Jehovah: and Samuel
cried unto Jehovah for Isracl: and Jehovah answered
ham.

There are times in the history of nations when a
single man is of more value than a multitude of men.
This is because quality is more valuable than quantity,
and because individual character is more effective than
numerical force. Indeed, national life, good or bad,
usually reduces itself to the question of 2 man. Given
the right man at the head, and you have a good na-
tion. Given a wrong man at the head, and you have
a bad nation. This is particularly true in the spir-
itual realm. It is an old and true saying: ¢‘‘Like
priest like people;’’ and it is the antithesis of all
true relationship when conditions are such that this
saying has to be reversed and made to read: ‘‘Like
people like priest;”’ (Hosea 4:9). This shows the
irmportance of praying for good leaders, civil and

spiritual. Indeed, no prayer is more important
than this. Paul wrote: I exhort therefore, first
of all, that supplications, prayer, intercessions, thanks-
givings, be made for all men; for kings and all that
are in high place.”” Now, these principles were as
much in force in the old days as they are now. And,
possibly, they had particular place and power in Is-
rael’s day. And so it was, that Samuel, in his time,
was one who stood between the Living and the dead.
Ile was the one great factor of life and righteousness
between God and Israel. Without his presence, in-
fluence, prayers and exhortations, Israel must perish.
With these, Israel might live. It was a heavy re-
sponsibility for Samuel to bear. But it was in Qod’s
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economy, and if Samuel would be a prophet-judge
there was no escape. And Samuel, by the grace of
God, rose to his task and fulfilled his ministry. Thus
we see the nation brought back to God, cleansed, uni-
fied, vitalized, empowered. But you say, this was a
long way back, and in peculiar times. Let me tell
you that it is no fanaticism to believe that Mr. Moody
did more for the truec national life of America in
his day than all of the politicians of his time, and
that it is perfect mental and spiritual sanity to hold
that Qod is still blessing this land for his sake. Who
then, will be a man like this, standing in our day
between the Living and the dead?

Saul. I Samuel 28:11-16.

11. Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up
unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 12.
And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a
loud voice; and the woman spake to Saul, saying,
Why hast thou deceived mef for thow art Saul. 13.
And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what
seest thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I see
a god coming up out of the earth. 14. And he said
unto her, What form 1s he of? And she said, An old
man cometh up; and he is covered with a robe. And
Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowed with
his face to the ground, and did obetsance. 15. And
Samuel satd to Saul, Why hast thow disquieted me, to
bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore dis-
tressed; for the Philistines male war against me, and
God s departed from me, and answereth me no more,
neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have
called thee, that thow mayest malke known unio meo
what I shall do. 16. And Samuel said, Wherefore
then dost thou aslk of me, seeing Jechoval is departed
from thes, and s become thine adversary?
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Samuel had fulfilled his mission. He had by his
prayers and faith restored God to Israel and Israel
to God. And then, he had fallen on sleep and had
been gathered to his fathers, his soul going to the
great under world, called Sheol. DBut evil days had
come on, even before Samuel had died. For king
Saul had departed from God, and the people had fol-
lowed him. As for Samuel, it made little difference
now that he no longer had Saul as his companion,
for he was with the blessed dead and at rest. But as
for Saul, he knew not what to do without Samuel, for
he was greatly disquieted because of his enemies.
And worst of all, God had departed from him. So
the man who had once prayed had only one thought:
he would not repent and turn back to God in prayer
and faith, but he must see his old-time friend, Sam-
uel, by fair means or foul. And it meant by foul
means, for the witch of Endor was the only one whom
he knew, apart from God, who could bring the prophet
up from death’s dark domain. And thus we have
the pitiable spectacle of the great king, disguising
himself and slinking off in the dead of night to the
witch, .that he might ask her to try her uncanny in-
cantations in bringing up his friend. The plan
worked. But Saul got little comfort out of it. For
the dead Samuel was as much on God’s side as the liv-
ing Samuel had been: ‘‘To-morrow shalt thou and
thy sons be with me; Jehovah will deliver the host of
Israel also into the hands of the Philistines.’”’ Poor
Saul! How much better it would have been, even in
this last hour, to have turned back to God, to have
cast himself upon his mercy, and to have left himself
wholly in his hands. There is no value in turning
to a witch, or to any one else, when the soul has
sinned. God alone can forgive and restore. So the
thing to do for the man who has prayed and sinned
is to confess the sin and then to pray again. Any-
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thing else than this will lead the soul deeper into sin
and thus further away from God.

Dawvid. II Samuel T:18-22.

18. Then David the king went i, and sat before
Jehovah; and he said, Who am I, O Lord Jehovah,
and what 1s my house, that thouw hast brought me thus
far? 19. And this was yet a small thing in thine
eyes, O Lord Jchovah; but thouw hast spoken also of
thy servant’s house for a great while to come; and this
too after the manner of men, O Lord Jehovah! 20.
And what can David say more unto thee? for thou
Enowest thy servant, O Lord Jehovah. 21. For thy
word’s sake, and according to thine own heart, hast
thou wrought all this greatness, to make thy serv-
ant know t. 22. Wherefore thouw art great, O Jeho-
vah God: for there is none like thee, neither is there
any God besides thee, according to all that we have
heard with our ears.

Saul’s sun had set in dark eclipse. And David’s
sun had risen in brightsome glory. The man who had
ceased to pray gave place to him who made it a habit
to pray. And thus it was that Israel was once more
restored to the favor and ways of Jehovah. But this
was not brought to pass by David in a day, nor with-
out great trial and sorrow. Sin, though confessed and
forgiven, leaves behind it terrible results, and it is no
easy task for the godly man to undo what godless
men have brought to pass. However, Jehovah was
with David, and he gradually established him upon
his throne as the ruler and blesser of his people, add-
ing promise to promise concerning him and his house.
Thus the time came, when he made the.proclamation
to David that blessings were to abound, not simply to
him, but also to his seed after him: ‘‘When thy
days are fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy
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fathers, I will set up thy sced after thee, that shall
procetd out of thy bowels, and I will establish his
kingdom.’’ Now note the effect which this grace and
favor had upon David: ‘‘Then David the king went
in and sat before Jehovah.’” In other words, he im-
mediately sought Jehovah’s presence in the holy place,
and, having found it, sat in silence before him. A ft-
erwards, he broke forth into praise. But that time of
silent adoration was as expressive as the words which
followed it. A friend of mine was once staying in
an inn with a noted evangelist. Waking at midnight,
he found his companion gone from the bed where he
had been sleeping and outstretched upon the floor.
At the same time he heard him sobbing as if his heart
would break. Startled, he asked his friend if he was
sick or in sorrow. No, neither of these was the mat-
ter. What then was it? ‘‘Only this,”’ was the re-
ply: ‘“God is so good, so good!’’ So one does not
always have to speak in order to pray. Some times
one prays best when one says least, yea, when one is
abgolutely silent before God—except, perhaps, for
sobs !

II Samuel 12:15-23.

15. And Nathan departed unto his house. And
Jehovah struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto
David, and it was very sick. 16. Dawid therefore be-
sought God for the child; and David fasted, and went
in, and lay all night upon the earth. 17. And the
elders of his house arose, and stood beside lim, to
raise him up from the earth: dbut e would not, neither
did he eat bread with them. 18. And it came to pass
on the seventh day, that the child died. And the
servants of David feared to tell him that the child was
dead; for they sard, Behold, while the chid was yet
alive, we spake unto him, and he hearkened not unto
our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him
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that the child is dead! 19. But when David saw (hat
his servants were whispering togelher, David per-
cotved that the child was dead; and David safd unio
has servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He
is dead. 20. Then David arose from the earth, end
washed, and anowmted himself, and clhanged his ap-
parel; and he came wnto the house of Jehovah, and
worshipped: then he came to his own housa; and when
he roquired, they set bread before him, and he did eat.
21. Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this
that thou hast done? thou didst fast and weep for the
child, wlule 1t was alive; but when the child was dead,
thou didst rise and eat bread. 22. And he said, While
the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said,
Who knoweth whether Jehovah will not be gracious to
me, that the child may lwwe? 23. But now he s dead,
wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again?
I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.

David was one who had large experience in the
prayer life. He reached its heights, and he touched
its depths. Here, we have him going down into its
depths, for he not only prays, but also fasts. The oc-
casion is the sickness of his beloved child. Sin or
no sin, David loved his offspring; and here was the
child of Bath-sheba upon whom he had peculiarly
fixed his yearning hope. To be sure, it was plain that
Jehovah had smitten him because of his sin and in
judgment. But he knew the compassions of God;
and who could tell but that he might yet show mercy ?
So David prayed, and in praying refused all food.
So far as food is concerned, he wanted it not, for his
grief and anxiety displaced all sense of hunger. It
i1s an illustration of the expulsive power of a new af-
fection, the attachment to God in prayer meaning a
detachment from the usual necessities of life. And
this gives us the true conception of what fasting is.
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Most people regard fasting as a means to the end of
prayer. They argue: prayer is spiritual and eating
is carnal; let me put away the carnal and I shall at-
tain to the spiritual. And hence, they cease to eat in
order that they may pray. DBut this is not the serip-
tural presentation. There, prayer is the means to
the end and fasting is the result. The thought is,
there may be such absorption in prayer that there
will be no desire for food. Hence, the Word most -
often says, not ‘‘fasting and prayer,’’ but rather,
‘‘prayer and fasting;’’ (Acts 13:2, 3). And hence,
this passage says: ‘‘David therefore besought God
for the child; and David fasted.”” And what a splen-
did outcome there was! When the great king got
God’s answer, though it meant death, he arose,
washed, anointed himself, and went about his daily
affairs without further sign of sorrow. Jehovah had
spoken, and to the true-hearted David, his answer
was the end of all controversy.

II Samuel 15: 30-34.

30. And David went up by the ascent of the mount
of Olives, and wept as he went up; and he had his
head covered and went barefoot: and all the people
that were with him covered every man his head, and
they went up, weeping as they went up. 31. And one
told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspira-
tors with Absalom. And David said, O Jehovah, I
pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into fool-
ishness. 32. And it came to pass, that, when David
was come to the top of the ascent, where God was
worshipped, behold, Hushar the Archite came to meet
him with his coat rent, and earth upon his head. 33.
And David said unto him, If thou passest on with me,
then thouw wilt be a burden unto me: 34 but if thou
relurn, to the city, and say unto Absalom, I will be
thy servant, O king; as I have been thy father’s serv-
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ant in time past, so will I now be thy servant; then
wilt thou defcat for me the counsel of Ahithophel.

It is generally held as an established fact that a
praying man is an unpractical man. It is supposed
that prayer is so heavenly in its quality that it is
not earthly in its application. Whether this is or is
not true depends, not upon prayer, but upon the man.
There are men who pray who are not practical. But
again there are other men who pray who are pre-
eminently practical. Now David was a true example
of this last. He was a praying man. But also, he
was a practical man. It was his first instinct, in
times of trouble, to think upward. But when he had
thought upward, he began to think downward. His
first appeal was to God for needed wisdom. Then
he made a definite application of this wisdom to the
affairs of life. Hence, we have the picture before us
which the passage gives: ‘‘And David said, O Je-
hovah, I pray thee turn the counsel of Ahithophel
into foolishness.”” This is the prayer. ‘‘And David
said unto him (Hushai), if thou passest on with me,
then thou wilt be a burden unto me; but if thou re-
tarn to the city—then thou will defeat for me the
counsel of Ahithophel.”’ This is the practical applica-
tion of the prayer. And this balance between prayer
and action will always be preserved 'in the experience
of the well equipoised saint. He will be a great
prayer. And also he will be a great planner and
worker. The Rev. J. Hudson Taylor was phenomenal
in his prayer life. And it is a well known fact that
he was one of the most exact business men who have
ever been engaged in the missionary enterprise. As
an evidence of this, he once spent three whole days
searching out and correcting a mistake in his DMission
accounts which amounted to three farthings. Most
men—even most business men—would have passed
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over such a little matter. But praying, practical
Mr. Taylor demanded perfection in his accounts.

II Samuel 18:29-32.

29. And the king said, Is 1t well with the young
man Absalom? And Alhimaaz answered, When Joab
sent the king’s servant, ecven me thy servant, I saw a
great tumult, but I knew not what it was. 30. And
the king said, Turn aside, and stand here. And he
turned astde, and stood still. 31. And, behold, the
Cushite came; and the Cushite said, Tidings for my
lord the king; for Jehovalh hath avenged thee this
day of all them that rose up against thee. 32. And
the king said unto the Cushite, Is 1t well with the
young man Abdbsalom? And the Cushite answered,
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise up
against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.
33. And the king was much moved, and went up to
the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went,
thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Ab-
salom! would I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son,
my sonl

There is no sorrow which comes quite so close home
to a father’s heart as the death of a son and heir.
This is particularly true when the father is a king
and the son is in direct line of succession to the throne.
And it is even more particularly true when the son
upon whom the father-king has set his heart has
played false to his love and care. History is full of
such examples. They are indeed the pre-eminent
tragedies of history, ancient and modern. David,
therefore, in this episode of his life, was putting his
lips to a cup of bitterness from which many a man
has been forced to drink. But not all have had the
heart to suffer which David had. In his case it was
not simply the grief of a common father and king.
No one can read David’s Psalms without understand-
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ing that this heart vibrated under the touch of hu-
man esperience as few other hearts have ever done.
His was a soul which was pregnant with passion, good
or bad, and his life experiences were soul travail.
Moreover the good execeded the bad, so that he had
spiritual visions and longings, together with spiritual
esultation and despair. And here, it was despair,
deep and bitter. His first-born son, upon whom he
had set his heart, had played the traitor and had
died a traitor’s death. What then could David do
but seek for some lonely place and cry out his heart-
sorrow before God? And this he did. To the
chamber over the gate he went, where he had ne
doubt often met with God, and there in the comfort-
ing Presence he moaned out his soul’s anguish: ‘“O
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would I
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!”’
And he found peace at last; for there is mo sorrow
so great that the Heart in heaven may not share and
bear it. And thank God! that Heart is open still!

II Samuel 22:1-17.

1. And David spake unto Jehovah the words of this
song in the day that Jehovah delivered him out of the
hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul:
2 and he saud,

Jehoval s my rock, and my fortress, and my de-
liverer, even nune;

3. God, my rock, in him will I take refuge;

My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high
tower, and my refuge;

My saviour, thou savest me from violence.

4. I will call upon Jehovah, who s worthy to be
praised:

So shall I be saved from nvine enemies.

5. For the waves of death compassed me;

The floods of ungodliness made me afraid:
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6. The cords of Sheol were round about me;
The snares of death came upon me.

7. In my distress I called upon Jehovah,
Yea, I called unto my God:

And he heard my voiwce out of his temple,
And my cry came tnto his ears.

The Spirit of God declares that David was the
“‘sweet psalmist of Israel;’’ (II Samuel 23:1).
This means much more than that his psalms were
pleasant to the ears of men. It signifies also that
they were satisfying to the heart of God. Then God
can be reached by our music here on earth, and it
is not a matter of indifference to him whether or not
we sing his praise. Yea, the Spirit assures us that
praise means much to him, for he has written it down:
‘“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me.’” And note
that this song of praise follows hard after the death
of Absalom. In other words, there is first the heart-
break, and then the song. IHow unnatural this is!
Man’s order is; first the song and then the heart-
break, and after the heart-break, no more song. But
David was more than a man; he was a Spirit-filled
man, and such an one could sing after the heart-
break as well as before. Indeed, as we learn from
the thirty-fourth Psalm, this singer could sing even
in the midst of the heart-break. Jor that Psalm,
with its glorious opening, was written when he was
fleeing from the face of Saul and when he was feign-
ing himself to be mad in order that he might not be
put to death by the king of Gath; yea, when hunted
like a partridge upon the hills, he takes his pen and
writes: ‘I will bless Jehovah at all times; his praise
shall continually be in my mouth.”” What wonder
that God called David the ‘‘sweet singer!’’ And
what wonder that the Psalmist has set pilgrim saints
to singing after him| Out from the land of Palestine
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his songs of praise have sounded; and thence, they
have echoed, from hill to hill and from plain to plain,
around the world! And Jehovah is ever waiting for
others to re-ccho their refrain, for his own sake and
for the sake of the children of men. And blessed is
that man, whoever he may be, who thus learms to
sing |

“‘Hail to the coming singers!

Hail to the brave light-bringers!

Iforward they reach and share,

All that we do and dare!’’

IT Samuel 24:10-14.

10. And David’s heart smote him after that he had
numbered the people. And David said wunto Jeho-
vah, I have sinned greatly in that which I have done:
but now, O Jehovah, put away, I beseech thee, the in-
iquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.
11. And when David rose up in the morning, the word
of Jehoval came unto the prophet Gad, David’s seer,
saying, 12 Go and speak unto David, Thus saith Je-
hovah, I offer thee three things: choose thee one of
them, that I may do it unto thee. 13. So Gad came to
David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven
years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt
thou flee three months before thy foes while they
pursue theef? or shall there be three days’ pestilence
sn thy land? now advise thee, and consider what an-
swer I shall return to him that sent me. 14. And
David said unto Gad, I am n a greal strait: let us
fall now into the hand of Jehoval ; for his mercies are
great; and let me not fall into the hand of man.

It has often been questioned how God could say of
David, that he was ‘‘a man aflter his own heart;’’ (I
Samuel 13: 14, Acts 13:22). Such a phrase seems to
imply a state of sinlessness on David’s part, or, at
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least, of such a high degree of holiness that it was
near to sinlessness. And yet nothing is clearer in
the Scriptures than the fact that David was far from
being sinless. It may well be asked then; if he was
not sinless, or almost sinless, what was it that made
him after God’s own heart? The passage before us
gives an answer, and it is one of broad application.
David had numbered Israel, which had been forbid-
den. In doing this he had committed a great trans-
gression. But, asin the case of Uriah and Bath-sheba,
he does not seem to have been fully conscious of his
sin until God sent his prophet to him with his divinely
ordered message of arraignment. From that moment,
the situation is perfectly plain to David. He sees
what he has done, he realizes the heinousness of his
guilt, and he perceives that judgment must fall.
And it is just here that David’s quality of mind and
heart, which God delighted in, came out. The aver-
age man would have .been dense as to the sin, he would
have argued with the prophet and God about the
judgment, and he would have harbored bitter and re-
sentful thoughts against God when judgment had
once fallen. But David was just the opposite of all
this. He was quick to see, quick to confess, and quick
to submit. In other words David’s perception of
God—what he was, what he demanded, and what he
had a right to do—was always clear and true. The
needle of his life might be deflected by the attraction
of sin, but it was never long before it swung back
to its true point of affinity. Now God did not de-
light in David’s deflection. But he did greatly de-
light in his quick return and attachment to himself,
and it is this of which the Spirit speaks. This, then,
is the quality of mind and heart which God desires
to see in us. Not sinlessness as yet; but attachment
to himself, so strong and loyal, that, though tempta-
tion may temporarily affect it, nothing may ever really
mar or destroy it.
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II Samuel 24:22-25,

22. And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the
king take and offer up what seemeth good unto him:
behold, the oxon for the burnt-offering, and the
threshing instruments and the yokes of the oxen for
the wood: 23 all this, O king, doth Araunal give unto
the king. And Araunal said unto the king, Jeho-
vah thy God accept thee. 24. And the king said unto
Araunah, Nay; but I will verily buy it of thee at a
price; netther will I offer durnt-offerings unto Jeho-
vah my God which cost me nothing. So David bought
the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of
siver. 25. And David built there an altar unto Je-
hoval, and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.
So Jehoval was entreated for the land, and the plague
was stayed from Israel.

David is finding out, at last, that it is an unalterable
law of God that ‘‘whatsoever a man soweth that shall
he also reap.’”” Moreover, he was discovering that
this law was as sure of application to the saint as it
was to the sinner. To be sure, David did not know
anything about the formula of the words quoted, for
it was left for Paul to put the thought into its pres-
ent expression. But he knew its truth wvery prac-
tically, for he had sowed, and now he was reaping.
And if he had stopped to consider the matter—as he
may have done—le would have come to understand
that there were three great facts connected with sow-
ing and reaping. I'irst, that one reaps what he sows.
Second, that one reaps all that he sows. And third,
that one reaps more than he sows. Now all these
things were true of David; to look back over his life
is to see it. He sowed adultery with Bath-sheba, and
he reaped adultery in the life of his son Amnon, who
humiliated his own sister. IIe sowed murder in re-
spect to Uriah, and he reaped a terrible murder by
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his son Absalom killing his son Amnon. And he
sowed pride’s satisfaction in numbering his war-
rior people, and he reaped pride’s humiliation by sec-
ing a pestilence from Jehovah take off seventy thou-
sand of his choicest warrior men. So it does not do
for any man, saint or sinner, to trifle with divine
laws. However, David was the beloved of the Lord,
and there was a way in which Jehovah could remem-
ber mercy with such an one even in the midst of
wrath. So the angel of the Lord appeared to the
prophet Gad, and the revelation was made that the
pestilence would ‘be stayed if an altar should be
erected. And how quickly David responds! At
once, the sinner shows that he is, as well, a saint:
‘““And David built there an altar unto Jehovah, and
offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.’’ And
there behind the altar and its vietim, the man of God
offers his worshipping prayer. ‘‘So Jehovah was en-
treated for the land, and the plague was stayed from
Israel.”” It is the law of God that reaping follows
sowing. But it is also the law of God that where sin
abounds, grace much more abounds.

Solomon. I Kings 3:4-10.

4. And the king went to Giibeon to sacrifice there;
for that was the great high place: a thousand burni-
offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 5. In
Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night ; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6.
And Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto thy serv-
ant David my father great lovingkindness, according
as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast
kept for him this great lovingkindness, that thow hast
gwen him a son to sit on his throne, as it 1s this day.
7. And now, O Jehovalh my God, thou hast made thy
servant king instead of David my father: and I am
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but a ltile.child; I know not how to go out or come in.
8. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which
thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num-
bered nor counted for multitude. 9. Give thy serv-
ant therefore an understanding heart to judge thy
people, that I may discern between good and evil; for
who 1s able to judge this thy great people? 10. And
the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked
this thing.

The great David was succeeded by the greater Solo-
mon. It is not always so in life that the son exceeds
the father. DBut in this case, it was not a devolution
but an evolution, from the weaker to the stronger,
from the lesser to the greater. And the reason is not
far to seek. It is found, not in natural inheritance,
nor in mere fortuitous conditions, but rather in the
purpose of God, and in the great decision which Solo-
mon made in a day of spiritual crisis. Matthew Henry
says: ‘‘A great man at his wit’s end is not at his
faith’s end’’; and it was faith, not wit which tri-
umphed in Solomon’s life. At the same time the
choice of faith resulted in the gift of wit: ‘‘Give
thy servant therefore an understanding heart to judge
thy people, that I may discern between good and evil;
for who is able to judge this thy great peoplef and
the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked
this thing.”’ It was one of the many illustrations of
the fact that where saints have asked for the less God
has given the more. For Solomon rejected the temp-
tation to ask for long life and riches, and only asked
for that which would make him truly useful in the
service of God, namely, discretion; and then Jeho-
vah gave him discretion, and long life and riches
besides. Such is the result of putting God first and
foremost in the life. No man ever makes him supreme
and suffers loss. Ior Jehovah will not be left in any
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man’s debt. YWhen a man holds on, God takes away ;
but when a man lets go, he gives, and that liberally.

I Kings 8:22-26.

22. And Solomon stood before the altar of Jeho-
vah in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread forth his hands, toward heaven; 23 and he said,
O Jehovah, the God of Israel, there is no God like
thee, 1n heaven above, or on earth beneath; who keep-
est covenant and lovingkindness with thy servants,
that walk before thee with all their heart; 24 who has
Eept with thy servant David my father that which thow
didst promise him: yea, thou spakest with thy mouth,
and hast fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is this day.
25. Now therefore, O Jehovah, the God of Israel, keep
with thy servant David my father that which thou
hast promised him, saying, There shall not fail thee a
man i my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only
thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me
as thow hast walked before me. 26. Now therefore, O
God of Isracl, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified,
which thou spaketh unto thy servant David my
father.

This is a prayer by Solomon of sixty-one verses.
It is one which would be called now, in certain circles,
‘“the long prayer,’’ it being offered in publie, before
the congregation, and at considerable length. But it
does not appear that Solomon wearied in offering it
or the people in hearing it. Somehow the old-time
saints thought prayer well worth while, whether in
private or publie, and therefore they never thought of
turning the prayer into a prayer-ette. And some-
how, God also thought prayer well worth while, for
he never told any saints to abbreviate or condense, as
if He were weary of listening. Moreover, Jehovah
seemed particularly pleased this day, that Solomon
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and the people asked all that they did, for when Solo-
mon had finished his petitioning, Jehovah, appeared
to him and said: “‘I have heard thy prayer and thy
supplication that thou hast made before me; I have
hallowed this house which thou hast built, to put
my name there for ever.”’ And has God changed?
Man has changed, it is plain; and Robert Herrick’s
words seem often true now:

‘‘Be brief in praying:
‘‘I"ew beads are best when once we go a-Maying.”’

For many of the saints are always ‘‘a-Maying’’ in
these times of pleasure-seeking, so that praying, in
public and private, is little in evidence. No, God has
not changed. He still delights in prayer, and he
is as ready to answer it as he was in the days of old.
What is needed then, in the face of the world’s need,
is a revival of prayer. Nothing else and less than
this will prove effective before Jehovah and in be-
half of the wandering sons of men. So then, my
brother, when some true Solomon prays long, do not
think of the time. Listen all through, and at the
end say a sympathetic and praiseful, Amen!

Elijah. I Kings 18: 36-39.

36. And it came to pass at the time of the offering
of the evening oblation, that Elijah the prophet came
near and said, O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be Iknown this day that
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant,
and that I have dome all these things at thy word.
37. Hear me, O Jehovah, hear me, that this people may
know that thou, Jehovah, art God, and that thou has
turned their heart back again. 38. Then the fire of
Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the
water that was in the trench. 39. And when all the
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pcople saw 1, they fell on thetr faces: and lhey said,
Jchovah, he is God; Jehovah, e is God.

It was not a long period of time between Solomon
and Ahab. But it was long enough for the people of
Israel to utterly corrupt themselves. Indeed, it never
takes long to go down hill. It is the up hill climbing
which consumes time. And so Israel was once more
in a bad way. This time, it is, like king like people,
for King Ahab had plunged himself into an abyss of
wickedness and his people had followed him. ‘‘But
God!”’ How often this is the saving phrase in
spiritual experience. And so it is now. For Jehovah
has a new man for the hour, a man unknown, without
history of family or school, without reputation before
king, priests or people, rugged, an ascetic from the
wilderness, but prepared by the Spirit for a crisis.
And thus Elijah flashes out of and through the dark-
ness with a great light, even as a meteor flames its way
across a midnight sky. And how his light does burn
for its appointed time, consuming as to the man, en-
lightening as to the surrounding gloom of national
life. And it is all because he prays. Hence, here
upon the mountain top, face to face with apostate
Israel, you have the triumph of prayer: ‘O Jehovah,
the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Israel, let it be
known this day that thou art God in Israel.”” ‘And
the Seripture adds: ‘‘Then the fire of Jehovah fell.”’
Yes, the man for the hour! But, above all, the God
for the hour! And, remember, Jehovah is always the
God for the hour, provided there is a man who trusts
him and calls upon his name. This then is for what
he waits—mountain-top intercessors.

I Kings 19: 1-8.

1. And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijeh had done,
and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword. 2. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah,
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saying, So lel the gods do to me, and more also, tf 1
make nol thy life as the life of one of them by to-mor-
row about this time. 3. And when he saw that, he
arose, and went for his life, and camo to Beersheba,
which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there.
4. But e himself went a day’s journey tnto the wilder-
ness, and canme and sat down under a juniper-tree:
and he requested for himself that he might die, and
said, It 1s enough ; now, O Jehoval, take away my life;
for I am not better than my fathers. 5. And he lay
down and slept under a juniper-tree; and, behold, an
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.
6. And he looked, and behold, there was at his head
a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water. And
he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.
7. And the angel of Jehovah came again the second
time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat, be-
cause the journey s too great for thee. 8. And he
arose, and did eat and drink, and went i the strength
of that food forty days and forty nights unto Hored
the mount of God.

Action often results in reaction. A crisis, therefore,
is frequently followed by a collapse, and a victory by
a defeat. It ought not to be like this. In the life of
Jesus it was never so, and in the life of Paul it was
seldom so. Nevertheless, this is the record of many
a saint, and too, of many a good saint. And it is the
record now of Elijah. Those had been tense hours
on Mount Carmel, when he had defied the priests and
followers of Baal, and they had resulted in a great and
glorious triumph for Jehovah. But just as a tense
string upon a violin, from which has been drawn ex-
quisite melodies, may suddenly break, so the prophet’s
life broke down, in spite of its victories, after the con-
flict was over. Hence it was that that message from
Jezebel overwhelmed Elijah. And hence it is that
you see the prophet fleeing for his life, taking refuge
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in the wilderness, and hiding bLeneath the shade of a
juniper trce. But even there, Elijah prays: “‘It is
cnough now, O Jchovah, take away my life, for I am
not better than my fathers.”” It was a mixed-up
prayer—as some other prayers have been—but it
showed that the prophet was thinking of God and was
in vital connection with him. Morcover, Jehovah an-
swered the prayer. The way he did it, however, was
the way he has often done, namely, by giving just the
opposite of what was asked. In other words, Jehovah
exercised his highest prerogative in answering prayer,
by giving the better instead of the good, and the best
instead of the better.

I Kings 19:9-14.

9. And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there; and, behold, the word of Jehovah came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest thow here, Elijah?
10. And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah,
the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have for-
saken thy covenant, thrown dowmn thine altars, and
slatn thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
11. And he sawd, Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before Jehovah. And, behold, Jehovah passed by, and
a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake
tn pieces the rocks before Jehovah; but Jehoval was
not tn the wind: and after the wind an earthquake;
but Jehovah was not in the earthquake: 12 and after
the earthquake a fire; but Jehovah was not in the fire:
and after the fire a stdl small vowce. 13. And it was
so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entrance
of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto
him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14. And
he said, I have been very.jealous for Jehovah, the God
of hosts; for the children of Israel.have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and. slain thy
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prophets with the sword; and 1, cven I only, am left;
and they seck my life, to take it away.

It is strange how many saints are obsessed with the
idea that they are the only ones in the universe who
care and that all responsibility lies with them. They
look around and see a perishing world, they look up
and seo a silent heaven, and then they look down and
wish that other men and God himself would love as
they love and would act as they act. This was where
good, brave old Elijah was just now: ‘‘I have been
very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my
life, to take it away.’’ Alas, for God! According to
Elijah’s estimate he was in a bad plight. Jehovah, for
some unknown reason, would do nothing, and there
was but one true-hearted prophet left, and he was
likely to perish! What would happen then? Crom-
well once sent his secretary upon an important mis-
sion. The secretary took his servant—who was a
godly man—and started upon his journey. At even-
ing they put up at an inn, and soon both master and
servant were in bed. The servant went to sleep. But
at midnight, he awoke, and, as he lay awake, he heard
his master in the adjoining room, sighing and tossing
to and fro, evidently unable to sleep by reason of
anxiety. Finally, the servant went to his master’s
door, when the following conversation took place:
‘‘Master, may I ask thee some questions?’’ ‘‘Yes,
what are theyi’’ ‘‘Who ruled the world before thou
was born{’’ ‘‘Why, God did.”” ‘‘And who will rule
the world after thou art dead?’’ ‘‘Why, God will.”’
‘‘Then, master, hadst thou not better let him rule it
now1’’ ‘‘Thank you,’’ said the master, and there-
upon he went to sleep. And it is not an unfair de-
duction to make, that it would not be a bad thing if
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some of tho rest of us would go to sleep—at least, so
far as our undue sense of importance is concerned.

Elisha. II Kings 4: 32-37.

32. And when Elisha was come tnto the house, be-
hold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.
33. He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them
twawn, and prayed unto Jehovah. 34. And he went
up, and lay wpon the child, and put his mouth upon
his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and lus hands
upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon him;
and the flesh of the child wazxed warm. 35. Then he
returned, and walked in the house once to and fro; and
went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the
child sneezed seven times, and the cluld opened has
eyes. 36. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this
Shunammite. So he called lher. And when she was
come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. 37. Then
she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself
to the ground; and she took up her son, and went out.

Elijah had been succeeded by Elisha, and a double
portion of the spirit of the first prophet now rested
upon the second. But, as happened in the case of all
other prophets, trying circumstances soon put the
reality of the prophet’s power to the test. Just before
this, Elisha had performed a remarkable miracle, by
inducing God to give the Shunammite woman, with
whom he lodged, a son, in spite of her barrenness and
the husband’s old age. But soon after, calamity over-
took father, mother, son and prophet, for the son died.
What now was to be done? Could he pray for life?
Would God hear and answer prayer for such a thing
as this? He did not know; nevertheless he would
make the venture of faith. And so Elisha went into
the house where the child lay and shut himself in with
the lifeless body. And there, in that house of death,
a great transaction took place: ‘‘He went in there-
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fore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed
unto Jehovalh.”” From that moment, there was more
in that room than Death; there was also the God of
Life. And the praying, belicving prophet was the
link between the two. So mouth to mouth, and eyes
to eyes, and hands to hands he lay upon the body,
meanwhile pleading with Jehovah. And finally the
boy stirred, and opened his eyes, and lived. And do
you call it an old time miracle, a picture of the far
away past? Nay, but you can see it, and more, any
day, where dead souls are being saved. Jerry DMe-
Cauley was a life-giving prophet like this, and Finney,
and Moody. And so also, you may be, if you will
pray and believe. But, remember, when you do this,
be sure and lie full length upon the body of the dead.
For it is not only prayer and faith, but also contact
which saves.

II Kings 6: 14-17.

14. Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots,
and a great host: and they came by night, and com-
passed the city about. 15. And when the servant of
the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, be-
hold, a host with horses and chariots was round about
the city y. And lus servant satd unto him, Alas, my
Master! how shall we do? 16. And he answered,
Fear not; for they that are with us are more than they
that are with them. 17. And Elisha prayed, and said,
Jehovah, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may sce.
And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man; and
he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

There were brave knights in the days of old, and
Elisha was one of them. He wore the flower of a
blameless life, and hence he had undying courage in
his soul. And this was true whether he %aced foes in
twos or threes, or in hundreds or thousands. Num-
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bers were not the things which counted with him, be-
cause God outnumbered all. Hence you see the
prophet quiet and calm, when other men are losing
their hearts and heads for fear of their foes. There
have been modern men like this. Martyrs singing in
flaming fires, missionaries praising in the gloom of
foreign lands, ministers at home believing on in spite
of overwhelming odds—these men also have endured
because they have seen the things which are invisible.
And now, Elisha'smiled in the face of his foes. It was
not that he did not see them. There they were in plain
sight, encamped about the city, silent, grim, innumera-
ble; and he well knew their prowess and determina-
tion. It was because he saw something besides. There
was an encampment within an encampment, a host
within a host, the army of God between himself and
his enemies. Smiling was not difficult under such
circumstances. So all he had to do when his young
servant gave up hope was to pray that he too might
see: ‘‘And Elisha prayed and said, Jehovah, I pray
thee, open his eyes that he may see.’”’ It is probable
that those two had a praise meeting after that. And
the story explains many things concerning ourselves.
It is fear, after all, that makes cowards of us all. And
we fear because we do not see. How constantly then
we need to pray: ‘“‘Open thou mine eyes that I may
behold wondrous things!’> And how constantly we
need to remember, as we pray, that the ‘‘chariots of
God are twenty thousand, even thousands upon thou-
sands.’’

Hezekiah. II Kings 19:1-5.

1. And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it,
that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sack-
cloth, and went nto the house of Jehovah. 2. And
he sent Elwakem, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, cov-
ered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah ilhe prophet the son of



148 MEN WIIO PRAYED

Amoz. 3. And they said unto him, Thus saith Heze-
kiah, This day 1s a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and
of contumely; for the children are come to the birth,
and there 1s not strength to bring forth. 4. It may be
Jehoval thy God will hear all the words of Rabshakel,
whom the lang of Assyria his master hath sent to def
the living God and will rebuke the words which
Jehovah thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy
prayer for the remmant that is left. 5. So the servants
of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

A great king had arisen in Judah, whose name was
Hezekiah. But as great, and even good kings have
often found, he had plenty of battles to fight for
Jehovah before he had finished with his reigning. In-
deed, it often seems that the greater and better a man
is, and the higher up he is, the more he is called upon
to engage in conflicts. It is the price which a man
has to pay for place and power. And besides, in the
divine economy, it is God’s way of keeping the man
in dependence upon himself, who alone can main-
tain a man in place and power. So Hezekiah found
himself a captive in his city, surrounded, hedged in,
and shut up, where the only thing he could do was to
look up. Thank God ! his enemies could not roof him
over, and he could still look past sunlit or starlit sky
to where the Mighty One sat upon his throne. And
it was because there was the upward look, that you
have him going into the house of Jehovah and sending
for the prophet Isaiah. In other words, he prayed
and set the prophet to praying. And, depend upon it,
whether in those or these days, where two saints get
praying; the enemies of Jehovah had better look out.
Yea, from that moment, those God-defying, blasphe-
mous Assyrians, with their glittering ranks of men,
horses and chariots, were doomed. If they had only
known it, they would have done well to turn and flee
for their lives with utmost speed. IFor now the God
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of praying IIezekiah and Isaiah was against them,
and it was only a matter of time before judgment, sure
and terrible, would fall.

II Kings 19: 14-19, 35.

14. And Hezelnal received the letter from the hand
of the messengers, and read 1t: and Hezelialh went up
unto the house of Jehovaly, and spread it before Jeho-
vah. 15. and ‘Hezeliiah prayed before Jehovah, and
satd, O Jehoval, the God of Isracl, that siltest above
the cherubim, thow art the God, even thow alone, of
all the Iingdoms of the earth; thou has made heaven
and earth. 16. Incline thine ear, O Jehovah, and
hear; open thine eyes, O Jehovah, and see; and hear
the words of Sennacherib, wherewith hie hath sent him
to defy the living God. 17. Of a truth, Jehoval,
the kings of Assyria have lard waste the nations and
theiwr lands, 18 and have cast their gods into the fire:
for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands,
wood and stone; therefore they have destroyed them.
19. Now therefore, O Jehoval our God, save thow us, I
beseech thee, out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know that thou Jehoval art God alone.
35. And it came to pass thal night, that the angel of
Jehovalh went forth, and smote in the camp of the As-
syrians a hundred fourscore and five thousand: and
when men arose early in the morming, behold, these
were all dead bodies.

God did not deliver Hezekiah in a day. He seldom
delivers any saint in a day. There have been many
saints who have wished he would do so, and who have
pleaded mightily that he would. But, from first to
last, Jehovah has taken his own way of deliverance,
including the incidents of time, place and process.
Some of these saints are in the glory now, and they
are all praising God that his ways were not as their
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ways. And other saints are going home to glory by
and Lye, and as soon as they get there, they too will
praise him that his ways were not as their ways. So
it is a good thing to praise God now that his ways are
above our own. However, delay does not mean that
Jehovah will not act at all. Sooner or later, he will
always deliver: ‘‘Many are the afilictions of the
righteous’’—never mind why—‘‘but Jehovah deliver-
eth him out of them all’’—this is the important fact.
And this is the way Hezekiah found it. Taking the
blasphemouns letter which he had received, he went
up into the house of Jehovah and spread it before him.
What a simple minded man he was to spread a letter
out before God, the writing up, just as if such an
One could not read it as easily folded as unfolded, as
easily right side down as right side up. But faith is
ever simple, and it is such childlike acts as this which
appeal to Jehovah. But mark it, the prayer which
accompanied the act was anything but simple. For
though faith may be childlike, it is never childish.
And that prayer stirred God’s heart and hand. At
last the time for action had come. Then the cloud
of judgment burst, and the enemies of the Lord wwere
carried away as by a flood.

II Kings 20: 1-17.

1. In those days was Hezekialh sick unto death.
And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him,
and savd unto him, Thus saith Jehoval, set hy house in
order; for thou shalt die, and mot live. 2. Then he
twrned s face to the wall, and prayed unto Jehovah,
saying, 3 Remember now, O Jehoval, I bescech thee,
how I have walked before thee in truih and with a
porfect heart, and have done that whiclh is good n
thy sight. And Hezekialh wept sore. 4. And it came
to pass, before Isaial was gomne out into the middle
part of the city, that the word of Jehovah came to him,
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saying, 6 Turn again, and say to ITezokiah the prince
of my peoplo, Thus saith Jehoval, the Gad of David
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy
tears: bohold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou
shalt go up unto the house of Jehovah. 6. And I will
add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee
and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria;
and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for
my servant David’s sake. T. And Isaiah said, Take
a cake of figs. And they took and lard 1t on the boil,
and he recovered.

King Hezekiah had run his course well and had
proved himself pleasing to Jehovah. But this did not
exempt him from sorrow. And now it was one of a
personal kind, and of the sort which is hardest to bear,
for he was sick. It is curious, how many great men
break down spiritually when physical ailment comes
on. They wage a good warfare till then. But at the
sight of sickness they collapse. Possibly, it is because
they can overcome other foes, but feel helpless before
this foe. Possibly, too, it is because they do not like
physical pain, and fail to understand why God should
allow it. At any rate, many cease to trust and pray
just then, and hence down they go into despair. Now
Hezekiah was a great example to us in the time of his
sickness. He did not collapse, even when the prophet
Isaiah told him he must die. What he did do was
this: he turned himself to the wall, and he prayed
Jehovah that he might live. And Jehovah answered
him so quickly that Isaiah had only time to get a
few streets away from the house before he was brought
to a stop. There God turned him back to Hezekiah,
telling him to reverse the divine decree. Now, Mr.
Philosopher, do you want a problem to occupy you
for the rest of your life! Meditate then upon the
question, as to how God could tell the prophet to say
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in one breath, ‘“Thou shalt die,”’ and in the next
breath, ‘‘Thou shalt not die,’’ with only a praycr
between. DBut, Mr. Saint, do not you spend five min-
utes in thinking upon the philosophy or non-philoso-
phy of it; just you go on believing and praying;
for that is cxactly what happened and what will hap-
pen again and again. And also, Mr. Saint, do not
forget what we started with: When it is your turn
to be sick, do what Ilezekiah did; just turn over to
the wall, get alone with God, and tell him—your
Father—all.

Jabez. I Chronicles 4:9, 10.

9. And Jabez was more honorable than his brethren:
and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Be-
cause I bare him with sorrow. 10. And Jabez called
on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest
bless me indeed, and enlarge my border, and that thy
hand might be unth me, and that thow wouldest keep
me from evil, that ¢t be not to my sorrow! And God
granted him that which he requested.

Jabez! Who is he? Did you ever hear of him be-
fore? No, not in the scriptural record. Nor will you
ever hear of him again. Who then is Jabez? Abra-
ham you know, and Moses you know, and many an-
other saint you know; but who is this man? Well,
this is the answer: Jabez is the man who prayed.
That is his only distinction. But it appears that with
God this was very much, for he in’ferrupts his narra-
tive to tell us this in detail. So it is worth while to
learn what we can about him. And what appears is
this. First, he was a man in a cerowd, for his name
occurs in a long list, containing hundreds of names.
Second, he was a common place man, there being no
mention of his father, mother, wife, sons, daughters,
eity or pursuits, his only reputation being that he was
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somewhat more honorable than his brethren. Third,
he was a man who had a bad beginning in life, for his
mother had good reason to give him the name Jabez,
which means sorrowful; and hence, he probably was
one who had a somewhat unhappy continuance in life,
for it could not have been exhilarating, to say the
least of it, to be called ‘‘Mr. Sorrowful,’”’ all of his
days. And finally, he was a man who, through
prayer, had risen above his circumstances, conquered
his difficulties, and turned his sorrow into joy. This
is not a long history. But, after all, it is a great one.
For it reveals the fact to all the world that no one
peed be the vietim of environment, mentally or spirit-
ually, provided he prays. So cheer up, my humble,
unknown, discouraged friend. Whether you may
ever be great in men’s eyes or not, you may be in
God’s eyes, which is infinitely better. And, remem-
ber,.all you have got to do to reach this end is this,
to kneel down beside Jabez and to pray.

Jonah. Jonah 2:1-9.

1. Then Jonah prayed unto Jehoval his God out
of the fish’s belly.

2. And he said,

I called by reason of mine affliction unto Jehovah,

And he answered me;

Out of the belly of Sheol cried I,

And thow heardest my voice.

3. For thow didst cast me into the depth, in the
heart of the seas.

And the flood was round about me;

All thy waves and thy billows passed over me.

4. And I said, I am cast out from before thine
eyes;

Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.

5. The waters compassed me about, even to the
soul;
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The deop was round about me;

The weeds were wrapped about my head.

6. I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;

The earth with her bars closed upon me for ever:

Yot hast thou brought up my life from the pit, O
Jehoval my God.

7. When my soul fainted within me, I remembered
Jehovah:

And my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy
temple.

8. They that regard lying wvanities forsake their
0wWn Mmercy.

9. But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of
thanksgiving ;

I will pay that which I have vowed.

Salvation 1s of Jehovah.

There are some students who think—and not with-
out reason—that Jonah died in the belly of the great
fish, and that, when he was vomited out upon dry
land, it was a real resurrection, and hence, that he be-
came a complete type of the resurrected Christ;
(Matthew 12:40). However this may be, it is certain
that the prophet lived long enough to turn that fish’s
belly into a sanctuary, if the true definition of a sanc-
tuary is, ‘‘a house of prayer.’’ For there, in that
strange place, he prayed unto Jehovah, or, as he states
the experience: ‘I called by reason of my afilictions
unto Jehovah, and he answered me.”” And a careful
study of the passage will show that the prayer was a
good and great one. For while the prayer itself 1s not
fully recorded, enough is given to make us aware of the
fact that it had much to do with his great need and
(God’s greater mercies; and besides, that praise was in-
terjected into the petitions, in spite of every untoward
circumstance. All this is more than interesting; it is
most encouraging. Evidently, there are no places or
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conditions in which the saint may not pray and praise.
And evidently also, there is no saint so far gone from
God where his cry will not reach his ear and heart.
Very touching is Jonah’s attestation to this last,
blessed fact: ‘“When my soul fainted within me’’—
he was evidently in extremis—‘‘1 remembered Je-
hovah, and my prayer came in unto thee, in thy holy
temple.’”’ 'And it is evident that Jehovah was not in
extremsis, for he sent help from his sanctuary, even
to such an one, and even unto a mighty deliverance

out of death.

Amos. Amos T7:1-6.

1. Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me: and, behold,
he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting
up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latier
growth after the king’s mowings. 2. And it came to
pass that when they made an end of eating the grass
of the land, then I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, 1
beseech thee: how shall Jacob stand? for he s small.
3. Jehovah repented concerning this: It shall not be,
saith Jehovah. 4. Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me:
and, behold, the Lord Jehovahl called to contend by
fire; and it devoured the great deep, and would have
eaten up the land. 5. Then said I, O Lord Jehovah,
cease, I beseech thee: how shall Jacob stand? for he
ws small. 6. Jehovah repented concerning this: This
also shall not be, saith the Lord Jehovah.

‘We are sometimes tempted to pity the Old Testa-
ment saints, in view of the fact that they did not en-
joy our greater privileges; and the thought, if humbly
held, is not an unscriptural one; (Hebrews 11:40).
But we must acknowledge—and to our shame—that
these same saints often exceeded us in their access to
God and in their power to move his mighty arm.
Here, for instance, is a saint who is little known and
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little spoken of, who is ranked among, not the major,
but the minor prophets, but who, through prayer,
actually interrupted the whole processes of judgment
and nature. We may well admit that Jehovah was at
that time allowing himself to be more easily influenced
in such matters than he is now, for he was then
choosing to reveal himself, as it were, in dramatic and
tragic ways. The facts of the case, however, are not
so easily explained away as this., The truth of the
matter is, these great heroes of the faith believed
Jehovah would do the miraculous, and prayer to them
for such was almost considered by them to be the
equivalent of its fulfillment. Idence, little Amos was
big with faith, and the obscure one did marvellous
things. Many Chinese Christians are like this; they
ask great things, they expect great things, and they
get great things. It becomes an open question, there-
fore, whether our spiritual refinement has not refined
most of our spirituality away. If it has, we need not
pity the Old Testament saints; but we need to go back
to them, to sit at their feet, and to humbly learn the
lessons which they are so fitted to teach us.

Isaiakl. Isavah 6:1-7.

1. In the year that king Uzzial, died I saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted wp, and his
train filled the temple. 2. Above him stood the sera-
phim: each one had siz wings; with twain he covered
his face, and with twain he covered lvis feet, and with
twain he did fly. 3. And one cried unto another, and
said, Holy, holy, holy, ts Jehoval of losts: the whole
earth is full of his glory. 4. And the foundations of
the thresholds shook at the voice of him that cried,
and the house was filled with smoke. 5. Then said I,
Woe 1s me! for I am undonc; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a pcople of
unclean lips: for mane cyes have seon the Ling, Je-
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hovalh of hosts. 6. Then flew one of the scraphim
unto me, having a live coal in s hand, which ho had
taken with the tongs from off the altar: T and he
touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this hath
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity ss taken away, and
Ly sin forgiven.

There was once a man who prayed that God would
give him a vision of himself. The prayer, though
often repeated, was not answered for many days.
But one night the man seemed to see the glory of
God. And no sooner did he catch the vision than he
cried out in agony of soul: ‘‘O God, draw back
thine arm; I ean stand no more!’’ Thus it has ever
been when there has been contact between God and
man. In the nature of the case, in all relationships
and under all conditions, infinite space is between the
character of God and the character of man; and, in
consequence of this, as sure as God draws near to man
or man draws near to God, man begins to see his black-
ness in the divine light, and to shrink back startled
and undone. And thus it was now with Isaiah. Al-
ready, the prophet had received much from God. He
had been saved, separated unto holy service, and
chosen by the Spirit to witness against Israel; and
now he was in the full tide of a Spirit-inspired utter-
ance. One would naturally think that a saint like this
would be prepared for the highest spiritual experience,
by very reason of his holiness. And there is a meas-
are of truth in the thought, for it was because he
was what he was that he saw what he saw. Never-
tlicless, note the record: ‘‘I saw also the Lord sitting
upon the throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple.””—'‘Then said I, woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, for
mine eyes have secen the King, the Lord of hosts.”
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God help the man then who thinks he is all right!
There is no person on earth who more nceds to sec
Jehovah than such -an ono as this.

Jeromialh. Jeremiah 11 :1-5.

1. The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah,
saying, 2 Hear yo the words of lhis covenant, and
speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem; 3 and say thow unto them, Thus saith
Jehovah, the God of Isracl: Cursed to the man that
heareth not the words of this covenamt, 4 which I
commanded your fathers in the day that I brought
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron
furnace, saying, Obey my wvoice, and do them, accord-
ing to all which I command yow: so shall ye be my
people, and I will be your Qod: 5 that I may establish
the oath which I sware unto your fathers, to give
them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this
day. Then answered 1, and said, Amen, O Jehovah.

Jeremiah had had enough dealings with Jehovah by
this time to lmow what he thought of Israel; and he
had had enough dealings with Israel to know what
they thought of Jehovah. Jehovah had spoken clearly
to Jeremiah concerning Israel, stating that they had
forsaken him; (1:16); and Israel had spoken alike
clearly to Jeremiah concerning Jehovah, saying that
they would no longer worship or serve him; (2:31).
Morcover, Jehovah had made it perfectly plain to Jere-
miah what he might expect when he should witness
against Israel, namely, persecution of a serious kind ;
(1:17-19). The situation, therefore, was as clear as
daylight. It was simply this: Jehovah was against
Israel; Israel was against Jechovah; and Jeremiah
stood between. This meant, of course, sooner or later,
a crash, and the man who stood between the two op-
posing parties was bound to be hurt. And any one
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who knows the story of Jereminh understands how
scrious the hurt was. And yet in the face of all these
facts, Jehovah says to Jeremiah: ‘‘Speak unto the
men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Cursed be the
man that heareth not the words of this covenant.’’
What will happen now? Will Jeremiah falter and
fail; or will he nerve himself and set himself reso-
lutely to his task? It is the crisis of Jeremiah’s life,
and Jehovah’s honor and glory are at stake. To obey
will be to run his character into the mould of God and
to exalt the holy name. To fail will be to ruin his
prospect of growth and usefulness and to dim the
luster of the divine glory. What then was Jeremiah’s
decision and answeri Oh, but the prophet did pray
gloriously that day, as he announced his decision to
God! The prayer was not a long one. Indeed, it was
but the ending of a usual prayer. But it meant every-
thing. This is what it was: ‘‘Amen, O Jehovah!’’
And after that, regardless of consequences, the prophet
went and told Israel what God thought of them,
and what he purposed doing to them. This was
prayer and works. And this is the kind of praying
that counts.

Habakkuk. Habakkulk 1:1-5.

1. The burden which Ilabalkkuk the prophet did see.
2. O Jehoval, how long shall I cry, and thow wilt
not hear? I cry oul unto theo of violence, and thou
wilt not save. 3. Why dost thou show me tniquity,
and look upon perverseness? for destruction and vio-
lence are before me; and there ts strife, and conten-
tion rmiseth up. 4. Therofore tho law s slacked, and
justice doth never go forth; for the wicked doth
compass about the righteous; thereforo justice gooth
forth perverted. 5. Behold ye among the nalions, and
look, and wonder marvellously; for I am working o
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work in your days, which ye will not believe though
it be told you.

There followed the great Jeremiah, a prophet whose
life was as obscure as his name is generally unknown
and unpronounceable. This was Habakkuk. But it
is to be remembered that in heaven no saint’s name is
unlknown and unpronounceable, for the One who could
say to Moses, ‘‘I know thee by name,’’ can speak thus
to every one of his people, however hidden his life
may be. And the particular reason why God knew
Habakkuk—apart from his general knowledge of him
—was this, that he was a man who came often into his
presence in the act of prayer. It is a good thing to
get well acquainted with Jehovah; and also, it is a
good thing to make Jehovah well acquainted with us,
and there is no better way to do this than to call often
upon him. And Habakkuk took this last way to

‘introduce himself to God. There are only three chap-
ters in the book which bear the prophet’s name, but
in these chapters there are as many prayers, and one
of them takes up a whole chapter, with a total of nine-
teen verses. DBesides this, the book opens with a
prayer, which means, that the prophet no sooner be-
gan to write than he began to pray. Happy man!
But note, that the present was not a very happy
prayer. Habakkuk was overwhelmed with sorrow be-
cause of the condition of Israel and because of a silent
heaven. Hence, he prayed ; and hence also, he prayed
sorrowfully, exactly as he felt. And after all, this is
the way we should pray, provided we are in fellow-
ship with God. Prayer is not meant to make us un-
natural ; nor does unnaturalness result in making us
pray. We are to speak to Jehovah out of full hearts,
just as we think and feel. And such praying in
Habakkuk’s case proved most effectual. Scarcely had
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he begun, when Jehovah answered. And the answer
was all that the prophet’s heart could desire.

Daniel. Daniel 2:14-20.

14. Then Daniel returned answer with counsel and
prudence to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard,
who was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon;
15 he answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain,
Wherefore s the decree so urgent from the king?
Then Arioch made the thing known to Damel. 16.
And Daniel went in, and destred of the king that he
would appoint him a time, and he would show the
king the interpretation. 17. Then Daniel went to his
house, and made the thing known to Hanamah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: 18 that they
would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning
this secret; that Daniel and his companions should
not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
19. Then was the secret revealed unto Dantel in @
viston of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of
heaven. 20. Dantel answered and said, Blessed be
the name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom and
might are lis.

Daniel is the next great prophet who comes upon the
scene. And if Elijah was a meteor in Israel’s spirit-
ual night, Daniel was a fixed star therein. For over
seventy years he shone in the firmament, until, so far
as this life is concerned, he had burned himself out
in the service of God. And all through his life he
was, pre-eminently, a man of prayer. Just here and
now, he is at a prayer meeting in Babylon, where
three persons were helping one person, and all the
four were in ardent intercession. For it was a time
of crisis, an impulsive king having decreed death to
the wise men if their wisdom should fail to reveal his
dream. But observe, the meeting was soon turned
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into a praise meceting. Ifor those four intercessors
had not waited long upon God before prayer was
answered. Then Daniel began leading the little band
in a ‘‘Hallelujah Chorus.’”” After that the prophet
went into the presence of the king and told him all of
the secrets of his mind and heart. And what he told
him was one of the greatest prophetic recvelations
which God has ever made to man, unveiling history
thousands of years forward to our present day, and
past our present day, no one knows for how long a
time. No doubt Daniel thought it hard when ruthless
hands carried him away to Babylon. But he soon
found out, while they could take him out of Jerusalem,
that they could not take him out of God. Hence, in
far away Babylon, he could pray and praise, and, as
a result, could be mightily used by Jehovah. The
world was greatly moved by Edward Everett Hale’s
story, ‘A Man Without a Country.’”” But no such
story can ever be written of a saint, for wherever he is,
he is always in his home-land, since his citizenship is
in heaven and his life is in God.

Daniel 6:4-11.

4. Then the presidents and the satraps sought to
find occasion against Daniel as touchang the kingdom;
but they could find no occasion mor fault; foras-
much as he was faithful, neither was there any error
or fault found in him. 5. Then said these men, We
shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, ¢xcept
we find it against him concerning the law of his God.
6. Then these presidents and satraps assembled to-
gether to the king, and said. thus unto him, King
Darius, live for ever. T. AUl the presidents of the
kingdom, the deputies and the satraps, the counsellors
and the governors, have consulied together to estab-
lish a royal statute, and to make a strong interdict,
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or man
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for thirly days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast
tnto the den of lions. 8. Now, O king, establish the
snlerdict, and sign the writing, that it be not changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, whicl
altereth not. 9. Wherefore king Darius signed the
writing and the nterdict. 10. And when Daniel
knew that the writing was signed he went into his
house; (now his windows were open in his chamber
toward Jerusalem;) and he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before
his God, as he did aforetime. 11. Then these men
assembled together, and found Dantel making petition
and supplication before his God.

This story comes to us from Babylon like good news
from a far country. What heartening cheer there is
in it. To think, at such a time and in such surround-
ings, that God had a man at his disposal of this sort.
How it quickens faith and resolution to remember it.
How it nerves the heart, in these our days and sur-
roundings, to be like this brave prophet of old and to
do what he did. For after all, while times have
altered they have not changed, and while conditions
have changed they have not altered. Look around
you anywhere and you will see ‘‘great Babylon.’’
Moreover, those high in authority have decreed—at
least by practice and example—that men shall not
pray. And most of all, our coward hearts tell us that
praying is not convenient so long as a scoffing world
is looking on. Hence, up there on the street in Baby-
lon where the saints live, you see many a window down
and many a shutter closed. Oh, shame upon us, we
who bear the name of Christians! Was Jesus, in the
days of his flesh, such an one as this? Was Paul?
Was PeterY Was Daniel! Good, brave old Daniel |
ITo was a man who was worth ten thousand men of the
nverage kind. Before a golden image, the king and
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the kingdom could not get him to bend the knee. DBut
when God came into view, the king and the kingdom
could not keep him upon his feet. Al, this is the
kind of man whom God is ever waiting for! So
Coleridge speaks well when he sings:

““Bo not afraid to pray; to pray is right;
Pray if thou canst with hope, but ever pray,
Though hope be wealk or sick with long delay;
Pray in the darkness if there be no light;
And if for any wish thou dare not pray
Then pray to God to cast that wish away.’’

Daniel 9:20-23.

20. And while I was speaking, and praying, and con-
fessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God
for the holy mountain of my God; 21 yea, while I was
speaking «n prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
tn the viston at the beginning, being caused to fly
swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening
oblation. 22. And he instructed me, and talked with
me, and satd, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give
thee wisdom and understanding. 23. At the begin-
ning of thy supplicalions the commandment went
forth, and I am come to tell thes; for thou art greatly
beloved: therefore consider the malter, and under-
stand the vision.

The chapter from which this passage is taken
records another long prayer. Through it, we are sud-
denly caught up and carried away to Daniel’s cham-
ber window, we sec the praying prophet looking across
the desert sands toward Jerusalem, and we hear him
making his supplication to Jehovah. But this is not
all. Indeed, it is not the most. The vision which
is largest and best is that of heaven and God. Itisa
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winsome sight to see a saint upon his knees. But it is
nothing less than enrapturing to see, while the saint
is praying, heaven opened and the things which are
taking place there. And here is this sight, as far as it
can be given, clear and unmistakable. The vision
then is of Jehovah on the heavenly throne, surrounded
by myriads of beautiful beings, but taken up with the
sight of a lone man far away on earth engaged in
prayer. Iturther, it is that of Jehovah waiting to
listen to not more than the beginning of the man’s
petition, though he allows the whole to be spoken,
and of his at once calling Gabriel, who stands in his
presence, and commanding him to fly swiftly to the
praying saint. And then, it is that of the great
angel going upon his way to earth in order to tell the
praying one that his petition is heard and answered,
and hence, that he is to receive from the Most High
wisdom and understanding. DBut even this is not all,
for next, it is the vision of the angel uncovering, as
it were, the very heart of God, for he says to Daniel
in Jehovah’s behalf: ‘‘Thou art greatly beloved;’’
or, as the margin expresses it: ‘‘Thou art very pre-
cious.”” What wonder that Daniel, at another time
and under similar circumstances, fainted and was sick
certain days. It was just as well for him that he saw
and heard no more. And it is just as well for most
of the saints, that they do not see all that takes place
in heaven when they pray. For there is such a thing
in experience as an overweight of joy.

Danzel 10:10-14.

10. And, behold, e hand touched me, which set me
upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. 11.
And he said unto me, O Dawniel, thou man greatly be-
loved, understand the words that I speak unto thee,
and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent: and
when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trem-
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bling. 12. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel;
for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to
understand, and to humblo thyself before thy God,
thy words were heard: and I am come for thy words’
sake. 13. But the prince of the Ikingdom of Persia
withstood me one and twenty days; but, lo, Michael,
ono of the chief princes, came to help me: and I re-
mained there with the kings of Persia. 14. Now I am
come to make thee understand what shall befall thy
people sn the latter days: for the vision is yet for
many days.

It was kind of God to explain to Daniel why he
had not been able to answer his prayer at an earlier
time. He might well, from his high, sovereign stand-
point, have left his servant without an explanation.
IFor any man ought to be content, if he prays aright,
to leave the issue with him who is all-wise and all
loving; and to show a contrary spirit is to display an
unwarrantable distrust. But God does not always do
what he might do; he sometimes does what he simply
may do, since he delights to stoop low and lift up.
ITis course, therefore, with the children of men is
frequently the generous one, in the sense that it is
the one which only grace could suggest. And this
is the course which Jehovah takes in this instance with
much perplexed Daniel. The old prophet had done
some mighty praying—the prayer is recorded in the
ninth chapter—and he had evidently been heard of
God, for the divine voice responded to him. DBut the
answer had been slow and long in coming, which had
given the prophet great concern. And it was just
then that the hand of the Mighty One touched him,
and that the voice of the Compassionate One explained
to him the cause of the delay. And the explanation
is meant, not only for Danicl, but also for us. So,
mark it, praying saint, there are actually some things
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—since (od is working in harmony with his own laws
—which he can not do; and one of these things is
that he can not answer an individual’s prayer with-
out reference to each and all other beings in his uni-
verse. Prayer sets God working. But when God
works, he works not simply in relation to the part,
but also in relation to the whole; (Genesis 15:16).

Nehemiali. Nehemaah 1:4-11.

4. And it came to pass, when I heard these words,
that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days;
and I fasted and prayed before the God of heaven,.b
and said, I beseech thee, O Jehovah, the God of
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth cove-
nant and lovingkindness with them that love him
and keep his commandments: 6 let thine ear now be
attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest
hearken unto the prayer of thy servamt, which I
pray before thee at this time, day and mghi, for the
children of Israel thy servants, while I confess the
sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned
against thee: yea, I and my father’s house have
sinned. 7. We have dealt very corruptly against
thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the ordinances, which thou commandedst
thy servant Moses. 8. Remember, I beseech thee,
the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses,
saying, If ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad
among the people: 9 dbut if ye return unto me, and
keep my commandments and do them, though your
outcasts were in the uttermost part of the heavens, yet
will I gather them from thence, and will bring them
unto the place that I have chosen to cause my name
to dwell there. 10. Now these are thy servants and
thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great
power, and by thy strong hand. 11. O lord, I beseech
thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of
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thy servant, and to the prayer of thy scrvants, who
delight to fear thy mame; and prosper, I pray thee,
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight
of this man. (Now I was cupbearer to the king.)

There are times in life when the saint can get no
light or comfort from his surroundings. God seems
to have forgotten, friends seem to be helpless, provi-
dences seem to be antagonistie, and the ‘‘powers that
be,”” of whatever kind they are, seem to control
the situation for evil. Not a few saints have found
themselves in such a situation, and have been led into
utter despair through it. And it must be confessed
that it becomes a serious question as to what course
can be taken under such circumstances. For if God
is silent, and man is helpless, what can a saint do be-
fore the things which are against him? The answer
is clear and decisive. He can do what Nehemiah did;
he can believe, and pray, and wait. And no man—as
Nehemiah’s case proves—ever did these things in vain.
As for Nehemiah, his outlook was as hopeless as ever
stretched out before the eyes of man; and yet God, in
time, wrought mightily in his behalf. And as for
other saints, all history proves that it has never been
without profit that a man has waited upon and waited
for God. And mark how Nehemiah got his victory
over his circumstances. He fell back, full length,
upon the promises of God. Nothing else was visible.
But these were. And, before the prophet’s eyes, they
stood out as bright as glory-light, and under his feet
they were like rock. Ah, these are the saints who
overcome the world! They arc men of iron, patient,
unbending, enduring, invincible, triumphant. And
they are the men, of all men, who are needed to-day.

Levites. Nelemiah 9:5-8, 32.
5. Then the Legvites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani,
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ITashabneiah, Sherebiah, IHodiah, Shebanial, and
Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless Jelhovah your
God from everlasting to evcrlasting: and blessed be
thy glorious mame, which is exalted above all blessing
and praise. 6. Thou art Jehovah, even thou alone;
Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host, the earth and all things that are thereon,
the seas and all that is in them, and thou preservest
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.
7. Thou art Jehoval the God, who didst choose
Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of the
Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham; 8 and
foundest has heart faithful before thee, and madest
a covenant with hwm to giwe the land of the Canaan-
ite, the Hittite, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and
the Jebusite, and the Girgashite, to give it unto his
seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art
righteous. 32. Now therefore our God, the great, the
maghty, and the terrible God, who keepest covenant
and lovingkindness, let not all the travail seem little
before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on
our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets,
and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the
ttme of the kings of Assyria unto this day.

The Old Testament saints did know how to pray.
And New Testament saints do well when they study
their prayers in order to imitate them. Here, for
instance, is another ‘‘long prayer,’’ it being one of
thirty-eight verses. And there is contained in it al-
most all of the best characteristics of the most highly
developed prayers of the New Testament. Ifirst, ob-
serve its decorum. The Levites say: ‘‘Stand up and
bless Jehovah.”” Second, observe its reverence:
““Our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible
God.”” Third, observe its adoration: ‘‘Blessed be
thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing
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and praise.”” Fourth, observe its ascription of
praise: ‘' Thou art Jehoval, even thou alone; thou hast
made the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the
earth and all things that are thereon, the seas and all
that is in them, and thou preservest them all; and the
host of heaven worshippeth thee.’”” Fifth, observe its
faith: ‘‘Thou art Jehovah the God, who didst alone
choose Abram—and gavest him the name of Abraham,
and foundest his heart faithful before thee, and mad-
est a covenant with him—and hast performed thy
words.’’ Sixth, observe its plea: ‘‘For thou art
righteous.”” And seventh, observe its boldness;
(verse 38) : ¢“And yet for a]l this’’—in spite of all sin
‘we make a sure covenant and write it; and our
princes, our Levites, and our priests seal unto it.”’
Now, these are high qualities in praying, beyond
which we can scarcely go. May we set our hearts to
come at least as high as these old-time saints did. For
this is the kind of praying which subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, and obtained promises.

Ezra. Ezra 10:1-5.

1. Now while Ezra prayed and made confession,
weeping and casting himself down before the house
of God, there was gathered together unto him out of
Israel a very great assembly of men and women and
children; for the people wept very sore. 2. And
Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam,
answered and sad unto Ezra, We have trespassed
against our God, and have married foreign women of
the peoples of the land: yet mow there 1s hope for
Israel concermng this thing. 3. Now therefore let
us make a covenant with our God to put away all the
wives, and such as are born of them, according to the
counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at the
commandment of our God; and let it be done accord-
ang to the law. 4. Amse, for the matter belongeth
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unto thee, and we are with thee: be of good courage,
and do . 5. Then arose Ezra, and made the chiefs
of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear thal
they would do according to this word. So they sware.

Ezra was a prophet who had many problems to
solve. He lived and served in a time of national re-
vival and reorganization, which included a departure
from Babylon and a settlement in the promised land.
The broader a problem is, the more complex it is; and
this one was as broad as the whole nation and its
political and spiritual interests. Thus, nothing but
divine wisdom was sufficient, and hence the only
effective power in obtaining such was prayer. And
this was particularly true in respect to the family life.
IFor things there had become so mixed up that they
were beyond all human skill to understand and con-
trol them. It is a comparatively easy task to handle
problems of church and state. But often, when the
minister who rules his church with discretion, and
the king who rules his state with ability attempts to
manage his social affairs and family life he finds
the task altogether beyond him. And this now was
Ezra’s situation. He had made a splendid success
of things until he had come up against the problem of
the family. There he came to a standstill. However,
he proved to be a wise man, for he stopped talking
and went to praying: ‘‘Ezra prayed and made con-
fession, weeping and casting himself down before the
housec of God.’” And where everything else failed,
and would have continued to fail, prayer succeceded.
The simple explanation of the fact is this: Ezra had
been operating on the outside, and God operated on
the inside; and it is only inside working which pro-
duces conviction of sin and readiness to right wrong.
And, fathers and mothers, there is a lesson here for
you. You have exhorted, besought, and perhaps
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scolded your children for years, and without cfTect.
Now, make a great resolution. Do not say a word
more; but pray, pray, pray! Then see—provided you
also love—if your wayward boy or girl does not come
to you some day to confess sin and to seek for help.

Joel. Joel 1:15-20.

15. Alas for the day! for the day of Jehoval is at
hand, and as destruction from the Almighty shall 4l
come. 16. Is not the food cut off before our eyes,
yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God?
17. The sceds rot under their clods; the garners are
laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the
grain 1s withered. 18. How do the beasts groan! the
herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have mo
pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate.
19. O Jelwvah, to thee do I cry; for the fire hath de-
voured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame
hath burned all the trees of the field. 20. Yea, the
beasts of the field pant unto thee; for the waier
brooks are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the
pastures of the wilderness.

The blessings of Israel, for the most part, were
those of a national and natural kind. It is not so with
the church, this body being a scattered and spiritual
people, and also being identified with a rejected and
suffering Christ. But in those earlier days, God
promised that the keeping of his commandments
would mean fruitful harvests, abundance of food,
freedom from sickness, and protection from all ene-
mies; (Deuteronomy 7:12-24). As a result of this,
any Israelite knew at once, if the reverse of these
things was experienced, that sin had entered into the
national life. Hence, when the harvest failed, when
famine came, when pestilence occurred, or when foes
overcume, there was immediate thought of transgres-
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sion, though not always of repentance and confession.
This last, often, was not developed until some prophet
came forth, with his prayer Godward and his warn-
ing manward. Hence, the oft appearance of the proph-
cts, one succeeding another, as Israel wavered to
and fro between righteousness and unrighteousness.
And hence, just now, this prophet, Joel, and his
requiem. But note that the prophet, face to face with
such calamitous circumstances as confronted him, had
only one thought in mind. He would pray. For he
evidently argued, if prayer will not prove effective,
nothing else will. And this is not a bad place for any
saint to be brought to, namely to be shut up to
prayer. Such a condition, prayer being offered, gives
God a chance to work. And work he did for Joel.
And work he will for all others who put their trust in
him. That is a true and wonderful word spoken by
the prophet Isaiah: ‘‘For from of old men have not
heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye
seen a God besides thee, who worketh for him that
waiteth for him.’” But, when we pray, let us ever
remember, as one has said: ‘‘To pray is but one-half
of the Christian’s privilege; to watch for the answer
is the other half.”’

Ezeliiel. Ezekrel 2:1-6.

1. And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy
feet, and I wnll speak with thee. 2. And the Spirit
entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me
upon my feet; and I heard him that spake unto me.
3. And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to
the children of Israel, to nations that are rebellious,
which have rebelled against me: they and their fathers
have trangressed agaanst me even unto this very day.
4. And the children are impudent and stiffhearted: 1
do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah. 5. And they, whether
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they will hear, or whaether they will forbear (for they
are a rcbellious house), yet shall know that there hath
beon a prophet among them. 6. And thow, son of
man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns ere with thee, and
thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of
their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though
they are a rebellious house.

Ezekiel followed Joel. And it was the case of a
good man following a good man, as it always is when
God is ruling over the lives of men. Apostolic suc-
cession is a New Testament doctrine. The Old Testa-
ment doctrine is that of prophetic succession. And
the Old Testament as well as the New Testament suc-
cession was ever and only of the Holy Spirit. Here
this is most manifest. For KEzekiel, by the Spirit,
gathered up Joel’s message, and enlarged and em-
phasized it. And the connecting link, as it is be-
tween all of the prophets, is that of prayer. They
were prophets because they were chosen of God. But
they were chosen of God because they were pre-emi-
nently men of prayer. Moreover, they had to be men
of prayer, all through. For in those old-time days
the office of a prophet was no sinecure. The proph-
ets had their ‘‘keep,’’ but often it was pretty poor
fare; they had their distinction, but frequently this
made them the objects of bitter attack; and they had
their recompense, but generally this was after they
were dead. There is one notable thing, however, in
each and every case; God never deceived one of them.
He told them frankly and plainly just what they were
to expect. The result of this was that the prophets
went into their work with their eyes wide open. And
the further result was, that they faced their service
with their hearts crying out to the living God for
courage and strength. And so they were made bold
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for service and suffering. All this is the explanation
of the present passage. Some hard days are before
Ezekiel. Hence Jehovah communes with his com-
muning heart, and fortifies his servant for all that is
to come. How wonderful are the ways of God with
him who prays and believes!

‘Ezekiel 4:9-15.

9. Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and
beans, and lentils, and mullet, and spelt, and put
them in one wvessel, and make thee bread thereof;
according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie
upon thy side, even three hundred and ninety days,
shalt thou eat thereof. 10. And thy food which thou
shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day:
from time to time shalt thou eat it. 11. And thou
shalt drink water by measure, the sizth part of a hin:
from time to time shalt thouw drink. 12. And thou
shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it in
their sight with dung that cometh out of man. 13.
And Jehovah said, Even thus shall the children of
Israel eat their bread umnclean, among the mnations
whither I will drive them. 14. Then said I, Ah Lord
Jehovah! behold, my soul hath mot been polluted;
for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten
of that which dieth of itself, or is torn of beasts;
netther came there abominable flesh into my mouth.
15. Then he said unto me, See, I have given thee
cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare
thy bread thereon.

Not a few of us have wished, from time to time, that
we might be like the prophets of old. It must have
been a fine thing, we think, to have been chosen by
Jehovah to represent him, to have visions, to hear.
voices, to speak authoritatively, to pass judgments
upon men. As to judgments, most of us rather like
dealing with thunder and lightning—provided they
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do not come our way, (Luke 9: 54), for there is some-
thing cxhilarating in the thought of being, for in-
stance, like Elijah on the mountiain top commanding
Qod’s fire to fall. But it is to be remembered that
not all of the prophets were used of Jehovah like this,
and that some of them were asked to do some rather
trying and tedious things. Ilere, for instance, is
Lzekiel. He had visions, and he heard voices. But
he had to pay a heavy price for these privileges. Just
now, he was told to lie on one side without turning
for three hundred and ninety days, and then to turn
over and lie on the other side for an extra forty days.
In addition, he was given some unmentionably dis-
agreeable things to do. At this last, Ezekiel burst out
into a pleading prayer, and God modified his instruc-
tions. Nevertheless, the prophet had to do all else
that he was told to do, to the last word and letter;
for when he prayed to be the servant of Jehoval,
Jehovah took it for granted that he meant all that
he said. This, therefore, is the question as related
to yourself; do you really desire to be Jehovah’s
prophet?! For, mark it, my brother, before Jehovah
gets through with you, he will bid you lie low and be
still, if not physically then spiritually, until you are
worn and undone. Think twice, therefore, before you
pray to be a prophet! Nevertheless—in the lan-
guage of the New Testament—*‘‘ If a man seeketh the
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.”’

Ezekiel 5:1-4.

1. And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp sword;
as a barber’s razor shalt thou take it unto thee, and
shalt cause tt to pass wpon thy head and upon thy
beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide
the hatr. 2. A third part shelt thou burn in the fire
in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege
are fulfilled; and thou shalt take a third part, and
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smile with the sword round about it; and a third part
thow shalt scatter to the wind, and I will draw out a
sword after them. 3. And thow shalt take thereof a
fow in number, and bind them in thy skirts. 4.
And of these again shalt thow take, and cast them into
the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; there-
from shall a fire como forth into all the house of
Israel.

It occasionally happens in times of communion,
when God is doing the talking, that we begin to wish
that he would not go on. It is all right so long as we
speak to Jehovah. And it is all right when Jehovah
speaks to us about subjects which concern other peo-
ple. But when he speaks to us concerning ourselves;
or even when he speaks of others and asks us to act
with him in making his meaning clear to them, it
often turns out to be a distasteful experience. In the
present instance, it was the last of the cases mentioned.
Jehovah was teaching Israel, as it were, through
kindergarten processes, and he was asking Kzekiel to
help him in making his meaning plain. This meant,
while Jehovah did the speaking, that Ezeldjel had to
do the acting, portraying in his own life what Je-
hovah purposed doing against Israel and Jerusalem.
It is likely that Ezekiel thought that he had finished
such acting when he had lain on his side for four
hundred and thirty days; or, at least, that he hoped
that he had. But he was mistaken. Jehovah had
only paused; he had not come to a full stop. Hence,
the divine voice went on with its instructions, and
Ezekiel had to go on with his acting. What the poor
prophet thought of this we are not told. But it is
probable that we are not far from the truth when we
conclude that he must have longed to have God take
some other way of teaching, or use some other prophet
as his demonstrator. But all this, after all, is not the
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full point of the story. The real end of it is Lhis.
The man who prayed did as he was told. And this is
going to be the end which Jehovah will insist upon
with everyone who prays and who is ambitious to be
used of him. It is not simply our prayers which
count with God; it is also our attitude behind our
prayers. For to pray without intention of doing,
whatever the cost, is not to pray. But to purpose
doing and then to pray, is to pray indeed, yea, into
the very ear and heart of God.

Ezekiel 8: 1-5.

1. And @t came to pass in the sixth year, in the
sizth month, in the fifth day of the monih, as I sat
. my house, and the elders of Judah sat before me,
that the hand of the Lord Jehovah fell there upon
me. 2. Then I beheld, and, lo, a likeness as the ap-
pearance of fire; from the appearance of his loins and
downward, fire; and from his lotns and upward, as
the appearance of brightness, as 1t were glowing metal,
3. And he put forth the form of a hand, and took me
by a lock of my head; and the Spirit lzfted me up. be-
tween earth and heaven and brought me m the visions
of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the gate of the in-
ner court that looketh toward the north; where was the
seat of the tmage of jealousy, which provoketh to
jealousy. 4. And, behold, the glory of the God of
Israel was there, according to the appearance that I
saw tn the plain. 5. Then said he unto me, Son of
man, lLift up thine eyes now the way toward the north.
So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north,
and behold, northward of the gate of the altar tlus
image of jealousy in the entry.

There are compensations in the prayer life and in
the service of God. For even though prayer leads to
service of a hard kind, the hard service leads to God’s
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acceptance and blessing. There was to be now a
series of unfoldings of divine displeasure against
Jerusalem, and Ezckiel was to voice the purpose of
wrath and judgment. Moreover, this was to end, as
related to the prophet, in rejection and suffering.
So Jehovah,in his great tenderness, resumes his
communing with his servant, and thus strengthens
him for his task. And in doing this, he takes a way
which is universal with him in dealing with men,
whether in revelation or providence. In God’s econ-
omy, light precedes darkness, grace precedes wrath,
mercy precedes judgment. This does not mean that
darkness, wrath and judgment do not eventually
come. This is the mistake which men who experience
light, grace and mercy frequently make. It only
means that God endeavors to save from the one by
granting the other. Where the plan fails is in the
hardness of the heart of man and in his rejection of the
divine purpose. But when God has a saint to deal
with—as is now the case—he gives light and grace
and mercy in abundant measure, with something of
the glory added to it. We are told in ‘‘Thinking
Black’’ that there is an African saying to the effect,
that wherever you see a well-worn trail you may know
that it leads up to a big chief. This is also true in
spiritual experience. The way of prayer and service,
thank God! is well worn, and hence we may know that
it leads to Almighty God. So there ouglt to be no
fear concerning the way, because of confidence in the
love of him whom we shall reach at the end of the
way. For it will be in our case as it was in Ezekiel’s:
‘“ And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was
there!’’

Ezekiel 37:1.9.

1. The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and he
brought me out in the Spirit of Jehovah, and set me
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down ¢n the midst of the valley; and it was full of
bones. 2. And he caused me to pass by them round
about: and, behold, there were very many in the open
valley; and, lo, they were very dry. 3. And he said
unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I
answered, O Lord Jehovah, thouw knowest. 4. Again
he said unto me, Prophesy over these bones, and say
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah.
5. Thus saith the Lord Jelovah unto these bomnes:
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye
shall live. 6. And I will lay sinews upon you, and
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall
know that I am Jehovah. 7. So I prophesied as I was
commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and, behold, an earthquake; and the bones came to-
gether, bone to 1ts bone. 8. And I beheld, and, lo,
there were sinews upon them, and flesh came up, and
skin covered them above; but there was no breath in
them 9. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind,
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live.

Out of death comes life; out of suffering comes
strength; and out of sorrow comes joy. And it re-
mains for the saint to determine whether the end in
view makes the process to be taken worth while.
Some saints had thought so. Abraham, Moses, David,
Peter and Paul did. And so also did Ezekiel, as we
have seen. And the blessed thing about it is, that
evidently God was always of the same mind. For as
surely as any saint chose the shame of the cross, so
surely did he give him the glory of the crown. There
was one thing, however, which to the saint was some-
what trying. The crown was not always given on



MEN WHO PRAYED 181

the same day as the cross. Nevertheless, sooner or
later, the recompense came; and all the saint was
asked to do was to keep straight on until God’s time
and place of rewarding was reached. As to Ezeldel
he did keep on, unfalteringly, steadily, like the hero-
saint he was. And the result was—as recorded in
this passage—that Jehovah took him apart with him-
self, to speak wonderful mysteries to him and to make
gracious and large use of him. And what greater
recompense can any man have than this? To receive
such favor from Jehovah is indeed to have a crown,
beyond any that earth may give. It is to such an one
that he speaks and says: ‘‘Fear not—I am thy ex-
ceeding great reward.”” And what matter it, if the
rest of the rewarding be reserved till the other world ?
One moment of the bliss of the Presence there will
outweigh all the sorrow here. This was the thought
which carried the Master through his earthly life:
““Who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising shame.’’ May we have grace then to
follow in his steps, that we may sit down with him,
one day, ‘‘at the right hand of the throne of God.”’

Zechariah. Zecharial 3:1-5.

1. And %he showed me Joshua the high priest stand-
ing before the angel of Jehovah, and Satan stand-
ang at his right hand to be his adversary. 2. And
Jehoval said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee, O
Satan; yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem re-
buke thee: 1s not this a brand plucked out of the fire?
3. Now Joshua was clothed with fillhy garments, and
stood before the angel. 4. And he answered and
spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take
the filthy garments from off him. And unto him he
said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and I will clothe thee with rich apparel. 5. And
I said, Let them set a clean mitre upon his head. So
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they set a clean mitre upon his head, and clothed him
with garments; and the angel of Jehovah was stand-

ing by.

The shadows are beginning to gather over the na-
tion of Israel. God has borne long with his people.
But as surely as grace has a beginning, so surely it
has an ending; and when grace ends judgment falls.
But the night was not yet. At present it is but the
setting sun and the lengthening out of the twilight
shades. For grace is long, and it has its light even
amidst the gloom. There are to be, therefore, a few
more prophets, Zechariah, Malachi, and the greatest
of them all, namely, John the Baptizer. After this
will be the national rejection of the Holy One, and
then—Titus and his legions, and war, famine, torture,
murder, death, and the dispersion of those who re-
main. So then, in this twilight gloom, Zechariah
arises, who is another man of prayer, and thus a light
in a dark place. And once more, Jehovah appeals
not only to faith, but also to sight. IFor he shows to
the prophet, and through him to Israel, Joshua, the
high priest, standing in the holy place, essaying to
worship Jehovah, but Satan the accuser, standing at
his right hand, while Joshua, instead of being attired
with the usual priestly garments, is clothed with filthy
rags. Now, all this was a picture of the people of
Israel, who had been made a priestly nation for holy
worship and service, but who had ceased to wear
priestly garments and had clothed themselves, even
in holy places, with garments of unrighteousness, so
that Satan had rightful cause to be their adversary.
But the revelation went further on, and it showed to
the worshipping Zechariah what God’s grace, even in
the midst of such declension, could do. For it re-
vealed, besides the adversary, an Advocate, even the
Angel of Jchovah, who was ready to answer every
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charge. And it wns this greater One who said:
““Take the filthy garments from off him’'—‘I will
clothe thee with rich apparel.”” So the evening was
lengthened out, and the twilight became a gloaming.

Zecharah 4 : 8-14.

8. Moreover the word of Jehovah came unto me,
saying, 9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish 1t ;
and thou shalt know that Jehoval of hosts hath sent
me unto you. 10. For who hath despised the day of
small things? for these seven shall rejoice, and shall
sce the plummet in the hand of Zerudbbabel; these are
the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro through the
whole earth. 11. Then answered I, and said unto
him, TWhat are these two olive trees upon the right
side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?
12. And I enswered the second time, and said unto
him, What are these two olive branches, which are
beside the two golden spouts, that empty the golden
ol out of themselves? 13. And he answered me and
said, Knowest thou not what these are? And I said,
No, my lord. 14. Then said le, These are the two
anoinicd ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole
earth.

It does not follow, because days are dark, that
there may not be any light. That far-back plcture of
darkness enshrouding Egypt, and yet with light in all
of Israel’s dwellings, i8 & promise of what God can do
for any people, in any plaee, and at any time. NMore-
over, this is true, not only for a people, but also for an
individual amidst a people, though that man be the
only one amongst ten thousand who may fear Je-
bovah. From Abraham onward, individual saints
had found this to be true; and cases are not wanting
in these modern, darksome days of ours, in spite of
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untoward surroundings of slate, church, social and
family life, where persons havo stood out clear and
bright for God, to the glory of his holy name. All
this is the explanation of the life ol Zechariah., Ile
walked amidst the shadows. But just as the sun
will sometimes throw its beams through a rift in the
clouds upon some wayside flower, so Jehovah, in spite
of shadows, shone upon his prophet with a great
light. And this light meant, not only an illumina-
tion, but also an explanation, which is the reason of
the vision which is before us. IFor passing by the
historical meaning of the passage, this may be gath-
ered from it. Light must have a supply; so, behind
the light is the oil, and behind the oil are the golden
tubes, and behind the tubes are the olive-trees. And
thus it is with spiritual service, of what ever sort it is.
Behind the light of worship and service is the Spirit,
and behind the Spirit is Christ, and behind the Christ
is God. It is not any easy thing, in these present evil
days to maintain one’s testimony for Jehovah. Nev-
ertheless, it is possible. And the way to do it is to
make sure that the connection backward and upward
is always intact and free from obstruction.

Zechariah 14:16-21,

16. And 1t shall come to pass, that every one that
is left of all the mations that came against Jerusalem
shall go up from ycar to yecar to worship the King,
Jehoval of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.
17. And 1+t shall be, that whoso of all the familics of
the earth gocth mot up unto Jerusalem to worship the
King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there shall be no
rain. 18. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and
come not, neither shall it be upon them; thers shall be
lhe plague, wherewith Jehovah will smite the nations
that go mot up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19.
This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punish-
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ment of all the nations that go not up to keep the
feast of tabernacles. 20. In that day shall there Ve
upon the bells of the horses, Holy unto Jehovah; and
the pots wn Jehovah’s house shall be like the bowls
before the altar. 21. Yea, cvery pot i Jerusalem
and 1 Judah shall be holy unto Jehovah of hosts: and
all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and
boil therein: and in that day there shall be no more a
Canaamite n the house of Jehovah of hosts.

The tested servant of Jehovah becomes often the
trusted servant of Jehovah. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel and Zechariah were brought through valley-deeps
of suffering: but they were led up to mountain
tops of blessing. And the closing of their eyes in the
darkness of the valley meant the opening of them
upon the mountain, to scenes of infinite light and
beauty. This, then, is the portion of worshipping,
praying Zechariah. Ie is led through, and out, and
up; and behold, he stands now upon dizzy heights,
with hand shading his eyes from heaven’s light, look-
ing down time and space, seeing the glory which is
to come—the chosen, beloved, and trusted prophet of
God. Ifor this is a high and far vision which his
words give to us. It is even the vision of the final
vietory of the Christ upon this earth, when every
knee shall bow before him and every tongue shall con-
fess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father;
(Philippians 2:5-11). And how interesting it is to
see that old Jerusalem is to be the center of it all,
where Jesus lived and taught and died. Yes, the
great re-adjustment will some day come; the ery of,
“‘Crucify him!’’ will be changed to, ‘‘Blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord, even the King
of Israel!’’ and the crime of the ages will give place
to that act of faith and love which will make this
world what it ought to have been from first to last.
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And to show how deep and wide that change will be,
God says that the infinitely holy word which was once
found only upon the golden plate of the high priest will
then be written upon even the bells of the horses. May
the music of those Dbells soon be heard in this old-
time, sinful, suffering world, to the joy of men, and
to the glory of the Name which is above every name!
So then, as we pray, may we say with that other seer,
John: ‘‘Amen; come, Lord Jesus!’’

Malachi. Malach: 3:16-18.

16. Then they that feared Jehovah spake one with
another: and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a
book of remembrance was written before him, for
them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his
name. 17. And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah
of hosts, even mine own possession, in the day that 1
make; and I wnll spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him. 18. Then shall ye return and
discern between the righteous and the wicked, be-
tween him that serveth (Fod and him that serveth him
not.

Besides John the Baptist, Malachi is the last of the
prophets. And what is his message within the deep-
ening darkness of apostatizing Israel? Is it one of
discouragement? Is it an abandonment of all things
good and holy % Is it the confession that life and wor-
ship and service are things which are not worth while?
Malachi, like all the later prophets, speaks of sin and
judgment. But he too stands above the clouds and
sees afar off. And there in the sunlight he sings a
song of faith and hope, rejoicing in the God of his sal-’
vation, Ab, prayer turns trembling saints into great
victors! There is no such thing as surrender, or
even discouragement, to 2 man who dwells in the se-
cret place of the Most ITigh and abides under the
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shadow of the Almighty. And the reason is that he
secs, there in the height, heavenly sights, and hears
heavenly sounds, and beholds the world below, far
away, and under Jchovah’s feet. And so it is that
Malachi drops down from that height this closing mes-
sage of benediction to our longing, waiting souls.
And he tells us that it is indeed worth while to fear
Jehovah, and to speak—whether in testimony or in
prayer—concerning his holy name. Ifor the prophet
assures us that there is a Listening One in that glory,
and that a book of remembrance is being written be-
fore him, and hence, that he will never forget the
saint who has remembered him, or who has even
thought upon his name. And then, the prophet adds
concerning such, as from the Lord himself: *‘‘They
shall be mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, even mine own
possession.’’ Therefore, shall we not pray, that this
Voice may reach us? It will be thus, and thus only,
that we shall be wooed and won to a new dedication
of heart and lips to the worship of God in believing,
prevailing, and adoring prayer. And oh, blessed is-
sue of it all, we too, then, shall be numbered by Je-
hovah among the men who prayed !

We have tarried long in the secret place and have
listcned to many intercessors as they have prayed.
We have lived, in thought, through centuries, and
have looked upon the persons of the greatest and
best of the old-time saints. We have scen that the
one holy cxperience that joined together these saints
of the ages was prayer, and that the one sacred ex-
ercise which made them the men of power that they
were was prayer. We have learned the lesson, there-
fore, with which we began, namely, that prayer is
the most potential thing in the world, and that the
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man who prays is the most potential man in the
world. And also we have learned this chiefest lesson
that the essential and most important factor in prayer
is, not the saint who is upon his knees, but the God
who is upon his throne. I'or we have seen—given a
man who prays, however simply and humbly—that
God answers prayer, graciously, abundantly, over-
whelmingly.

But what is going to be the end of our meditation ?
Are we going back to our dreaming about prayer;
or are we going to pray? In the case of these Old
Testament saints prayer cost. It meant much time,
separation from friends and pleasures, physical weari-
ness, often tears and agony of heart and soul. And
this is the price which we shall have to pay if we give
ourselves to prayer. And we willing, like these old-
time saints, to face the cost, and to pray ?

God is pleading for more men who will pray. And
thus he is pleading for you and me. There is need
up there in heaven and down here on earth for men
who will be God’s remembrancers, and who will give
him no rest until he has made his people a praise
in the earth; and this need is Jehovah’s plaintive
plea. If we fail him in this crisis we shall rob him
of his glory, the world of its blessing, and our-
selves of a high privilege and of an eternal reward.
But if we answer with Jeremiah: ‘‘Amen, O Je-
hovah!’’ we shall accomplish mighty things for God
and men, and secure such infinite compensation for
ourselves that it will be beyond our imagining. For
the word of Isaiah, the prophet and seer, is still true:
“‘For from of old men have not heard, nor perceived
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen a God besides
thee, who worketh for him that waiteth for him.’’
Which means, that waiting for God will give us time
to wait upon God; and waiting upon God will give us
patience to wait for God; and waiting upon and for
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God will give us—Qod. So then, beloved friend, day
by day, through one cvent and another, for things
great and small, always, everywhere, in all things—
whatever others may do—Ilet us pray!
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