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NOTE.

One of the Editors of the “ FrangaisF a Catholic

newspaper, had asked the writer of these pages
for information about 11 the Brethren, their

Doctrine,” &c.

The author thus expresses himself in a letter to
a friend : “ I have given him in all simplicity what
he asked me for. He avowed himself a Catholic

and devoted to Catholicism. His letter was simple

and honest. I replied to him as a Christian ’’—and

a little further on- “ I felt that my part was to be

a Christian, there as elsewhere.”
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LETTER TO MONS. B
Editor of the “ FrangaisE

1878.
Dear  S i r ,

My reply to the letter which you were good
enough to address to me has been delayed by
unceasing work which has left me no leisure. I
have no difficulty as to informing you what my
belief is, but a public newspaper is scarcely the
place where I should wish to use my pen. I
believe that the Christian calling is a heavenly one,
that the Christian is not of the world as His Master
is not of it, and that he is placed down here as an
epistle of Christ to manifest the life of Jesus
amongst men, whilst waiting for the Lord to come
to take him to be with Himself in the glory.

As Editor of the “ Frangais ” you will quite
understand that articles written in order to incul
cate such principles as these would little suit a
political newspaper. Now I live only for these
things — a life feebly realised I am quite ready to
confess— but I live only for them. However, I
will communicate to you what appears to interest
you, namely, what has led me, and others with me,
to take up the position in which we find ourselves
as Christians. . ■

It is well perhaps, in view of the infidelity which
Is spreading everywhere, to begin by saying that 1
hold, and I can add that we firmly hold, all the
foundations of the Christian faith— the divinity o
the Father, of the Son,, and of the Holy Ghost, one
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God, eternally blessed— the divinity and h
the Lord Jesus, two natures in one perso of
urrection and His glorification at the rmiTTk res '
God the presence of the Holy Ghost here beW
having descended on the day of Pente ow »
return of the Lord Jesus according to Tr;C ° S '"' e
We believe also that the Father in His po

ron \1Se -
sent the Son to accomplish the work of reden f S

and grace towards men — that the Son came in tW
same love, to accomplish it, and that He h
finished the work which the Father gave Him to F
on earth. We believe that He has made pronit°
iation for our sins, and that after having accomp
lished it, Fie ascended to heaven—-the High Priest
seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Other truths are connected with these, such as
the miraculous birth of the Saviour, who was
absolutely without sin— and yet others ; but, you
will readily understand, Sir, that my object is not to
give a course of lectures or a theological summary,
but to make it quite clear that it is in nowise on
the giving up of the great foundations of the
Christian faith that our position is based. Anyone
who would deny one or other of these fundamental
truths would not be received amongst us, and
anyone who, being amongst us, adopted some
doctrine which would undermine one or other of
these same truths would be excluded, but only
after all proper means to bring him back to the
truth had been exhausted. For although these
are dogmas, we hold them as essential to living
faith and to salvation, to the spiritual and Christian
life of which we live as born of God.

But you wish, Sir, to know not only the grea
truths which we hold in common with others, u
also what distinguishes us from others.

Now, without in the least professing to gi 6

course of Christian doctrine in connection wi
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. u tbs I have J ust  poised out, I am anxious,
•deed I would heartily desire, to set them forth as
the foundation, recognising as true Christians and
members of the body of Christ all those, who by
the grace of God, and by the operation of the Holy
Ghost who has been given to them, truly believe
these things in their souls. Converted by the grace
of God, I spent six or seven years under the rod of
the law, feeling that Christ was the only Saviour,
but not being able to say that I possessed Him, or
that I was saved by Him  —fasting, praying, giving
alms — always good things when done spiritually—
but not possessing peace, whilst at the same time
feeling that if the Son of God had Himself forgiven
me, I owed myself to Him—my body, soul, and
means. At length God gave me to understand that
I was in Christ, united to Him by the Holy Ghost
— “ At that day ye shall know that I am in My
Father, and ye in Me, and I in you.” (John xiv. 20),
which means that when the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter, should have come, the disciples would
know these things. With this were connected
other blessed and reassuring truths — “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus.”  — Rom. viii. 1.

The promise of the Spirit is given to all those
who have part in the remission of their sins,
for “ h e  that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”
■—1 Cor. vi. 17. Hence Christians are temples of
the Holy Ghost — “Your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost who is in you.” — 1 Cor. vi. 19.

I should say that at this time the Word of God
became for me an absolute authority as to faith and
practice, not that I had doubted it previously, but
it had now become such from conviction, implanted
y God Himself in my heart. In this way the

assurance of salvation through the work of Christ,
e presence of the Holy Ghost dwelling in us, by
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whom l t  having believed, ye have been sealed for
the day of redemption. (Eph. i. 13, 14), salvation,
known and possessed, and this indwelling of the
Holy Ghost giving us the assurance of it, constitute
the normal state of the Christian. He is no longer
of this world, save to pass through it peacefully,
doing the will of God. Bought with a great price,
he is to glorify God in his conduct.

This brings in the thought of the Church and of
its unity. Bor me the body of Christ was now
composed of those who were united by the Holy
Ghost to the Head—Christ in heaven. If we were
seated in the heavenly places in Christ (“ Even
when we were dead in sins hath He
quickened us together with Christ—by grace ye are
saved.” —Eph. ii. 1, 5) what were we still waiting
for? Eor Christ to come to place us up there in
fact. “ I  will come again ” said the Lord/ 4 and
receive you unto Myself ; that where I am, there ye
may be also ’’—John xiv. 3. “ Our citizenship is in
heaven ; from whence also we look for the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our
body of humiliation into conformity to His  body
of glory”—Phil. iii. 20, 21. We have been con
verted “ T o  wait for His Son from heaven.”—
1 Thess i 9 10.

Hence the presence of the Holy Ghost dwelling
in him, and the attitude of waiting for the Lord
constitute the normal state of the Christian. But
all those who possess this Spirit are, by that very
fact, one body. “ Eor by one Spirit are we all
baptised into one body” — 1 Cor. xii. 13. Now,
this baptism took place on the day of Pentecost.
f ‘Ye shall be baptised with the Iloly Ghost not
many days hence.”—Acts. i. 5.

All those around me had not reached that point,
at any rate they did not profess to have, and it  was
easy, reading Acts ii. and iv., to see how far we
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had got from what G o d  had set  UP on the earth.
Where was I to look for the Church? I gave up
Anglicanism as not being it. Rome, at the beginning
{ my conversion, had not failed to attract me.

But the tenth chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews
had made that impossible for me :  “For by one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified . ■ . . .  . . N o w  where remission

f these is, there is  no more offering for sin”—
Heb. x. 14, 18-

Then again it rendered impossible the idea of a
sacrificing priesthood down here between me and
God ; seeing that our position, as the result of the
work of Christ, is that we have direct access to God
in all confidence. “ Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to  enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus.”— Heb.  x. 19.

I am stating facts, Sir ; I am not entering into
controversy : but faith in an accomplished salvation,
and, later on the consciousness that I possessed
it, hindered me from turning in that direction;
whilst having grasped the fact of the unity of
the body of Christ, the various dissenting sects
no longer attracted me. As to the unity to
which, as we all know Rome pretends, I found
everything in ruins. The most ancient Churches
did not want to have anything to say to her, nor
did Protestants either, so that the great majority
of those who profess Christianity are outside her
pale. On the other hand, it was not a question of
seeking this unity amongst the Protestant sects.
Besides, whatever their ecclesiastical position might
be, most of those who call themselves Christians
are of the world, just as much as a pagan might be.

Now the 12th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the
Corinthians shows clearly that there is a Church
formed on the earth by the descent of the Holy
Ghost. “ F o r  by one Spirit are we all baptised
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Shepherd—John x. 12, 28.
But this is not all : the apostle Paul,  bidding

farewell to the faithful of Asia, said, “ I know this,
that after my departing shall grevious wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock, and of your
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them.”  —
Acts xx. 29, 30. Jude declares that already in
bis time, deceitful men had crept in among the
Christians, and, which is of all importance, they are
marked out as being the object of the judgment of
the Lord when He comes again. “Cer ta in  men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained
to this condemnation, ungodly men.” “ T h e  Lord
cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute
judgment upon all.”—Jude 4 & 15.

These men were corrupters within the Church
but there will be those who will entirely abandon

faith> . “ Little children,” says the
hni i i0 .,11 ’ 18 le t ime:  and as ye
fc ■>»» i
is the IssHin * h T? S :  we IW i t
1 John H 18, They Went out  from us  >” &c - -

t ? 16 ap ° Elle Paul t c l l s
SS the delation of God standeth

8

, j and it is evident that this i s  on theinto one body , hodv of Christ, and members
earth, for ‘‘Ye al \e xii. 27. Besides, the apostle
in particular. — b ' u  n g and of tongues, which
speaks of gifts of ttie assembly down here.
On TheP aXmbly of God, then has been formed on
the earth,
A1 “ 1 b”‘a £u'3“ M & |3ufi“hi s oS

W X? tat Itak Goa, “ N o  ono stall «h,h
them out* of my hand ” said the same faithfulShepherd—John x. 12, 28. i- i- i-

But this is not all : the apostle Paul ,  bidding
farewell to the faithful of Asia, said, “ I know this,
that after my departing shall grevious wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock, and of your
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them.”  —
Acts xx. 29, 80. Jude declares that already in
his time, deceitful men had crept in among the
Christians, and, which is of all importance, they are
marked out as being the object of the  judgment of
the Lord when He comes again. “ Certain men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained
to this condemnation, ungodly men.” “ The Lord
cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute
judgment upon all.” —Jude 4 & 15.

These men were corrupters within the Church,

the ClXr 1 ?? fhose who will entirely abandon

Sift

8

in particular. a n d  o f tongues, which
speaks of gifts of he g assembly down here,
only apply to the state o q d

the earth, anight aW® folha£beX ™feste7
AIaS 1 ? S&S £1 potted this out
Xfhln
the sheep,” but, thank God, ‘‘No one shall catch
them out of my hand said the same faithful
Shepherd—John x. 12, 28.

But this is not all : the apostle Paul, bidding
farewell to the faithful of Asia, said, “ I know this,
that after my departing shall grevious wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock, and of your
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them.”  —
Acts xx. 29, 80. Jude declares that already in
his time, deceitful men had crept in among the
Christians, and, which is of all importance, they are
marked out as being the object of the judgment of
the Lord when He comes again. “Cer ta in  men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained
to this condemnation, ungodly men.” “ T h e  Lord
cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute
judgment upon all.”—Jude 4 & 15.

These men were corrupters within the Church,
but there will be those who will entirely abandon

have heard that ankhrist s hnl lV l m e :  and  “ y °there many antichXf . shall come, even now are
is the last time Th "'hereby we know that i t
1 John ii 18, is. They went  out  om us,” &c . -

ns “NevShtfffi I r l e  apostIe Pau l  t c l l sthe foundation of God standeth



papma.1 aq IWIM W W 
r
W PW -Xbm

aqq jo quo uaspeq oq aq Jiquu japuiq qiM siapmq
Mon oqAs. aq Xpo f qiOA\ XpnaipB qqop „ ‘opsodn
9qq s£es /Xqinbiui jo Xia sXui aqj, „ -papeaq
9q qou ppioAv pun ©nuiquoo pqnoM ‘qa.mqQ oqq oqm
pgjaqua guiABq ‘jiao qnqq joo.id aqq 0ABq om snqj; •0$ t;uopaaiJoa joj ‘oimgoop

joj ajq'eggoid si pun ‘pof) jo uoigmidsui Xq uoaiS
siamqduog qy„ qnqq sn sa.inssB ajj ‘snsap qsuqQ
ui si qaiqA\ qqiBj aqq Xq uoiq*BA|BS oq ostax sn aqnin
uBo’qoiqAX ‘sainqdiiog aqq qqiAX ‘qasmiq ajqsodn
aqq si qi ‘.OAaqaq aAX qaiqM sSuiqq asoqq quinaj
QABq sax woqAx ruo.ij uosiad aq jo aSpajMouq aqij
pjBnSajBS b sn sn sqai§ aq qnq fg[ ‘gy -in -rij, g
— ( ;8sjoa\ pun osioax xbax qBqs saaanpas pun naw
[iAa qig[ •uoi'jnaas.iad .laqns qBqs snsap fjsuqo
ui XypoS OAq qiM qnqij qy„ qnq} sn su.ibax ajj

•9 -in -Ril S""

“•joaiaqq jaMod aqq SuiXuap qnq ‘ssauqpoS jo wjoj b
Suiabjj,, oaaq sppn aq qnq (fg-6S ’! ’i og) uis qqpA
uaqq aq aqq saSinqa aq uaqAX sasn aq sb sauaq oiubs
aqq XpaBxa qsonqB aiB asaqj, -q-i ‘in 'KiJ, S'

-
"

’o$ Jpnoid ‘sieqsBoq ‘snoqaAoa ‘saAjas uaxo iiQq F
SJ9A0J aq qBqs ueui jo -amoa ][Bqs samp snojpi d
sX p qsBj aqq ui qBqq ‘osp? Aiouq siqjp, ‘aquijap
aioui qiqs si laqdBqa SuiAxoqoj aqj \mouoqsip oq
sjassaA aqq mojj jpsiniq Xjund oq ubui [njqqj'sJ
oq Samoa qna b piiB ‘spuiq qB jo sjossoa qqi ©snoq
qBajg b si qi :qajnqo 

9
qi 

s
! 

9j
ajj *Ig-GI ’II

4;qjOAXpoo8 £iaAa oqun paandaid puB ‘asn s.J 
8
'
13111

aqq *ioj qaam pun ‘paqiqauBS ‘mouoq oq pssaA
B aq pBqs aq ‘asaqq inoij qasrmq aSind aJOjo aqi
UBm b ji ■inouoqsip oq auios pun ‘jnouoq °+
amos pun fqqiBa jo pun pooA\ jo ospe qnq ‘J9MI

S

Pub pqo§ jo sqassaA Xquo qou oib ejaqq asnoq
b ui qng •Xqinbim uxoij qindap pAoq aqq jo 

9CCl 

9
q qqauiBu qBqq ano Aioao qaq ‘pny * 

s
lH 

9 

—‘ **nnv njory aq ‘peas siqq SuiABq 
<9J

>
c6

9

sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are His. And, Let every one that nameth the
name of the Lord depart from iniquity. But in a
great house there are not only vessels of gold and
of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some
to honour, and some to dishonour. If a mantherefore purge himself from these, he shall be a.
vessel to honour, sanctified, and meet for the
master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.”’
—2 Tim. ii- 19-21. Here is the Church: it is a great
house with vessels of all kinds, and a call comes to
the faithful man to purify himself from the vessels
to dishonour. The following chapter is still more
definite. “This  know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,” &c.
— 2 Tim. iii. 1-5. These are almost exactly the
same terms as he uses when he charges the heathen
with sin (Rom. i. 29-31) but he adds here “Having
a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.”
— 2 Tim. iii. 5.

He warns us that “All that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse.”—
2 Tim. iii. 12, 13;  but he gives us as a safeguard
the knowledge of the person from whom we have
learnt those things which we believe: it is the
apostle himself, with the Scriptures, which can
make us wise to salvation by the faith which is in
Christ Jesus. He assures us that “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for correction.” &c.

Thus we have the proof that evil, having entered
into the Church, would continue and would not be
healed. “ The mystery of iniquity,” says the
apostle, “doth  already work; only he who now
hinders will hinder until he be taken out of the
W- And then shall that Wicked be revealed.
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doctrine, for correction.” &c.

Thus we have the proof that evil, having entered
into the Church, would continue and would nob be
healed. “ The mystery of iniquity,” says the
apostle, “do th  already work; only he who now
hinders will hinder until he be taken out of the
Wa y. And then shall that Wicked be revealed.
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, XI T rrl Tpsus shall consume with the
Xffi mouth! and shall destroy by thebreath of I. is . „__2 Thess. ii. 7,8. The

brightness of His com . q t im0

evil which J continue until the wickedthe apostle was then3O reTCaicd _

destoy im then by His coming ; and although it

samekfojTreveM
for we learn that tares have been sown in the place
where the Lord had sown good grain. Wien the
servants desire to pull up the tares, the Lord
forbids them, saying, “Let  bo h grow together until
the harvest.”—Matt. xm. 24-30. The evil done
to the Kingdom of God was to remain m the held
of this world until the judgment. Christ will
doubtless gather the good grain into His garner,
but the crop is spoiled down here. You will tell
me “ But the gates of hell are not to prevail against
that which Christ has built.” Granted, and I bless
God for it  with all my heart, but we must  distinguish
here as the Word of God does. There is on the
one hand the work of Christ, and on the other what
is done by men and under their responsibility. The
enemy will never destroy what Christ built (we
speak of the Church of God), nor will he  prevail
against the work of the Lord. Whatever be t h e
evil that has come in — for that there are heresies
and schisms we do not deny— that  which Christ
works has endured and will endure for ever. I t  is
the house which we find in 1 Peter ii., the living

buTtX miUg -tOx C ;ist aS t0 t l , c  l i v i n  S stone. and
In Eph fcX tUal A° USe - ■ 1 find t h i &  h ™se also
and of the houseS Go ” 8 8aints >
the foundation of n Cl 01 , d ’ and arG built upon
Christ himself being the L X prophe t s  - J e s u s

whom all the hnfir e CI’. ef corner -stonc ; inau building fitly f ramed together
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vO weth unt0 a hoIy tem Ple in the Lord.” —
WpH. ii- 19 ' 2 L  Here 2 t  1S a § ain the work of the
t o rci Himself ; living stones who come, a building
composed of saints, growing to be a temple which
■ not yet completely built.
18 But, in Scripture, the house of God on earth
is viewed in another way also. “As a wise
masterbuilder, ” says the apostle Paul. “ I  have
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.

. . . . . .  If any man build upon this
foundation gold wood, hay, stubble ;
every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work, of
what sort it is.” “ Know ye not,” he adds “that
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy ; for the
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”
__1 Cor. iii- 10-13 ; 16-17.

Here then I find the responsibility of man and
the judgment of his work; the whole is called the
temple of God, and the judgment of God commences
there, at His  house, says the apostle Peter. Already,
during the lifetime of the apostle, the time had
come for that (1 Peter iv. 17), although the
patience of God, acting in grace, still waited.

I recognise, therefore, the responsibility of the
house of God, of the whole of Christendom. That
which Christ Himself builds is one thing, and
the fruit of His labours will not be lost; that which
responsible man builds is another thing. At the
beginning “ t h e  Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.” — Acts ii. 47. Soon “false
brethren” crept in, tares were sown, and the house
was filled with all kinds of vessels, from which
faithfulness was to purge itself ; and with a form
of godliness without power, from which the faithful
one was to turn away.
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b °WhaLU isa to be doney?S The Word declares to us

This is what we have done. There were only our
of us to do it at the first; not, I hope, i n  a spirit o i
pride or presumption, but deeply grieved at seeing
the state of that which surrounded us, praying
for all Christians, and recognising all those who
possessed the Spirit of God—every true Christian
wherever he might bo found ecclesiastically—
as members of the body of Christ. We were not
thinking of anything else, dear Sir, than of satisfying
the need of our souls according to the Word of God,
and we had no thought that the thing would have
gone any further. We have thus found the  promised
presence of the Lord. Salvation through Christ has
been preached, when there was gift to do so. The
same needs caused others to follow the same road,
and thus the work has extended in a way of which
we had not the remotest idea. I t  commenced in
Dublin, to spread in the British Isles, in France,
where a great number of persons, open unbelievers,
were converted; in Switzerland, where the work on

Continent bad commenced, in Germany,  in
o and, in Denmark, where it i s  commencing, i n

+v Where a S1’eafc reli g ious movement is goingon at this moment. The path we follow has spread

more recent ® t he  British C o l o n i  es, and
Africa, and eWhere ThS -TTp"1, Asia ’
produces needs n f ' i e of God acts and
systems offer no answeT 1 t0 W h i  ° h the  reli 8 ious
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rrnrrl this is definitively the position of those
Il L a’ n  who rest on the authority of the Word ofbre 4h i e Ghrist is seen, in this Word, as the Saviour,

Go d- . different positions : — first, as accomplishing
in th r ® e 

n on t h e  c r o s s ;  then, as seated at the
e(7Ws right hand, the Holy Ghost being thereuponFa T?inwn here ; finally as coming back to take His

SeUt to be with Himself. These Christians believe° vn things, have the assurance of their salvation,
k faith in the efficacy of this redemption; and

ally, being sealed with the Holy Spirit, who
1 ells in every true Christian, they wait for the
Son of God from heaven without knowing the
moment of His  coming. “ For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father ! ” — Rom. viii. 15. We believe in the
promise “ I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” —
John xiv. 3. Absolute faith in  the efficacy of
redemption: the seal of the Spirit which gives
the assurance of salvation and the consciousness
of being children of God; the attitude of waiting
for the Lord  — this is what characterises these
Christians. Bought with a great price, they are
bound to regard themselves as no longer belonging
to themselves, but to the Lord Jesus,  to please Him
in everything and to live only for Him.

I do not mean to say, Sir, that  we all walk at
the full height of the heavenly calling, but we
acknowledge the obligation to do so. If anyone
ails openly in what becomes a Christian—in point

°f morality or in what concerns the faith—he is
excluded. We abstain from the pleasures and
amusements of the world. If we have evening

les> if is for the purpose of studying the Word
in ying ourselves together. We do not mixPolitics; we are not of the world: we do not vote.
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We submit to the established authorities .
they may be, in so far as they command
expressly contrary to the will of Christ w°
the M's supper every S-nchy.
have gift for xt preach the Gospel of salvation °
sinners or teach believers. Everyone is bound to
seek the salvation or good of his neighbour according
to the capacity which God has given him. Feeling
that Christendom is corrupt, we are outside the
Church- world, by whatever name it is called. As
to the number of those who follow this course I
cannot tell you what it is: we do not number
ourselves, wishing to remain in the littleness which
becomes Christians. Besides we reckon as a
brother in Christ every person who has the Spirit of
Christ.

I do not know that I have anything else to put
before you. I am almost ashamed, Sir, to have
given such a long explanation of the principles
which govern the walk of the Christians in question.
We recognise that the Church is one, the body of
Christ: then, too, the house of God by the Spirit.

You ask me what is the advantage of this course.
Obedience to the Word of God suffices to decideus.
To obey Christ is the first requirement of the soul
which knows itself saved by Him, and even of every
soul acknowledging Him as the Son of God, who
has loved us so much and has given Himself for us.
But  in fact, in obeying Him, in spite of weakness,

•faults, and failures, which, on my part, I own. His
presence manifests itself to the soul as an ineffable
source of joy, as the earnest of a bliss where
failures, blessed be His name for it, will no longer
be found, and where He will be fully glorified in all
believers.

You will tell me that these pages scarcely suit a
newspaper. I admit it, but it is because the

• current of my thoughts scarcely flows in that
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line- have explained to you in all simplicity,
w hat you asked me, and as well as I could. Having
had to take up my work more than once owing to-
unavoidable interruptions, I much fear that it may
contain some repetitions. Please excuse them and
accept the assurance of my esteem.

J.  N. D.
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