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NOTE.

B T L T—— —
et 8. e i . i

One of the Editors of the “ Frangais,” a Catholic
newspaper, had asked the writer of these pages
tor Information about ‘the DBrethren, their
Doctrine,” &e.

The author thus expresses himsell in a lefter to
a friend: “[ have given him in all simplicity what
he asked me for. He avowed himself a Catholic
and devoted to Catholicism. His letter was simple
and horest. I replied to him as a Christian " —and
& little further on— T felt that my pavt was 10 be

a Christian, there as elsewhere.”



LETTER TO MONS. B——,
Fiditor of the «* Frangars.”

1878.

DrAR SIR,

My reply to the letter which you were good
enough to address to me has been delayed by
unceasing work which has left me no leisure. I
have no difficulty as to informing you what my
belief is, but a public newspaper is scarcely the
place where I should wish to use my pen. I
believe that the Christian calling is a heavenly one,
that the Christian is not of the world as His Master
1s not of it, and that he is placed down here as an
epistle of Christ to manifest the life of Jesus
amongst men, whilst waiting for the Liord to comne
to take him to be with Himself in the glory.

As Editor of the ¢ Frangais” you will quite
understand that articles written in order to incul-
cate such principles as these would little suit a
political newspaper. Now I live only for these
things—a, life feebly realised I am quite ready 0
confess—but I live only for them. However, 1
will communicate to you what appears to interest
you, namely, what has led me, and others with me,
to take up the position in which we find ourselves
as Christians. N
- It is well perhaps, in view of the infidelity svhich
1S spreading everywhere, to begin by saying that
hold, and I can add that we firmly hold, all the
foundations of the Christian faith—the divinity ©
‘the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 08¢
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God, eternally blessed—the divinit

the Lor S W Y and hum

: ild Jesus, two natures in one pers anity of

urrection and His glorificati : on-—Iiig
glorilication at the y e

God :—the
L: e presence of th ca S ; ht
having descended on th-e Tk GhOstg};‘ ‘ha,nd of
retur f e dﬂ.-y of P Cre below
- 111;1 of the Lord Jesus accordi eéntecost :—tha
%er?t Lﬁhe\ée also that the Fa,t‘-,he:g. tOIHis Promigee
sent the Son to accomplisl It His love L,
;L;ld grzll,ce towards menl—-tﬁ;élghgigk of redemi)tli}gg
same love, to accom >lish 1 > 0N came, i
finished the work whic}h 1;]1 1?’ and that f{n e
on th : - the Father o rie hag
ia,tic(;}gl[ - We believe that He hajrjsmre ](Cf‘lhm e
; for our sing, and that | made propit-
lished it, He ascended to };’;;vafter h&“,ng &(Fcoglt_
seated at the right hand of thc.ell;lf_Tthe e uen
. Othe‘r truths are connected w'?—,]}e%y on fugh,
1e miraculous birth of the Sf‘l__these,, such ag
(Lb'?fl.u tely without sin—and yetL i’)‘;}zoju,r’ who was
will readily understand, Sir, that n g but, you
%We L e e eo;ggf?b,]ect is not to
tt?t to make it quite clear that it 9‘10.3‘1 BHILINALY,
e giving up of the great f 38 10 Rowige on
Chyisiisn Taith tha 5 at O}lnd&tlons of the
at our position b
who would deny one or other [1‘-:;1 ased. Anyone
truths would not be l‘OGeive% these fundamental
anyone who, being am amongst us, and
d0iiie ohioh would ongst us, adopted some
these ch would undermine one or other of
o same truths would be excluded, but only
LE"L- ?511:1 all proper means to bring him b:’l.ck to th}
a}?; dogifasbeen ixha,usted. For althc;ﬁgh thes:
: , we hold them as essential 1vi
ﬁblth and to salvation, to the spirituaelna?d é};}?ﬁiﬁ
f%Of which we live as born of God..
trutﬁg y{)}:l. wish, Sir, to know not only the greab
1 N 1C_h we hold in common with others but
# Sﬁgfﬁ:at @?Stlngll.iSheS us from others. :
e z)f“gf};h‘@lf_s in the least professing to give &
ristian doctrine in connection with the
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truths I have just '
indeed I would f:]le ,t.%’olnte.& out, I am e
> arvily deSII‘e t anxious
the foundation, recognisi , to set them forth ae
nembers of th gnising as true Christi rth as
1 S e body of Christ ristians and
the grace of God, and by th st all those, who b
Ghost who has b y the operation of th Y
g - een given bt e HO]_
these things in their = o them, truly bel Yy
of God, I spent si SOuls, Converted b gh elieve
the law, feeling ti OL 2ovor Jeadla undel_yth e grace
) A o a.rt Ohrlst was e rOd Of
but not being able ¢ the Only g .
almgs—alwa e oy IjInn fasting : lm, or
- 3 AYyS gqod things whe a;{:: Pra,yl.ng, giVina
fmfi‘nOt{—leogsessmg peace cilde nb e iritually—
eelng 1 L :
me BIO osviztdlf'the Son of God ha,da}It—I;Che e Ty
v ie Sl leln,‘,ﬁelé to Him—my b;ﬁself forgiven
. ngth God g: Y soul
I was 1n Filosink. wn od gave me to und , and
r 2 united to Hi nderstand that
—+ At that o o Him by the Holy .
Father, and 4 shall know th i _Grhost,
o e ve in Me, and I 1 at I am in M
which means , and I in you.” o My
s that you.” (JOHN xiv. 2
Comforter 15 when the IHol v. 20),
. B ' Sl Ghost
know tl should have come, tl y Ghost, the
therefore nc?: and reassuring truthele ‘?Onnected
i Cliosat Te v 1o condemnation to tbs—_ There is
The pro;f:us' Roar. viii. 1. em which are
who have 1se Of. the Spirit 5 i
foy «¢ We th }_)“_lrt‘ _111 the l‘emiSng en to EL.!]. those
—1 Can ;{’b 1s joined unto the Loril of their sins,
trhe }IOI}; é—117. Hellce Chl’iStia,n i 1s one Spirit_"
Hol r0st—* Your |} . s are temples of
Yy Ghost . »ody is th
I Sholl]_(% ‘s-’i?’}.lo 1S in YOU. 0 Tq CORe t.eli:}]-_]gle Of the
becam say that at tl: ; - Vi :
e for £ n1s tim :
Practice ?; ]éﬂe an absolute mozﬁhoi'ghe Word of God
1t had nln ot that I had doubte lb'y 2 19 faith and
by Gog 1;j’t.be(:.ome such fl‘oﬁl - i 11} El’eV1gl1sly, but
assurance 1?1‘5811:' in my heartOnvfctloq, implanted
e pres EDO silvaticn thromst i n this way the
ce of the Holy G11° e qu'k of Churist,
ost dwelling in us, by
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= . o believed, ye have been sealed for
E;I;ot?&y };?V;Ie]gemption-” (E?H.. '1._13, 14). salv_atlon
known and possessed, and this Indwelling of the
Holy Ghost giving us the assurance of it, constitute
the normal state of the Christian. He is no longer
of this world, save to pass thlf'ough} it peacefully,
doing the will of God. .Bought with a great price,
he is to glorify God In his conduc‘:]t. . } .

This brings in the thought of the Church and o
it unibv. Tor me the body of_ Christ was now
composéd of those who were united by the Holy
Ghost to the Head—Christ in heaven.  If we were
seated in the heavenly places 7 Christ (¢ Iven
when we were dead in sins . . . . . hath He
quickened us together with Christ—Dby grace ye are
saved.'—BEru. ii. 1, 5) what were we still walting
for? TFor Christ to come to place us up there in
fact. « T will come again ’’ said the IL.ord,* and
receive you unto Myself; that where 1 am, there ye
may be also”’—JOHN xiv. 3. ¢ Our citizenship is in
heaven : from whence also we look forv the Liord
Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our
body of humiliation into conformity to Ilis body
of glory ”—DPmuIL. iii. 20, 21. We have been con-
verted ‘“To wait for His Son from heaven.”—
1 Tamss. 1. 9, 10.

Hence the presence of the IHoly Ghost dwelling
in him, and the attitude of waiting for the Iiord
constitute the normal state of the Christian. 3ut
all those who possess this Spirit are, by that very
fact, one body. “ For by one Spirit are we all
ba,_ptlsed mto one body ’—1 Conr. xii. 13. Now,
f‘hls baptism took place on the day of Pentecost.

Ye shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence.” —AcrTs. i. 5.

o igytiﬂ?; tilc;ougldlme _h&d not reached that point,
amy, Foading X e not profess to have, and it was
’ 8 ACTS 1. and iv., to see how far we
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sob from what God had set up on the
1%3]6:118??8 wWas 1 to look for the GhurIc:h? I ga?;?};;
Anglicanlsm as not being it. Rome, at the beginning
of my conversion, had not failed to attract me,
But the tenth chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews
had made that impossible for me: “For by one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified Now where remission

of these 1S, there is no more offering for sin”—
Ies. X. 14:,.18..

Then again it rendered impossible the idea of a
gacrificing priesthood down here between me and
God ; seceing that our position, as the result of the
work of Christ, is that we have direct access to God
in all confidence. ¢ Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus. —HEB. x. 10.

T am stating facts, Sir; I am not entering into
controversy : but faith in an accomplished salvation,
and, later on the consciousness that 1 possessed
it, hindered me from turning in that direction;
whilst having grasped the fact of the unity of
the body of Christ, the various dissenting sects
no longer attracted me. As to the unity fto
which, as we all know Rome pretends, I found
everything in ruins. The most ancient Churches
did not want to have anything to say to her, nor
did Protestants either, so that the great majority
of those who profess Christianity are outside her
pale. On the other hand, it was not a question of
seeking this unity amongst the Protestant sects.
Besides, whatever their ecclesiastical position might
be, most of those who call themselves Christians
are of the world, just as much as a pagan might be.

Now the 12th chapter of the 1st Kpistle to the
Corinthians shows clearly that there is a Church
formed on the earth by the descent of the Holy
Ghost. <« For by one Spirit are we all baptised
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into one body;”’ and it 18 evident that thisis on the
earth, for ** %e are the bq?ly of Christ, and members
in particular.”’—1 Cor. xii. 2 Besides, the apostle
ts of healing and of tongues, which
ssembly down here.

speaks of gif
only apply to the state of the a
The assembly of God, then, has been formed on
s to have been manifested.

the earth, and ought alway
Alas ! it has not been so. In the first place, with
regard to individuals, the Lord had pointed this out
beforehand. ‘“The wolf catcheth them and scattereth
the sheep,” but, thank God, : <« No one shall ecatch
them out of my hand’” said the same faithful
Shepherd—JonN x. 12, 28.

the apostle Paul, bidding

But this is not all:
farewell to the faithful of Asia, sald, “ I know this,

Fh&fi after my departing ,sfha,ll grevious wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock, and of your
o]?‘fn selves shall men arise, speaking pem}crge
gégﬁgs;‘:xﬁozg}dr%g a,?fa,yl* dﬂl[scllplcs after them.’—
: , 80. ude declares that alreadv i1
- L] - ¥ i L 1
léllf’.tllil’le, deceitful men had crept in mnongythg
ristians, and, which is of all importance, they are
marked out as being the object of the 'ud,rr xy-& -
the Lord when He comes again £ C{‘ut{:{?mnt 2
crent i ; o : rualn  men
o %i;ncgﬁgjgle;{_ who were before of old ordained
nation, u Tyt : :
cometh with ten thou’smri%%?l¥l'n*mn.' i ed
judgment upon all.”’ J e R
These men were g
’ere corr . rithin #
but there will be th e il the Clhiech,
the Christian faith Ose“\vpo will entirely abandon
avontle Fobn o Little children,”’ says the
TR ; 1s the last time:
e e heard that antichrist shal] e
is elsl]f many antichrists - W]:llEL bcome, o
. e last time. They <. éreby we know that it
OHN ii. 18, 19 y went out from us.” &c.—
g ¢ i il.
evertheless the foundfi[i‘}?oen al}fostle Paul tells
of God standeth
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SUre; having this seal, The Liord knoweth them thgat
ia Flis. And, Let every one that nameth the
name of the Liord depart from iniquity. But in g
reab house there are not only vessels of gold and
of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some.
to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man
therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a.
vessel toO honour, sanctified, and meet for the
master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.’”
___9 Trm. ii. 19-21. Here is the Church: it is a great
house wibth vessels of all kinds, and a call comes to
the faithful man to purify himself from the vessels
to dishonour. The following chapter is still more
definite. ““This know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,” &ec.
—9 Tim. iil. 1-5. These are almost exactly the
same terms as he uses when he charges the heathen
with sin (Rox. 1. 29-31) but he adds here “ Having
a0, form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.”
—2 TrMm. iil. d.

He warns us that <“All that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse.”—
2 Tru. iii. 12, 13; but he gives us as a safeguard
the knowledge of the person from whom we have
learnt those things whiech we believe: 1t is the
apostle himself, with the Secriptures, which can
make us wise to salvation by the faith which is in
Christ Jesus. He assures us that ¢ All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for correction.” &ec.
~ Thus we have the proof that evil, having entered
into the Church, would continue and would not be
healed. <« The mystery of iniquity,” says the
apostle, ¢ doth already work; only he who now
hinders will hinder until he be taken out of the
way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed.
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. sus shall consume with the
f;gglt?lll zhfe Pﬁsl?no{.leth, a,n,d shall deg?,}-og Sby r]‘_.o‘he
brightnsss of His coming.’ "‘“21 .THEiSDS' Ele g T hf;
evil which wap glready WOIE0s Tan e 2
L le was, then, to continue until the wic “?d
the apost e W P ald be revealed. The Lord will
,gne 11115, then by His coming; and although it

SEEY e Church properly so called, the

; spoken of the _ D e
E:n?gihi%g is revealed to us 1n regal d to C%n istendom,
Jfor we learn that tares have been sown in the place

el .d had sown good grain. When the
;Eg;i;fed;ﬁ}e to pull up the tares, the Lort_f{
forbids them, saying, ¢ Let both grow together until
the harvest.” —MATT. XI111. 24-30. .Thr:: evil d.’one
to the Kingdom of God was to remain 1n tl.ae he_ld
of this world until the judgment. Christ will
doubtless gather the good grain into Iis garner,
but the crop is spoiled down here. You will .t-(-':ll
me ¢ But the gates of hell are not to prevail against
that which Christ has built.”” Granted, and I bless
God for it with all my heart, but we must distinguish
here as the Word of God does. There is on the
one hand the work of Christ, and on the other what
is done by men and under their responsibility. The
enemy will never destroy what Christ built (we
speak of the Church of God), nor will he prevail
against the work of the Lord. Whatever be the
evil tha,tn has come in—for that there are heresies
and schisms we do not deny—that which Christ
u},;orks has enc_lured and wi_ll endure for ever. It is
tte house which we i.ind i 1 Peter ii., the living
il%?fiocﬁéﬂg,nfﬁi?t lelilSt as to_the living stone. and
in Eph, ii.-—_ﬂl‘f{e ‘flla: : l}(:{USE:“:. I find this houge.:ﬂso
and -of the housethslﬂe ?\EC]tl?jGHS with the saints,
the foundation of the . *lOd - e b o S
Christ himself hein E:J:}iJOSL Y and prophets, Jesus
whom all the buigl - 10 c}nef corner-stone ; in
' : ding fi t]}" framed together
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weth unto a holy temple in the TLord” _
%11(3;: ji. 19-21. Here 1t is again the work of the
Tord Himself ; living stones who come, a buildin
composed of saints, growing to be a temple which
-~ not yeb completely built.
¥ But, in Scripture, the house of God on earth
s viewed in another way also. “As a wise
masterbuilder,” says the apostle Paul. T have
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.

. e a = = = If any man build wpen this
foundation gold . . + . . wood, hay, stubble ;
every man’s worl«:. shall be m_ade manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire ; and thf—z fire shall try every man’s work, of
what sort it is.”” ¢ Know ye not,”” he adds * that
yve are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
temple of God, I_lirn shall God destroy; for the
temple of God 1s holy, which temple ve are.”
1 Ceor. iil. 10-13 ; 16-17.

Here then I find the responsibility of man and
the judgment of his work; the whole is called the
temple of Grod, and the judgment of God commences
there, at His house, says the apostle Peter. Already,
during the lifetime of the apostle, the time had
come for that (1 Perrer iv. 17), although the
patience of GGod, acting in grace, still waited.

I recognise, therefore, the responsibility of the
house of God, of the whole of Christendom. That
which Christ Himself builds is one thing, and
the fruit of His labours will not be lost; that which
responsible man builds is another thing. At the
beginning “ the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.”’—AcTs ii. 47. Soon < false
brethren ’’ crept in, tares were sown, and the house
was filled with all kinds of wvessels, from shich
faithfulness was to purge itself; and with a form
of godliness without power, from which the faithful
one was to turn away. ;
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This is what the Word of t‘fo%pre%mtts s
Hisborionlly and prophetically i £1e SIEwV B8 Tant:
this Word, addressed by the Lea’cffl‘ ,_ C;;. = ‘]‘1 ! E}tl’
is our resource Wwhell these pellg(_)u.c%h 111:Eest§1§u C
come ; and, if that were necessary, e facts have

. hat 1t says. :
bo%i;f gsaltlotkll;ét i;ltone}‘; The Word declares to us
that where two or three are g&tl}erer;l to E}JFG”I’.IELI’.HQ
of Jesus, He will be in their mlclsbf—hlfxfl*'r. }31?1’11.'20.
This is what we have done. There were only '_[01.1]_:
of us to do it ab the first; not, I hope, in a spirit of
pride or presumptions .but. deeply grieved at sce_l.ng
the state of that which surrounded us, praying
for all Christians, and recognising all those who
possessed the Spirit of God—every true Christian
wherever he might be found ccclesiastically—
as members of the body of Christ. We were not
thinking of anything else, dear Sir, than of satisfying
the need of our souls according to the Word of God,
and we had no thought that the thing would have
gone any further. We have thus found the promised
presence of the Lord. Salvation through Christ has
been preached, when there was gift to do so. The
same needs caused others to follow the same road,
and thus the work has extended in a way of which
we had not the remotest idea. It commenced in
Dublin, to spread in the British Isles, in France,
zlélle;i (‘;Ln%ﬁzzgdntf]ﬂ:ée; ic;f pﬂ(iarsolns, open }11‘11)@11’81@1*3,
e el ,hmd zerland, wl}ere _Lhe work on
lliad o Den;n 11001n1111€{11053c1,. 1n G‘Gl‘ﬂl&l.'ly, in
S don ,‘Where L ;1,1 {1; wrvll.e;ie 1t 1s commencing, 1n
e th,is momeing eaTlle 1gious movement is going
86 & tons doral L .’t 18 pgth we follow hasﬁ spread
e ine:s.ﬂ;ent in the British Colonies, and
Afrids. and eiysewhe e United States, in Asia, in

re. The Spirit of God acts and

produces needs
of soul to whic ; 1o
& A" 1 - 5
Systems offer no ang S h the «x eligious
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In & word, this 1s definitively the position of t
prethre W, TaHn B the authority of the Wox}aose
od. Christ is seen, 1n this Word. as the Savi of
in three different positions :(—first, as accom Hvlﬁ,‘lr,
redemption on the cross; then, as Seatedp ast ing
Tather’s right hand, the Holy Ghost being ther o
sent down here ; finally as coming back to t eupon
own to be with Himself. These OChI'iStia,O ﬂa}l)ze His
these things, have the assurance of their 221 o
having faith in the efficacy of this red salvation,
. 3 C « emptl@n' a’nd
finally, peing sealed with the Holy S i"t’
dwells In_every true Christian, th I 5l g
God fr _ s ey wailt for the
gon of God 1irom heaven without knowi
moment of His coming. ¢ For ye have ;:Vlng -the
the Spirit Of })Orldage &g&iﬂ to feELr bni? I‘ece1ved
teceived the Spirit of adoption . e have
\bba, Father!”—Roa toption, whereby we cry
Abba, Father! Roa. viii. 156. We beli 2 MYy
promise *f I will come acain. and r believe in the
Myself ; that where 1 i th’ere ye,l i(iz;v% Yoill unto
Joun xiv. 3. Absolut ’ - 4 e also.”—
redemption : the seal gf f?ﬁth s f?he, efﬁcacy of
the assurance of salvation ai-ldslg}lflt which gives
of being children of God; th : e consciousness
for _th_e Lord—this is “:ha,t 5 Bﬁtltuﬁe .Of waiting
Shl.lStI&nS. Bought with 2 rce i’r&c‘t.enses these
ound to regard themselves q,sg &i price, they are
to themselves, but t as no longer belonging
in . , but to the Lord Jesu = e
fvel‘yth1ng and to live only fo §3 boi e
th do not mean to say Siyr t}r L b
the full height of the heave e e
f&ﬂ;lowledge. the obligation tond}’ calling, but we
. mopen:ly 1in what beGOmes a, C?l ‘.SO: If anyone
e‘-zclugr%hty or in what concerns 1§§tla,fn~——é11 point
- Bt We abstai : e faith—he is
amusements of = from the pleasures and
the world Y -
: we have evening

and of ’edifs' or the purpose of studyi
3 . ingo : 1n the Wor
& Pohtics;ywlzb ourselves together. yWeg do ?1013 nolﬁ

are not of the world: we do not vote.
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We submit to the established author
they may be, in so far as they co
expressly contrary to the will of ¢
-Ehe Liord’s supper every Sunday,
ave gift for it preach the Gospel :
sinners or teachpbelievers. Eve[l)'yor?é ?::1?;2333 EO
seek the salvation or good of his neighboﬁr .

les, whatever
mMmmand nothing
hrist. We take
and those who

‘ : . _ ' accordin
to the capacity which God has given him. Feeling
that Christendom is corrupt, we are outside thg

Church-world, by whatever name it is called. As
to the number of those who follow this course I
cannot tell you what it is: we do not number
ourselves, wwshu_.lg to remain 1n the littleness which
becomes Christians. Besides we reckon as g
brother in Christ every person who has the Spirit of
'Christ.

I do not know that T have anything else to put
before you. I am almost ashamed, Sir, to have
given such a long explanation of the principles
which govern the walk of the Christians in question.
We recognise that the Church is one, the body of
Cbrist: then, too, the house of God by the Spirit.

You ask me what is the advantage of this course.
Obedience to the Word of God suftices to decide us.
To obey Christ is the first requirement of the soul
which knows itself saved by Him, and even of every
soul acknowledging Him as the Son of God, who
has loved us so much and has given Himself for us.
But in fact, in obeying Him, in spite of weakness,
faults, and failures, which, on my part, I own, His
presence manifests itself to the soul as an ineffable
source of joy, as the earnest of a bliss where
failures, blessed be His name for it, will no longer
be found, and where He will be fully glorified 1n all
believers. :

You will tell me that these pages scarcely suit a
newspaper. I admit it, but it is because the
. current of my thoughts scarcely flows in that
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fine. 1 have explained to you in all simplicity,
what you asked me, and as well as I could. H?mng
pad to take up my work more than once owing to-
_navoidable Interruptions, I much fear that it ma
contain some repetitions. Please excuse them and
accept the assurance of my esteem.

J. N, D,




