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Early Gospel Preachers from Iona: 

Their Message and Its First Fruits in Scotia's Wilds. 

I
T was in the early Springtime of A.D. 502, when the greater

part of Scotland lay in heathen darkness, that a little 
group of colonists sailed across from the north of Ireland 
in their leathern coracles, or boats, toward the lone western 
Island of Iona, or Icolmkill, one of the smaller Western 
Isles of Scotlancl, as it was then called, to make for them­
selves a home, with the set purpose of going forth from 
there into the northern regions of that country, making 
known the Gospel which some of them had heard in their 
own country, and received unto their salvation, as the Bible: 
such-as they then had it says-it would become unto all 
who believed it, as the message of God sent from Him unto 
mankind, to become "the power of God unto Salvation," 
unto all who in a personal faith believe it. The chief man 
and the leader of this little company was one Fergus Mor, 
who had heard the· Gospel and received it unto his personal 
salvation in that part of Ulster in which his early years had 
been spent in Moville, from the lips of Finniau, whose school 
was near the head of Strangford Loch, and the ffrst of its 
kind in that country. Here it was that Fergus Mor, whose 
name wa.s changed to Columba after his conversion to God, 
who was marked out by his lofty brow and superior in­
telligence as the leader of the company, a man of graceful 
appearance, and one who, as his biographer tells us, had 
" the wfadom of Holy Scripture,'' and in his early Christian 
years himself became a diligent transcriber of the Bible. 
Possessed of many gifts and, by his intelligence in the things 
of God, destined to become a ]eader of men among his 
iollowing of twelve, all dovoted to their chief and prepared 
to follow on in the path along which he wa.s well-fitted to 
guide them. Columbo. had transcribed a copy of the Book 
of Psalms for his own private use, working at it during the 
how-s of night, but the head of the school (or monastery as 
it would now be called) disputed his right to use it so, and 
claimed it for the school, as " every calf belongs to the cow " 
that gave it birth, a claim that Columbo. could not allow. 
So, with the copy of the Sacred Book, he, with his twelve 
companions, sailed away to a land in which they could 
have hoerty to use the Word of God as they believed was 
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thou· <l.uo. And this marked the dawn of a now oru. in 
�ootlo,nd for tho Gospel. 

It was Whitsuntide when they landed on Iona, and 
from the highest point in the Jone Isle surveyed the lands 
all around, which at that time lay in spiritual death and 
darkness. For four hundred years, the Romans had held 
and ruled the Britons and Picts who occupied these Western 
Isles, which were chiefly owned or governed by Conal of 
Argyll, who was a relative of Columba, and he readily 
granted part of the island to the colonists, with liberty to 
build a simple structure of wickerwork thatched with rushes, 
in which they could all live together and from which they 
1night go out to evangelise the countries around. The 
Rorqanist doctrines and dogmas that in centuries that 
followed, had not yet leavened the pure meal of the Gospel, 
as it had come from the Apostles and their followers, nor 
do we read of Creeds and Confessions, such as were 
forfil:ulated in years that followed. In the early years of 
Columba and his fellow-workers in Iona, their theology was 
very simpl�, and its cardinal points were expressed under 
the following four heads :-

1. The Scriptures are the Word of God, and our only rule
of Faith and Practice. 

2. Salvat1'.on is by grace alone, and no merit is gained by
man's works or ordinances, toward his obtaining of God's 
Salvation. 

3. "Not outward observances, but purity of heart and
life, are alone of value in the sight of God." 

4. " Christ Himself is the only Saviour and the One Heacl
of the Church." 

Such was the simple and Scriptural teachings of the first 
preachers of Iona. 

And it was these pure and Scripture truths that they had 
come to the lone Island to acquaint themselves more fully 
with, so that they might make them known among the 
people among whom they intended to evangelise in Scotia's 
wilds, ns those Western Islands and g1ens h·uly were, in 
those early times. 
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A full, oloar and pw·e Gospel was what Columba and his 
follow-workers had learned, and this they preached for a1J 
the years that they lived, and in which the Light of Lifo 
shone in that region, which, in other parts, Rome and her 
traditions were chawing people away from the simplicity 
of the Gospel of Christ, which is God's one message, which 
becomes the powe1· unto salvation to all who believe it. 

One of the earliest copies of the Four Gospels, now in 
Trinity College, Dublin, written on 248 pages of vellum, is 
said to be of Columba's time, and is said to have been written 
by Columba himself. His only Text Book is said to have 
been the Bible, and it was from its Sacred pages, that he 
drew that which furnished his helpers for the work they had 
come to Iona in the Lord's Name to do. These men lived a 
simple, self-denying life, but they were not -monks.. They 
sowed and reaped the fields, and ground the corn into meal 
for their food. They did the house work in ttuns, and each 
shared in the tillage of the land and the tending the oi:ops. 
Set times were fixed for study and in going forth to preach 
in " the regions beyond." 

On a memorable day, some two years after the landing of 
the Colony in Iona, a tiny craft might have been seen leaving 
the strand. It contains Columba with two of his chief 
helpers, Camgal and Carnnech, with a few followers who 
row them across the sea. They are on their first evangelistic 
tour to the country held by the Druids, in the far north. 
All that they carry with them is the Word of God, written 
on parchment sheets. They are on the way to an ancient 
fortress beyond the Drumallen Mountains, where IGng 
Brude, the powerful ruler of the Picts, resides. 

To him and this people they bare God's Gospel. If 
he can be reached and his heart won to Christ, they 
believe there will be a door opened among his people 
for the Gospel. Therefore they hasten over rugged hills 
covered with furze and thorns, across trackless moors, until 
they reach the shores of Loch Ness, where stands the castle 
of the Pictish king. He has already been made aware of their 
approach. by his Druid priests, and has closed his gates 
against them and their message. Undaunted by this first 
repulse, Columba and his company form themselves into a 
circle outside the closed gates of the Piotish king's castle, 
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and, raising their voices, join in singing the forty-sixth Psalm, 
which begins:-

" Cod is our Refuge and our Strength, 
In straits, e. present aid." 

And, n,s the strains of that fine song of praise to the God of 
heaven echoing through those wilds is heard by Brude within 
his fortress, it completely overcomes him. He advances 
with his counsellors toward the gates, opens them and 
welcomes the Iona gospellers, has a long personal interview 
with Columba in his castle, and openly confesses his faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and, as the historian tells, was 
then and there converted to God, opening his kingdom to 
the wondrous story of Redeeming Love, to be proclaimed 
among his people. Colum.ba and his fellow-workers hastened 
back to Iona, and from that time onward bands of earnest 
Gospellers went forth from Iona to all parts of the Pictish 
kingdom, penetrating into the straths of the Grampians, 
the fastnesses of Ross and Athole, and across the Pentland 
Firth to the Orkney and Shetland Isles with the Gospel. 
And the smoke of Druid altars from that time declined, 
and civilisation followed, wherever the Gospel waged its 
triumphs, the fields were tilled and "clothed with flocks" 
(Psa. b..-v. 17), the land was filled with peace where clans 
had warred, and a better day had dawned "in Scotia's 
W

i
lds." 
The Gospel of God was received and allowed to "work effec­

tually" in those who belived its message (1 Thess. ii. 14). 
And this it continues to do to the present hour, in all who so 
receive it and are saved by its power (1 Cor. xv. 2). Has 
it done this for the reader 1 Or is he still unconverted and 
in his sins. .Alas, many who have heard the Gospel still are. 
For, while professing to own the truth of the message, they 
refuse its power, and a heavier judgment awaits the grace­
rejecter than if he had never heard the Gospel. And 

u Deeper down than Tyre and Sidon,
Shall the Christ-rejecter be.,,

Sinners, with their eyes opened to their need and danger, 
putting away the Gospel and the blessings it brings, are 
more guilty than the early dwellers "in Scotia's W

i
lds, 21 and 

are fitting thcmsel ves for " sorer punishment" ( Heb. x 29). 



There is a Day of Wrath to Come. 

T
O-DAY, o.s all through tho present Gospel ago, God is

acting in grace toward mankind. Ho is sending 
forth the Good News of a present, free, and full salvation 
to all men of all nations in the Name of His Son, J esua 

Christ, and in virtue of the ransom
He gave "for all 

,, (1 Tim. ti. 6)
when He gave Himself a sacrifice on 
the Cross. Grace is salvation­
bringing unto all (Tit. ii. 11), without 
exception, so that none need perish 
however vile or guilty. The invitation
to come and ''reason

,, 
with God 

(Isa. i. 18), jg to the very " chief of 
sinners " (1 Tim. i. 13), even although 
their sins may be glaring like the 
glow of scarlet, or deep as the dye of 
" crimson." God is " ready to 
pardon " (Neh. ix. 17) and " mighty 

to save" (lsa. lxiii. 1). Thousands have proved it so. They 
came to God confessing their guilt (Rom. iii. 19) owning their 
vileness (Job. xl. 4) and casting themselves wholly on God's 
mercy, as manifested in the propitiation (Luke xviii. 13 
R.V.) of His Son (Rom. iii. 25), trusting in His finished
work on Calvary (John xix. 31) for their salvation. To all
such, the assuring Word of God is, "All that believe ARE

justified from all things " (Acts xiii. 39). But some
"refuse" (Heb. xii. 25) the remedy provided, and" despise "
(Acts xiii. 40) the forgiveness proclaimed in Jesus' Name. 
On them and on all who neglect or reject the Saviour of
God's provicling, '' wrath " is yet " to come." And come
it will, as surely as God has said it in His Word (Col. iii. 6).
It has long been delayed, for God willeth not that any
should perish" (2 Pot. iii. 9). But this " long-suffering " of
God has its limit, and when the lo.st hour of God's for­
Lenrance strikes, His wrath will burst without mercy, and
first on those who now reject His salvation, as made known
in the Gospel. Render, how is it ,vith you, in God's sight
to-day 1 Have you rec�ived His Obrist, believed His Gospt,I. 
nnd now rejoice in His Salvation ns the usstu·otl possession 
of your soul 1 Or do you still triflo, sbill <losph:30, Ht.ill 
noglcot this graoo, rit:tk.ing j udg1uont u.u<l <lofying " wrnLh 
to oomo '' 'I 



God's Salvation a Present Possession. 

IS n sinner so.vcd at once o.nd for evor, tho moroont he believes on
the Lord Je.�us Christ ? Or is so.lvation o. procosa, wrought out 

through o. lifetime, and only perfected at deo.th ? Such wos the 
question nsked mo by o.n intelligent o.rtiza.n, at tho close of a meeting 
in whioh I bad been seeking to sot before my hearers, simply from 
the \Vord of God, the Gospel, with the blessings it brings to a.11 who 
hear nnd believe it. I sat down beAide the mo.n, o.nd opening my 
Bible, remarked, tho.t God has left us in no doubt as to the o.DBwer. 
It would be unlike Him to leave those whom, as sinners, He lovos, 
for whom ond whose salvation He cc gave His 011ly begotten Son 11 

(John iii. 16), to whom He now sends the Gospel, with the definite
objeot of bringing to them cc the salvation of Ood 

,
, (Acts x.xviii. 28) 

here and now (Eph. i. 13), o.nd yet lea,ve them in uncert,ninty us t,o 
whether they are saved or not. It is as clear o.s the sun in tho 
heavens, that when the Gospel was first made lmown to sinners, 
u.ud somo believed it, tbo.t it brought, not a hope of 1:10.lvu.tiou at 
the end of life, but a pt·uent possession and enjoyment of it in tho 
soul, here and now. The evidence a.a to this is in abundance. To 
the dying robber on the Cross, tbo Lord rospondod to his confession 
of Rim os "Lord," with the words, cc Verily, I say w1to thee, To-day 
shaU thou be with Me in po.radise" (Luke xxiii. 43). To tho ponitent 
woman who Jmelt at His feet, His wol'd wo.s, "Thy faith ltalh Emvod 
thee " (Luke vii. 50). To the believing Ephesians, who had honrd 
the Gospel from Po.ul (Eph. i. 13), and bolievod it, it wns writ,ten, 
"By grace ARD: yo saved'' (Eph. ii. 8)-uot hopo to bo o.t, donth, 
but ARE olready saved, here o.ncl no,v, nlt-eo.u.y hu.vi_ng redemption, 
nlrondy "acceptod in the Beloved," ah-eudy" Roa.lad" (ohnp. i. 0, 13), 
not left io doubt, but in the full 088U1·u11co of thoir Htdvnlion. Aud 
this is what the Gospel still brings, o.ud st,iJI bestowi:J on o.U who 
boliovo it. It is no proaumpt,ion to tuke whut Ood bestowA; no
humility to doubt what His Word a.seures. Faith aocopLA Oocl'H 
toetimoey and rejoices in Hie salvation. The believing silwo1· is 
saved at once, o.od is already fit for hotwon. God so.ya it. And 
faith reooivos His testimony o.nd rests ou His Word. 

The Moment of the New Birth, 

Soou M my nll I veoLurod 
On Chrii,t's ntonin� Dlood 

Tho Holy Spirit, ontorod, 
An<l I wa8 born of Ood. 



How God Saved John Smith. 

H
E was n, young ship oarpcnLor, roligiouHly brought up;

his fnlhcr, n, staunch l.,rcsbytcrian in tho city of Aber­
deen, who prided himself jn i.h orU1oclox faith of lJiH fathorh, 
His son John followed his stops rcligiomily, until ho co.me 
to learn thnt lio needed to be '' born again," EL� all muRt be, 

------------. b f oro thoy can " sco " or en tcr
the kingdom of Go<l (John iii. 
3). It was a great cliscovery to 
.John to find out that with all 
his religious know]cdgc and 
moral upbringing, ho was a 
sinner without God, and "hav­
ing no hope" (Eph. ii. 12). An<l 
for a ti.me he struggled against 
taking the lost sinner's place 
and claiming the lost sinner ·s 
1 aviour. Had he been a fa. t­
living young man, he could 
have been easier reached, but 
with all his "religious know­
ledge'' and'' good up bringing'' 
it was hard to come down an<l 
take his place before Cod ns 
one who had "nothing to 

Jom1 8111Tn, CLEVELAND, U.S. A . 
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. ,, ff G l 1·10g to o er to oc to com-
mend him or to help to �oi,ve him. Bit by bit, his self­
righteousness was stript from him, and as be delighted 
in after years to tell, he had to "como as ho was," and 
just let tho Lord Jesus save him wholly and a.t once, a 
sinner as he was, without one good. thing to give or one 
" rag of rightcoUBncss to offer." Passing n long the street 
of the Granite City one night, tho words " 1hrist J csus came 
into the world to save sinners " (1 Tim. i. 15), and Ukc a 
ftush it camo to him-" That's me, that's my name." And 
then o.nd there, he cast himself on the Saviour, and w� 
lffl.Vcd on the spot. "J uet aa I WBB. I know tho spot well 
wlJcro I pWffled from <loath to life.'' And for over forty years 
John Smith lived o. decided ChriHtian lifo, preached the 
Gospel to others, first in Abor<lcon, then in tho citie� of 
Canada o.nd the Unit-O<l States, o.ncl from tho shor s of Lake 
Huron he went homo to bo with Christ, whom ho trusted, anrl 
had &ervcd, in Abordoon over fllty ycant Lefore, Hu tile 
roodor boon 80.ved yot 1 Or 111 ho onJy hoping to l,c, PARTLY

by hw c,w-n work, an<l partly by tho finlahod work of Chriat. l





THE WEALTHY IRISH LANDOWNER ; 

And How He was brought to Christ. 

I
N a charming valley on the Irish West Coast, standing in
lovely wooded policies, the old maDBion in which three 

successive generations of its owners had lived and died, is 
a beauty spot t-hat attracts tourists and visitors from all 
parts, to see its beauties. And some of those who go there 
to admiro the historic house, are wont to express their 
thoughts that in such a place and amid such surroundings 
the owner must be a happy and contented man. But it 
is not al ways, or even generally so. For however well off and 
well placed the man of this world may be, his heart is not 
satisfied. K.ing Solomon says, in his Book of Ecclesiastes, 
"The eye is not satisfied with seeing" (Chap. i. 8), and that 
the owner of this world's riches who has nothing he can call 
his O\Vll beyond the present life, is still UDBatisfied. For the 
soul seeks for something that death cannot deprive him of, 
a.nd that he should leave the place he has lived only to 
gain, "to the man that shall come after" him. The 
owner of the fine house in this Irish valley was one of the 
kind described by Solomon, who could not enjoy the benefits 
of his inheritance, because of the fear that shadowed his 
life, of having to leave all that he had spent his substance 
to acquire and to beautify, to his successor, and go out into 
the uncertainties of the life that is to follow, without know­
ing where, or what awaited him there. And this thought 
perplexed him, as of old " hard q uestic,ns " perplexed 
Sheba's Queen, and brought her to Jerusalem to hear 
Solomon's wisdom, thus so1vmg her doubts, and answering 
all her " questions " respecting which none of the wise and 
great in her own country had any more light than herself. 
lt was on the advice of a neighbouring landowner, who 
had heard his wealthy neighbour say that he u would go 
as far as Sheba,s Queen did in the days of Solomon," if 
he could find a man who could tell him about the life beyond 
the present, nnd give him the assurance that it would be 
" well with him when he had to go hence." 

It so happened that this neighbouring laird was a" born 
again

,, 
Cluistinn, and had learned from God's Word what 

He has to say about a present salvation and a future heaven, 
and how to get the one now and ha vc the happy prospect 
of reaching the other, when earthly life is past. To his 
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neigh hour visitot· this Christian landowner said, ",vo uccd 
not to go ci thcr to pl'iest or parson, to get light on etorno.l 
things like this, sir. I have an old Book that gives us 
simple but full directions how to get present peace with 
God, and assurance of a home in heaven, to which all who 
belong to Christ go, when they pass from this world. H

you o.re willing to be guided by what the Wor� of God says, 
and bow to it, I propose we take down this Book and hear 
\'that it has to say on the matter. Are you willing to <lo 
this ? " "I am, sir, for I am perplexed about it. There 
are so many different views. One knows not which is 
right." "God's way is, and must be right. And I may say 
that when I laid aside all men's ' views ' and came to God 
Himself, ready to abide by what His Word says, I had all 
my doubts removed and my soul entered into peace." 
" That is what I want, and I shall do anything to get the 
certainty you tell me you have of your salvation, here and 
now." The two men sat down in the study with the Bible 
open before them, and read a number of passages of Scrip­
ture, especially Rom.ans iii. verses 10-18, telling of man's 
sin and guilt. Isaiah liii. 3-8, telling of Christ's finished 
work for man's salvation. Acts x. 42-43, and Romans 
x. 9, telling how the believing soul is ;forgiven, saved, and
can never lose what God gives. The Word of God gives life
and light to all who welcome it, as the Word of Salvation
(Acts xii. 24). And the Irish landowner, who was ready
to uow to the authority of that Word, took it in as quickly
us his neighbour read the passages named, and just as
<l uiok.ly wns his fear dispelled, and his anxieties about ti.HJ

future, hushed to rest. And from that hour, to the close
of a long and consistent Christian life, he rejoiced in tho
knowledge of God's salvation (Luke i. 77), and spoke of
it to all around him in that region.

Reader, do you know with certainty that this Sal va.tion 
iH yours 1 You need be no longer in darkness nor in <loubt 
about it, if you arc ·willing to come to the Book of God 
and tako what it says, as your guide to God's wo.y of 
Salvution. It is simple, sw-e, and without fail, to bo thus 
obtn.incd by you to-clay lll:J it wu.a that day l>y tho Irish 
l,.1,ndowncl'. Hut if you rufm10 to abide by God's clircotlons 
how to got it, you will 1·omain 1n darkness o.uu douLt for 
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e,"cr. .And if you remain without Christ, n.nd pass into the 
world beyond unsaved o.nd unforgiven, you will be lost 
for eyer, and len.rn the folly, too late, of your unrepen,tant
and unregenerate life and Christless death. Awake to 
your dnnger and to tho folly of rejecting sn.lvation, as 
procured and proclaimed to all, through J esua Christ, 
in remaining without Christ. The hour may be near 
in which you ·will pass into Eternity, there to meet with 
God and give an account of how you have treated His 
Gospel and the Salvation He has" sent you" (Acts xiii. 26) 
for your acceptance. Your present attitude toward Christ 
and His Gospel, will fix your destiny for Heaven or Hell for 
all Eternity. 1\1:ake sure, then, while you may, what it is to 
be. And have the matter settled now, without further delay. 
Christ Himself is the Rock of Salvation. On Him alone let 
your soul rest. Nothing less, nothing more. Christ alone 
is the sinner's Saviour. Neither good resolutions, nor good 
w·orks have any place or part in a sinner's salvation. It 
mi.1st be" Jesus Only" and Jesus wholly. 

The Rock of My Salvation. 

�r y hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood nnd righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frnme, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I st11111.J, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

\ \Then darkness seems to veil His f u.ce, 
I rest on His unchanging grace ; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor bolds within the veil. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I st.and, 
All other ground ia sinking sand. 

His oath, His covona.nt, o.nd blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
\Vhen all a.round my soul gives way, 
He then ia o.ll my hope o.n<l stay. 

On Christ, tho solid Rock. I stand 
All other ground is sinking sdnd. 



The Man of Saint KUda, 

Or, " We Cnnnot Live Without God There." 

D
O l'OR NORl\lAN MACLEOD, of Gbisgow, tolls of a
nc\.tiv of tho lono, mid-ocoo.n iRle of St 1GJclo., off tho 

w<.' torn horos of Scotland, who in crossing from hiH natl vo 
islo to tho ruo.inln.nd, wns n.coostod by a follow-pasacngcr 
who olnimod to bo n.n n.thejst as to his belief in an unseen 
God, nnd his fnith in the Book we call "The Bible." 

A OROCJ"J." OF NA1'1VES, OJ!' TW!l ISLE Oli' ST K.ILDA 

To the eou.r8e au<l vulgar jest of the profcstmu unbeliovor, 
tho aged iHlan<lcr simply remarked, " You may forget God 
and livo without Him in yow· great city, but in our lono son.­
girt island, whero .for mn.ny months we aro out off from nil 
connection with the world, sw·rotmdcd by the stormy sons, 
we cannot and do not forgot God, for we aro ontiroly tlopond­
ont upon Him for everything." And that testimony is true. 
For you will not find a mo.n 01· woman, or ohild mnong tho 
iu.hal>itantH of St ICiJda, who hntJ u.ny clou bt at all nt:1 to tho 
exist-Once of Ood, whoso bountiful hnnd providoa for its 
pooplo, through tho long winto1·s on tho.t inhospitn.blo shoro 
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on whioh their lot is cast. And if they rely in faith on Uod 
as their Creator and Provider, so may they do on Jesus Christ 
His Son, who came into tho world to save sinners (l Tim. 
i. 15), ns the one n.ncl only Redeemer and Saviour of tho soul.
They arc not troubled ·with "New Theologies" or denials of
the Power of God to save, or the efncacy of the blood of
Chrjst to cleanse the soul from sin, and fit it for God's holy
heaven, in that lone, and little frequented shore. And if
such "Other Gospels" and "new fangled'' notions of un­
believing men were brought to them for acceptance, they
would find no acceptance by a people who own their need
of God, as Provider and Redeemer alike for soul and body.
l<'or God in His might and in His providence is around them
on every side and they do not want to live or die "without
God, having no hope in the world" (Eph. ii. 12). How is
it with the reader 1 Is he one of those who are described
as saying in his heart, "There is no God" (Psa. xiv. 1) 1

Or of those who "do not like to retain God in their Imow­
lcdge " (Rom. i. 28), and so sink down to a lower level than
t.he heathen who never heard His Name, and become in
" their foolish hearts '' more guilty than they 1 There is a
Ood, a holy, just and righteous God, who has declared that
He will bring "every work into judgment with every secret
thlng, whether it be good or evil " (Eccl. xii. 14), and that
no one of His creatures can" escape His judgment" (Rom.
ii. 3), not even, if they deny it. And this God with whom
we havo to do, has manifested Himself" as God our Saviour "
(Tit. i. 3), "a just God and Saviour" (Isa. xlv. 21), who is
., ready to pardon" (Neh. ix. 17), and able to "justify them
that believe" (Rom. iii. 26), in virtue of the sacrifice of
Christ and the death that "He died for sinners" (Rom.
Y. 8). There is no need for any to perish, since Christ" gave
Himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. ii. 6), and" the Gospel is
unto all '' (1\Iark xxi. 15). But whoever despises God's
present mercy and rejects His Gospel, whether as an open
denier of God, or a blatant unbeliever in His Christ, will be,
must be, brought to judgment among those who "Jmow
not God," and "obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (21"'hess. 1-8). R.eader, your wisdom is to let God's
,vord speak to you here and now, while grace reigns and the
Gospel proclaims to you salvation.



" Not Sayed Because I Feel it." 

IX the yoors of my enrly manhood, I Wll.S brought under <lecp 
condction of sin, through the plain preaching of on earnest 

minist<'r of Christ, Rml through hiB prcsento.tion of Christ as the 
sinner·s onJy aviour. I oolieve I really trusted my soul t-0 Him-
elf. relying alone on His sa.crifice and death for me, and on account 
of my ins. But I had no settled peace in my soul. At ti.roes, when 
my feelings were. as I thought tlley ought to be, I was happy, but 
when these good feelinS?"" :iubsided, and things contrary to happiness 
had t..o be met in tJ10 duuy bottle of life, I often doubted whether 
I was really .. in Clu·ist '' at o.11, or bad in personal possession that 
sah·otion in which at other times I seemed to rejoice. The fo.ct is­
as I now cleorly see--1 wa.s making my feelings tho gauge of my 
alvation. Little wonder I often lost the certainty thereof, o.ml 

scarcely OYer had tho joy of God's salvation in the seuse that the 
"'ord of God puts it, ,\-hon it records tho language of simple faith in 
tho prophet who, when he was bereft of nll, ,�o.s able to say, "I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation " 
(Rab. iii. 18). In tho work whero I wo.s omployod, there ,,.as a 
Christian man, whom I oft.on mot on tho way. He wo.s tli.fforont 
from me. His pea.co soomod to Oow OB n river. Ha \'VUS "nlwayn 
rejoicing " in fine or foul wellthor. Christ. wns tho light oi his life, 
and ho hnd always somothing gootl to say of Uim. I tolc.l him ono 
cJuy how chnngoful my expor·ionco hnd been, how my fooliugs curno 
u.n<l went, aml how those chnngos nffoctod mP. Ho l1Pnrcl my story
patiently, and enid, 11 You o.ro not a solitary cMo in tlmt, thoro nro
too mony like you, making their Coolings instend of God's \Vord the
test of whether they are snvod or Jost. I o.rn not so.vod bocnu.c:10 I
fool it, but becauao Go<l says it. That mnkes tho difloronce. \Vlten
Ood tolls mo that 'All that l>oliovo A.RE ju,-,t,ifiocl' (Acts xiii. 30), I
take Him at His \Vord, no mat.tor how I fool, l>eco.w;e my feelings
can noiU1er nullify nor o.dd to the foithfulnoss of Ood's Word. And
just bocauso I rest on Ood 'e \Vord and KNOW that oa a bolioving
1innor I am so.ved, I o.m happy oil tho tirno." 'fho.t distinction opened
my oyoa to eeo tho.t my salvation is in Christ o.lono, nnd the OMumnce
or it by tho Word of God, wl1ioh olu:uigoa not.

" 'fho Bllvlour 1(11c1, 110 rnoro to ell!, 
Jlo llvea, our IJollCl, c�Lhrcm,"I on hlah; 
Ho llvca LrlumphauL o or tho 1trnvo: 
ilo lln• ow,roaJJy t.o HVO I" 



The Wondrous Love of God. 

T
HE lovo of God, as " manifested " in the sending of
His own Son to become the Saviour of sinners (1 John 

iv. 9), n.nd " commended" to them in His death for sinners
(Rom. v. 8) is a well-attested fact, that cannot be gain-

said nor denied. It is tho 
bed-rook of the Gospel. " For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but RA VE 

everlasting life " (John iii. 16). 
And this wondrous and un­
merited love of God toward 
mankind is altogether unearned 
and und :served on their part. 
"Herein is love, not that we

loved God, but that He loved 
us,, (l John iv. 10). This marks the love of God as different

from all other love. It is love toward the unlovely, toward 
-not His friends but His enemies, who were fighting against
Him at the very time that He provided and sent a Re­
deemer and Reconciler, in the person of His Son, to bring
them to Himself (Rom. v. 10). Was ever love so great,
so undeserved, so unmerited 1 It is when this love of God
-" His own love" (Rom. v. 8, Rev. Ver.) as He calls it­
is received into the heart, and the Saviour it has given
accepted as the free gift of God to me as an individual
sinner, that the natural enmity of the human heart is slain,
and the sinner hitherto going on in "enmity against God''
(Rom. viii. 7), is "reconciled to Him, by the death of His
Son " (Rom. v. 10), and henceforth becomes God's child
(1 John xii. 14) and servant (1 Thess. i. 9), not to gain His
favour, or to gain His love, but because both are already
known and their blessings received. When one oan truly
say in the language of a personal faith, "the Son of God,
who loved 1me, and gave Himself for 1ne " (Gal. ii. 20), it
is nob difficult to add, " \Ve love Him, DEOAUSlll Ho first
loved us" (1 John iv. 10). Itoo.der, do you believe that
God loves you, now, as and where you a.re I





THE TOURISTS AND THEIR GUIDE : 

Or, Following in the Confidence that All was Well. 

S 
O:ME years ago a company of English school girls, from
a well-known West of England Boarding School, set off 

on a combined trip to a popular but somewhat dangei:ous 
part of Switzerland, through which they trusted implicitly 
to their Swiss guide to lead them through safely. She had 
the reputation of being an " experienced " and reliable 
leader, whose life had been spent in these Alpine valleys 
and in traversing the beauty-spots of that famous region. 
And, moreover, this trusted and trustworthy guide had the 
reputation of being " very careful " never to chaperon her 
young charges into places known to be dangerous, even 
should they ask her to do so. For those who have human 
lives in their custody and care, are responsible not to allow 
them-even when they ask for it, to enter places where 
there is danger, but always to guard them from it. And 
there are many notable incidents on record where Alpine 
guides have lost their lives in seeking to guard those under 
their care from dangerous and deceptive places, where 
foolhardy and inexperienced climbers would have ventured 
at great risk to life and limb in those slippery paths. 
And if such danger is to the souls of those one seeks to guide 
in life's pathway, it is a vastly greater necessity, that those 
professing to guide aright for Eternity, and regarding the 
eternal salvation of those committed to their trust, be fully 
assured as to the right way along· which they are leading 
others who follow them, and that the path is what it should 
be, and what those who commit themselves to the leading 
of such, assure their followers that it is. For, mistakes in 
this are often fatal in their results, both for the present and 
the future, alike for time and Eternity. How important, 
therefore, to be well assured of the reliability and trust­
worthiness of all whom we follow in matters that concern 
the soul and its salvation, and then our confidence is not 
placed in such as may be quite reliable as guides in matters 
that mankind may be sincere about, yet wholly mist.a.ken. 
For .in things eternal, it is from God and His reliable Word 
alono, and not tho vagtuies or "probabilities,, of man's 
traditions and reasonings that often orr, and, consequently, 
mislead and bring to pret:Jont n.nd eternal clisn.stor, thoso who 
roly upon them. In tbo moroy and loving kindne&J of 



The Tot1r�l..8 cm.d 1.'/,eir Gm:dtJ. 

Go�l, Ho hns givon us His Word, which, in u.11 such thln1-,�, 
is tho final appeal, and to HIM n.nd it wo n.ro to go for 
guidance, and our confidence in the way that W or<l will 
lend us, .we havo absolute assurance that it will never fail 
us, or that our confidence in it will never be put to shame. 

From the Alpine chalet, where this group of English 
tourists were living, they went forth in high spirit.a that 
morning to climb a rocky height, which was to be the tour 
for that day. And their confidence in the Alpine guide, who 
was engaged to lead them along that dangerous path, waa

so full that they started on the journey, singing, with no 
shade of fear or dou ht as to their safety. For had they not 
been told by those who claimed to know, that this carefully 
selected conductor never lost a tourist whom she undertook 
t-0 conduct to that favourite place, and bring them back in
absolute safety. But with every good intention, sometimes
oYer-confidence in their own wisdom o.r ability, leads them
astray in their calculations and with the dire result that those
who trust them suffer from the failure, either from their
lack of skill, or strength, or of both combined, and the loss
falls upon those who commit themselves to their care.
But where God and His Christ are trusted for salvation and
preservation, it is not so. For God is all-wiso� and Ho
"knoweth the way," that those who commit their souls
rmto Him " take," and Ho has Jove o.nd power to can·y
out all that He has promised towards those who in truth
confess-" Behold God is my salvation, I will trust and not 
be afraid ,, (Isa. xii. 2), "And none thn,t trust in Huu sl1nll
be dcsolntc" (Psa. xx.xY. 22). Tho t.rusting English girls 
went forth in full confidence in tho ability of their guide, but, 
as events showed, their conlidenco wus misplaced. For» in
the late evening of that day, four of the girls were" missing,,

on a snow-bound path along the hill, whioh had not been 
marked in the guide-book of their leader, and from lack of
that knowledge they mistook their way, and wandered fa,r 
from where they intended to land, losing tho right path nntl 
their lives at tho samo tin1e. And when on tho d.ny nlkr, 
their ma�ed boclies were found, it wus discovt'red thnt tlu., 
o.Oicial guide, who hnd gained their confidPnCt'. had un. 
wittingly lrd them nstray, ond from ln,ck of ri�ht knowkxlgt' 
of the way, th{'y hn<l p{'rishcd. Alas! t.hnt mnl\Y nn, tlna.s 
lost to GoJ, to Christ, by boing l-0 mhd�l for Et.{\rtuty. 



THE CLOSE OF THIS DAY OF GRACE. 

T
HE pre ·cnt, is God's ti1nc of grace to the world. incc
the deatlJ of the Christ of God on the Cross for sinners, 

and His resurrection from the dead, in proof of God's accept­
ance of the Sacrifice He offered. Since His ascension to heaven 
to sit on the throne of God as Prince and Saviour, God ha8 been 
inviting sinners t,o hear and believe the Gospel, and to be 
sa,Ted by grace alone. There is nothing to do, nothing to 
give, by the sinner. Christ has wrought and finished all 
that bad to be done, to make it possible for sinners to be 
saved. In virtue of wba.t He has done, God bas flung open 
wide the door of grace, and throughout the centnries hn 
been inviting sinners to enter in. " The grace of God " 
that bringetb salvation to all (Titus ii. 10) is proclaimed in 
the Gospel. It is " the Gospel of the grace of God:'' His 
own goo<l news to sinners, of a present, free, and eternal 
salvation to all. None need perish in their sinq. Goel is 
proolai.ming " f orgivcness of sins " ( cts xiii. 3 ) through 
Christ, to aU. And Hit:1 own Wonl is, that " all that boliovc 
ARE justified from all things " (vcr. 30). But this open 
door, this invitation frotn heaven, will not Inst for ever. 
The time of God '1:1 grace town rd 1un.n hns n. li1nit. Tho 
cloor which is now oprn, will bo clmwcl u.t 00<.l's o.ppointod 
hour. Thon tho time of gnice will end, nnd judgml'nt, 
rigbteoua 11n<l stern, will follow. Thero will bo no forgivt'­
ncBB, no salvation then. The time of grace will l.,o ovct·, 
an<l He who now so.ya Lo sinners, " Como," will thou say 
11 Dopart." How is tho roa<lor using this Limo of God's 
grflCo to mon 1 Hae he cnterocl God's open door, l.,pliovcd 
<Jod's <Joapol unto enlvnt,ion, and rco(•ivcd Lho forgivorn'8R 
of AiI1e 1 Or, ja ho trifling a.way lifo's golclon hourH in I viLy 
110<.I forgotfulnoe1:1 of God, tlusplsing His proficrod grnco, nud 
rushing ou to "utRr11ol juc.Jgmont" 1 l'a.uso tiud uous.idt,t·. 
Bomo <lu.y will bo your ln�t., o.ud U1ou, U10 groat l£Luruity I 



The Highland Ox and His Owner. 

A
NIMALS ba.ve wonderful instincts, which have proved
the truth of the Bible Words, "Tho ox knoweth bis 

owner, and the ass bis master's crib," and the connection 
of these �ords is, " but Israel doth not know, !tly people 
doth not consider " (Isa. i. 3), tell how much worse some 
highly privileged men are than the oxen in the fields. A 
highland farmer, who had acquired a herd of choice oxen, 
was wont to tell how bis ox, which had been reared by him, 
and learnt many acts of obedience to his calls, was more 
biddable than some of his manservants, who, o.lthough they 
had been in bis service for many years, had not learnt the 

HlCHLAND OXEN IN 'l'll.ElR N.\TIVE WILDS. 

habit of responcling to his calls when they wcl'e issued by 
him in his fields. And it was the simple recital of this fact 
that brought the natTative I am about to relate to my 
mind to-day. Two cattlemen who had been engaged by 
this farmer to bring his cattle from the fields o.t n. set time, 
had so neglected thefr duties that some of this farmer's 
oxen bad been allowed to wander into the neighbouring 
fields of grn.sa belonging to another farm. This had so 
enraged tho owner of this fiel<l that he threatened that if 
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ho llighland Ox and llis Owner. 

thoy wcro cnrcr found or seen thcro again ho wou]d sum­
marily kill them, and institute legal proceedings against their 
owner for allowing them to trespass in his fields. An 
iicknowledgement of the fault and a humble apolpgy from 
the farmer were refused, and the trespassing oxen were 
subjected to �onsiderable ill-treatment by the irate servants 
of the offended farmer. While this was proceeding an 
incident occurred which brought about a reconciliation 
between the two owners of the oxen in the fields. Late one 
afternoon when the servants had gone out to take in the 
oxen, they found one belonging to the aggrieved farmer 
in the farmyard of the man who was complaining about the 
ox of ms neighbour having entered his fields.· .And the 
animal had come back of his own accord to the gate through 
which he had wandered on the day that he was found 
trespassing in the neighbouring farmer's field. This was 
used as evidence that it was this very ox who had been the 
trespasser, and that the fact that he knew the way back 
to his owner's field proved that he was so. And the comment 
made by the owner in admitting the claim that it was his 
ox that had been the trespasser said, " He had more sense 
than many a human being in coming straight to the man 
who was his owner, and so getting at the truth of who had 
trespassed, so relieving others of the blame that might 
have unduly rested upon other suspects." That ox knew 
his owner, and did not attempt to disown him. And the 
farmer added, " He is wiser and more honest than many 
human beings in acknowledging whose they are and whom 
they belong to." Said the owner of that ox. "Yes, indeed," 
For there are not a few who act as if they do not know or 
care to know who is their owner or what they do. The 
questions once put by King David of Israel to an Egyptian 
whom he found lying exhausted in a day of battle (see 
1 Samuel x:xx. 13) might well be put to all such who do not 
know their owner or occupation in things that concern God 
and Christ and the great Salvation. These questions were, 
"To wlwm belongest thou 1 " and " Whence art thou 1 " 
which brought out the answers, " I am o. young mnn of 
Egypt ''-that is of t!Le world--" servant to an Amalekite "­
an enemy of God-" and my master lcf t me because I Jell sick 
nnd ho had no further uso for me.,, Poor fellow·. This is 
just how tho world and its servants faro a.t the hands of 
those who serve it and live for its plea.sure. 



Nothing to ask for-All is Provided. 
·• J-l A VE you been saved yet, William ? " I asked, at the close of

a long and friendly taUc with an old employee of my father, 
with whom I bad foregathered after an absence of twenty years. 
Vire had begun with family and farm reminiscences, and from that 
merged into church and religious topics, as we journeyed on. Then 
I ventured to relate to the old man how I was awakened from a life 
of religious profession, to see my need of being born again, bow the 
Gospel in its simplicity had come to my soul, telling of a Saviour 
provided and His work completed, in virtue of which a sinner is 
saved, apart from any goodness or righteousness of his own, and 
assured beyond a doubt of his salvation by the Word of God, not 
by feelings and experiences. William, like all orthodox Protestants, 
assented to all that I had said, and warmly denounced Rationalism 
with its denials of the Bible, and Ritualism with its priestcraft and 
Sacramental Grace, as being contrary to the" faith of our ancestors." 
It is not easy to get a grip of folks who assent to all the doctrines 
t>f the Gospel, but whose lives too plainly tell it bas no saving power 
in them. So I brought matters to an issue, by asking in a becoming 
manner, that personal question of my aged friend. Sta.nding quite 
still on the public highway, be answered-" I cannot say that, but 
I've been asking for it, for ti.Jty years.'' I was deeply touched by the 
old man's sincerity. I linked my ann in his, and as we walked along 
I said, " There is really nothing to ask for, William. God will give 
no more than He has done. He has already given His own Son­
quoting John ill. 16-and He gives forgiveness of sins (Acts x. 43), 
everlasting life (John iii. 36), nnd eternal salvation (Heb. v. 9) lo all 
who put their trust in Him. Then they are saved as surely as God 
says it, and Ho wants them to know and rojoko in it." Much moro 
was said, and I felt that God was using His simple Word, in giving 
light to the aged man. But I scarcely was prepared for tho glad 
surprise which awaited mo at our pa.rLlng. Grasping my hand 
warmly, the ol<l man said with quivering Ups, " I seo now plainer 
than ever I dJd. I aye thought there was somethlng to come. But 
you have made it clear, that I need not ask, but simply just take 
in what God has provided." 

A Saved Sinner's Bioiraphy. 

My Y.&STBROA Y was Christ upon the tree, 
Who bore tho condomnntion duo to mo : 
To-DAY, o. sinner anvod by graco o.lono
I Joumoy upwo.rd to whero Ho ho.s gono; 
Foll nvua 1 sbo.ll dwoll with HJm obovo, 
And sing the story of llls dying love. 



The Wondrous Love of God to Men. 

Y
ES, to-day the God whom you have neglected, for­
gotten, and sinned against, loves you. He says so 

Himself (John iii. 16). Had He not told us, who ever 
could have thought it 1 Yet the great and Almighty God 
of heaven Himself assures us of it. "Not that we 
loved God, but that He loved 'US " ; loved us as " sinners " 

(Rom. v. 8), just AS we 
are, and where we are, and 
rww. The proof of this love 
of God is, that He "gave His 

- Son," and sent Him into
::::, the world that the world

����� _ -:::::;.,��"'-� __ s==-- through Him :might be saved 
• ·:- .... ---- .:. (John iii. 17). Such was and 

is the will of God. For He willeth not that any should 
perish (2 Pet. iii. 10). He says so, and it is true. Thousands 
believe in God's love, and know it in their soul's e�-periencc. 
They declare and confess, " We know and have believed the 
love that God hath for us " (John iii. 16). There are men 
and women living to-day whose daily comfort is, that they 
know and believe that they are loved by God, and by His 
Son, Jesus Christ. The glad confession of their souls is '' The 
Son of God who loved rne .and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 
ii. 20). Are you one of these 1 You may be: you have
a right to be. For it was " sinners " that God loved, and
still loves (Rom. v. 8). And it was sinners that Christ
came to save (I Tim. i. 15). This is your title to believe
that He loves you, n.nd that Chdst died for you. Yes, for
you, as if there had not been another sinner in the worl<l, but
yourself. Appropriate this for yourself ; take it to your
own soul. Believe it for your own salvation. Repose in
it now, for it is real, and is no myth, but a great reality. And
it is all for you. And for you a8 you are to-day. If you let
this love of Go<l pass, w1accepted, you will one day regret
it, un<l wish you had beJieved it for yourself and your own
ponmnal salvation. Thousands havo dono so, and aro happy
in tho aasuranco that God loves them and has saved them.
Thero is salvo.tion for you to-clay I But it will not a.lwnys
l,o tiO. "After this 'comes' tho Judgruent" (Hob. ix. 27).



The Sundial and its Text. 

A Scripture Sundial in an English Garden. 



Tile Sundial and its Text. 

I
N o.n old-tlmo country houeo In tho Mldlnndn of EngJand,
Luo ownor, wbo wne o. truo OhrlRtJnn man 11nd c11gor to 

aproo.d tho knowlodgo of God's GoRpol among hiJ.1 follow. 
towi1Amon, dovJeod a novol, and by sorno a. muoh-oriUolacd 
mothod o.r kooping boforo hie noJghbour8 tho Word of Llfo, 
and colling to tboir romombranoo tho salvation of Ood, 
which 1nany a.ro prono to forget or neglect, ovon whero it 
ia well known in theory n.t lonat, among .religious poople. 
llo l1ad a Soripturo �roxt engraved in a plcaaing desi�n on 
a panel of o. eundial, placed in a conapiououa position in his 
garclen, near tho go.to of his house., which pll8sers-by were 
attracted to read, as they passed tho.t ,war. And ho used 
to say when speaking of it among hJs frwndR and neigh­
bours that it WM the beet preacher in tho town, and to his 
personal lmowledgo had preached tho Word of Life to a 
number of the pcoplo living around, since it was first placed 
there. On the ono aide was a aunillal on which tho passing 
hours were recorded, in all hours-of sunshine. And the words, 
"Behold, Now is tho accepted time" (2 Cor. vi. 2), appealed 
to some at least of the man's neighbours, of the present, 
and to som.e, as it seemed to the owner of this sundial, 
might prove tho only opportunity of receiving the Word of 
that salvation, which God had '' sent " to the people (Acta 
xiii. 26) then and there. DoubtJcse many read the words,
but went away to forget them or failed to make personal
application of them to their own souls, for personal so.Iva.
tion. But not all. A lady of advancing years was first
interested in the text as reminding her of the Jact that she
personally needed salva·tion. And for days the words,
"BehoJd, Now is the accepted time" brought homo to her
oonsoionco the fact that God has a "set time" in which
His salvation is obtainabJe by a sinner, and when this "set
time" is allowed to pass with this salvat?on unclaimed, it
will then be impossiblo to obtain it after God's accepted
time has gone past, and the unsaved sinner is heard on.lling
in despair, " Tho harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not sai:ed " (Jer. viii. 20), as God in Hi.B Word
predicts it will be, when God's accepted time to receive
sinners o.nd savo them by grace, apart from deeds or merits
of theil' own, is allowed to pass, as many SoriptUI·es declare
it will, to those who irille with God's present "time of
Jove " (Ezek. xvi. 8) and allow the do.ye of His long-suffering
(2 Pct. iii. 0) to pass, while they ncgloot His " great so.Iva.•



The Swtdfol and ita Text. 

tion ·• (Hol>. ii. 3) whioh nt infinito ooHL Ho Im� provided for 
all ,,iankind (l\lark xvi. 15), "without monoy u.nd without 
price," and bns sent the good nows to cc whosoever will " 
(Re, .... :n-ii. 17). It was this Text, inscribed on the glaas by 
the side of the sundial in that garden, that God used to 
bring this aged lndy to the personal acceptance of Christ 
as her personal Saviour, and to confess Him as such (Rom. 
x. 9), nnd to live as ono thus saved by grace (Eph. ii. 8),
so as to commend Clll'ist to others. Has the reader received
"this \Vord of the Truth of the Gospel" (Col. i. 5) to his
own soul in personal faith for his own salvation 1 And has
it brought unto him "peace with God" (Rom. v. 1) and
given him a sure passport to "the haven" on that Eternal
Shore, unto which tJme bears us on, some to rest with
Christ, whose saving grace they have proved in saving
them, others into the "unknown" Eternity, unto which
they are neither prepared nor ready to enter 1 How is it
with the reader 1 Has he embraced God's appointed time
in receiving the great salvation, or is he still neglecting it
and hasting to Eternity unsaved 1 Pause and consi, ler !
Reflect what will be the issue, if you continue this folly,
until " the day of salvation closes, leaving you without
Christ" and having" no hope" (Eph. ii. 12).

,VIIE..'lll life's springtime hos faded-its music died o.wo.y, 
,Vhon thy hopes have fluttered into fears ; 

"'hen thy clonr sky is shaded, for summer will not sto.y, 
0 I who will wipe away the tea.rs 

Thero is now-the rest of the weary-
JEsus. JEsus saith, "Come tmto Me." 

Many de.ys hath He lingered in mercy full nnd free. 
0 sinner I JESUS ,vaits for thee. 

\Vhen the gain thou hast hoarded is slipping from thy g1·usp, 
\Vhen thou standest needy and alone, 

,Vben thy cold hand no longer tl1e wonted props CtUl olusp, 
0 ! who will listen to thy moan 

There is On&--the Friend of the friend.Jess­
JEsus: now Ho says, "Come unto l\[e." 

Nono other name but JEsus, co.n o'er thy Saviour be ; 
0 ainner I JESUS cnlloth thee. 

When the day of salvation is drawing to o. close, 
\Vhon thy sins weigh thee to tho ground, 

\Vben thy heart throbs in terror before t'ltet'nnl woo�, 
Oh I where sho.ll doliveranoe be foun<i 

There is one resource for the guilty-
JESlJs; now He says, "Como unto Mo." 

Sinnor I Morey's blood-stained lintol thy door of hopo mcLy bo I 
Tho LAMn wos sooriflcod for thee. 



Good News for All. 

'l'HE Gospel of the graco of God, brings good news tc,
all mankind. It tolls of a Sa viow·, provid <l by 

God, and S<'nt fron1 heaven lo earth, to <lcliYcr and lo 
redeem. It, declares-" hriBt clicd for our sins" (1 C'or. 
x,.,. _ 2). It announces-" hrist Jesu camo into the world 
to sa,e sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15). It tc)Lc; how He .. wa:s 
deliYered for our offences, and was rai, c<l again for our 
justification" (Rom. iv. 25). It testifies that the death 
of Jesus Chri t was an "offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2), and that in His aton­
ing death, God has received satisfaction for sin. Hi.� clain1� 
have all been met, His justice Yiudicatcd, His rightconsnt'::.-" 
n1anifested, and mon's salvation procured. The good nt'" s 
is proclaim�d. that in spit of human guilt and totnl de­
pravity, man may be i::aved, saved by grn.c , \\ ithout work. 
and apart from morit, wholJy on account of what Jt.'su� 
Christ is, and of what Ho bn-H dono. This is good new to 
all people: God's glnd tidings to very crcatur . But 
although unt-0 all, onJy such o.s '' bolievc '' tho mes agf:' nrt' 
aved. He saves "them that b liovo,, (l or. i. 21) 

Those who believe not, o.ro "oondon1ncd already" (John iii.
18), nnd in the corning day of retribution and of rightoous 
judgment such will be punished, '' because they oboyl'd not 
the Gospel" (2 Thess. i. 9). Soo on which �ido of tho di\'id­
ing lino you stand to-day I Are you a Christ-recoh- r, 
saved a.nd forgiven. or o. Christ-rejector, lost and undl'r 
condemnation 1 There is no middle course, nothing hnlf 
and botwcen. You o.ro eit.hor u. beliovor of God's G(.)ijpl'l, 
Md, if so, tt. ainnor vcd by grace, or you nro tu\ unlx�lit'\ ,r, 
ud as auob w,dor oon.<lcmnu.Uon, cwd awruting "roth. lt 
ii for you pontono.Jly, l\ncl u. n.ldpontli bl 1x,1ng, to uu,lt' 
your cboico. lt must ho for llf now, or for <l U, �t runl. 



At the Parting of the Ways; 

Or, the Cyclist's Hour of Decision for Eternity. 

T
\\'O young mon hnd gono on o. cycling tour nmong tho
rugged scenery of Inverness-shire. Doth well-behaved 

lad·, of iuoraJ und, i.ndC'ed, of religious lives. Thoy shunnc<l 
tho company of those who, whC'n ordinary restraints a.re 
withdrawn, '• bn,ve their fli11g," as people say, when in 
circumstances and in surroundings where this can be done 

AT THE PABTINO or TUE WAYS. 

with iruplllllty. But, dlll'ing this cycle touT in tho far 
north, the e two young men were tewvted by a c01upan.ion, 
whom they met at a Cyclist'i:; Rest on the wayside, to" have 
a glass of beer," a habit they were not accustomed to, and 
,vith tho result that the younger Ulan was roor or less in­
toxicated, antl unable to proceed on his journoy that aitt•r­
noon. �o ashu.mc<l was h • at what hnu huppl'ne<l, that. he 
stole away from hIB co111pt1ujou, u,n<l Hpeut th" night in n 
wo<lcst lodging, where h� cow pauion cullc<l auJ found him 



At Ifie Pm·ling of the Wa.71a. 

tho following morning, vory muoh aha.shed at the. memory 
of what had transpired the previous afternoon. '' I never 
felt so much ashamed about anything I ever did," said the 
young cyclist to his companion, who was now riding along­
sido him on the country roacl leading toward their village 
home. " I cn.nnot undo that deed no,v," said the young 
fellow, now fully recovered from the effects of his folly, 
" but I will make sure that no one shall lead me out of the 
path of rectitude in the same way again, for I am resolved 
I shall take ' the pledge ' this very day whenever we reach 
the village before us," said the repentant young man. 
"' Good resolutions' are not enough, Charlie," said his com­
panion. " You need more, if you are to live, as a young 
man in your station of life should. ' You need Christ,' as 
I heard my father say, when I left home, to begin life in 
the city six years ago. He told me there would be tempta­
tions sprung upon me that in my own strength of will, I 
was unable to resist or to overcome, and that I would need 
to have more than a religious profession to ,vithstand the 
wiles of the enemy, who is always ready to trip up one of 
my age and temperament. And that the only way of 
real safety and victory over the temptations under which 
so many young men fall, the most of them to rise no more, 
is to have Christ as a personal Saviour, Christ in the heart, 
and Christ in the life. And I have proved that this is 
true. For since the night that I made my choice for 
Eternity, and from my heart said, 'Christ for me,' and 
there and then was saved by Grace (Eph. ii. 8), I have 
felt Christ's keeping power around me, in me and for me, 
more than enough to overcome all the wiles of the enemy 
to lead me astray." And then in low and measured tones 
the young cyclist added, as the two cycled side by side 
along that country road, toward a well-known point where 
the ways parted, never to meet again in that region, " And 
Willie, you will never have a better opportunity than now

to make your eternal choice, just here, at the parting of 
the ways, to choose Christ, to hand yourself over to Him." 
And there, where the ways part, he " came to Jesus 
as he was," and the Lord, who is ever ready to welcome 
th,e returning sinner and to save him, as he is, did so welcome 
that repentant sinner in that hour of decision. And, as his 
aftercourse has proved, his was a genuine case of conversion. 



"There Need be 'No Hoping,' It's Sure." 
" 

J
T is surely great presumption for any weak mortal like you, to
say that you are already saved, and that you know it. The 

furthest I can go is, to entertain a good hope that I may at 
last be found among those who stand on the right hand of the Judge 
and hear Him say-' Come ye blessed of My Father.'" The speaker 
was an intelligent and religious lady who took an active interest in 
all good works connected with her denomination, and had the reput­
ation of being an " excellent Christian.'' But with all these acquire­
ments and virtues, she was in the dark regarding the Gospel, and 
the simple and only way of salvation as it is set forth in the Scrip­
tures. No doubt she spoke as she believed, and believed as she had 
been taught, without examining the Book of God for herself. Alas I 
that it should be so with many. In things secular, relating to 
business, they take no man's word apart from proof, but in things 
eternal, many seem quite satisfied to accept the dictum of their 
chosen spiritual guide, who may know as little of the Bible as they 
do themselves. It is not easy to break down prejudice and dis­
lodge false thoughts in some minds. So you need to proceed wisely 
and cautiously. I simply said, '' li God had given us no more than 
a 'hope' of salvation in His Word, it certainly would be ' great pre­
sumption' for any to say they have more. But if He has given to 
all who believe on His Son the assurance that they now ' HA VE 
everlasting life' (John iii. 16), it is surely presumption to say some­
thing di1Ierent, and yet to hope to have it on some future day." It

was a good while before I met my friend again. But imagine my 
pleasant surprise to hear her say, " I have everlasting life now, 
and there need be 110 hoping about it. Thank God I found that 
in His Word." It is not a mere matter of different words, but 
those who " hope" to get salvation at some future time, invariably 
expect it more or less on the ground of their own attainments or 
doings. But the salvation of God is ALL of grace, and it is a pres,nl 
possession and enjoyment, in all who receive it by faith. 

The Pled&e of Christ's Dying Lo,·e. 

Thou knoweet the Sun by hie glory ; 
'.rhou knoweet the Rose by its broath ; 
'.rtiou Jmoweet the Fitre by its glowing; 
Thou knowest, Christ,'& Lov� by His Death. ,. 



The Certainty of Salvation. 

T
O bavo o. vn.guo "hope" of being saved some day,
sn tisfics mu.ny. To be earnestly " seeking " sal va­

tion is the highest experience of very many who are 
religious and sincere. To be "waiting God's time," is 

the confessed condition of those 
who have been taught that 
some eternal decree has fixed 
the hour in which they must 
become partakers of God's 
salvation, and until which they 
neither can nor will believe the 
Gospel and be "born again." 
The Word distinctly declares 
that the work of the Cross is 
salvation's procuring cause, that 

there sin wns put away (Heb. ix. 26), pea�e was made (Col. 
i. 20), and God satisfied. At the Cross of Christ, God's love
is maniieste<l (1 John iv. 10) ; " mercy and truth are met
together" (Psa. bcxxv. 10), and the righteousness of God
is manifested (Rom. iii. 21, 22). Now grace reigns, and is
sah1ation-bringing unto all men (Titus ii. 11). The Gospel
brings this salvation near, and also makes the way in which
it is received plain and clear. There is no uncertainty, no
ambiguity about it. The Word is, " Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31).
cc If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou SHALT be saved " (Rom. x. 9). There 
is certainty of salvation there. To receive the testimony 
of God, to beliove His Word is to be saved and to have 
the nssurnnce of salvation. Tho language of the Word of 
God concerning those who do thua believe is c, By which 
also yo ARl!l saved" (I Cor. :>rv. 2). cc God, who RATH saved 
us " (2 Tim. i. 8, 9). Here i.s the certainty of snlvation, on 
the authority of tho Word of God. It is not presumption 
to believe God ; it is fnit,h. " Ho that believeth not God, 
hath made Hun a linr, boonuse he boliovoth not tho record 
thn.t God go.vo of llitJ 8ou "(1 John v. 10). If not. 
On w hu.t nro you dopon<llng !01· your Salvo.tlon 1 



Light at Eventide: 
The Story of a Sick Daughter's Conversion, 

"Lot us sea what God's Booh says.'' 



Light at Eventide : 
The Story of a Sick Daughter's Conversion. 

I
N a country cottage, far removed from the din and turmoil
of the busy world, old Ronald with his only daughter had 

lived in peace for over thirty years. It was seldom they left 
the flower-clad cot, and when they did, it was usually to 
walk three full miles to the Parish Church, in which Ronald 
had been a devout worshipper for half a century, and in 
the churchyard of which the grave of his beloved wife lay, 
awaiting the Resurrection l\Iorning. Then the old man 
expected to meet her in the full image of her heavenly Lord, 
when He comes to raise His sleeping and change His living 
saints. This was Ronald's chief comfort and hope, in his 
declining years. For thus it had been with him ever since that 
day long before, when he heard Robert l\!Iurray l\iicCheyne 
preach a full and clear Gospel, which brought him into the 
light an<l Jiberty of God's salvation, which he loved to own 
and confess as his "own." This was by no means a com­
mon experience, even in those years, in the place where 
R.onald and his daughter lived. For since that generation
of preachers passed to which �Ir McCheyne belonged, "whose
praiBe iB in the Gospel," there are not many who sountl
forth a plain and clear Gospel that brings its hearers into the
joyful assurance of a present salvation in virtue of the
"finished work" of Christ and sets those who receive it
on the heavenward road rejoicing in its assurance.

Ronald's daughter had been brought up in the faith 
that she needed to be " born again." But she had not come 
to know or to trust in the Lord Jesus as her personal Re­
deemer and Saviour. And since a young and talente.d 
preacher had come to be the minister in the old church 
which her father and mother had attended for many years, 
there had been little of a plain and definite Gospel preached 
there. And the result was, that scarcely any of the congre­
gation knew or confessed their own salvation by Grace 
(Eph. ii. 8) as a former generation had, under the full Gospel 
that Mr �1cCheyne and those who followed him in that 
Tayside parish had proclaimed. 

Ronald's <laughter often remarked to her father, when 
they were alone in the cottage by the Tay, that she wished 
they had the kind of preaching that her dear mother of ten 
told her of, when men like William Burns preached 
for Mr McCheyne when he was on a visit to Palestine, in 
which time n grent awakening took place in St Peter's, the 



Lir,Tit at EveHtide. 

congregation to which l\:foChoyne preaobod, and whore many 
were brought to the Lord, Ronald's wife o.mong them. 
She had lived and died in the f u.11 and happy assurance of 
her personal salvo.tion, and gone to heaven rejoicing in the 
prospect of seeing the Lord whom she loved and confessed 
as her "blessed Saviour." "Oh, I wish we had some one 
to tell us how to be saved as was done in my dear mother's 
time. But the preachers of our time-at least those of them 
who preach hereabout,....:_are not the same, nor their preaching 
such as simple folk like us understand, as the people did 
when Mr McCheyne was here and people flocked from all 
places for miles around to hear him," said Ronald's sick 
daughter, sadly. "Quite truly, Mary," the aged man 
replied, "but we have God's Book which is just the same 
as it was in the days when true men of God preached a 
full and plain Gospel from it, and we may know the way 
of salvation just as surely as your dear mother knew and 
lived in the enjoyment of, Mary dear," said the aged father 
sympathetically to his sick daughter. "I will read to you 
to-night the Text your dear mother rested her soul on that 
night, over seventy-six years ago, when she was saved. And 
its the same ' Word of Salvation Sent ' (Acts xiii. 26) to 
you to-day. And if my dear Mary will rest on it as her 
mother and I did, that day long ago, it will bring her the 
same 'peace with God ' (Rom. v. I) that it brought to us 
then. For ' the Word of the Lord,' unlike the words of many 
preachers now, does not alter, but 'endureth for ever'" 
(1 Pet. i. 25). And then the aged father read slowly and 
reverently, as if he wanted Mary his sick and, as it proved 
a few weeks later, his dying daughter, the favomite words of 
Isaiah xii. 2, which had brought salvation and peace to his 
own soul many years before-" Beloved God is my Salva­
tion. I will trust and not be afraid." " And the entrance of 
God's Words gave light" (Psa. ex.ix. 130) to her soul, and she 
rejoiced in the Lord as her personal Saviour that evening, 
and until she passed to join the ransomed throng in heaven, 
a week or two after. "Light came at eventide" (Zech. 
xiv. 7) to her, and it came through the Words of God,
which were read to and received by her. And such is ever
God's way of causing light to arise in the believing soul.

Has the reader thus been brought " out of darkness into
light

,
, (1 Pet. ii. 9) and into the joy of a present and personal 

an.I v11 tion 1



.J 

Have You a Profession Only ? 

A 
profession of Christianity nnd posse.ssion of the Son of
God are two distinct things. Many have a profession 

who have no possession of Christ and His salvation. You 
may have a profession and yet go to bell for ever. Posses­
sion of Christ alone saves, and fits the sinner for dweUing 
with God in heaven. A profession may be adopted to please 
parents, or because it is customary at a certain age, and 
fashionable, but a personal possession of salvation is ob­
tained-not by putting on something from without, but by 
receiving Christ within. There is a mighty difference. A 
profession put on like a robe, effects nothing as regards the 
sinner's relation to God : it leaves the soul unpurged from 
sin and unfit for heaven as ever. In fact, all such profession 
is in God's sight, hypocrisy. It assumes what is not there: 
it wears the outward habiliments of a Christianity which 
it does not possess : it walkB in borrowed plumes, which in 
the hour of death will be dismantled, leaving the sin-clad 
soul in all its hideousness before God, to meet the a'\\iul 
doom of the false professor, the hypocrite. 

Profession without reality is the crying evil of our day. A 
.:eligion lvitbout Christ, a Christianity apart from conversion 
to God, is the most popular opiate administered by the devil 
to worldings, to make them insensible to their real con­
dition as sinners in the sight of God, and thus enl1blo h.im 
to quietly draw them down to hell to share his doom. Render, 
arc you sure you are not an empty professor, a religious 
world.ling, without Christ 1 Search and see. The issues 
are immense and eternal. Heaven for the Christ-possessor. 
Hell for tho mere professor. Which ·will your's bo 1 Ho.Ye 
you been Lorn of (;;od 1 Aro you truly converted, or only o. 
religious professor 1

.. Deopor <lown tho.n Tyro u..uu t>iuon 
Shall tho raiso profo880r Lo.'' 



Gipsy Jean, the Fortune-Teller, 
And the Story of her Conversion to God. 

T
HIRTY years ago a white-haired woman, accomparuecl
by her littlo boy, wont from door to door in our 

\"iUage selling mops, brushes, and baskets, mostly of her 
own making, and telling fortunes to such as were credulously 

JEAN SOLD IJ.ER WAR.BS FROM DOOR TO DOOR. 

inclined. And it was whiapored that Jen.n hnd occult 
doaJinga with the powers of clo.rkncss, o.nd could bring 
" judgmonte " upon households o.nd individuals who u cro 
unkindJy disposed towards hor, and thnt some of th 
,. better" t·lass pooplo of tho village tr&ffiokod with her 



Gipsy Jean, tho Fortuue-T,11,,, 

in ha,�ng their "fortunes" told. More than once some 
of the tboughtless young women in tho p]ace bad got Jean 
t-0 11 cut their cards," and read tho omens of their teacups, 
prognosticating their future career, which to be sure she 
never failed to paint in glowing colours. Of Jean's client.a, 
there wero some to whom the Gospel had brought eternal 
mercies who told her that they no longer needed her fortune­
wlling, since they could cc read their title clear to mansions 
in the skies," and had the love of God dwelling in their 
hearts as all true believers have (Rom. v. 5), from the hour 
of their conversion. And Jean became very disconsolate 
over the loss of her clients, and it may be, as I think it was, 
that when she saw those whom she had deceived and be­
witched in time past, happy in the Lord and rejoicing in 
His salvation, that, she wished in her heart that she was 
one of them. At all events Jean gave over fortune-telling 
and refused to cc cut the cards" or read the teacups, even 
when she waa asked. In one of the houses in the village 
where she called, offering her wares, a motherly woman, 
who had in her unconverted days visited Jean to have 
her fortune told, related to the unhappy woman how she 
was led to Cnrist to find in Him forgiveness of sins (Acts 
xiii. 38), eternal life (John vi. 47), and present salvation
(Act.a xvi. 31 ), and how happy she was in the knowledge
thereof. "Tell me simply how to get them for myself,"
asked the unhappy fortune-teller. And washing-day though
it we.a, this saved woman sat down by the fireside, took
her Bible on her knee and read to Jean the wonderful words
of life from John iii. 14-16; John iv. 24 ; and Romans
v. 1, 6, 8; through which she herself was led unto the
love and light of the Gospel. And after a long struggle-in
which the devil, who had held the woman captive by his
wiles, and now afraid he was going to lose his prey, opposed
her deliverance, and fought hard to retain her-in which
the conquering Christ had the victory, Jean, the fortune­
teller, passed into tho kingdom of God, confessed with her
mouth tho Lord Jesus, and was saved instantly, as tho
Word of God declares all will be who as sinners yield them­
selves to Christ. Tho village heard tho news of Jenn's
oonvoraion. Somo doubtoo it, others dooried it, believers
rojoicod in it, and the woman hersoli praised God for it,
und lived for mnny yoara to mo.nifoat its roo.lity.



A Personal Appropriation did it. 

F
OR fourteen years. I had been concerned about my salvation, nt.
times deeply. But there always was this difficulty: How 

can I know that my sins are forgiven, that my soul is saved ? I 
beard others Bay that they were saved, and that their sins were 
forgiven. But bow they came to know and be assured of this, I could 
never find out. That they had some revelation, or special assurance 
given to them l thought was certain, But it never came to me. So 
I remained much as before, sometimes getting hopeless, and on the 
verge of despair. A series oI meetings was being held in our village. 
And at the close of each Service, there were after meetings. Not 
many remained, for people did not like being asked questions 
regarding their personal salvation. One evening, after a very 
solemn and searching address, two ladies in the seat near to me 
remained, and I summoned courage and sat still. A visitor from 
another village, a £riend of the preacher who was there that night, 
�ked if I "enjoyed the blessedness of sins forgiven ? " I answered, 
" I fear not." " Well," he said," there is no reason why you should 
not. Do you believe that you are a sinner, and that Christ died 
for your sins on Calvary? " "Yes, I am sure of both," I said. 
" And do you rest your soul on Christ and His work alone, as your 
only plea, not on anything you have done or can do, to please God ? " 
be asked. "Ye5, I do," I said. "Well, will you read these words, 
and tell me if they arc true of you? " he said, handing me bis Bible, 
which was open at Isaiah xliv. 22. I read aloud, ·• I have blotted 
out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins ; 
return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." He evidently saw that 
I was uncertain what to answer, and remarked: "You have just to 
make a personal ap�ropriation of that word to yourself, and put 
in your own name 10 place of the • tlty.' That is faith." In a 
moment I saw it all. The thing I had long wanted to know, was 
there before me in God's own words. To me, aod to every sinner 
believing on His Son, God ho.s written, " I have blotted out TRY 

trawigressions," and I had simply and only to tnke His \Vord to 
myaelf, and to rest on what He so.ys. I did so tlbat night, and the 
peace that came to me u the result of tho.t faith (Rom. v. 1) I have 
enJor,ed now for many year,. lt was tho.t personal approprfut11m that 
dJd 1t, Thia ii what ma.ny need, to give tbem ouumnco of eruve.tion. 

W• point ton Subatitutc dying, 
Tu Slnl , for alnn�l'I ll1'e you ; 

Ob, 1oul. on HJ1 merita rolying, 
Come, prove tbat God', meuaeo la truf' 



A LOOK BRINGS SALVATION. 
IT is not, a long process that brings Go<l's salvation to a

sinner. It is a "Look." The act of an instant. Not 
a tedious process, involving much time and labour. It ie 
simply and only a "look " away from self, to Christ Him­
self. It was a look to the " Brazen Serpent " on the pole 

(Numb. xxi. 8) that 
brought healing to 
the serpent-bitten 
Israelite in the 
wilderness. And 
this very incident 
is used by the Lord 
Jesus in (John iii. 
11) to let us see
how simple and 
how sure is God's 
Salvation to all who 
look away from 
themselves, away 
from their diffi­
culties, and away 
from all the many 

"false aids " that men havo devised to bring salvation, li.fe, 
and peace to sin-sick souli:i. The Word of the Lord Hi_mself 
is "LOOK UNTO 1\1:E and be ye saved," not" hope to be," as 
if it were uncertain, but " be ye save<l." And the One who 
so speaks is as good as His Word. For "► 'alvation is of the 
Lord" and "from Him," direct and instantaneous, and 
it needs no priestly functio11. The sinner thus deals directly
with the aviour, ond J-Ic is over ready to save. 

And He does thus save nlJ who so '' Jook" to Hirn. As 
o. moneyless mn.n whose rent was duo an<l he had nothing
to meet the lon<llord's cnll wu1::1 told by a. rich beuofu.otor, 
" Look to me for your rent, John," removed n.11 his anxiotics 
as to his half-year's rent and gavo him assurance that tho 
demand would bo raet, so the sinner who looka to hriAt 
for salvation is not cliso.ppointocl, uut beliovh1gly 1-m.ys,
11 Bohold, Gou is rny salvution. I will iru8L o.n<l not uo 
afraid " (lso.. xii. 2). ls this so with tho roa<lor 1 



Paterson of Pennyveenie; 
And what Happened to Him After the Conventicle. 

"A Couenantor Conuontlole on the HIiia/de. ''



Paterson of Pennyveenie ; 

And What Happened to him after the Conventicle. 

I
T was during the fiery persecution of the Scottish
Covenanters in the reign of Charles II. in 1643, when 

godly men were hunted like partridges on the mountains 
and had to seek refuge from the bloodthirsty dragoons, 
who were sent out to pursue them and to bring them to 
prison, and in many cases to summary death on the scaffold, 
without trial, or opportunity for defence, all because of their 
faith and adherence to the Word of God as they understood 
and practised it. And although some of these Covenanters 
were more political than Christian, in their noncompliance 
with the royal decrees of that time, others were godly and 
true in their defence of the truth as they had learned it 
from the Bible. And in their conflicts of that time, it he­
came manifest that some who were not truly " born again " 
children of God, became mixed up with those men who 
stood true to what they knew to be the will of God for His 
people. 

Of these latter, Paterson of Pennyveenie, in the parish of 
Dalmellington, seems to have been a notable example. He 
was frequently seen at the Conventicles, or gatherings of 
the Covenanters for worship on some hillside, or in some 
sequestered glen. And for this, he was warned by the Laird 
of Camlarg, from whom he had the lease of his farm, that 
unless he ceased attending these Conventicles and advancing 
t-heir faith he would be ejected from his farm and_ pUI·sued
by the soldiery, whose chief leader was the notorious Graeme
of CJaverhouse, who was afterwards to become Viscount Dun­
dee--his award for his persecution of and summary execution
of many of the hunted Covenanters. He it was, who shot
dead John Brown, the Christian carrier of Priesthill, near
the door of his quiet farmhouse, near Muirkirk, in the
presence of his wife, while on his knees in prayer. And that
dark deed seems to havo haunted Claverhouse all the rest
of his life, until he fell mortally wounded in the hour of his
victory, while at the head of the king's army in the Pass of
Killiecrankie where he died. His followers hurriedly gathering
around their fallen leader, and lifting his body ,vhere he



Paterson of Ponnyvee'.nie. 

foll, carriod it to a roofless ruin, and buried him in his armour 
to await the judgment hour when he shall be brought forth 
to appear before the Judge of all, and answer to Him for 
all the dark deeds he did in his persecutions and killing of 
the defenceless Covenanters. When the threat of the Laird 
of Camlarg was made known to Paterson, he does not seem 
to have been much disturbed by it, for we hear of him 
being at a Conventicle shortly after, and his wife and he 
had agreed that they would not act the coward or give up 
their attendance at the gatherings fo'r worship and hearing 
the persecuted preachers. This is all the more remark­
able in a man like Paterson, who, while he had espoused the 
principles of. the persecuted Covenanters, was not at this 
time a " born again " Christian, nor personally possessed of 
G-od's salvation and the peace it brings to all true believers 
(Rom. v. 1). And from this we may surely learn, that then 
as now, there are those who as Charles Spurgeon said, when 
preaching to a large congregation of the descendants of 
these Covenanters in Rothesay, '' There are doubtless 
many here to-day who would be prepared to fight for and 
to die for ' the faith of the Covenanters and the Confession 
of Faith' who alas have no personal faith to confess." But the 
Lord who, in His high heaven, knew what Paterson the 
farmer of Pennyveenie needed, was about to bring him in 
his own way into the personal knowledge of Christ and His 
salvation. Being now a marked man, Paterson resolved to 
leave his peaceful farm and take up his residence at Benbeoch 
Craig, a rocky hill a short distance off, from which at 
times if he considered it safe, he could make secret visits 
home. It was while he was at a Conventicle in that locality, 
that he descried a company of troopers on the hill opposite 
his hiding-place, and while making for a place of safety, 
in crossing a ridge of loose stones he fell and rolled into a 
cave which one had dug out some days before, as a place 
of refuge in case of a sudden raid of the soldiery. Here, he 
lay concealed by a ledge of rock from the troopers' gaze. 
And it was lying there so marvellously hid from his pursuers, 
that his thoughts were turned to God and His saving power 
as told out in the Gospel, which is the power of God unto 
salvation, to every one that believes it (Rom. i. 16). And 
it was during those hours that Paterson lay in that lonely 
cave that he received the assurance of his personal salve.-



Pateraon of Pemiyvunio. 

tion und could say, 1
' Behold, God is my enlvu,Uon. 1 will

trust and not be o.fraid " (Isn. xii. 2). For just aa that 
cavo in which he luy, had been made ready for him and he 
hnd simply to take the shelter and safety that it afior<lcd 
to screen him from his pursuers, so he learned then and 
there the " Salvation of God ,, (Acts xxviii. 28) bad been 
brought to where he was, and that he had simply and 
only to receive it as the gift of God's grace (Tit. ii. 11) to 
be enjoyed by him, us a sinner (1 Tim. i. 15). When he 
crept out from his hiding-place into the light and sunshine, 
the first person that he met was b;s wife, who had come 
out searching for him, in fiear that he might have been 
caught by the persecutors. With tears of joy they knelt 
together on the hillside, and gave thanks to God for His 
wonderful deliverance. And as Paterson told his wife of 
how he had received the assurance of his personal salva­
tion from sin (Matt. i. 21) from the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whom he now believed as. his Saviour, they rejoiced 
together. And from that time onward till his latest hour, 
Paterson delighted to tell of his double deliverance that day, 
first in the God-provided cave and shelter from the angry 
troopers, and next for making the way of salvation clear 
to him through the Gospel, for his own personal salvation, 
from wrath and judgment. And for years he lived in that 
district to prove by his life and conduct that his conversion 
was real. 

Has the reader been convinced of his need of being 
., born again " (John iii. 3) 1 And has h� received the 
Gospel ot his own salvation (Eph. i. 13), and with it the 
assurance of his personal salvat10n in Christ Jesus 1 This 
is a matter of the first value to each sinner (Rom. iii. 23). 
It is o. personal matter between his soul and God. To be a 
mere professor of a true faith, and, it may be, suffer for it 
as the Covenanters did, is not enough. You need Christ as 
your personal Saviour, and be able to confess: 11 Behold, God 
is my salvation. I will trust and not be afraid " (Isa. xii. 
2). Make absolutely sure that this is settled, and that no 
doubt exists concerning it. For there is a day coming in 
which all profeSBions wiU be tested, and only what is reaJ 
will stand. 



Oueen Mary's Escape from her Prison 
in Loch Leven Castle. 

The Ancient Story and its Message to Us To-day. 

I
N the yenrs long gone by, when Edward III. of Engln.nd
overran the ancient ]Gngdom of File, be laid a plan by 

which be purposed to drown out the whole garrison of 
Englishmen who besieged the country. The wide, level 
water supply of Loeb Leven had been dammed up, and had 
so far risen that it was but a matter of time when the 

LOOU L�VEN, WlTll lTti WSTOIUO OABTLE. 

EngLiah defenders mUE�t abandon their posts. At o. midnight 
hour tho Governor of tho Cuatlo on tho islnnd went out in a 
small boat with four men nod cut the banks of tbo Loeb 
to allow tho pent-up waters to rush down on the besiegers, 
sweeping all before it. In Loch Leven Cnstle, Mary Queen 
of Scot.a, then a prisoner, through streee o.nd throat, bad 
been ol,Jigc<l to resign hor Crown. And oo tbo night of 



Qucah ,lf ary's f/)scapa. 

2nd �In.y 15G8 she had planned to escape from tho Castle and 
if possible regain her freedom. At midnight, fifty horsemen 
lay ambushed in a valley, watching how things would go, 
not far from the Castle. At an appointed hour a solitary 
skiff shot out from the Castle. The chlef rower of the place 
in it nppeared to be a lady who was, it became apparent, 
no other than Queen l\Iary herseli. As it neared the shore the 
Queen herself stood up in the boat and waved her veil, which 
was the signal that she was there in the boat. And at the 
same moment, Douglas, one of the Queen's faithful at­
tendants, threw the large bunch of keys which he canied, 
into the Loch. These were the keys of the Castle. As the 
boat touched the strand, there galloped down to the water's 
edge a troop of soldiers, who had risen at a signal from their 
hiding-place among the hills. As the Queen stepped on to 
the shore, a small cloud of white smoke rose from the Castle, 
and the air shook with the thunder of guns, telling that the 
Queen's escape had been discovered. But the alarm came 
too late for its purpose, for the Queen was already among 
her own friends and followers on horseback and galloping 
towards Niddrie Castle, where she was soon to meet her 
loyal nobles, and was thus again at liberty. But it was not 
for long that Mary Queen of Scots retained the liberty 
she thus so dearly gained. For the hapless Queen was ere 
long recaptured and shortly became again a captive and so 
ended her life after a hasty trial, at the headsman's block. 

Losing all she had sought to gain and hold of royal 
dignity, and with it her life and estate, the sad and solemn 
story has its message to us on this distant day, which may 
be summed up in a single sentence of Holy Writ, which 
reads thus: "Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not be unpunished" (Prov. xi.· 21). And although the 
hapless Queen had many false friends leading her on to her 
hapless end, she was none the less guilty, and her hostility 
to the Gospel and the Word of God as faithfully spoken 
to her personally by John Knox, she cast aside and played 
into the hands of her Popish counsellors, who led her on 
toward he.r doom and then left her friendless, in the 
power of those who lured her on to her hapless end. The 
course and end of this gifted and attractive Queen, who sold 
herself to work evil and suffered for it, may well be heeded 
by o.lJ who, in spite of warnings and consoience-smltings of 
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onrlicr yciu-s, go on in thoir downward pu.Lh, o.gninat o.11 
conscicnce-smitings and warnings, surely recnll tho solemn 
words 0£ Proverbs xxL,. 1 : "He that being often reproved 
hru:deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
·without remedy." Take timely warning, render, and cc flee
from the wrath to come " to Christ, who, even at this late
hour, while the time of His mercy lasts, says, "Let the
wicked forsake his way. and the righteous man his thoughts,
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy
upon him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon"
(Isa. Iv. 7). But do not harden your heart and stifle the
smitings of your conscience, as did the hapless Queen,
deceived by her Popish instructors, and the deceits of her
own proud heart, and was so lured on stealthily to her
untimely end. A warning to all who turn their backs upon
the Word of God and the warnings of His true witnesses,
who would win and warn them from their evil way. And
this is surely being done by many, who in spite of all God's
solemn warnings given in the Word, pass on in pride and
self-will to a more sad and solemn end than the misguided
Queen of that ancient time.

The Saviour's Earnest Entreaty. 

O.u, turn yo, oh, tw·n ye, for why will ye die, 
,Vhen God in great mercy 1s coming so nigh ? 
Now J osus invites you, tho Spirit so.ya " Como I " 
And o.n�ola o.re waiting .to welcome you homo. 
How vwn tho dolUBion t-bo.t, while you delo.y, 
Your hen.rte mo.y grow better, yom· aha.ins molt o.wny. 
Como guilty, como wrotolled, come just us you nre, 
AJJ holploss oud dying, to Jesus repair. 
'fho sinner rotw·ning, He freely receives, 
'fhon, wLy wlll you not t.J.io glod mossu.go boliove t 
H sin bo your l,w-tlon, why will you not como t 
'TJ.s you Ho mo.koe wolcomo l:lo bids you como homo. 



The Lord's Last Message from Heaven. 

LAST words and parting messages are usually tron.aurc<l, 
heeded, and hold in honour. Thrice from Hie seat

on " the right hand of tho ihrono of God " (Heb. xii. 2), 
where He now is, the glorified Lord has spoken to men on 

earth His last messages in the words 
as recorded in Rev. xxii., "Behold, 
I come quickly" (Ver. 8); "Be­
hold, I come quickly" (Ver. 12) ; 

"Surely I come quickly" (Ver. 
20). These a.re the very last words 
of the Son of God from the highest 
heaven, where He is now enthroned. 
And they will be the very first to 
be fulfilled in all the chain of 
future events, which the written 

Word prepares us to expect in the future. The Lord will 
come according to His promise, to receive His people to 
Himself (John xiv. 3). This will be an event of untold 
magnificence and joy, to the redeemed. He will descend 
with a shout into "the air" (1 Thess. iv. 16), halting there. 
That shout of His, will awaken " all the dead in Christ," 
whose graves are scattered o'er the wide world and in the 
deep Reas. "In a moment," they will spring into bodily 
resurrection, glory and power. Death will have no more 
dominion over them, nor will the grave be able to retain 
them longer. The power of resurrection already applied to 
their souls, will then become operative in their bodies, and 
in the moment of the Lord's coming the whole of" the dead 
in Christ "-but no other-shall be raised incorruptible, in 
the full image of their Lord. Simultaneous with this 
majestic miracle of Almighty power, all who '· are alive and 
remain" alive in mortal flesh at that moment, shall be 
changed. Their bodies, now mortal and subject t.o death, 
will be fashioned like unto the body of Christ's glory (Phil. 
iii. 20) and "caught up in the clouds " to meet their return­
ing Lord "in the air," and so in that changed and glorified
state pase in with Him to the Heavenly Home, and eo "sh&ll
they be ever with the Lord." Glorious and blessed hope I
Bright and blessed prospect I All the result of grace, not
of merit, nor of works on their po.rt. Will the reader ha. ve
part in this glorious event t He must be saved by grau

now, to &bare in guwy then.



A Me01orable Springti01e; 
And how a Lifeless Professor was Converted to God. 

I went for a walh, by the Riuersido. 



A Memorable Springtime ; 

And how a Lifeless Professor was Converted to God. 

SO1\IE can relate the story of how the light of God's
Gospel shone into their hearts (2 Cor. iv. 6) in the 

midst of a Revival, in which many awakened and anxious 
souls were professedly being led to the Saviour, amid stirring 
scenes, calculated to cause excitement, which it is to be 
feared are too oft mistaken for Spiritual blessing. These 
in time evaporate, leaving nothing beyond an experience
which whatever it may be, is not the "new birth" (John 
iii. 3), and too often leaves the one who counts it as " con­
version" with nothing but a "profession," which having 
nothing beyond a "religious change" in it, passes away,
leaving the soul as it was before, without spiritual life, and 
probably more difficult to reach with the Gospel of Christ, 
which ·• is the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. i. 16)
than it was before. The " professor " is thus more hardened 
in conscience and less susceptible to the Word that con­
vinces of sin and calls the soul to " repentance toward 
God " and to " faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ " (Acts 
xx. 21), apart from which there can be no real conversion,
followed by godly living, such as all genuine Christians 
manifest, thus proving that they are the " workmanship of
God " (Eph. ii. 10).

It was when I was a young person of nineteen that I

made a profession of " believing in Jesus," as: the phrase 
goes, which in my case was nothing more than a belief that 
there was a Saviour and that all who believed that He died for 
sinners is saved, or will be, somehow, sometime. And 
making what is termed "a credible profession" I was 
counted a" convert to Christ." But beyond saying I was a 
Christian, I had no " experience " such as one apostle 
speaks of, as having been brought out from darlmess into 
God's marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 9), nor did I eA'J)erience 
anything like having been brought from "tho power of 
Satan unto God " (Acts L"<Vi. 18} as Paul says his Gospel 
brought those who received it. I knew nothing answering 
to these things in my experience. I " believed," but it was 
no personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as "the Son of 
God who loved me o.nd gave Himself for 1ne" (Gal. ii. 20). 
There were times when I heard searching preaching of t.he 
Word, that I wonderE.-d if over I had been really converted. 



A �ll�morabu Springtime. 

But when I looked around at others who were reckoned a.a 
being'' born of God'' (1 John v. 1) and sn.w that they were 
not different in their lives from what I was, I consoled myself 
that I wns as '' good o. Christian" as others, and thUB my 
years passed on. It was Springtime and the trees of the 
field were putting forth their spring leaves, and new life 
was manifesting itself all around. And some of the trees 
whose new life was shedding forth the old leaves of a former 
season, were witnessing the growth that was in them. I 
went a walk by the riverside not far from our home, and 
came upon an old man whom I had known as a gardener 
for years. As I came up to where he was pruning some 
trees growing by the riverside, he remarked, "It is a lovely 
Spring morning, and I see the new buds of spring are forcing 
off the old leaves that have clung to the trees all winter. 
But the new life is clearing them off now." And the aged 
man who was a well-known Christian of the old school, 
went on to say, "It is the new life of God in the soul, that 
forces off from its place in the conduct of true Christians the 
old habits they had in their unregenerate days.,, And then 
he earnestly added, " If we saw more of this among those 
who profess to belong to Christ, one would have more 
confidence in the reality of their conversion to God, followed 
by 'potting off

, 
old ways and habits, which do not be­

come a ' born again 
, 

person, in whom the life of God should 
be manifest, in shedding off those things that characterise 
the godless world and its people.

,, 
The old man said no 

more, but his words went to my conscience like a lance. I 
stood convicted of their truth and their application to 
myself. I professed to be a Christian and to have Divine 
life in me. But I could not point to any old leaves shed from 
my life or conduct, by the power of a new life that had come 
into my soul. Nor did I experience anything akin to the 
stopping off of old habits by the growth of the Chrjst life in 
me. I turned away from the speaker, and the fact flashed 
on my conscience that moment that I had nothing in my 
life to manifest that I had the Christ life in me, nothing in 
putting off old leaves to prove to others that I had been 
., born again." And from that day I concluded that I was 
a lifeless and Christless professor. A terrible O::\.'l}erience 
followed. It was a severe struggle, to come to the conclusion 
that I had ne,·cr been born of God at nU, but ha<l only 



A l\f emorabl� Springtime. 

bcoome n. professor of a Christianity I did not possess. 
Some days ln.tcr I onmo to sea myself us a lost sinner, and 
tab."1.Ilg my place before God as such, I cast mysell wholly 
upon Christ as 1ny personal Saviour, believing that He 
wns the One I needed to save me from my worldly life and 
then, and thus 

" Soon us my all I trusted 
To His atoning Blood; 

The Holy Spirit. entered, 
.And I wns born of Gou." 

How different my experience then, from my lifeless and 
Christless profession of the former years. I had true " peace 
mtb God " (Rom. v. 1) now, and the "life of God" in me 
wns a new power to enable me to "put off" old ways of 
worldliness and habits that my purged and enlightened 
conscience, taught by the Word of God, sho,,·ed me were 
unbecoming to one to whom "old things had passed away" 
and all t�ings had "become ne·w" (2 Cor. v. 17). l\Iay my 
solemn testimony of being religiously uncon,Terted, with a. 
profession of Christianity such as any worldling may have, 
apart from new life in Christ, begun by a" new birth," and 
manifested in a life of godliness according to the Word, 
shake out of their false profession others who are living as 
I was before the Lord shook me out of it and bl'ought me 
as a lost and guilty sinner, which I discovered myself to 
be, and really claim and rely "�holly on Christ, as the lost 
sinner's Saviour, and thus, as a saved one going forth to 
live for Him as every truly " born ngain " one assuredly 
will. 

Como, ye sinners, poor and wretchod, 
Now is the 11ccopted hour; 

Jesus ready ist.:mde to sa.vo you, 
Full of pity, love and power; 

Re is o.b)e, 
He iB willing; doubt no more. 

Come, ye wenry, heavy-la.don, 
Lost and ruined in the fuJI ; 

U you tarry till your'e better, 
You will never come at oll. 

Not the rigbteow,, 
Sirmff'• JotJ\l.8 cwne to cnll. 



The Hop-Picker's Conversion; 
Or, "What will take away the Love of Drink." 

A
H EHEFORD hop-gnrd<'n iH 11ot t..ho likclietiL pltwc• fur
n sinner to cliRrovcr hiH need of It , u.viour, or lo leur11 

tlw \\ny in which he t'nn br St'l,\'Ccl by grneu 1uHl Ht'l 011 the· 
rond lo uetn·rn. Yd Ruch wu-, the Hccnc. n11d t-11eh \\<'rt' 
tht' :--urtx)undin� i11 whit'l, ,Jcrrv f'ook di-.eo\·erl'd t lmt ht• 
,,.1:s n ·iuucr un�n\·t•d n11d 11111;n·p11red to 111eel llii-; Uud. 

lN A 1um1�rOHI) llUl' U.\llUJ.::N. 

Herc, tuu, hl· lrar11ct.l how tho 1111,H•r of ni11, nllcl e::;pccially 
of strong driltk, cun bo l>rokc11, n11d tho s<nil 1-1ct nt libcrt,y 
from its power to serve tho living nlld true God. 

,Jerry hn<l been out. o( work in his nuti\'O Col'ni::-h villugc 
for a whilr, nrn.l 01:1 110 prm1pcct of cmploymcllt.. scc1Ucd neut·, 
he, with n hulf-<lozcn othon;, lrn<l engngcd io go to the hnp­
picking for a month, i11 ihc hopo t.hut l>cltct· tilllct:! would 
come. And so tho.r went.. Anu Jerry had been to\J thnt 
if ho got. into other un<l more favoural,lo c11\'iromu1.mt{I, hu 
would l,c nl,lo to •• throw off" hIB lovo for <lrink, nnd begin 
to leud n llC'W nnu bc(tcr life. All such hopes ussu1110 thnt 
tho sinner ie his own mo.eter, that co.n turn ov01· l\ now lee\( 
and begin o. new lifo nt will. But thoso who hol<l such 
opinions, nnu tmok to bring thew to beo.1· upon otlmrs, 



Thi Hop-Plclur'J Convtriion. 

usually forget, that sin continued n.nd obeyed, until it be­
comes the law nnd the rule of tho sinner's lifo, is not so 
oosily cUsengn.ged of its hold, or broken away from in ita 
runstery. It needs God to break its fetters, nnd it is only 
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, heard, believed and 
recei\""'ed unto salvation that a sinner in reality becomes 
the Lord's freeman. And only by a new life received from God, 
and in u new strength imparted by God, is the slave of sin 
nnd the bondma.n of Satan delivered and set free to servo 
the God whose grace has saved him. Reformers and aJI 
who go in for the " betterment " of mankind, apart from a 
new birth, a new life imparted, and a new power in-dwelling, 
the soul, are bound to fail in their efforts to "raise the 
masses," for man in his ruined and unregenerate state 
"cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 8), nor in his own strength
or by his own efforts, live a " Christian life." 

Among the group of hop-pickers in that Hereford garden, 
a. few genuine Christian men, from that neighbourhood,
gaYe themselves to the service of "evn.ngelising,, the
workers, while the season lasted. They gave them Gospel
books to read, sang Gospel hymns during the hour of rest, 
and told the story of redeeming love in the quiet e,l'eningst

to all who would listen. And God blessed their t::ervice 
to many a weary and sin-burdened soul, to how· many, 
the day of Christ will tell. The attention of one of these 
Gospellers ·was especially drawn to ·Jen-y, the Cornishman, 
whose own confession was that he had " seen better days," 
that his father bad been a local preacher, hnd sought to 
bring his children up in the fear of .God, that seYeral were 
following in his steps, but as Jerry sadly admitted, he had 
taken his " own way "-as God declares " every one " (Isu.. 
liii. 6) haa done. "What you need, Jerry, is Christ; Christ
to save you from the mastery of sin, n.s well ns from it.s guilt.
And Christ to keep you day by day, all t.ho way. And He
is well able to do this, if you arc prepared to hand yourself
over to Him, and put your trust in His power." This was
n.ew to tho Comishmn.n. It was no longer himself keeping
bis pledges, but the Christ of God, first saving him by His
grace and power, then preservin.g him from the love of drink,
and keeping him walking in His ways. And Jerry before 
that hop-season was past, was a "born again,, man, and
he lives to prove that Christ is "mighty to snv-c," and 
"able to keep" all who trust Him. 



How a Weary Soul Found Rest. 
\ YOUNG lady, who had been religiously brought up, a. 

..:i member of the Church of Scotland, the elder daughter of 
a minister whose name wns well known throughout the church 
of which he bad been for half 0, century an honoured preacher 1 

was suddenly taken ill of a trouble which threatened to end 
her life. Although she had•been familiar with the doctrines 
of the Gospel, as they were commonly preached in that part 
of the country in which she lived, it became evi<lent, ns her 
illness assumed a. dangerous form, that she was not at peace 
with God as a "justified" sinner (Rom. v. 1), or bad any 
clear prospect of going to heaven should she die, as her 

i(OMEUNTO ME 
All YE THAT LABOUR 

AND ARE HEAVY LADEN 
AND 

WI Lt Gl¥E You REST 

physician warnec.l her she u1ight,, from her illncs8. Thell 
1:1ho began to interest herscU in the things of religion, as shl' 
had learned them. But although brought up in a. n1ini-,tcr's 
household, no one bud ever brought l>eforo her personally 
her need of ChriRt, or of being '' born again," u.s John iii. 3 
stat.ea all have to be.\, brfore they cun Eme tho II kingdom of 
God." \Vhen tho state of her soul us " without hriat, ,, 
(Epll. il. 12) became known to hol', sho bognn in eu.ruust to 
do whnt she considered needful in tho wn.y of " prop,u,�tion " 
to t.•ommrnd h<'r to Ood for HiR ncooph1tll'C1, dnUv 
prnyt'r read, from u, book lw1· fnt.lwt· ueotl in Uw t11.Ulroh 
eer\·iccs l\ltd oLhor o. croiace elio hll<l �von toltl wuulcl " l'I� 11 



How a Weary Soul Found Rut. 

her mind, and givo her "rest." But this hnd no offcot. Tho 
·• fenrful looking for judgment" (Heb. x. 27), weighed her
down nnd kept her sleepless through whole nights. Her stato
was so unhappy, that she opened her mind to a neighbour,
who was a Christian woman and at peace with Goel. It was
this lady who told the minister's aaughter that she feared she
was on the v.Tong track for peace, and seeking it where it
could not be found. "It is not for what you do, but for
what Jesus Christ has done already for you in which you arc
to get rest and peace with God," said this lady. .At first, tho
minister's daughter was inclined to th.ink this ad vice of a mere
housekeeper, who had not been theologically taught, might
be wrong-and the result of ignorance. But as the days went
by and still she had no rest to her troubled soul, she asked her
father-the minister of the parish-what he thought about
it. "\Vell," said the aged preacher, "the housekeeper may
see these things helter than I do, and since you find no rest
to your soul, in the things you have tried, you may, at
least, see what her way is, to get rid of your fears

J 
and so find

rest to your soul." \Vhen the housekeeper told the story
of her conversion next day, she quoted the words of 1\-In.tt.
xi. 28, in which Jesus says, " Come unto Me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest," and
remarked, " it is not the result of your efforts, but His gift
-' I ,rill give you rest.' This is not what you earn, but
what you receive from Him as HiR free gift." That word
was wJ1at opened the eyes of the minister's daughter to
the Lord's way, and "coniing to Him" just as she was, she
found rest as His Word had promised. Next morning, when
her father asked his daughter how it was with her, he was
told by his daughter she had found rest fr01n and ·in Christ,
and was at peace. The change from doing to receiving
had brought peace and true rest to her soul. Is the reader
seeking to find peace with God and rest of soul from his
own efforts. He will never find it thus. It is not by
workz'ng for it, but by receiving it from the Lord Jesus, who
says, "I will give you rest," to aJl who c01ne to Him, just
as tl,ey are, and in the language of the hymn says:-

" I cu.me Lo Jesus ns I wu.s,

\Voory u.nd worn ond sud, 
I found ir,, Him o. 1·esti.ng pine(', 

And Ho lu� mndo mo glllJ." 



The Yachtsman's Miscalculation; 
Or, Reckoning on a Day that he Never Saw. 

Salling Yachts, on the Holy loch. 



The Yachtsman's Miscalculation; 
Or, Reckoning on a Day that he Never Saw. 

A YOUNG Yachtsman, with a number of gay com­
panions, cast anchor in the Holy Loch on a summer 

afternoon, and started on a walking tour round the Loch, 
then lying in its calm, and loveliness. Having completed 
their afternoon's outing they returned to the yacht, and 
began to bathe in the warm waters of the Loch. This over, 
the young men started to enjoy themselves by crossing the 
Loch toward its further shores of TCilm1m, in what the 
villagers who saw them considered a foolhardy and reckless 
manner. And those who were accustomed to the naviga­
tion of the Loch, warned these young yachtsmen against it. 
For in these calm waters sudden storms frequently break 
forth, in which lives have been lost, and men more, skilled 
than these young yachtsmen, had been overtaken and 
enguHed. The chief of the party-and evidently the least 
acqua4lted with the navigation of the Loch-waving his 
hand to a companion on shore called out, loud enough to 
be heard all over the Loch side, "I'll see Kilmun, in spite 
of all the cowards who have warned me against crossing the 
Loch. I'll drop my anchor on that shore, and I'll come 
back to-morrow to show that hell itself, will not frighten me 
from my determination to stand on that shore." It was a 
foolhardy boast, and as the young yachtsman had been 
warned of the danger he incurred in hjs boast, some of the 
older and more experienced boatmen of the village shook their 
heads and whispered one to another, "We'll see, when he 
returns, whether all will be as well as he reckons." What 
actually happened is not, in its detail, known. But when 
the shades of night had fallen on the Loch, a yachtsman's 
cap was seen floating on the waters of the Loch, and nro..1; 
morning, the dead body of the young yachtsman was found 
on the Kilmun shore. He had reached it as he said he 
\vould, but not to boast of the foolish achievement. For he 
had entered Eternity as he was-I fear " without Christ " 
(Eph. ii. 12), and in his sins. When the news of the fool­
hardy action of the young yachtsman was told next day, 
and the boatman who had warned him of the danger he 
wa.a incurring, heard tho sad news of his untimely end, he 
said, " Aye, it was what I feared, when I so.w how reckless 
he was, and unwilling to take warning from those who have 



The Yachtsman's Miscalculation. 

lived nll their days on the Holy Loch's shores," and the 
aged boatman added in serious tones, "It is another case 
of ' He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall be suddenly destroyed, and that without remedy ' " 
(Prov. xxi�. 1) . .And the solemn incident had a sobering effect 
on all the yachtsmen of that season, and on the youth of the 
village, and, it is believed, caused some to think of Eternal 
realities, and to ask themselves, " Should I get a sudden 
call into the eternal world as that young yachtsman did,· 
how would it be with my soul 1 Am I ready to meet my 
God 1" 

Is the reader neglecting God's warning of the danger he 
is running, in living unsaved and without Christ 1 It is a 
real danger, I assure him, whether he thinks it so or not. 
Many, like that young yachtsman of the Holy Loch, refuse 
to listen to the solemn words of God and rush on to 
Eternity wholly unprepared to meet God, in their sins, 
"without Christ. 1' Is it wise to so act 1 When God says,
"Ile that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy" (Prov. 
xxix. 1), He means you to hear and heed His warning
words. There is an open heaven for all who want to be
there in God's way, and there is an open hell for all who
refuse that way. Call a halt. Face the facts. Turn to
the Lord now, and so be saved, and ready to meet Him
when the call into Eternity comes to you.

Passing onward, quickly puJ:1sing, 
Many on the d,nvnwo.1·c.l road; 

Careless of their souls immortal, 
Heeding not tho call of God, 

Passing onward-
Slighting et.ill the Saviour's blood. 

Pasi;ing onward, quickly passing, 
Time its counm will quickly run ; 

Still wo he1\r tho £ontl entreut.y 
or t,he over graoioUB One,­

Come, und welcome. 
'Tis by Me tho.t life is won. 



Christ is my Righteousness: 

The Last Testimony of a Sinner Saved by Grace. 

I 
HA. VE nothing of my own in which to appear before
my God, in whose presence I will very shortly stand. 

I have no righteousness which I can offer to God. " l\Iy 
own righteousness " (Phil. iii. 9) is of no value at all with 
Him. He tells me that the best, and all of it, is only as 
" filthy rags " (Isa. lxiv. 6) in His sight. "Filthy rags ! " 
How can I appear before a holy God in these ? I would 
only be driven from His presence into outer darkness if 
I stood in these. But I disown and disallow my own 
righteousness as a plea before my God. Of merit I have 
none. My works are imperfect and in fragments. �Iy 
religion is more in outward form than inward reality. 
It is no covering for my sin. I do not use it as a plea for 
mercy. I have learned from the Book of God of something 
infinitely better than the best that man can do, or give. 
\Vhat is this 1 That Goel, the God against whom I have 
Hinned, has provided a righteousness for me, one in which 
J have no part, to which I contribute no atom. It is in 
Christ, yea, it IS Christ. He who was my Surety, my 
'ubstitute on the Cross, dying for my sin, is raised from 

the dead and �ono up to God. He is my Righteousness up 
there. He who once took my sins upon Him, to expiate 
them by His death, is raised for my justification, and I 
own Him alone as my righteousness. I stand upon His 
merit. I wrn.p myseli around  in His worth. I claim the 
covering of Hi.a atoning death. I stand "tho rjghteousness 
of God in Him," in resurrection. I know that " in Him " 
I am accepted in the fu]l value of His work, with which my 
fa.ith identifies me, so that His is mine. 0 blossed title I 
0 sure acceptance I I go to God, not in my own, but in 
Christ's merit-'3, and in these I am as welcome to heaven as 
Ho. 



The Aged Voyager ; 

And His only Passport to Heaven. 

t N nged senfnr r, who hnd come through mo.ny stormy 
.. t\ ca" in tho yen.r::1 of his sea.faring life, wns nearing th<> 
de ired huxen in peace, o.fter a long lile in which he had 
many wonderful deliverances from dangers a.nd death. 
He foU11d his solace and his comfort in view of a near 
Eternity, in the \Vords of the Lord, which bis daughter 
:rend to him in life's lust hours, not "reposing" on his own 
good deeds nor in nny righteous acts which he had done, 
but wholly on the merits of wbo.t the Lord Jesus and tbe 

'' NCARING THE HAVEN." 

Thi. l,e,1utiful Plc-lUI'\' (In llvt rich colours) forms 1,hc Centrepkct! of 
" Llglit lo the Home" Cah:nllur, l !126. 

work that He bnd done for Him, and the salvation procured 
by His atoning death on the Cross, where He made peace by 
the Blood of the Cross" (Col. i. 20). And the nged mariner·s 
peace "flowed like o. river," not.bing disturbing or d�­
tracting his soul, even when he entered the " valley of the 
shadow of death " (Psa.. xxili. 4). And when one of his 
neighboors came in to visit o.nd to comiort him by reminding 
him of his "good life,•• the aged man beckoned him off, o.nd



The Agul T1oya.oer. 

said, " No, no, not in that. There is no passport to heaven 
in that, none nt n.U. I nm resting on the merits of my 
blessed Redeemer, who gave Himself for me as a sacrifice 
and by that He became my Saviour. I can trust in that. I 
do trust in Him and ' lippen ' wholly to His precious Blood, 
for it is the only sure passport for a sinner Jike me. And 
I know that God will never cast off any sinner who goes 
into His presence, disclaiming all personal merit but leaning 
only on the worth and work of Jesus Christ." And with this 
sure passport and anchor to his soul, the aged mariner 
crossed the Bar and entered the "Haven of Rest" for 
which he had got his passport many years before, when as 
a young voyager he " came to Jesus as he was," and in Him 
found rest to his soul, in the aU-atoning work of the "Son. 
of God," whom he knew anrl trusted as the One " who
loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20)-his o,l'"Jl 
personal Saviour. Does the reader know and trust the 
Saviour so 1 It will not do to mix your own merits, or trust 
in part to your own "good life," as a title to or a passport 
for God's holy heaven. It must be "Jesus Only," and 
Him wholly, disclaiming all personal righteousness, but 
resting entirely on the worth and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

" I need no other Sacrifice, 
I seek no other plea, 

It is enough that Jesus died, 
And that He died for me." 

Is this the reader's passport, with which he expects to 
be welcomed as a justified sinner in the presence of God, 
when he appears before Him, as his barque touches Eternity's 
shore 1

For 0, remember this, that nothing else will be regarded 
at the portal of the great Eternity, unto which we are all 
hastening, as of any value in the reckoning of God and 
heaven, but a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ, as tho 
Saviow· of your soul, and your only title and fitness for 
God's holy heaven, into which nothing that de.fileth can 
ever enter. 



A Great Mistake Discovered. 

F
OR over twenty years, I was misled regarding my own con,dition
before God. through a statement made by a popular and much­

praised preacher whom I went to hear preach in ruy youth. He said 
there would doubtless be II many in heaven, safe at last on the 
eternal shore, who bad all their lives lived in doubt and fear re­
garding their personal intere.c;t in Christ, and bad never known or 
enjoyed the assurance of their salvation." As that sentence fully 
described my condition, I was glad to grasp the teaching of this 
great man, and to console myseli that I might be one of those saved 
without knowing it, and be II all right at last." But what were the 
facts of the case? Simply this, that I had never been born again, 
never even seen my need of it, as a lost sinner in the sight of a holy 
God. Merci1ully, the plain and f aithiul testimony of a much­
slandered man of God was used to arouse me out of my religious 
sleep, to strip me of my self-righteousness, and to lead me to " Jesus 
Only " as my Saviour. Then I got the assurance of salvation from 
God's Word (John v. 24), and received the witness of the Spirit 
(Rom. viii. 17) that I was God's chlld. I fear there are many 
deceived as I was, by the utterly unscriptural doctrine that one 
may be a child of God, a sinner saved by grace, and yet not know 
it.. That t.hi.s doctrine should be preached and held out as a II hope " 
by spiritually blind men, is not to be wondered at. But that any 
who know the Gospel of God should, in any sense or in any measure, 
�sist in t.bc mislead:ng of souls by such teaching, is inexplicable. 
Yet it is done, and sinners are thereby misled, and hypocrites con­
firmed in their hypocrisy. Tho teaching of the Book of God is so 
plain and clear ou this matter, none meed mistake it. It says, "Ye 
must be born again " (J obn iu. 7�. And of all true 1:--:lievers the 
Word of Goel says, "Whoever bebcvclh that Jesus is the Christ 1s 
born o! God "(1 John v. 1). It also tells us that II The Spirit Himself 
bcaretb witnel9 with our spirit, that we ARI£ tbe children of God" 
(Rom. vUi, 17, R.V.). How is it with the reader to-day? It is a 
dangorou, thJng to expect to be in heavon, apart from being "born 
again," And all who hnvo experienced this great change know it, 
and have the witneu of God in thom of it (Rom viii. 16). 

t
'' Soon as my soul I trusted, 

'to J caua Christ the Lord, 
'fru, Holy Spirit entoretl,

And I wu born of God. 



Taking God at His Word. 

FAITH is taking God at His W orcl. It begins by bo­
lioving whnt God says nbout me as a sinner. When 

God sn.ys, "The heart is deceitfuJ above all things and 
desperately wicked " (Jor. xvii. 9), I believe God, although 

my own feelings and my own 
reason revolt against it. Yet 
Faith says, " Let God be true, 
but every man a liar " (Rom. 
iii. 4). When God says it is
'

1 not by works of righteous­
ness that we have done, but 
according to His mercy " (TituR 
ill. 5) that salvation comes to 
sinners, I accept His conditions, 
ho,vever much I may have 
" hoped " to get a recognition of 
what I have thought were my 
"good works." God knows in­
finitely better than I do, and I 
Low to His superior wisdom and 
take Him at His word, " By 

grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man shouJd 
boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9). When people listen to 'men's 
.; opinions " instead of letting God's Word settle their 
thoughts, or when they go by their own feelings instead of 
by what God saya in His Word, they get into all sorts of 
difficulties regarding their salvation. One has the opinion 
that "no one can know," another that we must "do the 
best we can," a third that "we must wait God's time," 
and so on. By simply taking God at His Word all is clear. 
God says, " Christ died for the ungodly " (Rom. v. 6) ; faith 
says-" that includes me." God says, "He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life" (John ill. 36) ; faith says­
I believe in the Son and I have life. Feelings come and go ; 
experiences change, but God and His Word abide the so.mo 
for ever. This is the true way of receiving God's salvation 
and the assurance of it and the Rook upon which it rests 
secure for ever. 



Billy the Miner, and his Last Bet. 

The Sorrowful Wife, awaited his return in fear. 



Billy the Miner, and His Last Bet. 

H
ARD as tho times were, and scarce as work was i.u
the coal mines of North Ayrshire that winter, the 

bar of a low public-house in the village was crowded at 
nights, and most of its patrons managed to spend as much 
money in it, as to bring them out at closing hour in an 
intoxicated conclition. It had long been a problem as to 
where these half-idle miners got the money to spend so 
freely in that infamous pub, or how their families fared in 
consequence of their prodigality and drunken habits. But 
there need have been no mystery at all on this score, for 
a walk along the miner's quarter in that wi·etched village 
would have shown, who were the real sufferers and at whose 
cost those drunken carousal� were carried on. The ill-fed, 
half-clad wives, with groups of barefoot and ill-conrlitioned 
children gazing wistfuUy toward the public-house in which 
husbands and fathers cc wasted " the money that should 
have brought them food and clothing, told the whole story. 
And yet nobody dared to speak out in exposure of the sin 
of those men who so callously neglected their families, nor 
to expose the shame of the publican and his partners who 
fo.ttened on the ruin of bis neighbours, body, soul, and 
circumstances. But God had llis eye upon the whole 
scene, and when things seemed to be at their worst, Hr 
1:1ent two fait.hful and fearless witnesses of His own to take 
their stand opposite tho door of that inf111nous bar, to wnrn 
siimora of "a judgment to come" (Acts L'\:iv. 26), and to 
uplift the Christ of God as tho Saviour, Rcdeomer, and 
Deliverer of these slaves of sin and So.tnn. Of oourso, tho 
wily publican gave opposition, and sought Lo enlist tho 
service of tho local police to " remove '' tho preo.ohors, nnd 
hired somo of his pat1·one, by giving thew drink, to oroal-o 



Bally tJUJ Mi-ner, and. His Last Bet. 

disturbance and provide a cause for putting a stop to the 
preaching. But, as has been proved time and again in such 
oiroumstances, " God is stronger than His foes," and oft 
uses the very " wrath of man " to subserve His purposes of 
meroy, and bring His Gospel to the ears of those who do 
not usually go to hear its joyful sound. 

Among those who frequented this bar for betting, as for 
drinlcing, was one named Billy, a miner, who was a victim to 
drink and an adept at gambling. But the publican could 
never get Billy to take any part in opposing the preachers. 
He always frankly and firmly refused. And to one of his 
companions he gave in confidence his reason for refusing 
to share in opposing the Gospel, "because his father was a 
preacher, and he had been brought up in that way." Alas 
for Billy ! He had not received it for his own salvation, 
and the mere knowledge of "the way" of it did not keep 
him from the love and practice of sin. But he admitted 
that the "saved people had the best of it," and declared 
t.hat if he could be convinced that there was " any chance 
for the like" of him, he would be one of them himself. 
This was told to the preachers, who sought an opportunity 
to reach Billy with the Gospel. And ere long they managed 
to do so. And the godless, drunken, gambling miner­
unlike many of the sober and self-righteous folk of the 
village-listened to the message. And before many days 
received it "unto his salvation" as Rom. i. 16 tells it even 
does to all who believe it. What a change was wrought in 
that man, and what a transformation in his home ! No 
longer a trembling wife afraid to hear his footsteps returning 
late at night from the "Bar," but a happy woman, saved by 
grace, was at the door to meet him with the question, "Any 
conversions to-night, father 1" to which the answer was, 
"Yes, a number, and bright ones, too." The night of Billy's 
conversion was the night of his last bet, and for years he 
has �one on following tho Lord and walking in " newness of
life' (Rom. vi. 4), in the place where he was so well known 
as a "slave to sin." Reader, God is able to save yetu, and 
He will do it, just now, and as you are, if you will oust 
yourseH wholly on Christ, who "came to save sinners" 
( l Tim. i. 15) and make of them " new creatures ,, in Christ. 
And the time for this is 1wu1 (2 Cor. vi. 2).



A FALSE START MAKES A WORSE ENDING. 

S
OME proochors pronch to plonRo theit· hoo.rors, nnd " a good
sem1on 11 in most irn�to.ncoR moans one ihnt hus nothing in it

to soorch the conscience or bring it into the light of Cod. Bui, there 
nre stiU somo who, like Paul, bofore Felix, the governor, reason of 
•· righteousness, tcmporunce, and judgment to come,, (Acts xx.iv. 25),
·with the ,;ew of producing conviction of sin and conversion to God.
It was such preaching tbnt was used to strip roe of a false religion,
o.nd lead me to see that I was not right with God. Tho preacher's
text wo.s, "Enter ye in at the strait gate 11 (Matt. vii. 13), and ho
mo.de it so plain that none could mistake it. He said unless one is
" born ago.in " he can neither " see " nor " enter " God's kingdom.
u A wrong beginning must have a bnd end, and a religion without 
the new birth must end at the door of hell," s11id the preacher. These 
,vords caused me to shake, for I had never lmown in personal experi­
ence what it was to be born of God. I heard others speak of it, but 
it was a thing unknO\vn to me. I had been religious from my youth. 
I became a church member at eighteen. I had taught in the unday 
School and sung in the church Choir, but I had no spiritual life in 
me. This I had now realised. And it was anything but a pleasant 
discovery. But it ·was true, and I owned it before God. 1y one 
desire then, was to be saved in God's way. I was not long in dark­
ness as to what His way is. When I turned to God's Book, there 
it was made known. I lmow it was not/ or my roligion or my works 
that I wouJd be forgiven for the past 11nd brought into the family 
of God. The words of Rom. v. I, "Being justified by faith we have 
pea�e with God through our Lord Jesus Christ," stood out before me 
in a way I had never understood them before. They showod me 
clearly that salvation is by grace on God's part, and through faith 
on mine, in virtue of the Christ who died. I cost myself wholly 
on His merit, I trusted my soul to Himself, a.nd I HAD pence 
there e.nd then. I have it now, and rejoice before God with the 
"joy of the justified, joy of the free." 

ACCEPTED IN CHRIST. 

Not in my righteousness is my title fou.ad, 
Nor in virtue of my works, much as they abound. 
In Obrist the Lord, in Him alone, my full acceptance atond.8. 
And in His Grace, He guidee me on, by His unerring hands. 



The Fisherman's Young Wife; 
Or, 11 I'm Glad our Jamie was Converted Last Year!" 

A LONG tbe ahoros of the l\'Ioray Firth there o.ro many 
llviUngca whoro fishor folk live n.nd spontl ihoir years in 
the dnngerous onlling of gn.t,horing in tho harvests of U10

dcop. Half n. century ngo, James Tm·nel', of Pci,erhend, 
preached the Gospel in all tho villages of this l'Ocky coast, 
und won many souls to tho Saviour. Ooo of the converts 
of that time--perhnps tho highest of them �ll-was a. young 

fiHhcnnu,n nnn10d Jamos Dinok, or cu; ho wuM familindy 
no.uicd o.rnoug tLo villagorH, " Daring Jim," bccnuse of his 
foarlcsH nature, before o.nd after hiH convoraion, in seeking 
to so.vo illo which wna often endangered in tho perils of lifo 
on tho seo.. And '' Jim Diack " o.f tor his conversion WD.8 
cq ualJy earnest ond diligent in seeking to roo.oh tho souls 
of his !cUows with tho st,ory of u. So.viow·'8 Jovo, whioh ho.<l 
won bht own bNirt in hiR onrly yoa,rs. And iL WM whilo in 
q uo�t of tho ttoul of ouo of tho ilifhor Jo.dB of h.w uu.Uvo villngo 



Tl&e Ji'ishorman'a Youno lVifa. 

of Findoohty that ho wo.tJ drowned by tho oupaizing of hi.8 
boat on a stormy night at sea, just outside the hn.rbour of 
}mdoohty. \Vhen the sad news was carried to � young 
wife by his ngcd mother, who was a Christjan woman, she 
wns overwhelmed with sorrow and would not be comforted, 
w1til a companion of her late husband told the story of how 
his last words heard by the fishermen who was in the boat 
with him, and saw rum sink in the stormy sea, which, as 
fishermen say, was (( rWllling mountains high " that dreaclf ul 
nig1it. " He went down singing, ' l\Iy anchor holds within 
the vail,' and for the last half-hour before the Nancy Lee­
the name of the fishing boat-sank, he was busy pointing an 
anxious soul to the Saviour," said his partner in the Nancy 
Lee. And when the aged mother heard that of her noble 
and Christian son, she said, " I am glad that from last 
year when James Turner preached in Findochty he was 
converted to God to live for his Lord." And as the aged 
mother wiped her tears away, she spoke as a word of comfort 
to her daughter-in-law, " Oh, Mary, what would it hae been 
if we didna ken that when the Nancy Lee went doon, Jamie 
gaed up, to be with the Lord who he loved, to be in heaven 1 " 
And that consoled the young widow and brought a new 
light into her sorrowing heart, so that she was able to 
become a comforter to her aged mother-in-law for many 
days. And it was known to all in Findochty that the young 
widow and her aged mother-in-law were used in leading many 
of the fisher folk of that village to Christ, to find in Him their 
Saviour. In after years that young \Vidow, whose husband's 
body sank near the entrance to the harbour, on that day 
when his soul " went up " to be " with Christ " in heaven, 
became an honoured soul-winner there, and the fisher folk 
of the village for many years used to say, "It was that, 
that kept her so calm and peaceful, when she would have 
been overwhelmed in sorrow." And the simple fisher folk 
would say in tho years that followed, " It was her assurance 
of Jamie Diack being in heaven, that took her thoughts 
from tho deep-sea grave in which her husband had sunk, 
aud rawed her thoughts to heaven, whither he had gone." 
And God used he1: testj1nony to lead many young widows in 
U10 villago to Olll'ist to Jind in Him salvation, rest n.nd peo.oe. 
l◄"or when ono's own soul is at rest in the certoluty of a
lo,1t'd one being in heavon, it becomes tho g1·ou.toab motive
iu thc.1111 winnlng other� to tho till.mo Saviour.



The Faith that Brings Salvation. 

T
HE question is often asked by

people when they begin to con• 
i:;idcr their state before God. _i\nd 
the language of theology with its 
many definitions of faith does not 
tend to help such inquirers to an 
understanding of what God means 
when He says, " By Grace arc ye 
sa vcd, through faith ; and that not of 
yourselvcs,it is the giftof God"(Eph. 
ii. 8). �7hen people read such a
text as this, it raises in many

minds the question : What is Faith, and how is it to be pro­
cured? l\Iany think it is something to be gained or merited 
by their religion, and so they set themselves to acquire it, 
or to bring themselves into a state in which they may receive 
it. But this is not saving faith. It is not something 
worked for or won, that brings God's salvation to the soul. 
Nor is in rcligion or any of its fruits that provides it. Many 
are waiting to get faith, which they seem to think is a pre­
mium, for which when they provide it, God gives salvation 
in return. But this is not so. "Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17). The Word 
of God tells of Christ, sets Him and His Word before the 
sinner, .os the cause of his salvation. It uplights the 
Saviour, as Moses lifted up the brazen serpent on the pole, 
in the day that the people were dying in the camp from the 
poisonous bite of the serpents. And it bids the sinner 
look away from himself and all that he is, to Christ for 
salvation, "Look unto :lrlE and be ye saved "(Isa. xlv. 22), is 
the word. And when the sinner looks away from his 
religion, his righteousness, and his own attempts to save 
himself, to Christ alone, depending simply and solely on Him 
and his Word, he is saved, at once, not by his looking, but by 
the Saviour he looks to, believes on, and trusts. Does the 
receiver thus believe, on, rely upon, and look to Christ 1 
This is Saving Faith. 

" What Jesus is and that alone, ill Faith's dolightfu1 ploo, 
It never rests in sinlul sell, nor ri,ghteoua sell in me." 
It reate its all on His shed blood, the Lomb who onco wwt ttlam, 
It freely truata His aaving pou,v:r, and aaya, ' 1 l'm bom ago.in." 



A Question of Vital Interest to You. 

I
'l' is n quosf·,ion wo m.ust, all fnoo ono day, n.nd it is w II
to do so now. Lifo is abort. It iR compared in tho 

Biblo to " n.n hnnclbrenth " (Pt1u. xxxix. 5), to u. " shadow 
tlmt continucth not'' (Job. xiv. 2). "Swifter than a. 

weaver's shuttle " (Job. vii. 
6), in its flight, at1 " sparkH 
fly upwo.rd" (Job. v. 7) in 
its brevity. And then comcl:3 
death. Not to extinguish the 
human being, not to deprive 
him of existence, but to 
hurry him from the present 
life to the life beyond. For 
the record of the eternal 
Word on this, is full and final, 
and cannot be disputed. 
"It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but AFTER 1ur •

THE JUDOl\IEN'r " (Heb. ix.

27). So there is no place for 
doubt regarding a life beyond 

the present, and a judgment of men and things beyond 
death. God bas revealed it, assured us of it (Acts xvii. 31), 
and made known the fact, that what has been done and lived 
in the present life, will be brought up for judgment at the 
bar of God in the life to come. As it is WTittcn: "For all 
these things God will bring thee into judgment" (Eccles. 
xi. 9). ".For God shn.ll bring every man into judgment
with every secret thing, whether it be good or evil " (Eccles.
xii. 14), " and there is nothing bid that shall not be known "
(Matt. x. 26). How solemn, then, how vital is the question.
'' How long have I to live 1 " Can I afford to trifle ,vith
the brief, uncertain life, by which 1 am kept iu the present
world-a thread so thin, that it may be snapped at uny
moment 1 And once this life is ended, all opportunities of
dealing with God respecting His Son, the God-sent Saviour,
who "came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15) will
be pMt, for there will be no gospel of salvation proolailued 
beyond the grave, and no further extension of God's day of 
grace and salvation, when the last breath is drawn a.nd death 
severs the soul from the body. Reader, in view of the o 
solemn faota, do you consider it safe to spend your hours in 
neglect of your soul, and in rejection of God'ij imlvu.tiou I



A Young Typist's Story. 

A Young Typist's Story. 



A Young Typist's Story. 

I 
WAS the only child of godly parents, and was brought
up in the knowledge of God's \Vord, thn.t tells of the need 

of the conversion of n.11, godless and others n.like. For it 
was ,rell rwig into my ears in my early days that apart from 
a uNew Birth, , none are true Christians and fit for God's
kingdom here or to enter heaven hereafter. As my parents 
were Christians of the ancient type-a people apart from 
the world, its pleasures and its popular Religions-I had not 
been accustomed to go out with or to mingle among ungodly 
companions in society. I was actually a Christian by pro­
fe.sfilon and in conduct, like Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee, out­
wardlv blameless in life. So much was this the case that I 
often ·reproved my fellow-clerkesses in the office, because of 
the.ir ,,orldly ,vays in going to theatres and other such places 
of amusement. For I considered it to be "inconsistent" for 
those professing a form of Godliness to mix with such 
worldly pleasures as most did then, and do more so now, 
without reproof, or even blame. For whatever people 
claim in what they call " liberty '' in these things, my early 
upbringing had taught me that these things are not con­
sistent with a " profession " of Christianity. And this I 
still believe to be what tho Bible teaches, to be comely for 
those claiming to be Christians, although I fear it is larg,ely 
" out of fashion " with many in our time. With all this 
Bible knowledge in theory, I was "unregenerate,>' and while 
in outer life and conduct I had the reputation of being a 
" consistent Christian," and many of my equals called me a 
very "strict" one, I felt in my own soul that I yet lacked 
the "one thing needful " : that is, I lacked Divine Life in 
my soul, and was often convinced that it was so. But 
having been among " Christians " all my years, from my 
childhood, and no one had ever spoken to me as one " with­
out Christ" (Eph. ii. 13) or even suspected that I yet 
needed to be born again. Indeed, most of my companions 
believed and some of them so.id, that I was an'' exemplary" 
Christian girl. So my life went on much as it had done for 
years, and might have been as it was still, had not a com­
panion in the same offico that I was a clerkess in said to me 
one day as we sat side by sido at a desk writing, " I wish, 
1,Iary, that I was like you, for I believe that you are a 
Christian, i! there is one on earth. You are so strict in all 



A Young Typiat'11 Storv, 

t.hnt you profoRa t.o bo, And I roapoot yon !or your con­
ttist<'nay. '' Thn,i snying wunt to my oonsoionco like au
nrrow, nnd I ho.cl io say Lo my follow-clorkoss, what I had
noYor snid boforo to any ono. "Mary, I nm not counting
on my good lilo to gnin me n, p]aco in heaven, for I know
that it is said in the Bible, 'Except your righteousncHs,
oxoecd that of the Pha.risees, you shall in no wise enter tho
kingdom of heaven' " (Mn.tt. v. 20). These words camo
from my lips quite unawares, for although I hnd read them
of ten enough, or hen.rd them quoted by my parents, I never
before really took them directly t6 myself, or thought that
t.hey applied to nie. Yet there I was, quoting them against
myself. And for the first time in my life, I felt that they
npplied definitely to myself, and tho Spirit of God-as I
see it now-used these searching words of tho Lord's, to
convince me that I was.not a true Christian, and that I still
Jacked t.he essential that, makes one a Child of God and an
heir of heaven-that is to be "born again" and have tho
life of Christ in me. From that hour onward, I came to
the definite conclusion that I had " neither part or lot "
in true ChriBtianity, and the next time that my fellow­
clerkess and I spoke of these things together I told her
that she was not to call me or consider me to be a Child of
God, and one "saved by grace" (Eph. ii. 8), for I had dis­
covered that I was not so, and would take my place ns " a
sinner " before God and own myself to be the " chief of
sinners " (1 Tim. i. 15), and no longer claim or allow others
to give me credit for being what I _was not, and never had been
-a consistent Christian or a real Christian in the sight of Gou.
Once I had reached this point and owned myself to he a
"lost " sinner, without "hope " (Eph. ii. 12), I found that
tho very name that is hated by niost who havo a religious
vrofcssion gave me the title to believe that Ghrist died for
me. And casting away all the credit that others gave me
for my" consistency" w a Christian, I took the lost sinner's
place q,nd claimed the lost sinner's Saviour; and I had
t/ien and there "peace with God, through our Lord Jesu�
Christ'' (Rom. v. 1). For many days after my conversion
to God I wont on Hinging day nnd night, tho words :-

.. l tnko Lho guilty sinner� 110mo,

The guilty sinners Su.viow· clalm." 



Immediate Salvation by Grace. 

THE Gospel proclaims a free salvation by the grace of
God to all manlcind, and an immediate, joyful posses­

�ion of it, in all who believe. It is not a mere "hope " 
of salvation on some future day, that the Gospel brings 
to men. It is God's salvation as a. present, personal posse·­
sion, and a blessed enjoyment in t,he soul. It is of such a 
salvation that the apostle testifies, when he say of himself 
and of Timothy, "God, who HA.TH saved us " (2 Tim. 1. 

, 9). It is of an immediate and present salvation that he 
writes to the Ephesians in the words, " By grace ARE ye 
saved through faith" (Epb. ii. 8). And to the question of 
the awakenerl jailer of Philippi, " What must I do to be 
saved 1 "-the definite and decided answer was given, 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou SH.ALT be 
saved " (Acts xvi. 30, 31). There is no room left for doubt 
on a matter so vital and so important as this. God speaks 
with a fu1ness and n. precision that none neeu mistake. 
How comes it then that so many have no certainty and no 
enjoyment of a present and a personal salvation 1 Just 
because they do not take God's way. They listen to man 
and not to God. They allow themselves to be misguided 
by some of the devices of man's imagination and not by 
the Word of the blessed God. l\'.Ian has his Gospels (?} 
many. But "the Gospel of God" is the only message 
which is of any real value to a sinner. Tens of thousand· 
have proved it so, and are living in the daily enjoyment 
of the immediate and present salvation which it proclaims 
to "every creature" (Mark xvi. 15). If you would be 
saved now, reader, make God and His Word alone yonr 
confidence, nnd you will not be misled. To the many 
discordant voices in the world of religion, close your ear, 
and listen to God's Word. He is always right. His Word 
is truth. And " they that hear it shall live." Have you 
heard, and do you believe the Gospel as sent by God to 
you., to-day 'l 



The Western Islander: His Deligion and His Hope. 

I
N tho ,vcstcrn Isles, off the west con.st of Scotland, tho
inhu.bitnnts o.re n. bo.rdy and '" dogged rnco. Intensely 

religious. a,ccording to their own beliefs, but unwilling to 
nccept any faith differing from wbat their fathers have 
handed down to them. This, while it preveut.s them from 
being led awny by " new fangled" doctrines or theories 
of human invention often prevents them from receh·ing 
the blessings thnt the Gospel of Christ brings to them, and 
the assurance of personal salvation it imparts to all who 
bow to the full and plnin teachings of the \Vorel of God. 

A CROFT ON TU!:: U!W U OF MULL. 

A notable example of this came to my kuowlccltro some 
weeks ago which l pa s on for tho beuofi.t of others who 
may be held in bondage and spiritual darkness from the 
same cause, as the young Hebridian of my story. 

A young landowner, belonging to the Island of hill, lh·iug 
in a quiet, comfortable home on this bleak autl lono i ·lc, 
came on a vist to relatives on the l::)oottish rnainlnud, o. fow 
summers ago on holiday. He was a well-educated and mond 
young man, well acquainted with the Bible, which bo had 
read in the Gaelic language from his youth, u, do otC'd 
Presbyterian of tho old school in theology, nud n.blo lo 
discuss all "knotty " point,s in dootl'iuo, ospeoinlly t �

connected with " EleoUon" and u Roprobn.tion II ll::i lb 
Western ffighfo..nde1·s aro taught those mysto1·ious doctrine 
from their ''fa.there" and hold tenaciously to thorn, with 
surprising resul�. The relatives of this young Dlt\.n from 



TM lalanm1' of Mull. 

Mull were in the habit of having what the Scottish fo]k of 
these Western IsJes call cc Family Worship," which consists, 
usually, in the reading of a chapter of the Bible, the 
singing of a PsaJm, and the rending of a Prayer from the 
Presbyterian Prayer Book before retiring at night. This 
custom is still continued among the Western Islanders with 
much devotion, but they do not scruple to finish up their 
evening's devotions with a heated argument on points on 
which �hey differ from their fellow islanders, often arguing 
on points well into the night. So a night was fixed and 
an hour chosen, in which the " theological student " 
of Mull would set forth his " beliefs " before an 
audience of his fell ow islanders. People came from far 
and near to hear it, for few things please a Western 
Islander better than an argument on some theological 
hair-splitting subject. The young student, being a 
l\lull man by birth, was given the premier place in the 
discussion, and his "points," which he considered to be 
" unanswerable " by any opponent, were briefly as follows : 
If a man is to saved he must be one of the " elect." If he 
bas the good fortune to so be, it will be saved, sometime, 
somehow, either here or hereafter; but if he is not, one 
destined by the Almighty as "elect," he will not and cann,ot

be saved, however much he. desires" it." Such, in brief, was 
the theology of the student from tho Island of Mull. And 
the people " applauded " it and considered it to be cc grand." 
When one asked a.t the close if anybody had ever known 
of a single soul on tho island being brought to Christ as a 
result of this type of preaching, there was no reply given. 
But an aged fisherman, one considered an authority on 
" orthodoxy " by the islanders, said to me : " Na, na ; 
there's naebody here 'good enough' to say they a.re saved. 
But we a' hope to be, on tho Judgment Day, when ane will 
have the samo chance as another, an' what is awanting to 
gie tho needed weight tae our shortcomings, tho Lord will 
make up Himsel'." I had never heard before, the bald 
statement of salvation by workR ao fairly made as I did 
that day. But I am safe in saying that whoever mo.kes 
such a statement, docs not know the sinner's need, nor has 
he yet had even a glance of the Gospel of Ohrist, which is 
the pasa of Ood unto salvation Lo every om, thaL belie,·otla 
(Rom. 1. HJ). 



There is No Salvation in Religion. 

17 OU may think this is a trange saying, but it is never-
1 theless true. There is no salva,tion in religion. No 
matter what kind of religion you have, it cannot save your 
oul. It mll not provide you with a title to heaven. No­

body ever became a, hristian or went to heaven, by religion. 
There is a vast difference between having a religion and 

having Christ-a vast difference. Cain had a religion; he 
brought an offering to God's altar, but he had no Christ ; he 
--aw no need of a sacrifice to atone for his sin. His religion 
was floral, appealing to the senses-as the religion of many a 
man is to-day-but there was nothing in it acceptab1c to 
God, nothing in it to atone for sin. So God bad •• no 
respect" to Cain's religion. He rejected it' 

Nicodemus had a religion, and he was a very learned 
man, yet the Lord Jesus told him-" Except a ma,n be

born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God" (John iii. 
3), and this astonished him greatly. 

aul of Tarsus had a religion, and excelled his equals in 
his devotion to it, yet he was, as he tells us himself, an 
enemy of God and an ignorant unbeliever (1 Tim. i. 13). 
If any man could have earned a title to heaven by religion, 
Saul of Tarsus was that man, but he did not. Neither will

you, for there is no salvation, no merit, no gaining favour 
with God, by being religious. Your religion may help you 
down to hell, btii it will never raise you to heaven. C}ll'ist 
alone is the sinner's Saviour. Christ, apart from man's 
religion, in spite of man's sin. His blood can cleanse. 
His power can deliver. He is willing to save: His is able 
to keep. Reader, if you would be saved, cast your religion 
from you, and as a guilty sinner claim Christ as your personal 
Saviour. If yon cling to your religion, no matter whether 
Romanist, Protestant, Churchman, or Dissenter, and reject 
Christ, you will perish eternally. God ha-s declared it. 



A Great Gospel Statement. 

H
.AD the Son of God come to earth to live in kingly
state, it might wellJhave caused wonder. Had tho

Lord of heaven come down to the world to rule and reign
over it, this would have been a wonder in humiliation I But

the greatest wonder of
all wonders is, that
'' Christ Jesus came
into the world to save
sinners " (I Tim. i. 15).
And in order to accom­
plish this as God re­
quired it, " Christ died
for the ungodly '' (Rom.
v. 6). Mark it well,
reader, and consider
what it means. It was

not for the good and gentle, not for the righteous and 
amiable among the sons of men, but for "the ungodly" 
that Christ died. And His death was to procure their 
salvation. He died " the Just for the unjust," to bring 
them to God (I Peter iii. 18). This was a necessity. Sin 
had separated God and man. There was a record and a 
sentence against the sinner, in the courts of Divine justice. 
This had to be met, ere grace could come in righteousness. 
"The wages of sin is death " (Rom. vi. 23), and " Christ 
died for the ungodly." Faith appropriates this. It 
accepts the death of a Surety, sayiug " He was wounded 
for our (my) transgressions; He was bruised for our (my) 
iniquities " (Isa. lili. 5). In virtue of Christ's death, life 
is now proclaimed in the Gospel, and " \Vhosoever believeth 
in Him, shall not perish but HA VE everlasting life " (John 
ill. 15). Have you got life through His death. It has been 
procured for you, it is now presented to you in the Gospel, 
ns " the free gift of God ., (Rom. ,ri. 23). And cc He that
hath the Son hath life" (1 John v. 11) in present possession 
and enjoyment, ns the W or<l deoln,1·es. Equally sure is tilt' 
\Yord, "He that beliovctb not the Sou, SHALL NO'l' seo life,
but the wrath of God u.bideth on him (John ill. 30). 'rh<' 
freo gift of God 6 for all. But only suoh as w�lcouw 
it, and thank God as its Giver, n.ro sufo in Christ (or a.lJ 
eternity. 



The Village Blacksmith: 

And How He was Converted to God. 
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A Country 8/achsmith at Worh. 



The Village Blacksmith: 

And How He was Converted to God. 

A
COUNTRY smithy, is not a place where one expect.a to
hear much of religious discussion or even of moral con­

versation. The clang of hammers, the continual coming and 
going of farm servants with horses to be shod, agricultural 
instruments to sharpen or mend, and the general talk of 
rough and uncouth farm-labourers, make up the usual 
programme of a rural blacksmith's workshop. Yet this 
particular smithy, was the scene that forenoon of a heated 
controversy between a young Divinity student, the son of 
the village parson, and the horny-handed young blacksmith, 
who was engaged shoeing a horse, brought into the smithy 
that day. And while the operation of horse-shoeing was in 
progress, a warm discussion had been going on between the 
Divinity student who had brought in his father's horse to 
be shod, and the apprentice blacksmith, who was attending 
to this homely work. The beginning of the discussion was a 
remark made by the student, about certain preachings that 
had been going on at a hall in the neighbouring village, where 
it was alleged that " ignorant fishermen " had been allowed 
to conduct meetings at which young men from the farms 
around, had behaved so unbecomingly, that the village black­
smith had said if that sort of conduct was to continue he 
would open his "smithy," and have it seated with forms or 
such benches a.a it would hold, so that he could control the 
conduct of those who came to hear the preaching, for he 
believed that, although the " fisherman evangelist " who 
was carrying on the meetings in the village hall had never 
been at" College," he was doing more good by his peaching, 
than "all the learned Divines" of that country-side. And, 
said the blacksmith, pointing to his apprentice, who was 
shoeing the Divinity student's horse, " This young man is 
one of the fruits of the fisherman's preaching, for he has been 
converted to God by means of it, and his changed life is the 
best evidence of his conversion." At this, the young black­
smith spoke up, and said, " Aye, that's true, and it ,vns 
what I heard from that 'ignorant fisherman ' that brought 
me to the Lord, and from Hini I received salvation, and by 
His Word I knew it,'' said the young blacksmith candidly. 

"This kind of preaching, whether it was from a 'College 
student ' or an unlettered fisherman, is surely the kind that 



1.'lw Villuuo JJwcl:amiil,. 

'Ul.i olmps ' nood." "And it would be a mercy to Inds euoh 
as I was, if we had more of it heron.bout," added the bla,ok. 
smith's apprentice. "It would do tho people more good 
than tho learned but pointless talk we hear in ' the Kirks,' 
in which I sat for four years without learning my need as a 
sinner, or hearing the way of God's salvation," added the 
old bla,oksmith. This roused the ire of the Divinity student, 
who waited impatiently for his horse being shod. JUBt as 
ho mnde to leave, the aged blacksmith, who had been 
listening to the conversation, quietly broke in by saying, 
'' If it is not too much to expect from a Divinity student to 
come to such o. place as my workshop on Sunday night, I 
will look for you, to hear the fisherman's Gospel, which was 
the means of my apprentice's conversion a few weeks ago," 
and in his simplicity the old blacksmith added, gravely, 
"And God can make it the means of yours, too."· A general 
laugh followed the idea of the young parson going to a 
blacksmith's workshop to hear an " uneducated " fisherman 
preach there. But the student did go, and he heard there 
what he had not learned at "College," that be was a "lost 
sinner" (Luke xix. 10), and that it was for such as he, that 
" Christ Jesus came into the world to savo " ( I. Tim. 1-15). 
And to that country-side's astonishment he was saved the 
following Sunday night, and openly confessed it (Rom. x. 0). 
And for many years has proved by a godly life and walk, that 
it is real. And he often tcUs that it needed to be brought 
to Jwn that way, to humble his pddo, and take him to hear 
tho Gospel from "an uneducated fisherman" in a black­
smith's shop prea,ohing Cluist, to bring him to know his 
need, and to tho Saviour Who "rooeiveth sinners" (Luko 
xv. 2), even the '

4 chief " (I. 'fim. 1-15). Has tho reaclor
learned this and is he " saved " himself yet 1

1'hat you need to be saved there is no doubt. "For all 
have sinned, and oomo short of the glory of God" (Rom. 
iii. 2). That Oo<l has provided u.nd sent H.is salvation for
yoa is oqun.Jly su.ro. And that you may havo it now, on
God's terms and n-e His "free gilt" (Rom. vi. 23) is o.a
certain ae that the young blacksmith �ot it and WM suro
of it Ly tho Word of God (John v. 24) is as truo for you as 
it was for hirn that day. Tho only open question is, Aro 
you ready to accept it us a sinner, now an<l o.s you a.re 1 



How I got Assurance of Salvation. 

F
OR fourteen years, I bad been concerned about my salvation, nt
times deeply. But there always was this difficulty : How 

can I know that my sins are forgiven, that my soul is saved ? I 
heard others say that they were saved, and that their sins were 
forgiven. But how they came to know and be assured of this, I could 
never find out. That they bad some revelation, or special assurance 
�ven to them I thou�ht was certain, But it never came to me. So 
I remained much as before, sometimes getting hopeless, and on the 
verge of desp:lir. A series of meetings ,,,.as being be]d in our village. 
And at the close of each Service, there were after meetings. Not 
many remained, for people did not like being asked question! 
regarding their personal salv?tion. One evening, after a very 
solemn and searching address, two ladies in the seat near to me 
remained, and I summoned courage and sat still. A visitor from 
another village, a friend of the preacher who was there that night, 
asked if I" enjoyed the blessedness of sins forgiven ? " I answered, 
"I fear not." "\Veil," he said," there is no reason why you should 
not. Do you believe that you are a sinner, and that Christ died 
for your sins on Calvary?" "Yes, I am sure o( both," I saiJ. 
•• And do you rest your soul on Christ and His work alone, as your
only plea, not on anything you have done or can do, to please God ? "
he asked. "Yes, I do," I sa.id. "Well, will you read these words,
and tel1 me if they are true of yo" ? " be said, handing me his Bible,
which was open at Isaiah xliv. 22. I read aloud, " I have blotted
oat as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins;
return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." He evidently saw that
I was uncertain what to answer, and remarked : " You have just to
make a personal appropriation of that word to yourself, and put
in your own name in place of the 'thy.' That is faith." In a
moment I saw it all. The thing I bad long wanted to know, was
there before me in God's own words. To me, and to every sinner
believing on His Son, God has written, " I have blotted out THY 

tranagres.,ions.'' and I bad simply and only to take His Word to
myself, and to rest on what He says. I did so that night, and the
peace that came to me as the result of that faith (Rom. v. 1) I have
enjoyed now for many years. It was that personal appropriation that 
dJcl It. Thia ia what many need, to give them OIU:turunoo of salvotion. 

Wa point to a Subttlitute dying, 

� 
The Slnlea■, for sinners like you ; 

Oh, soul, on Ilia merits relying, 
Como, prove that Goa•• motisngo OJ LI ue. 



On Loch Riddon's Shore. 

T
HlS Jo,·t·ly sen. loch in Argyloshire, lying o.mi<l rugged
l>onuty, opening from the fo.mous Kyles of Bute,

t'xtcncling to the mouth of Glenro.udel, is o. favourite resort 
of Yisitors and those on holiday in the summer time. Anc.l 
1unny a worn o.nd weary worker, from the busy city of 
Glasgow goes there, to seek rest and refreshing on its shores. 

It was on a lovely Spring afternoon some years ago, that 
two :-young lady Glasgow milliners from one of the busy

LOCU UIDDON, ARGYLLSlllRE. 

warchou8es of thn.t city, started for a one-day holiday on
Loch Ri<ldon shores. They ha<l just fiuishcd a busy season 
in the great commercial city, and had been attending some 
Eva,ngclistic �footings, held during the winter wonths in 
that district of Glasgow in which they lodged. And tho 
\Vord of the Lor<l, faithfully <loclarod, had nrou�cd them to 
thoughts of eternal thingH, and the absorbing question in the 
minds of both of the young wo.rehousewomen waa "whoro 



shnll I spend Eternity 1 '' "Let us have a quiet walk along 
Looh Riddon's shore" said the older of tho two companions, 
11 for I have heard it said that on a matter like what is engng­
i.ng our thoughts at present, we need time to reflect on and
consider who.t we have been hearing at the Meetings for the 
past week. I am so apt to forget what the preacher has 
said, and I feel that I need to get away from the turmoil of 
the city, and have time to consider what we heard preached to 
us during these meetings." cc That is just how it is with me 
also, Nellie," said her companion, "I shall gladly go with 
you a sail up the Kyles to-morrow." And so, the two girls 
went off at one of the piers of Loch Riddon, and began their 
quiet walk along its shore. "The difficulty with me" said 
the elder girl " is this, I cannot understand how any one can 
be sure of salvation here and now." "I had always thought 
it was only in the Day of Judgment that people came to know 
they are saved," said her companion. "But the evangelist 
who was preaching on Sunday night said, that he knew and 
was as sure of his salvation now and had been for twelve 
years, ever since he learned from John v. 24 that 'hath

everlasting life ' meant that be has a present possession of 
it, now not a mere hope to be realised in the day of Judgment," 
said the other girl. " Suppose we should take out our Bibles 
and read that verse again, as the evangelist said, for it wns 
the title-deed ' of his own salvation.' " So the two girls rend 
slowly as they walked along Loch Riddon's shore, the words 
of John iii. 16 and also of John v. 24, and n new light from 
these verses came into their hearts (2 Cor. iv. 31), the light of 
"the Gospel of the Glory of Christ." And they both welcomed 
it, as that Word from the Lord gave it to them, nnd they 
th-en and there passed in their own souls for their pcl'sonnl
salvation that day "from death, unto life

,, 
(John v. 24). 

And neither of the two have doubted their personal salva­
tion since, but rejoice in it with "joy unspeakable ,

, 
(1 Pet.

i. 9). If the reader would have this same certainty nnd
assurance of salvation, the }V ord of God must be his trust,
and the work of Christ, the ground of his certainty, not tho
fancica and feelings of his experiences which ohnnge like Uw
weather. "But the \Vonl of the Lord " upon whioh tlw
believer rests, changes not, but euuw·oth for ovt'r (1 l\•t.
i. 24). And to that \Vor<l he ruay como and cowo nguiu,
to find it as o. ltock that cu.nnot be ruovod.



The True Ground of Peace. 

T
HE kue ground of ponce with God is tho finishod work of Chritit,
whjch He nccomplishocl for us whon He died upon tho CroRH. 

There i8 a work begun in the belioving sinner l>y the Spirit when lw 
comes to the Lord Jesus as a sinner, and receives Hirn a-a his 'aviour·; 
but this work is not complete, nor will it be, until the coming of tho 
Lord. But it is not upon this unfinished work of the Spirit in the 
boliever that bis poace depends: it is upon tho finished work of 

hrist. It is on account of what Christ did for us on Calvary t.hnt. 
Ood is so.tisfiod, not on o.ccow1t of somet.hing being dono by us or 
in us. It wo.s by " the blood of His Cross " thu.t Olu·ist mndo peo.co, 
and it is by virtue of that blood that tho sins of all who uoliovo 
ho.vo boon for over put away, blotted out, to be romemberod by Cotl 
no moro. l\io.ny Jn,ok peace because tl1ey look in, and o.ro continuo.lly 
occupiec.J with thoir fro.mos and foolings, inst.end of with tho Porson 
and work of Clu·ist. Ono day they o.re peaceful o.nd huppy, tho noxt 
uncertain and unsatiafiod, just us they find thoir atuLo wit.hin. nut 
tho true source of pouce is the finished work of hritst,, and by lookiug 
out o.nd oft unto Jesus, peace £lows like o. river. Simply und t1wcot.ly 
the l1y11m ho.a it--

" J lieut· t,ho wonli; of lovo; l gnzo upon I.ho Blood, 
1 t:1ee tho mighty :::iucrific:o, u.nd 1 hu.i:c pouco with Uou." 

Saved to Serve. 

Not o. tittle of work 
Till you're saved from your si.us, 

For tltnt's jUHt ihe point 
\Vhore I.rue service IJegim,, 

\\'hen t.he co11Hcicnco ia 6ur1,tou 
And tho houri, is mndo glnd, 

And tho Hpil'it aot f t·co 
Tlao.t u.fot'Ot.imo wuH 1md. 

\\'hon you 1·0Ht. upon 'hr·iHL 
Aud 011 wl11LI, I lo liui-. du110, 

'J'hon you will IJo ltnppy 
A ml l'oucly to nm, 

Ju tho pntla of 11 iH HOrViL·O,
'l'hougli ruggotl u.nJ rough 

'Titt Lho tiorvioo of J osutt, 
Auel I.hut lt:1 onough. 



There is a Day of Wrath to Come. 

T
O-DAY, ns o.11 through tho presont Goepol age, Ood is

noting in grace toward mankind. He is sending 
forth the Good News of a present, free, and full salvation 
to all men of all nations in the Name of His Son, Jesus 

Christ, and in virtue of the ransom 
He gave "/<Yr all " (1 Tim. ii. 6) 
when He gave Himself a so.orifice on 
the Cross. Grace is salvation­
bringing unto all (Tit. ii. 11), without 
exception, so that none need perish 
however vile or guilty. The invitation 
to come and " reason " with God 
(Isa. i. 18), is to the very "chief of 
sinners" (1 Tim. i. 13), even although 
their sins may be glaring like the 
glow of scarlet, or deep as the dye of 
" crimson." God is " ready to 
pardon" (N�h. ix. 17) and "mighty 

to save" (Isa. lxili. 1). Thousands have proved it so. They 
came to Goel confessing their guilt (Rom. iii. 19), owning their 
vileness (Job. xl. 4) and casting themselves wholly on God's 
mercy, as manifested in the propitiation (Luke xviii. 13 
R.V.) of His Son (Rom. iii. 25), trusting in His finished
work on Calvary (John xix. 31) for their salvation. To all
such, the assuring Word of God is, "All that believe ARE

justified from all things " (Acts xiii. 39). But some
" refuse " (Heb. xii. 25) the remedy provided, and " despise ''
(Acts xiii. 40) the forgiveness proclaim.eel in Jesus' Name.
On them and on all who neglect or reject the Saviour of
God's providing, "wrath" is yet " to come." And come
it will, as sure]y as God has said it in His Word (Col. iii. 6).
It has long been delayed, for God willeth not that any
should perish " (2 Pet. iii. 9). But this " long-suffering II of
God has its limit, and when the last hour of God's for­
bearance strikes, His wrath will burst without mercy, and
first on those who now reject His salvation, as made known
in the Gospel. Render, how is it with you, in God's sight
to-day 1 Have you received His Christ, believed His Gospel,
and now rejoice in Hie Salvation ns the assured posse&:1ion
of your soul 1 Or do you still trifle, still despise, stiJJ
neglect this grace, risking judgment and defying "wrnth
to come'' I



Widow Black's Conversion at 

Sixty-five. 

·'Eventide .•



Widow Black's Conversion at Sixty-five. 

u J \VAS forty-fivo yon.rs o. member of the Church, bcforo I
knew that I had to be born again. I had read the Lor<l'a 

words to Nicodemus 1nany a time, but I never thought they 
applied to me. I considered myself a very religious woman. 
\Ve had 'Family Worship' in our house morning and 
night. Things went on like this, until a neighbour came 
in one day and told me she had been converted : that she 
knew all her sins were forgiven, and that God had given her 
eternal life. I shook my head, said I feared she had been 
hearing 'error,' and that I would 'tell the ministe.r.' I 
brought him down to see her next afternoon, and he said 
she had been misled, that nobody could be sure in this life 
that they were saved, and asked her to remember tho Para­
phrase which says-

' High is the rank we now possess, 
And higher we shall rise ; 

Though ,vho.t we shall hereafter be 
Is hid from mortal eyes.' 

The woman smiled, and said she was as sure of salvation as 
God's Word could make her, and aaded-' Surely you must 
be terribly in the dark, if you think that is the meaning of the 
paraphrase. It says nothing about salvation being "hid"
by God ; but the devil does blind folks' eyes, and hides it from 
them.' I was angry at the woman for speaking to the 
minister in that way, but I could not forget her ·words. I 
thought to myself-' maybe she's right after all.' I could 
not rest, but wont back, and asked her to tell me her 
' opinions.' ' Read your Bible,' she sai<l, ' you will get God's
opinions there. Never mind what I say, or what your 
ministers say, but see what God says.' I went straight home, 
took my Bible and sat down, determined to find out if I 
could, what God had to say about it. I came upon this verso 
-' But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
hi the Christ, and that believing ye might have life through 
His Name ' (John xx. 31). 'l'hat was something now to ruo 
-' '!'hat believing ye rnight !,ave life ' : nnd then I rcntl, 
' Theso things ho.vo I w1·ittcn unto you t.ho.t believe ou tho 
Namo of the Son of God, that ye mu.y /.."11ow tltat yo /,at•e 
clcrt�ctl life ' (1 John v. 13). I tmw lho wholo way of li!o iu 
o. moment. It was not roligion 1 

it wns not Sabbn.th-kL-oping, 



H' idou, JJluck's Com·crdio11 ul Si.cly-flue. 

it wn� bclioviug on Cli.rist I tho.t gn.vo life ' ; nn<l it, wu.s uot 
• hid Irow mortal oyes ' but w1·itteo in 1 John v. 13, that nil
who <lo believe may I 

know ' that Llioy ' have eternal life.'
Th book tells me I am saved, and o.ltbough I cannot sco to
read it now, my grandchild reads it daily to me, and I prail:>o
tho Lord for His wonderful love to mo."

President Lincoln's Pardon. 

I 
tl10 c.lork dnys of the American Civil vVo.r a. well to do citizon of 

t..he outh offered his s�n·ices to the Southern army. He was 
sent by his General as n, spy to the North, and while thus engnge<l ho 

wos caught, court-cnol'tin]ed, and sentenced to death. \Vhile o.woit-
.-----....._ ing execution he spent the time railing

/.,,. "- against Abrabn.m Lincoln, whom ho 
� \ blamed for his death sentence. Ono

morning an officer entered his ceU. 

\ 

The condemned man thinking the hour 
of his execution had come, burst into a 
passion of rage, calling Lincoln by 
every vile name his lips could frame. 

j 

When his rage had subsided the officer 
handed him a paper. He opened it 
with n, trembling band and eagerly 
read it. It was a. pardon signed by 

, Abraham Lincoln. He was t.o go free, 
to return to his wife and his family. 
The roan wns be,Yilclered. He couJ<l 
not believe it. The vory mun whom 110

reckoned his enemy had hen.rd of h iti 
case, o.nd in grace used his power to 

ABRA.B.A)l LINCOLN. arrest the course of just ice and set 
the gu.iJty free. The effect of that net was to change the mnu':i 
thoughts, to melt rus heart, n.nd e\'or after ho o,,Tocu !'resident 
Lincoln the best friend he over hnd. \,Vl1en D. L. Moody prooehcd 
in the to",n where he lived, he found that mu,n nn nctivo Cliritit.inn 
worker. The grnce of Gou ha<l changed his thoughts uud won 
his heart to Christ as well. Herein we have 0, puroble. How 
many have hard, wrong thoughts of God. They think Ho lllltes 
them, pursues them o.nd seeks their dllJll.JlD.tion. In the Gospel 
God is revealed aa loving sinners (Rom. v. 8). The proof of it 
us that He gave "His only begotten Son" (John iii. 16). \ hem 
God's Jove is believed (l JohD iv. 16), and His Son receivcJ (John 
i. 12), t.he heart iB won, the man is con\'erted, tw-nod to Gou
( I Thoss. i. 0), and instead of ho.ting Ood his lipB confo� "\\'o
lovo Him bocouae Ho first lovod ua,. (1 John iv. 19). Do you
know anything of such nn oxporienoo? Ho.vo you bC'oD convertoo
to G<>u t.luough l"C'COidng .liht gm.co o.nu becoUl..Ulg a f�ssor of
His 8Blvn.tion 7 You do not ueocl to w,ut for Oou • gm o or 
llis pardon until you lovo Him.. Ho lo,·oa �"ou, O.Jlll. lill.11 �nt. llia 
good new1 of aa!Vt1tion to you. Ouly rocoh-o i�. 



The Fact of Sin. 

S
PECULATION h; rife n.mong n certain class LIB to 1r tho
orjgin of evil." Tuey wnnt to know whcro sin cnUJe from, 

why it wnH permitted to enter the world, nnd who i. rcspon­
sil,le. \\'Len this is discovered-if it over i8 to tho autis­
fnct ion of tbcao superior thinkers-tho next proble1n will 
poi;.qjb)y bo how to get rid of it. In ot1.r huwblo opinion the 
lntter is tho more in1poriant1 

n.nd to it we gi,c our attention. 
\Vhcn a house is found to be on fire, we do not sit down uu<l 
HJH.•culato ns to wbnt was tho origin of tho firo, but rather 
work with all our might to oxtinguisb it. Tho fact of ain i8 
tlcnr to everybody. It is bore nnd doing its deadly work. 
Nobo<ly will surely <lcny that. God assumes it in nil .His 
dl'nlings with men. Death nffinns it. The judgment will 
pruvo it. Redemption by the cross of Christ i8 the great 
witness to tho foct of sin, nncl the need of o.tonomcnt Godwn.rcl 
I or its guilt and of man's dclivernnco from its power. 1'ho 
Uospel tolls how Ood bas dealt with sin, what Christ bas dono 
to remove it, und how sinners may be saved from its cliro 
pC'nolty, and delivered from its power and practise. The 
Luub of God nppe.arod to "put a,vay sin" as it stood bc­
foro God lil<O n barrier hindering tho outflow of His mercy, 
nml Ho clid this by "the sacrifice of Himself 1

1 (Heb. Lx. 2U). 
This sncrifico has been accepted by God as atonement for 
sin, nnd as " n. rnnsom " (Matt. xx. 28) for sinners. Tho 
Gospel proclaims " remissiom of sins " (Acts x. 44), to all 
who belieYe, and freedom from sin's dominion and mnstcry 
to n.ll who receive Christ and own Him n.s their great Deliverer 
(Rom. vi. 6-8). Tho believing sinner knows his sins " arc 
forgiven " (l John ii. 12)

1 
that ho already bas redemption 

through tho blood of Christ (Eph. i. 7), and ho stnnds in tho 
enjoyment of that liberty with which Christ mukcs His 
pcoplo freo (Gal v. 1). AnJ thus rt'liovc<l of sin's penalty 
u.n<l ucliv0rc<l from sin's powor ho looks onwLm.l to tho d1\y
when ho Hhnll bl;) completely Irco from sin'::1 presence within
and aroW1d.



Memorials of a Great Battle: 

Fought over Five Hundred Year• Ago. 

O
N August 12, 1332, a grent battle wns fought between
tho troops of Edward Bnliol and his "downhearted 

Barons ,, to the number of 3000 foot n.nd 600 horsemen, who 
met tho Earl of l\Iar, who was then Regent of Scotlnutl. Ho 
was slain in the battle, with 13,000 of his soldiers. Tho only 
memorial of this great loss of human life that remains to-day, 
is a. rude cross that stands on a hillside surrounded by n. 
cowIDon fence (as sho"'rn in our engraving) a-, it is to-day . 

...... 

Til.E DUPJ•WN cnoss, A LO!{E MEMORIAL. 

The men who lost their lives ancl their reputations on that 
ancient battlefield arc all quite forgotten. Their memory and 
their deeds arc forgotten, and the only remaining relic of 
the war that cost them their li,es is a solitary cross, standing 
alone, on the spot whcro they fell on the side of that hillside 
over five centuries ago. These warriors of tho distruit past 
who may ho.ve been much applauded at tho ti.mo by those 
on whogc behalf they fought and laid down their livc3. 
But they are o.11 forgotten long ago, and the place that knew 



Ale'lll�1rfol q/ f.l Orra.l /Jutlle. 

them, knows thom no moro. Such la Lbo wu.y of U.10 world. 
Its heroes und tlwir fumo periijh with thorn. Not MO wi.th 
lhoso who fight tho untUos of the Lor<l. Thuy will be hcJ<l 
in overlnsting rcmombranco in hoaven and on earth. If you 
do not want your namo to bo forgotten, thon have it 
" written in heaven " (Luke x. 20) as ono of the Lord'H 
rcdccmod ones who are saved by grace and now live as 
good soldiers of Jesus. 

Tho world's honours, like its joys and pleasures, are only 
for a senson, and that a short one. The only honour that 
is worth possessing is to have the honour of hearing tho 
Lord's "well done," which He will assuredly give on tho 
day of the judgment scat to all who have stood true to 
Him and His Word here in the world where He WBB " de­
spised and rejected of men.

,, 

And this honour belongs alone to those who have received 
Christ as their Saviour and owned Him as their Lord here. 
'fhe "coward," who is afraid to own and confess His Name 
lest ho be " scoffed " at as a Christian and lose caste with 
the Godless world, will end his days on earth as a forgoLten 
worldli11g and pass into Eternity a lost, soul, to reap the 
results of his godless life and untimely death. Among those 
who while they may gain the world will lose their souls and 
be cast out from God's heaven and its eternal joys, which 
the redeemed will share, never to fade away or to be for­
gotten. Is the reader one who is a possessor of these abiding 
and eternal b]essings 1 And arf) they his to-do.y 1 

'fhe Saviour loves uU i;i.uiul soult:t, 
1"01· tlu,m ll.l.lf Lifo-bloou gu., e, 

\Vhen on tho cros1:1 He l,lod onJ died; 
1''or Ho thoir tK>uht wou.JJ suvo. 

How i,wooi to know auch wondrous gruoo, 
Transoouding all Leforo ; 

A Su.vour's blood, a Suviour'a love I 
Woll may our sou.Le udore I 

Tho vilest sinner horo muy come; 
Salvution now jg free; 

Ji'or Christ hna finiHhod nil tho work, 
U pun tho Bhumol ul trco. 

Cume, tsirurnrH, iww, wl1ouvt;r will, 
Am.I WklO tho llvwg blJ'OUUl:

\Voll., of talvatlon Jwre ol,uumJ, 
AiuJ. ovtir iluw I.row ilhu. 



On the Rock: Not Fine Feelings. 

T
HERE are many who believe themselves to be Christians, because
oi what they feel. They had an �pe-rience of some sort, which 

they regard as their conversion. It may have come in some season 
of Revival, when the Spirit of God was working mightily Others, 
convicted of sin, owning their ruin and co1ifessing their helpless­
ness to save or help to save themselves, cast themselves solely on 
Christ as their Redeemer and Saviour, and were born of God. They 
entered into the enjoyment of " Peace with God," as Romans v. 1 
informs us, as the result of "being justified by faith," "justified 
from all things " (Acts xiH. 39) in virtue of the blood of Christ 
(Rom. v. 9) once shed for their ransom. They became "children 
of God 11 (1 John i. 12) having received Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour, and with their mouths confessed Him as their Lord (Rom. 
x.. 9). And the result is, they are "filled with all joy and peace 
in believing " (Rom. xv. 13). All this is truly blessed. But there 
are others who have no such "settled peace," simply because they 
have no such faith in Christ Jesus. They had been awakened to 
see something of their need. They discovered that all was not as 
it ought to be, between their souls and God. But they never reached 
the point of a definite faith in the Son of God. They have not believed 
the record that God gave of His Son (1 John v. 12-13). They have 
no experience of being born of God (John i. 12-13). They felt differ­
ent for a time, and it. may be they confessed themselves as being 
"converted." But this in fact they are not. It was only a change of 
feelings, not of relationship toward God. For a time, their changed 
feelings gave them satisfaction. But there was no new file implanted, 
no seal of the Spirit (Eph. i. 13) marking them as true sons of God 
(Gal. iv. 4). The first severe test, revealed that the life of God was 
not in them. And their aiter-li!e ha.s manifested that they are not 
" in Christ." This is a common danger, and has terrible con­
sequences. It is of great personal interest to all, to see that they 
are on the right foundation, on Christ alone. He only is THB RocK, 
upon which the soul can rost, sooure. 

Where to Look for Peace. 

Look not within tor peacc,-
\Vitllin there's nought to cheer; 
Look oil to Christ, and find release 
From sin, a.nd sell, [Uld fear ; 
He gives the joy ol gins forgiven, 
And guides the lrwlint soul to heaven. 



A Closing Appeal. 

A
ND 110w, dettr rcttder, we have reached the close of
nnothcr ycnr, and must pen our pal'ting word-our Jo.at 

n.ppcal. Tho onward march of tiwo reminds us that we are
nearing eternity, thnt grcut forevoc·, into which wo wust
sooner or Inter pnss. The closing year hns seen the birth ancl
den.th of thommnds. The grave has closed o'er many a loved

nnd well-known face. 
Pla ymat e s  a ncl 
school - fellows ha vo 
been taken from our 
side and laid in the 
dust of death. Death 
has received the 
bodies, and be�l or 
parn.dise tho sou.Is of 
these departed ones. 

:Momentous thought I And the hour is in the future, 
nigh or distant, when it shall be so with yo,u. Yes, you, 
your very self, shall meet and deal with these great 
realities. Your body and your soul must one <lny p nrt 
company too, ancl mortal life must end. Weeping friends 
will bury your body in the dust, but what about your 
soul? Where will it go 1 Not to death, not to sleep. It 
will go to paradise to bo with Christ, or to the boll of <lopnrtcd 
lost o.nes-the hncles of the damned. Its present condition 
determines where. Is it saved or not 1 Hns tho precious 
bloocl of Christ cleansecl its guilty Btnins away, und fitted 
it to dwell in His holy presence 1 'fhis is the nlJ-i.Juportnnt 
question, and with all tho car·nc::itness of our being, we 
urge on you to face it. How cnn you go to tho houso 
of mirth and mingle in tho scene of pleasure with o. tioul 
unsaved-a. soul wtllt for hoavcn 1 How cu.u you sing nnu 
e1nile, n.nd enjoy life with the sword of judgment unsheathed 
above your head, and tho flamo of au over-burning hell 
l>oneo.th your f cet 1 Arc these tliings renl 1 Y ca, they 1uo
tho voritios of Goel, who cannot lie. They aro roa.l as God ia
real. Thon o.rou1:iu tlwo, 0, umllioidctl ono. Timo w quiokly
flying. Its sane.ls o.ro sinking fnst. Don.Lu is hovering 1�l,ovo.
Tho judgmont-thro110 is looming uhoucl. Etieruity lknwiug
near. 80011 1 vory soon, tho ua.y of gt·uco will uml, nml your

last ohunuo will thon l,o go110. 11 Tho Limo it3 short,." Awnko
to tho otornnl i.nl.orodl.tt of thy soul 01·0 iL Lo too ltitu. Notu

.iB tho goltlon momout. Clu·u.L � rotwy Lo su,vo you uow.
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