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COMMUNION.
(;‘rnnnsrsxv'iii.

I wouwp like you, with the Word in your hands, to
follow me in a few thoughts as to what thus occurred
between the Lord and Abraham, and to see if we
have anything like it in our own Christian life.

First, mark the place where the Lord appeared
to him; it was Mamre, in Hebron, the meaning of
which is: fellowship—Communion. This is signifi-
cant, for, truly, Abraham was in commurion when
the Loxd came to him. It is when you, in the pre-
sence of the Lord, have your hearts, shall I say, open
towards the Lord, that He delights to have to do"
with you. It is blessed when our minds are calmly
" responsive to what is in Hismind. Beloved, are we
thus in communion with God?
- I believe there are many Christians who pass
through their whole life-time on earth who know
but little of communion ; many, indeed, are but ill-
informed as to what it is which constitutes true
communion.

I need not tell you that prayer, however precious.
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in itself, is different from communion. Prayer is
all on our own part—it is simply asking for what
we ourselves want. It is a blessed attitude, a
Divine privilege, daily to draw out of the fulness
there is in God for our constant need, to ask, in
fact, for what we need ; but what would you think
of a child who was always in want—always asking,
as we have lately said; always pressing his want;
always saying, 7 want this, and 7 want that, and I
want the other.

Ah! you would say, he never seems to kave!
never seems satisfied! How much better were he.
to come and say—

¢ Father, T do indeed want, but I speak not of
that; I know what is in your mind, I know what
is dear to yow, and I am, come that I may speak
with you—have communion with gou.” How
pleasurable to such a father! . They now enjoy
that which is common to them both.,

1 repeat it, a man may be professedly praying to
God all his days and yet know but little of com-
munion with Him.

Again, intercession is different from communion.
Intercession is asking or pleading in behalf of others, -
as Abraham for Sodom, the Lord Jesus on the
cross for his murderers, or one believer for another
believer; a parent for a child, a child for a parent;
a husband for a wife, a wife for a husband. Pre-
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cious privilege! to bear the Lurdens of others, or
our own, concerning others, before the Lord; but it
is not communion.

Confession is different from communion. Oh, it
is a blessed privilege to come before God with our
own failures and sins, to tell out the burden that is
on the soul and conscience, knowing and believing
the promise, ““if we confess our sins He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins;” but mark, how
you may have all these and not be in simple
communion.

Worship even is not communion. Worship is
all on your part.

Communion is that which is common to both
parties. Sin is not common to you and to God.
Confession is not cummon to you and to God.
When a child comes to his parent simply craving
and longing, it is not common to both. Communion
with God is that which is common to the believing
sinner and his Father in heaven. -We Znow the
purposes’ of His grace towards us, in and by His
Son ; these form themes in His presence for commu-
nion. Hence communion is a far higher thing than
prayer, or confession, or intercession. Prayer, and
confession, and intercession will cease with earth;
they will have no convéyance with us into heaven.
But our communion will be eternal; as God’s grace
towards us in Christ are more and more known, our
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8 COMMUNION.

communion with God will be more and more full,
Hence communion is that which God pre-eminently
delights in.

But in what attitude was Abraham when the
Lord came to him? This is of deep interest.
Abraham was sitting at the door of his tent. On
leaving his country and kindred he went out in
quest of1a country and of a city out of sight—a
beavenly one. As a mere traveller, he needed
nothing to encumber him. He had seen, as it were,
heaven opened, and a city was revealed—a heavenly
city ; hence his calling was a heavenly calling. He
was not called to any dominion here, as was Adam
in Paradise. He was not to reign on earth, as
David or Solomon. His calling was not to earthly
possessions, though his seed would possess the
earth ; his calling (and in this he was our great
predecessor) was, that the God of glory had appeared
to him—a God of heavenly glory—with promise of
a heavenly city. He could have sung, as to this
earth— ‘

¢ No foot of land do I possess,
No cottage in the wilderness,
A poor wayfaring man.”

What Abraham had was a tent. This was
according to his character as a pilgrim. Another
thing he had, which was an altar. That was accord-
ing to his character as a worshipper. His portion

~
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was God; but not God in some abstract form,
unattainable to faith, and unapprehensible to the
mind, but & God of glory, whom having seen he
loved, and obeyed, and enjoyed; who had told him
what to do and what he would have. Now, God
has not appeared to us as a God of visible glory. Tt
is through His Word He has appeared to us.. He
has told us, in Ephesians, that He hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus. The Church and Christ are one; He
the head and they the members. God hath ¢hosen
them ¢ Him' before the foundation of the world,
that they should be holy and without blame before
Him in love, having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus -Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace wherein he hath
made us accepted in the Beloved. In whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sing, according to the riches of His grace, wherein
He hath abounded towards us in all wisdom and
prudence, kaving made known to us the mystery of
His will, according to His good pleasure, which He
bath purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation
of the fulness of times He might gather together in
one all things # OZkrist, both which are in heaven
and on earth, even in Him, in whom also we have
obtained an inheritance.
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You will mark the words ““in Him,” and * before
Him,” and “in whom.” They all indicate the
scene of our blessedness. It is-not as was Adam’s
Eden. Tt is not as will be Israel’s in the latter
day—Tmmanuel’s land. It is not as was Israel’s
after the wilderness—zke land of Canaan. No;
our place is in Christ, the character of our position
is the same as His, the measure of it the same as
His. Christ is now before God; God is His
portion, He is ours also. He is God’s Beloved. We
are accepted, pleasant to God in Him. He has
died, ascended, gone up far above all principality,
and power, and might; and dominion, and every
name that is named. “ And we who were dead
hath He quickened together with Christ, and hath
raised up to sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus.” In all this God has put us in the
same circle and on the same level with His Son.
As He is not of the world, so we are not of the
world. As He is in heavenly places, we are there
likewise, seated in Him. As He lives possessed of
the Father’s love, so do we. We are .heirs with
Him of the like glory. He would, as partners of
His joy, see us seated with Him on the same throne.
Oh, beloved, this is the portion of every saint. God
has given us a place in Christ, His own Beloved.
His portion is also ours. It is our possession of
. Him that makes us pilgrims here. As our calling
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is a heavenly calling, so our hope is a heavenly
hope. All things here are secondary; the world,
in comparison of it, is a wilderness world. Our
hope is'a heavenly hope. As with Abraham, so
with us; we have a tent, for we are pilgrims; we
have an altar, for we are worshippers.

On the occasion before us, Abraham was sitting
in the tent door. He was there, at leisure, as if
unhampered and unhindered by circumstances,
having a mind at perfect peace. It was in the
very heat of the day; the sun was at its meridian

‘height, when it is natural to man to long to breathe

more freely. This, we may imagine, was the atti-
tude of his soul; and surely, sometimes at least, it
is ours. Oh, how sweet to be sitting, longing, and

- panting after God! yea, for the freer breathings of

the soul in communion with God. Sweet such
soul breathings! as we sing—

¢ Each moment calls from earth away
My heart, which lowly waits Thy call ;
Speak to my inmost soul, and say,
¢I am thy life, thy God, thy all.’
To know Thy power, to hear Thy voice,
To feel Thy love, be all my choice,”

Abraham, we may suppose, was in the calm noon

of communion with God. He was simply waiting,

as it were, the special visit of the Divine Being;

and mark what he saw—* Three men stood by
A3



10 COMMUNION,

him.” They were there defore he saw them. Oh;
if we had but eyes to see!—I mean when we are
longing for God—the Lord would be seen as visibly

" with us. Abrgham just lifted his eyes, and there
was God! and His child was in the very presence
of God! How precious! how blessed! And oh,
how sweet is it thus, when in communion, to know
that the Lord ¢s blessedly with us! Thus, in our
dying moment, when the soul is released from the
body, which now cannot see God, we shall be
simply present with the Lord. What an image
is it, beloved, of how faith, in one moment, may be
changed to sight !

And now mark, here, the intelligence of Abraham.
He addresses the three as ome. He says—My
Lord.” I do mnot.say that he was fully intelligent
of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Spirit—but with
singular utterance he speaks to three persons as
““ my Lord.” The whole Godhead is in Christ.

It is our privilege to know that the Sow is in
Him; the Father in Him; and the Holy Ghost
in Him. In Him.dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. And the Father has been mani-
fested in the Son; and we know, and have abiding
in us, the Holy Ghost, who reveals to us God, and
who shows us what is in the Father and in the Son.
It is a delightful employment to trace what a full
growth of manifestation there has been from the
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first of God. ‘The whole Godhead has been gradu-
ally revealed, and we gaze upon the several glories
with unveiled face. What a word is that!—« It
pleased the Father that in Him should dwell alZ ¢Ze
JSulness of the Godhead bodily.” Tt was pleasant,
blessed, for the fulness of God to dwell in the
human body of the man Christ Jesus. No
man had ever seen God —the only begotten,
He kath revealed Him. Up to ¢hat revelation
there was no such knowledge of God. Till then
angels approached with covered faces—never after
They gazed on Him at the incarnation. One of
their company ministered to him at Gethsemane;
others were in the scene of His burial robes, as if
they had carefully taken them from Him, and folded
them, as we have seen, on the morning from the
tomb. He could say—and oh, blessed word |—
“ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father:”—
His love, the eternal love; His grace, the eternal
grace; His holiness, the eternal holiness.

These, as we have seen, were among the things
which form the life of God, the eternal life
that was with the Father, and which we now have
—even the life of God—of Christ. It is this life
which forms ours. Says Paul, “that the life also
of Jesus might be manifested in our bodies.”

But how gradual has been, from the first, the
growth of what we now see! In the beginning it
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. was God,—simply, sublimely, God,—who made the
heavens and the earth. But when man was formed,
it was the Lord God—an advanced truth of His
name. Afterwards to Abraham He is a God of
glory, which was much additional. Then #ke
Almighty. Then his shield and exceeding great
reward. Afterwards the everlasting God. (Gen.
xxi. 83.) That is, not the God of any one age
only, but of all ages, for ever and ever. Then
the name Jehovah, Israel had sinned, and may
expect to be destroyed. No, says God; you have
not till now known me by my name Jekovak, which
means unchangeable. You change—I do not. It
is my purpose to bring you into the land: my
purpose, whatever your sin may be, cannot fall
through. Blessed truth for us!

But who, in the days before Christ, ever knew tlze
Father as we know Him? or the Son, as such? or
the Holy Ghost, who is with us, and shall be in us,
for ever. How blessed to trace it all out!

Now Abraham, when he saw the Lord, ran to
meet Him. O, the readiness of his heart! being
in communion. If the Lord were suddenly to
appear to you, it is running ewey you might be.
If you were brought suddenly and at once into the
presence of God, would it be your joy, your delight ?
But Abraham had seen the God of glory, and thus
had known what He was; he knew the love which,
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had given him his portion: and *there is no fear .
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear.” We
are never afraid to meet with those we love. The
moment his eyes were lifted, and he saw God, he
ran to meet Him. Is that your attitude, beloved?
Are you delighting in the nearness of God—
speaking to Him as a man speaketh with his
friend? And when He presents Himself as He may,
at death—when the mystic soul is revealed, sepa-
rated from the body, will it be yours to—

¢Run up with joy the shining way,
To embrace your dearest Lord ?*’

It was in the broad noon the Lord appeared in
Mamre; yet was it eventide with Lot in Sodom.
The light was fast diminishing there. The day
- was far spent, and the night was at hand. Lot
must pass through tribulation, and be saved so as
by fire. And if the righteous scarcely, or with
difficulty, be saved, where will the ungodly and the
sinner appear? Where, alas! When they shall
say peace and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon them : “for as in the days that were
before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also
the coming of the Son of Man be.”” “For if God

. A4



14 COMMUNION.

spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment ; and spared
not the old world, but saved Noah, the eighth
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the
flood upon the world of the ungodly; and turning
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, con-
demned them with an overthrow, making them an
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;
and delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conver~
sation of the wicked (for that righteous man,
dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing,
vexed his righteous soul from day to day with
their unlawful deeds): the Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptation, and fo reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun-
ished.” .

It was no fast declining day, or terrible coming
night with Abraham; it was high, broad noon.
The Church will have had ¢£s night, made such by
the previous absence of the Lord, when He comes
to take vengeance on all.who know not God, and
obey not the Gospel. She will be with the Lord
taken away, as 1 Thess. iv., before the judgments

" descend, and when He comes ¢ judgment she will
descend with Him. Among the many reasons why
the Church will zof &e in the tribulation, this one
safficeth me—that when the Lord comes in judg-
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ment, and to execute His wrath, the Church will
come with Him—will, in fact, be spectators of that
wrath.

And now said Abrabam, “My Lord, if now I
have found favour in Thy sight, pass not away I
pray Thee from Thy servant.”” Let me hold Thee,
says Abraham; now I have got Thee. But for
why? Was it merely for himself? No. “Leta
little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, and I will
fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts.
After that ye shall pass on, for therefore are ye come
to your servant.”

Do you understand this?. ¢ For therefore are ye
come.” What words! What intelligence of God!
What a secret! For ““ the secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him.” Traly the Lord had
come for this very thing: not so much to give,
though He would give, but to receive, yea, to be
Jeasted ; not to feast, though He does feast us, but
now Himself to be feasted. How wonderful! and
how precious to the soul that knows and loves it !
Surely His delights are with the sons of men, and
His rejoicings in the habitable parts of the earth.
That it was the Lord who had come the whole -
statement shows.

. If you have any difficulty as to this, you find Him
saying, “Shall 7 hide from Abrabam that thing
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which 7 do?” Then giving the promise of Isaac,
and telling the doom of Sodom, showing how pal-
pably it was the Lord. How marvellous the Patri-
arch’s intelligence! Said Abraham, ““Let not the
Lord haste away ; I will prepare a feast.” Tt was
as if Abraham knew what was the desire of God—as
if he had said, I know His joy in me. I know
that in which His soul delighteth. Blessed be His
name! He has, indeed, fed me with both bread
and wine, and filled me with that which He alone
could give ; so I needed not to take the spoils taken
from the kings in the Vale of Siddin; and now in
my turn I will feast the Lor . Bold, but true
utterance; *for therefore is my Lord come.”
Think of God, beloved, who long afterwards
found a cup of refreshing from the woman of Sychar
saying, * Give me to drink,” now coming to Abraham
to be refreshed by him; yea, coming to be.
feasted by him! Hence Abraham orders *three
measures of meal and a calf from the herd.” It is.
the fifteenth of Luke reversed. There the returned
son is feasted by the father, who prepares for him
the fatted calf; here it is the returned son pre-
paring the feast for the Father. Who can doubt
that the feast in both cases was Christ? Ah! this
is what God likes, that we should bring Him Christ:
He complained of Israel, that they had brought
Him no small cattle, no lamb or kid of their. burnt
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offerings. What God wanted was “ the sweet cane”
and the « fat ’—that which set forth the precious-
ness—jyea, the very perfectness * of the Son of His
love.” I am speaking concerning believers, but it
is true concerning the sinner. God says, ““ You
have not brought me Christ ; you have brought me
your sins, your difficulties, your doubts, your cares,
your burdens, your sorrows, your bereavements ; for
these surely I care: but you have not brought
my Son. Were you to bring Him, the sins once
on Him are gone ! the condemnation which He took
is overpast! With no sin or doom in Him you are
free, accepted as He in my presence! This is
what He died for. This is what I love.” ‘

Ah, beloved, is this your sense of what Christ is
to God, and of what He is to you? Is this your
soul’s delight before God? Do you see Jesus as
inexpressibly precious to God, as the one who, in
dying for us, has given Him highest glory? Do
you see that, through Him, God, who is & con-
suming fire as to sin, has had His way in saving us
by consuming sin on the cross, and in showing, in
us, the exceeding riches of His grace? O how
sweet is it in His presence -to hear Him say, “ My
beloved Son,” and for us to respond, * and my be-
loved Saviour.” Thisis communion. The ineffable
love which the heart of God has towards His
Son; you see it, tell God of it, speak to Him about

A5
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it, and of your own delight in Him, and indebted>
ness to Him. This, I repeat, is a far higher thing
than all prayer or confession; it is communion—
fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Christ
Jesus.

But where did Abraham feast God? Was it in
a palace or in a tent? No, indeed. It was under
a tree. Suggestively liere—a tree represented the
cross. It was a tree, when cast by Moses into bit-
ter waters at Marah, that made them sweet. It is
the cross which has turned all our bitter into sweet,
all our death into life, our hell into heaven. We
owe all to the cross. We could not have been in
the presence of God, saved from death and hell, nor
ever have known Divine grace or holiness, but for
the cross. When God met Christ on the cross,
who was there for the sinner, Christ must die. But
because of thai cross where the Saviour did die we
can meet God and live. It is through the cross
that God justifies the ungodly—makes us His
righteousness—subjects of His highest joy—child-
ren of His femily and home. It is when we see
this that God is well pleased. God might have
said of Abraham, “ He remembers me. He knows
me. He knows my heart, my mind, since I ap-
peared to him in Ur of the Chaldees. He knows
my thoughts how I know and love him.” Dear
friends, does He say this of you? Does He
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hever say of you, of me, yea, of some poor, lowly,
solitary one, such as Abraham was, “ He remembers
me ; He knowsme; He is got into the thought that
was in me before all worlds; yea, with that which
was the joy of my soul from all, all eternity »’
Yes, beloved, some of us are in this. We are in
the secret of His love—in the love that was eternal
in Him; and we see ourselves in the purpose of
that love, that it associates us with the Somn, of
whom we can say, “I am my beloved’s,” from
whom none can separate. Oh, truly, this is com-
munion. '

And, beloved, in the estimate God forms of it,
does it go for nothing ? Verily, no. Though God
infinitely delights in receiving, He ever infinitely
gives. He will not be our debtor. In this He is
like any other father. Were your child to come to
you and say, I know what you love—your mind,
your purposes, what would be the effect on you?
Would you not say, is not this love to be requited?
is there anything I can do for him? Thus God
says, shall I hide from Abraham what I am going
to do in Sodom, or can I keep from him my purpose
as to Isaac.

Beloved, what does He not delight to reveal to
us? He has not called us servants, for servants
know not what their master doeth. He has called us

Jriends. The word, which is His revealed mind, shows
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His love in the eternal past, and what are His
purposes for the future. The Spirit of God,
who searches the deep things of God, dwells
also in us, and reveals them to us. The record
containing them is complete. There is no new or
further truth to be added. Full light has He shed
on the coming doom of the Sodom of this world,
on Lot’s deliverance, and on the Church, whose
calling is heavenly, and who, ere the judgments fall
on this present evil age, will be saved from the
coming wrath, caught up, as it is said, into the air
to be for ever with the Lord. Ob, it is whilst in
communion that the Spirit brings all to our remem-
brance, helps our memories, and makes powerful
and blessed in our life what He teaches through the
Word to the soul. Blessed Spirit! let us not
hinder or grieve him. In true communion there is
no hindrance. In Mamre, away from Sodom, and
not in Sodom, is the scene of His unfettered
fellowship.

And now, beloved friends, what seeds of precious
things are there in this theme. How suggestive
of many personal practical inquiries. And, first,
are we in communion? Try yourselves by your
recollection of this very day. What was the cha-
racter of your secret moments this morning before
God? I do not ask Zad you such moments; but,
having them, were you in communion.? or were you_
hurriedly, and it may be confusedly; asking, asking?’
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seying, “Lord, give me this, or I want that; or,
Lord, I confess this or dgplore that?”” Has this
been the character of your approaches to God?
¢ Ah yes,” some may say, “I never seem to know
any other.” Years and years pass on, and I am
always in doubt, or fear, or want. I know but
little of what Abraham had—unhindered fellowship
with God. Alas! many pass their lives, and
(though saved) are simply paupers, ever hanging
on upon God, as it were, as if in sore want. Do
I make light of prayer? No, indeed. Prayer is
blessed—confession is blessed. But why not com-
munion blessed ? Is there never to be a mind at
such perfect peace with God, and such leisure from
its own wants, that it can speak to God of what is
dearer to Him than all other things—even of the
Son of His own love—presenting to Him Jesus,
Jesus, Jesus only, saying, *for therefore is my
Lord come.”

For the soul to enjoy communion there are many
things needed.

Knowledge is needed.

True, there may be much knowledge and little
communion ; and there may be much communion
with little knowledge. Yet God, in indulging us
with so much of His own knowledge, shall I say His
own secret mind, intended that our intercourse with
Him should be commensurate therewith,
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Accordingly, to be in communion with God, ‘one
ought to know fully what God is—that He is Zove ;
and what are His eternal purposes of love towards
us. That love was a special love; it was such a
love as had never before been known to be in God—
a love which embraced man as a child, providing for
him the best things God could give. The best robe
had never been worn by angels; the fatted calf
never provided for fkem. Man, as a special child
of God, or the Church specially- with the Lord,
will be a theme of their wonder and joy throughout
all ages. When I know what are the thoughts of
God towards me, my communion will be according
to them, according to their exceeding riches in grace.

If we would enter in some measure into the love
of the Father to us who are saints, we must look at
the love which, before all worlds, found its one
object in Him who is the Son of that love; for,
wondrous and vast as is the thought, #%a? is the
very love which now, by virtue of our oneness with
Him, He lavishes upon us. Did you ever think of
it, that whilst bestowing upon us such infinite bless-
ings and privileges, God withholds not even this,—
the very same love which from everlasting had
centred in Him? That such is the fact is shown by
the words of the Lord Himself, in John xvii., where
He prays the Father “ That the love wherewith Thou,
hast loved Me may be in them.”
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- 'There are two kinds of love which every believing
sinner enjoys, or ought to enjoy, concerning God ;
viz., first, the love. of God which He uniformly
exercises towards His creatures; for example, He
loves all those bright beings above. They are His
own creation. He could not but love them. And
then, too, He loved man, as madein His own image.
Ah! yes, and He loves sinners, as tkey are, in all
their sinfulness and alienation from Him. The
truth is, that supposing one whom I am addressing
is dead, unconverted, utterly careless, yet, O sinner,
God loves thee at this moment—as thou art. Yes,
God, we are distinctly told, “so loved ¢4e world ;””
not the world as it was—not saints merely—not the
world improved—oh, no; but the world of sinners.
¢ God commendeth His love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”” It
is this love of God to the sinner which He com-
mends to us, since it prompted to the wondrous
sacrifice of His own Son. How plainly do we see
" this love of Godto the sinner brought out in Luke xv.
Look at the joy with which the Good Shepherd
carries upon His shoulder the poor, wretched, wan-
dering one whom He has found. He rejoices over
it more than over those who are safe in the fold.
Then look at the parable of the los? son ;—another
picture which the Lord draws, to unfold this love of
God to sinners. That love did not begin when the
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prodigal had returned, and was within the home.
No; throughout the whole course of his wander-
ings his father’s thought had followed him; his
father’s heart had yearned after him. Thus with
God’s love : it had not its beginning when the sinner
turned to the Lord, but existed during his estrange-
ment from Him. Yes, even from before all ages,
the sinner has been in the thought and love of God.
And T may suggest it to you in passing, those three
parables in that chapter may, perhaps, represent to
us the interest which the whole Godhead take in the
salvation of the sinner: that of the prodigal unfolds
the love of God; that of the shepherd seeking the
lost sheep unfolds the love of Christ; and that of
the lost piece of money sought for by the woman
may show the Holy Ghost secking, through the
truth, or through the Church, to save the lost. But
the love of which I am led specially to speak, and
concerning which our souls may enjoy the very
<highest and sweetest communion with God, is not

this, not the love of God for the sinner—not the -

love to the world spoken of in John iii.—not the.

love of the shepherd to the lost sheep—not the love
of the father to the erring prodigal—not the love of
the woman to the missing piece of money-—but the
very same love which hitherto had been possessed
only by His own Son. I go back to before all ages,
ere creature or world was made, and there I see the
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Son in fellowship with the Father, and the Father in
fellowship with the Son, and that Son I see the one
and sufficient object of all that Father’s love. What
love l—an ocean without a shore. O the depths of
it] Well, beloved, that love—and such love as that
—now rests and delights in me, in you. Well may
we say with John, who in highest communion ex-
claimed, “ Behold, what manner of love!” What
manner of love is this wherewith the Father hath
loved us? Beloved, may you and I seeit. It is
the very love wherewith He loved His Son. Ah!
dear saints, this subject allies us to the blessedness
bound up with the very existence of God. For
that which made existence so blessed for God was
His Son. He shared with the Father a primal,
Divine, rank and love, which, since He was God,
knew no beginning, and will know no end. AsI
said to some of you elsewhere, what goes to make
up my life? A little joy and a little sorrow, a little
labour and a little rest. But what was the life of
God from all eternity? Infinite love Zo the Son;
unbroken communion and fellowship wit% the Son ;
and now I am in that love, and can never be sepa-
rated from it. * Who, skall separate from the love
of God whick is in Christ Jesus?” It was part
of the life which was in God, the love He had
to His Son. How wonderful is all this! and
that we should have eyes to see it, and hearts
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to enjoy it, and souls filled with communion with it.
It is a life this which goes beyond all other life.
¢This is life eternal, that they might know Thee,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou
hast sent.”

But another truth here, and truly blessed again
is it for communion ; having this love—the Father’s

- love, it has shown itself in calling us sons. ““Be-

hold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
on us, that we should be called sons of God.” Not
saints, merely separated, which we are; not ser-
vants only, which truly is .much; not children
merely, which we were by creation; but soms—
raised to the same rank, the Godhead excepted, with
Him who is Son and Heir. Are there any besides
redeemed sinners on so high an elevation ?

And more, because I am a son, I have the Spirit
of His Son in my heart, saying, ““ Abba Father;”
and because I have the Spirit of His Son, I know
the Son, also the Father whom the Son reveals;
and I know eternal life ; and am a partaker of the
Divine nature; what was, and is, in God is also in
me; love, truth, holiness, righteousness—these all
have an infinite source in Him, and now they are
the life of God in me. And how is it that all this
love can flow forth to me? The simple answer is,
God foresaw us in Christ. Through Him, in His
eternal purpose, He saw us invested with the holi-
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ness, light, life, and beauty which also were in Hini.
It was thus He saw us fit objects of His highest
love ; having removed all obstacles which our fallen
and corrupt condition as sinners had placed in the
way. This He did by the death of the cross; by
.which holiness, {ruth, righteousness have not only
been vindicated, but gloriously displayed, in colours
which otherwise they never could have worn.
Through these, or as the result of such display, the
sinner ¢ the righteousness of God in Christ, and can
stand eternally in God’s presence, and have commu-
nion with all that he can find to be in God. Ah!
beloved, when I know this grace in which, as a
believing sinner, I stand, I see it is all in Him;
it is all there, £Zere—in a once crucified, but now
risen Jesus—it is all, all, all in Him.

And then, further, this love supposes rank cor-
responding to the position. It is not every child
of the family that is an heir; the rank of heir is
the exclusive privilege of one. But that glory
was not enough for us or for Him, so He brings in
adoption, and thus makes us “ sons” by emphasis—
heirs—heirs of what? Heirs of the whole inherit-
ance of Christ, viz., God Himself—* heirs of God.”
Ohb, beloved, in God are realms of love—realms of
grace—abysses of love—deep, unfathomable abysses
of grace; and we are heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ: our rank corresponds with our posi-
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tion. And we have, moreover, a %ope corresponding
to this rank—* We are to be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is.”” Oh, what a Zope /—* like
Him.” 7Yes, beloved; and when you and I look
~ upon Him, the God-Man, we shall not see Him
with visage marred, but with countenance re-
splendent with glory. And think of it—we shall be
“like Him"—formed after the pattern of His beauty
—His holiness, His righteousness, His glory. Oh,
what communion, beloved, may not the heart now
find in the knowledge and blessedness of this hope !
—a hope full of glory. And what a life! I must
see to it, that my daily life in everything corresponds
to this blessed anticipation of being with Him and
like Him for ever. - Oh, bethink with yourselves,
when He comes, we shall come with Him; when
He reigns over this redeemed world, we shall reign
with Him ; and when He is seated on His throne—
having put down all rule, having reconciled all things
unto Himself—we shall be with Him, knowing
His joy, and sharing His glory. Again I say, need
communion with Him be a form, a name, when a
hope like this is ours? Well, indeed, may we say,
‘What manner of love the Father hath bestowed on
us! No angel was ever loved with love like this.
But as for you, oh, believing sinner, He will surely
make you to sit down with Him on His thrope. But
the throne is not Himself. You will have Himself !
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‘Oh, Tam tired of not realizing it! Al Icandois, to
say, * Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly;” for why
want Him to tarry a day, or an hour, but for one
thing—that such as some of you may be saved?
‘But at any moment He may come—come into the -
air yonder, made radiant by His presence, to reveal
Himself, and to gather up His saints together to
Him there; quietly, and unperceived to the world,
He will arrive, there, and His saints will disappear.
“ Where are they P’ will be the exclamation by and
bye on every hand ; it will be a little while’s wonder
to the'world. Said the blessed Lord when He
was about to leave those sorrowing disciples—* I
am going away, but I will come again;” “I go to
prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare a
Place for you, I will come again, and take you unto
myself”” (you disciples, saints of this whole age, who
have believed on Him, owning Him during His
rejection, both Lord and Christ), * that where I am,
there ye may be also.” The Lord Himself, says
Paul, referring to this promise, will descend from
heaven fo ke air, to which scene He will take us
up; those who sleep in Jesus will be raised from
their graves, and we who are alive and remain will
be caught up together to the Lord in the air; and
so we shall be for ever with the Lord. Hence, as
I believe that coming will not be a public one—
will not be to the earth at all—but a coming merely
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to the air, to take home His saints ; when He comes
publicly to Zkis earth, then they will all come with
Him: “for when Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in
glory.” But they must first go fo Him ere they
can come witk Him. What a time! we shall be
taken away, and shall all enter into the same glory
togetker : not one of all the loved members of His
body will be missing—not one absent; no, nor yet
one in the glory before another; the widow will
again embrace her son, and together they will enter
into the glory; and the child will enter into the
same glory with the parent; and the Head will
enter the glory with all His members—one body—
one Christ : not the Head even in glory before the
members, nor yet the members before the Head.
Seeing, then, that such blessedness is ours, what
communion may we not enjoy! what fellowship
with the Son! Well may John say, * These things
write I unto you, that your joy may be full.”
Well may he declare that ““it doth not yet appear
what we shall be.” No, the glory is so great, the
happiness of that hour so transcendent, that we
do not know what it will be, or what we shall be;
we only know, and that, for the present, is enough,
that we shall be lite Him—like Him—like Him.
Some-seem to doubt whether we shall know each
other there. Well, indeed, sometimes I think we
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skall, and sometimes that we shall nof; yet
surely it will be passing strange if we have less
knowledge there than here. We cannot imagine
that for a moment; but, at the same time, will not
every eye there be set gazing upon One? If you
hiave ever stood upon-deck, out at sea, and watched
the billows, you would have noticed that they
all roll in one direction; that though they clap
their million hands together, and are many-voiced
in their mighty roar, yet their faces are all
looking in one direction. So, beloved, will it be
up there: so wonderful, so blessed will it be to
gaze upon His face, to behold His glory, that we
shall be, as it were, oblivious of all else; and on,
and on, and on we shall gaze, thinking only of Him,
looking only at Him, ravished only with Him;
and so much so, beloved, that although I may
have been standing side by side for ages with
friends long known and tenderly loved down here,
yet there had been no recognition, no thought of
each other, and still no want, no neglect, no loss;
for we were all occupied only with HIM !

And believe me, beloved, all this blessed hope of
ours is indeed much for communion. The Father’s
love; sonship; heirship; likeness to the Son in
the glory; for ever with one another and the Lord.
* Oh, dear Christians, will you, after this, be con-
formed to this world? will you ever again talk of
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how much of the world you may give up? or how
much you may keep? No; rather let your testi-
mouy be that of a dear friend who declared,
¢ People talk of giving up tke world, but I never
had to give up the world; the truth is, very soon
after my conversion, on going inlo society and
speaking of the Lord, not liking Him, the world
very soon gave me up.”’ Ah! if you still wish to
be buried in the world and its pleasures and sins—
if the world de your portion, do not pretend or
flatter yourselves that this blessed hope and this
communion with the glory are yours; but, oh! if
you live in communion with Christ, and rest only
in Him, He will take you out of the world, by
making Himself so incomparably precious and \
lovely in your sight, that all elsec in comparison
will be but a thing of nought.

Oh, beloved people, may the Lord give you to

know more and more and more of Himself; may'
you seek or desire nothing but Him—Him— Him—
to know and love Him—to be in communion with
Him, till we see Him face to face in the glory.
. Meanwhile, to be in communion, besides the love
and purpose of God, I should know the value of the
blood of Jesus; what it has done, having put away
sin; and that because of it, in God’s presence—

¢ All is rest, and rest for ever;
All is perfectness above,”
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Moreover, we must know our place. Some, indeed,
never seem to know their place as inside the veil.
They knew of Christ’s being before God ; but not
that they are in the light as He is in the light—
_ in the same scene, with the same right and title;
and that as He is, so are they. What communion
may we not have when the Spirit who is in us gives
us, through Christ, who is in us, to realize our standing
in Him in the holiest. How blessed to be cdn-
scious of Divine life in the soul, and through
that life to have fellowship with the Father.

It is our privilege as believers to see our place as
already in heaven, with sin gone, death conquered,
and the grave emptied! Many Christians do not
see this. They are like the two and a half tribes
who were content to remain on the Egypt side of
Jordan, albeit the promises made to the fathers,
and looked forward to for ages, gave them the land
flowing with milk and honey. Instead of that land
they were content to remain In one which they said-
was ““good for cattle.” Singular that an induce-
ment apparently so low should have led them to
forego their divinely-appointed inheritance. - Yet
so it was. And so it is now with many a true
saint, who, although saved, is not living in the
scene to which Joshua-Jesus, our risen Head, has
brought us. They have a hope of heaven, but
they are not consciously sitting down with Jesus,

t
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in the heavenlies. They are out of this world, but
they cannot say, ““we are in the land.” They can
pray, but they are not intelligent worshippers,
having communion in the true sanctuary. They
are much exercised about themselves as to what
they are Zere, on earth; but they know little or
nothing of the joy there is for them in Christ,
which is full of glory. And the scene of such joy
is where Christ is, seated in the very presence of
God, in true rest for us—a rest never, as was
Fden rest, and Canaan rest, to be lost or broken.
He is there in the power of an actually accom-
plished salvation. It lies beyond the cross, and
beyond the tomb, and beyond self, and sin, and
the sorrows of the wilderness.
. The wilderness is past,
And Jordan’s depths are o’er;

‘We've reached that bright and blessed place,
‘Where we shall die no more.

He brings us in as free
From sting of death and hell;
Shows us ’tis life and peace to be
‘Where He Himself doth dwell.

‘With old corn of the land,
* He doth our spirits feed :

The Son—Hs rank, His life, His peace,
Are wondrous food indeed,

Oh to be always free
In spirit from this earth,

To eat and drink, dear Lord, from Thee,
Thou food of priceless worth !

I —
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Angels ne’er eat of this,
They are not one with thee ;
They have a bright angelic bliss,
But Life of God have we.

His life—the life of God ;
His peace—the peace of Son ;

His homo—His rest—and His abode,
He says are all our own,

O vast, eternal love!
And grace beyond degree !

That, Lord, Thy Church— below, above—
Should thus be one with Thee.

Beloved, what a place is ours! and what a God
is ours! O to know Him more!

But there can be no knowledge of God without
the Spirit. He is in every believer. He is there, the
promise of the Father, to reveal through the word,
the Father. He is there, the Spirit of Christ, to reveal
Christ. He is there, the Spirit of the Son, to reveal
the Son. Because we are sons He hath sent the
Spirit of His Son, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
Who that would know the Son must have the
Spirit of the Son. Such knowledge is needful for
communion ; also obedience. If I walk in defilement,
trifle with conscience, or neglect the word, the soul
must suffer loss ; and a chief form of that loss will be
want of communion. Ah, then ! what misery, what
loss of peace! It is well we know to whom to go.
Only One can make and keep us clean. Beloved,
are we in communion? Do we now know what it

~

T
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is? and where its scene? and what its power in our
words; and affections, and life? -

'

Communion with the Lord!
*Tis not on earth the scene,
’Tis on the throne th’ Incarnate One
In perfectness is seen.
The place is in the light,
Yea, light ineffable !
‘Where Jesus, precious in His sight,
Doth with the Father dwell,
*Tis there unveiled we gaze,
On love before unknown ;
‘Where eye of angel ne’er was raised,
Or cherubim looked on, .
There, glorious place within, '
‘We commune with our God,
‘Who sees us as He sees His Son,
Accepted through His blood.

For there before the Throne,
’Tis not what we may be,
But all according to that word,
¢¢ As He is, 8o are we.”
There we adore the grace,
The vast, unfathomed love ;
‘Whilst Jesus tells us of our place,
As one with Him above. S
O what a height is this,
For soul once dead as mine,
To find in God so great a bliss,
Eternal and divine !
O for the sweetest lays
That €’er thine ear hath heard !
O for the long eternal days
T’ adore and praise the Lord!
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