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Memorial H~ll, F~rrin~dnn Stre e t, E.C. 17th December, 1938 

Address by Mr. W.J. H•_; ckins . No . 21. 

HYMN No. 29. Prayer. 

Scrips. I s a iah 6. 1-13. 

HUMN No . 123. 

nev e l a ti )n 1 .10-19. 

This chapte r in I s:inh is v ery nft en us ed as a n app eal t o the 
sinner in his sins, and s :-, metim0s as a preparat ury w ;rd f nr the 
ev~nge lis t , pa rticula rly in prea ching the Gc)spel, but the cha pt e r 
can be taken with other mennings, and perhnps mo r e, me ticuL1us ly. 

Wha t we have here is the prepa r a ti~n uf a s e rva nt Gf the 
Lord f or n pa rticula r s orvic e . Ther e is no d~ubt a t a ll tha t 
Isa it1h, when this vision wa s granted to him, nlready knew the 
Lord, and was no d,:;ubt a -p i :-ius ye une; man. - But t ,:, b0 a p i ous 
young man is n •.:- t .:llt ·:gether sufficient t n be ,J. n e ffectiv e') s e rvant 
o f God. There a re l essons t ~ be l ea rned, a nd the r e wa s a l e s s on 
that Isaiah had t :: lea rn. 

Briefly, he ha d t , , l earn T' 'O lessc,ns - Firs t, the GLORY of 
the LORD, a nd secondly, his own uncl eannr') SS, his p c r s ,·- na l de file­
ment, a nd c ons equently his unfitness t 0 be a serva nt a t a ll. He 
had t o ho.v e the s i mpl est truths burnt on his very s uul in order 
tha t he mi ght be a fit vessel in the hand of the Lord t a be used 
o f Him, and~ think the refor e tha t the scrip ture hns a n applica­
ti on t 0 us all, especia lly in our cha ract e r a s witnesses, servants 
f or cur Lord Jesus Christ in such n da y ~s has neve r be en be f or e 
in the history c f the Church. 

Now just l eak 0 little ~t thiA chapt e r. 
In the first pl nc a you s een not e o f time , given 

first verse. 11 ln the y en r tha t King Uzziah di Gd 0 • 

the occa sion, a nd thos e bri uf wc r rl s a re v ery pre Gna nt 

in the 
Tha t was 
with mea ning. 

'rJha t wct s h. ing Uzziah? He wD.s ,:__ l epr,,us King . One, ::if th e 
s e ~d of David had bcc o~e n leper, a nd h e wc s shut nut from the 
pri vil c ges tha t we re hi o as n w , rshipp c: r of J Ghovn.h, ::md a l s o 
from his prive le ges a s n hing , and even fr ~m his privil a ~es A S a 
citizen in the hr1ly r~a ti 0m thn. t God ha d c c-i. ll e d ,.1 ut f ,,r Himself. 
He dw elt in n h ,:us e by hims elf. Hnw did it c -me c, bcut ? King 
Uzziah a s n l,inr, was c c1Mle c1 nmc•nc; t hc,se th2t hc1d alrea dy r e i gned 
suc cessor s t u Dnvid. ihe l ength of his rci cn exce ede d the reign 
of lJavid a nd of ;;, ,".:l lomr:n. He r e i gned 62 years, a nd they only 40 
yea rs. - Not only that, he asce nded the throne with s r ea t prnmise. 
- i\. yr) u11g man who det e rmine d t .:, vr , lk in the f ootsteps ,-,f his 
g0dly f n ther, l'\ nd he rul e d ri ght eously t o a c;re ·, t degr ee , s o tha t 
God prospered him mightily. The enemy na ti 0ns r oun d ab out were 
Gubdued under him . He m~de ~r en t improvements in his nntion 
and in the city of n~vid. But he had no t remove d a ll the traces 
,:, f id<.:, l c1 try fr om his kin;:;dom. There were stil}'high place s in 
the land, a nd idul a try wa s winked nt. There was the se" t o f 
mischi e f. Instead o f his h ea rt givinfl th~nks and gl ory t o God 
for the blessings that hn d accrue d in his rei cn, he w~s lifte d 
up with pride. fhe mor e he prospered, the proud er h e be came. 
Instead of ~1iving the r;Llry t o llod, he 9 11.ve e.; lory t o himself. 
He p resume~ even t o int e rfe re with wha t were the exclusiv e ri ghts 
of the snns of Ao.r un, ,=rnd n. l though Na d."'b a nd i\bihu ca ve s olemn 
w:_-, rnings t c· him of it c?. ;,ain and ngain, h o went into the holiest 
with incense. 
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He , the King? The Hi gh Fri es t a nd th e s e vn. lia nt Levites 
who did no t f e o. r the wr a th ,, f th e Ki ng , wi P --.st ,od him, but the 
c; r e- test n f .:1 11, GOD wi thst c -d h im. In the H·- ly Pl ,'."1. c e itself 
h e became LEPER. - immediately unde r th e stroke nf God. The 
m~rk of l eprosy r0se up in his f a r ehc~ d, o.nd men s nw the richt­
ful heir r", f D.'7 vi d , ,if the ;1 r ·,mi :.::;e s :, f .U ;::-..vid, and the sur o 
mercies uf .Li n. vi e. , s t Andinr-: t he r e be f C'- r •:: the t c r, mpnny 0f :pri ests, 
bni.nded rt s a L:Sr :;;.R .- Unfit t n be 1;, ithin the cc,n p;re :.~1, ti cm of 
IsrPel. God hnd smitt e n h i m. 

11 In th e ye ·, r t lv,t h.ing Uz ·~i o. h d i c d11
• He live d f :) r "' l ong 

time , but wb(, t 1:\ n ,mdinc; t c, t ht'. t r e i c;n! I'he r ~ is r n,, t he r :::u :pect, 
r.) f a Leper . - Like 1\ing - like pe opl e, If th er e i s ,'1 l eDr ,., us 
King ,_ n the thr ,m e , th ere will be l ep r JUS pe ; 0)le in his Kingdnm, 
1md the bli t;ht o f le:prosy spread thrc. u c;hout his n ,). ti on " Yc u 
ha ve only t o r en d the preceding cha pt e rs of this rrophecy, placed 
there f ·, r thi s ve ry purp nse, t o show you whnt a n imma r n. l conditi on 
preva iled ~mongs t the chos ~n peop l e . the r e the y we r e , full of 
g ,,od wc•rks, but ·, b:,min:1.bl c in the eyes o f the Lor d o Wh ,::i. t they 
di d with th e ir h;1.nds was d eni ed with the ir h e -rt s, Dnd God l ooks 
no t upon th e outw~ r d ~ppe~r a nc e , but u p ·n t he he~rt. 

So Isn i a h h~d live d f 0r s ome littl e time with ~ l eprous 
King, ::end .J.n :rncst :1 leprcus pe<.i;_) le. He ,,,,.-,s the r e . Isn i c1h, □-
p i"us young mo..n, W 'J. S sinfulo 

It is wt, rld-wi se t o be 1J i ')US. The r 8 ·re m"\ ny ni 0us y nung 
men who ask qU<:, stions. - H,,w d., c s it Ct'me ~b :~•ut t hnt such il 

pe rson should inh erit th e purpose Giv e n t o Da vi d , How is it 
thn. t this n , ti ,m th ,., t li0d hnr; ch ose n out of J. 11 th e n t h ur 
n ~ti cns o f the world t o be His peop l e , th~t the y sh0uld be cJ me 
like this, ma re corrup t, vil e , th~n t h e v e ry na ti ons a r ound? 
Is there nny r ea lity in it ? - P i ous yo ung men ! Th e r e nr e 
such t od, y, tha nk God. .i.'hey L:ok upon th e c ,. ,ndi ti r, n o f things, 
:1 nd they s e e p eop l e who proL~s s t he h ;-:- me nf the Lor d , do inc; 
thinp;s th, t th e v,rc-; rld would he :::tShnme d ,) f, Thoy sny, 1" "11y is 
it '? " You find peop l e perh~ ps eve n in their ve ry L.1. mili es 
doinc it. Why is it ? Is th e r e nny truth in wh~ t t hey 
be liev e ? Is there a ny e od in s n lv ~ti on? I s th e r e n Lord 
Wha di e d up on th e cr0ss1 I s th er e a ny pow&r in th e Scrip tur e s 
a f te r a ll '?· 

Ma ny a young ma n has been turnud as ide . But God ha d His 
e ye on this youhe; nn n. F. c wns t -. , be His m:,uth pi ec e , t n declnre 
the most ma rv e l l ous thin:s thn t God e ve r declare d. 

But h e nee de d t o be oduca t c d . He needed t o hav e a l esson 
t a u ght t o hi m in hi s s oul, in hi s inne r b e ing . ri e hnd t ~ 
l ea rn s ome thini dir ectly fr om Go d Hi ms e lf, in ord e r th~t he 
mi Bht be in the ri s ht t ou ch with God , ri ~ht r e l nti ~nship with 
Him to unclerst ,, nd thin u; s fr ,,m God's pnint of vi ew . 

Be l ov e d f ri 8nds , - y ounG fri ends - never r c~ d your Bible 
ns you would r en d ::ny rJ thcr bnok. Do not say ·,1 1 c .:1 n ma ster 
this, 'lS 1 c -:in ma st e r n bc,"k of .,uclid, c,r a f or e i gn l a n1·un ~, e 11 • 

'hen ynu c ome he r e , it is the voic e nf GOD, thn t bren th es on 
ev e ry pn ~e. \ voic e th~t CLl mes in its power 2nd e f fe ct t o 
those whos e h e~rts nr c prepa r ed t o r e c e ive the vo ic e ns fr om 
Him. His vo ice s pe'l ks as we wa it be f or e Hi m until it is His 
pl easure t a spe~k t o us a nd t n unf ~l d His mind unt o us. 
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\I,: 11, there i c,- th e f ,, ct, th '.'c t it wet s '' In t h e y e,'< r tha t 
Kinf Uz ~iah di e d, I s nw the Lor d sittinc upon a throne, hich 
a nd lift ed U:J , and His tr:: in fill e d the t e m;)l e ;, . 

He wa s withdr awn fr om the s c ene in which he move d. 'hos e 
terribl e i dol ~tri e s t h:: t we r e sur eo tici 0us ly ca rri e d nn fr om 
onE: bnd of the lnnd t c the c. ther. 
He wa s lift e d up in s 1irit t u God Himself . - THE LORD. He 
snw Him. i 0 u will ob s e rv e in wh~t ch~ r nc te r he s a w Hi m. He 
s::,w Him enthroned, ex,:J. lt e d , 11 hi 0h a nd lift ed up' ', "lnd th e 
s kirts c, f His gl c ry fill ed t }1e t em:J l e . 'fh e t hr (, ne :-rnd the 
temp l e were united in the , r e sonc e o f the Lur d . The Throne 
spe0ks n f G0V~RNVSNT, the Templ e the p l ~c c of WORSHir , ~nd 
whnt is due t a God . 

So he l e~ rned th t a mi ds t th e h 1. rribl e c ~nditi0n nf 
things th~t surrounded, th e Lor d was still up on His throne. -
;) till hul dinc th e r e ins o f gov•:rnment, still un,e: ff e ct e d in His 
~ow0r, a nd m~ j esty, ~n d ~l or y , by wh~t wa s pas sing throuch upon 
the e,rth. 

It W". E, a si ght th , t h e nev e r f, , r [l, □ t. lt riv e t e d his 
n tt enti0n. He saw th e Lonn lift e d up . It was th e Lord J esus 
Christ in Hi s p r e -incnrna t e doys. This we kn nw from th e 
Lord's ow n lips. The Lord Jesus s puk e , as we oft e n fin d in 
J ohn, 0 f the time wh en I s~ i a h saw His gl ory. He de liv er e d 
th 1t rnes sa~e thnt was c omnission cd t o ls~i ah. 

Th e Lord Je s us was th e r e , but He was J eh ~va h of Hosts. 
You h'":'. VC: •:mly to 1 <:Jk t hr uu ;:h thG ch ;-• p ter itself t n se e th::-,t. 
Th e 3er a phim a cknowl e dge the Gne s itting upon the throne as t he 
Lord of Hosts. LORD in ::: np i t :11 letL:r:.:,. JEHCVi,H. All the 
fullnes s nf th e Godhe2 <l the re . 

But it wa s th e Lor d Wh om Is~iah s aw first. Why wa s 
tha t ? Be ca us e the Lor d J esus h0s b e .. n the c entr e o f the 
he a rts o f His people fr um th e b c8inning o f ti ~e . It was a s the 
"seed of th e wc,rn:; n ·1 th,'.: t s i nful Eve w:'B t old ,.~ bout Him . The 
Lord J esus Christ from b,:gi nnin.::; t o Gnd thn t th e disc ,rns ,,L:t e 
sons of mon a re t o ld t o lo ok up on. 

The r e is powe r in Him. There i s Holiness with Him. 
The r e i s Gl ory with Him. 

I think we nee d t o h ::,v e this up <.1 n our sr ,uls at this very 
time . . r; cri p turc i s ful1,6 f th e mesr .a. ; ,,,1 nf those times when 
iniquity is wnzing wur se .:J.nd w,)r oc , :::m d if we :, re l e ft h ore 
2nother y0~ r, iniquity will be worse in n y ear' s time than it 
is t od~y, a nd th e declons i nn in the ?ro f ess ing Church will be 
p:r eater in a ye:cr's tim (, tha n it is t ,-:i d· ~· o 

,,re you pr e pt' r e d·? t rh:1 t is it t ha t We: need t o know? 
We ne ed t n know th ~t the Lord J e s us Christ is the Rend o f th e 
Church . The One t o Whom God hRs s iv en the t a sk of ~e tting 
thi s w,, rld ri : ,ht. He sits . hi13h a nd lifted up upon His 
thrnne o No othe r power cnn t ouch Him the r e , nnd whn t is 
~ivc n Him t o d 0 He will nc r fo rm duly in His own time . It i s 
for you nnd me to hnv c thnt firmly in our s oul s , thn t whatev er 
ma y hnppon, the ea rth mny tr~rnble , the wn t e r s of t ~e sen rise 
up in t ~mpest, but Jesus sits firm, a nd nu pow er ca n unseat 
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Him there. He is your Snviour, Ho ia rnin~. He is the Hand of 
the Church, 2nd He ~ill come f~r His Church in His time. There-
for0 we need not fe~r Gr grumble. Therefore we neod not think 
in terms of des _;eir th:-, t ne hn.s gone. lt is n Jt so. The man 
or womon who wr_)Ulc1 he a fit witness f,,r Him in thesE:: trllubL .. Ls 
times must first f -,11 hav, individu,~l c ntact with the Lnrd 
Jesus Christ, s~mewh~t in the way th~t is described here. 

It wRs fer th--,t ,ur~ ;us.; th·· t I rec-,d fr,;m tbe first of 
nevelntinn. The s~me truth is thcr~. John in ~ntmns, sees the 
Lord in ? way, so f:,r as we kncJw, he never sr,w Him before. He 
hqd ,,;e; .;n Hirn W" lkini:; in hurnili ty thrcuc;h this w,;rld with n,n,rh0re 
to pl:,ce His he,:td, h ,d heard His wurds ,1f sweetness :-rnd c<,rnfort 
to multitudes. uc- hod l . .-1rned somewh-·,t uf the LOVE of God from 
those li·, s that knew it ,'111. nut here he seos the Lord in His 
Majesty, 2,s the .'1uler, Governer, the One before './hc;m he f---,lls 
de,,cl. Ho has thrt ex-, rience becrrnsc nf th,J mes::,e;c thnt is tn 
be c,-_1m1:1i t ted t,-, him" - The visi,ins th<J t c,m8 be:: fore him as '1 ,re. 
recorded in the Book of 'revel,·lti,n. - Vh::::.t he~,rt crH,ld bear them! 
'Th::-, t s:·,ul cuuld L, ,k unmoved U;ion the t,;rrible things th:-· t "re 
unfolded in the Revel~tion! 
FirGt of a 1 1 ho needed to feel uy,n his b,noJcd he"d the hand of 
the Lord of Glory, telling Him tc· "Fc.--1r not;·. ]1 hen he wc..s 
strPn[~thencd t---, bohr•ld wh'., t the Lo, ·d sb,i:,red him, ,md t0 le2rn those 
ler; ons, of th0 dcvn::-.t2ti,1ns th,'1.t will c;me u; on thu c,,rth, n.nd 
the endiri~ of it 711, the new heavens ;7_nd the new e~rth 

But do not think that bcc3use Isaiah, Moses, and Peter, too, 
had those special exjcriences of lc~rning Who the Lord was, ;7_nd 
learning something of ,;is rolory, that is nc,t for ycu and me. It 
is for us :Jll ,"1nd most of '."'ll f,1r th(:,se who ass:,y t0 serve the 
Lord in this d~y. You mny serve in th0 wrong way. Your message 
m~y not be such~ one as the Lord would entrust to you. You 
must first be before Him in His mnjcsty and in His Micht. 

Now, Isaiah saw th0 scrv1nts round about the Lord. 
'
11 /'&.bOV8 it st(),.Jd the ser-~1:~himooo•oooooooo~oooooohr·.1:1, h;)ly, holy 
is the Lord of Hosts'•. 

Well, thClt was a v12ry be."utiful descri:,ti,m of :;r,).isc to 
our Lord Jesus, as well as the confession of His Name and His 
Godho2d. It was fer the instruction of Is~iah.- But the thing 
that wns imjressed u•1on him was the thrice hrly n2ture of Jehovah 
of Hosts. Why, didn't Isniah already know it? I believe he did. 
I h~lieve he had n very strong ide~ th·t everything c0nnectcd with 
God wo.s holy, but this is something su;"Je:rior, this is something 
bc~ond the ordinPry experience 0f a ~crson. 

I m:ly think "The Lord is holy 11 • - But wh,'" t was the vuice 1.)f 
those in the glorious tr~in of Him Who set upon the thr0ne? -
• 1Holy, hnly, h:oly.1. Thrice holy. He is hr,ly in !1 way th-'1. t 
mort(-:1 man Ct'nnot measureo It is c1. holiness th~t is beyond the 
c,rnoertion .-,f man. It is 2 holiness thnt included (?) the 
trinity of the Godhend. 

That is whnt he hos to lc~rn. The excessive holiness of 
un· God. Do not think that is an :1 cessL1ry rart for us. I am sure 

we o.re nc,t as scrupulous .:1s we ou[;ht to be in nur dcn.lings with 
the Lord. If we stnnd before Him, if we la0k upon Him by f~ith, 
as we draw ne,,_r to Him in ,--,rr1,yer, n.s we: cssny to W()rshi~} Him" -
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You say, 11 0h, but the L·ird is s, e; ,d, s ,, grsci, us 11 o - I know, we 
cannot rie,:i.sure His L,vc:, we canµ;t f then His ,,;race, but there is 
the other side f it" - Hc,ly, h ly, he:ly o Oue;ht we t., fJrget it? 
Ought we t,; be ,sc overc·,ne by the sense f tho grace: 1Jf Hin Who 
dies f.,r us thnt we f-.rc;et that He is thrice hJly, n.nd thcct an 
unclean th rne;ht, an unsuitable thr'ucht within ne is inc ,npn. ti ble 
with the holiness of the One that I an ad~ressing? 

Is thnt s , or is it not? Think ;fit. I w,uldn't put 
nny christinn in Bonds, but I h~vo thu scripture bcfnre □e, thnt 
the ,erv,qnt, oven in tho very presence of the Cne si ttinc; on the 
thrL,ne, says, n,,t tcJ IsCJ.in.h, but t .··mnther ,)f his fellow beinc;s, 
"Holy, holy, holy 11 • He said it f,r Is2iah to he,:\ro It was 
rneant that he should he~r it, although it is the conman thing 
among those high angelic inhnbitants nf the presence of the One 
lifted up un,Jn the throneo- ~nd if Isaiah needed to learn it, we 
need t,; learn it, by gcttine intn the presenco of the Lord nnd 
havin8 it imprinted uvm lUr hearts '.)nce and f--,r nll" - the 
intrinE3ic, spotless, ,,rmdr:ms h 1liness ,Jf the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He says, 11 The wh:,le Gnrth w::J.s filledil. 

Isaiah ho.d seen the dc.ys 1::f the cr,lury of the L ,rcl th,c t filled 
the tenplc, the skirts ,,f His gl ,ry hc:d c _,me dcwn there, nnd it 
was filled, but here was another thingo The wh0le esrth is full 
:)f His glory o '£he we,rkinr:s -:,f the L, ,rd extended throughcut the 
\•,h,,le e ,rth, nnd the ab:·,min,·1.tions tho. t were excercised at th::1 t 
m,;ncnt in the land cf Isr .-,cl wer,., but fnr n n:,r,iento The time 
would ccme when they would nll be swept away, and the uncleanness 
would be removed, th ,J defileDent tnkcn away, and the unholiness of 
the peo 1Jle nnd the c 0mntry they inhnbi ted wuuld dis ppe,'.".r, ,nd the 
' ;h,ile earth would be filled with His glory. They lo,~ked fr;rward 
t, that. It snys, 1nrhe wh,ile e·:rth IS 11 bocnuse in the presence 
nf the Lord TIME does not count. The future is as present as we 
nre b,2fore Uimo 

Well, now, wh.:,t wa., the result up,,n Is·7.iaho 
woe is me"o 

"Then said I 

I cnn henr snr10,me thinking nThese ,,re the ,,nrds of an Old 
Tustament Prophet. He did n'lt knuw the w,mders cf r;rnce as we 
do, and we couldn't say a thing like thn t n. Then I am sorry f,)r 
you, If a ~ers~n cnn be consci usly before the Lord, not in 
public, but in pri v te, nlone, and have n visiun ,if the mnrvelLius 
h, liness. of God, and still be a pharisec, he does not know iliere 
he is, nnd he does not know whnt he iso 

"Woe is r1t:". He h,d lenrned th~t the people .;f Israel were 
exp ,sed t, the wces .lf the Lord.- ,ie::.d the e,:rliest cho.pters, r-tnd 
there ·ou see the woes, one ftcr nnother, because of their sins. 
Oh, says Is:iio.h, ''\Joe is men"_ /\.s I bohold the glory of the Lord 
and think of myself, I am just like le ,r,;us Uzzi2h my kine;. He 
was :1. leper. 111'/oe is ne, LJr I ar1 undcn0 1

'"- Th,'1t is, :me 
susceptible t·, the stroke :.!f justice·, just ns Uzzinh was. nrn 
myself dwelleth no g od thine.;". \.Jhen I c A!e intc the presence 
of the Lord my uncler;nness is revcnled as when llzzinh was in the 
presence Jf the Lord his unclc,nness was made manifest, and men 
could sec the uncovered place on his person, on his forehead.­
There WAS tho mark of leprosyo 
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So, when we c ome int o the presence of the Lord we do not l ook 
upon our own f or ehe~ds, we l ank upon our h e~rts, nnd we say, if we 
nre nen ,_J f truth,· "Woe is r10, f nr I cun un cl,J ne" , I n.m n. r.w n:1.ble t o 
the judgrncnt of God. I a~ in myself as much n l cne r as any nther 
l epe r in Isrnel. 

It wns th e truth nbout himse lf. He lu ~rned whn t he was in 
his i: ,wn 1'1<:::i'lrt, ns .<:1 r,;-1.n, as one, thou_,~h he W"lS born o f God, ye t 
still had the na ture which vns inve t c r i t o (?) in its positi~n tn 
God, full of unclennness. 

It i s h ere w~ l c~rn these lessons 'l bnut ourselves. They nre 
set out in de L , il in ,:: xp)s it i:;ry f ,) rm in the ,~pistle t o the Rc r.vrns. 
There we find God's -,ruvision f nr the: sins th."\ t w2 h::. vc c mrni tt ed , 
but when we ~a t t o the 6th, 7th, nnd 8th chnpters, we get there the 
sin th~t is within us . - Aw ful, tr e~che r ous thini th., t cnn nev e r be 
cured. There it is. troubled ma n who ha d been justified be fore 
God, but h2d t o l e~ rn thnt s 0 f ~r a s he is c onc erned, his case is 
hopeless. nwh ,) shnll de live r r.1e fr (·,m thi s b ,.idy of der, th'? 11 He 
finds no res nurce a nywhere but in the Ono th~t sat upon the throne.-
111 th., nk my God throu gh our Lord Jesus Christ n o 'i'her,~ wi'.s the 
pl,-:-i c e . 

This m2n says the truth nbout hims elf, he confesses his rea l 
stn te nf hc :-rt in th8 preuenc12 of the Lord of Hosts. 111:,/oc is me, 
f or I etri :::i m:tn of uncl0nn lips 11 o He SAYS it.- By the LIP. Out 
of the HE/\,1T c om es evil thoughts, but it is with the spoken WORD 
which indic ~to s wh ~t is in the henrt. We nre ~11 li 2blc to off end 
in WORDo The uttera nc e dcclnres th e uncleanness th~t is within, 
and Isninh, b0cetuse he had this seed of uncl eanness within himself, 
there for e s cnc ti r.H.: or c th l:! r i ', would e :c;c 0,pe out of his lips. His 
lips would be defiled. 

It is so. Th e evil word embodies th e evil ur wrong thought 
which is o f f ensive, nnd which needs t o be pur'ed, to be clennsed. 

I sn iah w□ s l 0~ rninc this lesson, and we h,ve t,j lc nrn the 
r'.D.me 1-::sscm. It is s nr.ething th:: t h e nev e r w0uld l Gn. rn in the 
scho •.• l of the Fr,_·phets. He woul,: n -3 ver l e,.,rn fr orn the l a w of 
Moses. No! He sc:.id 11 thne eyes h , ve seen the Lord of Hosts. I 
have been before II im, and there I fs-1 t my ne e d'1

• 

Wns it not s o with Pct&r, when t e wn s in t~e presence of 
Jehov.:-, h of Hosts. Jehov:,_h the :.~:-vi our, when he t-10s in trw bD, t 
and saw the fishes .'3;"' the ring :1 t th0 wnrc1 r:, f their Cr e~ tor nnd 
Sust0iner, he fell down c\t His fe .. t :rnd s--i.id . '' Depart fr or:1 me, I 
nm n sinful mnn, 0 Lord 11

• "The unclec.-.n worc1 has gone out of my 
lips, I ·hnve doubt e d Who cri hou o.rt 11 • - HDep:-' rt fr c m me, I :-,m n sinful 
mGn, 0 Lord ; o He felt it. It was sinc ere from the lips of n mnn 
who was not a strnn~e r to th e Lord. It was not the first time he 
h~d come in contnct with the Lord Jcsuso But he had seen His power. 

Job, wh en he had s uen the Lord.- ho had he a rd of Him before, 
with the hec1.ring o f the e '.' r.- now he sc1.ys 11~'line eyes see Him; 1

, c:.nd 
he repented nnd c onfessed himself vile, in dust nnd ashes before 
Him. Job said th~t!- n perfect m0n, who wa s reputed never to have 
sinned with his lips.- he says he is a sinful rnnn! 

Am I telling you something str~nce and unwelcome to your cnrs? 
It is the w .y of truth ~-- nd holinosso It is the ,ry in which we 
·lone cc:n be fit ·nd efficient serv~.nt s of the Lord. We h·:ve g0t 
to le-·rn wh -,t we c, re in OUR.SELVES.- Not merely ~bs :) lutely helpless. 
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1-le C". n f..,_ce th • t. You sec, it w".S n,·. t ,nythine; th -- I: Is "_ i ·:h w'."'.s 
going t o DO.- Th ..,_ t w, s not wh ~t w, s trnublinc him, but he h'1d this 
vision, he h · d s een th e tr~nsc cndent holiness of Jehnv~h, r nd 
~bhorcd himself, nnd he s · id this t o the Lord. It is not 
necess ·ry t n s...,_y it t o others. S""' y it to the Lord, ...,_ nd then 
you will s ~y wh " t i s true. You c··nnot be..,_ hypocrite in the 
presence of the Lord. 

There it w::s .- He f"l·de this c ,mfession, ""'nd then it w::i.s th...,_t 
"One of the s 0r -7phim fl ,.:,, unt n me, h" ving ~, live co ...,_ l in his h,nd 
which he h ,..,d t ke n with the t un;:; s fr ,~ m off tho ""'l tr...r 11 • 

How wns Is~inh f ~r given? We do no t find th .., t there w,s n 
s ~crifice offer ed . There W7S no pri estly work o f offering up 
s ome burnt off e ring or sin offerin~ f or his c,se. Wh · t hnppe ned 
wc:. s th • t the s e r :cphim t ook ...,_ burninc; co,,l with the Lings, ·md 
tol1k it in his h ·.nd t o ls:· i--,_h, , nd he touched his lips with th·· t 
c.c-::--lco&l. It w·w m--king cnnt -..,_ ct with Is·•i·h's lips, uncle-:-.n 
lips, --,_nJ with , s crificc th,t hnd ~lre~dy been off ered. The 
live conl, burninG ember, wns the r e...,_ proof th , t the s ~crifice 
hnd been off e r 0d, nnd thn t its e f f ic~cy still r os e , ,.,__sit were, 
-~, nd it ·,1:1.s ·1_ sweet s r,v,,ur to Jehcv -·.h. There it w;,. s upon the 
nlt.:-r. Is ""' i , h 1ms th ere, but ther 2 w.·.s need th · t the two should 
come t oce th er.- Isni nh, h~ving cunfessed his c2se, then the 
cunt..,ct W ' S m,· clE., :, nc1 sn we oee the !c;n.me thing b e..,_utifully set 
out for us, ~s wa nll know, in the 1st J ohn, 1st chnp t er. There 
we rend of the sons of God ··w ·;lkins in Licht, rcs God is Lisht". 
They ~re w~lkin~ in the li~ht, ~she is in the Licht, nnd th~t 
light revecls t o theri their sins, .nd ;•.lso their SIN, bec'"lusc 
11 If we s,..,_y we: h --, v e no SIN, His truth is not in us". We :~ re 
dece iving .:iurselvcs. But thGr ,, is the presence o f sin within 
us, ~nd of th ~ actu~l sin th~t we c ommit, the uncl e ~n word we 
spe ""' k, thure is the provision in the s ~me nlrce f or us, bec ,.,__ use 
lllf we c onfess our sin-::;, He is f:..,_i thful :1 nd just to f or~i ve us ,,ur 
sins, ..,nd t o cle· ns 2 us fr om ~11 unri ghte ousness 11

• 

S[N, for the believer, is thnt which mnkes him unclc nn, 
unfit for God's worship ~nd praise nnd service, nnd th~t needs 
to be removed. How is it d,me? "The Blood of Jesus Christ, 
His Son, cle ~nseth us from ~11 sin1

'. It ~bides there in its 
unt nrnished effic ~cy ~nd v · lue . 

But ther e must be the cc- ntnct, nnd whecc docs it come? It 
is ~t the 6oment of CONFESSION. Who m~kes the cont , ct ? The 
sinner? (I menn the believ er who hn ~ sinned) NO. It is n power 
outside of himself. Who broucht the co ~l ~nd l ~id it upon the 
lins of ls~i nh ? l t wns no son rJ f A, r on, no Levite in the 
Snnctunry, but it w~s n he venly t tt end~nt, the one in the nresonce 
of Jehov~h. He c~me ~nd nut it on the lips, ~nd th en there wns 
the ,7.c, sur:1.nce, 11 Lo , this h~1_ th touched thy lips··. - No- one else but 
the one who h·1.d c cmfesscd his sin. Wh.'\ t 'v -7. S tht: re s ult? The 
result pf ;;e rfect ,'"l toncment. The sin wn.s t.:-,ken ·:w, y, ,~.nd the 
iniquity ex;1 i ~ted. It w~s cone . 

Tho v ery thing th --: t he neuded w-·,s th•· t this uncle '.nness 
should b0 removed, ~nd it WAS r emoved. 

Isrli''.h V•'.lUe (] th,t work of the Lord on his beh·.lf, .,nd we 
should v,lue it ton. But I ~m disposed tc think th~t sometimes 
wo very glibly c onfess our sins, ns if we were reciting u Litany. 
There is no h et·· rt work, no cc,nscience work. We s c,y '' If we hn.ve 
sinned, we confe ss our sins 11

• We express doubt whether we h~ve 
sinned or not, but wh ~t God w~nts is RE~LITY. The persun who 
aonfesses his sins, is the one who s ~ys, like the prodi cnl, 



F 

- 8 - No. 21 

11 F"ther I h".Ve sinnod 11
• 'l'here is no excuse, no desire to esc,,pe 

its resp onsibility. He snid the truth simply ~nd ~bs olutely. 
11 1 h:-- ve sinne c1' 1 • Th-· t 1-.rn s cr., nf essinn, ':nd you must sny the s·~.me, 
nnd I must scythe s ~me. It is only thus th~t we ge t re~l 
c0nt :,ct in th e sense we h ·v e it hurc:. 'o l e· rn then th e: ~.bounding 
tre'.:-.sures there '.r (;; in the red eMpti vo work of our Lord J esus Chrii;t 
C1.nd wh,'.. t is the f1,1ll effic,cy, f n r re ~chine e ffic ncy ,, f His 
a toning work ~t the Cross. It ke ep s nur he ~rts cl e' n nnd me e t 
f or the M~ster's us e . 

1iJell then, you sec., , the ane ivhn h;,_d seen the Lord hii:;h ."nd 
lift ed un , he nrs next the vo ice o f the Lord spe~king to him.-
111 he 0 rd the vo ice of the Lord. - no t JehovC'.h, but the Lord, the 
One Wh om he h~d seen, e nd t o Whom h e o~ad ~lleci ~nc e nnd obedience, 
SC'..ying, 111 Thom sh ·, 11 I send? ::1. nd who will co for US?" 

Strikinr; ex:, r0s s irn! "Whom shr:.11 I s ,::: nd? :, nd who will c;o 
fnr US 11

• Th e whole Godhend sends f orth this rnnn, Isn i nh, who 
hn s been clG~ns ed , chosen nnd ~r 0pn r ed to spe,.,_k the words n f 
truth in th e n'.me o f the Lord. lfo c .. '1 id •111,Jhorn sh:, 11 I sencL ••• " 
wrhcn S'~ id I, HER,: \M I". 

But ho had s :-, id :,,_,Jo e is mo, I ~'. ni und ,m e , I -:m ,, m;_, n of 
unclc.~.n lips 11

, r·.nd -, m1:m wh Cl s :'i d •1 I :c.m ::t m1'n o f uncle ;,_n lips" 
s a ys ;1Here c-·.m rn. 

Th~t w~s FAITH, wasn't it? He trust ed in th ~t word thn t 
c:1 me t o him, "Thy sin is purced ' , ,,nd hr:'.vine; hnd th:- t brou p;ht 
home to him QG a divine wor d , th e n he .--_cts upo n it in the presence 
of the Lord, :1.nd s:1ys , 11 I-I e r e '.'..m 1 11 , send meorr It dc,esn't me,n 
s o rmch "send ME", bc c:,us e th e- emphosis is r r, ther r1n the v erb 
SEND me . Th.:-t t is, 11 He re -:: m I, waiting. I nm in th e ,'.'.. ttitude 
cf expectnncy. I do nnt wnnt t o eh os c my service. I du no t 
wnnt t o t .--i_ke up 1l n y y>t1.-:-t icul:::r s e rvice, but 11ere I am, SBND meno 
''Entrust li1e with tho mess ~i. c;e and I 1'/ill p;o;r. 

It wa s of :'.ll im;1ort .~,nc e th:, t Is ,·i ::.t h s .:i. id thiG wh e n his lips 
hnd be en clc~nse d. If he h,d s a i d it with uncle ~n lips, whn t 
would h.·, ve be e n th ,:; ,r;,_,,) d? But h"vin c; be ,n cl ,c: ·-nsed he c~n spe::k 
th e words th~t we r e fitting in the e~rs of God. Then h e could 
respond.- Then he could, a s it we r e , va lunt eor f or service.- ~nd 
the Lord sn.id HG o 1 :ind tell this :people ••••••• . , ;i 

I trike it t ]~ -, t Isninh hC'..d nev c: r t::iken up such ·:i. m::ss.:i.gc .:1s 
th ,., t o f his own ~cc r d , bLc :c. us e it wns not ,.,_ de liverin~ me s s ~ge. 
It did no t se ~m t o be~ mess ~gc o f hope or s ~lv~ti on. It wns ~ 

judicinl sent 8nc c , r o~lly. It wns n me ssqce thnt would no t be , 
so t o .sp0,·'.k, t'ftcr his own hc-,.rt, just like J ,,n,h, who h,, d et 
messnce give n t o him, but be c ~us e he never hnd Isninh's 
exp~rience, he e rumbl e d when he was s ent, nnd he : rumbled n t the 
result of his s e rvic e . Heh~~ not l e ~rncd the pe r ~on~l truth thnt 
Is~inh hs•d le ~rned, nnd we do come ncross thos e peevish serv~nts 
of th~ Lord, v~ry often. I do not me~n those ~ho t~lk n lot, but 
those who nre in littl e mee tings, those who ~r e in th e corners, so 
to spenk, wher e the r e is v e ry l ittle seen, l e s s henrd perhnps.-
But they nr e there, ns witnesses f or th e Lord . Li ght s in the 
world. Yet the y g0t a little disconsol ~t e , nnd c rumble nnd 
compl·,in. 
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Wha t is the cur e f o r it a ll? I think the cur6 is this.-
I nm in n ccrt~in pla c e .- I ou ght t o b o ther e b e c a use the Lord 
h n s put me th e r e . It is n o t n pLc e I 6houl d choos e , r n d the 
thing thn t I ha v e ~o t t o s a y is n o t whn t I would wish t o s ny. I 
ma y hnv e to withstnnd brand ishment from other p e opl e . It is not 
nic e t o do it, a n d l c ~nno t do it, sh~ll n o t do it unl e ss I have 
l e ~rne d thn t I nm one who hns n e ithe r eyes, e- r s , h eart, feet, a ny 
p nrt of my pe r s on , thn t is worthy o f t he s e rvic e of th e Lord np nrt 
from His cl e~ nsine n nd His fitting . It is He Wh o must give me my 
mess~~e . He must c iv e me my job. He must show me wh e r e I must 
be ~nd wh~ t I must b e , nnd if I do n o t like it, well, I must rest 
in this.- The Lord h~s put me h e re a nd He has some purpose in it. 
I do n o t unde r s t a nd it.- I woul d much mo r e like to b e s omewhere 
e ls e . He has put me h e r e nnd I must stay. 

I think thn t W3 S the poa itio n o f Isa i a h. It is a moot 
striking thing th~ t this m~n should h3v e such a d0l c ful me ssage . 
to prea ch, a n d thn t the result o f his wo rd would be to ma ke their 
h earts fat, a n d their e yes h eavy. Yet, stra n ge ns the y nre, they 
a re v e ry r e ma rka bl e , b e c ~us e the y nr e r e c orde d iµ th e f our Gospels 
by the Lord Hims e lf, ~n d quo t e d by the Apostle Pnul a t the e n d of 
the ~ct s , a s the wor d o f the J ~irit for thn t d,-.y. 

The y ~re words o f imme ns e import 2nce, and I s n i a h's lip s ha d 
t o b o clenn sed in orde r t o do it . - (But we c nnnot go on t o the 
rest o f the cha p t e r). The subj e ct is, I a m sure , timely, a nd it 
c nn be purs u ed v e ry much furth e r into. lf you look, f o r instance, 
in Paul's ch~r ge t o Timo thy be f o r e h e l e ft this worl d , h e knew thtt 
the a postncy w1J.s coming , ::rnd the t d :->, rk di"'.ys we r e c oming upon the 
Church, nn d in his first Ep i s tl e to Timo thy y ou find thn t ov e r nnd 
over a ::so. in h e r efe r s t o th e Lo r d in His P01n..::n, 11 The King Eternct ln, 
t h e ;'mystery o f Ho line s ,s " , th e "'Bl.:;sse d and only Potent ,", t e 11 , the 
11 King o f Kine, s 11 Rnd •·Lord o f Lo r ds " . You do no t find thn t a nywhere 
e lse . Why? Be cnuse he is l onkine 2 t n d2y wh e n the a uthority 
o f God is n o t in me n's thou ~hts n t n ll. The y de spise Him ond 
will n o t ha ve His Word. 

It is a ll th e mo r e n e c essa r y , th e r e f o r e , thn t th e s n ints 
whil e they shoul d de light themselves, should le n rn His PO'JER, and 
thn t He is Rul e r ~nd Gov e rnor, Who h n s the r e ins o f things in His 
hnnds, nmi dst a ll th e tangle th~ t exists, He will bring ev e rything 
up t o pen c e nnd right eousne ss h e r e u po n th e f ~ce of the e a rth. 

Le t us s e e t o it thnt we , then, t a ke our c o mmandm ents(?) from 
the L6r d ,- l do no t wish anyo n e t o so ~wa y with the thought that 
you cnn go home t oni ght and ~o into your own chr mber, a nd tha t y ou 
ca n t onight, b e for e y ou ~o to sl eep, h ~v e this vision that Isn iah 
hnd. Tha t is not the thou ght n t a ll! lt is n o t my thought, 
it i s not the thought of the scrip ture e t nll. Wha t I mean is this 
- ~n d wha t scripture t eaches is, th~t if my heart is sincere to do 
the will o f the Lord, He will mnke Himself ma nifest to us, if we 
a re a bl e t o b ear it, a nd when · we nee d it. 

It is a thin g t o l on g f o r and wa it for, and we ouc ht neve r 
to be s ~tisfi 0d with just r e a ding the scriptures unl e ss those 
scrip tures bring us int o touch with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
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Mnny psople , especia lly thos e who fe e l th e responsibility to 
o th ers, nev e r se m t o think they need th e s crin tures mor e tha n 
the o t he r peop l e •••• • • • ••••• (?) Th e s criptures Ar c f or ME, 
a nd it was beca use Is~iah hnd thi s rncs r n~e , this vi s i on r: f th e 
Lord th~t h e was a bl e t 0 de live r thuse rn n rv ellous pr opheci e~ t ha t 
we find thr ci u \ hout the s ucc ec din s chnp t e r s , th e lon~est in the 
Bibl e , full of l ori ous trut hs □bout t he La r d , i n His e xa lta ti on 
~nd humi l i nti on nnd suff arincs , t uo . 

It w~s w0rth th e d i s ci , linc , th e e xpe ri enc e th ~t h e WGn t 
through i n his 0wn s oul. 

May th e Lor d instruct u s , a nd ~rl ucn t e us f e r thn t servic e 
He hns in store f or ench one nf us. 

HYMN No. 294. 
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Revelation xxi. 9-27; eh. xxii.1-5. 

I rea d these v e rses this eveninG not only as a continua tion 
of wh~t was before us on a former occ as i on but p~ rticula rly 
because they ~ive us thn t visi~n of f ~ith nnd hope which should 
be c ontinually be f or e the hearts nf ~od's people as they pass 
through the tri a ls o f the wilderne s s . F~ith is th u evide nce 
0 f thinGS not seen; the things of hope it substantiates and 
nakes real nnd tru e , f or wha t Gad has sp ok e n is ns ~nod as if 
it hnt ·1 lreaf y bee n done. f' · ith knows this, lives up on it and 
thriv es upon it. 

It was so with the men of old of whom we have a s e lected 
cn t 2 l ogue in Hebrews xi. Take . brnh~,r.1 for insto.nc e " He l oft 
his f ntherland and went out, not knowin~ whither he went nnd 
wandered as a pilsrim and a strange r in Cannan, nos sess ing not 
so much as his f oo t stood upon, but he was sustained and lived 
in c;rent heights o f communicn with God and of nssurrrnce of IIis 
will. What was it th~t sustnined th~t sren t ntri~rch, who is 
the '1f ::".ther o f th e f ,~.i thful 11 , the [_£ r o:1 t exC'.mp l e whose st eps we 
arc to f ollow, af t e r we f oll ow i.ihrist ';' It w2.s thn t h e l c:H)kecl 
fonr .... rd to wh::t wr~s c c~ming. He 1 -:ok -::: d for n city which h nd 
founa ~tions, so the 2 pos t le exµ l ni ns in Hebr ews. He was in his 
tent but there was t o be a city. He did no t s e t himself t o 
build n city of his c wn , as Cain did when h e w~s driven out o f 
the presence of the Lord or nftor th e Flood , as sshur rlid, who 
built Nineveh, or Nimrod who built Babylon. They t ook the 
situntion into their own hnnds ~nd s e t up something substantial 
in this world. Abr:1hnm hacl :. city be for e him which hn.d f or its 
builder, n:, t /~ br::h:,m but its builde r .'.:nd make r wr,s God. His 
eyes se~rched the futur e , n l• J he l uoked f orwnrd t o wh ~t was t o 
come nnd sc h e wns a ble t o triumph in his pnthway of f a ith a nd 
trust in God. 

So it wns with all th e pntria rchs. They lived in fiith, 
and their heRrts we r e resting in ho pe ns they rcfr0shed them­
s elves with vision$ o f whnt God woul d c ive tbem in dnys thnt 
ware t0 come. So it was with Moses . Surrounded with n ll t he 
pl easures and ttract i ons of a worl dly nr ture, 0nd ~11 th e 
Ci cnities, even with r oya l di Eniti es, 110 turned fr om them in 
his f:1i th, and he a cc ep t ed th e re -ri r•>o.che s ,: if Christ. For ns 
Abrnham saw th e Gl ori e s of Christ by f ~ith, so did Moses in 
Egypt, and he went into the desert ::nd p,;n,lered f c,r f orty 
ye.:~rs up on what God ·,rnuld de; f ,~;r th u bl ossin[j u f the world in " 
WD.y th:~.t w::1 s beyond his c oncept i on. But he wns c1. :: r e ,• t m,1n in 
the gallery af f n ith because of the hope that was b efo r e his 
soul. 

But th e apostl e l e~ds us, ~s w , know, to that gro ~test o f 
all ex;nnples o f f :, i t l1 , 0ven Jesus Him~3elf, 0.nd bids us L iuk. t n 
Him f or He is its 1,u thor :::. nd Completer. Wh '7. t wc..s im1,erfect in 
'. br::'.hnm, ls;1nc :·md J , c ob, wn.s :ierfc t in Him. No st :::. in, no 
fl aw , no defect. Ho was perfect in Hi s pn t hw~y of f c ith. 
Wh~t was it t h n t was ½efore Him from Be thlehem t o Calva ry? It 
w:1s the j: ,y th:ct wa.s s e t before IIim. So He endured th e shame 
of crucifixion, s o He suffered, becaus e thure was th e ~lory to 
f ollow, rnd o.s a ,I,c rfect M'l:"1 He hnd b0fore Hirn the sure hope 
of the glory thnt God would cive Him, nnd which nll the wnrld, 
t oo , should see in Him. 
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So it is csse~tial for ourselves if we essay n t all to 
walk in the pa thway off ith th~ t w~ should comfort and assure 
our souls with the hope thnt scripture sets befo r e us. It is 
our salv~ti on - we 2 r e s~vc J by hope, b e c a use it is hope th~ t 
enn bles us t o stre tch out beyond th e shadowy y c n rs, and to 
r e.?, ch out to wh.:-it is b c: forc, .-0 nd vc see the snlicl rcnd the 
substantia l, the c;lorious c1n0. a bidin2; thin;i;s th,,_t ~re beyond 
and we say :,Those -~.11 ,, .re mine , by th e srn ce of GocL Thu t 
is my future : th e r e is my p l ~ c e . Th~ t is whn t will most 
surely c ome for my pD.rtic ipn. ti on :rn0 c~<? li ;_;ht '' . How tho li r,ht 
will shine throuch t he squ~li d ~f~nirs t h r ou gh which w0 a re 
passing, th e tiresome thinss o f the m~me ~t, things which press 
u s dLlwn! As we turn away fr om them, an d fix our e yes upon 
wh~ t is beyond, ou r Rauls s p ri ng u, with new ene r gy and we 
press forw ~ r d and re ~ch out u n to the priz e of the hi~h ca lling 
in Christ J esus. 

It is for this purpose I r e fer t o th e se Gcri 0 tures, not 
with nn i ,·: eo. o f oxp ,.~ unding th em v .: rse by v e rso, but to show how 
Gorl has s e t these things before us in this attractive way and 
impr e ssiv e mn nnor so tha t we might h ~vc the c 0m f ort of them in 
our everyd~y lives. 

In th e v e rses, I h~ve r eQ d, we c oma t o John's finn l vision 
in th2 t r ema rk~ble suries we hn ve in th e Isle o f Pn tmos. He 
wns ther e , as we know, fer th e testimo ny tha t he bore. The 
powers of the world c onfinetl him to the Islnnd and restricted 
him in his l a bours. He was the re~ prisoner for the Lord. 
Wns it a lways t o b e so, th~t th e powers o f the world should 
triumph over the saints n f God? The Lo rd snid that He was 
scnd ine; His discin l es as sheep in th e midst o f wolves, but must 
th e y alwnys b e the p r e y of the e; re'\ t wolf? · ·as the re not t o be 
any deliverance? Th e Brak of Rovcl~tion is the Lord's t es timony, 
His own unfo l d in~ of the futur e for t h u c omfort of John hims e lf, 
and for ~very other s ~ int of God who hns the incomp~rable 
privile3e of suffering for the Mas ter, a s he did. The suffe ring 
was but n paosins thing and the apostle was given to behold in 
its gre~test form the uprising of the powers of evil nnd the 
passing upon these powe rs of t he p rovi d ential ju d~ments of God 
in the most lurid f~shiono God shn ll speak in the f uture by 
storm and te mpest, ~nd locusts, - ~owe rs tha t men fear, a nd so 
these judgmc nts will c ome with increasi ng rnpidity a nd sev erity. 
And what is it all for? John was ~iv en to se c that it wa s for 
th e removal o f evil, not only th e distinct enemies,and ~owerful 
antac onisms o f the worl d , but tha t which was de c ~itful a nd 
abominab l e , tha t gr 2~ t npos t ~ t c woman wh o pre t 0nded to so much, 
but ~as corrupt to the for e. It mu c t nll g0. The world must 
b e cle~red. There i s somethin~ to c ome , R new scene which wi _l 
unfold itse lf here in this we; rld, ,, sc e n e of ri :::;ht eousness c,n d 
p ea ce of c~ l o ry :-rnd of c. ivinc po'. ; ero 

John hns come to see this final vision. I s n y final because 
it is foll owed in the rcl~ti on n f wh~t will be in the et e rnal stnte. 
We ce t t h n t in the v e rses which I di d n o t ren d in the be g inning 
of the chnpte r, but in th e v erses I d i d r e~d , J o hn was take n by 
one of th c - n n Gels (thc t had the seven vi a ls of the l ~st plncues) 
to see the Bride, th e Lamb's bri de , th e Lamb's wife is a fi e ure 
of the church in her r e lntions o f ~f ~e ctions and eseeem for the 
Lord, or perha ps I ought to put it the o ther way which is b 0tter, 
thn t is the r e l .,tio ns o f n ff e ctio n ~nd devoti on thn t the Lord has 
for His church. He l oved the church ~n d Gave Himself f 0 r h e r, 
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and brou:;ht he r tl1rou'-~h the wiJ.derness by His S00iri t, ;u,c: 
present ed her t o Himself. It is nn exclusive picture of the 
church in h ~ ~ ,~ rsunn l intima cy with the Lord Himself. We have 
no vision of 'thn t. TlP t is 1,1ithin th e closed doo rs o f the 
Fnther's house: it is b ~twe ~n the church and th e Lord. But 
in this vision, we have the Dride, the Lnmh's •4ife , denicted ~s 
o. city. 

Let me first say a word about it. We must dispossess our 
minds of the c omm 0n notion thnt tho saints o f God he re a r e 
represented as dwelling in a city. It is n t s o - th e y are the 
city. When the ,rne,e l b:-, de John look f or t he: bride, the Lo. mb 1 s 
wife, he snw n city desc endine -ut o f hc~ven from God - thnt wns 
the bride. The church,- the t lorified saints are shown in ttat 
symbol, the fi gur e of, city. 

A city represents, of course, n pl~ce of covernmcnt, and 
ceneral control. There is a unity in a city, not exactly the 
unity of the body or the bride. Th ere is~ oneness in a city. 
All the company f orm o. comr.1onwe -~,1 th, so t o spe ·,k, but they rYny 
be diverse, so th ere is no re " son lo supp,-,~· ~ othe r S," ints bes ic:es 
the church are include d in t his fi 3ura . (But th2 t is only by 
the wny). They nr e ··11 thos e who ha ve pnrtiti;o.ted in the first 
r esurrecti on nnd who nr e c l orifi ed ~nd th ey t oce ther unitcdly 
constitute this city, because this is th e initial st · ge 0 f the 
~overnmcnt of th e worl d by our Lord Je s us Christ. He is now to 
tnke His sent ns th e ~ntitype of Sol omon nnd reicn in pe~ c e . He 
hnd ::i.p ,enred o.s Jhvid nnd subc:ue d th0 n" tions, no\! He comes as 
Solomon t0 rci s n in pc~ ce nnd prosnerity. We do no t see the 
Kine reiBninc , but whn t we dci see i s th e city, the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife , hn ~ this prosp ~ct be f ore he r th ~t she will be the 
medium through which the Lorct J eGu □ Christ will sprend n c omplete 
nnd perfe ct ri s ht eousne s s throue;hout this w· ,rld, :n cl o.11 n0- ti ons 
will rule in ha rmony with e~ch othur. 

Ther~ will be no wnrs or rumours of wnrs, no c~nflict. 
There will be no uprisin3 one ~ai ns t another. The virtues of 
me kness nnd lowliness will prcdonin~t e , not self-sa 0king , no 
hntin:~, nn qu :c rre llinc , no evil words, no sickness, or ::;rief · -
11h,.,_ t n scene t hn t will be! .,nd th0 c hurch will be, no t upon 
t he O."' rth enjoying th ese ,,hen :)men.".l blec i;in r,s, but will be over 
t he 1;;-•rth, th s: l:. in;: d ,m of the hcnve ns t h r ouc;h which the Lord 
will rei r,n. 

Throuc hout this desc ri ption of th e city, y0u will noti~e 
how nrc:d,:iminc:,n t th e nume r ·1 l nt He lvc 11 is. l'her .) :1.r c twelve 
::i.postles, t e lve f ound ~tions, ".nc'l multiples of twelv e , 144 cubits 
of the wnll, nnd t ~e lve thous~nd furl oncs. It speaks of admin­
istration, some thin~ th~t has to be done in order t o keep the 
world ri~ht. The Lord Jesus emn l oys Bis church for this purpose. 

When our Lord spoke in ? is y:t r ,:-• bl es in M:;tthew xiii ,, bout 
the ki,1cr1om of h e-- ven, :re spe :1ks of th e kingdom of hcnven now as 
a vory mixed , f fa ir, ½ut there is n phase n f the kiu~rlo m of 
henven th~t is not mixed , t ~11, ~nd He us ed two Jnr ~bles to 
show th7 t - the ,nr a bl o of the p£ nrl ~nd o f the trens ure. The 
pnr a ble of the ~e,r l refers to the church ns the Bride o f Christ, 
a nd the ~nrable of the tre~surc r e f ers to the church ::i.s th e city, 
the new Jcrus::i.l em which comes down out of he-::vcn. ,, trensure is 
somethin~ th~t c~n be used, ~nd us ed f o r others. i, ntl the church 
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is thnt. It is n .rand nnd 5lorious conception th~t we should 
enjoy the love of our blessed Lord in its fulln e ss in thn t d~y, 
but it nlso ousht t o b e ~ c omf~rt to know th~t the Lord will be 
plea&od t o use us in His servic e t o cav e rn this 4o rld in ri ~hte­
ousness. 

Very wa ll then, this is what we h ~ve underlying the verses 
we h ~ve rend to : ctha r this cv e ninc . We hnve ~ city speci8 lly 
mentioned . We h ~v u its wall ~nd we hnve its ; n te s , n nd we hnve 
its temple ~ nd we hn vc the rive r of lifo, and th e tree of life. 
All these thin:~s ore different phnsos in connectinn with the 
church in th~t dny which is t o come. All is perfection ~nd nll 
is ~lori ous. 

Now t ~lcini for a moment w~n t is s n i d n b~ut the city. The 
first striking thing is th~ t it h ri d th e ~lory of God. It is n 
VDry striking thing thGt it should b 0 s o . Thn t very fnct 
stnmpo} it as something heavenly. God 1 s clory is s2an in it. 
'fhen m~n wns ms de t o ~overn in this worlJ, to rul e f o r Go d 
nmonzst the a nim2 l crea tion, h e w~s mo d e in the im~ ge 2nd ~lory 
o f God. He wns God's rep rese n t~tiv e . How Jid he r e c e ive his 
s irit-life? He received it by the brenth of the · lmiahty in 
his nostrils, and it w~s this which set him ns s nvereicn over nll 
o ther objects of crc n tion. He wa s th e rul e r, the t ovcrnme nt~l 
rcprcsentn tive of God. 

So this city c omes 0own from God a nd the first thing is 
th~t there is n blaze of Glory which f istincuishes it from nll 
else. Lik e thn t m~n, stnndin~ before th~ hi e h priest's council. 
He looked first up on the n n g ry c ount e n a nces of his judges, a nd 
then he looked ~b ovc into h env e n. llc snw nerhaps an~els a nd 
principnlities and ~ owers ~nd mights, but he looked beyond ~11 
these because there w~s One s tanrling there ·~o h~ d the glory of 
God - He was Jesus. The g lory o f Go d sin~le d Him out from every 
othcc c ~lcs tia l object. 

So th~ city will come down from God and all eyes will see 
tha t it has the glory of God. We by 11n ture h~ve come sh ort of 
His glory, but now we can r ~ joice in hop e of the g lory o f God. 
In s o f a r na our hc ~rt c n r e up0 n Chri s t, we se e the g l o ry of 
God in His bles c cd f a ce ~nd there is s ome dim r e flecti o n of 
th~ t rlory in ourselves, 
o f the c lory fall on us. 
world; it is of God. 

nnd nG we walk among men some g limpses 
It is n ~lory th t is not of this 

We s hould be like Moses ~nd wi s t not th~ t our f~ces shine, 
but if we ~ re in line with the One Who is in th e c lory of God, it 
c nnnot be but something of thr• t ~lory will be seen in us. Oh 
tha t it mi ~ht be more n nd mor e now in the d s y of dn rkne ss. Then 
it will c ome in all its fullne s s u pon 1 world th~t has be e n so 
ha rrowed by persecuti on nnd suf 1erinc ., nd the cru e l )Owers o f 
evil, s ~ t n n having come d own full of wr ~ th because he knows his 
time is short. Wh ~t sufferins s, wh 0 t untold sufferings there 
will be amon Gst the sons of men in th~ t day! But t11e Sun of 
Ri chteousncss will rise, with h o~linc in His wings. He will 
appc ~r n s the city h ~vinB the 3 lory o f God nnd men's he ~rts will 
be c 0ntent as they behold th~ t g lory in the church. Lut us lay 
hold of it. It is for us. If we b e lone to the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be in thnt city and shn ll form pa rt of it. It 
is our destin~tion, our nmbition, our h 11pc, J nd our prize . 
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"Her li ght wn..s unt o n Gt •.)nc most precious, even lik8 n 
j a spe r stone , clenr a s crystnl 11 • ~h e n th ~ do or wns op e ned in 
hcnv en in chnp tor iv. J ohn l o~k c d into hc~v a n and sow One 
seat e d on th e t hr one and the li :0:ht o f th ·,t One 1·,n s as " n 
j aspe r ., nd ·,_ s :·r dine ston<_;;; . He r e •; e ·e t th e li :iht of the 
josve r, n r) t now fron God's throne ns it wr, s in ch ,,.,p tcr iv. but 
in the city of God, the hc:,_venly J erus2lcm - the li :~h t r) f 

j aspe r most o r eci us. f hcre s he shines '.7. n lurnin~ry in th e 
ski es - not thn t she r,os ,·c sses li r ht in he r se lf, the word will 
not suffer us SG t: spe ~k. The worrl we h '.7. vc hare is tha t which 
we h~ve in Genesi s i. Th ere we re~tl thn t God made luminnrics, 
or liGhts, ~nd s e t th em in th e h e- vens, th e s un to rul e by dny 
n..nd the moon by ni cht. They a rc lumi n2ric '. , or li s ht-bcnrers 
becaus e the sun is not the ori ginnt or of li Ght, ne ither is the 
moon. Li gh t bcgnn befor e th e sun w2s . It is but a sc c nnct -ry 
s ource o f li Lht. LJo it is with th e churc h . It is o.. light-
benrer, th e m0~ns whereby li ~ht shines up c n the e~rth. There 
is th o hc ., venly kin0dom, ,~nd th .:: e,rtthly kin(~ dom be low is 
suffuse d with th e liGht tha t shi nes fr om th e city □ hove . The 
earth will be the a bode of li sht, c on tinu~l licht, and msn will 
re j ,ice in the li ;;h t, .nnd walk in th e li c;h t, t o . 

Then a nother thin '.~ :-,bout the city wo..s, •·J\nd the city li e th 
foursquo..r e , a nd the lenc th is as l,rgo ns the brea dth''· It ha s 
.1.n o.spe ct t c wo..rds th e f ,)ur qu .-, rters of th e o,, rth, a nd s o th e 
powers of gGv e rnment which n r e vest e d in the city will co nut in 
all dir0ctions throu c,hout the c · rth, dispcns inc he· ·venly right 0-
ousness ctnd pf:: rf cct justic e . It will shine up r;n "' 11 men 
without f a vouritism, no t ev e n UD:i n God's h0ly l a nd specially, 
but i n all pl a ces, nort , south, cnst ~nd west. 

But it says furth er, thc t th e e n ro l with th o golden re ed 
'
1me::isured th e city with the re ,i c1 , t--ro lv,: th ousr:.nd furl oncs , . 

What i ~ this measurement here " Io it not to s\ow th~t cvery­
thin~ is ex~ctly ri ~ht. Th e city is th e r e , but i s it ex~ctly 
nccor ~inc t o God. Go d s ends down ~ s t anJ~ rd fr am h c8ven, n 
gold on reed and th e ~nrcl is there nn d he t nkos the measurements 
of this city. intire corr 2ctncss, ~bsolut e 8ccur~cy is 
esnenti;:l t ,.1 c:oo d cov e rnme nt. The k ii1 :' s of the wc rld r e: c n::;nis e 
tha t ~nd a ll civilised n~tions h~ve t he ir corr ect Gt~nd~rds of 
mensurcmcnt. In this c nuntry, thcr .: ir3. th e ;1to..n0.ard 
Dopnrtment whe re th e exnct mea sures • r e r e t a ined , ~nd there ~r e 
appo inted incipe ct ors t o see t h2. t men mc~sure thin~s cor re ctly. 
We all underr, tnnd how ncc0 sn,, ry t:nt if'.. And h e r e , in thn.t 
day of ~ov e rnmcnt, th e r e is th u co ldc n re a d t o show thu t in the 
city, eve rythinc is ~cc or dinc t o Go d . It i s n ~ol de n reed, 
incorrupti bl c 1 th.·; t qu::1.l i ty which cm1nut di s2.ppe .:, r and which 
cannot be a ffected a dv e r se ly in any w~y. Other me t~ls mny 
t ~rnish a nd ev en d isctppe8 r but nn t s o with col d . It is not 
affected in thn t wny und c o it i s usod t o s pcnk of 
incorruptibility. 

He me.::tsure s the city .'"'_nd it is t •:c lve thouscincl. furl onr;s. 
This shows us th ,t the fir :ure s we h ·ve li--, r e .-, re of t: he:: ,';venly 
nntur•J , nnd ther cf ,ir.:, if we try t r· i mri.r: ine them fr om our own 
standpoint we : et c onfus e d, beca use n city which is foursqunr e , 
~r cubicle, twelv e thousnnd furlon r s is inc 0nccivnblc. fwelvc 
thousn.nd furlonc;s we t,ke to ho fif tee n hunc1.1·ed miles. F:1ncy 
.'.1 city of th:·.t di_mensi on ! Th:' t is nci t the idea ttt all. The 
truth is just thi s . Gc,d is r, i vin _.-,; us her e ·, city r1 ft c r ,, 
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heavenly onttcrn. When Moses h~d t a ma ke the tnbern~cl e here on 
enrth, he was no t t o make it fr 0 m drawings mPde ½y his own 
artificers. He w~s to ~et it from he~ven. It was after the 
patters in the henvens that tha things were m~de. 1h ~t is why 
there is dif f iculty, ev~n now, in mc kinc nn exact model of the 
tabernacle, becaus e it is of a heavenly patt e rn 2nd you c 1 nnot 
reduc e it to the measurements nnd ideas of eorth. 

So here whnt we hnve before us is the h envenly J e rusalem. 
The idcn of the fifteen hundred miles is its vastness and ulso 
its treasure and its value, for we read thn t the city was pure 
gold. Whnt must its va lue be? If we try to comnute it in 
terms of men, our im::i... ·in,ition is st ,:icc;e rcd, but it hD.s come 
forth ii<' ,, ~.:) r1 1 , and wh:i.t He is brinL~ ine; into the world is beyond 
all human concepti on of value , r.md purity .md holiness. It is 
whnt God will brlng into this ~oor t ortured world. People are 
seeking pe r fect pe~1ce. How can nD t ions wD. lk tose ther in ngir )O ­

ment and h~rmoney one with another? ••••• God hns His city which 
in His own time He will introduce int o this world f or the world 
to see and for the world to ~ccept as n source of rule and of 
government. 

I pass 0n to another thin3 about this city, thnt is, it had 
no temple. That seems strnn~e, if we read thnt sentence nlone. 
A city coming from God, without n temple! J0rusalem hnd its 
temple. It wns the city of Uud, but ther e was the plnce where 
men could worshin God. But in this city, there is no temple, 
no building. 

11 Fcr the Lord God ,\lmic;hty, nnd the 1 . .-,_ mb o.re the temple of i t 11 • 

So then it is one vast temple. This city is d0voted entirely 
to the worship of God. God is there - God in th"t pnrticul~r 
way in which He is revu~l c d in the Old ~cst~ment, 3 S Lord God 
Almighty, (not Fnther, th~t do e s not come here). It is the 
F~ther's house, but the Lord Go d Almi ghty, tho Governor of the 
e?rth, and the Lnmb, the despised One \ho was crucified as the 
King of the Jews, He is to be there ns the temple. Unblemished 
holiness pervades thnt city: there is not n speck of evil 
nnywhere. What a pl~c e tha t will b0! The first s rea t thing is 
th.': t it comes forth, o. hcly city, c~e voted t o the worship of God. 
Every henrt there be2ts in perfect unison with the wil l. of God, 
worshipping Him ~nd displ ay ing His gl ory to the world below. 

Then there comes "nother thing about it which we must not 
overlook. This city sheds its light up on the na tions below. 
We re o-' d. in verse 24: " t,nd the n.:1tions of them which E're saved 
shall walk in the light of i tn. J\11 the nntions of the e·1 rth 
will enjoy the gr~cious light nnd communion of this henvenly city. 
The saints of God h ~vc it tod ny as their chnracteristic attitude 
th."t they 11 w.:i.lk in the, light 11

• God is light 0.nd in Him is nu 
do.rkness nt all, :-ind we, if we ,1. rc Christians, wr.,.lk in the light 
and we have the incnmp~rRble privilese nf having the li s ht o f God 
to shine upon our pa thway nnd if we will w0 c2 n always discover how 
we are walking and whether we ~re pleasing to God, or not. 

We are in the li ~ht. In the d ·rkness, evil c2n be hidden. 
Men love dnrkness r ~thcr th~n li~ht hc c~us 0 their deeds ~re evil. 
Light brinr;s out wh:: .t is e,,1od. Lie;ht c .·:us es wh.·i t is , ;,i od to shine 
in clory ana ~ttr~ctiveness and the li cht of the church will shine 
dowri"'u'poh this• W!Jrld · nnd · the n."" tionn· wil'.I. · hrwe their exemp1ar in 
the heavenly kingdum. 
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It is ~11 n f i gure but the )C int o f it nl l is t h~ t whn t we 
nr e tryin~ t a do s o fee bl y now, wa sh~ ll do full y nnd pe r fe ctly 
then. God w~nt s us new t o so w~l k in the li ght th~t w 0 sh~ll 
she d light on t hose thnt ~r e a bout us . Th e Lord J esus s a id, 
11 1 ., m the li ght o f the world; h .:: thn t f ollowt t T-. Me sha ll not 
wa lk in d:--,rknc s s , but sh,:-, 11 h:1vc the li c;ht o f life i1

• If you 
a r e wa l k ing in the li cht, t hen other s sec the wny t o wnlk by 
your f oo tst eps. It will bo s o the n in ~ full ~nd pe rf ect w3y. 

Then we find thr t thu kin ~s of the ~: rth r nd the ns tions 
bring the ir c; l ory :rnd honour _u ~t o (not~) it. It menns t h,".t 
the church b e ing i n the p l ~c c of h a: vcnly rul 0 ove r the c~rth, it 
will b0 rec osnised by cv ~ry n~ti 0n r nd by th e kin3s o f the en rth. 
Th ey •vL Ll bri ng the ir c;lory t c the hecev enly J e rus ri. l e m. The 
e ~rthly J erusnlem hns it s pl a c e . If we wnnt to r end ~bout thnt, 
we mus t turn t o Ez eki e l . But l e t us k ee p to our text. We n rc 
t ~l k ins a bout the he~ venly ki ngdom, 0nd thn t h eavenly k i ngdom 
will be for the benefit of th e nnti ons o f th e e~rth, ~nd they 0n 
t he ir pn rt will r e cognis e it, a nd bring the ir honour. Thon they 
will no t put ,,ne in prison , s e nd 0no to t he I s l e o f Pa tmos nnd so 
on. No, the will do hom~ge a nd fealty to th e sovere i Gn power 
n. bove the m. 

So , be l ove d fri 0nds , we shnll be o f s om e use in the Lord's 
h~nds in th~t dQy. Th e wo rld i s l ooking f or things to be be tt e r . 
They will be hott e r one dny be cause the Lord will be rulinG. He 
mi cht hw o l e ft this cha pt e r out o f th e Book of neve l a tion 
altol ethe r a nd we should just hnv e known thn t the Lord wa s s oing 
t o rul e in the d -:t y th,"' t is to come" "N o• · , He s o.ys, "If you 
l ove Me a nd wa r e wniting f or Me , I will tell you wh, t shnll be 
your ;1ortion in thn.t d,:- y wh e n I g.:1 th ) r My j ewels .--_ nd disp l r:-..y 
thorn in the ir h eavenly s c ttin5 . You sh~ll be t he r e a nd r e ign 
with t·:e. If you suffer with Me, you s h. 1 11 r e i gn with Me ,,nd 
be n s h ~r e r in th e ~l ory th~t is c iv on Me in the day th~t is t o 
come. 11 

So while we r ead fir s t nbout the church , tha t it has tho 
glory of God, a t the en d we r ~n d thn t th e m0n o f th e e~rth bring 
their i; lory t o t h i s h e·,_venly J e rusnl 0m. God, , '. S it wer e , c ,1.nnot 
do t oo much f or us. He pour s Bl ory from nbove , a nd brines gl ory 
t o us fr om bcnenth. 

Well now, there is not much tim e t o s n.y much about th e other 
points. 'l'he city hnd ii n. wc1 ll r.; ren t .~. nd hi :0;h '1

• Th e w0ll is 
for security surely. There w0r c unwn lled cities, but the r.; r un t 
cities ha d th eir surroundincc walls, and t his city hns n wa ll. 
It wa s gr~n t nnd hi s h - 144 cubits hi ~h. If you t h ink o f the 
city for~ mome nt, cubiclL ~nd one s ide mensuring 12 ,000 furlongs, 
,n,nd then the wa ll is only 14lt cubits, th,~.t is, :0 bout 72 ynrds, 
the: two thines do not ;.:, o t o,:; uthcr, fr om cin e -:crthly :rio int of vi ew. 
But her e you h ,:1vo the pr o b :, cti on th .-1. t is c; ivcn t o t fu is hcly city, 
and its hoi e ht is 144 cubits - twelve mc~ surcs of p erf ect 
~dministrn.tion, extended in tw e lve diff e ro n t wnys . So it is 
pe rfect in the plnc e Go d ha s c iv 0n it in the fi gur e . 

The w~ll ha d f ound,~ti0ns, t v, ,, lv e f ,,unct~ ti cns, i'. nd in them 
were tho n~mes of the t wLlv e n9os tles of the L~mb. Th e t we lve 
foun d~tions ~r e thos e pr eci ous s t ones , o r j ewels, menti one d. 
Ther e is the pe r f0 ct b2sis f or this city t o r est upon. Ther e 
have be en mnny founda ti ons to the cities of old, but th ey have 
boe n ov erthrown : n d h~vc v ~nishc0 . He r e the r e 1r e t w_lve. It 
will be tri e d in n.11 manners a f na ministr~tion in this world, but 
the f oundn tions will stnnd . 
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The fnct thnt th e n~mes ~re the n~mes o f the twelv e 
:1postlos o f th-:: Lo.mb shows th:• t God h:1 :: i'. s i)e cio. l :1 r nmisc for 
those who full uwc d the Lord in thL G"'YS of His tribul··tion, 
for H0 hnd snid thn t they should sit on t we lve thrones, nnd 
judge the twelve trib~s o f lsr - el. ~a they f orm th ~ f ound~ti nn 
of this city. lnul' s n::,. mc is no t tht;r co . He wns the ,Ypostle 
in connecti un with the unity of th0 church, but t ', ose: who 
followed the Lord, tha rejected One, t o th 0m Hu ~~ve th0 
preci r,us promise th"'L the:y should b ,, sin:: led out t ,J h ·ve ::i. pl·-ce 
of juchci r. l hcnour in the rv'cnc:r;1 tion, when ~ 11 Hill b o m,'.'- de new. 

'l'huse found:, tions :1.rc nll prcc i ,'.1 us ston8s, e 1 eh ho.vine; its 
si gnificance no doubt, but we need no t dwell upon thn t bec~usc 
the gr cn t vnint wns th~t thes e: precious stone s reflect the light 
.'.lnd glory of God to the c:,rth be low. Gc, d' s r: l ory will be 
mnnif 0sted in the rlispl y of His ri _~hL: ousness ~'. mOnL~ m(m in th~t 
d,'.1.y. 

The jewel, or ?recious stono, is of vnlue bccnuse it 
br c- .-:tks up the lir~ht into i b:; com;)Onent p .-:t rts ::1nd it re-fleets , .. 
c0rt[lin p:, rt of li e;ht in -~ w., y th 0 t is d, zzlin13 f ,)r brillL, ncy 
nnd covet e d f o r its puri ty . It is h~rd ~nd dur :.c ble, ~nd 
r emo.ins. _,, di :lmond, or topoz, shine s tochy ns it s 1,one 
perh:.cps one thcus , ncl ye rs ::__;o . The: li r_; ht is br•)kon U I J :::md 
reflected. Li 3h t itself is c ompos ~d of the se seve n colours, 
which the prism rcvc ~ls - indigo, vi0let, blue, green, yellow, 
orance and red, and they 211 to ; ether form our li sht. When 
it is broken up, som0 shine vicl a t, some red, s o mo indi ~0 ~nd 
so 0n. It will b e: s o in tlr .t d · y. The v · .ri e 1l 1;l uri1c:s nf the 
li s ht of God will shin0 in His c dministr tions in this world. 
Men will look u n ~nd will n ~t fc o. r, o r dre~d, Him th~t is on 
tho throne- , but will s ec the 1K,,uties uf th e :,r0cious stones 
shining in the h(; :-- v enly J e:rus·,lem. 

Then the w:',11 htld its ,~ ,-,_tes, in t\~<J lvc diffe r..:mt plnces, 
for communicntion. ~h0ru must be me ns of tnking thins s out, 
and thnt is throu ch th e sn te - th ~t is one me ~ning . And the 
g~te h~s nnother me,ninc in scripturu . It is n pla ce of justice. 
Lot, to his sh:-,me, s n t in th u t,_;· tc of "'J <' o,r1 , the m.:,.i:-; istr·: t e ~nd 
disDenser of justice in th~t uncl 2~n city, ~nd thure ~re m~ny 
other inst0nc es throuc hout the s crin turu . Th 0 ~~t c w~s the 
pl.',ce where justice :,nd pe.--cG s -~. t o_nd ht).d its trib:rn::,l c1nd 
dis 1·1\..' US C: d its deci5ions. Un th e ,._.- tes :, r e the n.cmos of the 
twelve tribes o f Isr,el, b~c~use they tlonl with the n,tions of 
Isr,,el, who will f ,irm the e·i rthly J ,~ rus.,lom 1,e:low. 'I'her,: is 
communication, you s ee , in th~t w~y ~t the r~ te. 1here is the 
an:::e l ther u , but t lie -,::ic;\;;l is thcr ,_ l;o serve, no t t c rule, for 
God has not put the n e e t n c 0rn e und0 r th e rule o f ~ncels. The 
nn~els nrc sent f orth to minist e r to th 0 heirs 0 f salvn tion and 
they s tcrn d th0r<:: to d,, the ::, ··. rters I duty f or th ,;,hen0fi t of the 
inhnbitants of th~t c l ori ous city. Whn t n vondrous si ght that 
will be! 

We ha ve s~okc n o f the city, of its wnlls, ~nJ its cn tes 
nnd its foun d~ tions. Now there is juut n word on th2 t which 
we re~d in chap t e r xxii •....... This we know by tha open inc words 
n:.nd he shewocI m0" . If you ;;o 1rck, you will find th e word 
occured previ o1• sly in the 10th ve rse c, f ch ~p ter xxi. ;'he •••• 
shewod me th~t ~rc~t city 11

, sn th'.'-t whet we h~vo in the l n tter 
ch~pt e r is a ll th e city, thu he ~venly Jerus~lcm itself, but whr t 
we h~vc h8re is s omethinc 1Jditional. 
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11He she wed me n pur e 1· i ve r of w :i. t c r o f lif e , clec'.r ns 
cryst ::11, pr oc ee ding out o f the t hron o of i.i od r,nd of th e Lr1_ mb n 
o ••• n.nd "the tree o f life ''. \Jh 0.t is me-0 .nt by t he riv e r of 
lif e a nd the tre e o f life? You ~t onc e en b ck in your memories 
t o whn t we h~ve in the book o f Ge nes i s , in t he becinning , be cnuse 
ther e in ~den was the r i v er which went out o f it, nnd p~rted into 
f our s treoms to wn t e r th e e~rtho ihere wns ~lso the tree o f life 
ther e , t ~o . So pe rhan s the s e t wo f i ~u r es, the ri~~ r · ~nd th e tre e , 
spe~k o f th e new Jerus~l em, ne t only of it s bliss far it s elf but 
.'.'.lso i :0 the w.'?. y it exc~rci :c, es it s influe nc e on the earth below. 

There is the river of w~ t or of lif e , clea r ns crys t ~l. It 
is not~ f ountain, but n river. It is th~t which com es out nnd 
gives r e fr eshment ~nd bl essinG, nnd if it is pur e , so much the 
bett <::: r. i,_ rive r m." y be pollnt ed , but no t th is 0ne . This is 
pure , a nd cl en r ~s cryst~l and it is t he wa t er o f life, the w~y 
in which the hless in~s of the li f e which is in s uch fulln ess in 
th e: city i t sc lf will 0Jve rflow t o the e·r t h be ne::-i t h . Our Lord, 
wh en He s ~ok e o f the c ominc ~J irit, s~ id tha t when the Sp irit 
cnme, thos e who r e c e ive d Him would be the menns of dif f using 
bless ing t o o thers. "Out o f him s hall fl ow rivers o f livinc; 
w:,t e r " , He s :c id, spe:ckinf; o f t he S:;,iri to So it is in me::i.,sure 
here. We r e ceiv e the w2 t c r o f lif e f or ours elves, ond out of 
us flows th e river. Perh2 ps it m·,y b e just ~, trickle, just ::: 
drop now n nd ~sain, but sure ly s ome livin~ wa t e r mus t fl ow out 
into t he dese rt roun ct us. bh['. me t o us if it is not s o . 

Hor e John snw the riv e r o f w~t e r o f life a nd it cnme from the 
thron e- of God , ,:,_ nd of the La mb . Ez el -i e l fit'. W th e riv e r c ominG 
out of the t emple. 1his riv er comes from the throne of God a nd 
of the La mb o It is no t thundorings nnd li ~htni~ ~s, tokens cf 
judgments, no fl a minc s word i s th er e , but n rive r fl ows. The 
throne of 0 od is th ere t o rei ~n in ri ~hteousness, but the n Gra ce 
rei r:ns throu t:::h ri ghteousness. 1Jh;\ t we h.c: v e here is tha t from 
the city, the tr ensures of gr nc c- , God's c r ~c e ~nd Go d' s lov e fl ow 
to n p~rche d a nd f ,-, mished e2rth to r evive its e ne r c ies nnd t o 
~ive it fr e sh life . 

Th en t he tree o f lifG i s t here in th e midst o f the s tree t 
of th e city, that pure s· ·ld thorouchfa re, where me n can walk nnd 
their feet will not b c, de fil e<l . No b - ·. en or t owe l is needed thece; 
all is pure a nd holy. And t he tree o f lif e be2rs twe lv e ma nners 
of fruits, ~nd yi e lds her fruit every month a nd t he l enve s ar c 
for th e h ea linc o f the n~tions . There wns fruit to s a tisfy 
thos e who n r e in th e city, :o n (1 t he l o:,v e s f o r the he'1 line; o f the 
n~ti 0ns~ t o a ct '1 S med icine f or the n • tions be low. 

There wa s c ommunicQt ion, you s ee , bet w0 e n th e earth 8 nd the 
henve ns , .'7. nd t h e h ::, '.Ve ns nnd t h e e:,rth . Ho,se r: :Jrophes i ec'I o f the 
time when the he i:' v e ns should he -,.r th e e::rth, rrnd the e,-, rth should 
he c1. r the hc:,vens - continua l comrnunic .- t ion he b kcn the two . It 
is not s o now. \Je s p,;:,. k o f c,n ints be ing our be inc in t he 
heav enlies, but i n tha t d" y th e r e will be continua l c ommunica tion 
bctw~en the heav ens and t he c nrth, nnd th e c ~rth will r e c e iv e its 
bless ins s fr om th e tre e o f life ~nd th e w~t e r o f lif e . 

Thn t i s the futur e be for e us , be love d fri ~nds , Rnd ther e is 
a gr e, t de , l mor e in t hes e s yMbols if we only h~d tim e t o de ~l 
with them, but s urd.y wh2 t we h · ve h '.0.d b;;; f or e us t hi :.3 ev <rn ing 
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ought to mnve us t o think o f wh2 t is ronlly before us. It is 
not some cor~eous dr enm th~t p~sses b ~fo r c us in the still 
hours of the ni ~ht. ~ometi~es we w~ko , nd know thn t we h ~ve seen 
s omething str.::. nsc , but Hhcm 1.,0 try t o tell our fri e nds :: bout it, 
we c~nnot renlly r e call it. It is but ~ sh- dow, ~ th ou s ht 
tha t hns •J.::-u_c; s ,,d throuc;h our minds. No , thc::se :·ire words th•1t 
•0 pe...,_k of solid r e:. lities. God h o. r.; S;_)o kcn in Hards th:, t if we 
hP.ve only little chil dren's minds, we c :1 n uncl.crst --. nd. 'le do 
not w,c.nt t o dr ,,,,_ •., these ,symbols ,,s pictures on ·)nne r. Le t us 
rc~d thorn ~nd think of gold ~s some thing t hn t is pur e , o f the 
city, th~t which is th e source o f help nntl blessin~ nnd jus tic e 
and mercy nnd ~rac e , nnd we sh~ll p~rticip~t u in th~t, no t only 
rcccivinc; the hlcs ,::; ing but communic , tinL it t o others. 

I think eve ry henlth Christinn t od~y feels hu must do 
something for his Lord and Master. Ha vin~ received such 
blcnefi ts, he must shm-1 lcy •.l ty to tho Un ~, ,fho hcts ble ssed him, 
and devote hims e lf in some way, and he mourns the little h e 
doec ~nd the im erfection of whn t ha tries to to to tlny. But 
in th~t d~y a ll will be perf e ct, no flaw in th~t city. 
15.000 mil e s e ve ry w.::..y y0t not -::i fl,:1.1,1, uv t, rythin r; " ' r G c:old 
which c::mnot be corru')t od in o. ny w0.y . Be loved fri ends , we shall 
be there, but to Hhom will be the cr edit? It will be the Lord 
that will brin6 us , a nd it is th e Lo r Q that gives us these 
bri1-;ht prospects. Mny it sustnin our f ~d th ,md r;ird our loins 
and en~blc us to be valiant for the Lord in the dnys to come. 
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Reading:- Revelation xix.1-9, xxi.9-18 

The verses I want to dr~w your att ention to especially ~re 
ch.xxi.9-1O. The ~ns0l told John thit ho would show him the 
Bride, the La mb's uife, ~nd what he wns shown wns a city, the 
holy city, Jerusalem, descendin ~ out of he ~ven from God. ~o 
there is ':1.11 intim~to c onnect ion bvtwe n the Dride ,, nd the city. 
Both ,?..re fi f•urcs of the church ;f God. 'rhe church consints of 
those in this present nge wh o believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
while He is rejected on earth but clarified in he ~v0n. Those 
who believe are connected invisibly, but e ffectunlly with Christ 
ns the He3d in honven, ,nd they ~re the members of His body on 
e~rth. ~h~t is the 3ren t truth th~t lies behind these two 
figures which we ha ve braus ht before us so impr essibly , t the 
close nf the s c cred scri~tures. 

1 t is not without reason th~t we ne e d to bo reminded o f 
these truths, it is God's way of presenting the church to our 
notice. No mind of m~n could ever hnve conc a ived th0 t such 
fi e;ures as Wt:~ h :--. ve here would :_,_p ,) ly t o the church. They nrG 
beyond renson and im ,gin:' tion. f\.s c:i. mn :. ter of f ,".ct, they seem 
confused ~~nd contr':'.dictory but they r,rc '-+ od' s ,mys of 
im·,1ressinc; up on us the vnlue ,,1nd be ".uty of Eis church, the 
church of God. 

It is the more import,nt th ,':' t we shtwld be r (: minded of it 
in these di>.ys bec~rnse it is o. n hist· ,ric ,-:\1 fr,ct th · t the truth 
of the church was 0 bsolutely lo3t to the church itself for 
hundreds of y~-rs. Men who we re blessed throu ch frith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ were gl~d of th~t blosoinc, ~n well they 
might be, anrl they mnde th,t the subject and found tion of their 
praise □ nd th~nksgivini to God. ~ut there wns s omething else. 
There w□s not only the individunl blessin~ th·t those who believe 
have, but ther u is Plso th e cor1or~t o ble ssin~ f o r the whole 
church, from the D:7 y o f ~'cmtoc ost, when it w,--.-.s f or med until the 
day of r~pture whon the Lord rec e ives it to Himself. Since that 
truth is of such trnnscend~nt import~ncG in the scriptures, how 
did it come 2-bout. -th".t it was lost sic;ht on It w::'.s bec:1use 
the b'--'liever.s in Christ Jesus He re content with tlw things of 
the present time nnd the blessings the y receive just now ~nd they 
never considered Hh.,, t w::--.s in the futur"'. 1 n the -~rovidcnce of 
God, this truth wns brought to li ~ht n:,1 in more thnn one hundred 
yo nrs a[o. There wc r0 thnse who saw it, nnd r e c e ived it by 
f ~ith, 2nd whs n they s ~w it they revclle ~ in it as s a me thin~ that 
w:cs ;;:r:rnd 2.nd gro t o They believed the. t the ]: ,ly S::,iri t ctid 
not r ·evive that trut~ 1. for no r <:: ason. Th (i y bt;licvcc.1, n.ncl. were 
sur .!, from the scriptures th:c.t the cr ,>~t lic,-d of the church w;1s 
~oon cominc to receive unto Himself His church, which He loved 
nnd for Whom He h~d died. The y snw that they should h~ve in 
their hearts, His thou r hts Gbout the church. 

Now, nfter one hundred years hnv0 pnssed, there is R 

deliberate nttempt by the ire~t enemy t o try to rob thos~ 
wh o believe n nd know the truth, to ro½ them of its beauty a nd 
blessedness, to c~use th ~m to l ook upon the dilnpid~teri stnte 
in which the snints of God nre found now, ~nd to be so c oncerned 
Qbout that ~s to for ce t th~t these truths here in the scrivtures 
nre just n.s real nnd vr lunble a nd unchanced as uver they were. 
It is of the grc: ., tcst importanc e th". t b nth those Hho ,~,ro old .-:nd 
those who a re young in the f ~ith of Ghrist should h0ld fast 
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m,,st t enad. , usly to God's truth · bout His church; '1nt thn t it 
will be r ealise d h er e on th e 2~rth in th e beauty in which we 
find it depi ct ed in ·1cvGl :~ ti on, but the f o. ct is true , the 
supers tructur u o f it is suli~ nnd unch ~nged ~nd the moment 
wil l come whe n the d• zzlinc beauties s e t be f or e us here , the 
wondr ous [ lori es heyond c a nc upti ~n , will shine out r ~di ~ntly 
in t his worl J wh e r e wa •r e t od~y . ~hn t i s my r enc on for 
drawing your ~t t ention r f r esh t o t hes e truths bout t h8 church. 

Th e c hurch is c r: ll cd 11thc bri de ·1
, it i s nlso c ~:ll8d ,;the 

city 1' , nnd we will bri e fly r e f er t o th e diff er nee be tweu n them. 
The bride is n. fi e,ur e , .' nd t he br i de o. s ,"\ f i : ur 0 sp e·,Jrn of the 
per f ecti on o f lov e nnd r eg~r d f ,)r one ~a r s on exclusiv ely, nnd 
of l oy:, lty to th. •,t pe rson, o f devotednes ,s t o th ·'. t p c, rson, of 
yi cl ~ingness, of entire s urr ende r t o th ~t pe rson , nnd these 
.'.l r e t he mor :11 nncl c,p i ri tu,· l truths wh ich li e behind the f i e:ure s 
of the bride of the L ··mb. The city in scri ·, tur e: . ,l w,,.ys s i;;:o aks 
of :1 pl ·,c e of r ov c:rnment, n p l nc c of c,r :; ' ni s rn, .~ pl r' c c fr om 
which order ~nd gov e rnment proce eds ; it is n 1la ce o f perm , nent 
r esi dGnc c in contrnst wi th ~ tent . ~h e church will be thn t by 
nnd by. A city r epr es ents th e r e l 3tionship of th e: church to 
_'.l the:rs, t o the nc1 ti ons v,ho r:.re upon th e -2 .,rth. .L'h .: bri de is 
the r e L-:c ti onsh i p of the church t o Christ. l'h -;.t is the first 
diff er enc e which c omes be for e us f or our n t t cnti on f or a short 
while thi s ev cnin8. 

The church is the Bride trnd it is pres unbJd in scriptur e 
in three wnys. It is pr es ent ed in t he Gl d Te 3 t nment by type , 
in the Ne ,-, ~' esb:>. ment by hist ory ,· nd by doct_r_i.£_£, and it is 
presented in vision in t he bnok o f Hev e lnti on, so th0t we h ~va 
n typica l side , a n hist orica l ~nd doctrina l s ide and we hnve 
the vision which ou ght t o che e r nnd cncourn 5e ~nd r e j 0ic e our 
henrts mor e tha n nll . 

Well now, in th e Gl d f e sta mont, th e r e is one type which 
st :mds out :,bov e 211 othe r s n_ ,c: s et ting f orth th e "::)e culi ·r 
chnrncter of th e church . I r e f er to Re hecca; the bride of 
Isr,nc. It i s true th <1. t J:,v e , th e f irs t wc, m~,n, rl lso r epr es ent s 
the church" 0 he 1-ws t he c onsort o f -" d o. m in hi s ;-~ove rnm ent 
of the world 2nd th~t typ e i s scokc n o f in the Epist le to the 
Ephes i :1 ns, so t hr:t we h,··v e no scrupl es in cnllinc; he r the typ e 
of the church" But ,/e be cc n is a typ G j_n ::moth e ,· vn y which 
.··ppe:-1ls I think t o our cd fe ctions mor e thnn '~v e . 

i ve spr,'7.n [:; from th e side of nd:'cm un 1,:nown t o him, without 
his interv enti on in o. ny w~y. She w~s God ' s Gift t o him, 
bone of his bone , f le sh of hi s fl esh. th~t is a ve ry 
be~utiful s ide of th e church t oo , but :e bccca wns diffe r ent 
:i.s c, t n )e . .S he wns ,'7. wom:rn i,,ho w:i. s c ·1 ll r) d in a f or e i ;; n 
countr :,r t o surrender her s elf to the l ov -..: of one whom she lw d 
not s e en. The hi s tory i s ne t out in 3r oa t de t a il in 
Genesis xx i v. Thr"1 t ch:1 pter is a hi,st ory of the church ns n. 
whole from Pent e cost to the r ~p ture . 'Je cn.nno t thi s ev ening 
1~o t hrou1r,h the de t1.ils o f tll ("\ t l onr; ch 1.JJ' c r, int e r e: stinr; ns it 
Vbllllld be, hut we c rtn just r e f e r t o on0 or bro po ints which would 
hel p perhnps inn furth e r study of th~t int c r ~stinc ch~p t e r. 

One great peculia rity, the first one in the hist ory of 
Rebe cca wns this, t h , t f · r a w~y fr om he r home in Me s o?otnmi n , 
in Ca nn'7.n there wns ..,_ home wh ere crG ~t d8libor2 tions wer e soing 
on with r e s pect to he r futur e , o f which she wno i gnor a nt entirely. 
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Bef ,r e sh e: ho.d s e en b r:,hcu:1' s Gc rv:-,_nt 
Isr;\;::: l, c uns e ls 1-,1ent n :.1 n cl c ,, rn e t 

n n d kn e w , nythinc ah ut 
~ d ~ t e rmine d pint in the 

h me , t h e f ~the r's h me , in c ~ n n ~n. 

The:rc wer e t h r ee pe r s ns in thn t h me , 
Eli c z e r the chief f nbrn h ~m' s h use h ~l d . 

br,hn m, I s 2 n c, o nd 
The s e n r c th e three 

p crs ns th~ t we r e speci ~lly c n ce rn od in the c ~ll f Ile b e ccn in 
her j urne y 0 cr ss the d e sert a nd in h e r recepti n in the 
f n th e r' s h us e in Cc na'7.n. The r e wa s : b r , hn m wh · h nd h is ;wn 
sch e me f . r th e m·• rri ·0 ge f his G n. He wtl s n t t t .·•ke ,n e f 
t he accurse d r a c e ~ f Cn n a an but h e wns t c t n s pe cifi e d pln c e 
a n d there ·7u w~s t 0 b e invit ed t ~ t b e t he wif e f I snac. 
There W:"'. S t he d e libe r .::, t e c un ::::,: l c nc c rnin c; th ..:: c . •11 ,f th e church. 
Thn t is th e simple truth c nc e rnin~ th e c h urch f wh ich we f rm 
l: pci.rt. In l:;0:ih e s i n ns i vi e re:::d " Bl e s sed be the Gr.ld ::md th e 
Fa th0 r ·f " ur L ,, r d J e sus Chris t, wh.·. h ,".\ th bles::wd us with n ll 
S?iri tu:11 bless ini;s in h e·,v e nly p l-:c<2s in Christ: ,'.:. cc r d in i:; o.s 
he h t1.th eh, s e n u s in him b e I r e t h e f : un d -, ti - n f t he w rld •• ' ·. 
There w:'.S t h e purp . se c nc e rnin:3 the church. l s r .'.1e l, G,-d ' s 
n~ti n, wns eh s e n in th e p r s ress f tim e , wh ~n tho time 
e l e me nt h ~1c1 c me int tlrn hist , , ry c;f the w rl cl , but f r the 
church we must 3 , b · ck bur ,n d thn t. S it WQS i n the c ns e f 
Rebe ccn . Th e re wo.s h e r d e stiny he ins c nsi de r ed "end de ci ded 
up .n by \ br~h 3 m. He m~de his s e rv~nt put hi s h ~nd n his 
thi e;h ::-:. n d s we':r. 1 f y u 1 k ,'"'. t t he w .rds u se d, t ~tey ,"er e v e r y 
r e:m , rk:'ble, ,:: nd uniqu e . ,\b r :ih ,~ m r ;_, f e rs t :; t he G,, d f h cnv e n, 
a nd the G, cl f e ··•. rth ·; . 'l'wic e h o mc nti ns " th 0 G d f h ,;: v e ni 1 

a nd thc. t is peculin r. N ,wh e r e d e s it -ccur in th e wh l e ,, f 
the l' e ntn t e uch, e xc up tine; ·n e e in Gc ne r:; i s , t h ~t t is wh e n /,b r · .ha m 
wns me t ::md hl o s.s cd by l·ic lchi se d ,, c. Ho :.: p ,ke :)f (bc1 beinr; 11the 
P-- 'Ssess ,r · f h eC'.VC:n :1n d •.: n rth " . 

Wh~t d ~es thn t ,n e thin~ tell us cl e~rly? It t e lls us n t 
nc u tlv t the c h .:, r --- ct e r ·f the church -. f Christ is h e ' Venly -

it is c nne c ;.eel '-'! i th th e 11 G,-l d f t he lHF Ve ns "" 11.e b e cc ,7. wa s 
c,:nnected with th e: de: li b e r ~ ti ns f t he G ;cl :, f h e :•.v e n. She W/"'c s 
L set f rth s mc thinr th ·, t s h uld be c .·-,_110 d :u t fr m th e w rld 
tn be nss ,ci · t ed ,,d th Ch ri s t in his h e ," v ,rnly :;l ,r y . \.Jhe n th e 
he nven is blessed un0 e r Me lchi scdcc, t hnn it will b e h ua v o n n nd 
er. rth will me e t in Him. T11 e li js t Hi r:;h, the JJ •)S,"",e ss ,r f h e ·w e n 
nnd ec, rth will r e i e;n :,nd the h c , ..... v e n \J ill r e i c n :V e r th e e .~rth. 
Th ere wil]/4 . t b ,, t he d istincti m th e r e is 11 · w b ,. t\:H;·e n h co.v e n ..., nd 
ea rth. The h e ,'.Ve:i will c rn e c1 ,m t . th e e · rth ;,. nd ;rnt its h·rnd 
uf bl e s s ing up ,n e v e ryt h ing t ht t i s i n t h is \.' rl d f :.urs. ..:i ,') 

the E.:::: rt h ,vill t .:\k e n t , it s c~ lf ,..., h e·.venly ch:'r n.ct e r u w'e r t he 
rr1 c1 i.:.nc c ;- f the Sun , f 1{i ght ;.,: ") usness ;,.rh•:• shi11es up .·n the E.1 .'l.rth. 

The n t he r e 1:J ,').S I s .:1 c, th e s :. n. 'Th u r e .. ~ r; .:1 in Y' · u h ·,v t, ;n e 
c nnecte d with h u2 v c n. In the hi s t ry f th e P e nt a t c uch, Ion ..., c 
wn s the :)nly :; ;,1 e wh .J di d n t 1 0,7.v e C: -11 7. r n, s, L r ,"'< S hist ry 
r;:i es . i-br ::i.h .m went d ,1rm int -·, Ec yp t :1 ml J> c b w,mt int. , 
1-iesup .t :-._mi ., and ,~ r;yp t, but Is '.'.' c t J ,J n.ly re C'. d ·, f in the P r·, mised 
Lend, in the pl , ce wh e r e his f ~t th e r dw ,::: l t. 0 ,:i it is th,'.'. t the ,S ,n 
c f God, the Lc,rd J e sus Christ h r,s !: is r e l e. ti n ship t ,, His church. 
he is th e rl~ nvenly Bri d e c r ,0 m, the He n venly M'.'n th'.'t h a s w~ e d 
nnd w,. ,n .., bri d e f , r Hi ms e lf. She is t • r e ign with Him in he-:ven. 
Her pl c.1. c e , h e r d c sig n :· ti ' n, , nd h o r di e;nity ,'ff C c •- nn uct e d with 
hc.1vcn, nt e :-:,rth. Th., t s t .,nds ,·ut in c , nnccti , n with Isn:0 .c. 



µ 

- 1+ - N-). 23 

Is ::v:t c ·.r:1.s, m•; rc r; v e r, th u true su e d ·; f "s br::h::m. It , •as in 
Is.::v1c n o t in lshm~el th-1t the pr mis 0s 1 10re pl:1ced. Ho pl ,'."'.yed 
thn. t pn rt in th (, dra mn m M·,unt M ·,ri .:-:. h. He VIC; S b c1 und t ,) the 
nlt ,0r. He it wo. s 1.1h ~: 11.::i.s 1Jel _; 1r1 thG knifo uplifted t -"J sl-:i.y him. 
He it •;~,s v1h,:m l,br,, h[un rc:c ,_·iv cd 1·n ck in fi::;un:, fr . ,m tho de::cd. 
He di8c1 ,mcl lives op;ain. He •m .-:; tht; r· 1. ised s eed, the- r n is c- d s n 
,f the f::tthor. S u the L ·, rd Jesus did n t r:w :·; in His C:-"..11 t i the 
bride until He h n d ;Y!Sse:d thr _.u g h d e ,- th ,-:-_ nd h :7. cl ctsc e n d u1 up int.:) 
he a ven. The first so rm n , re~ checl in ~ ontec ; st, a fter the desc e nt 
·, f the H ly Gh , ,st p int " d the me n ,f thn. t vrick E: d c:e ncr r· ti n t that 
s o. me Jesus wh ·;m they h .::t d crucifi ec: but wli ,m G,) d h :-:. d mC1ct e b · th 
L·Jrd o.nd Christ. It v.1ns a he:wcnly Christ t:, wh m th e church 
W,".:::; call e d. 

The n th~re wa s th e s e rv~nt, unnn me d in Genesis x x iv. but 
n ., d,;ubt he w.:::.s Lli e z e r. H· we v e r th .-1. t mo.y b e , he is there, 
and whnt stnnds rnt m st in his che,ro..cter is this - his utm ·,st 
fidelity t , his mnst o r and his utter disr ec.n rd ·f hims elf, :) f 

his own dignity nnd c onveni e nc e in nny wny. Th~ t is s uch n 
be .::1Utiful pictur l; ,if the p L,ce the lhly ,Spirit hns t:-:.k cm in this 
present o. c e o The Sp irit f Go d is th, : c.cti v e pr:wo r in e r llectinc; 
th~iS8 wh, b o l :mg t r, the bride ,:- f Christ, in mct int ,'.:'. ining them and 
c ,nducting them with unerring f n ithfulne ss thr u g h the intricaci e s 
and chnccrs ··f th u c1 osert w::. y ,;:;:::tf cly 1-Lm,: t .:- the in th er's h --use 
whe re Isanc is. 

Sa we h ~vc the blessed Trinity c nc e rned with the c·ll · f 
thG bride: . 'l'h t ch :-:tp ter t e ems with p ictur e s ·, f the g re:->t truth 
c mc e rninc; the church f God. L;J :;k nc,;;.,in ,_~t th8 h , -me in 
Mes oputn mino The re w::1. s He l:lcccno She was mt, s ,. f.'lr as 
hisL,ry e; ,) e s, wha t we w,,uld C[-:.11 n.n 'cJ Vil (He r s ·n. Sh e vns n ,) t 
like thn t thcr bride, ~;-:ichh,l, wh co.me fr ,m the s2..mc c , ,untry. 
Slrn hr ,u ght ~l1:r1.y surrcp ti ,usly imn.1;<,s fr .. :m th ::i t irl •latr us 
country, but T': cb <:, ccn wn. s ,-:t simp le, do V,'.- Ut mn. i ,~ e n, n nd ··ne wh o 
answered L1 th8 c ,::11 n f Gr;. d imm e di:-, t c ly o Gu el wr uu r;ht in her 
hen. rt ::md He c n lL.: d h ..:: r, by the s e rv.'"' nt, t u be th e bride. 

I e mph".sisc t 1.1is h cc2.use the members ,f the h ·) dy ::i f Christ 
r ec e ive their c ~1. ll ,:.n u the ir stn tus r.. s me mber s ··Ji' th:: t b )dy wh e n 
they b8lieve in the nc,me ; f th e L )rd J csus Christ. They we re 
sinners hut the y b e came s,intso 'rl1e fb ly Gh :->st d, .e .s n i t dv, e ll 
in ths sinne r but He d -· ,es ,:well j_n ·. n c wh n h c lieve s an c~ rests 
up ,. n th e c~ s po l r f God's s n lv:cti 0 no He is the e ~rnest a nd the 
se,,_l ,f the inhori b , nc e th ".t li e s b e y ,ndo 

Th'-' . :\ re n. t p , int ,,b ,_, ut Iw hl;cc ~, W'.". S thr\ t ,she wo. s pr mpt in 
obeyine; th" v ,ic e , f the S ,, iri t, thr ·rn 1, h Eli e zer. She he11rd 
wh<'.t h e ho.c.1 t ., s :1y, she listenl:d L :- his e rrcrnd nnd her he'.",rt 
went n. ft ,; r th.')_t :". h s ent n e in th E= f :-i. r c ,untry. She was dr ;--wn 
t J him t . the extent th~t she wa s pr a ?nred t J lenv e f ~ther a nd 
m'J the r .-::.n d br:,th e rs ctnd sisters , and h e r h ,: mc 1 n.nd c;) :.,w:c1.y with 
one she knev1 very littl e ·t b .1 ut. Sh0 · nly kne w fr , m the r cp, :- rt 
:.:f ili c zer, yet when thE qu ,, ,,ti ,n wa s put t,, her 111,Jil t th,:,u g ,, 
with this m.:-1.11? 11 sh e G:·tid '11 will ci ' ; . She "il1 S :;:1 r , mpt in 
ob ,1ie;nce. S,) it is written u p n the ch,"'. r ::-cct0r , f the bride , f 
Christ, thRt o n e w., r d ·be f i e nc e - Gb c~ i e ncco 

Obedience is that which Christ 1 ,cks fr. I nm spe2king 
n iw t c try .1nd a\,:a k cm in y '. ·,ur h e., rt ''- s e nse ,,f resp () nsibili ty 
ab cut the truth n f the church. Th0 truth f th e church wants 
seuking . Ynu w:,nt t c, be likcJ Rc-bcccn. r eady t · L;o bec,:iuse s c f , r 
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ns I read the nnrrntive she knew very little nb ·ut Is c nnrl his 
;1lnns [mrl his hist ry until sh0 ,, ,t •. n the -rJ"-Y with Eliczer. 
Then she lenrned all nbout it. hnd it is th,se who set 
themselves t le7.rn what Cod has written, whnt the Holy 3pirit 
hns written cJncerning the church, th se ['re the ,~nes thot nre 
t:-iue;ht I the f.·,.i thful ':.nd dcv ted per,:; ns wlv le-,rn the e:r nd 
truths c mcerninc the church _,f God. 

Beluvecl frienc:.s, y ,u c•Jnnot th,"-nk Goel sufficiently frir the 
dcliver-:i.nce ~)f your s, ul frc,rn the fl~mes r•f hell. Th 0.t is 
perfectly true, but h:1.s God exhi"usted His r~r,ce by r, vine; us 
in th::'.t W'-Y so th- t ,,,c :-,re His nuw :-incJ we sh,-:11 be His in the 
dny 1f His clory. Is that n thins t you? Do yJu not want 
to kn ,w s:•methin0 :,b mt it'? You cnn 1 nly le~·rn it in une way. 
When ycu h ve set y"ur hc,trt , n the ',o_y He-me, filled i th the 
hope :Jf seeinc; Him, w ,ntinc; t,; see Him, c·Juntinc the c1·1.ys as 
they go by because they brine you nearer tn the moment if nuptials 
with Him, them the e- r is ,1pcned t , listen to the v ice ,f the 
Gpirit cnncernin~ the clnries f Christ. 

Whnt tales Eliczer tnld flebecca en the w~y there. Of 
~brnham called from Mesn,ot~miq, nf Melchise<lec, thi"t stranre 
priec-;t, wh,, bles,3ed I,br"·hcnn, ,)f Isa'tc :_.i ven after 1-,nc: ye:-1rs 
nf wnitinr;, ,,f Ishm.'1.el, :,nd hJw the child of the bc:nd-w man 
wn,s cn.st nut, r,f the cre,,t lcve of Abrahn.m f, _·r Is .,c, :)f ,,1hnt 
he suffered as he led his boy to Mount Moriah, nnd then tho 
woundrous stury ,)f his s,lcrifice, ,:ad of his resurrectic~;n, '.Jf 

Gof's 7romise thnt he should he the seed throuch whom the 
blcssin1_;s woulc1 c,.·.,rne, r::,t ,·,nly fc,r the seed :)f ·'brr,ho.m, but for 
the v,,h,,le e,\rth. 'rhe r1ays s, ,:)n s,ecl :~wi,y been use she w::::.s 
beini:; taught the truthE, ,,f her future, "..nd ·if whnt it mc2,nt 
to be nssuci,..,ted with Iso.,c in th"tt wo.y, 

Well then there w~s the cnming home. Isnnc was waiting 
2nd he went inh, the fielc'. 110 w:,s n,.)w in the suuth country 
and h~ went tn meditntc in the ficl<l, tu think of the bride 
thc:t wns to be his. Then hchnld the c~mels were coming, o.ntl 
there w2s the me, ting" Is,':1.c\C lifted up his eyes rrncl s0,w 
Rebecco., nncl HeblcCCO. lifted up h0r eyes nncl sn.w I, c:'. c. rrJrnn 
th:1t spirit of ,,lJedience th,·tt h,~d be"n inculcntcc:1. in her hc:1.rt 
by l~liezer n.sf,srted itself o Sh8 descended ,c: t ~,nee frum he:r 
camel nnd covered herself with n veil ~nd so she walked in 
humility, in m..:,clesty n.nd subjection t,, her future lord. i\.nd 
ls;,_:--c t,>_,k her intu hiE, f:,ther's 11.ousc, he intr,)duccc: her tc 
the tent of ~nrah. s~rnh had ~assed awny, a woman, 
the ficure of the law, and there WC\S the plnce for the church, 
and there the hnppy time began. lebccca was now for Isa~c. 
S:1.e b,lun?ed to hirn. Eihe 1ns his peculin.r property. She 
c~me t him in a unique wny and in thnt country she was to be 
C\Ssoci ,1 ted with him in :tll the blessinr;s , ,f the lrrncL 

So it 1-Jill be with the Le:rd Jesus. lle will c,·,mc for His 
church. Those here this il.ftern,>,m Hill rcmemb,,r the text 
which was refc:rred tu in l~e7el.n ti, n xxii, 1irrhe S:,iri t and the 
bride say, Ccme 11

• Eliezer and T1ehecc~1. were b· .th looking for 
nnd expcctin~ thCTt encounter with Is~nc. There wns unnnimity, 
there wo.s fellowship. Eliezer was preparins Rebecc0,'s hc7rt 

~0 ~e'fn t~no Jith Id-nc's. Thor~ wns Isnnc in his 1 Vv 

wr1.iting f r his uni n with :::ic' ,..:cert. Is n t th--t 1. p ssi' le 
thing t G"'cY. 
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BL; l v ~~ fri l.; nds, j c ~l ~usly c u ~rd th e n f fc cti ns f y ur 
h 0• rts. r ·.u c; ~y " Y u :, r e: sp '-•" ldnc ,_, ut th "' church ;' • Y0s, 
nnd y .u '· 1,,} n g t it. When t hl;: H ly Spirit w rks in y ur 
hcnr t ~nd y u a rc 1 kine t Christ, th e n a ll the thcr hea rts 
in thl;: c hurch f G d similar ly , ff c ct cd a r c in unis n with 
y .urs, , nd th e L :r d Jesus Christ in Gl ry 1 ks d wn ~n d se e s 
in s m:: , u c; h t I t s ::-.y, in ·tll ur h '- · rt s , :·: f L; cti n :, nd 
dcv ti n f r Him. He h:1s th ,. first plctcl;: ~nd th e- 1 ·"' st pl· , c e: . 
He is the One fr ~h m we live , nd w,it. He 1 k s fr th, t . 
Els owh0rc He s c0 s it, n th e C ntincnt, in the f ~r ~~st, ~11 
:v c r th e w . rl d th c r 0 ·, r ...: hv_rts 1 ·0~, t i w ~ tru l.; f r Christ, 1 -· n s ine; 

a n d w2 itins fr Hi s c mine. It is the 0p irit f rminc tho 
d osiro f r th v L rd' s c r:1inc; in the h e · rt f His wn. Th e 
Spirit :rnd th e · ride s o.y C me, a nd the L ·:rd Josus 5:.',ys, ;vB t: h -,ld, 
I c me: quickly" . 

Our time is prw sin r~ 1;ut th e su 1 1 j c ct is v e ry :1ttr::ctiv 1;;; . 
Ne ither c a n we~ v ery f a r in th e ncxt st ep - th8 h ist ry a n d 
d ctrino f th (:; church. The.: hist ry ,f th e f rrn -'l. ti n f the 
church 1)L,,;n. n in th ,: !\ cts . 'rh 0 r 0 W<.: fin d th 0 H ly Spirit using 
men t • s peak ~~- ,ut the r i s e n Ch rist, n n d th e i re~ t th e me y ,u 
will find thr u :~h ut thc P.cts is th'.1t men w,: r c p r -~a ching the 
resurrccti n f th0 L·,rd Jc,sus Christ. It wo.s th e risen L, r d , 
the ':'.,s ccndcd Christ t : wh. m rr en w2r0 turne d. Th ey knew He h ·.d 
1·"en t th e er sc, dc;liv t:: rcd f r t he ir si ns, 1·,ut n w He wns livinr; 
in gl , r y . In t he Ep i s tles, wu h •v e th e H ly Spirit writin8 
the truth.c nc e rning the church. 0e mu s t n l wa;s r c mc m' c r th~ t 
the truth r,' ut tlH,' church is n i' t 1.·1h 7. t w,:; r c:,d in hist ry •, · ks. 
The re,; ,·:re ccclcsLlst ic ::c l hist · ri c s, ::nd ::h e y ,'l.rc th e m, st 
c1 •l e ful f c:. 11 hist . ri c s 1 •;.; c o.us0 th.:..y ,J.rc full , f th e; s rr ' 'WS 
~nd de fe a ts e n d sh7.me s f th S G thn t c n ll t hemse lv e s Christi a ns. 
But t h e r e:c l truth ::i.'• .. ut th ,: church is f ,und in th G h ly 
scri p tur e s. Th ur ,. Gn d :,:ivcs us wh., t Ho s cc,s in th e church . 

If we l n k o. r und ~ t th e v o. ri us n s sc m1 .li 2s th~ t to.k c up ~n 
the ms e lve s the n nmu f Christinns, ur ho ~rt s mny wull ~ ch e 
''o c,rnsr.: .f t h e c: ,ntr:, c.1i c ti n f thin -;,s we see , ' ut in the 
scrip ture s we r ead wh:: t is a' ·s .lut c ly tru ,· ;-u1d whn t we kn · w t ·, 
1'le tru e . D.l y ·u re ::.lly 1·, cliL,Vt:: th'.J.t Christ is th e ho,d . f the➔ 
church, 2nd th :- t cv , r y ·, n c wh · ' ,,:; l ,ngs t Him her e ii1 this w . rld 
is kn .: wn hy th e L,_1 r d7 111rh0 L ,r d kn we th th -., m thn t n r e His". 
They c1. r e unit e d t ·, Hi m ', y rt tie th:, t c n. nn .1 t he s c v 0 r C: d. The y 
f rm pnrt ., f th,, t v: ,n d crful r g ''. l1 i Gm , Hi s 1, · cl y, ,", 1:,; IL calls it , 
which roizei:Z ,.,s its life f r, m t ho He:.,,J in h c,:.v0n. Ge t the 
truth int,, y ·,ur he -:t rts. D ., n . t r c:,rl church hist ri cs , '··ut 
r 0'1d th e s cri p t u res. Th e r e y iu h~v u th e f,c ts .'.'. S c~a h ns c ive n 
thorn. 

Tho 0pistl c which GiV8S th e h e 3venly chnrnct a r .f the 
church is th e ist l e t the :r.;ph u:-; io.ns. 'rh8rc 1r✓ o h ·, ve th e m ,st 
nnrv 0ll ,. u s trut h s t h--t c uld 0n to r in t th C; hl: o. rt f m,rn, in f , ct 
they ., re t;1ing s th: : t h ,, v ,c; n t c nt c r od int , the he ·'. rt ,f mnn , ' ' ut 
G•id h::cs r ,, v ,, :--.l e:d th e m in t h e scri·,)tures , n n tl thc r t, L .rc we , u s ht 
t .. l r ,ve them. Lv0n if we d n t unc.1,)r ::; t:-tnd th<.-.:m, r c:,c:1 the m 
ev e r n. ncl ,J v 0r ,'1cnino I rem crn ' ·. '- r r: y Jung c nv,1rt wh , used L J ,;e t 
up in the m ,rnin r; , ,, v l;: n in th e c ,l cl win tc.r m rninc s -:i t L:ur 
o ' cl , ck, ,".nd vJh o. t h i:.. r 1::,,cl w t S t h e i'.;-:, istl e t •, t he ,:.p h 2s i , ns. 
He r do.d i t, n ,t t und e r st~ ntl it, ~ut t h ure was s ~mu thing 
frw cinnting :-t 1) ut it. In ch p, tcrs iii " nrl iv. wu h :we th e 
un f.:;ldinc;s c,f the ::: es, G d 1 .k ine d wn .'.'.nd c:1llin['; .·ut th ,se 
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tn '-,c His :wn, prcc1cstin,tinr!; tl1Gm, J0t,rminin:; their future 
sL)ries with Christo ',tudy these truths ,nd et them int , y _ur 
he:,_rts :end then the church will n t 1 e ~, clull su'.•ject t y, ,u, 
'. 1 ut s methinre, w .rth s: c"ndin,,; f r j :n(: w rth 1 sine; .:-:.11 t 
p,1sscss it" 'I'he ,_:;re.~.t ,',ject f the "ncrny is t put the w rld 
in the pl~ce f the church in the lives f th sc th7t pr fess 
His nt1meo 

Then in i'.cvel,,ti ·n we h ve the church in visi -no The 
first scrinturc I re70 in ch,ptcr xix. If y u rco_cl the two 
ch.:::qiters th2-t ;-,r,:cec10 this, y u 1,ill seu why it is th:,t it 
,pens with ,'.1 ,s nc; f ,r·1ise, th e se f ur--fnld i.llclui'cS. 

There is j y in h0 ·,ven, n t n w ,_w,or the ::-;inner repentinc; 11ut 
· vcr the j1.rnt judcments f th,t f ··ls2 c::_nd c rrupt thine:, 
the fnlse church, the f:.clse 1 ride, tht:. t which lv.d c ns,;rtec1 
with the p ,,,ers , ,f this wrwld, ,,nc1 lived in luxury :end dis-
s luteness, the t which h0cl cn_llcd itself 'y the n.:::1mc ,f Christ 
~nd yet h~d m7de herself drunk with the 'l od ,f the snints -
the f.-1lse church. The true church h,cl '::e:en rem vcd, .:i.nd there 
w2s n thing loft; ttt t .e cGrrupt, r,ttcn shcllo Now nt lnst 
it hnd 1 ecn judgcdo The very nnti ns thnt had served her 
purpose turnL:d uiwn her, thr ,.,ugh the :,,-,ency :,f God, ~.nd sho •r.:i.s 
cl.estrCJyed c .m)l•, tcly, wiped ut, cxtcrrnin-:.tcd, .a; n2 fr m the f0ce: 
cf th'-' E; .2rth. HcD.vcn hc.d lu ·ke:d nncl w,,ndcred UD •m this ,:vil 
thin[:; th;'.t hctc1 prctencl_ed t, 'G the 'ricle ;f Christo 1Lw her 
jud rnent h,c cm,:_ ,::nd he~ven rej ices wcr it. 

Then we re::cd -if the wife f the L.':'.m 1 i - the '·ride o The 
marri:->.:;c of the L.:::irn', h;;_r:3 c .me o 'rhc Lurcl s:1•,ke uf Him.self .:::is 
the Brirle:,e,r,um, ,-;_n<l He nls•, f.-;p ·ke ,,f Huse wh,J were: the friends 
cf the '·,ride: r,, ,m, ',ut the ti e h.:::irl n ,,t c me tc re:vu.-:1 wh, the, 
1lriclc wns until he hid · e,:n rcj,,cted nnd crucifiec' ',y His c.ncient 
people t, wh-Jm He c::'m,: ns h, sofr•h :1nd Kin[:" Hh,cn thsy deli hcr:1.tc-
ly refused Him ,nd nailed Him t the criss, then it wns thnt 
Isr3cl was set aside nnd th~re w~s the hcnvcnly 11ride cnlled 
out f ,r Christo 1\nd n_,w the m"rri-:ge f the 1nm'; h 0ce1 c ,; me. 

The:: church as y .m kn w is rcpres,,nted in T1evcln ti n fr 'm 
ch,1ptcr ivo as the tw nty f nr cldc G. The church, nnc1 no 
dcu',t t11c v1c1 testament srlints? .-:re includec1 in th.c .. t fi;~ure:. 
'l'he twenty f ,ur ulders ::md the 'ride ;-re two sep r7tc fi,,;urcs, 
1mt ~fter WE: rc:1d -, f the ';ri~:e ;:i_nd the mnrri '~13c :~f the Lnm~,, 
we n<:;Vvr rc::i.cl ,f the twenty f ur el1'.(;rf3 ,c,;c--,in. 'rhey ;-,ru 
mcnti-ned in this ch-~ter fr the l~st time. Then we rcnrl f 
sume ne else - th1se wh 'l.re co_lli>l t th0 _ m.~r,·i;:-, 1_;(_; su~,pcr c•f 
the L,m',o Th sc ~re t0e friends ,, f the Brid<;r m, n ~' cLu'-t 
the ()ld : cst':'.mcnt s:,ints who sh--rc the mnrri :,gc festivities 1mt 
wh,, -'ere n - t the 11ricle ,f Christo 

The _\rc:-,t f .::'turc f the 'rick , f Christ is thiso She is 
com[Josed · .. f tl•_ sc th.~_t · "lieved ,n Christ when n ;'.,cly else 1-wuld. 
Isrnel ,'1nd the Gentiles united t crucify Christ. The 1 ride 
is crmposcd f no here nnd nn ther there who 0 rc united in this, 
th·\t thuy cstc,1m Christ :1 1 ,nvc ·t11, they 1,-,-,rship ::me~ ccrve and 
w,i t f · r Hirn. He is evcrythinf; t · them '+c:'cusc thuy 1 -clicve in 
Him in :, d"',y when Ho is co.st ,ut :,nd des-iisedo 11 ,., hns ex'tl tcd 
the church t , :, pL cc f c;LJry with Hiin.sclf ;,nd wh'-'11. the time 
c rws it is c.~_Jlcd the rn rri·,c:c f the L:-,m',. It is n ,)t th1t 
the s,ints wlY, Her,.; c:,llcd up .1t th,~ c rnin;::, f' Christ h.c,_vc n t 
10 0 ,n with Himo They :,re ,:ith Him, 'ut n t in the ch-,r,cter ,if 
the 'ride. Thero wns s mcthin1; th~t was ncccssnry - the m,kinG 
rcn.dy f ,r the rn - rri:,; __ ~c. 
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I su ·,)1_) ;se th :·t when He' e cc :•_ we: nt int :; the b :: nt, th u mC1.1~ri,J.Ge 
wrts n ,t c .nsumrL, te d the n. S h e .,r~.f, in th ,i hm e , ' ;ut th e re we r e 
the ::i r •,, p .. , :: ··1ti · ,ns '.1. nd ·-.. rr '.c ngc n10nts t, _: '-e m-·'.r1. t:: 1 of ,r e th e f ,1 r rn0 l 
m.·rri .. _c;c t ,,,: l<: '.Jl '.c c e Q i~ n wh e n the L ;rc1 c ,mcs, He will c •,11 the 
living ·~ines t , ' ;c Hi th Hims el f, uni t .::,d ,-Ii t.h th ·s e wh ,.> h :• ve f ,"t ll e n 
aa le e:p , ~n d ~11 t 1 ' c f , r e v e r with the Lo r tl . But wh en we ~e t 
int o the 1, r(; scnc e ,f th e Lon" , the Ln r c1 will h.·,v e sJm e thin.c t , s::i.y 
t n us, 1 O C 7. USC: VJG h ·,vc ': e ,, n :;:J "U3 Ginc thr )u c h the de sert, we h~.ve 
g, th 0red u ·, tr::. c es f t he de s e rt, -:)Ur ' , c h ::1.vi .,ur in th e rlcsert h i,S 
n- Jt 1 io!,' 11 r ,.:ve· · le d in it s tru e eh r D,cter, -=i. n cl things h:,v e t ., ' ,e 
::dj·,:sted. Thcr v is -,.rh ::1. t we sp0 ·k ,, f in '.n ,th8r w,·-,y c.s tlw judc;-
ment GC ''. t ,f Christ. It is n ·.thinc: t 1 fri :~7h t e n u s , ':mt it is 
the Lord's W"•. y ,: f d e line; with uc. 'j c; rc the disciples ·fr .,id 
whcn the Lc,rd t :- k the, ':::s,n -nd cl e · nsed their f e: t'? 'l'hcy w,:: re 
surp rised, '. ·ut th e L,_,r cl s h ,ue,l th ·. t He c , ,ul d n ; t h ,ve intimn.te 
c nn c cti m with th e rn, th e y c c,nld n ;t h:,_ v e ;, ny ):· rt 1,i ith Hi rn , .·rnd 
re::i.l fe:lL 1wship with Him, until the ir ck fil u nent i ✓ :,,s reom . vu cL 
Thi s is tru e n o w. We c ~ nn o t h2vc f e llowsh ip in the Spirit with 
Him until d .::: fil e me nt is r e m·w ed . :iuw much m,:, re will it 1 1e s, 
in the c;l()ryQ '.i.'h e re will ~- c the rcm e mhr '.nee ... f th -, t which is 
p2-st, .·, f our f :1ilures .,n d mi,st1J<cs, .·, f unc .)nf.:·ss ed r_:ins. :,11 
thn. t must 1 c ;_:k1.ssccl un c'. c- r review in the r1 r e senc e u f the Lo rd, 
lie l '.,· kinc ., n ' 1. nd we l ,,i . kin e; ._.n ::> nd · .. ·ur lives p::ssing ' -cfo r e us 
in the imr0 light ; f Eis ho:Ly presence, s, :, thr•.t w2 see uursclv 0s 
o.nd c,ur w.nys in His nresence, :i. s He s -, w th e m. 1rhcit which is 0 r, 1d 
will l,e ..-1ttri1mt cc~ t , us, tlr. t which is evil will :'J:l.,SS :_'.w~~ y. 
We s h~ll s ec it, ½ut it will d is::.npcn r f o r 0vcr. 

S o t he wife m~kes h e rse lf r e~ dy f ~r the Lo rd. She is 
clo the d, n t in th ,, se r;, rnished vestm e nts ,:,f B,,) ,yJ.on, n , ,t with 
scorl e t 'l.nd e;uld ;,ncl p e :' rls, 1mt in fine while linen, s umcthing 
th:i t C'l.n 1) e cle .::rns ed 1,y w::·_ t er, fine whi tc linen, the 
ri;:ht c . ,usnosses r) f the s :c int s , tho s e: thine,:, th ·, t h ~,ve 1·, cen sJ ,n e 
hen: in this wurlc: t; the cl u ry . ,f Christo The r e the y o. re 
.-:ttri 1, ute c7 t o en ch morn' e r ,if Hi,, 1:·:1 dy ~-.n d wh,,n the y ::cc, ,m-:K:ny 
Him out o f h e,'l.v e n with th e ~rmi c s o f 2 n gc ls, th e y will ½~ clo the d 
in th::1 t fin e lincm nnd th1t will 1·:e s e en. 

So th e re is the m::1. r r i :,r;c ,f the L:1 m1
, n nd th e 1;ride t .-1 k e s her 

plnce in h e~_vcn in th e F.·, th e r I s H,, us c , with the Dri dc;_s;r u u m. 
Who ,•_;l-1.,ll tell wh :1. t 0 .re the j oys, wh,-~ t will 1 ' c the j.)ys c, f the 
Bride with the Bride~r ·m? They a r e secret, kn own o nly t o the 
1,ride 1_,r r,o m ::e n d the 'sridc . Th ey :, r e n :- t e v e n r e v ~:, le cl in 
scri p ture. '1.'110 Lo rd is in the i":1thcr' s h ,)use nnd we sh'.,11 ~)C 

with Him. ne is ;, rep :1 rinc; ·, pl-:,.ce f •J r us, nnd is prcp.'l. rins 
us t:J take th e ~, l [). ceQ \:i/ho.t d eli [';hts will 1,e ,rnrs ,_,r e t .-, '~e 
le:--.. rn e;'l in th:: t cby. Ue ~r,:: n .:t t ., ld n ow. H,.J w c ,, uld 1,c 1,e ? 
The l ove o f Christ p~1r0;s e th krn.,wlec1 :je . '.,J e know it in :;;'1rt 1,ut 
there we sh'111 drink :. f its fullnc s- . a.nd r e vel in its l ecvishness 
and dis~ln y o n such unw ~rthy o nes ~s we . The j uys -f the ~ri de 
nre unrehen.rsecl, >ut they ·1re s ,:; true •• ". Th e J\p ., stle prnys in 
th,0.t ~, e:~utiful e istle t ,) th e Ey:,he i n ns, th2 t we might 'JC t ::.u r:,ht 
t n likn0w th e l o v e u f Christ, which :x,sse th kn,)1,vledce 11 • 

Then the next stup is in ch::1pt e r xxi. The first pnrt 
ref e rs t u the ctern~l stnte, 1 ut in v e rs e ix. the r ~ is n 
r cvcrsi c,n t o v1 h "'. t h::td '.· een s1u k e n u f ~,c f orc , t c, the hist -; ry 
of th e tride. \Jh ."'. t f ur? Sh0 h.·,s knc,wn .~ nd t · sted the j : ys 
,:.f h e r Lo rd's ;) rer; e nc c . \Jh : t hns sh<.:: t , .. d,.\ ? ,:-,he h :,s ::1 

rel~ti r_,nship t o th e 1.1 ,, rl c1, t ,) the millcninl kinc;d :· m. The 
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an~el so.ys t o J ohn, I will shc w you the 1)ride , "the L:ecm', 's wife n . 
He speaks of her in the s e endc~ rins t e rms he cnusc sh e is c uming 
out of the F::i. th(;;r · s hous e , cut o f h e:cv cn. There she ha s ', e:en 
with her M,'.lster, n,-,w she c ,:rnes f rth, .:-: nd when she c:1mes f orth she 
takes ~nother ch~r ncte r, ~ ch~r a ct e r t ha t Israel, God's r esto r e d 
people, cnn undcrs t ~nd . The y c~n unde rst a nd t he ch~rnct c r u f n 
city, 1:ut the intima te j oys ,;f the ')ride f Christ, th2y kn)w 
nothing :1 1,uut th em. Th e- Ol d T0st '.lment S)G' ks a]·,uut Isr.-:te l ::, :-, ,7- n 
earthly bride 1Jut the h e ' Ve nly ~,ri de h,-s G ck ~_r ,.ct e r ::c l t 0 ,_: e the r 
~uperior t o tha t. Just ns heov e n is hi~h e r th3n t he e~rth, s o 
the j oys nnd i,1iss r., f th e church ctr8 hic;hcr th:,n th,, se -,f the 
earthly ½ride . But they will s ee th e city c s min~ down out of 
heaven. It will 1rn with the si c;ht -:.:,f th e bride c :,ming t c. rei 2~n 
with Christ 0vcr the enrth. 

Our ti ·,10 hct s s pe d t·w:::. y ::ind we must l c: .'.'l.Ve it f.: r the pr : s e nt. 
You crm re n. d the ve rses i n c nnn ectL,n with whn t h.:1s : lren dy hee n 
snid. The Lord he r o unf olds in visi .Jn wh:J. t His church is goin2: 
to be in the eyes o f th ,:)s e th;, t see it fr nm the ,;r e:::.. t crnd hi 3h 
mountain. They will s e c the church ~G this marve ll ous city, 
surrounded by th,-:, s e wnlls, with its fz: ,und,ti on :,_nd its p;n t,es :md 
its streets of pure r;;; l d . 'rhet t is the 11ride itself. S o many 
folks rend this ch,::c;? t or as if it spe 2kc c,f th e pLtc e which Christ 
hns gone t u preptlr e , wher e wo sh3ll dw dll. No, wo nre the city, 
the church, the g l orifi e d s nints, they f Grm the city. They a r e 
thnt cu½icle structure , a nd ar e s eo n shinin5 , hrillinnt with the 
lir,ht of the ::;lory of God. 

We s penk o f the d~ys o f dnrkness now, ½ut whe n the church 
has ~o ne , the dnrkness will de epen. It will ~e ~ da rkness even 
worse thnn thnt in E~ypt . Tha t dnrkn ess could he felt, hut when 
Christ endom rises t o its wor s t, nnd the l a wl essness o f no ti ons 
reaches its hei 3ht, the d~ rkness will ~e mor e int ens e still. But 
that dnrkness will be dispelle d when the Sun o f Ri 5hteousness, 
tut over the e~rth in dazzlin5 radi~nce, s o that a ll the nations 
of the enrth will wnlk in the l icht o f it. 

Let us cherish the ~rid7.l aspect o f th e church. Does it 
not nppe nl t o you? Christ l ove d th e church ~nd g~v e Himself f o r 
it. ~hen t ha t b l essed One went t o th e a ltn r nnd l n i f dn wn His 
life He sow ovcry me mber a f His body frJm the day of Pentecost -
those men in J e rusa l em whose h~nds we r e r ed with His own hlood , 
but whom He wc u l d turn t o Hims elf a nd ma k e the m de vo t e d f ollowers, 
membe rs of His 1JO c1y, p::,rt u f Hi s ' lride . He s ~,w o.11 thos e :1.li ve 
on the enrth t udny. Thos e n ssemhl e d Here , thos e e lsewhe r e on the 
enrth, 3nd if He t~rries, e thers will be ca lled in. He counted 
them all up a s He l a id down His life . He l ov e d th e church - in 
its entirety ce ncl fulness, in its 1)e· ,uty ci.s a whol e , ::1nd He .;::we 
Himself f:-.Jr it. We c~n ec. ch s~ y ·Th e Sun ,;f G_)d wh ,) l ov e d me , 
and ~ave Himself f or me ·1 nnd milli ns o f o the rs cnn s a y th e s nme , 
nnd li e clas pe d th em nll in His ~rms a f love nnd enshrined them 
all in His bl essed hen rt, when He _n v e Hims elf f nr the church. 
By and ~y, He will p r e s ent the church t a Hims elf without spot, 
or wrinkle, ~ church in g l ~ry, f or His own s ~tisftlcti on a nd 
admirntion - "This is My r ewc.r d . I c;ave myself f or it. I p;a vc 
nll I h~d t o ~urch~se t his pe~rl a f ~r e~ t p ric e . It i s mine nnd 
nll the w~rl d , th e heave n nnd th e enrth sh~ll s ee th~t the church 
is mine . ;; 

M~y the s e thi n~s i ~p r e ss th emselve s up ~n uur h ~~rts nnf give 
us t 0 v~lu c th0se preci nus truths f n r more tha n W8 h~v e do ne in 
the pes t. 
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This s h ort v e rs o ~ h rv o jus t r c~ tl seems t 0 nut in n f e w 
w,:,rds t'10 :v,si ti nn o f t lk f o ll )We rs -~ f Christ in t h is d-":'.Y in 
whic h we l iv e . If we 1)e LJ11 ;_~ t o t'.·t.:> se wh o 1 •e l i ev t, ,· n t h e Lo rd 
Jesus Christ t h r uw~h t he ,,r, r d ,f His :,p · -stle s, it is true o f us 
th'l t we :1.rc r. 1.: t c,f t he w··, rl d ev e n n s •,J ur Lo rd wns n o t ,·,f t h e 
world, s o t h~ t our r e l o. ti on sh i p t t, t ~Q worl d i s cl e · rly nnd 
(.1 ,dinit e ly fixe d " ·rhe II ly ,S·,_.1 irit !F- s g iv e n u s t he l o. n dm-::-. rks 
o f t he worl d :end s~d it wnul d i:e f e r -- n y o f us t ·; r e m1w e the 
a nci e nt l n ndm~rks. Th e l·ndm, rk ½c twec n the f oll owers o f 
Christ a nd wh~ t is c •lled in scriptur e , particula rly in J ~hn's 
c,n sp e l, t11e wc,rl d is just t h is - it is Christ Hims e lf. 11 'l' hey 
a r e no t o f the wcrld, e v e n ns I a m n ~-t o f the w,J rld". 

The r e c :-:.. n 1"- e n c, mi s t a k 8 , n o i t he r c .:-1 n t he: r e 1ie :::i. ny difficulty 
in s ee inc thn t our Lo rd Jesus ~hrist, the Inc nrnnt c Son o f th e 
F0 th0r c n me tlown int ~ thi s w0rl d , n n d pa ss ed throu ~h it, n 
heav e nly Pil s rim 3nd n Stranger . Truly it w~s Hi s awn world 
throu gh which He w.'.ls p;:issing , th e wc rl d o f His C < ,nstructi on D. nd 
prc s e rv~tion, ~ut He wns n o t of it. The world kne w Him n o t 
nnd the wn rld oppose d Him. 

He p n sse d throu gh it, n o t me d dling with its n f fa irs in n ny 
f c shi o n. He h ~ d c o me t o h e lp, to h e t h e s ~vi our of the wo rld, 
hut ther e w•s thri t ri ;::; id cl e::1 r-cut sepn r :1. t c ;:io si ti ,m which our 
Lord Jesus t oc;k from first t o l a st, durinc; His pil ;rimnge here . 
Thr world wns th e r e - n nd th e Lo r d w~s her e . The r e wa s n o 
mi xi:ture, no cross in!_; the 1Jounc1 "'.'. ry" The re w:1.s the Lord Jesus in 
His perfe ct su,.mis s i on t o the will of God , s e ttinr; f o rth the 
~lory o f he a v e n in His words ~nd ways, d~y hy d ~y. He wns , ~s 
scrip tur e shows , th e Li Bht o f th e World , hut th e wo rl d it self 
WCL S wr.:-i.p pe d in t h ick cli-rkne ss which c ,-J mpreh0nde d n o t the lichL 

The Lor d wen t ::tw.• y .:1 nd un' ~urcle ned His hc:,rt t -:) His Fn th e r 
in h o·0 ven, li f ting u p His e y e s t c the p l n c e fr ,>m whe nc e He h .~d 
c 0me, ~nd sp o -kin~ of His own who m He l ov ed ~nd w s le~vinc in 
the worl d , He s a i d , 11 The y ;··re n o t of th e irrnrl c'l , ov e n ~s I ;-,_m 
not u f the worlcl; 1 • 

So th e n, our La rd J e sus Christ, ns He is r cv e ~le d in th ese 
cha pt e.rs, is our me ,:,_ sur c , our c uide , c ur p:1tt (;rn, our e x emp l a r in 
nll rn,-:c tters ,, f fe ctin ·,: t he w0irl d , wh , t ov e r its su1)tl e ty or pow e r 
mny be . 

The thinr, f ur the y oun: e st l1eli e v e r t o 1,e ·, r cl e fini tely in 
mind is this th , t if I nm w: lkin ~; with rn y Lo rd, i f I c1 m with Him, 
if I c r,_ n p l -:1 nt my f u otst e ps wh e r e Ee :plc:i.nt ed His, I a m n o t c f 
the worl d e v e n a s He w~s no t o f t h e wor ld" It is ., se p ~r ~ te 
pl r c 2 truly th~ t th e Lord h n s c iv e n u s , npnrt fr 0m the world, 
i)ut t h e c omf ort .-:rnd chee r, t he j ,, y ri. nd str,, n .·; th ,i f it i s just 
this, th~t wh e r e Christ wn s in rel~ t io n t o the world in t he d ~ys 
0f Hi s fl e sh, He still is n n d ' -,e in~ ,, ur .selv e s s ep,'.1 r ~\ te fr o m th e 
worl d , we 1 r 0 with Him ~nd if with Hi m it i s s uffici e nt, it is 
enough. ~fo ,":'. r e s.-~ ti ,., t ed , r ,, p l e ni r;he (~ in s :;ul ,ind h:·,v e n ll th,, t 
is nee dfuL 
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He find this principle ,, f sc,J ·r :c tir:m to Goe: runs throu ·.hout 
th8 wh .·, le Scripture o It 1 )Cf!/'11 rc :'lly in 1.~don itself 1·J ecc.use 
when t, d::,rn ::i.woke from th.0 t deep sleep ;md snw he fo re Him, in " 11 
her r:::i.vishin i_r; "e~rnty ,ad pe rfec ti o n, his 'ri rk, she w:--..s f n r himo 
Cr ,,...,ti cm wn.s T10rfect a n r'. ',e- utiful, ,n d :111 the cre., tur es o f 
God's h :,nd were 0e,..., utiful t e:,·:, ·,ncl su1)misc,.ive t () /l d ·,.m, ~·,ut 
2.monr:st them nll thc:re w,:·ts n , ,t n. h e l p me t f o r ,'L d::i.m" Gn d :.:1ve 
J\d;1m th'.'.t which wrts e xclusiv e ly f ,, r Hims"lf ·rnd so the rr, r c: -~t 
principle o f f ~mily life was cst~~ Jished in ~~en. Where no 
f".ther o r mother w,:ts, the princin l e w,,s l '"' id cl,Jwn 11Ther .::d o re 
sh~ll n man le,ve his f~th u r nnd his mo thGr, ~nd shnll clenve 
unto his wife: trnd they ch.c·.11 1·,c ,,ne flesh · o ,Su rn,::•thin .ri; w:1s 
civen t o ldnm which wns p~ rticuln rly f 0 r himse lf ~nd for n o one 
else. 

Our Lord h :1- s th,,t 1Jrer .:y·1tivc t r,,.) . In the time r·,f His 
rejecti on , while He is still rec,rdcd n s the crucified N2z,rene 
,7.nd cles;;J ised :1y the world, God :c,- ve Him , when He ;, r u se from th:~. t 
deep sle e p o f de □t h, th-t which was fo r Himself - His 1 0 ride, His 
o wn, s o ' ,e,··utiful -, nd L :'. ir is she :-rnd will sho 11 c in His eyes f o r 
everrnorG. 

But the cre n t thin B ~hout it, tho pe culi ~r Pnd s~eci2l 
fe"ture is th is , th :: t th e church is for Christ, and is His o wn. 
It is t 2.k e n ciu t f ,~,r His n·1.me , just n s the pc ,:: rl ,) f ,c: r e ~ t p rice w,7.S 
fished out of the deep w~ t e rs for th e rnerchnntm~n, his exc lusive 
possessi o n, so Chri s t has tnken t ci Himself th0 sc th~t f o rm His 
church o. ncl m.·,de them His own. The f ·, ct th:'. t we 1,elong in thnt 
peculi~ r way t o Christ 2 t o nce n ut om~ tica lly e xclufes th e world. 
li is o wn ,"re in th e world .·, nd if they \v c re of the w,i rl d , the world 
would love its t1wn , ' ,ut becous,i the r"ci,sciplcs ,)f Christ ,i re 
Christ's, theref o r e the world h~tes th0m as it hated Him. 

So the p si ti on is de fin ed , ,, n d ;.,(, see :::i. t c nce th,'1- t just o. s 
our M,~s t e r cio. n o t int e rf e r e with the m·' n,'! '"'U mcnt o f hum~n 2.ffairs 
while He was minist ec inc; in t h is '""rl ,". , ,so th o se tlF' t 1,0 l o n 1;; t u 
Him ~re ~ lso in thn t rel2t i o nship. It is n o t for the m to 
interfe r e 1,J ith the mn.tter,>; 0J f the wnrl cL 'l' h ey h :,vc rt go~,l 1,e f o re 
them - t o he with Christ. When Hebek ~ h wns c 2 llcd out from 
Mesopotnmi ·, t :> c,r> t o Isnac, t o 1J0 his 1,ricle, ::nd ·1.s she cr ,)ssed 
the c'h;sert under the :;uid~nce c f the serv .· 1 nt o f Al)rc1h:1m, she h .,(l 
no c0nc e rn with the 2ffairs ~f the desert. No douht she passed 
t o wns a nd vill~ ces nnd c ~r nvnns, hut they wure mere incidentc by 
the w~y. She, on her c 8me l, wa s thinking o f the o n e wh0s a free 
she h ~d n,t seen, and whose ½ride she w~s t o he. S h u w s t o he 
the 1)ricle o f him u.:-i::, n whom the pr ·,mis e o f God r es ted th ,.1 t nll the 
world should l1e 1·,l e ssed thr o u ::~h him. ',,/h:: t o. Cldo tiny wc1s hers! 
This filled her h Jnr t nd tho u~hts throu:hout whrt would h~ve 
b eun n tedi nus and wc~ris0 m•:; j urne y, hnd she lPd n o such hope 
and r mb itio n ½e for e her. 

So it is with the hride o f Christ, the church of Christ. 
'ie h· ,ve ,cc go.'.-:l befo re us, ·,. p rus:,0 ct, e .. clestiny. 1,,,e h nve an 
2 ssured rel n. tLmship with Christ, f o r Christ l ov en the church ,,nd 
sav, Hims e lf f o r it. And ~h,t wns His ~j c ct? Thnt He miGht 
present it t c, Himself n church in g lory, ~ith iut spot or wrinkle, 
o r o.ny such thin ; • L;,-., Christ's hn1, e , sh,lYI so riut it, His love 
looks d0wn upon us with th e intonse desire th a t the mo men t may 
corn() when :e ll His ow n shul l "G c u ns .: ,lid · ted into ,me 1Ji)dy, one 
bride, p resented to Himself in :1 11 its pQ rf 2ct ion ~ n 2 he~uty, n nd 
this h o pe, do y n u se u , at o nce ~ispcls ~11 , m~ition a nd rles ire to 
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1)e o ccupied with t empo r .::i. l c. ncl fle e t in:; thin :~s which c'\ c not :-d f ect 
c ur c onnecti c n with Christ in g l o ry . Kn -win~ whn t is a ur c n llinG 
-:t nd h ope , th e w irl d t .s.kes its ri , :htful p L tcC: c:s ' ·e in ~~ 'ut -pe tty 
1 •'1U1)le, in f'.".ct :, ~-, u 1'11

· l c- , irr?-.dcsc e nt f o r th0 m,; ,rnent ,,ut s ,,:, n it 
will ~ re':.k, all its t l o ry n nd splLn cl ur p~ssin~ nw~y inn moment. 
But he t: r.-:.t dueth the will ,) f Uod ·. 1 :i c:e th f ,.i r 1;;ver. 

i,/e rni:;ht e,o )n t c: trnce thrr:,u ::h scriyture th':.t th e thine;s of 
Christ 7nd whs_t is of uod h:0 s ,,1',,1:c ys 1 ·. c ., n ,f ''.n exclusive n .-:i. tur c . 
I c.:.e :, i'· -:or n tcly us e th,• t ••1 . ..1 rc: 1··ec.:n1se '.3 •: ,rne .-, re r r,ther nsh 0,med n f 
it, 1· ut it is n \•I ,r c1 which is f~-unL~:::c} ·, n th e tTuLh ,; f scri 1Y~ ur e . 
We 11c l on f:: t c Christ E: Xclusively. \ l e ' 1v l :) !1 C; t , Him in c1 ·.,:'y in 
which the c n e wh o c1_:) e s n o t 11elieve in Hir~ cln cs n •t ', e l ,·m g . He 
h ns p ~ id the n ricc f •-r t he wh ~l e worl d ~nd those who deny !Jim deny 
th e Lord Who '•ou ::;h t t he m,- th ·, t is true; 11ut the: r d1eo mu d 1, n e s, 
th•:, cc He hets ', rn r;ht r:ut :_,f the w•i rld L ir Hims<.,lf, they 1

i e l ,-:, n ,-; t c 
HiM exclusively An0 the1e f o re th~y n r e , ½y their cnlling and 
r e l - ti ,:,, nshi'":i to Christ, ,1 is .; nt,,nr~le c; frnm the w·;rlcl, d is '. ' ssoci-
::t ted with it for e v e ro Let us uncle r .st :---, n d c ur P'~siti nn. 

Wi tho ut dwellins furth 0 r up o n th~t, I W( Ul d Ask y ou t o l ook 
~ t t wo scriptures in J 0hn where we see the Lo r d showing t o us the 
3 ttitufe He t ar k t o~ :--- rds th e w~rld in t wo o f its ~spects. Th e 
world h :: s m::m y _...,ppe r .7.nc ,; s l~"t1t th e r e --.r e h:" p rincip,-:-: 1 on es: nne 
i s th e r ~li s i ous asp e ct Ll f the worl ~ n nd th0 o ther th o civil sido, 
th e n :1ti o n1:.l ~> _, v c rnm 2ntc,l side c:- f t' -- 0 w -, rl cL In cli--,p t c r vii. \JG 

sec,:; the Lorc1 J e sus Chri.-,t -, nd rlis ' c tcnv i ,ur t o1rF-rds the r e li c; i : ,us 
1;1c,rld (' f th,t d,7 _y, ·.lw .' ys '--3·:rin.g in mind :)l c, ,se th-.t th ~J \-1,irld 
is tho t 1,1hich is · t enemity with f~o(1 ·· nd :~n : .. ws not Chri s t. In 
the l ~ t e r ch;- p t e r, ~e h n ve the Lor d J esus ~~ f o re th e 30v c rnmen t o l 
p owers r✓ f t he w.,rl ,l, rr.J i e,ncd · t th u t r i')un-...,_l rJ f C;-•cs ,' r, wh e r e 
He w~s c ~ndemncd t ~ ~c crucifi ed . 

Bo th in chapt e r s vii. nnd xviii, wo fin d th~ t th e Lor d is 
pres,.::nte,~ :, l one. In o th e r ,;; _--._rts ,:f the Gospe ls, y(,U firn1 th e 
Lo rd Jesus n:;s nci · t ed with His discipl0s, ', ut th,; ~, 1)irit o f God 
is -, 1.'.'. tes the pers n n ·:; f Christ th,,t we: mi t:,ht lo,lk upcm Him . 

In chapter vii. we h •ve His ~ttitude t~ the Jews F aaa t o f 
T,71)e rn , cles. He wns in '}n. liJc c.: n n d th 0 f <,.:1:·,t nf t .01 •c rn ~cl es 
wns a t ht•nc1 o This fer1. st v,1as of specin..l in te r e st n nd sic;nifi-
c n nce n n<l import2 n c cs in the r ound o f J ch 1 v n..h 's feasts in the 
ec c l c si,7 r: tica. l y e ."..ro lt c -·• nclu der'! . . , n d summec'. up -711 tho s e f e ,,s ts 
n ncl wh -- t they s ;, 0ke ;)f. It w s th e c unsum1rti ,,n ,::, f th em :-'. 11. 
You h7ve the I '7ssover, n..nd Pentec ost, ~n tl th e f e2s t o f · t e nement 
n n d s o on, ~ut in th e fen..s t el f T~' 0rn , cl es t he re WAS~ time ~f 
r e j o icin~. The wh ee l o f the yenr, ns it we re, hnd rev olved , ~nd 
th e h :•rvest nnd the vintc,;:e w:1s pn.r-;s ec1 , thu fruits were ;y'_ th c red 
i n ::: n r:l the: re w , s , t i mu u f j ,-:i y • Th~) y 11 G r c ' i .' c' cm , wh o n t h 0 y w 0 re 
in t he: lnnd ,j f C0 nn ·n t ~, dwc-11 in tents, C (, m · used u f ' ·ou [':;h s o f 
tr ,· e s ::i nd s n •..n, which f (; rrn ec; their c'cwe l linr; f ·, r t he seven c'."tys 
o f the f s ~st, in o r de r t o r e mind them thr t th <:.. y had c 0 me throu ~h 
th e d8s.:::rt, living in tent s o 'l'he ll e s e rt w, s n, Jt vcr d;,_ nt a nd 
f; r ec n ,,_ nd ' ·c ,· uti ful. 'fhey hn c' h t1 rc.1Gh i ri s in the wild2rno ,,s, rut 
God 1, r ou :~ht th<:..m int o thc l;- nd fL;, ,1 in? with milk ;, nd h ~n e y, c1.nrl 
so tl,c 1-.,~, .-:,tLs in which th e y d 1,,<:.;lt temp c,r :.,_rily sp •Jke ,,f the ;~o o d 
thini:s s G')d h ,1 dc,n c, f , ,r th ,:: mo f, ncl th e y rcj-·ice<l, ond 111,'.'ny 
sncrifices were offerod to God. This f e nst was also distinGuished 
1_1 y th e ei .h th d:' .y, the r-T8 t ct.-,,y of th e fe c1st. 1.Jhen the S b Ven 
d:~ys wer,; nvc-r,still t he re ,,.'J,s th e e: i -h th r:-·.y, nv,rc 1)l e ssin;:; 'J.s 
it wer e , t -:J cr,rne. 



' rell, th0 Je:ws L :),-;st of t -:, ' e rnD.cl c s h. ·d c c, mc o His '; rethren 
did n c, t 1 '.- cli (;; VC -::m Eirn the n, .·, lthou h th e y wc r .:: kn own t o b e His 
foll o we rs ·ft e r Lis ,·0 surr ;.; cti ,1n. 'i 'h e y h 0.,l liv ,;d with !Tim "'.nd 
he ·: rr1 Hi s wo rds, :nc! nn r k cd Iris 1 ,c h vi ,; ur '~ut thGy di cl n n t 1ieli c v e 
on Him. His rn e eknc :;:;s :•n :: l c, Hlin c s s cli c1 n n t im) r e s s thcr'l. Ne, . 
the y we re men of th e wc,rl<l, .~nJ th e 1.•1 o r7 J sn.ys :;veryo ne f o r 
himself. 'rhc o ne wh o c ·n tru ' .d u ·•wn his fcl l. 0v1s rill :~et t c, the 
fr (1 nt o '.L'h 0 world iG without mercy. It is ·,11 f r:l r the ' ll1C wh0 
c -:rn ~.h -~, ulc~ e r o ther J,)r-,910 nut o f th e ' ','- Y :, n d :;;et to the fr ,lnt. 
His l1rethr(, n \H: r '-, c- f th e: 1v•)rl c1, : 0 n (l th e y s .c· icl ·Go u :i tc, J e rus .7.le;;m. 
Go U l the r e :e n d d :1 ,'; ome mi :;;hty wo rks. Di sp l · y 'hy se lf. No m.,n 
wh o wants t o 1) e kn•v n hi 'es himse lf in rlc G;'.) is e: d c; :· lilcco G-:-, t c 
thl.! L;re t c ,, ;i t::il, c s :J,:- ci:lly w :w qhil c, · 11 th e · ,c c, ·, l e ~r c1m the 
1,-,nd ,:1re .'"Jc;t,ern 1i loc1 in J c ru :·-,lem, .0 n<.1 ,) .~ o p l e ·0 r e c ,·"n in0 th e r e fr o m 
t,11 parts. h,Le clv-r who Thou .·,rt. Sh ,,w 'I'hysclf. M·:nif ost 
Thys s lf t ·; the vrnrlc1" Do n:t ,1, -, th e se wund e rful W•J rlts s e cretly, 
de th2m :) p e nlj''. 1 t w-::c; the counsel <J f th2 W':i rl c: to D Ur Lo r <", 
a nc1 h , w c~ ic1 de me e t it? 

li,., r e fuses t c, ;:/1 u ;:1 t , J o rus:1 lem .--t the out Ge t. He h ,~ d 1 ecn 
UTJ .-t the l' t\S scver, · n d p r ,_; 1

, .
1 ,1y He h :d 11 een u p -, t (•th e r f E::-i.c, ts, 

r1s we ;~;et in n tho r d1 --:Jt <... rso ,·,t :;-.ny r at e, here w~.r:; the L : •st 
o f i' 1·, e rn cles n d o ur Lorcl Celi 1-er,-:-t0ly r e fr -0 incd from (;c in:; u p 
t a k eep wh8 t wns merely nn e mp ty f 2~ s t, hnving n o sense o f Joh uvnh's 
mercy, h .:-: vinr~ n •.J sc:ns c o f wht,t Jeh-:, v r h h :1 d ,,romisC;cl t o ,,hr _h .-,m, of 
His mi ghty d e e ds, ~nd the l n w he h n d civ c no They we re livin~ for 
the mo me nt. the y h~f the ir ritunl, t~ey h iJ their templ e , their 
:;:• riestho od .:i n d the ir ,5 ·.cri ric e s, ·. nd th e y we re c •.mtcnt t0 r c j- ,ice. 
There wr s n o Shekin~ h in the h ~ly pl .- c c , ~ut the y c:tme u p in the ir 
cro wds. They h:,d mock c ,,r ,, m•:my o f r e j :, icin ·; in J e rus~: lcm. 
\ r r~n~ed by the s ~ irit of the wo rld, it se ume d f~ir 0utw~ rrlly. 
The f' h:, risees we r e th (:T0, full of ze .-. 1 f o r the l ::tw, rc :, dy to rlo 
a nything to adv~nce the int~rests n f the Mos ~ic law, ½ut the Lord 
s:n-1 the who l 0 thine W7. S d c :1 do It w-·:i.c_; .'J. v:-oin sh ow, :e nd emnty 
ceremo nir1l. 11o w c · ,uld thorc ' ,c '7. tim ,~ n f r ;:; j -: icinr; when He the 
.S =i. v i )Ur, the Christ, t h 1..: licc s c;i ·0 h, 1,;.-:-ts et :.: ;:, '1iG s:: d, wl1,)11 th e y would 
n e t receiv e .t:iim? 

The Lord turne ,1. :, w~y fr ,, rn th e r c l i i_:; i ,Jus w.;rl cl, :rn c1 ,Ji <l n o t e;o 
up t o th e fen s to His ~ r e thr on went up hut He did n o t c0. He 
refr ,'l_ incd fr .•m thnt which, '.lth•:;u :_; h o utw :c n !ly c ,: nL:.rmin c; t u the 
L,w, wa ·; de ,·-(". in God's si ;)1t. The bocly without th(, ::spirit is 
de;~ d, n nd t l1e s p irit r) f lif e; v✓ s n c., t there in J rus ,n 7 emo '11he 
Lor c1 turne c1 ,n -1 .7.y fr o m it. .\ ' l c·1 s e '-,e::::. r th ·. t in mind 1 ' c, c:-iuc e the 
Lor d is .:ur i: ·n ttc-rn. Whtt t h e c: i d , 1.J>c:: :: r e c ,- llcd t- , d ,, . The 
.~: ttitu cJ e He t ·<•k , vr ,~: r e c slled t o t ~,k e u 

The Lorr_; deli' c r .:-:: te::ly r,:- J us ocl t c c::J u, ,n th u first ~l;:y :..; f 
the f G".st, ' ,·ut He we nt U) in the midst of th ,:; fc :,sto He s :, id 
i ;r g o n ,:,t u:J • 0 unt o this f c,· tnt ' · - the- wu r ' iiyet; : sh,~,ul<1 be L , ft 
o ut" i i J t:":O n r, t u, , unt o this L ,-;st· - th,t is Ee ·:1ic1 n o t .-, hs c rve 
the fe ~st ~ec~use thu time h ca n o t c o me f ~r tho f enst of 
t .::- 1, ern.'.l. cles" It w,:1. s n u t y e t th e: milL;ni um ,. ·. n d ther e fc~re it W.'.l.S 
not to he ke p t yet . But whe n it w~ s th e mi d st of the feC1. s t, He 
went u 11 s ecr e tly, n ,)t r:-,penly, n ,•,t ,1i 1:;-'1l:1y ine: :iimf,c l.f ·, n d p ushinu; 
Hims e lf f c rw- , r<l o !Ic, w0nt up int o the t c m-, l e o. n d t r,u ,ht. IL 
there witnessed the truth uf God in t}H: tem:Jle. iou h ,v e n n 
,"tccount of wh...,t He s ,id furth c:: r down tlrn eh ':~J t e r. 1 d o n cJ t c'.wc ll 
o n thc t, I sim p ly c •ll your n tt e nti 0 n tn thu fnct th 0 t our Lord 
Jesus went up t o J c rus~lem in the mids t o f this 2mp ty c rcm o ny, 
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:J.nd there he '•ore witness tn the truth. The 1)eo·-Jle cmoe to 
offer s,•crifice, to t ,,_ke ;Y1-rt in the c0r, rn,ny, ,-,nd the Lord was 
there to S1Je.0 k the words of life .·rncl truth" Thusc- who listened 
to Him, dic1 not i·ttenc1 th,, fc, .-,_st of t21)ern.'7.cles in V,7.ino They 
r ot more th~n they ex~ectcdo 

So the -ttitude which is shewn here is th '7. t which we C'7.n 

f()llow :md which WE1 must fol 1.owo '. -12 must follow the steps of 
our M:istcr 0 .nd 1·,st·1in frr;m th··t reli ;i,Jn which is f, 11 of 
thC: s:iiri t of the w,,rld, tlvt reli13i n \•1hich clues n,t know 
Christ ::c.nd 11 :1es not , .ive 1'.im 1lis rLJ1tful ;,L0 ce, the first ·Jl:,cc 
and the pl ,ce of he n:mr. Fre:rn th.7. t we mut=;t j Gt1J.ously c'lnd 
ze, ' lously " 1Jstnin. 

But to th1. t ;, s ·1ect :,nd condi tic n f the world, there is our 
r,.:cF)unsi 1)ility to witnGs .s f:_,r the trutho lf w2 kn w the truth 
for ourselves, we must s~e'7.1~ it forth tJ others. Our Lord snid 
11I nm thE: wny, the ts· uth, •11<1 the life: no rn•n cnr:ieth unto the 
F'.1th,Jr, 'mt 1Jy me o Truth is necess'"'.ry in ci.,pro:-tching the 
f .·1 ther. Those th,.., t worship Him must w .1rship in spirit and in 
trutho It is the Lord ~lone ho c~n te eh the truth, ~nd if He 
hns t ·!ught us the truth, it is , urs t,; witness in Jcrusr'l_,,m, in 
the reli Gi ~us ~ssemhly, in the nl~ce where the world h□ s invaded 
the precincts of reli ion 0stcnsi 11ly c1cvoted tc., Godo It is 
there:, in Christendom, th:-•.t testim n,y is t•") 1

· 1 8 r,~ised to the 
truth ,)f Godo 

Oh 1,elovec! friencJs, our Lorc1 h :rn left -, ;:i;re t ohlic·, tion 
upon uso If We; knuw the truth, thun we OUf;ht to t:::-..nd for it 
2nd witness for it. If we l0vc it, let us he true to wh2t we 
knmv from the E,criptureo If tlrn Lord J:i;,,, reve,·,lecl to us frc-m 
it of Himself, let us hold it f2sto Cnnnot you recall R time 
when you wer- 1,lincl to the truth ,,nd did n,t unc:.erstr-..nd it? 
Tell me, who c,pencd Y'JUr eyes ,'end enli ,htened your unr1 ,)r.sto.nding? 
Why is it you know things now which you did nnt know then? Did 
not the S1irit of God mike them clenr to you. ~tl if He hns 
done this\ is it not th~t you shoulJ witne ~s to it nnd stnnd for 
it? It is not neces ,'lri:Ly: m ttcr :1f S;) ,7.kinc; :1 'UUt ito ''e 
.J 11 hnvt, ton5ues '•ut w,·, c:-,nn()t :·,11 u:3C: them for the 1 c::nefi t (;f 

ot 1:•crs, ',ut ,_,e c:.1n ·lll live wh t we kno,,J ,·,nc'I. 0x,,m::_:•lify it in c-ur 
lives, c.nd 1,y our C .n('UCto .Lhus we C n ' .c truL to t½c truth 
th:'.t the Lord hns reve·lecl to us c1.s 'eing cf Himself o 

The S~irit thnt He left, when tle went on hi , is the 
s,,iri t of truth" 

On the last d.n.y of the fc :,st, n.ftcr· the round of em ,ty 
ceremonies h~~ scnc nnd when the sre t number of sncrifices hnd 
':,e,. n offered, the Lord Jesus sto,)d. ···.nc";. criul: n ' If :~ny mo.n 
thirst' - you hnvc 1,cen ke pine; the cercmonie :; 1 yc)u h·1ve heen 
o 1,servinc; the ::crcmnni.'11 p::i.rt of the lnw, 1,ut if y u still 
thirst, nny of you, Jew or Gentile, •let him come unto me nnd 
drink. He th.~t ',clic,veth on me, as the scril)ture hC1th sn.id, 
riut of his 'elJy f>h :•11 flm-,1 rivors of living w;-,.ter. (But this 
spnke lle of the Spirit, which they th-t helieve on him should 
receive: fc,r the Holy ,.);'.lirit 1.1,.,s not yet r.;iv<c:11 111

• 
1rl1e Holy 

Spirit h:,.d not yet come, 1,ut w. 0 s .'ivcn .--t l'cntcc,Jf>t, so thnt 
those coming to Him should be~ source of refreshment Jnd help 
to th0so ,round. So the Lord Jesus ~ives us the sim~le clue 
of wh ·-:'.: i,s our pr< 1per rsl:· ti-rnshi;1 t, the world in which we find 
ournelves" 
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Now, in th e lat e r n3rt o f the Gos pe l we h n ve wh~ t is we ll­
known ~nd I only ref e r to one or tw o scri p tures hcc n use th e y show 
our Lc;r ,·t • s c c-n duct when He 1,;o.s n lone with Pil , t<.;. 

Cu c· Lorcl wc:ts 1 .. r ou ,:;ht bfore th e J E,,ris h c ouncil, the ;, .-,,_ nhcr'rin, 
.1n d He w-:.s hy the m, th-,t v e ry reli , .L,us c ouncil of th e Jevrn, 
c ,, mkmncd t r, .--: -., .· · t h. He w , s uilty ., f ' , l o.1::, ,:h ,:; my, they s "' i d , :,nd 
He must cUe" By th s 1 .:-c\•r, the tl -:. s 1 hcm e r h-, rJ t o 'c r: tonecl, ')ut t 
th e y cii d n 0 t wisb J c~us t o he st ~n cd , neither d id th e y wish to 
t a k e the r esyrn::., i ' ii l i ty u ·,-. r, n thems e l v cs ;_,f ;rn t t in.r; Him t r) de~ t h. 
" It is n n t 1 ~_,.; ful for u.s t ;·, l1ut n ny nEtn tn de 0th · , th e y Eoi'id, ' nd 
therefore they ,1eliv e r ,:.d th e Lc.r c1 tc th e Gc,ntilc ,nw 0rs t , ' )e 
m-ocke' .·, n r1 scc, urced '.n cl t o \· ,;, cruci f ie c:.. 

Ho 1-! c>. s L,ken to f' il ,t e -, nd int o th e judr::;mcnt h-:tll, 7.n c1 there 
He w~s, f ce t o f ~ c e with the pow e r of this wo rl d . The powo r 
of r:o vc rnm e nt h ,•cl h<::e n t:-d{ e n f r om th e n ., tion C) f ls r·.::-:c l ,~nd _:; iven 
t o the Ge ntil es. . t th~t J ' rticu \: r tim e , th e fourth ~re? t 
m,:m r· rcy v1c: s in cl i :11<'-y, th e .:1omcrn 0mpir 0 , th -, t e,rc.: , t ;1nl1 t e rri hle 
l:,c.:ost, t h0 L-rnrth u f the r:,e ri 0r; which Do.ni u · ,-:;o.w in his p r np h e tic 
visi .-:i n, :'.nd ,:m r Lo r ( w;,,s '·,c f o re Fil,:1. tc wh o w , s the r c,-i res en t a tiv e 
in Jucle :·, () f th:1 t .zre;r.•.t ."nd mi r hty power :-, t Lmco 

I wrrnt y nu t o n 1:. tic c th,..., t lfo wn.s th cl'<: ', y Him,'3c lf. The 
J e ws woul d n. t L'c·. int o the ju!\:m cn t h·ll 11,,inc; over .:: crurmlous 
l e st they sh•.,ul c~ 1,c :.1ef il cd by :.:nt(, ~- in 1; into the hcius c of J. 

~entilc. l h is woul f de fil e th e m - t l cets t until suns e t, 1nd they 
wented t o r· -rt '.:l k c of the P :=t ssover •nd to ke,Jp th e ms e lves 
c c r c m•;ni .:c lly ;:m ru , 1 nc1 therefo re they st oo c1L ,,ri th ,mt, while Jesus 
, ;.·s 1-c f o r e Pil ·· :_;e; , - 11 ..; f u r o the powe r o f the world . 

Now how di( our Lord J c us Christ heh~ve Himself there? 
Just think of the pos iti un f n r th e moment. He list en e d. to pj_l , te 
n n d to wh ~ t he had t o say, ~nd f il~ t c wn s not crue lly disposed 
to ,r,rds Him. I-le w0 .s not full ;,f r :. ,e ;~_n J h"tr ccl ,.t[; :1.inst Him. 
On the c nntr,,ry, Pil· tc s cccm e c' t ,) 'T, f~v oure. 1,ly c1i ·• ;'JOS\od :,nc~ W3.S 

n o t ~ t ~11 ~nxi 0us t o put Him t o 0e ~ th. He wanted t o escape the 
r esponsi½ility ~nd t o find some exc~s c t o rel e n se Him from his 
custody. 

How did our Lor d '~eh ·we :' Di d Ilfo t :,k e ~d v ::, ntn0 e of the 
circumst - nccs in His intervi e w, His riv ~te int e rvie w with P ilnte? 
Did l·l e se ,,k t o d ispose th e ju:1.L', c in Hi s own f t1v ou·r, n n c1 to seek 
the p ow e r of r il~ t c t o p ut down the powe r o f the Jews, who h ad 
c u n demn c d Him t o r1e::i. th ':' '.! h o would nr,t h .:we d one it ? '~'he m '_ n 
of the world would h :,_v e so.i d "Here is ~1.n o ,Jpo rtuni ty, I c 2 n sp enk 
f o r my ,se lf and no one will 1·, c r,ny the wi.: :e r. I c:cn cL,.-, 1 with 
th e j ,-dse rind mnk e us 0 o f his powe r f o r my own benefit. Did our 
Lord 2ct so? In th•t, shnll I sny cruci .'.1 1 momen t of His life, 
when He w2 s r e 0 lly in the sh~~ow o f the cross, ~i d H~ lift a 
little fin ce r t o help Himsel f, tn curry f ~v o ur with P il? te n nd 
turn his he i rt t ownrds Him? No. He s µoke th e wo r ds of truth, 
a~so lut c ly, with purity, point ~nd e ftect, but n o thing in f n vour 
of Ilimscl:fo 

Pil ,1.te h· 1 d tn ask I-Iim, mrh·1t hnst tho u d c, ne?•: J\. stro. nc:e 
thine th ·; t th0 judcc shoul d h ·, v e t o '"' sk th e '} ri sc• n c r 1-.1hn t h e lv:id 
d,rne: , 1:rnt th e r ..:.. it wri.s. F il , t e f e lt hims e lf in th e 1:ire ,·;enc e o f 
Une whc: wns ,r s.:, ter th,~.n h e. No doubt he f,::l t hi"' ow n imrio rtanc (, 
rmd the im :.ortrrnce nf the impcri n.l power '.'- t his bn ck, ,-\ })mv e r 
th~ t h ~d c onqu bred the wor l d , n pow e r o f irn n, t e rri½le, he felt 
all that , 1mt h e 1:1.c1-s in t he p rE.:s e nc c of (. ine fT8 tcr th r:. n it n ll. 
The mecknc s3 ·1 nd lowlinesc-3 c, f J e ;rus impr ess ed i tsclf o n him so 
th~ t he lost his nerv e ~nd his will. 
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Do t ,1.ke the l e sson t o yours e lves , 10 <::c r1 us e we ;'re S() :1 J;1t t o 
use th ,~ op11ortunities th .·, t ,re s crne timcs \iv e n us in c on.tecti o n 
with the worl d f ,) r the 1 1 e n e fit o f o urselves . \ /0 s :c: y ,1 He r e i s ., n 
op ,o rtunity . I c , n e t ~n ,::_dv 111t~ce . I c ~ n us e th e ~ owc r ~nd 
t'- e thinf:s cf th e wo rl d t o ,,dv -:;. nc c my se lf, t ,) ;:e t mys-.:: l f , t step 
forw.':rd r, nd t :, he somet h ing hcr0 in the w1)r l cJ :1. nd t o h .:cv e , 
:11:o.ce f, , r mys e l f' '. ThE:: Lo rcl Jesus Christ - think r, f it - '.Jn the 
e ve o f His crucifixi o n, st oo(1 fir m nnl7. tru e . If 1Ic h ::1,1 k 1cl. it 
in His h e,rtt He c o ul d h ~v e s ~oken t o Pil~ t e n n d n o ne woul d h~ v e 
', ecn --my thv wi s e r. Oh , t he '1e'' uty : •n d r c1.c u o f our Lo r d . He 
W'.'S th ,, f:,ithful .~.ncl tru ,.: witne s , ,'lVl He witnesse:7_ ,::r.,od 
confes s i ,m 1)cd o r e Pontius ;·' il, tc. 

r i l ~ te kn ew v e ry well th · t the Jews h - f de liv u r cd J e sus t o 
him o ut c,f envy ,::. n d th :::t t he chn. r e s t h c; y b r o u :":;h t :'.,. :, inst Hi m 
coul d n e t b0 su 1 ,st :n1ti:-,.t ,,·d. 'l'h ey s:--ic! ;,lie i ,s 1 m;'l e f .., ctnr. He 
stirr8 th UT) th e ;-ic·o~le, >, ,:; innin1;; :1 t Gnlil e,:: e ven un t G this 
p l:'c e. He 1)cT•.1 0r teth t h e: n·tion, f o r 1, i d ,:l. in t:; t ,) . . iv e tri b ut e 
t o C:L e r, · r (which wrt c ~-n ' 1 1i s o lut c· f .~l e h ry ;(l) . He m.-1 dc Himself th e 
,So n o f God 11 ~tnd s,1 : ,n. Th e: y 1Jro u t;h t the ir c h , r r,:es , 1)U t 1 il c1 t e 
did n t ~ cce~t th em . He 
lnwy r ~nd jud~e saw th n. t 
would n o t list e n t o th em , 

' 1:vhctt h,:-ts t thou d n n c?;i 

,Sa \~ t ~--:r nU,:?h thcm o His acumen 
these were trump ed-u p eh r c;e s, 
1, ut turn c-c1 t o th e ri r iLc,,; n e: r ;; nc1 

· S ,l 

~md h e 
s 1. i d 

'rh uy s.-, i ,~ , •He s n. y s be is th e King ·; f th e J·ews ; .:-,.n t1 th;it 
i 1., t l: c nuld n o t unclers trtnc'i.. .,. rt thou th o King of the J e\1s ' ! 

he o..skcd , ,,ml th e Lnrcl ,:· nm,,1.; r cc1 th t . He m:-, de it ~uit (: cl e.', r. 
i'Thou s·ty e st th .t I ,::,m " kine;:; - •·1h ich w:1s th L: f ormul. , o f n~s e nt 
t L1 wh ,,.._ t w'ls s .c, i cl . ;, ,rh ,Ju c :-: y,.:s t :, - t11 .'l t is ' 'lt i s s o·: , I ~un :1. 

kine;,; . He 1-1,-i.s "1. kinr: :'_n d lie l ooko rl it, t ,)o . But s uc h_,., kin:" , 
nev e r s uch hRd 1)e,, n c;e n l iefu re. 'i'hc linimentc, ,Jf r oy'.:t l ty wer e 
upc•n IIim. Th 0.i: e •.t,1·,,s th .1 t in Hi1n , which n o mo.n Cllul cl c n ins:, y. 
The pow ,2 r s o f t h e ',w rl c1 f L: l t t hunc;0 l ves t o 1

'0 en) sc d t o wlv t w0.s 
ndnmc nt . '11h e r 0 w,-'.S ·1. ll :)ow2r, :, 11 mi h t .'.me~ s trenc; t h t h e r e , 
wisdom t uo o n d jutl i ment · nd unde r s t ~n d in:' • They knew th2t. 
~ilnt o knew it, th e whol e wo rlf knew it. But wh2n o ur Lord w~ s 
ch o. 11<-:ne;e cl, He S) nke th e t r ut h . Ho r_, ·_id · 'To t h is end wr•s I 
bo rn '; , 1·,c c a us e He "'r:c s 1) :.:J rn Ki n e: ,)f the: Jews . T l.t: wi s0 men o f 
th e ens t knew H e \JC\S horn I:: in ._~ u f t he a 01-;s , s G ,lid 11 ,: r od ;:, n d tl'H: 
l; h . ri soec.,. lfo l,/'.''. f3 E in ::c: by b irth, .-, s shr,w n in J\'i ::tth ow ,' n cl Luk e o 
He · 1cis Kine : 1y ri t ful dos cc :1t" 

··T this e nd ·.n s I 1-1 ., , r n , ., 1H1 f r:, r t :1 i s c :1u 3e c me I int o t hv 
worl c1 

· • - ., h, h r:• :re f' il:-_b; wet s ·J ut o f h i s c\c·:Jth. Ifo c o ul d 
unde r s t :-·. nrl one 1hc inc; 1::orn int 0 t h i s vv,r l ,1 , ', ut tn "c r_, me - f or 
this c '.:tuse c,un o I"! 'rh i:: n Ifo mu s t h .~ve ~l oe n c xistin ,~ }>~for,:, He 
c2m c: int •J the worl l1. ;__;o ,s it wc, r o , etcrni t y ·,,Ds ro ll<: d 11:, ck 
~tnd t he Lor (} --nn ounc,1,: t c t his hc · th '--n g r,vor n o r th t tiC: ·:2.s the 
Et e rnr.l son o f th e 1i'· · th 0r. 

" Ji',~- r this c n uso cnm e I :into thif, ,,nrl d~ th.,t I should 11 (;::• r 
witness unt · th ,:; truth · . It wc.s the rc ·1 lm C' f truU1 ;'_n ,1 ·Ev e ry 
o n e th,- t is o f th e truth h t:: ." r c t h my v c ic c" . So He er-; t ., h li s h ed 
Himse lf :' n d the c 1l ,'..", r 2 ct e r o f His kin ·; do m, ' ·-e c~rnse he m~ 1e it quit e 
cl <c:n r t o I' il::c t ,:, ,;My ki n c clom is n o t o f this worl d;' . 1% ou ght t o 
impr 8 c::.s th :, t u pon o ur h en rts, The y w:. re v,on1s ut t r c~ cl Ly th e 
lips o f the Lo r e'. Jesus, v1he n he, vr: u 01lonc ½c f r) r,1 Pil ,- to , ,"l cJI1 0 

be: for 2 th e judc m~nt oen t, s t ~n 2in~ ch~rced b y the J ews who w~r c 
cryin~ tha t 0 e wn s wo rthy ,J f rlen t h , ~ lthou ~h ~ilnte c oul d fin d 
n ,:, f ::tul t in Him. 
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''My kinc;dom is not )f this w,Jrlcl'' - wt,s there ever --:. kincdom 
like th~t one. Where was it? Lt wns invisihlo~ It wns 2 

kinr,;dom ("ntc.:red 11 y f--:.ith, e;nterod 1,y the new '1irt ... , 1ly 1Joinc; 1-i,Jrn 
()f wat<.:r 711d ,_lf the s-iirit. It ,rs son1cthine; which flesh .-rn(l ',lood 
could not unc!crstnncL iiJ.Vly kinr:-;clom is nut of this worl(r'. It is 
some thins su:-ircmc, son:ethinc; s .,iri tt' ·· l, somethinr~ 1,'-'hond th0 z,;rasp 
and underst2.nclinc; of the world, ,.nd y0u c-·,nnot 1irinr-: the things c,f 
the world, ~nd you c nnot hrinc the thin~s r,f th0 world into 
Christ's kinsdom. The kine:dcrns of this world re under the swny 
of Sotnn, who is the 0rincc 0f the worldj hut the kincdom of 
Christ is thot in which love rci~ns supreme, in which Christ ~uides 
,,nc1 r-u · rc1s .,nd com1;1cccnds the: lives :Ji thoc,e who l:,elrine; t:J it. It 
is o terrihlc thine to brine the WGrld, its riches, wc ~ lth and 
influence into the kin5tlom of Christ. 

:le said ''My kin,:c rn is not :Jf thir, 1,orld" - :nc1 he · ,ve 
proof of it - els12 nwould my s,,rvant.s fi,;ht, th,,t I should not lle 
dcliverecl to the Jews' o '11110 Lord s:tic1 th.,t, in s,ite of Peter's 
impulsive act when with the sword he cut nff the man's ~nr. But 
after rll, thrt w,s not rerlly VLry much for the deliverance of 
Jecius,prrticulnrly when the Lord Himself healed the woun(. 

No, the SLrvcmts of UH: Lor 'dicl nnt fic;ht. 1
l

1hey c.1.id not 
take the t.,-,ctics f the ,,wrld to t their c1eliv,:ro.ncc. i'heir 
mathocls were not the methods of the worl~. By the force of nrms, 
the Jlom.,n , -oc;lcs lvc: s 1ffe,, cl their W(.",y; it w::-.s 1,y fi ·htinc they 
h,a ohtnined their world-em7ire, hut the scrv~nts of the Lord did 
not fi:d1t. If Lis kincc!:;rn ,v,"S of this world, 1·is E,,,rvnnts would 
h:,vc fou 1 -,ht, they wcrnld h.'VC , ivc.n their life' ,s 10 100•.', 10ut it: was 
not the way ~f Christ, nnd therefore if ve h;,lon~ t0 Christ, it must 
not ½c our way. We h~ve to f·llow in the steps of our Lord ~nd 
t:::.ke the ,ttitucle H"' t, ,-ik. 

The world wns thre,1Gnin~ tn extinsuish the witness th~t nur 
Lorc7 c1mc into the worlr' to r-1it3c. 'rhey ·•.ic:, ·•If we: c .n )Ut this 
deceiver to de,th, if 1·Jc c··n close 1Tis mouth, lie will nev'--r spe'k 
"'-f'./7.in, His testimony will ',crone for E.V , ro Let us cloth t ,mc1 '·e 
at rest, Rnd He will not spe~k ~ny morc 1

'. - There they made the 
mist-ike. 

But the Lord Jesus w cs f:1it~tful, (;Ven unto c1c,,t:i. Den.th w;,s 
1'ufore Him ;·rnd y t de :,,·id Ev,::ry one th t is of the truth hc,:-:.reth 
my V,.Jice.i. Pil:1 te etsked 1''fo,, t is truth·', --:.nc1 then hi.: went out, 
out from the presence of the one whn is Trutho went out into 
the world to fine! truth thc,r -.,, .,ncl he rn".de -, rnistr,ku. Ee only 
fnund whot it wns to '·,c, e;uilty ,,f ,s .ntcncin£

0 
• 1 n inn':Jccmt M:,n tr, lie 

crucified. 

Oh 10 eJ.ovec7 friends, th, 
of the followers of Jo~us. 

w-ys of the world ~re not the wnys 
J. 1,1.---,nt to insist U:)cn it, tlwt we 

le:irn our re:.· t lcc;,s,m of r.:,l.7 tionship to the w:n·lc1 by ::3b1c1yinc 
the :,ttitude th·,t our Lt)r,1 tnr;k. 1fhen it c"rnc tn n. question of 
de,,th itsE:lf, even the '7 er:th of the crr::s.s, ue ,st,,od truL 7.nd 
f·ithful to the, cnr]o He sr·i,~ ,_ft.Jn,r·rc7 ::, to thosc lie::: l .. ft 1 ehind, 
, Be thou f,ithful unto de th, ~nd I will civc thee~ crown of 
J. i f c ' ' • I t m · y '' c t h , t i t vJ i 11 s :J c o m c " 

If we h'd time we could look nt the ere t development of the 
two asvects, the rcliciuus · n2 the civil worlrt, ns we h ve it s2t 
out in strikinc vividness ~nd instructivenc sin Revelation xiii. 
There we h ve th..; two 'ce(1,;ts which John ,~ tW, unc c, mint; out rJf the 
se~ and one out of thL e rth. ~here is the relitious power ad 
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th e r e is th e civil ) owc r 7nd they ~ r o c omhine~ in oppositi o n t o 
God ~n d to His thinf so It is th e worl 2 risinc u p t o it s c ~ imn x, 
th e r s t o e xpe n ~ it 6e lf in n ll its t c rri ½l c cnc r EY ar~ inst those 
th · t · r e true :m d h o ly, ' nd thcn it \v ill 1~0 ju c1 1,y th e Lord 
Hims &lf. But w 0 co t th o J~inci0le •Jf it h e re nnd th~t is wh Gt 
~ffacts us ~t the pres ent time. 

;,Jc kw~, w just wh0 r G t u r.,top in rel ,~.ti ,-:•nshilJ le, th e worl c.1. 1Jy 
w-. tchin,0; wh,-,t our Lo r d J e sus d i d ·ncl s o. i rL Spe,kest th ou n o t 
unt o me ? 11 - l,ut the Lo rd 1.:~:,, v c: n o .:.. nsw c r . "Knoi:ve: st tho u n 'J t th 'l t 
I h - v u 1)0,,e r t o crucify thoc;; . 'l'he Lo r ,1 s ;·iok e th e truth nc;::. in, 
qui et ly ;, nu rnE.:c kl y. He knew :-,_ ll thin~:;s · ,n d He coulcl t e;; ch :i· ·il 7 b::: 
1;1h:0 t his )' ' ,Sit i o n r u · lly w, ts . He t o l d j " il ~ t o s ome thine; he c ould 
n i· t h · ve known o r deriv ed fr ~m studyin~ in th e impcri · l, milit n ry 
collE: :,e s. 11 rrhou c oul cLs t h.vc no pow"r , t .- 11 ,,r_r, •1inst me , e xc e pt 
it we r e ~ivcn the e from ~ho ve·". Th ~ s wo r 0 nf justice w~s given 
f o r the tim-:: r. in ;\ t o the ,.,urn,l.n .m11irc a n <:. it w.J.s r :::spcinsi 1, l o to 
Goel n.bovc. 1.:h-,t c.1 i rl it <lu with tlvt po,vo r ·t It crucifi ed the 
Lo r d c, c lory. "Th e world 1, y ',J i cclom k n c:,J n o t Go el ;, , ;·,n d it kn e w 
n o t thG Lord J Gsus Chri s t. Th e y cona u mma t o 11 the ir guilt hy 
crucifyin~ th e Lor d . 

The Lord kn e w th~ t th e p o w~ r •il~ t e h~f wa s giv e n him from 
,'

1"ov e , a nd 11 c .-:3.'} i d ''Th c r :; f o r c he th ,t 110Jivc:r0d me unt o th e e h o. th 
th e "; re,: t,.r sin''. Th e r Gli ious W1)rl d ic, more uil ty th .-, n the 
civil wnrld. 1/c-3 r e v c r,s c th'"'. t judrsmont o f the Lor,7 1,cc :1us o in our 
minds we usually think th~ t the worl d o f p l ~Qsurc, th~ worlrl o f 
c· rthly government, the world of wicke dn ess , is worse tha n the 
r 0li g i ous world. to t so th e Lor J . Th e J e ws, with c e nturi es of 
d ivine f ~vour ~ e hin d th e m, with 211 th oir hi s tory, the y wc r 2 th e 
more c uilty in Go c: 's si. '_ht. .Lnste ~cl elf r c c 8 ivinr~ the ir l·,es,;i n.h, 
ch c y h:> nded Him u ;:) t c 11e crucifie d . S -:, we s h o ul c1 r e me mbe r thc, t 
the r e li g i ous worl1 wh ich ~c nics the La r d Hi s tru e ~ l 2 c e ~nd puts 
Him out s ide , which r 2 f us cs His juri sdicti o n ~n d refus es t o ohey 
Hi G word, is mor 2 ~uilty thc t the worl 0 in its i~nor~nc c th 7 t does 
n c, t know God and is ~1lincl.ed by the od o f this wurl,L 

So we must t ~k e ou r e stimate of t hese thin~s from wh~ t the 
Lord snid ~n d seek ½y P i s ~. r ~ cc t o s t ~n 0 fo r Him in th ese time s , 
½c c :rns e we :, r :.: n ,:,:-, r c r th e c ,J nsumm ,., ti ,Jn o f thin.',s to d, y th ,m ev e r. 
It is ~ truism, hut it i s s u . ~he ~o rl cl i s ma r 0 difficult ~n d 
s u ~tl c n nd ~owe rful n ew th~n ev ~r it WQ~ . It must ½c s o . It 
· oes o n increas inc in it s powe r ~ n d int e n s ity nnd th e r efo r e th e r e 
is th e: ,::; r ,:; · tcr n e1::d t h , , t we· shc,ul d ,,;t : ;n c1 cl ,," r o f it, t o k eep ::i ur 
B~ r me nts unspott c~ fr om the world. Our h l e sscd Lord di d . He 
wnlked sn c~refully, s mc ticulou 1ly in t he pathway of o ~e ~ i e nce 
th , t l,e '4ns never so il er~. His thr,u , h ts 1,i thin Him we r e in no sc;:.u~c 
polluted by 1.vh ·,t 1,.'1:3 n l)out Lim. He w ·:s ;:i ur 8 :t c, th e: sun1·Je '.m fr om 
he ~,.v ,. n, He v-1a s the li c h t c, f -1;:h.c 1,rnr :1(1 , rrn ,-1. :rn He c . ..,mc int o the 
w,;rl c'\ , so He went •:ut in :·11 ,·rnrity ,, n d h 1)l iness , .-, nd w e~ :0 .r c: 
c e .. 11 . d just to f ol l ow "; im. Mc1 y God ~: iv 0 u s r: r :-i ce. 
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I h ~v ~ r o:d ~ 0 0 ~ m7ny G~ri J tur c s jus t n ow in y our h 2~ r1nc , 
n o t with ·1 vi o • to spc· ki.n :• of t ll ,) m ·11 in t1c tu il - th :-,t woul d 1,c 
impnss i ½l e in the t i me - hu t t o d r 1w yuur ~ t tenti 0n t o wh n t t he 
wo r d o f Goll s ·y 5 i n th em lY-.rticu l "rly C'.hr)U t THE WO:UJD o 

Th ,) wn rl d i r:; :'- r; r (, - t :., r ..., ctic .- 1 d i f ficulty t o ·=~ 11 ' ,c li ,,v . .; r s 
in th e Lo r d J e su s Chri s t h c cnu se t he y fi nd ma n y s o l e mn utt c r ~n c c s 
in th e wo r d c,f Go d ·· b out it :-nd th 2r2 :i.s ·., t e n denc y t o b e c o me: 
co nfuse d .:1..s t o t he me·,_ni n,:; of tt'. c m··,_ ny ,sc ri p tures th ·, t r efe r t o 
th e worl d o ln s t e ~J c f p ersu i n r t he t e · c hin s o f s cri ~ tu r e ~h0ut 
it, m~ ny s e t it a side 2 s ½c ine utt er l y ½e y ond th orn, o nd o f no 
p~,r ti c u l,., r impo r tn.n c r_> , St' mc thinc t he y c :rn clc, ve r.1 we ll without, 
p , rtic , l ·, rl y 1 ,c, c .-1 u s8 t hey fin d ~ difficulty in <lc ci cl i n :_: wh ci t th e; 
wo r l d n , ·1lly is, :-i. .s me nti o n ccl in scri p tur (; o But tli 2 d i f ficulty 
li us e nti r e ly in t ho s e wh o sp G~ k in t h~ t mn nnc r , n n d it is n 
d if f icult y 1 1,; c .·: usc th,: Y:_. :,pprcn ch the s c r i p tur <:;s in th e 1:Jron '. , w:,yo 

It is ,1 i f fi cu J t t c1 f ine i n so m~ny wc;r ,-1.,c:, 1-.,h,· t is mc-,_ nt 1~1 
s cri-, ,t ur c 1, y 11 t hE: wc:, rl d '' , :-:, ut it i s -n c ~1sy mr,.tt l: r f ,; r t he 'x , 1,c 
in Chri s t t :, dec i de f , r h imse lf if he r~u r a~c h cs it ~s the 
c cri ·:l tur c ,1,;es o .l c1. th e scri ,·, tur'-', t he i-Jorld is ...,lw,ys :) L , cc d in 
r el~ ti · n s h i p to Go d ~na i i s ~ e n, p~r t i cu l· rly to th e Lo r ~ J e su s 
Chri st :J_; th e I n c -:r n ·, t ,, ,c;r, n n f Godo 

1-/e kn , \J i,r,: fi nd th E: s u L j v c t , ,j_' t he: wur l 1 s ,.·ci , 11y ,·Jh t ' ininc 
in th e Gosp u 1 ,) f J o h n , ,·"e nd th -,. E , i st l us o f J ohn. i'h '-" r c i t i s 
th t 1,.1 ,_, h 'V th e w- m cl c rful r .:: v "' l ·,ti ,, n b y th e '.,:J irit o f Go,1 c <;n­
c ,.:rninr; t h e ··<"',Jr :-;'1 l e :c ·. r sun 1 ) .f ou r LC' r d. J ,:··rnG Chr i s to S o th~' t 
in •· ri r ,'.c tic , 1 f .•0 sh i ·:n , it c umcs t ·, t 'i. i s , t h - t i f i r: m w·_,. l \ inc; 
1:-1 1:th our Lo r e~ , if :i. ., m :i_n1li11i nc_: Hi s t h,)u ht r; ,· n r1 t c, chin;~s , th e 
worl d s,, ttl c s i t s e lf - it i '3 nr, t _, f li imo It is w , t :~ 1)cJU t Him o 
I s~t t l c i t hy l ook inB a t i t i n - nc · ti vc w~J - 1 h · v c the 
L ,J r c::. Je su s Ch r i E3 t -~, n cl 1 lw v e wh ,-:c t U,y, :.:; iv ,.:--J me t h r ,Ju <-;h Hi s 
,::thuncl ·, nt •; r :, c e , I ~m m ,; e ::, v o,s t~c l er th v Ho l y Sp ir i t, ,, nd t' ll 
thi s i s nt ~c0ni s tic t 0 t h o w , r l •1 i n eve r y w~yo t h u r ~ f o r e , 
wh t I h v c, n , lt fr , m Go;' , i .,:; ,; f t h o v, ,-, r1 ,-' . 

1Je fin d t ,: i s i ::; sc i f vrc r e: · cl th t: ,os :J c' l c-f J o hn f o r ins t n nc c , 
in th:-, t m:1m1c.:r . Y ·iu '.w ,w t h '-' Gn s }"ho l .-:. f J ,,1: n ,)p e n s vnt h :-1 
r ,_,f .r e nc e t o th e wo rl ,1 o I t f' e -k s first o f ,.11 n f th e Lor d 

J (i :,us ::u::; t he 
M-, k e r nf ·,11 

Wo r d of God t h ~ t w~s n~dc ma n i fes t in f l esh, the 
thin --s th -:' t ;,1c;r;,; m-- cle . lie ·r ,s h e: ,: in t he worl (l 
a n d {he lif 0 w · s th e li uh t n f me n. He c ~mc int o ~1.s th e li f c , 

the ,
1
,1ocl c~ --nc1 '.: i ;::·. :• r c s ,.:nc e '.,h '">\•J C:•.~ ,.: h ~t t h,: ••crl r.' W"'E, , in ,_: v e ry 

wr1.y :, c ontr:1.s t t ,:, , ims ~, l f. He h ~i'. ri,-cL t he 1n1nr l c~, 1,ut n ,, t .'.1S 

it w -l s wh ,rn IL - \'} .- :;:; f,, und h ,; r c , n c1 tT, ,: Go s i:h; l c h o ws u s t h ~ t Hu 
w:,.s in th,J wc rl d ··;vl the vw rl d kn ew ' 1 im nc, t o 

S o th e n, it wn s n mo r 2 l c on ~i t i o n th~t wn s s pok e n n f i n 
th~ t term 'worl d , t h ~t wh ich is n f m~n , o f m~ n 's or ~: nis r ti on, 
m:1 n' s r e . t syr, t em 11uilt u ~) 1,y ll ims"l f, '-y hi s skill :-n d his 
l e .• 1 rnin p~ i n n r ,' cr th •_ t h e m·-,.y i c ·,' L .: 'cr:1 c :~ rr y on his o wn 
,·tf fc, irs wi t h r; ut 1i o,~ -~ n c1 ·.,,ith ,ut Chr i s t. ,,nc: 1 •'.c c :·us c th e w,Jrld 
h n d d~ n e th ,t , the ir e y es w~ru GG ~lin~cd t h ~ t they d i d n a t 
r c c uc;ni sc t h 8 Lord whe n He c-, me . 110 w:•.s her :_- , :_1nr1 t he wo rl d 

kn c vr Hi m n r, t o 
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In Genesis i we re·d of the stnt c of ch ..,a s which wns here on 
th0 c .~. rth, when th -:o e:-,rth wris without fnrr1 -,nc1 void ~.ncl. d..,rknes', 
was up on the f 0 c e of the deep . It h,d f ~ll e n into thnt st~te nf 
disor c'e r :e nd confusi ons, :·· n C. the n th e f>Jiri t o f Goel !~r ood-;:)r1 U\Ycn 
the f 2. c e of th ,.: v2 t c rs. fn J ,)hn i we: h ", Ve ,...._ mornl w.,ste, ,, mur :11 
ccmfusi on. 'fh (sre we, h.c-: v e d,··. rkness ~, roodin r; u ,·,o n th e f 0ce of the 
e;·rth :~ nd th.:: ,7_r; tonishinc; thine 1,1 .---:.s th·-- t wlL n the li ,~ht shone do wn 
uno n this Jnrkness, the a ~ rkncs □ resist ed its np~ ro nch . Never 
wns such.., thins known ½e f or c . When the sun ~rises in the 
henvens th e dnrkne s s fle es, but wh en th e Lor d J esu s c ~me into 
this world the c1 ,, rkness deop;:;nec1 .·.n c1 1, ec..,rne c: v c, n mor e (k:nse. 'i'h c 
d:,rknoss C'Jm,,r eh endod Him not. It wns n c c- ntr , die ti nn .:, f n.- turnl 
things , so dnrk was m~n 's henrt. 

\rJc ll now, it w:1s t o ti:w worl c1/H{~ t c 111di t i on, thcl. t the: Son of 
God presented Hims elf, 3nd showed i msc lf in nll the m: rvcls of 
His me rcy ~nd kindness ~nd th,0 t is s,~ t out th8 Gospel o f John ,'.:l s 
we know. The Sp irit o f Go d t ~ke s UJ 3 sinGl C inci Jent nn d 
ti.cscri 11es it o.n r1. ,'.:'. tt :1. ches t o it th e conver::.~tion o f our Lor d 7nd 
t he way in which ~e pours out th e ~r ic e of Go d int o t h i s wc~ry, 
thirsty cnrth. Inc1ivi du71S com e bc f or 8 us. How t hey nra 
surrounded , ns it we re.., 1, y the ,r:1ce ,::- nd truth th:: t c nme l1y J csus 
Chric:t. 'fhrt t wns the r esu J. t -:J f it a ll? Chn.p ter n ft c r c1n:,ter 
½rin~s us t o this th~t me n l ov ed rl··rkn8SS r 0 t he r the n li ~ht he c~use 
their de~ ds were evil. If t he worl d di d no t know its Cre~t or, 
did nri t know th e So n wh,'.) •,,cu; ih the F':1. thcr' s bo som whe n 11c: c ... me 
into this wnrld, so ·.1.s Me went on instc.,d of cc ttin "; t o kn,1w Him 
moru, trw y h ·· tee~ Him for Hi s wor c.1s f c, r ~iis cl.-;;uls .c,nr'. th ey clecider1 

t o crucify Him, ~nd t o ge t ri rl o f Him. 

The Son of God s~t f orth His t estimony ~nd it c ould not ha ve 
bean r endered more ~erfcctly ~ut mor ~ th.,n. Without ~o inc int o 
det~il, in chcp ters xi. nnd xii. we find th e F:tther fr om he ~ve n 
r e nd.c rs t e stimony tn His 0 nn, th e r e in Beth2.ny. De~ th hc1.d c ome 
int o the f ~mily nnd the y w~r e s tricken with sorrow . Ther e it wn s 
thn t Laza rus wns cnlle 0 f orth , t th ~ b i Jd i ns of our Lord . But in 
th t ch r,.p b,r we, sec this - tl-1. - t the "'" thcr wt,s dir2ctinr; the rnov c-: ments 
of th e Son in th~t inci fent. 

He t a rri ed where He ~as , when He r e c e ived the ur css inc mess ~ce 
from the sist ers, thn t L~z~rus wns sick. He knew whn t was heforq 
Him, ~cfore Lnznrus and before M~rth~ nnd Mnry. He knew thnt 
th~t s ickness wns f or the ~l ory of God. Then with th~t dignity 
th~t chnr nct eriaed his movements ~s t he Snn o f ~ad , Ho pr oc ~e~ cd , 
whcm the mom0nt wns c ome , t o Bc th c:.,ny, to th e hous e o f m,·.urnin c; . 
He c 0 m~ knowinR full well wh( t He would do , ~ut still His sym~nthy 
wnc in exercise towards th e sisters sorr,,winG av~r th e ir brothe r. 
They did not un derst~nd, the y w:r e dull to hclicvc th ~t this 
dc: l ny was~ divin e pl~n; thnt th e Fath~ r h~rl ~n obj e ct in it a ll, 
th ., t His :,on should 11c ;~ l or ified :1 t the :·; rrtvc o f L~z -1. ru s . 

Th e y le'rned it ~,y :,nc1 1,y, we lc,rn it now ::ts w,1 study th e 
chapt er. It di d nnt diminish the f ee lings o f exquisit e sympa thy 
o f uur Lor ~ . His t e~rs c~mo s pont ~neouoly, (mny I no t s2y 
r everently of Him). He d i d no t ~eop ½e c~us e He mus t wee~ , th0t 
is r:,s if it was p rt of th e- divine p lr,n, hut He di d it '-:,-. c,~us c His 
h<, ,- rt o f lov0 w::i s mov~?o. ,, t the imr c·.r J. sufferin r.; s of th0sc who hncJ 
be -n ' H.: re ,:vcd. ,~v , n the J ews could nDt un ,,1.,1rs tn.nd it nll" 'Jhy 
w:-:..s it th , t J esus, if 
do wn into the gr~v~. 

~ l ov ed La za ruc, h~d no t pr ev en t ed him i oinB 
He need not h.,v0 di e~ , s 0 they r ens oned, ns 
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reasons, they r e□son o ct in a worlJly w~y. But there w~s the 
hi ghest mo tive, f o r th o Fn the r w~ s directin~, the Son wns wo rking, 
n nd it w~ s ..,_ 11 for the ~lory of God. 

Ther e , t the :": r .".vesi dc , the So n w:-,,3 1; ivinr; Ilis t c stinomy to 
wh.~t the / .-, tl1er 1 1;,13 cLJ in_,:; f o r IIim, to show th , t lie ·,;::-,s His S ,J no 
"Fnth e r I thii.nk Thee th .,-,.t Thou h ·· s t h e ·•rd Me 11 

o He t o ok it from 
His F:1.ther. He hr,d cr,me to the mo m,Jnt wh e n it w•,s the F ~ther's 
will f o r Him t 0 30 the r e , Jlc spoke the wo r d ~ n d Laz~rus c ~me f o rth, 
~nd so th , t Gr e~ t witnes s ½y the Fn th e r wns r e n dered in 3e thany. 
It wa s th e Son o f th e F n thur 1 s l ov e thn t W'.1S there in th e world 
n nd yet th e world kne w Him not, n nd M-~ ry Rnd M~rthn kn ow Him so v e ry 
,'.'.imly , fLr nlL 

Now we c o me t a ch~n t e r x11. fhere we fin d th e Fn ther 
spc.-1king --:.;-r; rt in, spe -'i. kinc fr r m ho -::. vcn o.udihly t o thos e th:1 t wer e 
n en r in r e spo ns e t o wh~ t th e Lor~ li ms c lf h ~d s · id in p r ~yer t o 
His li' :1thcr. The Fnth<2r sic;nific:d th ::.t 11 e he :,.rd wh ~t tht; Son h ,, d 
sn i '1 .0 rnd ii e vrnuld g l o rify His n :1me ,"ncl woul d c;l o ri fy it --: c n in. 
It wn s the Fnther's t es tim o ny t o the Son , a s truly a witne s s as 
when He s poke, 1,y th e side of J,'.)r clo.n t,nd on the 1'( ,Junt of 
Tr~nsf icur□ tion. But it wn s ~ t this juncture , th · t the Son ~n ve 
th t utt c r ".nce which ou1,;ht t o he upon our h e· rts c ,ntinu:1lly to 
e uide us in the m· :tt c r o f the world. 

"Now is the judgment uf this wurlcJ ;i. W11y docs it c 0 me in 
th e r e ? "Th is v o ic e 17 

- th .:c t is the voice n f th0 rather - ;;cctme 
not b'-' c ,-:1use of Me 1Jut f o r y our s e1k e s ·, ,'.l nc1 then the Lo rcl s o. ys nNow 
is th<.:: jud• :mont of this worl d· 1

• He (" i d n o t c orno int o th e world 
to judse: th e worl d , 1--,ut tlL t the wo rl d thro u r:;h Him rni Lht l)e snved, 
cmd y e t h " re he snys 1·Now is the juc\i;me nt o f this worldi'. Why 
do we h"v e it h e re ? Bc:cause th e r '-'n l cho. r a c te r o f the world has 
½ec n mo.nif ~ste cl. : it h□ s ~c'-' n fully tested '.l nd trie d . The Son 
c f Go d Himself her e in this world, sp e nking words th 'i. t men could 
h e2r, doins wo rk3 the y c ould se a n n d c ould n o t qu~sti o n, showing 
Hims e lf t o he the Cre:, tor ·tnd Arrr,ng,cr of the forces of n n turo, 
and the w,:i rld i s 1)lind t o it ::-,11, n n d n.> t me rely b lind ~rnd po.ssivc, 
but n ctiv e ly □ '. ' pos e d o.nc1 c1. t enemity, h :c tinc; Him n nd thirsting for 
His 1"J l o oc1. Th,, t w:"s th e s p irit o f th e wc rl ll , rind th e Lord knew 
it o He h ,,d kn" wn it fr o m the first, 1' ut n ow it h ,,d c o me t o the 
p ·:int - " now is the jud~me nt o f this worl;l 1

'. 

It w.~s just before the y c .:'.lme t o t :.-.ke: Him 1., o c :rns e chr1pter xii 
brings us up t o the clos e of the Lord' s ministry, His public 
mini s try. All we h ~v e in th e first three Gosp e ls ~ s t ~ the Lord' s 
works in the t e mpl e e tc. n ll thnt has been r ccomp lished r nd ~t the 
,rnd of it n. 11 the Lor e! h ns t o S '.l J ,; Now is th e judgmc.. nt of this 
world" . 

He h n d l aboured , He h nd come , th~ t th e world mi ght ½c G~v ed , 
hut th e world would not ~e snvcd, would n o t hn v c Him Who W8 B the 
S·lviour of th e worlr1. God h :~td l ovec1 the world - so lov ed the 
world, thn t He h ud c iv ~n His o nly ~e ~o tt cn Son, hut the wo rl d wo uld 
not h ·•.ve His l ove ncl would n o t h :-- ve His iJ on. The Fathe r sent the 
So n r.:md th e worl .l h ::t d hcth s e ~n .7. n d h ·0 t cd hoth the ." , th e r a nd the 
Son. ~h e y r e fused the Son 2 n d the y refused t oo th e Holy Spirit 
th~t He would send. And so their do o m wns written, like the 
writin~ upon the wnll •• • • 
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Judcmcnt ~7S nt h0nd, yet we st~nd nc~rly two th0usnnd yenrs 
:·inc8 th-t tirno ..,_nd the jud,;nLnt h,s n"t f·llcn. Why? Th'.'.t 
word ,,r·r3 writtun for you ··n<l fe:r rnc. Thu worlcl. hns it,s 
conch tir_;n plninly written u~,on its fncc ,, It huJ i tG juclcrne:nt 
pronounced t -.t ""' rni,·;l1t knD',J its ch .. r ctl:r .1ncl know its hopeless 
conrliti,,n. It c·:nnot li(, rcL:rm,~c', i.t c •n:1ot 1·K m:·.clC: 'ir.ttcr, nnd 
it is no ~l~cc for us. 

"Now is the, juc1,,;m,:nt ,·,f thi:, 1,wrld .. the Lor,", ,,,ic7 on th ·1t 
d~y, ond it is written I rc~c·t th t we rnitht tokc it to heort, 
not n.s a quGstinn af 05ronhy, ~ut ~s n mntlcr ~f mor·l ~nd 
siiritu.7.l c,.n,1 iticn" ro,unc' us th.)rc is the: worl 1 , .-,nc1 th-.t 
worlc1 h'-G 1Ke:n jw\_:,-.d, n .. t jud ...::c~ '·y Cnc Gi ttin13 t 11nn ::: thr ,,nc, 
but by th,. r··c0 'Jf God m ·nif,_,s~/2.n the ,,rn.ci,,us Fcr,;,,n of the 
Lon: J csus Christ 'J,c::,sin::. throu,•;h this world, .'1.ncl tre t0d by the 
world with contempt. nd the world's chornctcr, condition ond 
purnnGc is unch~.n1;sd tc,c' 'Yo 1'i(; must rn:-ckc no misti:k. ,7. 1J,:,ut th::1to 
It is the rnistrJ1e which we kn,11;✓ is '.,U t forth in our st:h•xJls nnd 
c o 11 c c s , i n t h e t c: x t lJ ,Jo k s n f t . ,1 y , w h c r e t h c 1,.i n r cl · ' u v o 1 u t i ::; n" 
d::..ncl:S throu,;h tLe ;)'"< cs 1,cfc,r,- ,_,ur ,jy,:,s. 

But the Lorr] s ,id ·dow is th, ju,'lL;mcnt of this worlcl" :,nd 
th: t worcl h1s ne:vc:r 11,, n rc,vo 1,ce:cL The ;),)n cif M.,n will come to 
j uc1£:c the wcrl·:' ., nd He Hi 11 ck , 1 with it rich tcously, not merely 
the world in its tot 1 lity, 1mt He will rl,:r'.l with inc1ivic'.u::.ls in 
the world ~ncl will ,~minist~r His juotic0 in their c,se. 

But II,, s7.ys further Now shnll the Jrince of this world 1K 

C-7.E;t out''. There •,r:,s riv,11 ·oerc;on in the world ·111d the Lorcl 
wos monifast to destroy his works. He cnme into the world so 
to dr·., r1n17 the Lord ·:t the oPtf: t of Tiis ;:-Ju 11lic service; here, met 
S•t C'c n rrnd submittuc1. Hims3J.f to his tcmpt,ticns ,':.ll(1 ,1v\.,rc.-,mc him. 
,';o ,c; , t·,n fh, d .: nrl le ft Hirn f nr the: t imc o lk en t. re c] th,, s trr,nr; 
mnn's house -'.1.nd sr>oilec1 him of his ,_'C)(J11s. 

fJev,:r W 'S th,,l'C G1)Ch rJ.is,_.>l:,y of tl1' OOW •.r of s .,t,cno But 
.'..:,:.., tcin and the: uncL:.1.11 s,:-iri ts fl c::d , t th0 worc1, of tlic Lorr',, 
cringing 1),)fore Hi!"l in f ,_•;,r o 'l'h,~y knew 1.lhc, Hs- 1 ns, the Holy One 
c1 f God. 

1•J1L:,w is the prince of tLis worlcl c:,st out". It is :1n 
historic'11 stntement, hut he h,s not yet hccn cast out of the 
world. He is here, hut the crisis h1d come. The Son of God 
h:1ving currie to meet the ,y·.w8r nf §.,tan ,'1nd tD deliver the \Jr,rlcl 
frnm his now er, it 1;,J"lS now II is t,:- uncLTL11cc, th'-' w,;rk of 2xpellinc 
from this wurld, 2t,n. 

It is only ·· question of His 11':ticnt irinitini:,-: tl 0 r•rnc;h His 
·er ,c;: e for the s.· lv .ti- ,n C)f those th: t will believe th·, t the 
ex:rn1F1ion of ·3,--, trrn is ,1.cl yec'. o Juhn seu, in visi,·n fi., tr:n caGt 
first of .,11 out rJf hc:wc,n it.self. He ic:; ccst out by Mich,,;l 
1.nd his :"n['';E;ls ,-:end is ct:st r1own to the c 0 .rth, hnvin,_; 1~rc·1 t wr:,th 
10 cc<J.use he kn•,v,s his time is short. 'rhcn John scer3 him, when 
the Lord c0rnus, c:1;1turcd 1)y .-n ·•nc;e:l, boun,1 with : crni' ,nd crH,t 
into the luttomlcsc 1,it, th,:r,: to rcm:1in fer one thc•usr, nd ye.'.:rs, 
the 1H'ince of this '.1,,rlcl im;iris~·nec' in the riit while th,; Son of Mnn 
rci,,ns in e;lury here in the wc•rl:1, rir' of the ·,:ircsenc::: of th,:t 
nrch-:1eceivcr. fhcn ton, ~ftcr the millenium, hose-shim c,st 
into the lake of fire, · ,r,si1 ·,rcd for him 2..ncl his :-rnr;els. 
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But the Lor J with His ~yes , th o s e eye s of e t e rnity th t 
we r e Hi3, He ·: ,:e: s ·, 11 this s W )W ., r esen t - the wnrl d jud r;e d 
n n d th e- ~rinc e nf t h is wo rld c ~st out. ~h ink of th e lowly Son 
n f H::rn ,0,,yini; such :.,. thine ·1s th it in t hl', d-" Y of His r ,., j e cti on. 
How it r,iv0s us t o f o. l wh't ·1ow,, r the r e is, wh ' t ,-;r t,c c, ,:. nd whot 
u l ory shine in t ho P ,rson of ,)ur .:1 ,1.o r ~ 1:,1 ~J Lord. He kn:~ws it ,11, 
y .:, t I-Ic so.ys it s ,·, sim ,,ly, so -, L1inly th t' t w,• c7n 11 unc:ersto..nd. 
:h: s : :yt, "r:Iy ,; c r 1m ,;r:'l , l t ,, 11 y ,) u th 0 worl d y ou f ,::;- ·,_ r, is ju t11 ,~d 11 • 
'rhe ,.rc :1 t ··, rinc c t h : t ;7;ui ,'c- s ;-, n ,' contr -:, lG the i:fL1. i Ts o f th e t,r ,)rld 
is c :~s t out. His )<:- wc: r is c"\ .. str(1y 0c1 . ·i'hrc uch ,_1_e :·, t h , Christ h ·, s 
,',)st r ny e<J ·tn il nulli f i ,, L1. t l.w iJO\-l(;r o f h i m wh o h ,r'l th e: :.1ow 0 r o f 
c10.·: th , ·nd h·;_,,, U'l<': rt h r cvn him. 'i'h o ;:J rince o f this W,) r l d is 
jU (' :;e d . 

n nd I, if l ~")C lifte:c~ up fr um th '° c ~rtr1, will dr t:cw ::111 m0n 
unt o me· . 'Chis h u s ;_t i ,I , si nifyin,; 1Jh t d'° .th He should die ". 
1;hrec times in this Go s;w l thcr t, i s .: r ,; f .; r2nc2 L) "th0 liftinr'; 
u p: ,if our Lor ,~ . /1 s th u J ,_1n nf M,u1 Ho w ·::, liftc :1 u J , e v e n '"- S 
Mo sus lif ter' U-i; th o s ,, r ·_,..:; nt in th e 1,r il 1.h.Tnc 5s, f u r m, n' s f ·, ith • 
. , n d ·"' ·" in the L0 r '1 F, '. •0<' ks nf Hi s 10 1.-in r:: li f t ed u p :, n c~ :;_.;:-•ys tlr.t 
th e: n thn s c wh o <J. is1,,; li ev c ]im will k n 8W ' · th , t l ·, m P0' 1

, n.nd Wh n 
it w.'.l. :.' th · t h -·, c~ se nt Hirn, - n Gt i m<kl1i ·· t :: ly r:, n Lis crucifixic n, 
1: ut th.··t woul d 1 )1:- the ultim.,t:J result . ,f th (j liftin,3 u rJ . 

I just m0ati un in :~,a:; sin , , th,·: t this " liftinc u p" comes 
twice in I.03ainh. It curncs in ch.~~it.::, r vi. , .. ,here I ,;. '.i ., h s ee s the 
Lo rd "hie;h ·c.ncl lift,.,r1 u;;;n ,--,ncl His l u ry fills the t 21;roi l c r:: n cl 
h ,_, m-.. ,c;,2 nd w ,r .sh i y -, re ·p icl t o IIirn . It i.s the Lo r :J J esus Christ. 
I s, i ,-: h G'101:c 0 f His :·, l '. .. ry. He: ::o:,w it in tlrt rl " Y r·n cl in th ,:· t 
v e ry s 1 1'10 ch -:-,J L r wh 2r . it spc, ,_k .,::; ,, f t h 0 LDr c: lift c,c'. u rJ in g l o ry ., 
t ht:: r:, re , t ,l · r kn Gss th · t c nrnc u ·,c, n th r, _,n :c_) l e ju il icL-lly '.K,C,7.vse 
of t :ic ir un'.Kl i of , i s 0 l s o fi ,- iJ~e n o f. It is q u o t e<.1 in thi s 
ch,::") t c r (J ohn xii.38). It c ~rnk, :, lso in eh :-. tt.::r lii, th<.:! l 0 st 
two o r thre e; v e r s e s, which ·)_ r E: .H"evi ou s t o c ' . i:, :,c r 1iii. 
J eh ov· ,h 1 s s,::, rv o:tn t is spnkcn ,-lf - nn v r_;:1.:-, ll b(: ex ·,. lt 0c1 'e ncl 
<.::xto llec1", ,nc\ it me ·, ru; ·'ox,:ltec7 , ne,l lifte c1 U•J''• !-Jh:,c is the 
result, ihc ro mn n nt confess th~ t it w~s thoy wh~ h~J lifted 
Him u;i on th e. tr e ., . l ic, tl h d lifL:. d Hi m u ,::i in :; l Dr y '-mt th e y 
h -- d :_;ut Hi m o n th e t r Gc . 'l'hey m;;ur n ti. ncl c •);1fess th e ir sins, 
~n~ b l e ssinc c ~mes t o t hem . 

But h ere the Lo r J spe-,·, ks c; f Himoe lf as h c in r:: ,;Jift (.:d U i);; thrit 
n ll mi s ht he dra wn t a Hirn. Nu t rn c r c l y th e Greeks , n ~ t me r e ly th e 
J ew s , 1,u t :·,.1 1 n-1ti o ns wc-ul c1 c,·,rn c t o I:: i rn, a n cl whoso c v ,- r 1

· 1 e li c v cd 
would 1

-:>L'' dr,..,v-111 t c. Fi iri. By -~nd 1 :y, nll the: n ,:: tL,n.s o f th e e.- rth 
s h~ll flock t o Him, n nf it is h e h o t e lls us Now is th e j11dgment 
o f this 1rrnrl('' • Th u w,~rl-J ,:is;-:iLtys it ch'r" ctcr in i t 1:; tr,, , t-
me nt o f Him, .--.n (l th ··t 1) rin r: s me t c, my ,s e: c ond -ioint. 

In t he e n d c f c h ·•·, b-, r xv " \JO h , v e: th,j -, tti tu. '. e ,·;f th e WPrld 
t .- , th , ,se th.:: t ·- e: l o n ;_~ t u Christ. Th e firi3t :i-.., rt o f th 2 Gosp e l 
de. 0 1s with t h0 . tt i tu c!e o f t h ._,- ,,m rl ll t nw; rdG the Lo r, 0

. J e 8US Christ, 
::tnd Hi s disci i l ,_ s W , r i_; t c, '.l : r c c• t vx t ,,nt i mmune fr c> m th ,:: ~ttn cks 
o f th e ,,,n rld whi "' 0 li (; ,4-.s hvr~., But n e w l k ,,ps f';.-_i in _r,; rt w,y. fk 
l ov v: His c,wn 1,-.rhich H _;r,.: in th1..: ,v1r l d , :incl 110 :,i''c3 r;-, in1_, t u clc- 0-:i,crt 
c ut u f the w-:,.c 1 d :~ nd E:,u llc i nf orn1 ,; th ~ m c f wh '. t wi 11 b'-' th c: i r 
0xn .ricncv wh vn H~ ocs ,w~y. 
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1-Jhcn Hc ::o es ciw::,.y o.nl'. tlk li ttl,; c cmr,.:: ny :I'-' c .'] lls Ilis own 
a r0 l e ft without the ir Go o cl :. hc • h..c r d , w' ·, · t is :·,o in ;>; to h a 0Jpe n '·' 
\-Jh 0 , t h cE}'.JC n R is this, t h '"' t th, , lr, t :ce>d in ths.:: h t- rt o f th e wo rld 
n r ~ inst Go d - n d His Christ ~nd th e Holy S p irit, fin 2 s its outl e t 
trJ'.'1 :', rcl.s thos 0 th,t 1, c · r the w •.mc: of \.,hrist. Th"-' w, ,rL'. h,, t e: s 
th -.,m 1·,,. cn.u3 (;; tr11= y ' , , l on ,_ to Chri s t, 1Jcc ,use they .7 r c Fis. It 
is nr·t 1·, •.; C ,7.1.! :c· of ··,n y 0 1,j..:.cti-·n:' 1, lc: f;.; 0 tur e s in th crn hut only 
1, c c ·:·u:3c tlH,y or .; th e: Lort' 1 s. :.JCC us ,, ,:. f thi,s, th l: wu rl c1. n o t 
mc.:r z, l y dr.,,-- ·11is-.-, s th,.,m, 1, u t h ' lcs t!·k111u :l 'h c Lo r ,' s ye:, If th <.: y 
h : ,vc hnh.r1 Ji;;:; - thuy 1 !ill ]rt e ;yuu ·• 

You r ,,:c ,)ll c ct th ~t in J ,: ,hn xv " th e Lor d c iv,.:s th .:: ., 11cc1.,ry 
c, f th -., 'ine" Jk ,s ;i· k0 ,,f Hims e lf :-:s ,: th e tru e vin \.." " . 'l'h .::-
ch··r ,::.. ct c r o f th e vine w,: , s th -, t it bc, r c:: fruit. •.i:·h ·, t w.::..s why the 
hus b.·1.ndm:m k o:_J t it. 'l'h c Lor e'. ,J r·,s the tru e vi:1c h er -., in this 
wo,·ld ,.:ml Hu 1)orc fruit Lr Go e~. Hut H0 .:, ,ys t o t bu c1iscipl us 
'•i.c :; r e the· r ::-.. nchc s ·1 , ,~ncl th ;.; 1J r , nchcs 11;._:r t o l)u frnitful c v 0 n 
:t s He Wi '. G, , n d th 0 fruit woul d sh <, •J t h·· t th e y "k l ,::n ,~e:d tr, Ilim, 
th,•.t th•.;J w __ r .; p. · rt n f th e vin .; . ·r11,: fr u it th e y lrnr,: would ',c 
ap:)r . ci tc, d :, n ,] v. lu,sd by th" 1T u s', -·- ndrn .·• n. '·'hy'<' Ifocciusc it 
p ,r t ook of th e: c 1F:r :, ct u r of t ' , Vine i t c clf, -:-'.nr: thcr .,forc it 
was ? l c.'J sin ;; tr, God. 

'rhu life ,: f 0 ur Lortl J sus Christ ,n s ,. c,, ntinui"'c l un h r c,k r, n 
□ ourc c of c e l c~ ti~l c, n J o ymunt t o the ?~ t he r. Un~r 0kc n I s ~y 
r1 0:C init •~ ly, inc11.lllin ,_, t h,.: h·•ur;,, o f (t7.rkne .,3,-; c,n the Cross. Thcrt.: 
t h, . · ·-thc.r f <,und wh,--:t ,, ·· s i n His hE; :· rt fully cx ;; r 0 .5::;c ,0 ·,n et 
r ec i -,r ::,c~tcd jn the h " ·-' _rt :J f His .Son " lio w t h e r'isci·:) l cs w.:: r c: 
t f> 11,: ·•,:'mi tt ,. 11 intc closu c omr.i u;:i,i o n with th -1 Son. Just :1s th z: 
1, r -.: nchcs w,;r r, .~rt r,f t b,: vin -: , so the cl isci ,J le,:i w,. :·c ;1,·rt o f 
th e ir k~st c r ~nJ the y wc r , t n ½c,r fruit f o r Him, much fruit. 
They w,::r, t o . ., 1) i1 1e: in His lov " ,.:rncl th •t l o v e W)Ul ,.: .shine. His 
j o y woul <-1 ' ic in th c; m ,'. rnd t h -• t j,::, y woul d 1) ,-; full, - n ,1 t b. , t ,1•.s to 
>c r:•·r t of the :, t tr · ctivc ,-;:"):-:h. r t nc e: ,, f th e: fruit . -11 th e 
·J0.rfc ction ,.-,nc1 i-)e-·.uty ,i f it ,1,,s s-:e: n ·.nd k n )\•m 1)y th,· hus1 J.:,.ndmen. 
hl. c:v e: n J)l.lr /~0<1. th0 :ir., nchcs, t o '.' ,•-· t mor e f ruit. It is so 
:rcle,'.ls in[~ t u God thl, P:).th :c r - ~-iut the; 1,,c, rl (~ h;:-:_t0s th e cl isci r, lus 
c1 f Christ. 

TlF,y wur0 to l r.: v c o n e· .notlkr -- nc' t o k n m ,1 th.·:t thC:y b,: 1 0 11 ,.: d 
t o Christ, ,:1 nd the Lor ,1 s 1irl th e vnrlr' will h::t • .. y ciu 1

) ;c. ·· us 0 it 
h ,:l t ,Jd me''. He s ,-;. i c) · I 1.1.o · l w:, ys thc; thi n c;f; th,' t p lcn s,a th e:· 
l1'·.'. ti t1.. r .~ ncl do His will, ,, nd th0 1;1n rl d is u p ··1:1/:i. inst m,. c ontinun. lly. 
'rhGy h 1tc @_; fr>r c'\c, in (·, such·, thinr:; '. n d if you lov ""· m0: -, n cl f o llow 
me .:,.ac1 · 

1·1,_; .:,r fru it, ''S ])\."in,, br 1 nch ;_;s in th e; vine· , th e world will 
h :·: t o ::e ncl t"kr -·•• ,.;cut, y ,.·,u· ' . Thi s i s -:. :'r ~ctic· l f,, ct, ·0 nc if it is 
s o , ~ n ~ th e world d o (.;S n o t h - t 0 ~ n0 pe r sec ut e us, then why is it? 
Is it n o t b c c ·0 u s,: W e ·: r ,: n (,t 1, ,, ., rin •· fruit, n n t much liku Christ, 
:, n (1 11c c ·,us ,:; th ,; l o v •.: o f Christ is n n t m· nif " s t in ue;"? 

The v ery first thins the Lord t .. lls His disci p l e s wnuld 
h -~'. l):1C- n .:-dlf, r His c1 o•) rturo is th .-, t the f()rccs c,f t he worl d woulcl 
n rr 'J. y th e: ms ,. l v es f ,, r th i.; ir 0x : o rmin : ti c,n. Y.J u find it 
hist · r:i c , , lly i n the .'Lc ts. r c r i3c, cut i : ,n w,t,s th e :•:x ,: n t thin ;:; th :.: t 
c h :.cr :"t ct -.: ris c:c! Uh'· d isci :;:i l c s .-,ft e r the Lorc1 J c- su:3 h :•:1 /!n n e UTl nn 
hi1~ho 

"If y(; W ·.:: A(; o f th (: wdrld, th\.; VJGrld w\_i ul d l o v 0 his o~.rn 11 
o 

Th u wo rltl c : :r c s L .- r its , ,.,,1 11. 'I'hcy h ,-:; v 0 t he ir a . soci ·:-. ti o ns, 
thu ir 10rnthe ;.'h orn]r, ~, nc1 s ,; , in n n c: t he y hel :·, o ne :noth '_, r to 1: e t on 
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in th e 1,rorlll. But if you st0nd n l oo f, if y o u show y ou o.re no t a 
CC; nsori ,,us ::ie · s :, n, one wh r; h r- tes c v :.': r y ',o ,1y , 1, ut jus t et livin:3 , 
l o vi.n c: !)\,; r f:on,, lik'-: tlH:"Clh u ··H · 11.l\"'t';\-:'1.'.'::v r ,, i 11 this worl L1 y u ·1rs 
aco, th C; 1,J11rli.: will h : t c you •nd lrv0 n o thin:; t c •Li with you, ::.nd 
will do you mischief if they c 7 n. lf th e y c n nnot im rison you, 
,J r hurn y n u : t th ,: st,.":'.kc, they will ,:. ·, soncth in1_j t c, s :1ow you ,:. r 0 
n ,; t f ri c nclG of thc ir fl . nd th,·.t th"' y cln n c,t w;\nt you. Is it 
n c. t f;o? 

We fincJ th,, Lor:: " U te; it 1,eforc the:m ' .i'.h.1. s-.,yG ··Do not 1,e 
o.l -i. rm 8 ,:1., th 0: y d i d it tr , m2 :· ncJ th " y will do it tr; y ou ;; . 'i'he 
se rvr:.nt is n n t c r •,,· · t '-' r th :1. n th e m:-:.Gt;;-, r. If H.:::- h .::i. rl t o 0,:1·, s 
throu gh it, i s it :my 1v .rclr.;h i r; tlvt y•,u sllould h , v ,, t o ·:uGc 
thr ou :_::h it t c,o? ' .. ,Je in this c ,J untry h :1 v c , t h rr.u ;'.h t he .,:,r :, c(; o f 
Go(1, 11(:s:n im ocmn e from th 0 ,, 0r:c:ccuti e1 n ,_,f th e:: w, ,rlcl fcJr t, .. ,o r,r 
thrc" cc nturi e ::,, G;:),;.•1-:in ;,; .·; o n .. r , lly . But it h ' n o t d ie:d out. 
It i s tl10 v ury f irst thin;_: t h ;' t h .::-,p: •\;; ne d in t !ws"' c1 .-:, ys, .:enc:. if 
it c i mc th~n, m~y it n a t c ome ~~~i n ? Mn y it n o t h 0 th~ t in our 
d ·y w 0 mn y h ~v u to f ~cc th e pc r s~ cuti un, the / cf init ~ •0 rs 0 cuti o n 
of th0 1,1o rld, th ·• t the lJOvHcrs th ·, t b,; rn·iy ',(: ,;;;,inst us, 1,uc:, usc 
we 1K, l o n r:; tr, Ch ri,c,t? '.J,:; ll, the Lor c1 kn owi, , rmt mny it ~,<'c th,, t 
th e wo rl c1 h :•. t c s us 1

: - c .·-u.s'° they :3()(; in. Uf, :-. like ness t :, our 
rJc,Jn.rt c:c: Lord. His 11e:··.u ty -~ n c1. / r ., c c tlr · t shone s o w<:•n d r ously 
in this d2 r k w0rl J , i s r0 ,rnduc ~d t huu Gh s •me ·;h ~ t rt imly in this 
twe:nti e th c_ntury in wh-t is c 1l l e:d Christi~ n EnclQnd. 

No,, t o turn t o th o ,:, ·-i r; tL. of J o hn chn .-,L, r ii. w0 h rt ve 
th e, c onvc: r so o f J oh!1 xv. 'I'h .:r,, w-:, h ·: c1. t l';,; · '-'w. rlc1_' s ---.tti tu de: t ,;, 
th (_; f o llo w,: r r; t.• f ~h ri st , imt h er ,.: i t s ·:)'...--~l{s o f the be li e v ,: r;: 
:,ttituck to th "' vrn rlc' ,;.n d -:, rticul ··.rly ' th ,) youn, · men ·· . 

Nu w yc,n will n o tic e wh •t th e :-··: o stl ... , i3:::ys <11,nut t h\;; ;,youn 0 
m2n ;1

• 'rhe y -".r e tl1 ose th ·, t h -:i.v " over c o me t ht" '"'ickcd c ne " 
He sa.ys th ·1 t t 1vic e _,hout tli t, m - v ~. r rje s 13 n. ncJ 14.- 1•/:n t is it 
c:;x:'.ctly to ov c rcc,rie th e w,Jr l<.' ··11 cl t h,. \,ric b : J :)n o.: 1rh c.·1 oVc;r­
c,imc- 1-;,.: c::n1se th u wore' nf Goll :7_'-i c1Gs in tht;m nd they :--·re stro n c 
f3;'J iritu· lly" .L'h c rc w ,:1E, ~" ,J O\rh' r th .-: t r,,si r, t crl tht~ pc; r sccutin;c, 
:JmL r o f th a 1,; ,:,.rLL 'l'h ,;y w r:,c ·, r .: µ ,--, r cr: t, ) wi thst :irn! th l: e vil 
cne:rc i eG ,)f :., l\ -; s ti L: i,n, rl cl ·nd th ey v✓ cr, : t .h c victor :-: " llc1s 
S(1_t -1.n :,ny mor ,_, t:- :cticc, i.n o r :', r t ,1 ov,: rthrnw t h,. Li th o f tho s e t;,_--_t 
be l on e to Christ ? Ik is -ro r, ri.n (~ l.i,,n: ' , 11ut he i 2, · lso thG 
cl c c c itful Gc:rJh.: n t , ·,n,J if lh: c :m~l () t t e rrify, he will s0ok to 
clc, lu dc , ,, n cl rnisl G-: cl ,n t1 c1u c.: iv ,; , -:· n c1 t ,- :-,ut t h ing s so t lr t the y 
sho ll b e _,1ttr ;,, ctive .~; nc'. rk,s ir•,u s t,, 1) c }v•rL :Jn it w:-- s th ·- t t h0 
,, ,r ·· ·• 1t 1, .. ,, uj l t,;cl jv ·· iJ , , m-, cie: th ' · fruit ·,n ,·•G7r s o ··11 v r;·•nt •:J,;;_, .'. ' '-~ .: . ..1....,_, - ~i .f '- · o - . •. , •. '-' , ... _;; t_. , .·. ~ .(· J... ,._. , _·. 

nnd ·cc,,m, ni c,1./wi th e:rnch .sc,ft ,S -)l, c ch0r-; th · t her h 8:,rt \v•"'.G 
dec e ive d ~ nd s he tnok of the fruit . Sh, i ~lrtC: d to th e 
h l :: n c~.ishm e nt s of t ' :c s 2 r ;.1 e nt, th,1.t ir:, wh .:1 t we h , vc.:. h e r e- . 

'rhose the t ,7 T O stru n .·,; , tl· c,s c th · t woul d '::o t o the ,st·dce 
for Christ's s~kc , who wnu l0 st ~nd U ) ~~nins t thL t urrifying 
;J01ie r s o f t h e ,.,, ,rJ. r', th 0y ,, r e ,1 m: n : :·, l ,-, t o t h (;- snft lurin f~ 
things th t th e wn rlc1 c ' n h rin,> Th 0 rcfo r 0 the ::, ·.)ns th: utt e rs 
thi s ,:w l em n w·· rninc,; " Lov ,1 n o t th o wurl ·l ··. 

,_ m,,n s 0 y ,,, , 11 Ch, 11ut Go,,' G il l,)vc.::d t}'k wnrl,1, ~l:::.y I not 
lov ;,, th0 wurl d?' • Ck ,1. l ov e,: th e ,,1,:1 rl, 1 .1rnl nvr_lc, th " t i:; r c ,·t 
G,~c r i f ic 0 in or <''..,. r th.·, t thv !Orl ::' rn i h t h ::v 1.: u t c rno. l li ft::: 
thr ou e;h beli c vin,r:; , -"nc] nnt :;,Jc ri r;h ,, lk h ., ,l_ ~.n r11}jLct in it. 
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But the younc m.'1. n who lovG's the wo rld is nn c 1,:ho :·: oe:s into it 
~ nd its w~ys. He is lik L Lot. He 300 s t0 the wcll-wnter~d 
pl;1ins of :3n ::l,_)m ' K c :••us ;:; he w- ' nto to , ·.'l_in hy ito Ht! l o v es it 
th t lw rrt 'Y -:;:: t ---:J v ·nt 1c c out r., f th e thin[~S c1f the v.io r J,l. 

1Jh ,-:ct w·r, thL ,r··y in 1,vhic 11 th,,, Lur,.1 r;tor:,r) ,1oof from the 
worlr1? Ik w,:;ul i.1 nnt r1e :: :: ·rty to its ' i" Y L .. Hi.: wou l d not 
sncc c, m' ' t o .,.ny n.ctv nt --,1_, e th t ::hv w·n ·l (l mi · ht r~f: ,_, r c1 Him. 
Fer, ;Jl c cnulc1 n ;) t ur:i. ,1 ,~r• ; t ,~.n ,1 it. Hi~3 hrc thr vn, who in th o s e 
e~,rly ('.,.ys c' i cl. n o t 1) 1.:: l i c v ,_, in Him, c o uL'. n e t un l' ~-r t;t .·, n r:1 ,,;h y He 
tn.u e;ht in .:;,,lil oe ;1d c'ci cl mi hty 1-Jork;:; thi.:r " . ',Thy c~i,l Tfo nnt 
go into J ,, ruso.l e m ,. · rticul Tly :'et the tim e of the F\, :u ,t of 
'I' ,b c__, rn ··· cles'? Gr c .- t num ' ,. 0: rc- of )V O) l c Hcc: r e th ,; r c t Jh: n .ncl why 
,lic1 Ho n ,t :::c, th c i.'L: th:t :1WJ,, 1 .:: mi :;ht :::;c'-- v;h.· t ;; ;_~ r 1.: :' t 1,o rs c:- 11 
He , 1:•.s? l'h · t is th .; w,~,y in which the ,,, •rld .~rcues. 'l' h -:y Si'"-- Y -
If y o u h .--,vc .:,o t 11y ixn,1 o r c -,_n you, \J ::11 sh o w thcrno L0t the 
worl r_:_ E,C:(; ,,1h,' t you c,n Joo ,··ush yuur,s--clf f or \.Jrtrd l1k:no Do n c- t 
t•: e t into the 1i- '. c kr;rouncL Let _J ,.: o;,, lc, see h i; i.v c ·,p:1'11 ,.:: yuu ."_r •.d 

But th(J L crrl w,,i tc:c1 o It wn.s n(,t His purpose t .' nclv c, rtis ,: 
Hims ulf o It w,1.s tho w2.y ,:.f t]1u worlcL !lo Ji(] not love the 
vrorlcl" He ,)id not wr-,nt tor;.· to J(,rusr-lcm :m <'. t:o.in the 
a y.n J. ,,use o f memo It w·:-:.s the will of the F ·, th ,:r thc.: t rs0 v <2 rned 
Him in 0v o ry mome nt ,:: n d t!10u c;h t, ., n cl [50 it should be: with us ; 

1fo hc ·1.r the -:: xhort :,tir•n ever ."n1! over ::: -'· in, until pcrhc-.f!S 
it lor,es its pow .: r "Love not the wnrlr}, n e i t her the thin,_:s thnt 
cere in the wo rld ' ·; - not t he ,,,crld in :1 ], r o .:-.c1 wr:ty , n l; i ther the 
inc'ividu,~ l thin ,·. s .".re :0 n, in the wo rl d. , o ur l--~rticul.-, r desire, 
bccnusl; we ~11 '.'. r ~ plo~Gud with d iff ~r~nt thincs , nntl s~ t ~n knows 
th~ t. He rc~ds our ch~ r ~ctcr like, hook , nd he knows exactly 
wh,,t is th0 1,k -•1<. ,,, int, wh ,:c t i:> th,:1 thin; ·, th "'t we clesirc. He 
puts th~ t before us ~ n d says Se~ how e Hsy it is t o o~ t ~ in it. 
Just b0 !_/ )inc :1 littl2 wo. y i 11 t o th e worlrl 'o 'l'he 11 ;108 tlc s ::iys 
'i:Oo n o t c',o th .-·· t. lfr:v c n,;thin['.. tr, (:o with it 1

·•. 

' If ~ny m~ n love th e world, the love o f the f ~ thc r is not 
in 1i irn ; . I t •1 ink this is th1:; ,m:ty p l:-.c ,: in scrinturc: where we 
rc :1<1 o f the ·· l o v e o f t i,e .,·r, thcr·. tJ c h:,vu th e l'' ·, th e r's lov e 
f ~> r u .s ·1 ncl our l ove f:>r the F- ,t he r, and for Christ. But th e 
luv .:; o f th<:: !:•·nthe r - not me::r~,ly lovinr_; IIim tis the Cnu lr-!h:·, m0 :k0s t",c 
rain t o desc end u ,, on th e just : ·n c1 th0 unjust, ,. nc1 sn o n, n•,)t 
merely .,,.:, the Ho 1 v e nly 0110 <::_f, s 0 ·; e: k 0 n c f in th e Gospels, 1') ut th e 
~ ~ t h c r nG r c v ~~ l ccl hy Christ in Ilis lov e , th o lov e which wns in 
the F~ thur's hc ~rt n n cl which th e Sa n r c v e ~ l cJ - y ou c ~nnu t h nve 
th:, t n lon:: with the, lov € o f the wo rl, 1 o / ,very 1,ccli e ver th ··t h ·., s 
tried it, kw iw.s it. But h u nc e<.j n o t h,·vc tried it in nr kr to 
h -"' Ve f (; und it out. It is writb:n h"- rc th:'. t he mi ght kn,)W it. 
Th e lo ,r c c: f th e F' ."' thor i s not in t h e c,ne th:·;t lov ,)s th e thin[~S 
of th0 wnrlcL 

Th e n he 0 numerntes n list of thorn - The lust of the flesh, 
.·ncl th<J lust o f th0 eyes .",1rnJ th l: ,) ri cle o f lif8·', th ,, v n in :0;h •ry 
mcm h ::, s in th e thin _1°;s of t h'-' w , rld. ·\ rt! '' n' s life <~oes n ,_, t 
c unsi c t in th G n h und~nce of the thinRS which he pos ~esses , but 
th~t is wh~t h e ~ l o ries in - th ~ J ri ? e 0f lif e . But the love 
of the F 7 th8r i G not assnci~tcd with it. It is all c vnnescunt. 
It is p c,_ss inc; , lil· ,; t, ;:;:.1 11 ·\ r ·•m."\ ;·. c1.u sin, : b ,afo. r<: us ~, n c' then 
L · chnc . '1tky, 1rnt · i1e th t ,1,:,;; th th e , .. ill ,if God . -l1 i ,1e th f ,, r 
,~: v c r ··;. 
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Our r~l ti0n to the wnrld is v ury sim~lc if we will only 
lr)ok .:t t it so .. It is ~; • t rrn t hn t :'r c;ue s :'. 1•-::mt the worl d , ,,· : t c) 
h o v1 f · r ,,, c c· .n r_o into it without c!1e1 · n ·~8r i n / our s ouls, a · t o 
h ow f:-1r we c··n :,, into t he 1•rc: r:it c'ly : s,:; n cL· ti o n s D. n c1. OCCU'•".ti o ns. 
rrherc i ,3 11') ,: c. ub t · 11 th ~t the ,,r,:;'l d h :,s m Hle itG e: ncro :.'chm c nt 
u:Jon th 1:: liv0s ._. f 1)r ,J thr (; n c1urinr~ tt10 l ::i..st f '\V .r (; _.-. __ rs, sr1.y the 
L 1st qu .,rter ~ f cc:ntury" 'ii thou t ''P ·lyinc it t ,, ·,n J "Fir ticu L ,r 
~h: rs, ·ns, ,• ny,~n e who h:'. cl ,. k nm,1 0 1\:;8 cf th ,, w.·ys 1),.:: li c v,.:: r s liv o.: cl 
s~.y t b irty or L, rty y,_. :rs ·,, :c, , comr:·· r eel v1i th hrJ1,1 th ,; y live n ow - c~ -
cln y s , knuws ;k r i' :; ctly '.Je l l th·t th2 v.r i ,rld h :,s c :,r:1e ino It h o.s 
c o rn ~ int •) t h ,: w,1.y in wh ich WG liv e -: nd c, 1JC ·,k, it h :t s c ,:rn e into 
,)Ur mc\.:t:i.ng r.; , our :i/u rshi ·11 , our hous• .. s, o ur 1,u ,sin0s s li fe . 'l' h e r e 
it is .·,.n,' it '7. Ctrs like: ·-: r_,;r..; ·· t L'''•t inc, c ,·nk,, r u .Jo n th , S•Jiritu::i. l 
lif e o f 1,c li (o VC: r,S o lt is Cl v ery s,:; l urm thin e, t l1 ·t t he world 
shouJ. .-1. h ·vr:.: f,:und :1.11 ,,n t :::- nee int o th e lives of thos e v1 h o 11, loni; 
t o Christo 

1nd wh ··, t is th ;; r e · ul t t 'I'.h cr. h2s 1:c c n rn fruit fer Go,1 , no 
pow 0 r i n th e me ,c t i n ,c)3,, 'rhcr .. 11. ,, c-; 1,c -:c n 11 ,) '..1owc r t o h,:l ;1 t ho s e th " t 
h .·•ve clrift 0 c1 ;1.1,r,ty o ,So me \,re: )F1vc s ·::: e: n ,, n cl 1. nm-.1110 S ome h ·•v u 
t hos , r " l · t c- d t r, t hem l,y th ,, ti00 o f n ·,.t ur,: o 'C hey hnve '.';one ri · .ht 
away ~ n d thu r e i s n o puw~ r t c lift e v e n n little fin ca r to k ce~ 
th,cm wh t: r e th e y r.. u ,,;ht to b e , e r t o 1'.•rin,:; them be cko '•Jhy is it? 
L, it no t 1)0 c :rnsu ,') f the po,.., e: r o f t 1·.,; world? S:-: t •n knows it. 
He h ar; s :·: i d 11 T1-J.c re i:lrc"' those ·,)c.:)::, l e ,,rh o '7.t c n 0 tim e '.,,rcrc (\ powe r 
in th :;; , 10.r l rl , who s :..: tes timo ny w,.; nt t .. ) th e <.:·nc.1 .s uf th,: u ·•rth, hut 
I will h :v 0 th e m. Hc t 1,y ·) ers ,; cuti o ·1 y,, t, it m:::t y b e, b y nr1 lJy, 
but fir:::;t o f .~ 11 I wil 7. try wh.J t r1ec ,: it :ncl .fl .· t L ,ry wil l do·•. 
~ n d h e hns clo n e ito Whn t i s the r e sult 

Th er e is no n ee d f a r me t o sc ·~ it out b e for e you, the 
s p iritu~ l we3kne s th.~t i s ~ r o und o Yau know it, not mer,ly in 
tho;se you :, r e asso ci · t e d \-1i th . You kn, ' t-1 it b ..:; st in y, :•ur c wn 
h c .0:r t ,rnd lif e o ~J h ,; r <: iG th e, fi<1 ,,; lity, VJh. l:U i fj th e tru,, !3) irit 
of ;oi i ety, wh er e is the ;".iO we r th .·1 t 1 d. 11 npp e- 1 t o those th ·• t know 
n o t ou r Lo r d J esuo Ch ri ,s t, t h (: ) OW •c: r of th v 1 i f c .:, nc1 the p rj v1or o f 
the wo r •.: of Go e '? 'I'he Ho l y Gh ()S t i s hin rl,; rct~, ~) <.: c ~·-. us ci of th e 
d e filing influ i'! nC ,;S o f th e ,,:nr l rJ hav e c nme u 11 n thos ,; th r1.t hu lonr: 
t o Christo Ma n p r c ~ ch · n d J r c~ ch in v 2 in, th e y t ry t • help · 
h :..: licvers, lmt in v : ino \,Jhy? It i s the \JH' l d lin(: SS b,ahincl it, 
the l ovin ·:: of th0• wnr l cl. , .:: n cl. th o thi n.r; ,. o f the w<Jr l d o 

I w,c nt to s ·y ,". littl e wo r c1 on ch.--·;,, t c r iv. Here is ·1 n o tho r 
thin r•; :rnd it i s c, f r e,' l ".ir 0, ctic·l im ~)()rt ·nc co 1,'1 c ktv e l,ecn 
r:: ·,_: G ' kin:: •11 1!JUt thu wnrl:1 in r e: L ·ti on tn ,r 0·c tic:· l C'Jll ('.uct, th \, 
s µ iritu~l ·1i r~ of th G ch ilrt r cn o f Go ~ , hut ~h~ t we h Jv c in 
ch ~:1Lc r iv. iD ;·_ qu .. st i c n of tL: ·chin; o The --:p os tl e; s ;-,_ys 
"Belov ed , 1ic: li e v ,, net c v , ry s ;1irit, 1-mt t ry th ,: spirits w}i ", th e r 
they .,.r e of God'. he r;h u,e: s h :-. 1r1 thos'-' th ·: t h,.,J.o n e; t o Christ m':'.y 
1w f; c:cur L:il. frr,m th o inf1u,"nce of f ,,-,lG " t e : chine,, :·,nt1 the to chi nr.; 
of " nti-chri s t which is i~ th0 worlrt. 

He s,: ys th ·· t mnny f .~ls v ;, r•.)1Jhcts h , v e 1;c n c c,ut int n th e wc,rld, 
th , t is th o s e; th · t pr'-)t " ncl to l') c th e: v ice -:if God, ~-nd to spe ,·.k 
th0 w·:i r ds :"J f Gu,1 11ut th t:y 11c r c f :lGc li C1 r.s ·· n c1 l' e c .; iv e rs, ·1 nr.1 
th ey w, ,nt int,; th,s wor l• l o It is ,:.c n ,.: r ::lly thc u : ht, ,nd it is 
tru e t o some ,;xtc:nt, thnt this r1.eL,ro t u .;,v j_ J. tc , chers wh o l c·· v e 
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But surL,ly it mo -.ns f, m, 0 t'.,ine: t:lsc. G0inc: uut into the 
wc, ."" l ,1 is not t ,,kinr~ -'. vc,yc_c; ..__, n n t mo vin ,~ :fr -, m o n e l,l ··.c e to 
tmoth8r. G· :in:•: ,mt into th e wcrlcl, m• .. ·ns th··t I ar':opt wor •;ly 
principleG crnc.1. wo.ys ,::: nd th · t is wh,tt th "' f ·, 1s0 ,, ro nh e t <locs. 
H(: r,ll,;ws th0 worll~ t o corn'-' intc- his min(l ·nd me nt .1.l powc,rs · nd 
h •. stw:.i ,_Jr, th e scri n tur s from th.·, t }',Gint of vi e w, :m e. so ,·: r.ics 
wra n~. The worl d c ~n come int 1 my me nt 2 l equipment just as it 
c n n c o me int o my h ~ rt ~n d 1 ~~d my a ff e cti o ns ns tr2 y. So the 
mind c :-1 n ~, u dive::rt 8,: from th e: truth" 

'rh :.:: ::c~1 ostlc sn.ys th.·· t th ,, y , .n.: tc• try tho s;)ir:i. t,s, ,1rnv,; 
them. D,. , n ,; t ~'.. cc <:p t ,:v -:::: ryt:-nn ; ycu h e -r. P e rlvus y(_, u Gr.~y 
;

1 i1ow c · n 1: clu th, .. ,t'·' 11 How c .'?c n I know wh e the r such 'l. nc'. such n 
~erson is ~ f ~lsc , r ophet Gr n o t ? I C 7 n ~~ t G! min0 it in this 
simple ,,,,yo 'l'h1.; f ·,ls ,, ::i r ,J ;Jhc t :-:.7. •,J,.'JS s·_)(; ks with th,- v ,,ice of 
th e wo rl(I. If I ,rn l ovinc GoJ · n d livin:; :ts i i0 woul d h ., v ,., me 
live ,,,. ·. His c hi'.!,~ , ,,, tlkin;~ in th 0 comp ny c)f th 0 Gno d .Shepherd, 
::n d h :vin , the \Jor !l of Go c1 ,'Hel1 in;·: in my h c ~: rt, I s h :11 kno w 
th t wh the i s s ay in~ is not the truth. Perh~ps I c~nnot 
p r 1) V e: it, ;1n l1 a m n o t ,:b l "' t u c •:• nfut"' th (; fnl.sc, ·, r <F,h e t, '-:1 ut I :::t m 
to d i::/ lc li e vc h im" It m 1y 1K ,111 v 0ry ,.,,e ll for th e wcrld, but 
n o t f ,:r me }1 c; c · us e I h ~:v ; n c,th inf; t o do with it. ,S ,, the 1Y 11cs 
in Christ (t rc m7c: c .:;<::cur,:: fr om 1)e in::~ O::'.r •1Jn .,_,_,r:y by the 
de c ~itful t 0° chin~s of tho Ge: th ~t n r c ~mis □~ries o f S7 t n n. 

: ;,-, L1n s e E: 1-; s t (: destroy th ,, 2, · ,i ri t u .1 l h '··. i:J in0ss .• n <] j ,,y ., f 
believ e rs " You s e ,, if I h ,1ld .' f •lsE c1o ctrine l cn nno t 111 o rship 
Gnc1

, r ic;h tly o I ffi ,J.y US(; \·Jr,r ds b i: :h:'.1 0 11 1:,cri ~,tur c , I m.:1y us e :· 
form nf :,r:·y,:r ~nr! sin:::; hymns ''1i1 <1. ::11 tb t s ,, rt o f thin r:, , but if 
my min,:'!, h ~, s 1,0,; n :·,o i snn ,1<1 1!y S'.) ffi e evil r.l c ctrine, th::, t kE:: •J S me 
fr o m c nterinc int o th~ t higl1 J rivil0~e of r ee l wo rship to God 
nn d uf scrvinc Him ~nd of hc i n~ 0nwurful in pr ~yc r t 00 . Wo 
kn c,w t r,,; c1ifft. rc nc e 1),.:-tw ce n mc r<... v •ttc:r 1°nd t, r :1y c r, }Jr '1 ycr tLc1t 
take s h0l d u po n God, praye r th~ t is th~ voic0 of n fri end 
sp 0:::J<:.inr~ t u Goel , spec:kinc, in n l 1 rev c r e nc<; , o n terms o f 
intim~ cy with the F~ther nn0 the Son. When wo r dly thinc s c ome 
into our h cc. rts, th ... t ·:owc r i s ,>.,stroyecl. 

I want to press this, th ~t it i s c c. sy t a k eep a p~rt fr om 
it -Lll. Ht, sp c;,k5 li-:· :rc :, hou t th ,: .J i :ff,: r c nc ..; b .:; b1 c,e n the Spirit, 
and th 8 1:1ronf, S\J iri to The SJ iri t ,,f God we kn o 1·r ·,lwn.ys 
te 0 tifies o f ChriGt ~nd m~kc 8 much ~f Him ~n~ c l nrifies Him. 
So th,, t, wb(:;n I h c ·, r "'· 'J ro ,,h ;: t s t,,: ·-kinc; o f Chi~ist, c xt o llinr: 
Him rnd_ s Denking of His ;•lo ry, li f tin ~ Him up b e for e me as the 
Ohject of won:;h i ·p , nnd ,1 5 the C·n c to f ,, ll nw, I 1<:: now thr' t is of 
the Spirit 0f God. But when I he ~r ~ Ja rs o n s pc~ki ns a ~out 
Jesus, the lowly t-'l.::ln i'l nd sayinc; soncthin;-; which is d iscr u<! i t •tblc 
to my Lor r) , s ·0,yin r:: som e thing which I f,. ,: l in my inmor,t .s oul coulc1 

nr)t 1,r, tru ~J o f Him :.:; ;:cyin _;; tl, ."'. t Eis d ,"'1th 'JPS th e de' th <) f u. 
m ·rtyr ::rnc1 o.11 thn t sort •~f thing which is thrust '.'lt UG now-:1-
d2.ys, I know thi s is o f the cn,:: my ·0.n ,l n o t o f th e Spirit o f God. 

n.::;v , ,ry s n irit th :::- t C'.> nL.: s:,cth • " J 0sus Christ •• c •:nnc in 
th\, flesh·' ·- yc1u \-Jill notice I h .\ V8 l e ft out t· . .ro worc1s. 1\s it 
st:1nds in the t e:xt, it mc ·:t ns r.• n :-cknu,,1l '-'J·,, c m,n1t th .. , t cTe::ms 
Christ c ·,m e intu t >is WlTJ.(1 in flesh .'. 1 out t ,,o thous ,:rnc'.. yc.:··rs ,,r;o. 
· =e L', tlrt i ~~ lK li (:; v cc1 hy c v .. ryb ocl y ,.;ho ,:t cce::, ts h i r; t 0ry. But 
th,:, t is not wh c: t is spoku1 c)f he r., . ·Confc.ssine; J esus Christ 
c.-rn, e in the fl e sh ·; - th,··t iG God 1,cts m.0 rn i fes t in th t.o fl esh, 
aclrnowled c, inc; Hirn c1.nd Hi e full Jo dhc :'•d . './hen He w.1.s h l:r <J, 
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sloepinr, in the 1)0,t, fH,din,, the hun:o;ry, r·:ic:in,· the dead, 
evc0 rywh0re nd ~· t :::lltimes, He w2.,s the Son nf God her" below" 
1./hcn I confess this, it is cl' Godo Gor·' h:::, eirt 1'l0 ,l me to rlo 
it, :,nd it i;::; .'.) ,r·nd thine;, l· clcv,;11

, fri\.;:nr1-s, to be on the side 
of Gof in lorifyin[ His Dono 

11hcn 1,1 •.; h:::.vc '· 'i.c c:r,~ of Gc,ci little chil11rch, -'.tnC1 h.~.vc c,ve;r-• 
cc,mc them·; - nc•t l1y force of ,:tr:~;um1"ntrc;, 1rnt by, sh,1J;1 say, force 
of livin~, of livin~ in the Jpirit ,n~ in the pow~r of the WorJ 
,,f Corl, livinr DJ; rt from the, 14r ,rlco 1' DecD.USU l\r8: 0.t0r is He 
th •.t is in y-rn tlr n he th t is in the vurlcl " " 1'h<.;;y arc of the 
worlil, ··,nd sp~':,k cf th worlcJ, ::nd tho.t is why VF knnw they ,·,_re 
not ,if Goe:. , ,l,-,.ncl the world hc.1reth tl1c111· o 

Now lk r,.::fcrD t,1 on<J t: st - th::-.t is th" l'er;.:v,n of the Lord 
Jesus Christo If I her, er read, nythins th2t att,ches 
somcthin~ d2rop2tory to the Lord Jesus, I rejloct ito B~t there 
L3 corr;c~thini: furth r" >fo, ( th.·.t is the ·.qioatlc,s) :1re of God, 
hcc: th·,t krn,wcth G0 :,c'1 hc·:roth us; o How c,m we hc,"r th2 7.]K:stles'? 
God hns written it h~ru in th~ scri~turos. 
su.~o ":u:-..nls: - thc: h.:. rson of C: ri ·,t in our he:-.rts, 1ncl the \ford 
of God in our hnndso /hut is not of the Wor~ of God is thG spirit 
of errora 

11h::it we h'.1vc in thc,s,, verses i2. just the w:,y in which v✓ c 

c:m discorn h, h,1cn t::1c spirit of truth .-:end the ,5pirit of error. 
Let Fk close by c,x,Jr,:s,sin1; ,· dc,:;irc th. ·t VF: ,should undershmd 
th t the world is r,1 kin:,. c,;re,-:i.t effort in these c1 ·.ys to c'cc:stroy 
an 1dcqu,'. te tc,stimony tc the Lord J or.ms Christ here in this 
world a '1.'hc jud:·,m(;nt -:if this worl,~ 1,Jill soon corn-. nbout, 1,ut 
bcfor,o it tc,.k0s pl:c,:c, the Wiirld will incn::·.se in its :co11cr, ,incl 
men of all classes will he c rried ~~~y by its ~nwcro 

Hen, c:-1.n I :,r,cvcnt r1ysclf fr,,rn 1x,in;,, c · rric.,,J aw:-..y hy the 
power of the wnrld, cith~r by its force nr its subtlety? There 
if3 ono sim:ile thin[',o I w:cclk with PlJ LorrL I ~1m sc, much in 
liis cr,rnp,, ny th ·, t 1 knc,,1 the w.cy in which ]·t s:;e,"l.ks. I know His 
wor~s and the eh rnctcr of wh~t He has rcvc:l~do Why, you know 
the vnice of 1 du~r one. You know the voice nf your wife in a 
million. What is it th,t makes the tic! There is love. Is 
it not so with Christ> Thu shoe kn: ,w th,; voice of the Good 
Shepherd. Th~y do not w~nt to define the diff~rcncc between 
the vcicc,s of ctr 'i1t•:c·rs" '11h2rcc m ·y 11c unc hundred diffcr2nt 
str~nKcrs, hut there is only one Goor1 Shepherd, ~nf thnt is the 
<'nc I w11.nt.. It is th.·,t wliich ke,.ps me :·vu.y from the world, ,..,_nd 
if we kc<.·, :1.wo.y from the world, WL) ,.,h 11 1)c k,.:: 1)t S,':.fc 0 rni,1.st the 
tcrrihle unhcav~l thnt is all nround us todaya 

I ,,u_ppose it is ·'- souncJ thinr: tu sny th ·.t in orcl.cr for et 

per.son tc resist thu -;-.;,:,iG ,)nc 1us ccrm,s in th,c- ,, trno,s ·Jh-,;re 11 
Elroun:.lj th."t ,,nc must b,- he 1 th. T'hy,sic, · l fi tncss is ·1. resL,t,·,nt 
in itself 1 ;,tinst t 1 ,e sulJtl,; fc,rccs of r1i.s1..'.·t,,8 in tho nt1 tur·,_l 
worlcl" So in th~ G'.,iri tu 1 wnrl,! o ,\ ;)<Jr.s,m who is 
s·1iritu·::lly hc'lthy, who is rnuch with His 11,_std~ ::mc1 tru:.: to 
''lis 1-:_,stcr, 1,1ho st:'.ncls t1.pc,rt from th,; vJurl>:, uHl itc c,,rruptinr': 
influ~ncLs, th~t is the one th t r m ins uncorrupted in the 
world, th: 0 t kec:1S his r,·,rrncnts uns·:)r,tt c2 fr,·,rn the: worlcL Mr,y 
we know th.:t the fricntlshi:j f this vL •rlcJ ir, -.:nc-mity .:·r·:~0 inst God 
und th · t he 11hn ,,os into th'° 1,()rlcl c ,n no lun "r 1,0 counted :i. 

fri,.nd of Christ. (.ih th .0 t ,r.; mi; ht 11c ku)t tru,~ nc1 f . .:i.i thful 
to Him, until He comcso 
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Mnlnchi. iii.6-18. 

Ther o is comethin~ in this l a ~t Book of tho Olct Testament 
which J. t first s ounds r.::-.th ,, r cLJ.o ful ·:nd nc;t a ttr ctivc t o th e 
rende r, 1-rnt w::, m:--: y b e:: sur"' th ., t h ,°J ,!CV ~, r ,~ 1. rk th8 }'.J,'J.f:;s ::..i:;e of 
scriptur0 , ther ,: will bi.:, f c,und in it s .,m, __ 1, ri ,ht inrlic ·,ti nns o f 
God's love nnd mercy :rncJ. cif Ilis ;;r,ocJ intunti •Jns t w:-rds thos e th ,Jt 
s e rv e Him ,tnd f e ;~.r J[is n:1.me. 

'rho truth o f the m::i tt or is this, th .t wh 7. t is (lc1 l c ful in 
scripture is occnsi onod liy the unf:--,_ i thfuln -., ss ;·,n ,~ evc•n wickedness 
of thos e thn t ~rofcss r cgnr d f o r the n~mc ~ f Go~. It is hccnuse 
God is light ns truly ,n~ com7lctoly ~nd fully us He is love 
th;1t in the scrinturc Ee r ,.,ve ::-.ls on t h0 cme h .':tnd the ineffici tmcy 
nnd unfnithfuln0ss 0 f thos e th~t f e~ r the Lor0 while on the other 
He displnys th ··t unL:.iline w,odnes:.;; nn c1. cr·'. CG which arc in Him 
~nd which it is His ddtc rmined will t o impnrt to those who helieve 
in Him, 2nd in Jesus Christ, ~horn He hn th s ont. 

Now this ~roph e t M~lnchi s peaks , t the ~nd o f wha t w~s God's 
dispe ns~tion in the Old Testamont, wherein He de ~lt cspeci~lly 
with one nn tion on the ea rth - th0 chil dr en o f Isr0el. Th2ir 
history is c i ve n in the Cld 'J'estnmcnt .- ,ncl it is a history of 
f nilurc which bec~n 0 t th e v e ry hccinnin~ of their history a nd 
which continue d nnd incre~sed ~s time went 0n. It is r e corded 
in scripture be c ::rns e it i.s / OOC f ,·,r us t c le tffn it. The L :ct 
is th~t wh~t was true o f th~t n · tion is ~lwnys true with rec~rd 
t o thos 8 who h c' V C n.ny f; h 7. re t n. 11 in God 's de ,::- lin::,;s o f ,,;uodness 
.-:, nd r-;r··c e . h e n bog in wc• ll but th ey s · (>n dvt c,rior,·, te. 'l'hcy 
soon f .-: 11 awny. 'l' h e: hri ,,h trnJSG dims , th e viv2-c ity dulls. 
'1' hey o. re no loni.:;e r wh;-, t th 0y we re .·1 t the, 1'lc ;innin1,: . '.I'he : ' 
cL:: clinc , they f ;-,_dc ·,.nd f c,11. Ther e.: is cnly One 11ho ..:,v c r trod 
this C':rth Yho wns f o. ith ful, true ~nd unva ri ahlc from be ~innin[: 
to en rl . The Lord Je s us Christ is the One alone in Whom there 
was no ir,,:)Crfcction. 'l'h er(: wns no ;;r -. minu1c e in ··my one 
fe et ture of His ch ·· r :' ct or - ne wns ro r f ect in ,➔ v e ry w., y. But a ll 
th~1t m,, n h.::cr; t r.,ucb c➔ c1 rns bc:L:n ::icsrnirchec1 with the uvil th,, t is 
within" 

You mny s .,y i,',-Jhy pres ent th ··t to y ,,un :: p e:o::; l u?" Br:c ::: use 
it is wh~t thC;y ne ed t o knnw moru th~n '.1nythinG e lse. They ne 2d 
to know th2 t in thum, th 1t is, in thcir fl esh, 0~ c lls nc Good 
thing . It is written he r o in the scriptures, but m'.1 ny n y nun~ 
heli evar .in the Lord Jesus Christ has found out t h~ t truth t o his 
cost in ½itt 0r e x1;eri0nce b.; ca use he h~s been ½lind t o the truth 
o f God '.1nd hns not t ~kcn it home to himself nor be lieved th~t in 
him there is no t s 0 ~e s ood ~t n ny r ~t o . But th e scripture t ells 
us the truth ,,,b out oun::,.1lves , th,,.,t th e re is no ho :;)e , o r help, in 
our ne lves, th~t wo mny come th e cl oce r t o our Lor d and find our 
nll in TTi m, our suffici 2ncy in the One Wh o C'.1 n sustain in thu f ~ce 
of evil, as wal l a ~ in thc f ~c e of c on trnry ~f f lictions, nnd 
')Crsc cutirms nf 11 kind::.) o 

Well, you h ve thi G f ? ilure , this apostncy from the truth, 
hero in this ?ro~h ~cy, sot out v ury Gl G rly . Th 2 p~onl e wh om 
Mnlachi n ddress 2d wore ~ sm~ll portion of those whom God ½routht 
in ~ murvullous way h~ck fr om th ~ c ~pt ivity 0 f J ~hylon. Th0ro 
wc:i'c snmet: 1 inr,,; lcs13 tha n '.50,000 T,_;turne d :1nd they fc,r111ed n 
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nucl e u s npn in in Go d 's l ~ n d , Fn l e s t ine , n n d the r e in p r o cess 
o f time they s v t u:) ,~ tc m;-; le t o t h8 worship o f Goel. 'l'he y l e ft 
the ir i 0ols in BaG: l o n a n ~ n e v e r b r ou J h t t he m hnck ns~ in. 

Wh~ t n p icturu th~ t wa s . Th e y h ~d l e ~ rneJ thn t Go d had 
:lf lict c d them 1::kcnus c of thei r <:!Vil. They ho. cl le -,rne d th ·, t 
Goe? , by a hi g h h o. n d , b r c, u g h t th e:m out f r om the ir bon da .~,e : in 
Bnbylon n n d est a bli s h ed the m in t h uir own l n n d , sure ly they 
will he h o. p py , ::rnd will (le li c ht L .1 t '; u 1 2..1 1 of the Lo r d , ,md 
will o be y TTis wo r d with n l l the ir he ~rts. Sure ly th e y will 
t c1 k E: u ·_ , t h e L~w ,; f r'l i) SOG :' .11 • ' tl1 i nk .u·c1r)n i·.t ,' .'J.y. , b y clr.1. y D. n d 
writ e it upon the wr1ll s of the ir hou s8 s a nd t c~ ch it to their 
chil d r e n n n ~ wa lk i n the ~ r c c ep t s o f God ! ~ l a s, it wa s n o t s n . 
Outw2.. r dly, th e y s e"me:d to be fr -~c f r um i cln l.-:t try, hut im1 ~1 rdly 
th Ec y 1.,fl, rcs ('. " c c i tful ..., n d wro n p;o 

Thay , ri dcd t hems e lv e s jus t u pon n n nut w~ r d c onfo rmity to 
th e thin r;s o f Godo 'i' hl,; y G,:, i d ,;Th e l D.W o f Mos es comm , nds th . .-, t 
Wi..J s h ould b rin ; our t3· ·crific es t o J e h ov a h 11 , ::md t hf.: 1:ieoril e 
h r ou r;ht th e ir s :1crific e s hut t he y l, r ou ;r;ht wh :. t th ,_ y chos e . Th e y 
h r ousht wh n t t h~y c oul d b e s t spa r e . If t hey h a d a b lind shee~ , 
if th e y h ad ' l ::m0 1)ull o c k , it would do quit e Wicll f o r cm 
o f fe ri n 3 t o J e h o v ~h. Th e y b r o u ~ht i t , 2nd t he p ri es ts t ook it 
:m d offu r c (! it t o Jc h o v ,, h, c.,s if God d i e' n o t k n ow wh ::-: t }!;_, h o.d 
comm~n di..Jd t h r o u ~h Moses , a s i f God d i d n o t l ook u p o n t he nn tur e 
of th e ir sacri f ic es a n ~ dis c e rn th~ t thi..Jy w~r 8 p l e a s ing them-
s elve s n n d n o t Him in wh;: t t he y b r o u ;__::ht. 'rh e y b r o u , ht the 
s cicrific e s a ll r i e,ht, t'.n d they c ame t h e r i1_·:ht d:,y , .:-1nd b rou,;ht 
it t o th u ) ri cs ts, a n d it w~s o ff e r ed o n th e a l tar, hut God 's 
will w:1s fl r)ut ;;d " C'ubn r r1ly th e y ~l) ::);:;,·,. r cl t o be 0 1:Je;cli l:i nt j hut 
Goel -'ho l ooks i"'. t the h o:, rt Ci s c e rn1::d th ,, t they we re chso lrn di c.-nt, 
.•, n d n e ::, l c ct ecl t he ) l n in t u.~, c h i n 1~ of th"' wo r d . 

So y ou will f i n d thi s c h "' :, t c r OJ_) c.- n s with thn t ch ·· r r;e 
n mo nGst o th e r thinc s a~a ins t the pe o p l e , a n d n o t only th e 
pec,;:> l e but th e, pr i e s t s wh , .. 1 c ,rnniv ed with t he l-' c o ::1l E: t o o f fe r 
th e s e of fE:rin r:s unt o J 8 hov r1_h" 'l' h c y b r ,rn i) 1t t o Go ri whn t th e y 
woul d no t 1, rinc t o t h e ,~O V,__; rno r of t h 0 city . ·r110 y o f f ,cr lJd t o 
Go d th.• t which they h ~d not th e consci e nc u t o o ff e r t o o. mn n 
o f fle sh :rnd b l , .-od like t he: ms e l v e s. 

Th~ t w~s h e r e , - t t h e e n d of t he Ol d ~es t nm c n t. ~r e y ou 
thi nki nc wh~ t evil p c o ilv t h ~su J ews w~ r c? ITow t h e y n c ~l c ct ed 
wh o. t was du e t o God ! De c ~ r o ful, my fri e n d , yo u may be 
ju cJ ;in1:, y our own h e ·\rt, your cwn l ife , y our ,Jvm wt,ys. \:/h a t 
h c v ,) y ou brou . ;ht t o God? Th _-c r ..:. , ,r , some cf us h e r ,.: wh o hr'..v c 
h o.d ou r eyes o;:J0: n ,__;cl .·, n d w,, h .1 v <:: 1Jc,, n ½r, ,u ·;ht fr c,m th e c o rru:;, tion 
o f Chri s t c n <lom ,:,_nd t •.1..1 ,ht t ,:; wo r s hip God in t h2 li½,. rty o f the 
s- irit 2 nd to h rin~ our s a crif i c es of p r 2 isc to Him. Wh ~ t do 
you b rin :_:: , my fri 1:, n ds ~ \:Jh ·, t i s t h " n ~tur e: or your :) r .'.:"! i s e n. n d 
worship? Is t h cr , -ny thin[; 1.1 lind , o r m::1 im, ,: ,r d is en5 e d :,b out 
it "? \ r e: y ou s in1;in .(; ::-. nd :1 r ,,yin.·~ t o t h e 0 :-:. r s o f t hoso wh o c orn0 
to your r c c tin;~·'? 1)vc ~m s 0 you d o n;, t t: •k c ;>'· .rt ~•.udi h ly in t h 0 
wo r s hip o f God , is your h 0 '. rt f e .. r <1. 1,r .. y ,:i.. mo n : st e t h e r t h in L: s ? 
~r e you offe ring t a d od s omcth in~ thn t is mi xe d u p with the worl d , 
with y o u r b u s iness , with the o cc u pa t ions o f y our h omo? •e 
wor s hip Go d , a nd i f we wor s hi p God it mu s t b G in s~irit ~nd in 
truth . 

God has n c on tr ov e rsy with t hese peopl e ~bout it. I s a y 
n c ont ro vc,r s y, ~),;c ,:i.us0 th " y h ,'.lV,; the:i r '.'. 11 SWE; r" If y ou rend it 
thro u c h f o r y our .s c lv . ., s you will S (: " t :1 ·.t ,.:; v c r n.nd o v <:: r ,,_13:-, in 
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through the mouth of th e p ro J het, wh~ t wns in their h ~- rts 
i r; stn t ,: d in words , so thr' t th e: pe o1iL., 1:1 hom M.::tL).chi wos 
nddressinc; , n n d you wh o m h 0 is nd (~r c.,ss inc; toni ; __ ht, mi ;:h t 
rec.lis 0 how f -:i. r mcm c c,_ n i-;o in his conce ;·1 tion of th ,'-' knowl ,.: d , ,e 
o f CoG . ~2 c a nnot dcceiv0 God. J c ffl Q Y d ec e ive our f e llows, 
but w~ c a nnot d e c e iv e Hj m n n f it i s d2 n s c r ous, a n d dcndly a nd 
sinful sn tn c;o. 'l1 h ·'t wo.s th,, cht'. r ;:;e ,.vhich l'-'ia l achi brou 1__::ht 
.-:1 ;:;:linst these: ;:;.J o ;'.l l c , 2.nl1 ,<;;o. inst th, .: :) riests. 'l'he ) riests 
n r-, t 'ml y f 0 •ll ed in th ~ mcttt c r of tlH: .-:-, :J.crific us, but th ,, y 
f :i. il e d n lso in te~ chinc wh n t wns n o t th e truth o f God. 

Now, e. t th e l, .,;:, innin(; of th,, ch:1pt -:, r I r :/ ·.J , we h :w e a 
s o l 2mn wn rnin s iv un by Jchov~h t o thos e 9c0Jl e who w r e r e~ lly 
the · nc e st o r s of the Ph~rise o s of our Lor d 's dn y. They did not 
d i e •:rn t, in s r•i t e o f l'i · l rccll i' s e spostuLtti ,ms. They li·•1od ancl 
t hey ,wrc thero in th e ir p ri c1.e ~1. n cl s e lf -'.>uf f ici 0ncy wh (; n the 
Lord c 2m u in the d Lpths of His sclf - 2hn Gcmcnt n nd humiliation 
cmcl they d il3. n ot r,:cocnisc Him bccnus e He 11D.s s omc thin,__; which 
th ey h~d n eve r tho u~ht of . ~uro ly t he r e coultl he no Glory in 
hum½linc oncs~ lf. Th0ir idoa wn s t o lift onese lf up and think 
ns muc h ns po s si 1ll c nf onese lf ~nd if possibl~ make other people 
think the ,y,_ mco Th;:1.t iu the W'J.y t o co t h rou , ;h lif e . The 
Lo r cl c runc n mon:;s t th em ,_:t s o n e who w:,s th e ,Sor: of iioc1 from h eav e n, 
the ,!mnis c iunt On0 with omnipotent p c, wcr, b ut y u t He huml~l e d 
Hims e lf to th~ lovcs t. They h ~d ncv ~r met such o n one , n e ither 
h ~ J they c o nc e ive d in th e ir selfi sh h c ~rt s th~ t the r e c oul d be 
one such ns He . P ridu , .mi s lf-suf f icicncy c.. r c: t'"rri ble thinss 
t o nurtur e in the he ~rts o f those who p rof e s s th e nnmc o f the 
Lo r d. 

Now He ,.-r'.rns the m o f tlL jucJL;mcnt tll · t is t o cumo. He 
p, n.yG: ·1Bcl1,, ld, l will s0n.c.1 my ,·,1cs ;,0ni '/-' r, ;ct n d he sh,:11 ::,r,,p :,_ rc 
thu w:,y b cfor'"' rne 11 • Y0u se ,:, r: t th e end o f the lo.st V\.: r se of 
th e ::>r '° c cd in ,,; ch,,pt<.,r t l-i(; p(;;o p L: h t, c1 bee n s 2yi n ,:: , ' i\rJh e r c i the 
Corl 0 f judcmc nt ? 11 What cl0 2s it rn2tt0 r h ow n n 0 r so n liv e s 9 

1,/lv, t d ne s it mr:_ tt , .. r he w I :_;o t o :1 rrie,, tin,_;? I c o to o. ,,i,:u ti n c , 
I sit c1Dwn -:nd ,;~:e; t thr ou ;;h it o.ncl :n hone -. c ,in, 1r1h,1 t does it 
nn.V.c r how I :,,._,r; ,s th 8 time:? ','hc:t do es it m">_t:~ ,:r h e w I p::i.ss 
th-· t h our n n a n hRlf? Who is , n y th e; ~ctt_r o r th0 wo r se f n r 
it'? Tull m<::: tha. t! :,1.Jh ...:r e is tlk G, ,,1 of jud;·;mcn t?n 1tlh :·1t rl o e s 
God s~y o r do ~bou t it ? H~v u you uv . r t hnu~t like thu t? Ho.s 
it 0,vc- r pns .s cr1 thr ou 1 .h yo u r mind? 

Th,7. t WFtG \·Jh,0.t 1, /'.lG :i.n the: mi nds o f thc·GU ;wcnle . Th,:y s :~i c1 , 
'"1-'in l:., chi, it i ,s t ' 11 vury we ll f c, r you t () come ,~mJ L,11 us th0s0 
thin:.'.;c , .1:)Ut \Jh. ,re is Goll? Docs Le i,:Ji::-:: rf c r 0 , does He spc:,.k Hi s 
mind , docs He st riku d ~v n the wi ck~ll? Wh~r·u i s the Gc d of 
jud, :mcnt?" So t ,011::: 1iro ~)h c t s::y s ·'l will S l: n c1 .ny m"'sr; o n ::;L'r , trnd 
h e □h~ ll ~rL ~rr c th~ w~y bcforL m0: a n d th L Lord wh om ye seek 
shilll :::;udcl.cnl y c ome tu his t0rnp l c ' . Goll w:1s c ·'minc; , c.nd cornin;~ 
in jud~:m,.:nt i:'.1 do :l.w::, y with th e- evil , . ,nd "thG Lo rd wh o m ye 
s e,:k'' - The y h:-:.l'c s ,i i cl ;i,.,/hc,rc is th e uod of jud/,;mz..-nt 1

:- im ~J lyint; 
th '.1t God in ho, ·. v c n dic1 net c ~r,: , hu t V:L1chi ,says ii }fo is c -:, minG ' ' 
o.nd cumin:; in HiG t cii1"[" l ,::- . 

Now WL find i n th e New f0 st~m0nt , in thosc p ortians which rteal 
with Fw <le: clin '-' c f Christ cndc,m , th , t th e Sp irit of Goll 1,r in ,;s 
b 0 fore the s :. ints, t o c h"' c k them in the p r o . :r0ss of e vil, he 
b rini :s 11cfore them th :, :·<1:)e • rin,: of th2 Lord J osus Christ, His 
c omint: in 1;lory, '.~ is comin L; in }lO\·t, .r a nd in jud. r_:;ment, His 
visibl e ~ppe 0 r ~nc e to t he wo rl ~ . You will fin d it in 
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2 Timothy, and 2 P0tor, nnd in Judu. 11 The Lo r c1 c omet h vii th 
ten thousctnc1s of his s o. in tc ·: i s cpokcn wher(;;) Judu tre:.'.:'.ts of 
the 2ppnllinc apostacy from the f : ith oncu duliv o rod to th e 
saints. The Lurtl i s comi n~. 

You c1- , y s:-..y , 11 But, w0 :,r..:- lo,;kin:~; f ,) r the Lord Jo uus t o 
come - nd rec u iv ~ us un t o Hims vl f, ~ nd I like to think o f tha t. 
Thn t is _ierfoctly rL -;ht. 'l'h ink of it rnor0 th:- n you h r:vu in 
th e p ,:2st b c c ,rns0 Hi s comin,~ is v e ry nc · r .-nd Lu will come . ·. n d 
call us t o Hims ulf. But be assur e~ of this, thnt if the Lord 
c ome s i n t' .. , t w:1y , Cc n d r o c,ci v c:s His r;vm t o I·I irnsclf, thE:ru is not 
,n n i clLi word th:·\ t mo n h r1 v e spoke n, th: t shall cr:;c :.,p(, jud,·;me nt 
by th e Lord Je s us Christ. Ha will 0 o~ l with it in His own w~y. 

It is not::'. qucsti :, n, of cou rsu , c,f th e e; t c rnc.l ,s:, lvrct ion 
of ,":.. bGl i c· v u r. I :un not S;)U: ·:Jcin.: o f th(:. t i"'. t n.11. \Jh :1 t I :J.m 
S]k:-d<.in, o f is thu li :f c "' '-' liv e , the d0L:ds we ,icJ , "end the words 
we sp o3k. There is not o n~ of th 8 m t h~ t willdisap)c~r. They 
a r c n ot like fo t, m :1. n d froth, which com e, ,-i nd :;o in n moment. 
Ou r wo r ds a r c s 0li tl , so t o spc ~k. They h~v c n p~ rsi s tcnco, 
th e, y r e;m,i in : n d corne UJJ ,:-, t th c. judl;, m,:nt sc:,t of Christ and will 
be c10:1. l t with th E: r 0 . ',Jho sh;.,.11 2 l1 i c1c the: cky o f His c r,min;:-;? 
It is ,, 11 v c: ry \hell to s ,1y now ;,The Lor d ,}oe:s n e t c:-:.r ,:" . He 
c1ocs c ~: ro. He is H,:. i tine , 1:---ut H,: v1ill c ome ~, nLl '"ve ry -.,vi l wo r d 
~nd work sh •ll b e cxhi~i t cd in it s rc~l chur~ c tc r hoforc His f ~ce 
~'- t th .::, t c:,:~y. 

il\k i s like n r e fin ur I s fire, .·., n c1. like• full,:: rs' so pe:: ; ,, nd 
He:: shr ll s it as a r efine r n nd ,urif i c r o f silver. I must say 
t1. l) out thes e wurc1s tlv .t the y h:1.v0 lit-e n s ·io il od in the ir r er.'. l 
effect by f : nci us th~ t h QVe be n wo ven into th 0m b y wc ll-
intentic)ncc1 ,1~0 ,, l ,;. You must kn, ,w, you h ::c v e rend I •➔xpc ct, 

cornrn<::ntnries un this v ,rse, .:-, p lyin1., t11 c wor cl s to th e clcr:,lincs 
of our Lord with His snintc at the p r dsen t tj_me , a nd thn t if a 
person fe:.lJ. s into:, r:rc, . t ~,fflic ti o n or r: re :, t trii'll, 11 c.: ll he is 
c on f <>rtu c'. 1)y thi s thou;h t , th :-.. t the Lor e~ i;:; the :,., fin e r ~,n(1 
th -, t He is th ,: r e , si ttin:., , .:-.. n c; w, !chin ._: him ,s uff c rini_; in the 
f ir e th i t EG hc-ts 1Jrou :;ht tc pur ify hirn. 

s crif tur c , ~ n d I d o not Well n 0 w, tha t is n o t in this 
think it i s ,ny·. ,)Lr ,: in ,scri;_,turc. 'l'ho Lor ,l ,7o cG not de .·, l with 
Hi s cw n ns a Uc finer, He does not ~ut t he m in the fire. 'I'his 
is in the r) l c! dL,,Je:ns :.: ti o n .,nr' it l1e:.s t o du with -:-,. n" ti ,n. 
\/hem He ,:31_;o ~d<s n f r :.finin ,_,; ·tnc': ·•rnrc ;in;, ou t wlvt is wr,'l11:_: , it 
i s th e (,Vi l pcr1,;ons th t ,r,_ b r c,ui;ht :J11 t. 'i'hc Lo r d che s no t 
pu r ,c out ,-,_ ny ev il th ,,. t is in our w~:ys by . .1. f f liction, (I me ,:,,n 
penn l ,,fflicti o n) n e i th cr does He si t to do it. .Si ttinc is 
th e .: ttitu c11ci of th~ j udcc - th e "ih() l-~ c ,rntoxt i s tlr· t o f 
jud~ment . The Lord Chi e f Justic e sits to try, the Lord 
Ch ! nc c llor si t s o n the Wo~l s~ck - t h ~ t is his o ffici a l pos ition; 
sc wh~n the Lor ~ co mas sun tcd on the thro n e o f s lory, it is 
f ,Jr jud,~munt. Jut Ee c1 •,CH3 nc•t c ;-;mE.. 2 n d sit by the bedsi (1 e 
of the rrnfL: rin::; s:1int ,'.1rn: w~1 tch h im th c r,; until He h · s 1;i v e n 
hirn cno u ;,h" No" t h ~, t thuu"h t is .:c1.ll wron , ,. He ,lc,es not do 
it a t al l, ~nd hcsides, ns n m~ tt cr o f f a ct, ~ ny m2 t ~ llur~ist 
will t ,.,: 11 you th.'.1t n o r ·: fincr sits 1lc)WI1 c~ nd vr:tch e s the 
fur1K1c 0 . He c oul d n ot du it. ( ,:, ..1t I must net il\-1011 n n th , t 
o.ny furth ~r now. I t h ink it n2c< l F:i :-:-. littl e word ,'lbout it 
pcrh,1ps .c:nother d:,y). 
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Th e Lord i n spe .,kin,:,; bout His comin c-:; in judi:;m,rnt, ,::ind the n 
He s a ys ,l. vrnr d o f comf o r t . lil o.rn the Lo n 1, I ch2 n gc n o tn - the 
unchn n g ing On e , the One Wh o s e v e ry exist e nc e i s unv~ryin~ fr o m 
e t e rnity t o t; t 0 rni t y . He i s , a nd He ex i s t s , ,,_n d He is '' lwn. ys 
th l:' s :c me " He i s unc h ,:i n :;in L; i,'l Hi s v 0:, ry n c\ t ur •., . If I ma y sny 
so, it m~kes Him God, n d it is es s e nti n l in Il is n a tur e , ns Go d. 
" The r c f or,c y e s c n s o f ~T n c o h c.r ,, n ,) t c onsum ed '' . \\Thy yo u wo rms o f 
J2coh , l ook h~ ck ~t y our 8 wn hi s t o r y . ~ o w mc n y time s y ou h e v e 
1:, c,.; n v 0 ry n e .-; rly e xt i ry:: tc d fr om th ;;; e.-r th , E\ n d s ome thin[: h r' s so.v -.',d 
you " Go d h (LS SP,v u l y ou, b c c n u so ;; I -:--.m ,J chov ·-,_ h. I ;;:,ve My 
promi s e to ,.1, r .,1 l:w m. I :1romir, cd t h ::c t in Eis s s.::8c1 ,,11 the c:1 rth 
e,h:' 11 be ',l es r, (,d. It h:1s net 'h.: 1., n clrm c y e t, hut i t i s t o be 
c' o n e , 2.. n d ther --, fr) r ,1 y 0 s n n s , ,f J :7, c o h \; i l l n o t b e c nn s u m8 d ,, 
~ ri hul~ ti o n s mn y c o me u pon y o u . The ~s s yria n m~ y c o me a n ~ t :1k e 
J.v:n y t <, n tri hos , :"1cl t h u i):'.1:,y l oni -:rns m·: y L,k '-" o.w,'l y n.n 0 th,; r t wo, 
but I will ½ring up n smnll remn Qnt out of t h ose tri½c s. The y 
:; o wr r..•n,_~ :1 n c: .7. r G ~XT'Osed t o My :iu s t jud;Jth:: n t , but y ou must 
r umombo r th:-t t I l c v cd y o u J aco b f r ,) m th e 11:,; __ i ni1 i n [;o You will 
n ot 1J(; c on s u m,id , u ff th - e,, rth ._..,_ n tl y ou r n ,~.mc i s no t cut o f fd -
;:-'. n d w 0 k n o w th co Stms o f ,Tncc b r omr'.i n tr; ('.·; y, ::e n d they will r cm::" in 
until th0y .-ir e c s t'lbl ish e: ct 1)y the :Jo w,c:r o f God in t >c ir own l :.,.n d , 
und e r the b ene fic e nt r u i s n o f th e Mcssi ~h t h e y crucifi c ~. Th~ t 
mu c t 1-,e , b ,~ c .-::tu s c, J e h o v ,~h s :".. ys , ,;I c h ,:. n ,; c n e t ·· . 

No w in th 0 v c rs "'s th~ t f ol l o w, we f ind a d ivi s i o n in t hi s 
vrn.y. 'l'h c y <livi de int o t h r 0 cc. V,) r,s0s 7 .,8 ,9 Ctr c v e rsos whi c h 
r ,.,l n t e ma inly t o th e sinful c tt, , o r wo rks , o r cJc c,cL3 o f these 
peop l e . The n v e r ses 10 , 1 1 , n n d 12 , dc ~l wi th Go d ' s ~r orn i s c t o 
th e m o n c o nc1 i ti (\ n th,- t the y :-1 r 2 '. ,(•;h ~:.v i n ;; t h '° ms 0lves a s t he y o u i_-:ht, 
r ep c n tin rc: am1 r "' turnint; t n Hi m" 'f h c n He; ;J romiscs t o ;l our o ut 
a l) l 0s s in;; u p o n thorn, s o th .:::c t th , r ,, sh , 1 1 n o t l-, c r c)()m t o C<)nL1in 
it. Tlkn in th e fnl lowi n,,:; vcJr scr; , 13, 14 :.m cl 15, He s r:.ys ;•Your 
wo r d s lv,v ,:': 1,:.,c n s inf tt l o ':✓ h . • t y o 1: h -,v e s , .i ,1 h :0,s bc,:n el l wr ~n c ·' 

There , r 2 t hose whos o wn r ks, who s e ~c t u a l de ed s , n r e 
,)utw-l r d ly g ood :::nd r<,ss rib l e 7. n d ,., v un 1'1c: t '.:., r l: h o. n 1:;o r.1 e o f thei r 
nei ~hb0urs', but their wo rds ar e n u t nic e . fher c n r e some who 
s n.y t h .~t wo r c1s ck, n o t m · t t ,. r, ½u t God r,ic· k e s ::t /, r sJa t c~ c ,'l l o f wh :;i, t 
these ~)en:J l c s et i c'c " n d Hu ch:1 r •~e c~ t h .-1m 1:1 i th th 0 ir s f'.l y i n,: s , with 
t h e ir wo r ds . But n s 3~7. ins t th 7. t, in t h e l ~s t t h r ee v 0 rs c s , we 
h nv t: Hi · 1,c u tifu l :) r om is 1 1 t c wc'. r ds th .,s c who f s::.' r t ho Lo r cl , :,n d 
think U7 o n Hi s na me and s peak oft e n one t o ~ n o thGr. He s ~ys , 
1•i ou ::, r 8 the ;., 0 0°1l e I l o v ; , t h e ' )C(FJ l e I Jci.i :h t :i. n. You "c; h :":. ll 
~, ,~ [:i n u , I will m:: k c y ou Mi n o i n it G"1ec i :, l m:1_nn ur . Yo u sh~. 11 
11cl: ,n r; t o Me ., n d k n ow ,-{11:-.. t it i s t o 1)e; in t h 0 ern 1:, r :_-,_ c c o f ·1n 
et c::rn., l L )v e -1 n c:. fnvour " . 

~.\ c; w<c h c, V(: t wo ch .~·,r ,~c :3 of s i nful 1., c r k :, :\ n ,-:1 sin f u l wu r (} s n n cl 
t wo 1:i l c s si n c;s , on e CL :, r o mi sc: c,i ' ll<l Gc; in ;~; th.~.t wu u ll1 b 0 pour ,:; u out 
up,, n t h e m c o nt i n :· unt u ·,:io n the i r 0

1)e c1 i e nc " r'iHl wou l cl 11e such 8. 

bles ~in~ th t t h 0y wou l d n o t be rlJ J.o t o c 0nt n in it, ~ n tl the s e c o n d 
prornis u j_s .1f f .•·· vour e xc ep ti,in: ,.lo 'l'o b e c c,nsic'erud choice :111. d 
v ,,,,_1u ,1. b l e to J oho v n h wt',S o. r c i:n r d i nck c r~ :-tnd t h· t i s 1•.rh ., t w;:rn 
p r omised n o t t o tho s e 'dho d i rl ;'. :_: r 0:..t •1c ,' l, or s orv \,d D ,·~r o ·•. t 
de,..,_ l, ')ut t o those wh o f c -,r e d tr·o Lo r d :1n cl t )rn u ,•;h t up o n His m ,me . 

We ll now, ;:;n ini.·; h :· ck tu v e r sus 7-9, W(, c ,1nnot ;c; c into ,1 11 
the ,L t .-:i. ils, bn t th e ;Y'_rt j_ cu1. i, r c h r, r r5c- 1, r o u: ::ht is t h i s , thC'. t 
t he y ha d be o n r o b~ in~ God . Th ey h ~ J b e e n with-h o l d inG f r o m Go d 
wh:, t 1-1 ::-c s clu ,, t o ,~ i m" It w::,s n c; t now .'.'.. qu e s ti o n o f t h ,, s :0.crific e s, 
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which were v o lunt :, ry ond o:;i ti ,:n ,~~1, srJ t o s pe--, ;-~, but i t wr .s :::t 

question t3 <:-'rncthin1c: due to God ,:rnd t0 ;Tis name. 

Tithes be .;, n be for e th0 1 :-: w, b cc ·-use r,1Jro. h -:m h t:\.d no law 
but h e ;-:-~,ve:; tithcr, . It w·:s th ·· t which W .' S du e fr c m ,'.l m,.,-, .. n t o 
God rJf hit> c ubst.,,nc0, th0. t he mi:c~ht honour God with his subst;rnce. 
Unc~ 0 r tb c L:1w , '-~ ch: fini t c, 1 lro 11orti c n \ -J O. S i, ssi r;no d . Th 2 r c 11r1.s the 
tenth o f th e y cnr, n nd 2 lso of thu s e c ond year , n nd a lso o f the 
third y e ,"..r t o 1:ie '.; i ven to J e:hov ,'.1h, o.. n ci the r e 1-r s the to nth the1 t 
was to he g iven to the Levites, ~nd th e Le vit e s we r e to s iv o n 
tenth part o f wh~ t th 0y r e ceived f o r t he ~ri osts. It wao n 
m,c,t h.c r of e c-'.ucectin[r, tl-1 e :1e o:J le into t h is, thn t wh · _t th2y h:c d 
wo.s Jchov:1h's .:,.ncl Ik cln imuc1. from them ,-:: ·_;:ro·or: rti o n, to indic::. te 
thnt the y f 0 lt their r e sponsibility t o Him. 

You r e memb e r the mn. n w?_1c1s o cro :1s were v ,: ry :~':rnnd,1nt. ·:-e 
h a d so much th.:--. t h e di d nDt know wh ::i.t to do with it, tut it 
nev e r occurred to him to g ive n nythin~ to Go d . He n e ver thought 
a wo rd nbout the L e vitu s , o r the Te mn le. No, he s a id t o 
himself, HI ho.ve nll thes e crops o. nd - burstin6 brtrns, I must 
build more and store more for myself, laying up more s oods for 
my soul, so thn t l cnn tnke my eo.se' 1 • No thought of God at nll! 

Will a mo.n rob God?n, 1rnt thu y s ;-lid " Wherein hctv e w~ rob',ed 
thee? 11 Now I think we ma y be sure about this, th::i.t these 
peopl~ were too wise in thuir ~cnuration to k eep h - ck all the 
tithes. They tithed this, nn d th~t, and th e oth~r, but some 
thin[sS they cl i d n ei t tithe . The P h . ·rise , s ,--.I);;)C.--: r ccl to be over-
s crup ulous, and tithe d th e ir mint, and anise a nd cummin, s o 
thn t th 0y should n o t miss n sins l e thins . Now the cha r ce here 
is tri.-t t in rob}:i in;, GoC they l e ft sorn ,; thin;:~ out. 'I'h cy only 
,;:·w e Him pa.rt o f th t) tithe . 'i'hey m~1 y h .--.: v c l.J rou ;:;ht thrce -
qu: '. rtcr1-3 , I c1o n-,t know, lrnt they left s umethinc; behinrl :,nd 
the y we re (h;- c c i vine; Go d o Fcrh:1°s you S,"-Y '. nThn.t is the Old 
L'est r1.ment, n nd it ,~oes not et;.:, :) ly tr:, us. You are for ,;ettin('; th:c t 
you □re sp eakin~ about the o l d Ji c~c ns ~ ti o n. ~c 11 r e in the 
church, we b0lonc t o the he:, vcnly church 0 f Chri ,,3t ! n So we do, 
;:rn<l our resp o nsi !, ility is tho r .::fur -.:: ::,. 11 the ,r n t ,) ro 

Do you r,➔ !i18rn 1.1(, r, whon the church f irs t s t c: rt cd , th e r e we re 
two :x,rsnns who ke p t h ~.ck p 0 rt cf the tith0,. Th e y wont o.nd 
sold "he ir L , nd. c,. n d c,1rnc n n c1. l :, id ·y,r '. o f t h2 p ric e : tt. the fe .; t 
of the .: p ostles. 'l'he rnrrn ,:'.nc1 hi s wif e cc ;_; ro u'l t o:; ethc r 11 1,out 
it O 

1rh0 y sn. i d ' "' ,,J..:; W·:., n It c i V e u p ev c:: r y thin;::o Ue will ke .. ;p ::J. 

little for 0ur s elves a nd n o ho dy will know. Jo.m e s, f Gt e r and 
John \:J o n' t kno w ·rnd Go d W(,n' t min~1. :}e will e:- iv c pt1. rt o f the 
price. We won't brine ~11! So ~nn nio. s won t u, 0 nd lnid d own 
his ,, ::i. rt. 1-I c r:~ i c~ n c;t s ._, y '.l word; h e l 2 i d do wn th:-, t ;7~trt c1. s if 
it \v <:: r(! the wh ,:i lc. Ile li Jd ,:.(::; :-,inst tho Hnly Jpiri t dw c llini~ in 
th e church, ~ n d h e d i e d. His wife c ~me in ~nd a h u wn s p~ rty t o 
the G:.ir,1 0 d e c,;i t, and sh e ec lso fell :1 victim t n th e stroke of 
God 's jud :,;ment. 'I'h vrv , in th e I'o ;_~.::f r c,nt u f th e: church I s 
hist c.; ry, is th 0 ::,olcrnn \J,,rnin[; th,, t wo mu n t n o t rob Goel r_) f wh t 
is IIis du;_;. 

If you ~ r e~ Chri s ti n n, y o u o u ~h t t o b0 mo r u f ~ ith fu l, 
mor e devot ed thn n to ~ ivc Him ~ p n rt. Ya u oucht t o bu more 
f ~ ithful thn n th e I s r ~elit e . If yo u h•v s h c n v e nly blussin~s, 
you ou ,_\h t t o 1'.l c more f . · i thful th:rn th e me n ,.,i th ,:-~ rthly 
blessin ~~s. Tho se wh0 h ,, v o 2,1.rthly hl:1rrninr;s c runot t ;ck c th e m 
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to h 0:, ven. Flocks : ,.nd herds c nnot ,:;o t o he •v e n " ·,Jh e n ,,,e ;-:'; O 

to h er, v c n, sh.--,11 we los e one of our bles in;,s? \.Je shn ll know 
n nd e nj o y th e m us w never ci nj oye rl th em h~rc, ½ut it dous not 
m~ke n ny difference t 0 thi s fun ~~men t a l f• ct thn t y ou n nd 1 owe 
cverythin3 ,.,e p0ssess t o God 0rn d ' l e must n o t kc e·,) b i•ck wh-" l: is 
due to Him. I ; 1r,1 not p le ,J. c1 in :: for mys ,i lf , I .:, m puttini~ God's 
cl0 im s heforL you. I rny, '•'.Till y " u rob Goc1 ·, 11 

Now we •:-; e t Gncl ' s c om f n rt ,1.nd c ,: )1; nscl. 'I'hc, judf(C:: W'"' S 

comins and the r e is the f u ct t h~t w~ h n v c ke 7 t hack ,, 1rt of th e 
tithe s, what is to be d one 0 J tnrt nt onc 0 . Here is 2 c n se 
whe r e y o u c -: n turn ov e r :' new J.c,1f1. " '1Brinc y e t,11 the ti t 1, c s 
into the sto rehouse • If yo u r en d t he 1 ~st chcp~e r o f 
N0hC:r1i,::.h y ou h · v e n n 11ist oric 2.l c nr:; ;- ;011 t o. ry m1o n whr•t w,., h .:-tv e 
here. The 1 riest in th e t~m p l c W lf~ dc0~ n dnn t u p0n the tifts 
of th 0 p e c;pl c f ,r th0i1' sust e n a nc e ,~.nd the re 1·,·s th "' tre :1sury 
in t he t,~Fl:Jl •.':, th e s L )rch,)us 0 ':Jhcrc th c.sc tith"s w0r e k e p t f,ir 
( i c tri t ution -:s n e e d w~s t o t hose who mini s t e r ed t ,1 the Lord in 
th e :·11-,ce of wo r s hipo 

,S ,') God so. id ; ;' You 1-:>rin,; ci.11 th e tithes into the storehouse 
'tha t t lhore mC1. ,Y 1

10 nw .-, t in rnin •.: housu, :"n d proV L me new hcr'-'wi th' 11
• 

1Je quote thi s s criptur e ::.it our Gospe l me tin l'. G, ::rn:l o n o ther 
o cco. s i ons, a nd wo S ,"'..y: ;'L e: t UG ('Jr c. y t o Go (l a n r' ) rov e Him 1:iy our 
:fn.ith. Let u ,~, helieve: Him mor e, :1ncl. LL' ·,Jill ,1our out more 
b less in [; u ,.in n us :~ n cl ;, i ve us s h :)w e rs ,) f bl(issin :ll- But I 
C7nnot s c,c :' nythinc nl-J ,-!Ut ;.1r,1.yer in thir;; verse. You :_:ut c,roy0;r 
in - it is n o t h e r ,? . ··rc,y by ;ill me •ns . But why ::-i r e the r ,.:: no 
c·:mv c rsions in your rr,eetin r;s. ls it '.1cce.us <:: y ,rn ·,re ke epin ~'; 
1',,1 ck snrn 0; nf the, tithe s, n ,·, t rl"n,1c ring t o --, od wh,,t is His clu0 
It is V;) ry c-:;,..r:,y t o c;c, h rtlf ,~ n h c0 ur b.:.:for,c th e Gospel l 0 cting , ,-ond 
pr .::i y. 1de o u ,:;ht to de thc1 t, o f c ours e: , 11ut th., t is not 
c v c r y thin r:. ' •i h y i s this l c.::rnnes:., , thi s b .,\ rr e nn0ss , thos e emn ty 
s~ , ts ~ Is it h e cqus c we fa n o t p r 3y? Is it not h~ caus e we 
do n ,, t i'lo en0 u 1;h, we cJ,, not rc::nc1er to God w'.1 -, t is Hi n ri :·;ht, e. nd 
wh 1 t is due fr o m us. We ~ru l ivin~ ta our Ge lv c s, f o r our own 
c 0 mf ort a n d 2 t -., tus in li tc ,w e nre not thinkinc o f wh~t is due t o 
God's n'1mc. 

But h ere is His comf ort n.nd counsel. ri P rov c me now 
h c,rd1i'~h, s :: ith the Lo r d o f hosts, if I 1--1 il1 not op,m you the 
windows o f he :·.v c n, ,:t n i:'1 ) our you out o .. b l es c,in:,, , th 1 t th ere:; sh':tll 
not be room enou!_':1; t o r c c 0 iv.:: iti• . It is .:-t m·, rv 2ll ous st :.., tement, 
God is ,crs on~ lly int o r oc t e d and He Hims ulf would pour out 
bl e s s in t~• . You m:1y 11,:;: s ur e it woul d n , ,t be , l'rib1,le o f hl e s,sini:; 
jus t tricklin

0
: down ,Jro11 b y d r op . Hu W'. ,uld ~~ :, n l'' wh e n 

Omnip o t e nce p o urs , y ~u will ~ ~ t , h l ccs inG inde~ d . Yo u wil l 
rem ,.mber in th s.: d:-1ys o f Slij t'. h ::tn C'. /, h·:i. 11, t <v. t c1cul -: time o f 
o p os t ,'l. cy in I srn .1, Go: shut the, :wi ndow :.; (: f h0 .0 vc,n ' , s,, our 
Lord s::> id wh c;' !l :Je b,:, .3. n t o ;, r e' ch the -;o ,s Kl. Ho s :iok ,: o f th e 
days wh e n Go d shut u~ t he windo ws o f h e~v cn ~ n d there w~s n o 
rnin o r l)L.ssin;., . 

But n uw , h ,1 rc wz1s th e :·irc,mis c i:; h ·, t llc woul d 0 ~ 2n th " 1,1in,1ows 
o f h en v c n n. nd pour out o. 1, l E::ssi n );. Hh 1 t is th e hl 0s,'i in r1; '? \,lho 
c .'1n (.:ay? ., BL.-s ;in;• is !, n , et of God I G L:-.. v n ur t nw1rcl.s ur~, wh :-: t 
Hc vos ur; to rn ,:, rk iiis .-::.pp r c, ci n tinn ·0 n<J .7pp rq 11,,ti,: ,n of wh -:1 t is 
c~o n o, :1. ;:,oc d thing from th e h.·,ndG (, f , o,L It mc,y lw t h e blt:S';ing 
o f oth e rs, bu t c_l,-1 nnt fr:,r , '"t th .·•t , r c '.l bl ossin, ·, :1 11,,1.-1.ys 1"( )i:;ins 
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in the heart of the one who i s seekinc it. If y ou ~re seeking 
it f nr nnother, ~11 bl0ssins th - t Go d j iv e s must h ~v o ita effect, 
its fe 8linc , its e x p ri e nc e in your own soul first. '1e .·, r e not 
n ut o m7 t 0ns. Go<l ~o es no t send ')l e s s inc through us a s w~ter 
flows th.rou _,,h ,:, 1 .__. .- c1 :·, i n , , hut th(ff (:; is r e .:1 1 c ommuni on with 
God. ~ hen God s pe~ks o f a bl e ssing h e r e , it t ~k e s in nll kinds 
o:f '•k·.:rs in which God signifies Ilis p l e:-i sure town rcls us. 

Now the n ext cha r t: ,-, w:, s "Your w,:, r d n h c,_ v e ')c,e n st out r>e;a inst 
rric " . I think we: r ., t h,-;; r circumscri be ,rh,:1 t -sp e nkinc :c;,-n inst 
Goel" me ·l ns. 1./c: mn. y c onf i ne it, in our minds, t o t ;:i.kin f: His 
nnme in vain, o r SD. / in::'. some thinc; uvil :-ibout the nc r s on o f 
Chri s t, br tenchin~ s omethin~ c ontrnry t o the ~cri J tur8 . All 
th :-- t i s incluckd , cd c uur sG , but "S!,'0 ,'.', ki ng ·: .n inst Go dH is s :J ying 
wh~t i s not true~ out God . H'.'\ v e y ou i.::V ~r thou c ht o f it in 
thi's t wo.y'' Th e r e ,:1 r0 s nm..:, :·,eo ,le wh ·, t2- l k v e ry c::libly ,J,nut 
God . Be c n. r e ful y •) U (",:; n o t s a y n.nyt h in ,; ·0 cninst Him. Lc, t 
it 1~· c 1vo r ds o f truth a n cl 0.;o h s rnesG, ' ic c :mse it i s ' t t orri½le 
thin~ t o ½e s nc~ kinc stout words a5n i nst God. 

i,fh -, t J ic1 they s,·,y? "Ye h-1 ,re s :i i c1, It is v .: ·,in t o s e rv e Go d 11 • 

~n =' wh··.t ,-, r o fit i s it th-, t 1ti1 e· 1:-, :··.v o lw;) t hi s Cl r L,in:, uo e • '.'.n d th;, t 
we h a ve wnlked mournfully before th0 Lor d o f h ost s 1

•. Those 
wc r u t h <.: p co,, l c th,· t hacl n o t brou ,,_ht t 'h: tithes. He r e t hey 
wer e bo:1. stin['.; t1.,1d G,'.) yinc; ;,,,Jo h <1 v e s-.::rv e d Go el .:1 11 th c,se y ..; r1 r s , 
a n d KG . ,t His p r c~ c G:'J t s , vn l k ine: m,,urn f ully nnd ke<Y;-; in;0; the 
fe .·~_sts, ,'l. G well W 3 th ;; fn s tG '1c fo re Hirn .~nd whn t is the result'">" 
'l'h e;; r .:_ i s t h,:: s , iri t o f the 1'hnr is,, "' wh o prny e d 11Lord I thcmk 
the a I nm n o t 3 B o ther men ar~- - he wns s p a~kin~ a .n inst God 
n s s umin~ t h ~ t GoJ ~ i d no t k n ow hi m in his true chn r ~ct e r, in 
the way he look e d ~ t hims e lf. The y sni d ·W~ h~v e h oen s ervinr 
Go d a ll this t ime , lnd wha t i s t h e h on e fit o f it, wha t is the 
1:;oc;d of it o.11 '? 1; 

Le t us ex ,s mine our,selv " ,s" __, 1·,mc of us h ove '~ e e n on the 
road f o r n g r, .n t nu mbe r o f y en rs (I nm no t co ing t o t e ll y ou 
how long l h ~v e h8 un on th e r oo d). Wh~t io the ~ :o<l of all 
th ,; s ;:, y e·-·r s D f s C: rving God ··:n (~ S) . ~1 ,:1i nr~ my time f c, r Him? 
1:Jh , t ·""m I b 0 tt e r f o r it t c,cln y ? If y c u .--..n k me t o write it 
d own in wa y s th n t ~~peG l t o t he worl ~ ' n d the ml n o f the w~ rld, 
he woul d n o t think it ::. ny v 2 lu8 nt ::tlL I mi .ht s.-1 y '·Goel h o. s 
nc1 t _ive n m~ , n ft e r u l l my se rvic e ~n d f ~ithfu lne s s , whn t He 
mi r;ht hnv c cl o n co Ee h::,r-, been h n r rl , niJ ni:~·-.:-c rdly. He is "' 
hc. r d m::'.s t c r L:,-:i.th crin[ wh, ,n ; h ; hecs n,1t s tra w,,d ,·,_n (I so e, n !• a If 
I St1il~ th:-; t, I s b oulc1

, 1Jc 8 X' ctly wh r o th e su ) c;; o:·Jle wh-::.r c o 
Hr: v e y ou- e v e r 1,ecn like th:, t? ii:, v 0: y,>n c on s i <1 ..; r G0 - 11 1 h ~cv c 
b een in such ·inil s uch .·, n cws oci 0 t io n fo r cm m,u1y ye :, rs, r'.nd I 
think I mu s t :i. v e it ·111 U :'lo 1 hinLt3 S b ; i1l t o ½e l~o i n : wr on c;o 
It i f:; n o u s e ~:c ine; rm" ' l e .o '!l b ; k 11y w00k, Lor rl 's Dn. y by 
Lor (: ' s )),'., y -~n d thin:::s n r e ,::c ttin ,, w,i r se o 1ieop l -:. --! r E: 0 tting 
f ew e r ~nd th ~~e is less int u r 0st, , n~ so on · . Do n 0 t s,e□k 
~c~ inst God in th2 t wn y. fh ~t wa s jus t wh~ t th e se p uo0l e we r e 
dcin ;:, hut th uy di d n :1t r c:i. li s,: it, .~rnd when ,'"' ·:1..: rs,in c:oe s n ,.) t 
e i ve Go d il is ri ; ht p l : .c o , he i s wr o n s in n ll h is jud _c, me nt. 

?ow d i e' th e s e peo'. ,1 0 ju ,' ?:C·' 'l'h 1:: y S" i ,~, Ti o 1-J w0 c ~1 ll the 
p r oud h:--.p:.-;y ( or l) l c ss.::d ) ·' . The Lord ,3 ,:,,i d ;1Bles1, ed .1.re the 
me e k ·;. 'l'he peor l e in Mnl□ chi' s cb.y c:"l id, " Dl e s sw~ ·r e tho s e 
thn t a r e p r oud, th ose wh o t a k e the ir full pl~ce in the wo r ' d. 
The se n re the ones th~ t ce t on. Those wh 0 Rpre~ d th ems e lve s 
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like the b~y tree and show themselves ,,ff in the world. They 
:' re the 0nes whom Go d honours! ' Do you 0ver think like tha t? 
If you do, it is because you ha ve your eye off God and you are 
spenking in your h aart □cainst Him. 

The Lord spoke of th e proud Pharisees th~t th e y s a id much 
and c'.i r1 little. The y w,, r e ve ry c ,_, ,,nb L .: in binc.in ·~ very h c.:wy 
burdens u~on the shoulders o f others, but th ey themselves took 
c □ re th~t th e y n eve r lifte f 3 fin~er to h elp. fhey we re ~ood 
n.t sadrU i n [: othect, , but the y th e ms e lves nevE; r helpe<1. They 
W8re too much occupied with th emselves. 111 th2t Gotl hns n 
controv ersy with. He woul d n0t ha v e it, Rnf lle withholds His 
f a v our f 0r it. " 'rhcy th t work wickedness n.re set up; yen, 
they tha t temp t God ~re even delivered;:. How ~wful these words 
a r e when judse d in the li ~ht of scripture. 

But now c omes th e 1)ri 0ht ,-,:, rt" 'l'h ey we r e w it ~1 11 like 
th~t. Amon ;st this r 0mnant of n r e mn~nt, there wGs still 
·.1noth0r remn::in t - :i r omnant of .~, rcmn; ·nt -:, f 2.. remn .:rnt, e nd 
th'.' t r c1r,,-1rmt wo..s those thr'. t fe .·•rcd the Lc r d , .·.nd spoke one to 
nnother. I think th e re is n ~m~zing ~mount of comfort in 
these words ~ecause we ~r e livin _\ in days when institutions 
nnd or ::;nnis , ti ons .'J. ru f :,llin,-, t o 'l i 0ces. '·nythinc; th;"t to.kes 
the nc,rn e of God or hGs ,,. r ,-, li: ,i ,ms eh-" r ,'1 ct c r ·, t .--,_11, it is the 
ef f nrt of the ene my t o smash it ~ntl destroy it. 

We find h0ro th:, t th,, c ouns e l ,) f t he ~)ro:,h(? t is in this 
,.,:c1y. 'rh e r e is ,,ne thin:; whic h r eJ11 r• ins, which ev e ryon e ccm do, 
~ny heli 0ver in the Lord J esu3 Christ c ·n do, wheth er he is 
in ~ c nncentr~ti0n c nm~ , o r ~nywhu r 0 e l 8c , he C7n fe~ r the 
Lorc1 , c :_ ;n fe o. r Go (: . ·rhc :·"--, ,r of Gc,c1. is thu b01:,inninc-: ,,f wisc~om, 
-·rnd it is th e en cl t ou . It is h,".Vin c; God l)ef --,r,.. uur he,'J.rts. 
It is no t th~ t w~ tr em~le nnrl shudd0r ns we think of Him, but 
we f ,, ,:,r Him ~-. nd reverence Hi1:1 :,_nd 1;ive Him promin ~, nce, 
eve rythinc wo ~r e ~n rl we h~v 0 bcloncs t o Eim. Th ~t is f s arins 
God. 

The ' ;or,1 J e sus Christ ,s,rn ._, t out those th-, t L ,:1 ro(1 God -
the excellent of the c., ·, rth. He founcl th e m a.me;n[_:st the }hY•r. 
He went into their h ouses , nd received the ir wclc c me, '1nd the ir 
car e ,nd their s e rvice. It is so t o d~y. God l ooks down, not 
to see th 0se who ~re m~kins ~ GB .•t nnmo in t he world f or 
themselves in the ey ~s o f o the i s , but He l ooks f o r thos e who 
cultivntc a f c,,,r .:1 nd r -.:;;;,rd fr)r His N~me .-·nd who c r. nsult His 
Word o..s the f oun tl~ ti0n of a ll wisdom ~nd th L source o f a ll li cht 
0•n d help. They .~i-:>. y "S .·· t nn m;:cy r,'1 2;0 nd outw ~, rd thin;\ s dis-
::tpp c:-", r, but God r c mr:ins~ He is my Fo.thor. I will ha ve 
c ommuni on with Him, a nd with His Son :: . Thn t is whnt wu wnnt 
to cultiv:,tc, both younc; arnl old. Let it 7)e your c,Jnstnnt aim 
t o fe El r Goel. 

Then they "tl1out;ht u -::rn His i'JamG'" . It is the s,-:i.me thinr; 
renlly. The nnme 0f God is wh~ t He is, ~nd lie is wh~t is Bis 
nnm e . To think u ,on His narne is to think of the n '1 me o f the 
Lor d Jesus Christ. Th,t ·,ives bec:.uty ,-:-. ml value t n a .. s,-s ernhlinr~ 
:1 s w,; do on the f irst day o f t he we ek. ,,,;c c ome t o ,·;c:ther RncJ. 
wh~t is the lorl2stone, the invisible pow ur thn t drnws a nd 
.-, t tr 1cts ,, nd b::·int:;s t o ::_,_,the r cont rary pe u;:> le. It is the n.:i. me 
th ,.._ t ho.s br ,:; u [.;ht them. '£h " r'-" is v ury little to ',e r~, but deep 
down in their ha~ rts t hey rc v ~r ~nce the nnme of the Lor rl Je s us 
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nnd remombcr His word ''Whc:rc t·,.,10 or thre e .:i. re ,3·1 th e re ci_ 
together ••• '' . Th0y c ome , nut be cause J , ,nes, or Brown is 
there but bec ~use th e ~~me o f t~e Lord is the r e . ~nd where 
th e n~m e is, He is. He c ~nnot be ~part from His nnme. So 
we come, we think u,on His nnme ~nd 0ur thou ghts ar c t Go deep 
for wnrds. 'le think u c:io n ? is n :1 me. ' 1c z;;et togethe r 2ncl 
spe :,Jc to other ~J eopl;;1, 1,ut when we think, the Lore:. :-: 0 , s ··nd 
heo.rs. 'l'h:: t is whr::t is v o. lm,1:i l t;; , th r:. t is the r,2.c rific e 
,-::t[~reenble to Him, anci it is within y ·,ur re: tch t o :,: ive Him th '.l t. 
So i f w c are v; r iv i 1 .-; r; c, cl t ci m e __ t t o ni r:. :t' - ow rn :J r 11 i n c; , l e t i t 1, e 
thn t we c:,ch c ome tu thi .nk u l1r:n '-l is n:,.me:, t , , consi de r His 
l ovliness , His •~ l ory, His c r-,cc, t o r c·rncmh c r Him in Eis dc<.!th . 
It is wh~ t th e Lor d v a lues. 

The n th e re is ,nothor thin ,_-.,;. 'l'hcy ;'sp::,ke <) ftcm one to 
C"l.11 •:i ther''. IJc,t only f e: llowship with the F._-._ th;;r :--;n d with the 
So n in the fQmily of God, hut f e llowship 0no with 2 nother. 
Th~y w8re ~11fcws truly, ~ut they d i d n o t n ll fe~r Jehovah. 
They h :::.r} ,-:i ll c ome 1--,;· ck fr om Buby l on , I sup ; 01:-e , but they did 
nut n11 think m,on th8 n o.me of Jehnvnh, but ther,., we re thuse 
who did, those who h:1c1 n o t m· rri od Gtr-'cnge ,vives c tc. ·,nd th e y 
spok e one t 0 n nothcr. They b ud a c Gmrn0n interest - th~t wns 
the thinr~s 1,c l un g inG t ,, t he n.1mG o f J .:, h ov o.h. '.L'h ..-, t sup _)liec1 
the to:~ ic of t bo ir c onv c,rsn.tion on e with n n n th c r, :,n cl J e h ;:v ,:th' ,, 
rew · rd LJr this is ;' They s hnll be lr inG", 1)oc- use it would 1)e 
this r t" mn::nt th,:c t woul <1 f, ;rm tho nucleus o f the, mil l enio.1 
kinc<lo m, ,~_;-; f;-ir 2.S l h l a chi G JUG. 

I think it has 2n rn p ~licn ti on n0 w- - - tl~ys t o those who 
'·,elonc to the Lo r r' Jesus Christ, th , t is t n sny, thos e who nr e 
true t o Him "'rliclst the c onfusion o f Christ 0,1iJ:;m, c v c-, ry f::i thful 
soul, everyone th0 t helonr~s t c Him ,'1nd has o. rc~l re :;c1. r c1. t o His 
na me ( even thou c:;h he dc,es not know the bl us[;e,lness o f ):)Cing 
::,;c1.th,, r v·' si "',y ,-:: ncl only t o :' is nr,me ) 2 11 tho se 1/ho ponder u11o n 
His nnme, they n re the onos who will be His, when He comes. 

The Lo rd J esus Chri □ t d id n o t ~o out o f this worl d until 
He h 2 c1. 2:a th~' r Gr' :.' littl e c 0 ,r,x1 ny wh om 118 c :'. ll c cl ·'His o wn n , 
thos e th,-, t 1:-ie l o n ·e el t o Him c xclu Givcly, .~nd whu we1·c (::it0ntu:,1 lly 
11 the c hurch ;; . They b 2l nn~;ec1 tn h im. '1'h ,, t is th e c h:1rncteri--
stic o f the church - it hulons□ to Him. He lJvuJ it ~hd:cnve 
Him ;_:el f for it. Ilc n ourisl1<cs it, nncJ 1,r• she s it o.nl1 is coins to 
p resent it to Himself, t o dis~lay it a s His own by 2 n d bye. So 
the --, rinci11l e o f wh:tt w,J ; .e t here , ,''-YJplic·,,_hlc t u the J C:: w by a nd 
bye, is np;'>lic;,ble t o th G churc '.1 now, th:' t th l~ y helon i:; tn th 8 
Lor,1 • 

11In tho.t d,:i.y when :; m,~ke up my jewels ' · . ·' Jew e l s·; would 
he hett<.:: r ·is it is in the m,:•rgin - " tr ,:-•r,ure". (I r c memh c r as 
n child thinkin ~ that the Lord Jesus ta ok every ½clicver nnd 
put him ns n jewe l in His crown, n nd th~t a ll the hclievers in 
the world mAd c u p the numher of jswcls in th e cro~n o f the Lor~. 
I sup7os e it was fnunde0 upo n these wo rrts ). \ s n ma tter o f 
L-\ct, it is n -.t ;, j ewels :: , hut :,tr 0;1.sure 11 , , , s pc cin l tr e.:1.sure, 
~ ue c ul i ~ r tr e~sur c . It re 7 lly ~a es bnck in ref ~r en c e to 
Ex'.)dus xix. where the pr, ,mise w.::w to le:;r ,;, l th,:t if they were 
obe d i e nt they should b, ~s 1 ~ecu l i a r tr cnsur e ~mo n ~s t the 
n ..... ti ons. I n d so sh e will he in t he milli::;ni~ll ,,lorJ. 
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Th e r e is a 3r ea t aen l mo r e in this ch~p t c r thn t is 
ins tructive ~n d h e lpful ~n d n aedful f o r us, but l0t us n o t 
so ~w~y without f eelin g t hn t God h ~s c o. lled us t o c ons i a e r 
wh e th e r we n r ,.: r c; n JE.: rin; t o F i m .:: 11 t h'"c t is His ri:;htful du e 
fr 0m us. fh - t is ~ ques ti o n wh i ch e~ ch o n e must answe r f o r 
himself, .~ n cl if we de S D 9 if we ,;ivo Him His c'u L: , He won't 
be n d e bt o r t o us, w~ s h~ ll h n ve n b l essing . 

Wh e n 2 m~ n we nt qn 2 ~n i d hi s tithe s , it made a h o l e in his 
p ock et ; h e h rHl l c- lJ S \ !8:"' l th th:~ n b8 f,r c " :, rfo v(cr min d" , 
F ,--,1 ;::(chi s i d · Y •:J U will h ::v c f ' .r moru t h :' n y ,·, u c iv e . God will 
r; iv r. y ,m :_, l) l e ssinc; more th , n you c ~n h ,; ld, it will ,:,v c: rflow. 
G<wd me,'1 sure lit , will,/;i v c t o y o u 1

'. Th,, t wo. s b lessine; n ow , lrn t 
if y ou ~o o n f e aring the L o r d n nrl thinkin~ u pon His nnm c , y ou 
will h ··· vc t, bl 8ssing n o w, cert'inly, but th :• t i s OCJt th e 'JO int. 
Th e r e is o n ;.; c o mi n r~ , n nd the 1'.l l cs s i n _': th.'c t i s r, ori inc; is this, 
th ' t 1.vh8 11 our Lord \Jh om we l ov o so much ,::..w} ' 'ho rn we c:2 sire t o 
s ,:rv e , ,,,h tm lk ent,,: rs in t.1 His ri · htG ~n ,'. r c i c;n s in ;_; lory, Ee 
will lv vc His church ,, i th Him 1 ,, n ll ,,,,1 i 1 1 sny t ,:. ;111 the w•.J rl d. 
i 11rhis is My church . '.t'hi G is 'f': y hri c'c . This is the on e th,, t 
I h :.w e cho sei1 t u shr:r e My r; lory. ;Jh e w.·• ·. f ,-.i thful t o Mo in 
the dny ~r 1ri bul~ ti o n. S h e l o v e d me wh Gn i n the wilde rness , 
:1.n d here she is, in the pl --: c 2 ,, f rr, l o r y· '. 'l'his is tru 0 . It 
o u ( b. t t o CCJ i1i f ,; rt o ur h e;-, rt ,::;,. It rn:,y 1 ic o nly t wo or three 
wh e n w,c c c: mc t cic;c-ther t ,)m .:i rrm✓, but t h ink o f tl1 e dny th, . t is 
c o min B, wh e n we shn ll he with the Lo r d i n ~l o ry . 
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Reading: Mntthew xxiv. 45-51. 

This is the first Jf three n rnbles which .ur Lord spike 
ns the Gre,t fr ,bet, nnd the three f them re c nnected by 
the theme ,·1f the L-rd I s c ,minr;. There is the y1rcehle f the 
1 ,rd -,_nd his h useh ld serv·rnts which I h ·ve just re,-:d, :-ind 
the.t is f ll wed hy the ,vr"ble f the" Bri<le.T m ':Dd the ten 
virGins, Jnd thnt 0 gain is f 11 wed by the p rnhle f the 
1, )rcl c:nd his trnding serv.:1ntrc;, .-lnd in ench c,~_se the n int ,· ,f 
the p::-:rnble is thnt the 1 rd's c ming offects the ~e 1le in the 
p·i.rc1 11le, m,re thnn ,-::nything else. It is the ·ne thing thr;t 
sh,,ulc) be 1-ief ,re, them in their service, trnd the l rd den.ls 
with them in -·.cc ,rdnnce with their f , i thfulnes:=-. 

It is ,:,n -~s;Ject ·f the L-•rc11 s c ming which is very 
necess,ry fr us hecnuse f ur res7~nsibility. We kn w 
thnt we 1, k f r the L ,rd t c me :;_n•l. receive us unt IIimself 
th :t we 111"'Y CCU)Y tlrt pl:,ce in the Fr.,ther' s h use which He 
hr·s ,, ne t '.)re·,Jnre fr us, :-inc1 th,•t is .--:: cherished h ,pe in ur 
hc ~rts, filling us with j y ~nd pence, .~s we c ntemrlr,te it. 
'rhe th u:~ht f ½einr~ sU<tclenly tr ·nsferred fr m .~, w rld where 
sin reigns unt0 fc~th, t the )resence ~r our bcl0ved L rd, 
etncl the gl ries f the Fr:. ther' s h use, ,,re intended t, fill 
, ur he:1.rts with w rship ~nd ,raise t Him, Wh has set such n 
h pc 1,efurr~ us. But then th,~ w rd f G .d is, if I may s 
express it, t1JcJ-sided, ~t sw rd with tw cr1',es, c,ncl it n t ,nly 
c -mf rts ,ur he:1rts but it ':.ls s,,,ts 1)ef,;re us ur 
resp nsihility. We h&ve a r8sp nsihility with re~~rd t . the 
L,,rd' s c mini_: D.n(1 the L· rd ht-::rc; c1 eemed it ,f such imq rt.~ncG 
the. t He im·:1ressed it three times in th:, t disc urse which Ile 
g:we n the krnnt ,f C lives. 

It W'S imp,rt,nt th:-t t~1 se He W'r.3 lewin6 behind ,'.-:.s His 
witnes~;es, :1.s th se 1vh · 1.1·-uld be res rn3ible t .• Uim f r their 
1--ieh',vi .ur, th ,t they sh ,uld unr:erst .~nr~ th·1 t they were left here 
in this 1,1 rld t ·· be in it f . r the L ,rd 11h :· h:,,1 1_:;·me ·0 w1.y, t:, be 
there f ·r Him, up t the rn ment f ris c -min~-. 'l'he m .·rnent ;f 

His c mine~ w •ul,,l termin:1.tc the ~rnri c1 ,f their •;ervice :md 
their rew •;-d, r their ·:ieno.lty, w•ulc' f ;11· w. 1,re (7 ,,ell n t 
t c nfusc the tw,, vieus f t 1.1c c rnint; f the L rd, n t t, s0t 
, , n e 11 e f re us ,'7. :-' :11: t fr m t he t h c r • 1,.1 c n 0 c r:1 1-i · t h • 1T c n e e cl 
the "nc, ,ur:i.gemen t f the L rd as ,ur blesse:d '.I,_.·;-,e, .1.nc:. we need 
the spur th~- t the L<;rc:1. is c mine; t invcsti _·~ te whn t we lr.ve 
been d .inc, 7.nd the ,-r:y we h:--,ve 1.1ee:n 
assiduity with which we hi7.VC c rrie~ 
He h,.,_,s ,,ut u;, n us. 

0
: in,; it, .,nd the 
iut these services thnt 

These p~r~bles we h~ve here c me hctween wh~t the LorJ h-d 
previ usly sp ,kon t His c1 i:c:ci,les in rel ti n t liis c :mine, 
:~.G the [~ n f m:.,n t the J·ews, ··nc1 o.t the ther enc1 , f the 
ch :,pter, thcr,s is thH c ,mini,; f the ;; n ,if m~n -tc~ in t ::;it ,,n 

tho throne cf Eh, :;1-,ry ·•nc1 t judr;e the living n .U., ns ;f the 
e~>crth. Between th se t,,✓ , we }nve th0s,: three '.)'.l.ro.bles th ,t 
:.,re ,piJlic-.1)18 t,_. Chrisbm(! ,m --::.t tht, 11rc,sent time. l;Je ,: , n, t 
h,.,ve the L,:,rc1 c ruin:· ,,,t3 the ,S ;n f rn:--.n in ,ny ,f these three 
p.,r~,_bles. Y·;u will sa .. y, ,;It is in the 13th verse, but if y ,u 
1, k in the Iievis(d Versi n ncl will find th., t the h rds 
;.,1h;,rcin Uw S·n -,f nr.n c-,mc,Lh ·, re 1. rnitte(1 bucc"'Use the L ,rcl 
is n· t C mine~ t; 1Iis church 'S the .'', 11 f m~no '.i.1h·t is IIis 
rel· ti·)nship t the c•rth, whether t - the Jews 1r the Gentiles. 
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It is in ~n , ther aspe ct ~lt ~eth2r thnt the Lo r d stnnds t ·1 wn rds 
~urselves as the church. 

N 1v we ·,u, ;ht t he ·w,7,,re f this th ~ t ·• nc f the e re,'. t 
eff~rts 0 f the enemy .~ f Christ in these d~ ys is t o sep~ r a te the 
he :- rl;s ·, f th·,s1o th,t ::• r ,fess the n -- m,~ ;_.f the L ·r d , fr -· m the 
L:, rd HimRelf t'nd iTis c ·min i.; - Ifo c't ·cs thc1t in C1. V'riety , f 
ways ~nd one thnt is v e ry rif e ~t the p r esent time is this -
t o us,2 the v : .. ,ri <j US 1Jr • ;Jheticc1.l ';)·. rti ,ns r:,f scripture to 
intorr1 se ,"' 1;;::..rrier in ,.:rnr he ·rts ·l,:_:-, ins t the m,,ment.'.".ry 
c xpe ct c", ti ·· n o f th e Lu r d J e sus Christo ,'3:-, t.~n c ,c,.nnu t •Je ., r t ,J 
think th,""t y ·, u ,:nd I should 'b .~ rn the t c:1 p t:,e , ,f cxp ect ,~,ti m L )r 
,:rnr Lc r (1 . rre w-~.nts us b J 1'.l e immersed in the w,, rl cl , tnken up 
with the thin1~ s n f time n n d s ense :1.ncl t , l,1se sir•·h t -:·,f the h c pe 
th~ t Christ has s ivcn us. 

Be~~re o f evcrythins, in wh~t e v e r ~uise it m~y c me t o you, 
th ··. t w. -uld put ..-:nythin:,, f o r :, m:,me n t 1J2 tw cen y ,ur s ·•uls :e nd the 
imme c.1i · tc c ,: ,minc :1 f ,ur L:, rd J e sus Christ. be is C•)ming L · 
receiv e us t ,,; IIirnsclf ,md it will ·h e in .~ m,.,;,1ent, in the 
tw i nklin c .J f ~n eye - here Jne mo ment , there the nexto Th~ t 
is s m::::thin::,; t,; cherish in our wiuls .".S r: gr '°:- t tr,:::-;sure th 'l. t 
the L,·, r d h rt s 3 ivcn u.s. i.) .:: t ::n wou lcl c.,eck t c) r • 'b us in s ;me wo.y 
1r the ,, th e r ,, f this 11reci ,us truth th:-,t we find here. 

',Je ll n !_; w in thi s first :::.. r 0b l c whic}'i I h .-..vc r e:J.d , Fi c sr•e ---.1~s 
,Jf l:fi ms e lf :rn cl .·.f Ilic h use o :., r11 ,., the n is '.': fni thful ,nd wise 
serv 0mt ;; . 'i'h2 eh · I"~cterictic · ,f the .se rv :-•nts th . t o. re S :•·=•ken 
1f her e is th ·:1. t the circl e , ,f their service i,s ,1. mu nc;Gt th, -se 
th .'.J. t ,,re d the h,~• useh ,, lc1 .-, f f n ith, th .·,s e th -- t bel :m0: t n the 
l o rdo S~ch ~n e in tha t h ~usehn l d is ~ se rvnnt resµ , nsihle t 0 
the l ,.> rc1 wh o is a u L in : ,'3r ther e , r~nd th e~ 1 ,r :J. puts th -, t first 
.:,s ~J()in ,r: :, f the utn1<Jst ir.FJ •J I't:°:'.nce. 

In the Old 'i'e st ame nt there }1:-:.d '·c cn :::. h -,use ·, f C,::"i'. , , n c1 
ll scs w:.rn f n i thful in th:-: t h us e in his f3,, r v ic e t,, G:;clo God 
h c.s ,:, iven llis .S on ·"· h .use, "'.nd w:.:r; n t H8 L ,.i thful when Ire w:is 
here, e n l1 i ,s Ee n ,t f :-; i thf Pl n , ,w: All th s e th r;. t ~1el nng t ,~. 
lfim ,.re His chi e f c ·,nc e rn. He int e rc edes f _T the m c\, y by d y. 
lie scrutinises their c ~nduct r nd obse rves th e ir weaknosses ~n d 
supplies His stre n r; th. He i s en ,_·,:,_ r,: ,>1. c ,··ntinu i lly in th e 
sc.,rvir e ,;f th --, s c wh , ,,.re, c :, lle d t,, II is h us e o 13ut Ire cl ,es s c, 
invisi:Jly, rmd lie h~s left visihle :'. tt ,) n c1 ·nts in the h :rnse':1-:: ld, 
th ., se th · t nre t c m-, n,-:.c; c llis ·,.ff.:, irs o 

11 Blessc d is th:~ t s :o rv,,nt, wh um his L ,r d ·cJhcn h e c ,.·me th sh ,:J. 11 
fin ,1 s ,·. d, ing n . lie hew se t t h , ,se in the church wll, 1s (0 cluty it 
is t, c -- re f ,· r the wt:11-be in;_:: , the s r,iritu:11 wcll-:..,cinc; of th _: se 
th:' t b8l :;n e; t c Christ, 'rh:·t is the ir r:;e:rv ic e . The L ,-1 r d h.:ts 
,: iv,_:n them -~ lc,v c f u r their bre thr e n. He h i' S r_c;iven them the 
:ib ility t o cnre fr the s ,iiritu :-". l v1c; l 1:-:r e .if the ir brethren 
be e - us e they 1 v c Christ, o.n .J ): 2 }vs __;i V tm th e m :J.lsu th e:: c,1'l ili ty 
t ,,, im ,nr t f: ·o d, nutriment, s )iri tu:·~ l stre n ;th t , their br e thren, 
~n d ther e ~re these wh o :· r e f ithful. ~n J wi ~ a in th2 t. They 
un~e rst u ncl th,'.'t they h~ve n r 2s 1ons i bility t 0 the ir brethren. 
The y f e :2 1 they 1:1 · uld be tLe l n.s t t ,_i 5:'.y ni\ m I my br-:>ther' s 
ke c ;'., e: r ?n They :- re the ir 1,r·:i thor' s kou pe r, ,'.end s c, they t, e 0k 
t u 1)(; f;;ithful in th 0 .t which is c· :m,,iitt<.,. :. t , thecmv 
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11 A fnithful and wise servant ; . You may say HI do not 
claim to be either wise or fr-..i thful : · • Ne , we 11 tho.t is a 
goo d feature on your p~rt. But it is the Lord who will decide, 
by nnd by, who is f 8ithful and wise. But the man who fe els 
thnt the spiritual health of his brethren depends in s ome measure 
upon him, will seek by the help of Gad to be faithful t o what he 
ca n he and d o f or the help of his brethren. If he undert ~kes 
thnt service, he is t o be wise and pru de nt, that is t o say, he 
is t o h~ve the s pirit of his Master. The c2r e f nr the 
s p iritual needs 0 f others is ~ delica te m~tt a r. You need tha t 
wisd,~m which will enrcl:i le Y ") U t o dio ;1 eM,e just th .-,_ t pnrticul::i. r 
f orm of help which is most suit~bl e t 0 the case. 

perho.ps s ome o f my youn;:;er brethren rmd sisters sc.y 11 Well 
that applies to the big ½rothers. It dr1 es wit apply t o med. 
But it does apply t o you. You may no t be ~ble to help the 
c r own-ups in Christ hut there ~re ~ numb e r of y8unc persons t o 
whom you cnn lend D. he lpin:~ h::-nd, ·md '.) e very c ttreful y0u <lo n r, t 
wa lk a step out o f the na rrow way a nd l e~ rl th em a str~y .•fter you. 
It is s omethinG thn t the Lord has lnid u1on us all, to c~re f or 
those who nre His own. He w2s the Shephe rd - the re were the 
sheepo The Shepherc1 wci.s guinr~ nway cmd He ;~ives the s e rvice o f 
caring for the she sp t o the under-shepherds. I am no t s pe ~kin~ 
now of those who are ca lled to be special sifts - pastors, 
teachers etc. There 0re those who stand head nnd shoulders 
above the others in this respect, but I Rm speaking now o f what 
the Lord looks f or from everyone of us. In thRt day, we shall 
hnve t o give an account of the affairs o f the household. The 
Lord looks f or it, a nd it is 3 n individunl mutter. 

If you refer to the sec ond nnd third chap ters of 
Revela tion, you find the Lord dealing in a disciplinary wny 
with the seven churches and He spenks t o them of their good 
deeds and their misdeeds. Sach time He addresses the individual• 
It is the angel o f the church at ~phesus, the nnsel of the 
as Ae mbly at Sardis, a nd when He s peaks of His promises He 
o.ddresses the indi viduc, l 11 Him th .-:-. t ove rcometh; 1 • So do not let 
us mistake the bea rinr o f this p~rable. It is not merely tha t 
Christendom is divide d intn two p~rts, the faithful and the 
unfnithful, but the truth applies t o ev e ry individual in the 
church of the living God, His house hero upon the enrth. Very 
we ll, the Lord :" t His c nmine; l coks f o r f c.. i thfulnes s 0.nd how does 
He assess f .·1 i thfulnes,s t o IIimse lf? 

The Lord s,~id U:Bles:~ed is tha t scrvnnt, whom his l 0rd when 
he c ometh sh,':'.ll find sn cloing" - s 1 do inr~- It is no t c1,1 ing 
this 0r that, , rea ching or expounding the scrinturus, or 
visiting tho sick. It does no t specity a ny ~~rticulo. r se rvice, 
but o.s ench one hns rec e ived fr c m the Lor d , the Lord expects 
when He c omes t o fin d you nnd me s 0 doing •· do in13 the little 
things He hn s g iven us t u tlo ~nd bc inc f n ithful in them ri 3ht 
up t u the encl. 

The c,)ming o f the Lord is the terminus c f our pr ,)c;rcs.s in 
the way of service. Perhnps I mny s ny hero, for thos e who nre 
no t quite clear o.b,mt it, th;-,_t the c :1ming of the Lord in the 
New Testament hns two aides. We we r e s 9e~kin~ about twa 
nspects just n~w - the c 0minc of the Lord as it nffects our 
he ,,rts and .~,ffecti ons, nnd in connecti on with our service. 
The Lord c omes a nd receives us tu Himself on hi ~h, and then it 
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is tho.t He investi ;,;."tes ,,ur cmduct. Cn His Jud(:;ment .';er.t, He 
exnmines who.t hns ½een doneo We st2nd there nnd ~11 our lives, 
crnr ;,ctions, cur wc,rds, ,mr thuu:·;hts ,1re 1-ll c1ispl:---,_yecl bef •re 
us. We see wh2t m~tchcs the 5lory of Ctrist nd we see wh2t 
h::-1.s 11ecn discGrrl nt. ' 7c: ;3ec where He ,1:clkc:d the str2-ii:;ht pnth 
nnd sec whcr,. we turnerl nside, hcinc sw~yc~ by tempt~tinns, or 
the plc ,sure,s ·:nc1 '\ml,itir.ns of cur •wn hc-··rts. It will -7..ll be 
exposel~ be :·,:re us rmcl thl> Lord will di,s ,l:nsc L, us thi1 t r,:w,rd 
thot is meet, nd with th · t re ·ord we sholl come with Him, when 
He comeG j n [';lury o 'I1h2 wr,r(1 '· ccmin5:;i is f :;eneric m,:e, 0.ninc, 
tli: t is to s ,,,_y, it is n :t norr:ly , 1) )liet2 t _ his c jminc; f- r Fis 
church, hut it ~lso me~ns ~nd inclu ds His rlisploy of our 
c , nduct in His •.i,,m prescnceo The, ::rc~t thine th:ct the Lord 
ac'.mircs is the f, ithfulneE.3,3 thnt ke ,. 1Js ,,n up to the l,·cst 
mc menc nrnes;:-:ed is thnt s·_,rv2.nt, wh Jl11 his 11rJ when he c•)rneth 
sh:: 11 find E.,u cL·inc; 1

'. 

Belov~d friends, have we nllowcd our handG to hqnc down, 
h·.vc uur he:.:.rts, cts it VJcrc, bocon turned tc W(lL:r? !\r-2 we 
l:,n,rrid :md indif, ,crent ~nd c:,rcl,,,;s , f the ,lff,irs :;f th.:,t 
church which Christ l•,vcd :-;nd r~,,ve Himself fc,r? 1.-Jlnt we ck· i,3 
very smr,11 indeed, hut the: Len-(' J.,l-;S n · t me,,surc the :'nvunt, 
1111t ,:e luuks ,,t the L:ithfulncs. ,,f the henrt th.,t cL0s n :t 
tire, 1rnt 1,·,es ,·.,n ~u1d n, cL,y in :1r1(1

, d:-,y out, clui111:, ju:.3t whn.t 
He h:.rn set befc,re us. There is the 1iles,;cdness ,1f the Lird 1 n 
c ~min~ nnd it should h:-ve ~n effect upnn our doily lives 3nd 
conduct, rrnd urion •·Ur relotionshi,, with our brcthrcno 

But then ther:: is the ')th,:r side o 'i'here is the evil servnnt. 
'rh,-,t i:3 :, terrible thine: 7nd it tr,u1:Jlcs E,urne ;e,)jJle. They 
c.J.nnut underc:t.:uH1 v•hy evil sh,,uld 1-w f•)llnd r'm,Jn[; such .'1 pre ious 
blood-bou-ht c:.mp::ny, ns those tlEtt ·,rofcss the nome of the 
Lordo Cut we ou, ht not to be sl1 rnricccJ. 1..fc h ··vu ,,nly to 
think of th'lt c:)m'J :c11y th:, t wns exaltE,c1 °1•nvc till ne,sure , th~t 
little c•,rnp .::rny of tw lve c:icrs .. ns th 0.t were nv:v'e the 1,ody:;u:':rcl 
ond C·:mp··rniuns of uur Lord in His r>ru•:ress thr:rn : :h this W•Jrld. 
These h,elvc men were sin :l0 t1 ,, ut fr ·· m the c, :,mp ny ,:,f His 
•.lisci:)les, ·1nl1 ,J1i,1ued \Jith ·y,wor t :, sc,rve IIimo · 111-,t hi, :her 
honour could there 1.1e! ·:11.:-,t rn ;re c,:,vet,:c1 pl,7.ce than to be, 
nn >: c •mtinue, with Christ in His tan,;t · tiuns as lie i:rent t11rou, )1 
this world. Yet monsst these twelve, there was one who was u 
devii, int,1 Hh<:Jse he :rt S<'.t:m ontcrerl, :,nd he b ,:tr,'"'yed his ~~aster 
f )r thirty 1:1ieces f E:ilvno i.)uc:ht it th(:refure t,J h0 ;,ny 
surprise t,, you nncl rne th:t there re th 1 t3e in Chri,3tcnd, •m, :is 
ve cc,11 'it, who ,rofE:cr:; the nil.me of Christ, hvt ,rh,,se hc·rts 
nre still h2rdenc~, they Rro still in the ~~11 of bitterness, 
nncl th,~ '·hind -_,f iniquity i.s u·;,m them o 'l'hcy hi'.VO n··,t the 
kn0wlod~c cf the Lord J~sus Christ. 

It comes nut here in one ~nrticul~r wnyo The evil thnt 
is in the hc:..-:irt Bhc:1,,1,3 i ts0lf, ,nd w,c:; , ur;ht tn kn,,w by this time 
thnt the one thin,:,, we hc.ve tn 1:1 .'t tch with the utrnnst c.'.crc is ,,ur 
ho,~rtso "J.ec,p thy ho.-~rt with all dili:;ence: f,,r ,rnt of it 
are the is,rnes ,,f life • 1 t i:3 in his hc.:,.rt th:: t t11c evil 
serv,--,_nt si"1ys "My l,,rd deL·yoth his c, r,,in1;-- 11 

- •IIe did n, t c ,me 
l,st m,,nth, he did n · t c .,rnc 1::cst wed,,:, he ,'icl n ,t c,1me ycstcrcby, 
h-:: will n<Jt c :me juut yet. Ho h')s deferred his pur;nc:,e, 1:i,:: 

1,1il1 uut c,,me just yet ,Jncl l n(;Od rut c·.rry on my o.ffc,irs t,,,1:1y 
with the tlwu:;ht th·t he is ccrninc to 1 ok nt thomo My lord 
del,"yeth his comin,_,,'' o But the Lord ;:,-.cs -c, the ro :,t of the 
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mntt 2r. Yo u h v e n hc ~rt. Jn tch it, let th ~ w0 r J ~ f God 
s e· rch it, lest the thou .ht m,::t y ,..,_rise ,-.r:i.thin you ,; my Lo rd de lny­
e th His c or.1 in r,; ·1

• 

I c1n n :J t think the s c·rv '.'l nt put it into wnrcls. It fl a shed 
t hrCJ u 1;h his ,11 ind th -: t th e l ,Jr c1 t ,; wh ·J r>1 he ' JWet: 'h o r·t i c nc u w,,s n n t 
··· t hi\n cl , ·1.nd then it w,1.R th · t he sh c 1;,1::_ 11 •.,,; h t wo.s reo.lly within 
h im . Ho first hcgnn t sm it e hi s fell 0w surv~nts - his 
mischi e f ba s ins in th e h -1u s0hu l ~ . It is th e 0vil <lisci, l es 
wh o h ::, ve c 'Used :' 11 the mischief .-,u,·, mi E.,e ry in the church n f 
Ch:;,'ist fr,,m tho 1·Jq~ innin,~. 'l'Jte r c 1,1crs c1.isci:) l es in the midst 
of th e church 1-1ho E.:;,r:-rn t; u p ~· n ,1 t7.u ,ht 0v il th i n :_:s .:-rnd <.;vil 
~ r ~ cti Re s n nJ wh 0 l ed th e s~ints n.s tr~y. fh c y we re thuro in 
th ~ t d~ y - they n re i n this. ~her L i s~ s , irit o f ~nim usity 
0 mu11°;c;t t]1(; sc •.r1h o n ::.me t ho n ~"Lme cf Chri s t. It 1vz:s ·. '. ,: err:t 'llG 
thins t o smite n.nd ½c~ t t he f al l ow Ge rvnnts tnJ we h ~v c ~ 

p ictur,: , .f it t ,i th e full in t he ifo w 'i'c sL1ment" Nu m,) r c luri d 
::ii ctur e nf Christcncl:l m c c,uL~ be 1'r 2.i; n t hnn th,, t f,,unc1. in the 
xvii .".nu xviii chc, ;it<: r s .f :fa v e l ~tir.,n. '_!_'h " re we h:,.vc wlL· t is 
c ::, lls < the church ,,f Chri s t, i~hc fr,_ lsc }iridc , ci ttinc; :1 ::; 

,.r'., m2.n ·) n th e "Ji;>~s t ~ T~1 .~t \J :~:G E;11c uho 1.1. :.}.c1 1·_ ,r n fes r; ,Jd the: ncu11 e 
.)f (;hrist bu t ,vho h ~i. d ,: c-:) .ortc d .-, 1t 11 ct h c, r f r ->rn th e fr.ith ~,nd 
,1 1 1 io cl herse lf wi tJ1 the 1::w ,crnmcnts r,f this '-L'rlrl. But wh t",rc 
w.-.~s t he 11e.' ti n e; {.'nc.1 the .smi tine? :_, Ji,, wc1s d runk , :1nt1 wh::t t wi th 'i 
'.Ji th the; 1,l u, _; c! :·,f h e r fell ow ,S l) I'V'ln tc3, t}1.c 1,]_,:t_;(1 i ,f t he mr•. rtyrs 
lw.d int ,,xic ·· te r' ho r. Th::1. t wets th e ,, vil .s ,: rvn nt to its fnll, 
in th e n.,.:T ,:: :~t c , th ,, c, ,LL0ctivc] f .-r rn ,, f t he evil G•c.:rvo.nt. 

It i s c1 

t c rri b l ,, thi n.[-:;o You mn. y bc.~ t your felL11t1 s e rv 7.nt with e1. h ,, rsh 
wr, rd o r by s:,.yi n :_ n h i tin r; thin·, ;-,ncl it vFmld b e wur ce tr1 him 
th ~.m n mnn.ck in the f n ce. icur t •, n c u \_; h::1.s ,-:-,. "Jow;;r f e r ev il 
:,nd y uu m>ty b-- -:i. t n nc1 s rni t;.:, y · u r f.::llow ,,c- rv :-,_n t iu thT t wny . I s 
th t th ,, w,-:,.y t u l.wl '.'J him ? 'J}h::· t is n ,,t l'✓ hc,t Chri s t cl. id. 
:' r :1c e 1,/ i'"\ S v :,ur ec1 int o F i :_~ li :;, Su M~,y J'.C ' r :1.nt t!L:t m(1 r e o f His 
c; r n cc: m:-\~/ h(, p o urcc~ int,. ,·, nr li> s r,. th .· 1.t we m:cy s·:K:1k th :~.t 
w:, ich is helpful, :nid c, , ' ify i n ,; :,n(1 ins -i irinr~: , :-1nd n t s ,methin::: 
tlJ, t h urts i. hu f,r_1 ul :.md tc, rri,: iL: S th, : hc :, rt ,, f the rne _ko It 
is just :J e e ' USC U1:cs c wln f llo w Chri,,t ni: ;f, t clcnc ly _:;.re meek 
.::rnd , ill n d t r; iv c trek w,~, r d f ,r wor :', t h " t th ey .·,r e smi tt c n, 
and >c,1hc·n the y : :_r 8 f',mi tt cn. ·:i n the ,,n,;,:; c h...:cl' , .they turn the ·ltb c r 
a l s ,-, , :, n,cl. t.}1(, <:vil s2rv:,n t t alHi G [; ,- u t"'. c ::_ru t , , ,3 mitc th ·, t · ls ,l. 

But he ic; n,) t c o ntcrnt 11ith his 0vi.l w:1:ys ins i•"'e t h e h ,1usc. 
Le, ::,, 013 , utsi r.1c ,,_J.s ,J. Out s i (c , !H o· v·.t c-; .::-;.n-:1 / rinks with the 
drunk e n. lhcrc nr ~ the foul p lc~surcs o f t he w0 rld intc which 
the e vil s e:r v-,nt p lun;;e,::; . 1'h () Y ,, r :; -. r n un c.1 us t r; rl.,_y in ,--. 11 th e ir 
':' - rish dir;,·)l a y :, nd t 0 n c'. t ,; ., f ' c ct thu he ::-rts ,-,f th e y •rnw ; .". nd : ,f 
th:isc wh o h ~·,vc n tcn 1.1ency in th 1.t ,~irc c ti·:m. It is t I,e ;-ileci.surc 
th :-:, t in t<,x ic :-;,tcs t 1rn s c ul ::rnd s hut ,s ,· ut th e kn '. wlcdco of Christ. 
S o it wci.s with this G,, rva nt o He wc, c, e vil within the hous e ~.nd 
e vil with, ut. 

Bu t the r esult w0.s th~t tho l u rf' c a me in ;-, c1.:, y tho.t the 
.S(.;rv ~nt L ,,: kc (' n o t f n r h im ._.,_ncJ. in ,, n. h uur th::i t he w::-..s n c, t 
n.w, ,re c, f , c, n ,-• sh.c.ll cut him ,':l.Gun i':e r " . 1Jo (·'u n () t d r ,-,.~., the 
c CJ nclusion fr ,:m thi s th['. t th e: ccmin _:,; f ,r th e, L,ithful S1.,;rV'.u1.t 
,J. n ll f ur th J e v i l s c.: rv~:nt , tr,: : t th e: S['m(_, rn , ,. tnt:nt. It is th e 
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s c1 me c o ming~ hu t it does n e t t -·kc :) l 2 C<°; ::-, t one momen t. 
His feet will n o t i:,L: nd :.n the 1'',,, unt o f Cli v es Hhen Ile c o mes 
f ( ,r His chu r ch" IIc r ,.: c c i ve s them in th e ,1i r b e: c n usc, they 
h nvc a he a v e nly c·1 llins nnd He r esp e cts th2 t e v en in the 
m~nnor of th eir r ccoptiun t o Tiima 0l f. rlut by and by Ue will 
ccme back t u this ',v:_irlc', ,.~c , .omptrniec.J h y IIis .snints, but 
h,~fore th ;.1 t time Da l,ylun the Cr e.,t, tl:w L1.lsc churc h , the 
11,> m,m Cathul ic s in their full dcvelo:,ment, , nd n :) t nnl y 
they, bu'c ;:c lso th e i:ih.:,11i t ., nts J f th e w<, rld wh , , h :w '-: hc cn 
led ~w~ y ~y h o r, t hey n ll will be jutlc df h y t he Lo r d 

But T hou lcl like just t f, r cf '..! r t o the tw o r,,:.: r D. 1)les 
thnt f ,11 -, w, n (, t i ,1. cL t ~1 ils, f ,· ,r time wi ll n :1 t ;') 0 rmit it. 
Eer0 He h, 1 v0 in t ht", .C irAt <in-:: ,,,h, '. t npp lie n t 0. t he Hh ole 
Christio.n n r o f e s l', i o n. It h,'."\G n o tllin1·; r:.t :,11 t ,·, (k, with 
the Jews. fhe L ~r J hn~ ~o~lt with th e m previ0usly. 
Ifore Ee: s )e ·1ks •!f th 0 t st ,t<:. r;f :tf :' n irs thct ,,.rc,ulc1 e nsu0 
imrne,:i ·t o ly u ;i,) n His c]e_:1 : rtur c . In the next ch,-i::, ter, we 
h ' VC; th 0 w c: ll · lrn c., vn "'. nr.1 -:;h:tl l I J1 ") t s :1.y 1Je·,utiful p;. r ,~b le 
o f :1 ur Lor (1 , wh •:, r 0 the ki n (1; Ll,:r1 '> f h(i .·, vei1 ir, lik eaecl t c· the 
t e n virg ins . 'i'hey -, r e t h e Christ i r'.n n r u fe .ss i , in un ,.:kubtedly. 
:,om:; h:•v c th c:u c;ht th e y ;:, re the J ew L:;h r em n;~nt, lm t the Jews 
:-':Ce h 0 rc- u p ••n th e e ."'. rth. 'I'h c y w:, i t f u r Chri s t t :) c ,1 mc 
cert ~ inly, ~nd when Christ c omes : n J d r ~ws th em , th e n th e y 
will cccive wh ~ t the ten vir c ins stnrt erl with. The five 
wise virgins ::;t~.rt'--' with ·il in th e ir L:m)s. 'l'hey l1cwe 
the Ho!y S pLit t -:, be: ;in with. Th;1 t ch;,r;-1c: .arises the 
'.rise vir2:ins who ,~,-, t ,:, me t th e J ri,~e _r uom. But th e: Jews 
,, ill. ,·mlJ r uceivc th e I!o ly G}w st ',1h;,;n the Lo r d comes . 
'l1 h8se '.l r u t u ld t ; ; ;'·· ;~m d mc . t t he Br i dc, ;~r ),, r:,. Th e J0ws 
d o n o t !;n t o me t the Uri de :r e,. ,rn , the y ti<:'-ve n c wh e;r(; t ;·\ r,;o . 

'l'he Chri s ti ,1. ns, th rJ sc 1 .- h c p r ::, feG '- t he n 'l mc nf Christ, 
the y £:,l out 1, .:s c ec uG ,j th e ir Vi ·c st cr is ,1 ut. 'l'h ,c) :f ' r o s ·.v ed in 
this wr, rlc! ,.,hic'..1 crucifie)r' Christ :: n (l_ h tof, llim , hut 
directly they l o ve the Lord 1n f 0 r ofess His n ~me , they 
ste:_> out, th e y ,, r G 1L, 1cm ,;r ,,f tl:1'.; -..nrld. It mn. k 0 ,s n.11 
the rhff ;;::renc c• . The Chri:0ti :.'.n , l)y Tfis ,rofr:s i ,, n, :_,; ri es nut 
t ,_ ; me : t th e,; Bri c:k r c,-, "1. 

It wn.s r:v f:!. t C1 v ~1e '~: innin • 'rh ,,, clisci ,l es th,Ju :::,;ht the 
Lord woul d c on e in th e ir time , o r th · t J o hn, 1t a ny r ~ t c , woul~ 
h ,:, hti'e ,.,,h e n Hu c n m(. . They '.oJ c r c, c x ;,"ctinc, Tlim, v e ry 
pr ,:,perly ,'.l.nc-1. ri ·l1tly, t ,,,_, , t u C : iT1 0 ·· t ·:,_ny ti C o 'r he reason 
is, y r:i u s ec , th " t w .. '"'Xc bnrn ,:--.,·;;, in o f the Ik,ly Spirit and 
wh0n He has s o , Jed us ~s Chri st 1 s , we h 0 va the ~ f Ze ctt 0ns, 
the lif2 within u c that nothinc will B'tisfy hut Christ 
Himself. Is n o t t · i."ct s, ,? Y,_n, wn,1 t Chrict. Ho h::rn 
impl-'.7.ntcd in y ou '."' ffcctions f. -' r i:. ims e lf tlvlt n ,; thin f::'; c ~m 
quench, '. nrl t ht:;r-, _, f o r e the church l ·, ,1ks ·, nirn:-::. t o ly, ,1.nd. 
c unt:i.nu c.1 .. lly L >r t he imrw· 1i ,, tc c · ,mint; o f t he Lr d . 

Here, the Lord c1 c,.:, s n n t S t"H.: ' k n f the church o,l o n e . He 
S;J c ,- ks ,; f tb ,: t which m,,kes .·: ,, r ,Jfes:, i ,,n. '11hc ten vir :::; inic; 
to()k th e ir L •. mp s ·, n d th ,: y wunt forth , ,· 11 f t ham , t o mee t 
the bridc,;; r , • r;1 . Fi ·, e w.,rc 1,J i Ge rmd five wcr -.: f(io li sh :rnd 
''they th t w:.• r •..; fn c;lish L · -k t }H)ir l r .rn--:is, -::n<~ t u nk n o ciil 
with thdt1''. Th e: f'.l lish vir ::~ ins chC: n:::t count th e cos t. 
Th8y rlid n c,t unc:ercL:-inrJ vlh:J.t tll c:y w .r e .nin . rrn t t o d n . 
'J'hey vrc r c ;o in r, tr) l'118 ·· t t1~:e Bri ci c- r_; r oom ;::, , "' t he cr.;.,_, ent i::11 
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thine wns t o h a ve nil in their lamp s ~nd the l~mps alight when 
h e cn□e. But they we nt just a s the y we r e . We t e ll sinners 
J ' 

t o come t o Jesus, t he ;,_,viour, just Cts they :, re. 'rh '.1t is ri; '1 t 
enough, but wh e n th0y c o me just ns th e y ;1 r e , He Ma kes the m what 
th\::y never wcr,: before, new men .:,.nd w,.i me n, t here is a b1:, ll lute 
ch~ n BB- In these five f ooli s h v i r ~ins there wo s not a ny chnn~e. 
The o il, the c on tinual ty De through the Scriptures, o f the Ho ly 
Spirit, w,· ,s n,t ) OS c; e ss0 d by them, o.n,: if :::, ny ma n hnve n o t the 
Spirit of Christ, he is n ,::no o f his 11 • 

They a ll went nut. It wa~ s o a t the ~~sinn in5. They n ll 
went 8Ut in e x rye ctntinn o f the r e turn o f the Lord Jesus, but 
time tells. 'i'ime sh, ;1s wh," t is r e::1.l ancl whn t is spurious. 
The y ~11 n o d J e d · nd they n ll s lept , the y b ~cnme we z1ry o f w~itinc, 
2 nd they fell into~ sta te in which th e y wer e nhso lutely 
0hlivious o f wh n t w~s ah out th e m. Th e y 211 di d th~t, the wis e 
o s we ll 8.S th ,~ f (y lish" Tn the hist o ry -; f the church of Christ 
W (;; find th e ,s,1me thin;: . I'hr , ,u _;h,:rn t a [ r•: ~·.t peri d ,Jf the 
church's history, fr o m th e v e ry e~ ~li e st century until th e 
b 0ginning : ,f last c ~ntury, th0ia wns n o t kn0wletlGe in the church 
o f tbe Lord 's c .·, minL f,)r His church. Cumin :; t o c hange the 
worl d , u h, ye s, e v s r ybody b 8li ev e d th:-,t. Th8y s ~ id it ev~ ry 
Sundny in the Creed hut thnt is ~ u t wh~ t i s spoken o f her e . 
Dut a t the ].)c ~~ i n, ,inc; o f l n. st century , there wn s -?. cry mnde 
'Dehold th G Bric~e,_•r c; ;rn • Men ' s h e o. rts wer e turned t o Christ, 

c.s the Carnine; l 'ne. 'l'hey ro :-, d the scrip tur •; s o.nc1 the y f •rnnd 
tho. t it wo.s s o " Throu :'h out t'.rn .i.:.,p istles, fr ,:,m the b ,,ginning 
t o the end, ~nd in the lleveln tion t oo , the c uminc 0f Christ is 
b e for 1:: us in ev e ry W·J.Y. •.i.'o e v e ry one u f the s e v e n churches, 
except two, the Lord spe ks o f His c omin~. It is o n thn t 
;,round He exhorts t h0m t o ~Jo f i th f.ul md true: t o Hirnsolf. 

There w,s the historical fact th~ t jus t over one hundred 
y e t, rs CT ' o ther e 1v:-J, ·.'. n ci 1r tk ,;ning in Christ cm d orn c •,1ncernint; the 
imrnedi~t1 , r e turn of the Lo r d J e sus Christ fc ,r His church. It 
h a s be '. :n mixed up with '.1 11 s or· ts o f h1,1r, .:).n theories, 1:iut still 
there is the f -,, ct. Non's h e"'. rts h .0 : v 0 be r, n ,'JW,'.kened t l n c,k uµ 
a midst th e ,:,.,_ 1~kn ,.:us , to L ·ok t o •r ·rds t h e cl·wn, , nd th e re, in 
the En stern ,sky, the y sGo the bri ht ·,.ncl Mo rnin r; '. : t :,r , ·rnd they 
h ,;., r the v 0i c e c\ S t he ir e yes lo ok j_ n t he ri c;ht :, l r-, ce, ~ nd the 
v ,, ice SclYS, iilJ a hr)ld I c o r:1 0 quickly :," T1,en up from their h2~rts 
r~oes the cry •·1Eve n s o , c ,:. me , Lord J .. -,us " • 

.Sn men 's h o :,·rt s wor e r ::,usec1 t 0 , 1 - ok f iJr th e cnmin t_\ o f the 
Lo rd i i <l to wait for llim ~ n d t h c t s h o ws He is v e ry ne~r, nenre r 
toni .,:ht thn n He over w ·s 1)efore. erh,'.'J.ps w,:: ,; \.:· 11 c.1. ll b e L1ken 
nwa y t ; ½e with Hi m t 0 ni s ht. Du n ~ t l e t us think thn t is n 
f oo lish, l u d icrous e xpect ~ti : n. It is n cc ordinc t o the word 
o f scri :) tur c , The Lord i G c , rnin2;. 

'rlH~S G v ir:',ins went ou t t o meet Hit-;:i, , 11 •:if them. 1'he 
f ( o lish vi rcinc:, f o und th .-, t th ei r l , :mps were 2/J in[~ out. T}iey 
h u d hee n burnin~ up o n th e mselves, 0 n just wh~ t they we re in 
t hems e lves. It ,.r:-~s just wick bein;c; c ,m.sumcd. It wn.s n 
c 0rnbustibl~ thint , ~ n d it h a d n o s t a y, n n st 0adfa stne s. It 
neecle c'c uil nnc.1 they h · cl n :m 2 . 'I'hey re·1lis c d t h i7.t th t' Y h ·. d not 
a nyU1int1 Lo k ee ,> the m ccinc~- 'eh e: re .'.:l r (, mn ny lJ8 0fJlo who start 
ri~ht ½ut a s they co t alone the w~y th e y get ti r 2 d ~n d wen ry 
c-:i.nd turn t o th e right htmrJ or the left. 'l'hey re:nlise th - t they 
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h~ve not the s~me thing th~t their brethren hnve. There is some 
difference between themo 'ehey hrcve not Go· 1 s Ifol:: Spirit within 
them to be n.bove their ,.,,e.~kness o.nd infirmity nThe Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmi ties 11 • He is there as n pow,,r to ke .;p us 
coine, and we whoo.re wise here tonight, we know we Rre here 
becnuse of the power of God's 3pirit within our heQrts m~king 
interccs: i:1n for us, just as the ,;n0 \/ho is o.t God's right hand 
above is interceding there for us. 

'rhey so.id to the others, ··Give us of your oil; for our lcmps 
are ' J)Ilc! out'·. But they sn.id ''Not so 1

;. Who c ,...,n redeem his 
brother 1 Jho can save nnother soul 7 I n.m sure m0ny of you 
here tonir;ht h,".'ve fc,l t your hclplt:,s:cness 11hen you :-:.re speakin('; 
ton. person who is ·nxious ~bout his soul. He wnnts life eternal 
, 1 nd y.-,u try to tell him, you ~')ut the scri:)tures 1-kfore him and 
mt,ke it RO pl.:,.in thnt it secm"'s o.s if 2nybody owc;ht to .c; ee it. 
Yet he docs not se8 it. No, he cannot huy oil off you or me. 
'I'here is no one vho sells it. It is Hi thout money rmd without 
~rice nnd those who ccime to our hlessed Lora rest in faith upon 
Him, they nre the ones who recci ve the H;;ly !:i•)iri t to ch,ell 
within them until the m,1ment wh8n the Lord comes. 

What does it say at the end of the Bi ·le, in the last 
ch"pter of ,,ev&lt1.ticn. Docs it no.y ·The bride w·ys C me"? No. 
"The Spirit anc1 the bride s;-·y, Come". It is the Spirit within 
us thAt cries out for the Lorf to come ~nd consumm~te the work 
with resnrd ta us. 

The Bridec,r;:,om c m2 whil2 they ,rent to 1·my, -ond those that 
wure re:,dy, with their lnm7..1s of testimony shinine;\ they were the 
ones wh-, went in :~_nd, oh saC'. thouc•;ht, the d0or wns shut. It 
h~· cl been the dci.y of opportunity, but n,Jw thr· t w:-:..s ::x,.st, the door 
was shut, :;_nd when Goel. shuts the dunr, who c:m opc•n it? 'l'he 
foolish vir ins c=1mc and besought an entr~nca but thu Lord □aid, 
'·I know you n,,t,;. fIE: kn,:,wn His shee;:) c1.n,1 cnlls them by no.moo 
They are His, but He :oes n·t know these foolish virsins who are 
mnRquern.dinf-, cimonl',st the wir,e ones :•s if chey ,,,ere it to be 
nttend~nts at the Dritlol feast. 

Well now, the next ~~rahle is n lon8 one but may l s~y a 
little ;i½out it, mainly to noint out the distinction hetw~en it 
-nd the first we s,lOko ,- f. Here we h, , ve not two servo.nts 
mentioned, hut we have thre. The lord is 3oing nway and he 
delivers of his ~oods to his servnnts. He is omniscient, t~ot 
is t,) sny he kn,)1JS ox2ctly wh:-,t is our c, ,;"city nnd not only rmr 
cr,~1acity '.)ut our ,lestiny. Ile know13 us thorou:_:;hly ,·nd 1,rlrnn Ho 
\Hspen•-;ed the gifts to those serV;J.nts he ·. nve them 1c:ccording to 
their ahilitv. e rnve five tnlents tu one, nnd two tn another 
ancl r•ne to .:i. third. He did nut make a mist:,_ke ,:ncl r~ive one 
talent t•J the first one. Ee distributed the talents in II is 
wisd~m, And then he went away. 

Now the husincsG ,,f thuse serV('ntn wns to tr~lde with those 
tnlents, with their lord's soods. It was something they hnd 
received from him ~n0 they were t 0 mnko use of them in the period 
of his c:bs(nco, •nd l1e left it entirely to them to do. He ho.d 
fitted them, he hnd iven them the c~~itnl to so into business, 
and they were tu go 1nd 0ros~or nnd tr de. They hud the lord's 
money •nd they wer, tG use th~t moneyo 



Pe ople do not use mo n e y in tho h , ,use, they use it outside 
the h ouse, nnd h e r o we h · ve the s e rvice o f the children of God 
outsi(:c the h ous e . ,:e 'r ,) here in this worl d which is domirn:-ted 
by :-:.,·, t c: n :rnd we :e re hcr0 t o 1)resent the Gos 0)el of Christ 1-vhich 
c~n s a ve the worst mun 2 livc ~t the presdnt moment, none exceJted. 
'rhere is n r:;01,re r in the ,.rn rk 0f the Lor e.'.. Jesus Christ to s .·, tisfy 
the n""ctl o f e n ch o ne who comes. 

The m~n with the five talents w~nt dili cuntly to wo rk nnd 
~ouhl e d what he received, he ~ot ten t~lents. and s0 did the 
one wh o receiv ed h,o, h e ,, ctnc.1 ll'::.; t o his ;ne: 1.sureo I think t hn t 
is th e r;r e;, t th c, u c:ht f o r us ~11. ;Jo n u t sit down ;· nc1 ,on de r -
Ihv c I fiv ,: t .:::l c nts, o r b n , :ri r>w ,nr:ny t ~ l e ntG h ·, v c I ? - do n o t 
W,'1Gt e tineo ... ,et c, n with wh· · t Y') U >u ve. Us e th0 t ,:i lcnt. It 
is only inod JS it is u 8 e ~ . Mone y , in the p roper sense of the 
term, is of no v •lue in itself, rcl2 tivcly, I mc~n. The silver 
coin th t y ou h ,JV(, , th e s hilliw~, i n n :,t worth a Ghillin ;:: . You 
can buy a ~5hillinr;; 's ;,1 ,., rth o f · 00ds with it, c 0rt ~inly, but the re 
is n u v ,, lue in th (: coin itself. l mc,J~ i o n thi, t :fn ct th ·· t we 
-0hculd n •·,t be ~. t ,,11 ho1stful if we h·· e ."\ f uw t ~lentr,. H1vc 

y ,u been usin:r: them? 'rh s.: cc i.s W ) virtue in the thin f; s 
th 0mc~lves. The virtue i s in th0 use thnt is m0de 0 f them, nnd 
we ~r 0 r e s ~1n n •,; i 1Jle bcc .'7. u ,se t he:: Lor (~ is c on, in ,-,;. 

No w ve find in the New ~ostnme nt thnt when the Lord went 
away He ~nve z ifts. There ~re tho special ~ifts thnt He gave in 
His church, ½ut I nm n o t r c furrin c t o th ose n ow. He G'Ve c ifts, 
t o e v e ryo ne d iff e rent. This o ne in th~t wGy, ~nd th~ t one in 
~noth~r w~y, ~G w0 fin d in Corinthin ns. ~here is the f~ct thn t 
the Lor(l ho.s tt iv ,:, n tu all of us, not C\!O ,1likc, but He has 
bestowed the g ift ;,.cc,·:rdin~ to the i.'.hili ty 1:.1 ,: h:wc, '., s He s0es 
it. He :u lecte \l .',.:-,ul o f .L'a rsus fur c. ,_, :i rticul" r 1;;o rk, nnd 
Tirro thy ,,nd Titus were s o l e cte c f; , r c\ d i ff, _, rc,nt work. 'l'hey h n d 
the ·, hili ty .'.1i1d they had ,sr: ,i·•1ethins thn t '·"" s bcstowe(l U:) 0 11 them 
1'Y the Lord, and He s:-ii c.l_ t o T'imo i: hy, 11 }\f0gl e ct not the ;_,;ift tha t 
is in thcen, crnc1. :: ;,:.in in t 11 e Seco nd istle ,i ,'.;tir u p the c;ift 
o i God which is in the e': . · ·c h .'.1 ve ,'.1 · · ift o f some kine., somethinf_; 
bestowe d nn us by the Lo rd, :J.n d where ., r e we t ,·.· use it ? Not in 
the house, i•1e h ::i.vc he :0,n s 1)c: 1 kin,'., ;:Jvrn t tha t, hut ou tside, e;e ttinc; 
somethins fresh fnr our Lord. 

'. fhen the lor <J c ·.me, thl: r c w,, s th,, da y o f reckeninG. The 
The serv~nts c o.ms before h ~m ,ntl G~ Ve ~n a cc o unt. Th e man with 
five t " le.nts s::-.. i d "Lo r d , he r e ".re t e n tnlcnts, ·• h o. t tho u ho s t 
iven me, h.:tvc becr.,;w tun.1. An 11 the lord s.., id, di-Jell d::)ne. 

Br;-i.vo · - "good :·rnc1 :f.-:>ithful servo. nt ·· . G,, :,,}'· - bec2..use h,, h~d 
1-,e(;n dc1 inr·_ c;oud , his lif e h "" d ' 0 e en (;oo d n. n ,:!. h is ,1ctions, ,7.n (.1 his 
s 0:, rvico, - •·nnd f ,, i thf Pl s 0 rv :1 n t ir. 

Thon he s '.1.id more - i,thou llnGt 1,een fni thful ,w o r ., few 
thin ~s, I will m~ke thee ruler ov e r ~~ny thincs: enter thou into 
the j uy c f thy lord·'. Tlh, first thine is tho Lord's ,:,. ;ipro vci.l, 
I d o w:-.t \.nnw ,,, h a t yr.,u think ecti(:Ut it, 1,ut .i think th ,: be ~,t Tl •'Tt 
of it is the L,'.J r ,., 's c , , :•1 n d :-, ti n ·· ' ' \; 0 11 <: one · o Our brethren (·: o 
n::,t ,:,_lw7ys 1:;iv8 us C •_;m;c,;:; nc] , ti,,n ,1.ncl if th e y di d they p ro'vthly 
'TOUld n,) t know ,.,,hetl1er it w,~s ri r; bt" 'l'hey mi ,ht m.:,}( c a mist :::,.ke 
about it, hut it is the Lord th~ t p rnisc s our servic e and when He 
s<1.ys n· e ll done'', lie me". ' S it, :rnr: I think it is b ,,. tt e r thn n 

i1nythinc;. 
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But He does not sto:) tl1 c re. He n ,t :-:inly com.-•,endG, but He 
rewn rds. ;1Thou hast been f ,:, i thful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over mnny thin f3' 1

• •
1Ov,,r ~ f e w thingsn - thou hc\.st 

done:" little wo rk in th -.t out·-•) f-thc- ,J,ty c ,)rne r of the viney:·rd 
and souls h:-..ve 1:leen broui·ht to Chri:3t - "I will m·ll<:8 thGe ruler 
over mrc,ny thinc; s'·•. 'l'hose th - t ,, re the off-sc ouring of the we>rld, 
will tnke the ir pl ~ce in the h 2Pvcnly se~ t of ~o ve ~nment, t o rule 
for the Lord. nKnow y e n -Yt th -- t we :sh:0 11 jud!:;e :,nc;;__;ls';. The 
Lord haG mnhy :p L-ic e s n f h un o ur f•) r us in His ki::1 3:dcm nnd the pL1ce 
we shn ll take there de pe nds UJon the wny we use the tnlents He h a s 
given us. 

Then there is the other sife ~fit. There wn s th2 t terrible 
mnn wh o h 'ld th e one t a lent . It d i r1 net r1a t tvr th :::. t }i •,; unly he.cl 
one t a lent. He simply hnd less thnn those who h'ld the five n nd 
th s t 1m, l)Ut th0 thine; w:is he c1 i, 1 nut use it,he ho. cl n't ci. he ,,rt 
f c, r his m:-,_stero If t he lord had c; iv e n him ten tc'.l vnts, he would 
J-nve buried them jiwt the G'me, if he c ·,u Jd hnve f ound ,7. pl:).Ce big 
enouch to hold th em He did not wnnt to serve his lo r d. He 
r.n id ·' 'J'hou :1- rt :1 hc'.rd m."' n • , ,7_1'.l'

1 this he ,5 :::.id t c, the lord to his 
L,ce. 11h t rm ,-.ffrunt to ffiO!'k to his lord in thc. t w::-,.y ! He 
m.'1c1-e thf·, excuse ii 'i'ho u ,": :rt :tn hn r r1 m.-::-n , r e:i pin, , ,,,h e re th :Ju h ;::is t 
not sown, nn\1 ?nth •:J rin ::; where th•:lU ru•.s t not str,".110d" . 'l'h:J t is to 
say, he did n 0 t aow himself hut when it c ~mc to th0 re ~J ine;, he 
re : )C-3 '. \nothe r mc:,n' s --.nd n o t merely v }; :--_ t ,..,,, s c.' u e to him, -- :, where 
thou h'1 st not str:.~we th · t is ''str:cn"' · .-:ft8r the uhe ,--,t has be ,, n 
t,·k e n out of it. 

So he t,cid "l w s -fr .:7. id, :1.nd w<::·n t ;:tncl hid thy t ,, lent in the 
c ·, rth; lo, the re thciu h ,:1. st th t is thine ;, . It W,?.S the h0 -, rt tho. t 
could not sec ony reason for servinc t he Lord Jesu s Christ. Thnt 
is the sum ~ n d substnnc e o f this mq n . Does it~~ ,ly t o y 0u, or 
tu me?· Let us f ce it,, IL~vc we :such love ,,nrJ re :; ·::rd for our 
Lor d Jesus ChriGt, h~vc we s uch devnti 0 n to f{im, thu t by His ~r~ce, 
we c □ nno t do t o,) much f o r Hi m, in the h uus ~ o r outside. E3ch one 
has his p l~ce which the Lord ha s given him, ~nd we ,re to ha f~ith­
ful in it, ;:, rn'l_ we C," ,1no t he f . .-,_i thful in it unless •JC h c-. ve a true 
he2rt for Christ. 

If l fnil t n ma k<:: myself nlnin in otlh) r m.·_tter t:~nir;ht, I 
hop e 1 ma y impress this up cn you. The Lord is lcwkinS' ur,on our 
herirts ' · ,:: re t,_mi ght and lie wn nts t o !r._n ,w (Bc C:toe s knnw but he 
woulc1 h .~_vu y• ) U t0 know) wheth ,:,r c:' ch \>nc o f us .is true to Him '!ho 
ii::; c c,min,,'.. -1-'h,Jre ·r :: n,-it m8. ny r:1oment .c; l ef t fnr '°' (~rvice ·~nd :,,e 
must be ½usy ~nd sn \tch the mcments ns th e y cnme , buy U ) the time, 
rn- 1;:e nn eff,,rt tri use 0very mom e nt 2,_s it cornc,s, for the Lord is 'J.t 
h , 1ndo ·Jhen E,2 · h u s c ·._rchc::, the he -,rt -, n d r ~ins c omes, then ,,,e 
sh~ll he --,r T~is ,.,rord ;1 i th re ;:;·1 rd to 1,t1 r lives since we h:i.ve kn,:,wn 
tho Lor(:. 1:.0 h::ts ::,iv en us :·tcrn:-il life ·" ncl nn inh eri t .. 1ncc 
incorru ,tihle " ncl uncl ct il e ,1, th,0 t f:,c1_cth not r-,_ wc:.y. 1.r h:::i t h o. s He 
not don~ for yau ~nd f or ma What ~ re we doing for Him? 
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Re ading: 2 fe t c r iii. 14-18. 

In these v 0 rs e s th0r~ are certa in exhort~tions ndd r essed 
t o us, br-sed U!JOn wh.,t the ,:i.]'.)ostl<J h:ls b rou .\ht forw2crcl in this 
.lEpistl(~. Now, P e ter s-:-)c;1.ks of th0 c o ming of the Lord in two 
ways, ½oth of which h ~vc 2 Jrnctic~ l benrinG upon ourselves. 
Ha s , e~ks sli g htly, by the way, ns it wera, treatinc it as a 
doctrine thn t every child of Go~ kn ows th~t the Lord Jesus Christ 
is comin r; as the Bri::;ht nn c: Horninp; '.:i t ~r, ::in d he .i. lso sp 0,1 ks more 
full of the c o min p: o f ,)Ur Lord J e u s Christ t o est:,l;lish His 
kingdom nf ri i hteousness nd ven ce in t he e~ rth. Jo th thes e 
truths a re necescnry f o r us to knov ~n~ to hol 1 , nnd t o allow 
t he ir prnctic~ l bc~r in~ up o n our circumst nnces, and I t h ink both 
thes e truths h nve a s ve ci n l opplic~ti o n to us at this ~resent time. 

The first is t he c nminc of the Lo rd Jesus Christ for His church 
ns th e hope t h~ t i s set before the y ounces t ~eliever. It is so 
se t f orth becn usc itwis o f such a sim~ lo n ~ture thn t e ven, ns it 
w2r t , ~ itho ut a k n 0~l e Cse of th e scriptures as a whole, ~n d 
c c rt n inly witho ut a kn owl ofcc n f ~r o~hc cy a t a ll, t here mn y be in 
the h c::trt ;:~ che rishe;.l_ l ongin.:_,_~ fc,r t he im, iGd i :, te c umins of the 
Lord. ihero ~ust, of c ourse, be t he m~ tter o f th e souls 
resp,,nsibili ty he fon~ Got} GottlecL ·.i:h c: r o must 1, c;. . the c t0 nv e rsi,m 
t<J God from idols o f '.vh,-:,tever srirt, th e re must be th e: Llllo,1inc; of 
the Lord Jesus, but mor0 than th~ t it is not necessary to know, 
e,~cept just this, thn t the Lord h « s ,s t n ted most emr1h.::>tic :1. lly ::md 
clearly th~ t as sur e ly n ~ Ho went away, s o surely He is c o min~ 
2[>: in. It is not '-' mn tt :: r of un c1c, r s t :1ndin2~ the scri p ture s .-:-..t 
all hut there is the f ~ct o f Hi s c o ming , ~n d we my b e a s s ured of 
this th~ t His c r:11 f o r us may ~e e v e n ~it h in the next few months. 
If we cL nr; t heli e v e th,1. t, we h :J ve n o t y e t ;~ r rw :•e •~ the p r.:1ctic ,'11 
truth of the Lor i] 1 

S c ,:, mL.1[~ f -1 r l"!is church " 

Ther is ~ re~ s on f0r this, but it is n t necessa ry tha t 
we should underst rmc'. this in o:ci'er t o enjoy the hope. 'l'hc r c is 
,...._ re ;).S 'in. Goc1 dces n· ·,t de ,·1.r1ythinf: without , reason, n nd the 
h ope o f the Lor c1 ' :: c o ming for 1'is church is ;shown :.; eci .:-;i lly in 
th e ccri7turos to lie i ndepenfen t ent irely o f wh~t God is c oinc t a 
do f o r the 1·wrld . God menns t o net th i s wc, rl ,'. r i ht. He m;1c.e 
it ·1.n c). f a shi oned it ::rnd :~c 1-i;:·s n ) Ur·;)ose with res· r d t n it. He 
s ~t our fi rst , ~ rents u p0n the c 2 rth to m~ n ·~e it fo r Him . They 
w~r c CGnsti tut e,] His vic c-r~e r ents h ;~ re u ·:.,,, n t he e,rth a ncl n. 11 w~•s 
? Ut in subjection to th e m. But they f e ll into sin. They 
cli c;,,'1e yed, :->..nd ,sin h o.,0; h e ld them in bon dP'[r,e ev,~r sinc e. 

God beholds ~11 th~ t Pnd His n urpo s e is to set it ri pht nnd 
t o m,-:1k e the world f ,:' ir a nd fnshion .•1Jl e - L-u:;;hi,:m. bl e in the e y e s 
') f he :v e n, the s ,') i r i t o f h (i,~.v .:·n sh. ·: .l 1:ic here uncm th ~ (, ., rth. 

I . 

i h ~ t is GoJ s d0f init e obj e ct nnd ~ur~oG1i , ~ ~J J roph c c y deals 
with th is. 1"rom Ge n e sis to ;/0v c l n ti o n th ,J c,rcnt sul)ject is 
th '.1t tha t kin ,:,dom is ;:•;o in ,· to he s ; ... t u :) h e r u a nd 1lc h i7.S :~ ive n it 
to One ',lho c -. n c ;' r r. y it out. M0 ny a time h:i.s Goe: ~-; iv e n th e p owe r 
0 n tl rul e into the h ~ nds 1• f men ~ nct 0very t ime th ~y h a v e di s honoured 
;: im, they h ove ~bu se d the power g ive n to t he m, Gnd instea d of 
;·lorifyi:1!,; th,:: Gf)rl of he 'VGn ·• o set them in their plac e , they 
hnve used the nower f, :,r their 1)wn :1 ,,,i;1~r1 11 cl ismcnt, nnd to th e.- cruel 
f:,rindi1v" cl , vm Jf t 11 use under th e ir , .. uth <J rity. But God h a s r; ivcn 
His kin .'; dom '-~ our L,1 r d :rnc1 .'; a viour J esus Christ a nd thRt note 
run s throu :3:hout t he .• ; -is t l e s o f :, e t e r. 
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You rememh ~r the k eys o f the kin3dom of th e hc~vens wer e 
g iv en pnrtic ul a rly t o J e te r , ~n Q t he ~or d a s soci~t ed the Giving 
of th~t position t o Pet e r with his own confe □ si on tha t He was 
the Son o f th e livin.c~ Goc1 . To : 'c t :c r He ~t,ve t he l~eys o f the 
1, in -:;d,J m, ,~_nd 1:1 2 fi nd _;' .~ t e r no t only u s in · t he s e keys .:i.t the 
he ginning c•f th e se ttins un o f the church, hut you find h im, in 
his ep i s tl es, instructin~ the ca int s of God ·hout th~t '.cin~dom. 
You s ec ',v8 ou:)1t t o k1Y•w, ,.,hen we lo e, k U '.JO n t he world, wha t is 

· . , - " l' f ·1 . n· r· ' h c o inG en . \ e ~re in u o0 s a mi y, 1 11 n i s c on : i c enc e , we a ve 
His Book which conta ins Ui s se c r J ts, qis purpo ses ~nd p l a ns and 
we k now e xactly whnt i s th 0 counse l o f His will a nd ~s we l ook 
out upon the worl d , we s e o thi nc s s l owl y a nd incvit~h ly s hnpin~ 
themse lv0s t owa r ds the a cc omplishinc o f God 's }Urp ose s wi th r e g ' e 
to t his earth. li e l ook upon t h0 vwrl d 2..s 11 einG n o t " of it ;;, by 
the mercy o f the Lor d . In our h ea r t s , t he Vay S t□ r hns ~lren dy 
risen. The Me rnin~ 3 t a r shines in our h e 0 rts, and ri ~ht eous ness, 
,eac e and nll thos e th inBs th ~t will s hine in the kin s dom, 
t hrou chout the Vill 2nium, ~r e kn0wn t o us n ow. ~e ha v e t he 
bless e Gness o f them in our he~rt s , a nd the thin~ th a t k e ops us 
ri ht i s the b l tc:ssod !' ,, r s nn of our Lor d J esus Christ. 

Now thi s wo.s shcwn t o 1-' n t e r soon :1 f t e r h e rece ived thr, t 
ndministrnti 0n o f the k eys of th e ki ngdom o f h ea ven. Six dnys 
a ft o:r , th e Lo r d t ook u ~, int o the Mou:1t, l ,· t c r, J'.lm es a nd John 
a nd the r e , He was tra nsf i \ ure d he f or c t hem. Mos e s ~nd Elia s 
a;Jpen re '.1 t here also hut the wonde r o f won de t·s wn s tha t the 
Shek in2h s lory ~ ~~ 0~r ed t he r e ~nd i t w~s upon th e bl es s e d pe r son 
o f J eRus Christ, the Son of God . It had no t bee n s een sinc e 
Ezeki e l' s do y but there it wa s u~on th e blesse d Na n, Christ J esus. 
Moses 'rnd 1:-:lins 11e r e c onv ersin;~ with Him ns t 0 His r1 e ::c th which He 
s houl d nccomplish n t J e rusn l e m. ih~t wns the meaning o f it a ll? 
The thr e e di s cip l es we r e c on f ound~~ ~nd th e y f e - rc rl a s the y 
~nt e r ed int o the cloud . They slep t i n the p l r ce o f da zzlins 
;; lory . They d icl nn t un ·:e rr_;t:u1d , unti ·1 th t➔ y hcnrd th e V<)ice f rnm 
he r~ven, the vo ic e o f t he 1'r•. t h C:: r ,:;ivin ;-:; h ,·m,iur n. ncl s l ory t o His 
be l ov ed ,'.>o n "This is my bcl ,we d i'..> on, in 1r1 h om I nm wt:: 11 }) l eased -
he a r Him o1 . 

This visi on, fe t e r tell s u s , was~ t ~hlc ~u nf the comin CT 
kin .dom, o f t he powe r 2.nd c omi n0 o f ,1ur Lor d J esus Christ to 
est.'., bl.i.sh Hi s lc in:,clo m. It w:-c s dis ,l t yc, d 1,e f c,n=, the eyes of 
th os e thr ee d i s cip l e s nnd the wo r ds mos t needed b y those discip l e s 
a nd most ;1.ec-c.l f o r us t O('RY r:re t h8 t wo ,,10 r <1s ;'h c,,. r Him; · o 

The di scip l es we r e cli ::turbcd b y the f nct thz-- t the Son o f m,:i.n 
W '1 S t o ,.~i c , th ,·, t li e wou l d be c1 e liv e r e c1. u :i to the chi of prie,st s rind 
to the Ce n til es , t h ,t He would di e :~.nc~ w-;u ld ri s e ,' ,~c- in the t hird 
d '.l yo ~hey could not un ~~r t 2nd it, hu t t hey he1 r d th e F~th or 1 s 
wor ,~.G - 1 ·hc -,r Li im " . Do you ,,c:rnt tc, kn ,w t he centrn l truth c's bout 
t he comin:: ,; f th e Lcr •.1 0' 0sus 0 hri ·t i n c ,,nr,e: cti <m with His kin r:rlom -
he~ r Hi m. It is no t s o much t te li s teni ~~ t o His voic e , hut 
hn.vinr.; Him 11 0-f' ore us " l i li ,~l rin,; the Lor cl J·e sus'' mc.·: rns having Him 
,-:t e -~d fn st ly "before our min ,1,s. The (.; Vent s ,:_, f ,i :1 ily lif e bri ne: up 
bvfore us fir s t c;n8 r:r c .- , t j) Crson:1 ,,,c: ,'. ncl th en ,'.l no th ,.:: r nnd we l ook 
upon th e s e peo pl e who 5e e m to be cw'.7 y i n the destini es of t he wo rld 
nnd we wonde r, and : iscuss the m, nnC we do no t un0~rstnn<l how 
thinc s ~.r e pl ,~nning . It is 'occ nu ,, e we do not 19 he·~r Him ·; . 'l'he 
Br c , t th i n8 f0 r us a ll i s t o h ~v .:: our henrts fix e d u~on the Lord 
J e,'3U S Chr ist '-./ho i c L he :J e n ;om:l solut ion \l f n llkhe diff :i. cul ties 
th,0 t ther ,: ,.r e i n thi s w;)rl d . 
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Sin i □ r n m,nnt n monz the n t· tions o f the ~~ rth a nd it displays 
it se lf, ,~n c1 the po '.'Ur of t he s :1i nts of ~ oc~ t o ,·es ist th2 inrush 
o f evil is i11)(:; li t;ibl E: 1--,ut our c,ycs :t r (., u';on t h2 (,ne ' /h o is in the 
c lory o f Gof, u~ n Vhose bles0cd brow the Shekinah 3 lory rests, 
\Jho is over a ll God blus~ed f o r ~v 2r, n nd He has in His b l e ssed 
h ~n ds the powe r to Cel iv er th e wor l d f r o m Gvil, t o b rine t o pns s 
the kinc dom of the i ~ thc r, to ri d the w~rl d o f the p,wr o f s~tn n 
n nc: t o es t :,b lish ri ;<,hteousness o.ncl pe ·:s ce h e r 0 on the ,,:;·-,rth. '.i.1hen 
will the ~s~ lm bu fulfi l l 0d th~ t r i :ht e ousness a nd ,e~c e shall 
k iss e ·ch othe r. It c ~n only be wh ~n evil iG put ~w~y th~t 
ri~htoousness nnd pe~ ce c~a kiss. Solon \ n s evi l is in this 
wo r ld , ri s ht eousncss o~st judge it . llow c o n u ri gh t eous God in 
he:1ven :;)nf;s o v e r sin . 1 /e know 11 th01-1 [~h h :.:.nc1 join in h o.nd , th e 
wicked shnll not b e unpunished ' . ~h e pcn.-, lty must be p:.:.id o.nd 
wh0n it h ns 1,e :n ;_i :, i (~ , t h,"n th e rh,,.-,_ cc wiJ l c ome , mo rcy n nd pcc ce 
will fiJ.l t he 8'1r t h, ,-: n d it is th e, Lord \ 1J._o is r;,,in;~ t c <fo it. 

I ,.1sk y ou, :J.s I nsk Myself, cs,n I trust my Lo r d to d,~.·1. l with 
these -:rc.,t n t L rn .. : l :, r oh l <:: rns in Uis ,:, wn time ·: C"m He , \-Jill He, 
i s lie r, ' le t o se t 0veryt h ing ri ; ,h t, t<; b rine: c un c c-r Li GV:; r ywhcr e , 
or ~re yo u l ookins 2 t so m0 conc omit~nce of avents tG hrinG ~bout 
~ s a tt lcd ,e2 c c 0o, it is n ll in th e h ~nds of t he Lo rd J esu s 
Christ " n,1 if w0; do not l e ,'rn nny t li ine; mor2 t ni 1) 1t, it i s coo<) 
to c: e: t th ,t w,,11 tJ.uvm int o our her,rts. I spc - k u,s:Je ci ~~l ly to 
my y ,mnc fri ends . 1:-ly h(,ld of it f ,.,r y nur life . i1d for the 
p e: ,:, ce l) f y c ur h_ .. , rt th., t th e Lord JE:sus Chri1:t i s first ccrn in::; 
t o t nke uc t o ~1 imse lf --..nd then .u ::; will t r, k e n ll th e obs ti1rte 
n n J s inful e l eme nt s o f thi s worl ~ n cl de nl with the m. 
(2 Thc s 3 . i . 7- 9). ~h~ t i s~ sett l e~ thins. I c a n l cnve it 
th e r e: , ,,n<' trust Him t n 1,u i Jc, m~ tt r 1:: ::-r m thi.s ,1resent momen t 
up to th9t mome nt when thinss will be p ut ri c ht. 

b0 the apost l o r efe r s to these thincs in th e f irst ch : n t e r. 
He s n ys thn t the worf of p ro~h e c y w~G m~: e s ure b y the pe r sonnl 
rt: Vel.':'.t i o n rn ·c1e u :,,:m th ,~ ho ly rnmm t . "'de h :· ve n -:; t fol lowed 
cun,1 ing ly d. e v ir;ec: :i:'.c' hlc:s, ••• 1)Ut wer q rc,,,itnc :ses o f His m:1 j es ty 1• • 

You see if we h ::i v .: :_o t -::hou lut e c onf i ·lenc,- in our Lo rd J esus Christ, 
then we hnv e ?eoce in our souls. It is ~11 very sim,le re~lly. 
It i s like ,-, litt le chi ld , put tine; i tG h~,nr1 i n t o th e h :,_n c1 o f the 
f~the r o r mo t he r, ~ n~ 211 i s we ll. It sim7 l y trusts. It dous 
nu t know, or unc'er,;, t .".ncl, hu t ' 1 D:::clc1 y kn,-1w:,;;, •1Mummy k nows ,; ;7 nd the 
littl e c ne is ..-, t re,s t. ,,Je shuulcl 'ic like th ·: t .•nc1 then we h v e 
ncn c e in our he ~rt s wh ich c ~nnot be ~urch ~s 0 a o r f ound ~nywher o , 
bvt which is within inctn nt r o ' ch <J f our f 1. ith. 

No 11 t hci ii.post l e }'.~ t er s"lys wh.~t i s ,'.o ins nn in this worl d 
up t o the ti me when th e 1': in:0 dcm will be r e v eale d. In th e s e c o n d 
ch~pter, he s,e~ks c f th e f~lae tc~chers thn t will come in amon~ 
the s ~ ints ~nd l e~d then ~way. He foes not spe1k sa much ."hout 
e rroneous t <:: ·chini: C\S Jude th,cs , but h0 :,1)e ,~k3 .~_bo ut th e f ci ls e 
t e· chin;_~s th -·.t L ,.,,c: t.-> evil livin ;, t ,.~ immor,,1 liv a s, to o '1noxious 
th:ine;s , which the wc>rld c overs U ) 'nd m"kes ,o. llow,:rnce f c) r but 
which i s oµen befor e Go~'s ey es . !~ rly ~ 11 f ~ l sc t e~ching 
l cPds t o evil livin - it must ½e so buc nus e CJ1 rist is unknown. 
It wns so in 1;:noch's d 0 .ys zrnc1 it will l) c so ' g rnno 

Now in the t h ird ch~~ ter, he s pe~ k s ~~out ~nether thine thGt 
will t a ku ;1 1 0. cc - v cr cses 3-1+. .1.'h is s;:ie ks o f ;irofcssinti 
chriGti ,rns who h .~,v e t heir ;-;hilos,iph ,irG who know not God, a nd 
who loo k u rio n this worlrl ns ;' se ttl ed thin p; . 'l'he y s,1y its l nws 
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~re fixed nnrl it will ~con workin~ ~utom~ tic~lly, like a piece 
of mcch~nism, such as 3 clock. It h~s ½e e n rran~ed to BO on 
and nothinc will h ~pp en or intorf~re with it. They s~y th~t 
those ~hn t~lk of the ~romis e o f th e c nm ing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ a re f oo ls, ~cop l e to b e scoff ed ~ t a nd ri d icule d . Such 
thine;s nre n o t ,t ,•11 uncommon toe! 'Y o 'i'his is ,, m.c·terictli,stic 
nge if ever ther ~ w~s one. Th 0rc hns he en the Bronze AGe ~nd 
the Stone ~ss , a n d this i s the a~c of mech~nism. Mens' h ~ndiwork 
is ex:, ltec1 to 1)e th e en;:;ines of destruction ,, ,,-,\inst his L?llowsu 
God is left out of it and the cominc 0 f the Lord i s cunsi~ered 
" pr~~pnsterous thnu c;ht, only th .:: c!r v" m o f ,' ninny, o. pe rs,m 
1.1ithout n ny s,~n:c;e :· t ,,11. ;~o they f, c of f .··. t the c ,·irn L1v of the ' _, 
Lord just as they scoff a t the f□ ct o f Gads omni s cienc e of the 
thin r~s th,t .:re ' :. ni ng on n c;w in the wu rlcL 

The f a ct s of divine history show th~t God is not unmindful 
of whn t is ~o ing o n in th e e~rth. ~oo k ~t the ~• rly dnys, 
hefo r ,. tlH1 Fl') ' ,Jo In · 11 thr:. t lon:"; ,eri·,t~ .l' rm11 acl .'.'1. m t o No.·th, 
c: vil mul thilied on th" e ::. rth until th e inm .ino tion of men I s 
he ;rts w,1s only evil conti,rn.· lly and Goel in he 'Ven could bear it 
n o lon e r. But il e :1;1nounceL1 His C(0 min e; . OnG th •us ,~nd ye:1rs 
:1. fter Ad,· ,m lived in ·Xen, Enoch lived nd w,'.' lked with God ::rncJ to 
~:noch God confide c1 his ,ur;Jose:. ii ,• · cld Lnoch th:' t the Lorcl 
woP.l d come with myrL,d,s of llis huly on oG to e xcc-:.it e jucI ,::mr, nt u ~o n 
the 2nrth. But seven huaJreJ yea rs ~en t o n nntl the jud~mont h ~ d 
not come, ,ncl thure 1-1cr u scuff.:, rs in No7.lt' s ,:.·"Y 1 1ho mocked .:et the 
iden th~ t God was ~oin~ t o judge the worldo It went on for seven 
hundre d ye ~rs be f ore the \J aw f e ll ~n d then it wn s thn t the world 
which stood out of the w□ ters b the word o f God ~ t the he~inning, 
was overflowed by th7t s r me w~ter and ~11 livinc souls ~erished, 
,,xcep t thos e in the :\ rko t 'o r seven hunclred y ::n.rs, the lonr_;;-
sufferin~ of Go~ waited in the d,y s o f no~h. Goa was a low t o 
:'m.c:er, not willin;; th·,t ·my sh oulc: ,)8rish t: nd fter all th,,t 
time th (, re wGro ,, nJ.y (~i · ht ):; rs ·_; ns in the n rk ·· thr:: rest purished. 
God. w:., i ted ~11 th.• t ti:ne fc1r e i ?;h t ;o;:)uls. 'rh,t is hn w ,,e ho.ve 
to look ~tit. In thcG e time s , we Gee evil rising , the tide 
ri.sing hic;he r ·i nr1 hi r;her e v ry d:-.y, .··-i_ rn1 v:e s::1y ;;,.,hy ·'oe s not 
the Lord c nme and m~k e ,n nd of it a ll''. ~he l o n g -suff e ring of 
Goc.1 l.'.f." its, l-i.0 is not \villinc th ~.t " DY r;houl <l K risho God is 
not wil 1 in ~ th~t the worst, th e most ~ 1Jonin ~ble tyrn nt upon the 
f ,'.',ce o f th e e,r th sh oul d :)e rish. i,e w.: it s t o s, · ve. 1.'he 1onc;-
suffe rint·: o f c,ur Lord is st: lv., ti • .. n. Hnve y, ·- u evc., r thou e:ht of 
th~t? Th~t is wh~t this e~istlu te ~ cheG us. Evil is so 
o.ctive a nd nm inant, th ·t susyi.cions rL, :11, t t o ,.,rise in our 
he-,rts - surely God mus t h -:c ve for, ,ott\;,)n, sure ly He cnnnot have 
seen thisa multitudes of r~fucees, al l the mi ery ~nd suffcrinB 
thr•t <J.bouncls, .·.111 the terrib7 e thin :2:s th:1.t -. re t ~:kinc ;.Jl o. ce! 
Yet wickedness flows on and nothing seems t o hop en . Surely God 
c ~ nnot k now. Has such n thou 3ht stolen into your hc ~rts r '.Jhnt 
is the answer to it 211? God is lon~-suff~rin~o He looks nt 
t he One Jho tlied a n C2lv n ry's Cross nnd u po n the f 2 cc of His 
n n o inted n t His ri : ht h ~nc 1n d hew-its n little l on ~er. ~he 
,:,o sp ;:; l of mercy sh,-. 11 u;o forth yot ·, _/ :tin, n ncJ th(:rc sh,,11 be 
souls her0 7ild th e: r 0 , nnd ev(.)ry 1 ·her e :,n.·, tched fr,)m the 1Jurninfj 
int o the ~re ~ t s~lv~tio n of God. 

L ., t us l r.; ck ,'.'..t things with Gr).:~
1 s eyer;o Let us n c: t 

only uf ,mrE,el ves, o r ('Ur own c omfort ;:; nd ;)e ,, ce :,nd wh;:: t 
suitable to us. ';Jh:' t is Gol-: '.loin ,_.; , th2t i s the T,)Oint '' 

think 
is 

He is 
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savinr souls. ~n d whn t is th8 v ~lue of n s oul. How can y ou 
mo ,0 Gure i t ·i' Unly by Him Wh o (liul rm the Cross r1n,1 th:1 t is 
God' G own Son, n.nd b2c;-,use thR t hl cod spea ks b tt e r thin;}S th.'J.n 
th , t o f ,,he l, t he i. i (:e of jud/ mc nt is h el tl b ,, ck and it does n o t 
f"' 11 u ::, on this ::;ui 1 ty, lost wc rlc1 • All th:, t, n nd much more, 
is tau cht in thes e scripture s but we can only refer t o them 
~en0r ~lly th~ t we mny sec vp a n whnt a s o li d , substu ntic l 
.roundw,>r!-{ the ::>. ) o stle rri ::,kes h is exh,) rt , ti on t o us. 

The dny of the Lord is t o come, hut Ho holds bnck that 
d,--:\ y full o f judr me nt f o r the wicke d , th , t rlo.y which will 1,rinrr, 
the unholy ~nd th e unjust to the place of ne rditi on. He w~its 
in orrler thr t souls m~y b e s ~v e d. 

Indc: e r~, the 1v1ostlc l ooks fo rw.~r (1 [:till further, ,rnd 
s·;enks not o nly of the dn. y cf the Lon'. , b; :t of the dr:y of God. 
In the d~y of the Lord, evil will b e Gubdued und e r the p ower o f 
th~t sce~tre which wi ~lds it s strc n s th from the Thro ne, 
wickedness will b G s up J r es s ed , Sat~n will n o t h e th0ro with his 
tnmpt ·tions, 0 nd ther .: will h 0 pc-.c c ,, nd l) ros-;iority fr om one 
0nd o f the e ~rt h t o th e o th0r. but the r e will still he 0vil 
in the h 0-:rt of mD. no ._inly those who he:::,.r ,nd 1·,.:; liev2 ··.nd o re 
born as~ in will be utterly immune fr om th e t2mpt2 tions of Sata n 
when he is l e t l oose i'G~ J n at the e nd o f t he thous ~nd y ears. 
~hcrv 11 il l . b e multitudes wtc will f ollow him the n a n J be deceived 
by him and uuon the m doom will come. Sata n will be sent to his 
finn l clcvm, '.') !.Un /,hl int o the L,'lke of .i.'ire, p rqr: red for him, 
n n<l then th e d~y of 0 o d will he p in. ~he n ri c ht eousness will 
come down n o t to rei ,n o n th ,2 e ,,.rth 8.nd subdue c1vil, 1; ut it will 
come down t o rlwell on th e crrth, 
', u t throu e;h c u t t he e,te rna l 1lrly . 
fo r · ,--1" d to Uvt ti ,- ,e . 

n o t for une th,,us ,,.nd y ea rr:, ,:i nly, 
rrhe: ,'.1 ;os t }e bids us to l ook 

You se e , lJel o vC1c1 fri (· ndE>, 1.-ihnt it m<.; .:-, ns. ''. e C" nnot 
e n dure t o think of th2 ~vil ~round us 9 Ye c anno t so e e xn ctly 
wh;:-,t is ,,;o inc to h~.: --::,en, but we c om, , to t} 1 is Horcl :-•nc1 here wo 
lE:..' :··rn tf1:,·•t Ci""'.1 '.·~ is .:-··;· : ,in ~·r; t ,-, i~-._;:·1 1 \;rit h tht:=, l1}1i:·· le rn ,.tt-_;r ,/ j_~·1.\·

1 iv i r~u .... 
;_:, lly i:tG it c,:n c e: .. ·ns L:i c.:.: :i. n( ivi c-, tL, l , n · t i ,, ,,. ,_lly , i ·c cunc urns t!.,. ,, 
wh -~·-l e ·,) CY;) Ulct t ions of t he ·./i)rld, .·~nd He wil J. s o ;-iu r i fy it hy th e 
fire o f 1"is jud[~tn •~·nt th r~t th c) r o will be r w,) rl,,, in which 
ri r,;h tc- ou;cm e s s will dwel l for c v "' r ·.n c1. e v e r. 

no w, if you know tlH::·s0 thin, ;s nnd 1,e:1. i e ve the se thin·:;s, the 
:1;wstle s,.':cf S Show it in your li vos '; . i tHd cc,r,i in ,_, t o tlr t f o r 
thi s re.,.,,·;nn. 1, wn r crisis, :,rnch :l ,S thi,s, is li:,1~1 2 t c. ,1xcite 
p enp l e ' ·s min ds with wh ~t they c ;, ll t he ~,on : er E> n f p ro)h e c y . 
Th0y r,v·, kc ,, 11 sort s of cl L:i.c;r ;..,_ ms, ,Jf ) icturen , chilrts , '. nd list s 
and th2y re <1.cl. the news•,i.~ ·,,, r r:; d •- ily t o c e ,, h u•.J th e ir sch e me ;; n. r e 
W()rkin;;. Th .0 t is ir;ier e l y .-, n int c ll C:: ctur-1 ;.::: x e rcis G tb ··.t can be 
don e in ;,ny coll ur:: c of s tuc1ents, or by n.nyhody w'i o h:-v; n. little 
mcnt : 1 :•owcr. But it iG not 1..,hristi , nity. It is n e t whn t \•1 0 

:,r e t .·, u , ht in the scrip ture ;J t allo ,,11 these thi ,1::-,s h ::w c no 
effect unon the h~nrt. They t 0uch the h e~d , nnd whil 0 they mny 
be :c certain c1mount of 1111:mt , .... l r e li e f, they c1 , ., m,t touch the he :1 rt 
n t a ll, hoc •use th c bl e ssed ~e rson 0 f Christ, as set f o rth by the 
S~ irit in the scripture, doc s not c o me be f o re the h eart nnd 
conscienc e o The real study of -,ro ;.;hecy o.s Sc.- t out in scrh1ture 
touches my h eart a nd bein~ nnd cn~h l e s me t o walk be tter thn n 
I dic1 before . 
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;
1tvhe:refor0, b e loved, 1::;2 ein z y0 lool , f,,r such t h ings". You 

so.y, ·•But l ,c,_m l ooki n :,'. f o r th e c c minr,; o f the Lord Je u s" " Of 
c o urG e yr;u :1r e , scriptur<: t e lls y o u sc,. Our cc,mrnonwe ,dth, o ur 
citiz8nshi ;J , is in he .vu1. 'l'h,t is y;e rf c- ctly true, b ut h: tcr is 
not s p er'kin ,_; ,7. 1'.'out th · t ,,nly. ffo is syJ e,·•kin ,' of the thin[~S h e 
hns 1le0n t : lkinc; -~bout, ,~f d i s c ominc t:J :!_rnt the wor l d r i: :ht, to 
~ut down evil rnrl e st~bl ish ri s ht eousness , justice ~ n d equ ity, 
t hr ,,:, u r_;hout th e e :·1rt h , ri. n cl t :, L:: t m,: n sec th e ';lory o f Goc1 h e r e on 
t he c :-, rth. 

lf we ~ re l o kins f o r thes~ thin~n - and~ hope we shall ~11 
include thi c in c ur t'. ,ourc:hts :1. n d h ,, v ,; it b o f ,j r ., ··ur mincls when we 
kn ee l 1-y -fo r (. God ,• n d tel l i; im 1.vh :, t is h . ·.:;_) .:::n inr in this ,.-rnrlc' -
then vie c~::.n S',C'k with ::i.n int ,i lli ;enc e f ,mn c1 ecl u,1.-1n th e s cri 0·1tures 
t h :,1_t we know t h..,_t the J u ll,;e of :-,_ 11 th ,i e 0 z·t h , . .1 ill ''..o ri;: hL lie 
is ,) f '.mre r ,,yes th:, n to 'o8 h o l d iniquity. He: r;ees ;..'. ll th · t is 
L_, oin·-, ,,n. He: n o t : s · 11 the si~shs c- n c'. _ .r:;.cnG. 'rh "'y ,'.1. ll :.:;o up 
h ,:fo r e Him, .:rnd we cnn l c;,_v e it in His h :-mds . 1•,Jc k n .)W lle will 
do wh,, t is ri ,,_.ht, ,3 n d this 0n,,.,t, l os us t o s 11ed< ri __ h tly b e f ore 
Go d. Somet imes, ye: n r e s o ~bsort ed with t he n r 0ssur e of thing s 
th ~t we can only think ,-,_))nut ourse lv0s, 1,ut '-'od me ,nt us tr lo ok 
;-, t thin ::: s f r o m His ,,r:,int of vi eH. 

w3e ;:'.ili. ;t.·nt thtt .JC: rn .J.y i:i;: f :)und of .:. 1 im in r,,;· cu - th:1.t 
1rnts thinkin ;:, -·, hout. It is 11 l) t s,·, rn e thin r•; t D bG (1'-,;1<: c n su:,_ lly, 
but c ,, ,,,et hinc I li:1v 0 t o t: , ink ._,bout 7 11d s "· t myself t ,, do. Ycu 
kn nw you 1E,Ve to f e - d y0ur h o( iy r,, ul:1.rly, r.,nd h<tVE:: y our r e:;:-; ul ::, r 
me ~, ls. Th e T' r son who 1:i : :r:; ·; crust "c n .:t ·, ti rink wh 8n h e thinks of 
it cl.Je s not •·.e t ,~,l o n ;~ v ;• ry w,_ll, and it p; e rv e :, h i m ri c;ht. It is 
1 s re n t nec e ssity to u hysic~ l life th r t it s h s u 1 1 ho n tt ~nd~d to 
r e ;ul -0.rly anr'. s y :3 t e1n:·tic:,1ly, ,~ 1111 h .- M muc h mor e n,)c c s -. :-ry it is 
to our s~ iritur' l ~ives. ~o th e n~0s tl 0 sny s , Be d i l i c cn t nnd 
think ,,,])out it. The Lord J c :-:; us Ghrist i.s c•·,rnin f,;, not only as 
th E': JJ ri; ,_ht ::, ncl Morn i ,:1 c: ~:.a,, r , to t ,k0 mc , 1,1P.y be f o re th e c1 ,y 0f 
ju t4 ;m(., nt c orr.e~·- , bu t Li,: i r., C•J i :n ::; t o s ci· rn ,, tt ci rr-, ri ht , to es t abl ish 
the truth n f His Jv.m wor Ll. ·0 n('_ the 1, , :,r , f ·' i f.', n1vn n:~,mc h-·r c o n 
th e c.: :c tho ') e ll, if IIe i s c orn in[", fr)r thi n ,ur;ic::-,. , , I must t 7 k e 
c a r e th~ t I m~y he fou nd of Him in n~i c e. 

1. ou r omcrrl,,_cr 
a ncl ,Iis n i,ostles. 
-:, f Gethe -;c: rri:-,nt;. 

th t sn l em n incid0nt in t h e life o f o ur Lo rf 
On th;,t hi :·;ht wh0"l ti e wen t intc, t he C:>1 r dc n 

lk- t nok I et0;. and J ' mes :1 nd John with Uim .,. n d 
He withclre1,1 Himself ,:11, out a st o n e ' ;:; c ru-o t, - 11 17 s,-J i(l 11 'r ;, rry ye h e ro 
e nd w;,_ tch. ' 1,· tch :1 n d pr.- y ;; . W:,t ch '"'ith Me· : . He '.:rent :c,_wo.y 
in s,n' -:1 t r o ul,lc , o.nd IL: L, 11 WL> n t hi:; :, r , ,uncL He 1:J .' '.S overc Dme 
vi:i th e motion :--: ncl •1o ;-r rq e, ' with s tr -m ;;; crying .:- ,ncl b ,;.:-r r::, t o Uim thr·, t 
we1s c.1 1)1,; t n c; .:1 v e Him fr o111 d er:th . But \,,,he n ~1 0 wen t t o His 
cl i s ci p l c s, He found th c rn slec jJin;:; , ;-rnd ;'-~'.i d 'Cou l<l ye n o t w.::, tch 
v i th rnc o n e h c, ur ,, ii 

Lord r;ocs ·:, wo.y nnd l2 ··tve s his s,.· rV .''_11t,s t , , t -·1 ke c .-;r 0 of his h ,ms c . 
'2h c y rlo n ,J t know 1!h '1t h c ur h.::, will rct urno .S orn c .re heedful to 
his 'e1,:> r <1 hut the :·vil s e rv , ,nt , ' YG ·Ly l o r f! ,· c, L ·ycth hiG c o ming·· 
,,-,nd h e b0 :dm, to c - t :-1. n ,1 drink with th drunk e n :: n, '. t o 1,e ,,t his 
f ellow c,c, rvnnt s. 1 ,nd t }; e lor r' com e s r: n c1 finc1 r::: him in (1isor ,' e r. 
In ;} e ,:i c ~? No . No _)(:c..ce i;1 h is h cr-, rt, 
c,-, lfi .s h nc s s i s in his h c ·, rt, i"'. nd th0 r c i s 
/ ruit of ri r:~i:,t0ousnc,s r:;:; , CJ n c',, of n c1.evctec1, 

Il,: (_ l c ct, wr,,.th , 
nc :;.),.: '. C O . Pe c", ce i s the 
f i thful life. 
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Fcac o me~ns th~t I h3V e s ettl ed up everythinG with my 
Lord. ' /hen you r;o to your r e st o. t ni :~ht, cb y ou ev ,: r c;o 
with some mr-: t L :r uns e t tle c'. b c twc ;:n y our S i,Ul _.: n d the Lord , snmc 
sin uncnnf c s::;cd, •;om c ·~ eJ. Ii shn,:;ss un ,. ckno 11lcc~ ,,;ed '? The Lord 
m:i.y c ome nd you will n o t be f , ,uw\ o f l~i_m in pu :,.cc. If you 
c on L :ss y our sins , 110 is f ,, i thful ::. nd ju ,st t(; f ,)rGi v e , 1mt if 
y ou du n u t c c, nf uss the m, y o u Ci.1. nnot b e, f ,::- un ;~ ·:, f liim in iw r,c e. 
No, we n eed tc be ,irn.ctic:·l ,-J )Out these thin __ G. ]he n we go 
to bed :i t ni ::,ht, do w0 L .. ,v c thinr; s r, l:; ttl e c1 u 1? ~he Lorc1 is 
c c,mint•; . He mn.y c ,1rn1:: t •m i:,;ht, ,'.nd <; w i f lle f ound my house in 
dis ,~J rr1 ,_r, my 1.ff2.irs 11'..>t s,;t tlecl u, my rle;·ts not inic1, 
m~tt ers th~ t a r ~ my duty nat ?c c 0 m~ lishdd? It is:. real 
thin;~, t he L o,.' 1 ' s c ,,minc , ,1 n c1 Ilc me y c umt; ~,_ t ,:,.ny moment, so 
th e ··-;-iostl 0 snys ;, b e dilie,ent, th".t you m.~t y ~Jc f oun d o f Him 
in pGa c0 ·, 1'w i t hout spot, ,rn (~ blo.melesu ·• i th out s 1nt'', 
ri.s t c y ou r o ut w::r , '. ~, cti e; ns, :1 .n d · blo.meles .':; 1

' i r~ y o ur h 0c1 rt. 
The Lord l ooks · t the l1e ,-:. rt s. ,1 c1 IL ,,, c_nts i:: hc h,:, ;, ;ct ri ::c,·ht, tmc1 
if L b·ve se t aside jut a little c ~r ner in my h c ~rt for th e 
worlcl ,ncJ it r~ · 1:::ys , I c :' nno t be, bL· m,.desc:: 1J'" f o r o Him . Ca n I 
t; i v e th e Lo r ,:1 J esus ;u,ythinc; l ,,; ss t h ,,.n <l l l ,' :h :-, t c:ic1 Ee c;i ve 
f n r me? Did Ho c iv ~ ~ fr r cti o n, Re ~0 v e ~11, did He not, 
an ,·, the ref o re 11 ,, c L 'l i ,:: s .:,11 from us. ti.C'\y be i t is 1)U t li tt. h,, 
but l e t u s ['; ive -.11. L<:;t u s b e d i l i .,; e n t ;_, s t •) the s e thin c-;s 
th.:, t He ui ll fi nd u s '.·: ith.•ut s ,:,o t, nnd 111 '.' m,,less" 

But y on s .r y ;;l th,) u ;:;ht th e Lor e'.. Wi' .S c · mine; t ,i t ·:k e us tr; 
Hi m.rnl f, t o the ,.·t, th e r 's h ,-_, u se.·· Of c ourse He is. "The 
Lor ,' iG nnt f'.,oin e: to ttdrn u p thes e little m t t e rr, with you 
wh e n He c o rn. s. Ho 1-1ill t -- k e you t ,, the F ·,t h e r 1 s h :J u s ,~ tt nd 
g iv e you y o ur pl ·., ce in c; l ory in the :,1 : c 0 Ee h2s :) r c:) <''rcd f e r 
Y· U o .tiut thcs0 m,"tt,:-, r r, 'Jill h,".V,) t ci 1, c c: .ttlecL T' h ,': re c rinnot 
b e c, ny S ) •, •t ,~, , ,,n_y 1Jl . ,;1c , u · there ;' nd s o thccr e "' i 1 J. bo ths 
Jude me nt ~e~ t ~ n d t h ese thin~s th~ t y 0 u n o. l e ct cd will be 
m~•n i fus t 0d th, r e; . ' Jhy not G . ttl e th ,.rn n <.: w'? H,:> re i s the 
Jr;r d o f God t Gho w y uu \vh t is uf F i m ,:1.11<.

1 wh.·,. t is not, ~nd 
if •H: ;,,:ttl o it n e w the thi,1 :.,; i ,; ex;, ungcd , do n e ,, vr. y f o r e v e r. 

You se-.~ l'ctc,r is s ·;_.icc-:.king of the kin ,'. c'lrli7 truth :i n :1 ·1hcn 
we t ri ke our r:il •c e in tlrn h c :::v c nly k i nrdccr'l it wi ll b2 a ccorcline; 
t u c ur s po tl esi:mcsr; :•ncl bl mclcssn0ss, our f ., i thfulness n. n d 
devot ion and our service" \.Jo sha ll 'JC ·. h 2 re ,111 righ t hut 
the Lord is f □ l n~ to ~ ivc us the p l ~cc th~t we de serve. Think 
about it " 

llut t he n the re is 2cnot 'i10 r thine: · 'l.nd '.' ccount th., t the 
l on ;\ -suf , c r inc; o f nur Lord is s ,' lv -'. t inn';. 1.••le h·-·vo r e f e rr ed 
t o th~t h0for t.: . 'i'hi nk o f the l c n ; .-su ff0 rin2; n f our LorcL 
It me .' ns His lH:: •r in, ·; with sin" • C 1.:::cl shocked when we rcJ:,d 
,Jf ce.ct:iin h-,,J ,e nin:_,s " 1.fe C': n h :-'.rdly bc -, r to r e ':'cl t 11 e m. 
Lump s c ome in 0 ur t hro,•. t£, .:m,'. we i: ee l lt ·n, h -, rri h l c it .'111 is. 
But our s i :~h t .·me~ sunse .. r .::: sn blunt ,, n cJ inefficient. ,, h · t 
.:, r e u ll these t h i1i,;s i n th(: eye s ,-, f Gud '' He 1, cn rs with it, 
He ic-; ) ;1. ti e nt, slo w t ,, ,Jnr,'"r , n (, t quick (" nc1. im:)Ul siv e n s i',; t e r 
tr~G in t he ·v .. ·, r dcn , \;Jh e n h e ,· rew c,u t his s wo re:";, ) cut o ff th e 
hi c,h priest's s(,rV:'.n :; '1s ,:; r. '.L'h ,, r e 1ms n c lon c -suf fo r:inc; 
c~ho u t , ,_c,t 0 r. But th e l oa ;su f fe ri n ;- :)f our Lord is s ,~ lv :-- t;i()n 
:e n cl W<:; o u . ,ht t c, b <.:!::tr th. t in rn intl, 1k c ,rn se it is such 0 l c; v 2 ly 
tr~it of th e n 1tur e of Gotl. 
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Le t us lo ok for a momsnt ~t vers e 17. Thero it is not 3 

c u est i -., n n f wc itinr:; bu t o f 1~n•.-iwine;o \Je k n o w Christ is c o minp, 
t n rec e iv e Uis <)Wn ;-•,·Hl to jud ,r,; c the world in ri ;-c hteousne ·.,s, 
:'ln c1 we: k n ow it 1)c c:-1.us 0 'lve h ·• v c the c rtific:c t c of it here in 
script urt:" 1.: e kn 1.1w th · t the whole ,·; eh s•me "f 13cri ture ic, 
connec t ed with the Tlr G;)he cy, c 0ncernin;~ th ee e x rnlsion <) f e vil 
from this world. If you hav e r end tho scri 9 tures, you know 
th "'m . I \<nnt ynu t o bc0.r thiG in mincl 1, ,- c ,··us ,: thcr -:, ·, r e t wo 
110.ys of ''knuc1in. \Jc ],: now ::: f et be c t, u:::; '.:' we r c-n.c: it in the 
scri ; tur es , nnd it is tru u b a c ~u se it i s the r e. 

\:fe ll n , .. w , t he n: •o ,s tl ,· h ,1:-:; n~ exh:) r t ·.i ti c,n "Bei,rtr d l e st ye 
::c lr30 , 1)c ing l ed ,·1w,1 y \·Ji th th (, er ro r ·, f th8 wi cke,1 , :.Ci:-c ll fr o m 
your own st :, (:Lu:,tne: s s · • i'low t l'! i s i s .-, v e ry ;,,1ide VJ ": rni n ·: , hn t 
I will only r efe r to 0 ne incidant t n ill0~ tr~ te, so fnr ns o ne 
c nn , the mo · nin~ o f it. ~ t c ~ J f , stnaRG in t hiu e~ i s tl e me ~ns 
beine, e st b li r:, hecl -· cc nnhne: t o th0 t c chine; o f scri :; tur c. 'l'he 
1lorl t' h::s it ,s 01:m i ( e:c:s. It r.:; .ri_ds itG r:,wn t e xt- bo nks n nd 
li,s tcns t o its 1)hilosor,hd's,, e li s ten to th,: scriptures ::e nd 
rest u ·· o n t h,-': m. '·J., :·:r e; .s tc; , cl f:0:s t, u nm , ,v e~:11L,: , we r e st our 
f c t up ,.' n n s, ,li,1, un sh. ·k e7.b l ,1 f,~,unc>i ti,)n . .out 1:k -, r e li ,'.J, le 
t o f , 11 fr om th t st ,:0 n.r1 L 1s tness md the thin~~ th , t is likely 
t o rn :,.ke 1.1 s f:11 1 i , : t he L:rror o f 8Vil 0,cnyilv l:lcc ,n1s e w~--: mny be 
l 0 d ,--,117 y l)y th e: \•ki rds o f th . 11i c ked. 

Let us t ~k c this s t e ri d f o stness i n conn e cti o n with the 
pn t icn t w;:• i tine; f o r t he c o min ;:; of our Lora Jesus Christ. Som e 
of UG h ,1. v c !:i,,cn ;w itinf~ Gi r:, c ,;min:: f o r fifty, si x ty ye:1rs, o r 
moru. li"S tlvt ri :~ 1e :my cliff renc0 ? H~1 s it m,-:,.'c :-my 
1liff . r ,_; nce t h t -,11 th . •t ;:-,:--: ri v1 is -~1. ss L; C1 .::end t he Lord h ns n•)t 
c n rne< 1,fol l if ,,nc hns li •;t cnecl t ,) th ,; e rrr ,r o f th (; wicke d , it 
';.r ill be so. ,;; , t ,.tn hc1 ~, his :,rent[,, ')'· rticuL·rly c' t thi s ·,reoe nt 
time , t ,- s t ,:; 1 1 sort,s CJf o::ij (: ct s , cf <1r,: the h ee::.rt ias tt~ cl o f the 
imrwd i ', te c om i n ,:r c,f our Lor , ' . 'l'hcy s~1.y ,;The Lor c7 J .. ,sus c ,:c nnn t 
c o me y c, t. He c.·\n n ot L~ke His c hurc h unt il this or th., t h as 
h::1 ··)·, on,~ ,, ;,. If this 'ns S ·J , th en it ,1 ,)GS no t rn t, tLc r qu it e s .-) 
much" I f ' '.e is n •.:-t c · min ;,; t r:,ni ht , it js nu t ,.,,.,) :, ,rious . I 
n eed n 0 t t ~k e it so much t 0 h o 0 rt . If Uc is c o min~ s o ma time 
in the fu t ur,. , it rn.··y h,c; :rnndreds ,,f ye · 1·s hc,:d , ond it ,~oe s 
n .J t nffi:- ct me, qu it (, G u much. If I li .c.; L ,n t ·. thin; ,s li l(c th · t 
I / r· 1_-1 fr om my st 0 :'df ,:::-. stnc s ,, " The tiVn Hhn h::ts 11is e y e n n the 
13rL .ht o.nd h c,rn inc ':;L,r ;,- •ill not t,1 0 2 :• , o r t ,·, k ; , , (lv · n t a e; e of th e 
,trkncs :s o f t he ,·1i ,;ht. fL:, :_,,;:;c r__c; th ,:· ,s t ---,.r ;J.(;,7 minp; i n the ,1 .. ·rk-
e n ,_) r_ s k t e s -. n d his c y -.: s ·,r ,, u ·1 h'. t h - t . I t is n. sure t ,; kc n o f 
the cl. y th t i ~ ho yn n J . My Lo r d nd · v i our is c ~minc for me 
·nd 1 v10. nt to l,," fo un c-: w ·tchin :~ when !le c ,,rncs . 

~.lo I wn.i t :°n r Li m. l'h L: n sornc,111':, r) ls o c ,1mer:; ... nd hrin:,;,s 
c c rt2.in ,scri 01ture s ·,nd G " YS ,; y,_J\I · r e m0 !<ing ,~ mi s t:-1 ke . You 
sh,;ul ,1 not l ,,nk : 1 t i.t ·1 i ko th , t. Th e Lo rd is c'n1 y c r)m inG t o 
t ,-,_ )c...; some o f His ·,)t; C1 •. le , thE; · i, .c1 , :" n t1 ··i o u s ,:1.n ,1 c1ev , ,t ,;(1 ,-, n e s 
:'nC wi l:i 1"~1v0 th e ot he r s L : l .c:·0.r n t he l ess <>n ,:. little J o n :::er ;:. 
-1 nd n. 11 sor t s ,) f ·-1icki') t'. th ;_,, c; •~; th es e ,·,,:o ';) l e G-'Y. 'l'hcy brin ,-:, 
th e ir v-, ri uus e rr or s to e n us e: us bl f:, 11 fr ,)rn our ste::cdfc,stne s G. 

Le t me put it t<., y ou in thi Eo ',,ny . Sup;) usin1:; ycJ u hc,c1 1:Jeen 
away t o tl1e other si de of th e g l obe , t n ~u s t rnli~ , o r New zo~ l ~nd, 
for s-.,rne months or y , . .--rs. '.l'hcn y•·•u Gt,nd, mc:,f> .,.r:; o tl ,::i t y ou r:-_ro 
o n :your u ·\y b ·· c k ::nd .~'. re c , ,rn ing h ome: . You c,) w,.:: :--m cl th t; re is 
n•·; t n. soul to meet y ,m , n c 1)c, r.1.y thc r ._ L) 1-1e lc .me yuu. You \re 
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just like :1 pe rf e ct str m ;:e r, l cn1dinr.; in ,:_' s trcrn r~o country. 
Your l o ved o n e s, n n 0 tho s e ou h i f ~cqu~int ed of y our c c minc, 
they simp ly t oak n c n o tic e . Here the Lo rd has nJo~e n of Hi s 
c o min c; ,, c2- i n . ',-J h c.,_ t will it b-:: tc Him if l le c~;mes tc,ni c;ht, ,1.nd 
finds thnt y0ur h e c:. rt 1n d min e is not r en~y t o we lc o me Hi m, ~n d 
r e s panf t o Hi s c a l l~ It d0cs n e t bc2 r th i nk in~ n f. Le t u s 
t ake- c :· ·r :., t h :.•t we ··re nc• t d r c:.wn ,,,, .. ,;,y fr o rn :>ur O'Al n ste?c1.f:0 s tness 
j_n thi s rn t t ., r. 

L : t us ·1 r1;r ow i n r_,; r ::, c c ;; , ,e n (' in t he k n ';WLcr'' ::: l, o f uur Lo rd 
::mcl Sr·.vi our J r:.;.s us Chri ::o t ". Bu t y ou s :,y •• .. / u .,11 k n o w t he Lo rd 
J e sus Christ ·; . C:f cour r::;C; •re eh , 1mt we W,' nt tc :·. r ow in th~-t 
k n ow l e:-:~;:;e 0 n <~1 we c :mno t ' ;r o,v in t he k n ,-;..ih:L1? e o f Hi m unl es s 1,Jl~ 

''.re in Hi s c nm,,'. ny . If y -: ,u r c,..,d _,.., ]x, ut ·.1r nphc cy, you w.:-.•nt t o r ead 
it wi t h the Lo rd J esus Christ hy y~ur c i~u 1 ~nd on th~ n ~ e ~s 
y ::;u r· e ' r_1 Q '.i' ho n i t b e c o m c s c 1 ,1. ·: r o Y, 1 u r, 0 .. , He s h i n e s h e: f o r e: 
you ,:::.n<1 y o u 

l3,) J.o v ed fri ends , thu r (;; is n o t ·, rn ·· rr o r wo m,-, n l:1---- r .: t -- :,1i ,ht 
th t k n uws ~ny t hin ,_; t :7 1 1 th ·- t is wr,r t h s ·-,,:,·, kin;,; o f c ,nce rnine; 
t h e Lo r d J csu i, Ch. r ist " 'e c •. n no t t 1ke :i n t :1e 1-v m cle r s c f His 

is Ei( 1 rn 0th in:; th. ·t Fe rc () ll, t1:1 c c l ori es uf i:~i s N·1.rn c ~ 
t 1k o us ·, ]_ J u t c: rni t y t o .. r ,,s;:i . 
k n oi-rl e f1 :,.',; o f our Lo r ,1 now , nnd 

But w _ c ·n 1, c r:r o wi n ,,; i n 
th t sh, 1ul d '.)c ,mr ob j e ct. 

will 
t he 

•·'r ,_, Ifi ,;-, 1, e ,~ l o r y b ,l t h n ow 2. n d f :• r ,.: v :.; r :, ,, 'dhy c.1i rl h '' G'l.Y 
t h -- t . Be c --1.u se he h d jus t w:ci tt e n t h t d () rc1 .1 1 o r d :0 n d Sa vi c- ur 
J ,2.su s ChTi ,3 t ·' . He is the vi ,·,ur 1, ,:- c--rns e: lie is c r.- rninc; t o fu J fil, 
t, ·. c ,::im l 12 t,; t he 1 . .,r u r k ,,f my s: , .L v :· t i,m . He i s rny L o r , : b .. : c .:, use I 
lx l ,J n g t o Him .~ nd Fe h ,.s ,iv c n me: .-; L , cc in ':\ i s k i n:~c1.o m, -~1 n d 
He i s c c: rnin : ; to est < ~1is h th i s 1·.i 11gc~c\!11 o n th '-' e- rth - t he Lo r d 
~nd Saviour - to Hi m he ~l o ry bo th n 0w ~ na io r ev e r. 



Memorial H·ll. 10th Dec e m½er 9~2 

:. ending:- Homo.ns [3, 18-39 

In th e se v c rs 2c W8 h 3 v e c iv 0n us t h e gre 8 t c onclusi o ns tha t 
follow f:r () m th e tc ,:1.chin1:~ the !l)O Gtlc,s h--:,s _ivcn c ID ' rninc; the wDrk 
of the Lord Jesus Ch rist 2 nd its u f fc cts u p on the se thrtt h c li c ve, 
rivins th e m a st ~n ~in~ b 0 forc Go d , justifyinc the m, ma kin ~ them 
ri1;ht :;G uG in t, CC8 ;J t n. nce ):rnfch e Him ,~.n. c1 ,_, 1v b ling th;:;m ri lso to w:Jlk 
n o lon ,er ~ft ~r th e fl e sh, but ~ ft c r the Spirit. He sh e ws the 
effect of the v10rk o f th e Lorc1 J· e sus Christ upon a ma n wh o ''C\S 

unC0 r the d ominn ti 0 n of sin. 

Now th. •t the ·:; rcrit qu,;st ic,n has 1)c <:,n s ,; ttl0d, s o th , t an 
in,-: ivi d n-' 1 ½eli cver c :-:. n lo--,k with c ,-, n f i cL nc e tn Go (1. :' n<l r-:~ j o ice 
in th8 ri ·hteousness of God which is r 1.; ve,,1 2,· in thL, _.oc,·; 1J l; 
t h ~ t ½c in1~ s o , t he qu~s ti ~n mi ~ht ~ris e , wh ~ t furth e r n ec rt is 
t h c r :::'1 Th,➔ ·',:::,ostl e h .' cl she wn thn t t ho :re i r e : ·: r e ,--,t n ee,1:s , 
Cs1iritu,, 1 ne c,'s th-'.'.t -,_rise in th e he ;" l't .: nd consci e nc,:; of the 
f n llow0 r s of the Lr~ J esu s Chr ist with rc ~- rd t o hi s c t ~ t e o f soul 
n nc1 ·10 ::oiti c n) .n1r1 they h ;-, v,:, be(:n ·'iscu s uc1 :' nc1 s ettl e d. Th e 
.•',pe stle :cncure(' t l: r ·::.. u g h t1, e Lor (' J ,~,,-:; u r, Ghrist .o:,_ nd s o the ooul 
wh o st r u r:I _les in eh ' DL :: r 7 fin/ .s r es t ::- nd pc i c e throug h l oc:kin1:, 
n t the Lord Jesus, so th~ t evcrythinf ~ithin is settled. Wh~ t 
more is th e r u? 

,. cc o r 1~ ine, to the t c ,0 .chinc; c, f th ci Old 'l.' c st a m, ,1t, tho :J e wh o 
w~re ri s hte ousnes h 0fore c;oJ mi ~ht w~11, a n d should, la nk for w ·rd 
ton time □ f tranquility in this worl d , t c ' 1~ins c~mf0rt 2 d nnd 
p r ovi d ed f ,J r in a ll thin c;s, ::uv ' t o "· -.·.v.thw:·•y ,,f ·,1e.~c c ,1 nd j o y 
:1.s they ·mlked thr o u ,;h this w; ,rl d . i'J. N the ex '.)c riC;nce o f th e 
Christ inn is th e: r,: VGrs e of t h is" Y,:J u find th t ,, 1 thou t;h he is 
.:1 ccountcd ri p,ht e ou s " c-fo1·e C1o d, acc '.) r c' in ,; t o th e t c~ chinc nf 
f3cri tJ tur c· , yet he is c, •ntinu ,., 11y 1,r.,u _: ht L 1. ce t c, f C i'.: with trin.ls 
a n d sc rrn ws, with O)pn s in~ f o rces ; ~ c find s the ~o rld is ~e~inst 
him :-: 11(' Hh -::: n he .-.-;u k s t ~: eh ri ht h ie h r,s, in th :·, t r e s ,ect, t o 
su :·rer f e r it, ., net if )e ', e ~: ks to f ,-.ll o w Gl-lriut i rn1. e xtol lhm, 
he Guffers still mo.cc . ·.'1h ·· l c n n1 e a :3 .·- ti o n 13 .~ r e th e r e f o r th 1t 9 

It is .- ,_ c':iffict1l t y wh c, n ·: b c lie ~re r fincls th:, t ho still h n. s 
0. n e n e my within th e [~ ::it c s :,n ,1 h e muc: t w:~ tch :is it m.•-. y bre ,:' k CJut. 
'rh,·t is or, c ( ifficulty, hut h :,vinb fc,und .~ 112,y cmt o f th-, t it io 
;,e rh ,1;is .::c :•. r c,, t ;: r c~_ifficulty t :, mul t itUi1 e :_-. ,-, f h eli e v ,; rs tb .·,t 
,,,_ ltho ugh they s e,k b y the r r: c1.:, o f '.:'.o d t-~1 ,c,,, th c:. t which is rir~ht 
~ n tl we ll-,leas ing t o Hi m, th e y h 1v 0 t o suf ie r f o r da in~ it. They 
c'n r:c ,0 2. G J:lli:; inly C'.S -:)Ossibl c th: t if they h .\d t -· k e n the p ·-, th nf 
unri[c:hturnsnes .': they would h ·· ve e ; c •µcd rc -::> ronch nnd suf f crinr; . 
How is it ? If th e ri c!1tcou s ness o f Go . ' is r e v ,;.-,_le d , is it 
,·:.1. ccordinc tc His ri c;htc ·-,usn cs s th t Uw ri :-.J1tc·,,us rn.··.n sl1,.mld 
suffe r, h e r e in this wo rld? 

It is.-, r e ,~l ;r•·, 1_1l e m, · nd thur0 '\ re Chri ti:.:ns who ;,re 
~e fc 1ted ~s th0 y c · ,n s i fc r, a n d the y think th~ t ther e is oomethint 
wrun ,', in thoir w,•ys" '-' ,'.e t- n tl:,m:i b :; th '° m t o .~iv e u::1 :mcl c;o b , ck 
to th e w0 rld Qnd n cc cJ t it ~ nd e t ~ l o n e the ~ e st th e y c ~n. They 
c ~ nnot undc rst · nd th , t u l o n c with disci 1l 0shi u with the Lord 
Jesu.s Christ, ouff e ring coF1 c s in. Th,·•t is tlk ru,:;l sul,ject of 
th e: p ;-:ss::t1~e I h :, v c re~0.d ,rnd you will find it is crmn c· ct o cl with 
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thn.t of verse 17. It spe c,ks of un ,:··.s childre n, 11 1\nd if 
children, then heirs; hetrs o f God, ~nd jciint-heirs 0ith Christ, 
if so be th ·•t ·rn suffer with Him, th ::. t we nPy be also r:; lorified 
together'. Now to me e t th~t renl d ifficulty of honest h o~rts, 
God has shewn by His Spirit in this s cri n turo wh·t full 
c omp e nsations th e re ~rent the pre no nt time for those tha t h ~vo 
to suf fe r for ri: ;ht eousness' scilrn, f o r those who h.c,v0 t o suffer 
11ec t, us0 they b •.; C' r the n:'mG of the Lo r'.~ Jesus. He s nenks o f it 
in this way. He s ry e~ks of it r cn lly in three wuys, if we ma y 
divide the VGrs e s ~ t the und o f v e rses 18 ~nd 30. 

In the first J~rt, he spanks of the c omp 1r a tive insi c nificnnce 
of wh.::i. tever suff,J rine; ,; we m::,y h ::. ve t o e ndure, when they .-:i re 
c ompa red with th <.:: eb::rnn l wt,L•.ht of ~:lory th · t lies l:icyond. 
He says, in effect, '.'You hclicv,:.:rs in th 1: Lord J csus Christ, 
y ou h,:,ve no idea ivh r_ t e v e r of the r_:;lory thn t 2 1.-1'.'.i ts you. You 
s uff e r now for a lit t l e while, ~ut it is n o thini to wh ~t is cominf. 
Che e r u p , lc,0 1, .. ah. end n n c1 oe ," wh " t is c or,1inc;o Wh,• t yo u t;. re 
e n ~uring now will G00 n be over. The ~l o ry will be u po n y0u 
a nd th2 groans wi th in y ourselves n n d the t r oa ns n r ound will 
h o hushed f a r e v e r· ; . 

,; For I r ;,; ckon th., t the sufferings of this p resent time 
~1re n ., t worthy t n be c 0m:i;:rcd ,,1i th the ~; lory wl'1ich sh2 ll be 
rev e ,0 le'1 in us;,. He )O ints .rnt th .J t thuse who believe in 
the Lord Je~us are r eaily, if I m~y so put it, the pivot upon 
1-1hich the hles,sin r:; of the whole world d e ;_)ends. 1/hen the 
believer finds his hop e of ~lory, in which he now rejoices, 
is fulfilled, he will find the whole worl f is a lso r e j n icing . 
If we -r e n o t moved hy t he sorrows ~nd suff e rin~s of o thers, 
we ~re nnt Chri s ti a ns f o r we do n o t ou ff c r with Christ. He 
who could not b e:·: r t o 1 01:ik u pon t h e hun i.:,ry multitudes, Ho h -::1 s 
g iven us fcelinr~s ,:i.nd ,,e ,:ron n. Dut it is r•;oocl to h0v e the 
care nnd c0nsi de rnti 0n o f our Go d , who chose us when we we re 
sinners, and so he sue~ks of thnt here. 

He says ,,Lou ,'.". re.: 1r :c itin::; now, :,ut y ·u shn.11 be glcrifi ed 
to r. e ther with Christ". Think the wh o l e crc-·1 tion is wa i tins , 
nnxi ously lookin s out f 0 r l im. It is sufferin~ nnd l r on nin3 , 
but s till li Ltin~ u p the he n d n nxi ously, ~w~ iting s ome 
deli v e r n nce the: t is c ;,minc in the Yu tur e. 'rhe wh ··: l e uni verse 
is wn i tine; f , ,r Chri s t, th0u 5h t he y d, n o t kn(iw who.t the y .:.1 r e 
\r> itin ,,, f oro The c1umh he ,:--. sts wri t h 0 in th ;) ir :;;tin, ,' n (1 the y 
clu n ,·, t know v,1 h :::c t th ,,y a re ;_.r.-:.iting f ur, hut w,;; kn:1w they w;:1.i t 
f,,r the .:m:--inifest ,~ti on of the sons of God" , -- to be brou1;ht out 
in their proper st~tus, being seen in the world ~s sons of God. 

We know et membe r o f the :coynl f -,,_mily m:iy walk the stre <] ts 
o f London, or e lsewhe r e , us a n ordin~ry citize n, not in his 
o t ~tus a s o r oyn l son, ~ut let him ~o out in his officia l rohe s 
of ;l o ry, l et him be n monr .st men as " ')rince -~nd he m,·-_ni fes b?d 
~ s such, a nd n o one c nn mi 0 take wh o h e iso God has His s uns. 
'fhcy ,7. re b ere ~1r:; r en.l ;oe rsons a nd He me:,ns t o brin ·; th em out 
in His c lory. Wh e n Hi s mm i..ion c o1110s into thiG 1,v0rld, th e re 
will he others with Him. Who? Bri-:ht n n c;els will b _, there in 
their heavenly ['.; l o ry, .:, ll the celu s ti ,.l J i {';nil .. "1ries will 
a ccom0,c1 ny the Son of Mnn; but th e re will be others th nre in 
the d i c-;11 lny of 1)e ,,_• uty - •,cu,hccl ones, those ,l_c livered from th e ir 
sins "nd conform ed t o the im~so of Chri 8 t Je us. The one who 
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was cnu3ht red-hnnded in his persecuti nn, he will be there 
shining in his clory, yes the ~lory t iv en to him. He will 
be manifestect in thnt ~lory then. We shall a ll be there who 
hnve been rede~med by the precious blo 0( of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who believe in Him. Th e Christinn waits for thn t 
day. It cannot com e until the sons of God nre mnnifested in 
the place God hos decreed. 

The c r eature was made subject to va nity, not willingly, 
hut by re.'.".son of him who h,"'cth subjected th ::- s:Jme in ho">Je '; • 
When ,dnm Hho w;' .', w,.de hc ,,d of the crct!tion f ell by trr:ms­
:;ression, Rll th os e who were unde r his suporintendance fell 
to0 . The he ~d c~rric d d0 wn all th~t were under that head, 
and so they were mndo in subj e ction to vanity. 

Va nity mHans th2 t the r e~ l ~urpose thn t mi c ht well b e 
ex ;)ecte(l is w,t fulfille d . ,Solomon, t he wisest kine, lnd 
op~ortunity t o tnste the re ~l v~lue o f th e hast o f c~rthly 
p; lori 0s .::md c.re 0 tnes ,::; e 13 ,.i nc' ,rh,t does he writ e in the Boc.k of 
)~ccJesj_nstes? ;, vanity of v ,"ni ties .• :·,11 is vnni ty. V:-i.ni ty 
nncl vex:c ti <,n 0f s oi:;~it " . 'lo need ne t : ·;o f ::--r in this d ··y t o 
find f or ourse lves whnt pleasures in the fnr c ountry come to. 
'l'hcy last for :"J. s o 1.son, but com e c7,., rn tn the husks th.-1 t the 
;swine er-it. 

'fi1 0 who h , cn:-. ti on is ,subj e cted t o th :~ t, not willincly, 
Ado.m c1e1 ~J) ,;r :-1te l y chose tn d i sc)bcy G,J d, but no t so th e a nimals 
th2t h~d come t c Adam t o r oc oiv c their n~m es. Th 8y c-.me 
under the curse bec ~use o f the f e ll o f the ir he~d, but God 
z 1ve ~ token o f whn t He would do by th e see d o f the woman nod 
so hope ~~ran8 ur a t the vury :c tes uf iden. ~he fl~min ~ 
swort1. w:::.n there, but ther,:; ws.G :.:t Hor d :) f ho:;i t::. Cr8-' ti,.)n w1s 
not :cb::rnclonec:. utt erly. The b,o,·uty ,) f ,,;(len ,Jns grine but by 
~nd by the wild ,rness, which m2 n hn ~ brou ~ht ~hout hy his sin, 
s h~ll blossom ac ~ r c ce a nd ? 11 thinc s in this wnrld will be 
f n ir, more banutiful t han we hnv e :ver seen it. 

Thus the \µ os tle says the cre7tion ·sh~ll he delive red 
from the bonci::i.c;e of corru:J ti •:") n into t h;,, •:~lori ous lib .:rty of 
the chil(~r0n o f G0c1. l"or w,j knov th ,t the wh r1 le cre:i ti ,'ln 
c r u-:cneth .J.nd tr::: v;1 ile th in pn.in tor::; ether until nnw. hnd 11J) t 
only they, but ourselves nlso , which h~ve the firstfruits of 
the s,irit , oven we ourselv e s ~roan within ourselvc~ , wniting 
f r.ir th_e ,~r1option, to wit, the r<.:; demption o f our bo (~.y··. Let 
us l:)e quite cle:i. r as to this e: r o.~ nin; ," 'I' h e re is :. groaning 
in Homans 7 but th~ t is 2, mz"'. n ;, ronninc over his inn.bili ty to 
conquer the evil lusts th~t s p rin~ up in his h8~rt. He tries 
to fi :ht them sinc le~hr nded 3 n~ mise r□ hly fails. He knows it 
ou ~ht not to he and gr oans bec,use o f his wes knes ~ , until he 
finds a Deliverer pntiently w~itins to ,\ive the ~eliv er ~nce 
which the Lord Jc3us cives to those who l ook t o Him. 

But this is n c ro~n be cause we 8 r e in a world of sin and 
we c.'.1 m:ot r~et ,1wr1y fr om it. lc.:v c n the Lorc1 Je s us, wn.lking to 
the grav e of Lnzurus, s r o0n e d ~nd we p t. He saw the hnvoc that 
de2th hnrl wrought. Death h~d come into th ·t p ious household 
nt 3eth~ny a nd ther e its st 0rn unr clentinc ha nd hnd struck dnwn 
LJz~rus. Their de~rly-loved broth ~r had been buried and had 
be en in the Grave four dnys nnd the Lord Jesus hc d not come. 
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Mary n.nd M2.r tha, pious women, their h (;c: rts -';-ro ~mc ll 1:l8cnuse of 
their □ urrow~ Oh, y e s! the re is p lenty of c roaninE in thG 
world ,.ml wu cnnnot esc:0 pc it. The g ro rminc; will come" 

But we nre wnitin~ for the ~foption - the redemntion of 
our bodies. Our spirits unJ souls ~ r e fre e - the y s ~.r like 
birds in the a ir ~nd s et int o the p~3ce of heave n, but the body 
ke up ,s us down here. 1·/i tb the b ouy, we h:we to w:) lk to the 
~r u veside Rnd see the l as t of our l ov ud ones. 'e s ronn with 
sorrow, W,']. i tin,;, mennwhile fur the re(1 e: mption uf those bo(l.ies 
which chnin us to e ~rth. When they r re chn n ~ed into the imn ~e 
o f Christ a nd we ha ve bodies of clory like His, then we shall 
rise t o he with Him, wher e sin a nd sorrow and death n 2ver come. 
We hnve this ho~e th~ t even while the mnurners are o t the t omb, 
the voice of th e Lore! mny be he a rd, in ,7. mom e: nt, '' in the 
twinklins of '.1.n eye':. It is n o t --:-, dr;; r: m, or rc~ncy, some queor 
notion " It is th e uorc'. of the Lord Jesus Chri r, t 2; iv e n to 
che e r us ·me) encour.:.-:tc;e our h enrts, [';i ven .side by side with the 
ir .>:-minp;. •·Groaninc ,, n e , 1 ;ok u p ,_ nd list0 n f o r My voice. 
It will be hoard nJ then y ou nnct thos e from wh0m you are p nrted 
will unite in My pr cse: nce ' ·. 

Ther o we have this compens ~,ti o n. 11 Ji'or we ,tr c s . ..., ved by 
hope: but ho~)e th:, t is se e n is not ho:")e: for whn t o. mnn sceth, 
why c~_uth · he yet hop0 for " . Mm' s hopes n r e often disn yn.:_,inted. 
They n r e dnsh e~ to the r ound, ½ut t he hope of ScriJture is n o t 
An unc e rt2 in one. It is merely th tit is not seen, soMething 
tlL.it rests Et•loly u:;;;on th ,, word of Goel - thP,t is hop0. It is 
Gocl'r: rev c l :· tion of~, futur e ccrt·:-i.inty " We h,>ld on to thctt 
as o. horlG ;1nd the 1:H liev0r is c o. ll ed to do th ,, t. "We beinr.; 
s ~v ed hy hope : . llo~e enters into th0 v e ry texture of our 
liv ,., so Just ns ther e, must 'Je love anL~ f:,ith so there must be 
hope in or ,~er th •t ., Chrif,ti ,:o n sh,·.11 kc e;) his b:, l a ncc in this 
\Wr lcl. 

God hns shed His li t ht of the futur e u~o n this va llAy o f 
the shn dow of de ~ th throu Gh which we ~re passin~, ~nd ~e have 
th : t ns u ': lori, ,us c o m:)e ns ·, ti on. il hen downtr ;0_.-1en n nd wei.1.ry 
th o w~y s e ems intermin~hlc, we look tow,rds the e~st ~nd there 
is a hright ~±ure" Th n t m0rning is c oming , ni eh t is ~arsin~ 
, 1 w2,.y. Tho t ho -; e ,!ill soon be fulfillcrJ, ,,nd so it is we h :~.ve 
thu 1)ri:,ht rays of ho-:1c to cheer us throu r.;h:rnt the lone dnrk 
ni ght, wh &n we h n v0 t a list e n t o th e ~ronns and 0 f creP tion nnd 
in our s elves also" 

'rhc~n we have .7. sccon,! reli ed in the midst of this ,~ro:J.ning 
cru ,tL)n. ·rh, , t is the int.; rc-:: osi n n c. f the:: Holy S::_,iri t within 
us. It is a blcssin~ which c ~ n only b2 ~p p r ec i a t ed by f a ith, 
bec~use we canno t imn gine such ~ thing ac is net in the vers e 
h ere . 'e ,·_ r ;; t ,.llc1 thr:. t th e ,S·nirit he lpcth our infj_rmities 
••for we knc.n1 not wha t to pr: :. y f o r a s we ,> ucht: but the Spirit 
i t ":c lf mn k eth interce;S Gion f o r us with z;ro·, ninc;s th.:c t c .:1 nnot 
he utt e red ' . '!h ·t t d ,10s thi s sie,nify ? In this vr o rJ.d where 
we n ro, n world o f wc ~kn~Gs a nd tri 2l, nnrl troubl 2 , wher e wo 
n re o-:;)p r e sscd ,.;very c.L:,y, whcr<~ w.:: r' r · often S ' ' ;) ressed th:: t 
we: c1c: w:,t kn,; w \'Jh:1 t to do, .-,nc-1 ,,.,c kn,--)w l,:; ss whuu we think of 
our ,,osi tLin in the li e;ht of the scri n t ,·re ,s wo h .--,ve just re ;-, c1 , 

n r c, wo to s n .. y , "I nm in this world wh e re thc,rc is s o much 
sc,rrow :1.nd l -- m hnuncl to it, so l mu,.,t :,cce·:, t it ::ts n mntter 
'l f course. It is ., '') .. :rt of th ~~ ox ;-, o rience I must h~ .. vo·'. 
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~rhcr, .::re s,)me p,orf;ons one het~, hc.:-Tcl ,if who h,1vu :'"\ sort of 
morbid fcelins that as Christians they nre c llcr1 to rejoice in 
their ··fflictions. Does it not s2.y ·'c;lory in tri'mlo.tion' 1 ::me' 
so they rejc-ice ,,11 the more! Th-t is n•)t t .-,11 the mc ,-ming 
o scri½ture. ~e are told to rejoice in the midst of the 
tribu 1 tion, not in the tribul tion itself, ~nt to rej ice in 
the midst of it lcc:use whil2 tlw ribul:-itic,n is the co.uc~c of c,ur 
sorrow, we h,:v,, side by si,le with it a. c·.usc fur joy ,'"tnd 
rejaicin~ and thGt is the of the ~lory of God. 

It is,,-.,__ ,·1r,:J.yer, nn,l wh1.t ::,re wo to rt'Y :fr:r? 1,rc: we to 
pray th"'t this c1 if:ficulty throu:_,,h which we :re po.,:t;in::~ ,'3h: 0 ll be 
tnken nway~ A pers0n is lying on , beJ of sickness and pain, 
wh t "re they to pr·y for? Sh1ll we pray for the (:hsolute 
r0licf of th:-1t person from ,n.in" 'dh,~t sh:ell v1c➔ <'0 1 Sh·1ll we 
just L:.-:,ve it and s•y th,Gt it is:, necuss:0 ry p<1rt nf the iroc-ress 
of the ~ious, it must '.Oun? Whnt re we tn do? You knnw very 
well if you fQce n pro½lem of this sort you ~re ~erplexeC :n~ as~ 
f-, i thful child of Goel you feel you must lenve it with Tiim" You 
must tell Him the co.se nnd lenve it. But we have another side 
of it her~, th~t when in the mysteries :nd ncrJlexities w~ know 
nc,t who t to 1ff ,y f,:r, thur is One: c1 -. ,c;lline; ,_,,i thin us ,Jhc, helps 
thcsE: ·enknesses nd shc,rt-cumin,·;s t:nd ':ho intercec1es fer us o.nd 
~uts it exactly ns God would he .Ve it sut. With my st~mmering 
lips I mi1;ht so.y some wronr'_ )eti tiun but the I-Inly piri t behind 
corrects it nnd )Uts it for me. oi,, whnt ~ help! 

11 The S;:iiri t nlso hel1·rnth our 
curonen;:c,zction th::1t we hnve Sornedncc 
never f:,i ls'?. 1 e :1.r n:)t told to 

infirmi tic.n:;H. Is not tho.t o. 
'ih) is ,--,_'11:.: to help ,:end He 
1r2.y to the S~irit to Jo it. 

We o.re never told to prny to the Spirit, ~ut he does it for us 
and mnkes interces ion for us nnd the ,etition ascends 
correctly worded o.n/ expressed, o.n<J the c1nswcr co.-nes. Sc, if 
we ~re hindered by vcakness ~nd infirmity, yet we have 2 Divine 
J'crson chvt-.'llinc; \,ri thin us, as the ;revi ,us v .;r,ses slv)w and He 
is there to hclv us. 

•
1He th,1.t se ,rcheth the h,::-rts 1-.:::nuwct:J ,.,h,,t is the mind of 

l~hc S:)iri t, bcc:1use J. 1 e m:,kcth intercc,sci--,n for the s,.ints 
o.ccording tu the Hill of God". You sec the :Jniri t of Goel 
identifies iiim··1elf with us when ;"e wikes interces;;ions 1,vi th 
c;n:1ninc.s, the very thin1; th,:c t the t,pc,stle h2..s s,,okc➔ n :1 hout in 
connections with ourselves. The 0 pirit is ple~sed tn identify 
Himself with our weakness (bcc~use we are n·rt of the pronnin~ 
cr~ition) nnd expresses thu correct ~etitions fur us. 

Then we c,;-n2 t,1 the third corn ){::nc ,ti , ,n, tlvt is in reg,,rd 
to the purposc:: of God. 'fe h:;ve referrccl to the hope that w0 

h, ve, when glory sh 11 succ2.,c1 the :•res2nt c;to_te of imp>Jrfcction, 
and sinful domination her~ in this world. Glory will come, so we 
look to thu future. But now the Apostle not only looks forw~rd 
but 1x1cl;:w:1.rd and slrn1J:::, thctt we h 0.vc o. pnrt in that c;r-::,,_t scheme 
of God, conceived in the p~st eternity, to be fulfilled in the 
,'.lges t,.) come, at1c1 we z:i.rz, ;)irrt of th -: t. l·L, says il\Je know all 
thin::;s work to, ,ethor L 1 r ,~ou<l to them tlv, t love God, to them who 
e..re the cc,ll2c' .,ccorr"inr1; to his :rnr-.iosc··. •·.L"or whom he clid 
foreknow, he also fid Jrcdcstin · tc to be conformed to the imnie 
of his Son, th:, t he min;ht be the firstl-)orn ,lf m,,ny brethren''. 
Ye nre those whom God foreknew in the bcfinning. That must be 
so because Goe~ knows all thin:'s, .-,nc~ it sncnks ·1efinitely of 
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thn t hereo In ~ivi du a ls w~r e b e f o r e Him. It is n o t thn t He 
c h,) s c a rn.:1.ss o f ;:1,;(.r, l e , n c;rea t mu l titncle , withc)ut s ~)ecifyinc who 
c o mposed that comp ,'tny, 1,ecnuse G,)Ll I s f n r ckn ovrl c d::;c i c; o f the 
in<h vidiD.l o 

It is ½cc n us e w~ :1rc 7nrt uf th~ t v ~st scheme uf God tha t 
t he 1-. ,iostlo ,~iv .:: s us tlnt vcr,se ,:c h ·-.v ...:: kno wn cc Hell fr c) rn o ur 
childhuod n r't which h : ·, s f qrmec1 _1 c1 owny :) ill ow fer s o m:1. ny a Wic;c-: ry 
h ,.: ,~ rt t o r e st u :1,1n. 1'Wc know ch.:, t :: 1 7. thing s ,,, ,) rk t o e, 0 t lwr f u r 

, ,d" . Do y :·, u l< n ~w it ? Th (_, t is just the , oint. Do y ou ? 
'rh ,,. t ,'l")ostlc :rn t s it in th:: t wa y " we kno w•; , ,10t th · t we: h o-ne 1rnt 
w0 -' l' -· ,--:,_ l)solut .::: ly c e rt.:-•. in th:-i t it is ::t ll ri _:ht. uom0J :)~• rsons 
l Drlk u ,rn t h is v ,, r s c i n :~ r,;c ncrn l L::t shi (,n, s t, mcthinc in this 
wu y o Ther e ~re mn ny )C r ~ loxinc e v e nt s in this wnrld, th 8 troubles 
nncl '_ ,:,v,,rnments, r~ n cl_ u. 11e my)l,,ymcnt :, n cl :•111 th,.-,t kind ::-, f thin ,,3 , nncl 
th e r,, re pri v .-, ti o ns in rnn:.~y ·t rJious h r! u,seh u ld in cc;ns oquenco. 
',f e ll, it will wo rk out ,:e ll rir_:;ht t,o rn c h ow o r t h8 other! Tha t 
is nu t ~ t o.11 t bu Me1 nin~ . It is ~ def init e ~ur~os o . Go d h o.s 
Dis eye upon e v e ry in ~ivi du ~ l. 

The r e 2 r o t wo w~ys, I un d2 r ~ t ~nd, in which the trn f f ic is 
n ,r;u l -,t ,Jd in th e s d (t, y s . Ther e ·-r e t h ,;s ,~ ---- ut o m : tic s i f. n ·1 ls 
wh i ch WGr 1r s o my s t e ri ously t o mo st pe opl e - nd si ~nify whe n the re 
is '- cl , r 1v:~y ~he ,u1 ::rn d tho se wh o wi s h t o crosc; th e -~oo.c1- watch 
t h0 s i c_: n· 1lso '.Ch E: I' (:-) is ·, l.so anothe r w,, y ::1nc1 tlL,t is wh e n the 
kind, bcnc:vulent ;;u lic oman, who ,s e .s cl nurs(c with :J. child 1,,1n ntin ·: 
t c, cr ns.s thee rc,·HI, h ,:1l c:1 s up the tr,_L . ic f o r th,,t lY:be. He h::-is 
his ey e- u ,on th e in f ·· n t, :mcl c ontro l s th e tr,---.ffic f o r th.<c t 
r,c1rticuL·r inL:n t. 'l'h ~1t iG h ow Go el c ontr ,J ls th e e v e nts o f this 

Ile h ~ s Hi s eye U J □n us. 

Ile lo,, 1,oe'~ ,l_q vn 1 t he v ~1t,t o.c; es .:mcl s,,w y n u .::in c'c me, s :~'v✓ o.11 
,if us h e r e in thi s II ·· ll t c,ni .ht ,-::i n d he: c o ntro ls c v ,c rythinc f ti r 
USo It mn y b u S '.~r ,n .,c t o vs, b ut th , ;}Vb 1ts •)f this wicke c'. 
world ~ re in Uod 1

G h o.nds (h~nds t \ t r1c v 0 r mnkc n mist~k c ) a nd 
th,..:y ,.re 'J rki:, c; out · c:r our coocL You 1•:n-:,w th;.,t the Old 
Test ,':. m0nt is full o f thr,t E·im)ll.: ,,, n r d :,:7;on d'·. They wo r e told 
t o l n ok forw :·,r d t o t he t i rw when God I S c; so dn0ss will b o m.-::, nifcsted 
in thit=; worl d . 

But y o u s ec th u t wo -fo l d chee r in thi s v e r se io God n ow in 
Hi t, divine sup c rint ;_; n t::.-tnc e hring s ·• b 'mt r:no d t G us i n c1ivi ,1u ·1 lly 
in th _ c.:~d .. Gst h .-)ur, in th e mn st c•i sm ll circumst '; nc . s. He w,i rks 
it t o >e th :, r f o r our co ,•, d ::1 nd we k n r,w it. 1Jo not s n y y n u t~n n o t 
kn•~-w it ,, _ It is \-,:, rt -:i f your Christi,-rn '> rivile;_;c t,J k n ow ito 
Ro me timus you for c c t it, hut you do i n o w it, it is writt e n h e re. 
'\ n t:! Coe.::' s :,re:~t 1,ur;1o s 0 is th~•t v, ,c sh ::i. 11 o. 11 11e conf o rm u,1 t o the 
i m:1·.c• of His :J un, thr:t i:c, mi::,;ht 1Jc the f irstl,orn ,mc· n c; mrrny 
brc, thr c no '1'hos c i1 e i s c .,_llinc: t o I-lims c l f , He will c .~1 rry S,"_f c ly 
thr ou c h until the y ,1- r c ,:; l o rifi e:,' . No t ,) nu o f tho s e who . , r e 
c Pll 2tl t o Him s h 7 ll ~erish . Th e: C~p t l i n o f o ur s n lv~ ti o n is 
hriw-;inc; 1Ii r_; m,, ny srrns t o e, lory c: n ' o f t hose th i t -r e 1,, ivc n Him, 
r e will lose n unc o 

Ik r e 
1.1e h-:"c ve n divine c ·1- t e chismo 'l'h e: r e; n rc- q ,w .tir,ns h e r e: f u r the 
me: n of faith wh o hav e re~~ the ~r c vi ou s v e rses and h c li c v e them. 
T}-,_e !0, ,)0stL, 
' h :. t things 

sc,ys, · Jh - t shall we then r;o. y t u thesu thin/:;::,? 11 

1'ho s e writt,:, n in t hG :.i r ~vi ous vcrrc: es. M,:u:·k th0 
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ai~nific~nce of th2t bee use wh2t we so frecuently fo is this. 
\-/hen trouble: c:,mc:3 into our h ,msus, we lo,,k 1t t'.ie trouble "tnd 
1.ennt to know wh 1 t business it i1iu3 in our house --:nd we wD.nt to 
get ri<1 of it :,.s rs,Jnn c,s pos i½le:, :,nd what w.__. h 1 ·1e: tc, so..y is 
ns to the trouble. Our eyes arc upon th2t. The Apostle 
turns to something else. 

·'Thersc thine;s • Never mind the tr,,uble - "these thinc:s''. 
Go~ is soin~ to bless the whote ere .ti0n ind is blessin~ you 
now ;crnd if He i ,3 workin:~ :,11 thiq;c:, t:l:_,:ether for· your e;ood now, 
irh:,t re you r;oin[~ Li s:iy tu these thin1:,s? ''h t wnulcl you sn.y? 
I think we oucht to 7ro..ise ~nd bless God. You find in the 
fs,•lms, n t the end of the L1th .i3<Juk, they si 11<; of the works of 
the LorJ, of the m:uvellous thi1v;s :,cc, mplished in the wilclerness, 
2nd in Cn n~~n itself for them. Why? In order th-t they mi~ht 
l'rc 1k out in the il\lle1uj 0 hs ·::if the 5th Booko Goel hc.s wri tL:n 
these thine;:-; t:,--,_t vie .should not be cn.st d,)wn o.nd th t our ,.or·.ns 
; ho u 1 cl 1

1 c c x c h 7 n ;:; c ~ for the son r.; s of j 1 y n cl f'; 1 c> l~ n ,_, s t3 n c' TJ r a is c " 

' If G(),1 be fnr us, who c-:n be ,c· '. inst u,s o ;i ,trnl wh:1 t clo ·-::s 
i t rn c,;. · n '? ·, ' F '.J r us · • It nw :'. n s ,':\ G i t is 11 c in r; c, x=1 r E: s s u cl in 
;;the-c;,- thin-s , th,,.t Ltc is L,r us. If Goel choso y ,iu millions 

nd mi1·1 icms of ye; . . cs .J.!)O, is nc,t He for you? Diel IL: n,it m:::,kc 
yuu His ,)wn) If 0 . rich m 0 n c -rnc;s to bhorH:.i tch u1,! :,:oes into 
--, r ·•.::5; :_ ,cc.1 ':ornc :1n:1 t -kcs :~,ut chil ,' ~,n:_'. sr,_ys •·I will look :-f 1"cr 
th . t 11oy ,,n,1 ve him c. str.:rt in life ;mcl unch;rL1 kc f,-,r his 
1.1elL1re, 1 th2n we c ·n be sure th - t kind /11,:".n i,s fer th:,t buy. 
,,e is t:,kin2, his cas0 in h~n:·' . I,Jow, if "Gu<~ 1cc for us, wh,i c .n 
be ar~c .inst us?" Y:Ju c::mnot c.~rry •::iut the :n2-lei,;y ,,f the rich 
mnn ther~, bcc~USL if uoct ~c 
•Jr ,; -· ,Jnc better th·, n Him" 
is no .:i.nswer o 

f )r ur:;, ni_·:b1--Hly c n 
ho c~n be "1~ 0 inst 

,,et b,_;hincl Him, 
'l'hcre 

"Iie tlv,t s;) '.r,:•:1 not 1Iis o .. ,n Son, hut ('elivercd Him up for 
us 211, how s~2ll llc not with Him :Jlso fre ly ~ive us nll thin~s? 
This is o Very striking verseo It oucht to he the theme of all 
our me1it.·,tir,n. 'iho h:1.d such frc,::c:nrn (•:i:' ch:,icc a::3 Goe:? But He 
i 1syJ.:1.red n,:;t IIis own ;:) c)n '•1

0 The c.:-x·_)ression, th(: ;_;xt1..ct c•XiYrc:sGi(1n, 
OCCl'TS t,.Jic(" nly in the 2?n,_1 G0ncsic, -· the ,su'1jcct of Hbr.:::h.:u-1 
r~:i.vinr1; hif3 son. Gc:d loc,kcc: ,1oHn ,1nc1. 7 Cknowle ed th::-t /,hr.-h.~m 
hac7 :Jrovec', his fci th in th t he s;, rec' n · t his own son. '' '',:,kc 
no,., thy s--_;n, thin··c unly f,on Is,-,-·c, whc,m th · u lcvoE:,t". 'There it 
is tellin; us cf the lc,,e in ,brahum' 1J n. irt to-re,rc's L32r,c. Hl: 
"rc:nt, and Gor 1, snic1 .;N(,w I knew ". c;c; ,:inc: tlwu h -'1st n•)t wi thhc,ld 
thy s,,n, .thine; nl.y s·,n from rnse ·o 'rJ.1.:,rc w ··:, the ·Jro,,f of 'thraham' 
love :,rn,l uor1 ha.s lli::, ;Jror ;f - Flc: sp rr:r1 -rnt His own Son. 'rho L'.on, 
vhy lho rn:Hk the 1rnrlds, m:, ,1c :,11 tll:i.ngs, zinc: ' <, a.11 tl1in:to, as it 
11 Tc, ni·c L1r us. 1'h(; i,postlc s~ys in ,1.1E,thc:r ,·)Llcc ·•,11 thin;rs 
'.7..rc: y ,urr, b<,cr\US•cc th:,y b : l ,n · to Christ, If th,:y o.rc fur us in 
th ·· t vrcy, c n ""'" W()nckr th~.t th~,y just \·nrk t,y c:,th r in ,"-. 111::i.rvell,mLi, 
inncrutiblc w:7.y, for 01.1r 0 1-·0ntual f '? 

·W,10 sh 11 L1y ,nythill i'. to the clvri;c of God I s e::lcctn. The 
firs c t0 0,.1~:usc us will be our cncmiC!S. r~

1 hc chilclren of Isr:J.el 
i~ the !r0mised L~nd were told not to f~ r th2ir enemies hecnusc 
Gor) w s for thc·rno 'I'h0r,.: .···.re ,)n,~rnieE3 nbout us 1,ut we nee,' n,.Jt 
fc ,"'. r them. 1r'12 world is,, ,:"c : ,t c,ncrny, 0; ,.,t~:n is a :-.r0.·t enemy, 
but we need n0t fenr because God is f~r uso There is the 
ncclrnc:tion " ho slr•ll l'.y :c,nythin _ ' There ,,-_re 'lccuscrs, the 
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brethren nre ~ccused. The .r~nt Accuser is cnp~ble of taking UJ 
the mistakes th7t <re h 0.ve made, ::i.s child:_·t:;n of G,)cl, ancl laying 
them to our ch,,r;o, hofore Gud. IIc, rirings it · rn10 to oursc)lves 
sometimes, do~s he not? 

4re there those here tcni~ht who hnve hnd the experience of 
feclin3 too nshnmuf in the presLnce of Goel to say their ~rnyers. 
'rhey h:,ve .:;one to becl pr,,.yerl;.;s;0;, bee 1.usc they v.rcr,, nshr,me(1 to 
say them! Who is it th·t is u~ins tho fnct thnt you hnve sinned 
to S;)()il y,)ur communion 1,1ith God'? r;,t. 11o He snys, "You 
pretend to be u Christian nnd profess the name of Christ, and now 
you have fallen into sin. You h vo fallen from sr~ce, b0cnuse 
you hnvu sinned n~ninct the truth. You arc wu~se than a m2n who 
never knew G0d. You know ycu ,,re ·, r>.n,• wh ·, t he s,ys in th, t mnn' s 
he ·rt he is crqv:;'1le of Sc>.yin to Goe'., ic.'': ho spuko L, Go(l 1.b,,u t 
Job. But the 1\postlc sn.ys, '' 1}ho shr,11 l:,y ,::i.nythin~?;, \Jho c .,, n 

ccusc theQ before Him~ God knows, young believer, He knows your 
sin rmd "'e hew prwiclec~ o. ,J,"-Y for you .::.nd th•1t is thn.t you sh,'.111 
confess your sin to Him ·,.nd if we ccnfcss 01.r sins, he is 
f~ithful and just to fnrBive us our sins, 1nd to clennse us from 
· 11 unri 1,,htcuusnesE., ·, sp th t ynu rni .• ht come to Hi • 'l'he very 
f•ct you h ve sinn2r', is nll th2 murc, rcnson yuu shc,ulc7 c,imc. 
It i•; not c:orncthinc; Lticl t your ch~:r:,c, rLs n r01son th•t you should 
no loner belon~ to Uim. 

·It is Uor'c thr:t justificth 9 Who is he th::,t c\mdcmneth?'' 
It is butter to re~d the two sentunces tczcth~r. When God 
justifies, who condemns? 
God clc~rs the n.ccount. 

There ir; nn ccurt ,:if tt 1:,p,J::sl when 
If~ mnn is ch~rhe2 before 2 

mn:'.istr~te, he mny ~p~enl to~ hiiher cnurt, hut when God 
justifies a p~rson nnd counts him ri,htcous, ~nd receives him 
beco.use he believes in the Lore:. Jesus Ghrir:;t, who c:.,.n set nfdde 
th t judcemcnt? Tht'r.; is n'.)ne tht'.t c::u1 c.:111 1 '.Gmn when God 
justifies. 'J_'ln t rou find illustr:· t.:0 d in Zechc1riah, i:'..G y,Ju know. 

"It is Christ th:<t died·; - it is ,::.11 bound up in Christ. 
· Uho r1h, 1 ll ,sep.~ .. r 0 tc us frnrn the love of Christ". 'lho shnll 
o·,pc,s"? 'fho sh,-:11 -,ccuse, .r com,Jemn or Ge,1 .-r:•te us;? Hho shrill 
cnme in nm~ set 1.J)_1 a b rrier b,.:tw,cn our s,·,uls 0•nd the love of 
Christ? So it is ,11 n½out Christ, wh~t He is nnd whnt He 
has done. He has died nnd is risen a;'.tin for our justificntinn. 
He is 2t the ripht h~nd of God. jh~t for~ To make intercesGi0n 
for u13. Do w'-' uw!er:;ta.nc'c our 'Jrivil.c s? 1,,,re ue hr:ve God's 
L uly iri t within us rn::kinr:; in t c;1·cccGion with rror,nincs th;._ t 
crlnnut be utL,red, :end th2r(: .::t God's ri_,_;ht hrnd we h<tvc Christ 
Jesus our Lord m2kin~ interces ion for us here in this very world. 
'.\'h;,_t is true of c,vuryonc uf us here t :ni::ht" Uod 1 ,s Holy ':ipiri t 
to take UJ our c se ~nd prcBent it ~eforc the throne of God 'nJ 
the Lunl J,:su,s, 'ho died · nd rc,:.;c ·0 ,'.,:-:in, is th-::re to inb~rccclc 
for us, tr, :1.clt1 His petiti,,ns tu the i'::thcr. dlf :ny m,n sin, we 
h,1.vc nn dvoc:tc with the L': •Lhcr". 

'Jho sh::ill se:,--r,1t'-' us fr,,rn the love uf Christ?\i It 
applies .~,t the ,:resc,nt mc,mcnt. L'-·t us t•.kc the c. 0·.se of ,',_t(Jr 
as ,J.n example, we .,1vmys come tD tcr •c1hcn we •='T'e-·k of ·~,r.J.ctic:,l 
thin:_,;;::. .Cher;., w~w l-eter who wa,s just ,- i,c•l, t tc stcr ::;n the 
sli·:pcry sl ):Je i't1c! tn deny his l:,1stcr uith o·ths J.nd curses. 
'J'he Lord knew wh t was c,:minc: ·ncl ,le tolcl L'cter of it. He s:::i.id 

').,trrn h'tth cLsirec1. to hc.ve y,u, th t he m:1.y sift ycm '.ls uhccet; 
but I h;~.ve ;)r:syed fr,r thee''. N,)w the Christ 'iho intercec1e,·1 fer 
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Peter on th : t ni 5ht, whe n He WLlS h~ fo re Pil t e , will He 
n o t interc8de f o r yo u ::rnd me , wh, : t e v ,, r ,.re mc:y do? How often 
we h ;:i v e :),1cn p r e:::;e rv cd thro1F,h th u int e rc cs,s i u n of Ch r ist! 
! e a re here to d· y h e c 2 use Christ Jo0s n o t f ~ il tn interc ede 
f or us. You will r omcmber th2 t wh E::n Mo ses interceded 0n the 
mount, they held up his h. nds. It c,e mec1 tc be so lone: .:rnd 
ho could not c rry 0n without help. dut our Intercess or is ~11-
p01wrful, One 1/11<:, hn.s bec,n in th e •. r t' VC lm t is new o n th u ri :J1 t 
h ;".n c1 of' Go d f u r us " He i s n0vt', r we ,· ry, n h1::cys full of vigour 
in the enercy o f lov e . 

nrn :ell these thin r; s we :1. r e more th,~n c 1)nqucr ,,rs thro u p; h 
hi m th:, t l o v e cl us " . :iF,; r I ·) m ;, er::,u ,~.!1,d th:' t nei th E:: r cle;:,. th 
nor life· ' -· di:: ," th i s ,.-, ur ,c;<.: rvn.nt, it <"1 oes n o t ,se:JT•"'. t e fr nm 
c:1r ist - ''to •" 0,J,, rt ::cnd bo with Chri s t which is L,r 1) 2 tt :r' 1

• 

D0.-::.th i:c, the s,:rv :-lnt of E,11 those 1.-Jho '..),;lone to th0 Lorc1 Jesus 
Christu 

So the A;::Jo stl e t cik c s in th e m;- ,n' G life in .,11 i tD 
eh r ctcteri; ;tic ::; :rn l1 n o thin :~; in life c · n sc, -.r~tG us fr om the 
l o v e o f Go i.i. ,; [fo r ,n,,, e ls, n-.T ,n~ inci J1 :,li ties ·' - those unsc (, n 
powe r s , very r c ~ l 2n~ very 2 ctiv c , they c ~ nno t tou ch the life 
o f hclievcrs. Ch, ChriGti2 11c, ~cw ~ r e .f med~lin~ with the 
unGeen s p irits " Th 0y c ~ nnot h ~r m y~u, h ut if you s o on with 
,such t11inc;s, y u will ' ~e h:,rrnful, n, i t the m" 

;;Nor po 1:rnr s , n c, r thincs pres e nt, n . ., r thin:,,s tc, c nme , nor 
h 0 i:,)1t, nor clepth, n ,:J r .-my other cr ,e. tur0;;. He \.J Xhn u s t , et ll 
cr~at inn, he sear ches in v~in for nn ndvcra~ry t o stand n o thing 
c ~ n sup , r a te u s from the l ove o f Uod which is in Christ J esus 
o ur L0r d . 

Thi e, ch.·r/c (: r 1-:•:<; inr: with the note of · n o c on·'emn:•.ti n n •· ; 
:,nd i::!vc e nd is 'ho sop ••.r"ti:.n··. N.·, '.:]),·,r :- ti o n in this wo rl ,lo 
'.!c :,re quite: Gurc ,- 1::,out the ,me th · t i13 c c,m in;';o Cnceo th o Lord 
Jesus h:75 us with Hinsclf in tru·.t ~~ 1 .-:.c,.:: '.·Je h:,s :·;uno t r) r r ep::-. rc 
for u.s, we know 1.-10 Gh· ll h(; f(,r l:Vcr with t',c Lc,rrl, but hero in 
the wnrl(1 th .:<r(, is no 1. · , .. :·;:,on ,,,hy ·,. bvJ. i ,; vcr shoulc~ n o t 1'> C c e rto.in 
t h ·, t n · ;th:i nr:: c.-•. n S O".:·' r 'L: us fr un the l c v , , , , f Gu el , which is in 
Chri.s t J C! F:,us nur Lord . 

I would lik ,) t , 1 , :we t h i s u csti on with y o u. Do y o u 
b ,. liov c th~ t if yo u c u nfcss th e L ,rtl J esus Christ th e r e is 
.,1, sc,J.u ,:.cly n ,., thL1.;:; in Lr od ' c; e r,; ti , n tb ··t c ,1.n S<c'J)'_ r ·:Lc y ,) u 
from :Iis i..-,vc:. which is .· ;hed ·J1ru:•.rl in your hc;Jrt.s? Its f ulncw, 
--· n d ·j owi.,r ·;s in Ch r ist J"c::L,c our Lor ,·! o 
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Matthew xxiii . 37-39 xxiv. 1,14. 
John xiii. 36-33; xiv. 1-6. 

These ver3es we h2ve re a d, refer of cours e to the coming 
of our Lord, and the Gubject i G one of interest to the children 
of God and never more so th~n in o time of tribulat ion a nd of 
per~lexity, because it i s the feelin ~ of every fa ithful heart 
to our Lord Jesus Christ th~t none but He J ho love s us ns He 
does, :1nd VJ ho has ;,lre:,,:, y done f3UCh rni 1:h ty thin j 3 for us, th,:a_t 
I! e is the only One u ,1nn which the de .s tinies of the world c r::_n 
rest without f~il. Our very instinct tell s us th~t. 1he 
Gir.11-, lest a nd youn; est believer ;:,. t once rest:i onds to the thou ,~ht 
th t the Lore is the 0n~y One who c0n rectify the wrancs th~t 
so m2.ni f e r;t ly exist in this wor ld throu;::h which v1E;(0 .re -:~•n.r sinr~;. 

The ~re ~t enemy of our ~ouls knows this and he n lso knows 
t ha t it i s to his interest tha t we should not keep th --t view of 
the m.• tter continually before our ey,~. He has very little 
power over t hos e whose hearts nnd eyes are absorbed with the 
nerson of our Lord Jesus Christ and exalt Him to the very 
hi ::;hest ;,la ce in their estim.:1 tion. He does what he can to fo r-, 
the ima t e of the Lord, in the hea rt of His disciples. He 
desires, in connection with ev e ry doctrine of scripture, to 
take nway the sense of the ,ersonnl intere s t of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in ourselves , a nd the a ccom~lishment of God's purposes 
for tbi s •-rnrld. .',nd s o in connection with the coming of the 
Lord, there is no subject pe rhaps , e G)ecially during the last 
one hundred years or so, ~bout which so much that is mis­
lea ding has be en written . Honest me n have sought to do whd t 
it was never intended they should do ; they have been led astray 
from the er on of the Lord Je s us Christ to theories and schemes 
of r rophe tic interpreta tion, out of which the living, loving 
' ' erson of Christ has c lowly been exclude d , until it becomes 2 

pro)hetic tre~tise, a dull, dead boo~, like 3 book of mathe­
mRtic s , a horrible thing whic h no-one would read unless he w~s 
hound to, when it UD.s the ,u r pose of our Lord J esuf; Christ t' , J. t 
the he,,rts of His own should turn to Hirn, hn El mai;,net to the 
pole\ in connection with Fis corning ;:,< ,;in. Ire is coming, and 
Ile is coming for me and th ' t is the .s um ,:' nd :rn½stance of the 
ho pe of the believer in c•·nnection with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jiow , I ha oe read some ver.se ,s ,rom the Gospel of Matthew, 
because they treat in a (\ eneral wa y of t he coming of the Lord 
Jesus from E, different -; oint of view from the Christian oneo 
Tha t is to say, our Lord spe ~ks about His cominc, but He is not 
spe~king of those who are Christinn helievers, indwelt by the 
Ho 1 y Hpirit, and members of His body. The Holy S~irit had not 
yet come down from he :ven, and tha t 3ej tles the whole ma tter. 
They were lovers of the Lord Jesus, but Jewish disci iles a nd 
they we1~e concerned a. bout ;_-1l1n_t w::i .--~ 2~oin;; to han pen on the 
e2rth, and the Lord s pe8ks to them from thnt point of view. 
I think the s cri :_) lures I lvve reo d from r;;J t the ,"' :::,how tb is in 
:\ c;e nera l way. 

I h~ve no intenti nn whdt evcr of re f errinc to wh nt follows 
f rom the 14th verse onw r ds. lhere the aub je c t is tR t en u 
in more d0tails for those to wjom t he Lor 2 will come in the 
d,'l.y of His .a r,pe ,rinL~, but wh:, t we h -tve here shO\·.r f> th,) t the 



- 2 - Noo 30 

Lord was speekine as the King of the Jews to those that 
believed He was the King' a nd th , t He h ct cl come into the world 
to set U ) the k inc; dom of hea veno 

The Gospel of Matthew is full of th2t note concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The ma nner of His birth is such 
that it is shewn to be in accordance with whnt had been 
prophesied in the Old ~estament time s . The very first 
chapter te lls us His titles, t he titles of s t ~te tha t He has 
,'ls the One :,Jho w,0\r, born King of the Jews - :i,1 1onuel, God 
there with men - the .Son of " broha m - the ·~on of 0n.vid -
Jesus, Jehova h- · ,aviour, the One ·, 1ho hn cl come to s a ve His 
peo~le from their sins, - n l l nointing to the one thing, tha t 
the Lord Jesus Chri s t had c ome to a given peo ile her2 upon the 
e c1. rth. ;,I am not ':i ent but unto t he lost ·,hee !) of the house 
of Israe1 1: . He had cr) me to hring in tha t rede m:,tion to the 
nn tion of which the ) rolhet s were full and ~e wns th ere in 
their midst . John th e Bap tist ha d her 0 lded His corning, 
~ccording to the l ns t p rophet of the Ol rl Te s tament, and the 
Lord declared on the M,, unt of Clives .,t the be ginning of His 
ministry of whn t ch. ,ract e r His kingdom would be. 

'rl1er f, , I think, those wbo gnt h,, reo round the Lord ttnd 
ha d expectationG in their he Rrts, received the first shock of 
the truth . I say delibcr:, t ely , ' 'shock';, for when the truth 
of God comes to us fir s t, it gives u o a shock, a nd we know 
it is the ··ord of God beca us e it touches us n n nothing else 
doe ',. :'. nd wha t. our Lord •;;:;, id, as He sat on th e M, ,un t, was 
' ' Blessed. a re the po ,, r in s·,irit:, - 'the ponr in s :·,irit '• 
It w0s not the lofty ones in Israe l, not the ~harisees or 
scribes, not the high ~ri es t or elders, not the piou s ( or 
those who ranked th emselves as such), but thos e who were 
}J oor in s pirit. "Blesc,ed r, re the meek : fnr they sh2.ll 
inherit the ec\rth ',, . He 1.-.ras come a,s the i\.ine;, hut as the 
l( ing who \!ilS meek nnd l ov1 ly in her•rt, 1,Jho 's1en t to His c,:1,,i tal 
riding upon an ns , uv on a colt, the foal of nn ass. There 
wa s no pomp, or grandeur, no glittering r e tinue to follow Him, 
non e of th e magnific e nc e that the hum~n heart lov es. No, He 
had come to Rav e llis peonle fr om t 11eir sins, and when pe ople 
know they have sinned , the n th oy com e down to the dust and 
t ake th e ,, lace of meekness 3. nd lowline s5 of hec\rt. Our Lord 
took tha t pl a c e -- :, e h ad nc, sin - In Hi m w:1s n0 sin'· ·- hut 
He took the pla ce of mecknes ~ Rnd lowliness, ~nd those who 
h o. d l~a rne d the truth fr nm Him, took th e place He took. 

•·BlesG e d :-ffc the meek ••• for th·::cirs is th e kin :',dom of 
h e: ven' ' . lt nd t he Lord prenchod th: t" He sheHS it w.::ts true 
o nd by mighty s igns a nd wonder s , not one her e Gnd one there, 
but in profusi on, up and down the l a nd. His word wa s lnw. 
:';very diser,se fell b:, ck at Eia hidc!ing, t h~.: very dcac! s irn ng 
to life and the l epers wa re clennse d · th e sea shra nk into 
silence .c, t His comm t, nd - yet, ~L t, 1,ms mt, C:1: o.nd lowly in h,, ;:,_ rt. 
There was infini t e pow0r, but infinite love, and t h0t 
he.1.utiful vi.rtue tlnt hides it s hoa6 and b.:i..kes th e low ;) l n c e, 
- meeknes ;: and lmJliness o f he r, rt. 

You sec , th 0 t ;,1,01s th e ldngdorn tli t men did n ot wr nt, 
not even God's pco;J l e . They did nnt v-11:mt a kingdom like 
th~t. Wh~t wa s lh0 sood of it ? 1 hey wa nted something to 
make a show, something t o ~iv c them a p lac e , to give the m a 
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t hrone to sit u ~on, a nd a s c ep tre t o rul e over others . That 
wn a the sort of thing th ~t was in the ir minds, but tha t does 
not go with meekness nnd lowlines . They did not know th e ir 
l, ing, th e ir 8avinur, ~nd t he en d wa s, th ey crucifi e d Him. 

The Lord Who ca me at the beginning o f His ministry, to 
speak these words of bles t, ing, 11hen I-I e c a me to J erusnlem for 
the l Rs t time ha d to s p ea k of riis judgmant, in th e temple 
courts. nwoe , ,_,,oe, wo ,-: 11 , He h,"' ' ' to s1.y t , , the scribes c1. nd 
,ha ris e~ s, those who had~ 0l~ce of authority give n to them, a 
pl c1. ce to t e2.ch othe r s " It was they who abused th e plnce God 
hnd giv e n them, a nd f a iled in their responsi bility to Him ­
Upon th em He w:cs unsnaring in His p r r, nouncem ents of nwoe' 1

• 

I re~d that lamentation our Lord ma de ov e r J c rusnlem. 
;iOh J e rusn l e m, J e rusn l e m, thou tho. t killost the "!)ro~,he ts, .~nd 
st crne .s t th r,m which :1rc s en t unt o thee ·;. He Himself had !'.",o ne 
up to Jerusa lem knowinK th~t it w~s ~rophesi ed th~t a pro~het 
s hould ~e rish out o f J e rusa l e m. He h7d ~one up t 0 be mocked, 
t o be ill-t re7 t ea , 2nd to be put t o de~th. And so tie sp ~aks 
th e word. He stood in the t emp l e court s , hut He went out of 
th orn, nnd go ing out l,e Jronounc es the ,-,ro rd of desol ,c,-,tion upon 
th em. 

11 'i our house is l ,.)f t un t-:) yo1J desol- 0 t0: ' . Ccnl d one 
imn ~ine ~ gr u~t er stc t e of rleso l ~ti on thnn th 0 ahsGnc e of 
Christ, th e a bsence of th e Lor d i n the h ous e of the Lord? 
ls it nnt des ol~te, mo re dosola tu thnn the wilderness sands. 
It was ct,,s o l ,tc, ,--, nd the r ;, he l e ft th em. He turned His b: ck 
up on th em. It was n sign th~t tt e kingdom could nnt be set 
up then, tha t it must rcmn in in nbe ya nc e , tha t the purpn se of 
God, so to speak, must stand still for the mom ent. He hnd 
to giv e His life r~nsam for many ther e UD0n the Cross, and 
they had t o fill up t he mo~sura of their iniquity by denying 
the Lord Jesus Christ nnd r.rntting ll irn up on tl10 cr r.i ss, by the 
hnnd of Gentiles. 

Now, this aro us ed curiosity in the hearts of the 
disci p l es. Th ey we r e fond of th e ir Temp l e. It wns not the 
Temple So lom on built n0ithc r was it the ~e m~le Zcrubha~e l ha d 
built, but it was n r e m~lo, a nd fort y six ye a rs hnd been spent 
uno n it, an~ t hey hnd some re ~~ rd f or its mn ~nific e nc e 3S a 
building , cspec:i.i 1.lly in the court:=.,, a nd they c ~~ lled the 
nt Lenti on of the Lo rd to it, ns if to s:::.y, ,,ls it re :1lly, Lord, 
nf t er n ll so v e ry deso lnt e? Is n o t tha t t emple wo rth nnything 
a t a ll? Is it mer8ly fit fer the h a bita tion of owls a nd 
drngons a nd to be th e joy o f · .. ; ild a,,ses •;, I s tha t a lJ/i t c c1. n 
be ?•· ·rhey cu.110 ,1 rittention to it, ,--nd the Lord c onfirmed His 
word. The re would be n •,t only Hi.s :ci. bs:unce but th e rr:: should 
no t be one stone l e ft upon nno the r. By nnd by, it would all 
be destroyed. 

Th en th e di s ci,les ca me to the Lord ~riva tely , whe n He 
wa s on the Mo unt o f Olives, ~nd they put definite questions 
to Him. Th ey s n id Tell us, whe n shall these things be? a nd 
wh n t shall be the si p;n of thy crJmin g , a nd of the enc7 of th e 
wor ld? ;' I like the s e evidences of the renlity of th e truth 
of scriptur e . 'i'hese ,:ue jur-,t the sort o f qu c:cti c, ns we should 
hnv8 put to the Lord nn such a n occnsion. We wnnt to know 
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when. Is it a fact that a gre;, t many of you here tonight 
have got your minds up,on when the coming of the Lord will 
take place rather than upon the fact th2t it is the Lord 
Himself Who is coming? The date of His coming does not 
matter so much so long as He comes. The human mind is full 
of curiosity, good in many-;ays but it may lead us astray. 

At any rate, they asked the questions of the Lord, and it 
was a safe thing to do. When you nsk your brethr~they urn 
and ah about and lenve you somewhere else, instead of answering 
the question, but when you ask the Lord if He does not answer 
your question directly, He says something that will help you to 
understand the subject. That is bec,::rnse 11 e is such a wise 
Teacher. ne says very little about the time when these things 
will be and what will be the cign of His coming and of the end 
of the world. There is only just a reference in the last 
ver:3e I read (verse 14). It wcnld be interestinr; to go into 
these verses in detail, but th, jt is not my purpose tonir,ht. 
'!hat I want you to mark is this, that the Lord is speaking 
about what is going to take place on the earth, and He speaks 
of it in a general way. He speaks in a way that not only helped 
the Jewish disciples and will do, when we have gone to our Home 
and they are left to beRr the brunt of affairs - their time 
will come - but the words of our Lord are so beautiful and full 
of meaning that they help, not only the persons to whom they are 
directly addressed, but all those who really love the word of 
God, nnd we can derive help from the words we find here. 

The Lord speaks generally in these verses, and the first 
thing He warns them against is that they should not be deceived. 
"Take heed th:1t no man deceive you. For many shall corn<: in 
my name, s 0 yin:,,, I ,7.m Christ; and shall deceive many 11 • Now 
would thc1 t deceive you? If .::t person came and sc1id ;;I am 
Christ', would you be doceived? Would you be likely to be led 
astray? I hope not. But the Jews might be. They might 
easily he turned aside, and the Lord warned them ag~inst it, 
because they were looking for someone' here u-con the en.rth ;,nd 
if one c"'.me .-:i.nd w,id ill am the Christn, it was possible they 
might be led astray. but it would not apply, directly, surely, 
to any Christian. If a person gave himself out to be the 
second Person of the Trinity, the anointed of Jehovah, we 
should shudder at such a thought, as arrant blasphemy. But 
there will be those who will be deceived in that way, and the 
warning is that we ourselves may easily be deceived, by being 
led bn a false scent, our eyes being turned away from the real 
Christ to a false one, from the h~pe of Christ's coming to 
thinking of persons here upon the earth and wondering whet 
places they have in the prophetic scheme, and we 5pend hours 
and hours trying to fix them up according to the scriptures. 
Well, it is the way in which Jatan leads the believer away from 
the belovc,d Lord. He says "l do not wnnt these rieople to be 
looking for Ghrist to came,nt any moment. Let them be occupied 
with things down here, nnd seek to pick out someone who is 
;,r)ing to w::cr for their •:eventual salvation and to set up a 
kingdom here on the E'arth '. ln this wn.y, believers ar·,, led 
aw3y from the simplicity of the hope in Christ Jesus. Therefore 
the warning is for us today, as well as for them then and for 
those that will be in the days tn come. 
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11 And ye shall hen.r of wo.rs ,nd rumours of W"rs: see th,'.'t 
ye be not troubled for all these things must come to µass, ½ut 
the end is not yet ·· . Now l e t me nsk you, do you think thero 
has ever be e n n century, from the time when these words we re 
spoken, when there ha s been n o wnr, o r rumours of wnrs. 
First, sec ond, third, fourth, you may go down a ll the centurieso 
Any school boy will tell you th2t history is taken U? with the 
battles tha t h~ve been fought ~nd l os t in v~ri ous parts of the 
world. There hnv e a lwa ys be e n w~rs 2 nd rumours o f wars. Yhnt 
our Lord r efe rr e d t o was the time wh e n the J ews would be in 
the Holy Land in the d ,y the:. t is C,:)mine; and th r~re would be 
w~rs, and rumours o f wars, but they wor e not t o be disturbed, 
t he end wn s not y ot. Th e r e is mor e t o follow b e fore the e nd, 
and that is why He does not w~nt them to be disturbed. The re 
" r e wars now, and we dep lore them, but th e fact that the re are 
w~rs, do e s not in any way ~f fe ct th e hope of the Lord's c oming 
for His church. 'Fo r nati , n shall rise against nntion, nnd 
kingdom a ga inst kingdom''· There will be w~rf , re ag~inst one 
another, a nd so there will be confusi on n nd strife upo n the 
enrth. And th e n the cons equences of the se terrible wars. 
There will be famin e , because there is always e c onomic wa rf~re 
connect e d with the actual clash of a rms; and pestilence, and 
e a rthquake s , not mere ly the shaking o f the ea rth upon which 
we walk, but the s ha king of the baundn ri es a nd foundations of 
nn tionn l life, so th3 t what ha s stood f or centuries, is sh~ken 
t o its very found a ti onso The se ar s the earthquakes thn t will 
t a ke plac e . And these nre the beginning of sorrows for the 
J ewish peop le. 

11Thcn sholl the y deliver you up to b e afflicted, and shall 
kill: nnd ye sht1ll be h:t ted of all nations f or my name's sake". 
This is g e tting home to the pe rsons themselve s . What the Lord 
had spoken nbout previ ,usly was something the y would hea r - the 
rumours, and they give His people a t e rrible amount o f a nxiety. 
The quick de livery of news ma y be p l e ~sing t o think a bout, but 
it means anxiety and care because things are brought more quickly 
to our knowledge, and this rloes not bring comfort, but f e r r and 
~nxiety. But what the Lord s0e~ks o f now is something thr t will 
,1 ffect them pe rsonn lly. ~hey would be delive r e d u p to the 
powers thn t b e , they woul d be persecuted, they would b e put to 
de :1 th for the nn.me of the Lord" He s ,' YG "Ye sha ll be h a ted of 
a ll nPtions for my n,0 me' s s.::lke 17 • I n.m not sure that the Jews 
have been h n ted of a ll nations yet. Th ~re is ge nerally onu, 
o r more , na tions on the f r e e o f th e e c rth who hnv e been 
friendly and well-dispused townrd□ th e J ew, but the time is 
com·ing, when every nntion und e r he -:v en will b e A.g1 inst tha t 
11:, tion thrl t God h.., s mo.de uis .1eculL\r tre3.sur0, and that He 
means to~ thu centre of this earth's Government. 

"And mnpy f a lse prophets sh::~11 ris e , ::md shr~ll deceive 
ma ny '' · I think we ought to t ~ke n wo rd uf wa rning her e . The 
Lord is s n eaking di r e ctly of the tim e when the mnn of l aw less­
ne s s and sin will b .s p ers ,: nnlly pres unt on th e ecrth, but now 
th e re is a s n irit (j f lawless n e ss in the world, and no t mer e ly 
in the world, but in the church. In our gatherings, in our 
assemblies, there n r e brothe rs and sisters who fight f or the ir 
o\m, nnd show di.',respect f o r wh;1t is ploinly th" te2ching of 
scriuture. They a rc a law to themselv e s, or they try to be, 
and ther e is lawl es .' nos -.. The eff e ct of l a wl cr,sness, whether 
in a gathering or n na tion, is that the love to Christ gets 
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fe e ble. Men lose the fibr e of thei r soul's spiritual 
strength, nnd powe r, to stu nd ~nd witness f o r God. When 
love goes, wh2t ha ve we, b elov ed fri e nds? If we l o se the 
love t o our Lord, hnw c n n we be l oy~ l, h ow ca n we be true 
to His word ? Therefore, let us b e wn re o f leaving our first 
l o ve and l e tting it in a ny w~y dimini s h . The only true 
antidote is to ke ep well in the ,r c s en c c of the Lord, and to 
w~lk in His company, hcarins His wurds , ~nd se .king t o f o llow 
His steps. 

nA nc1 h e th:0 t slE .11 e ndure unt o th e e nd, th e same .sha ll 
be s:::ved· · . Now th,-rt shows th Gs e words ref e r to the Jew. 
It is n e ver s aid o f th e Chri s ti~n a t ~11. The Joo r J e wish 
b e liever in th ~r t d ·.: y has t cJ b e t11r ough the v t•_rious tri bul:i­
ti ons, nnd if the d2ys we re n ·=•t shurt cm cd , "there should no 
flesh be sav,::dn - it iG fl eGhly, body , s oul ,rnd s~:iiri t. But 
th ore will be those who will go through unscathed, as the 
three IIe brew y c uths w1mt throu gh the fire of Nebuchndnezzar 
and n o t a ha ir o f the ir heads wn s sing ed. The y came out 
absolutely unsca th e d, a nd so it wi ) l ½e in tha t d ~y. They 
endure t o the a nd a nd they shall b e s ~v e d in th~ t g r e~ t 
salvntion of th e milleni~l kin5 dom. 

Now th e re is, sh ~l l I say, n d~t u . Not exactly a dat e , 
but an indic nti o n , ,f the corning of t h2 ond. ilAnd this gn sp e l 
o f the kingdom s h nll b e p r eached in a ll th e world f o r a 
witnes s unto all n:, ti ons i cmd then sha ll the Gnd come 1' . 

Th e se Jewish disciples n r e to go out t o the n0t ions who ha te 
th e m ~n d hate the name o f Him they love. They are to p reach 
the gospel o f the kingdom t o a ll na t ions, a nd th~t must t a k e 
p l o c c b e f o r e the e nd com es. It is n n t exactly t he e nd of 
th e a ge , but the end , the closing up o f that dispensa tio n in 
which the Lord Himself is no t pe r s0n~lly present to r e i gn and 
h~~ndl e the reins '.if g overnment. So th ' t is a point tc, bc ~·r 
in mind. It is n o t the c,) s pe l o f th e g r n c e of God, bu t the 
gospel of t he kingdom. John t h e S~p tist pre~ched it, our 
Lord Jesus Christ prench e d it, n nd ue s en t out th e twelve 
n yostles t o r r ench it, only He t o ld them not t o go into the 
wn y of th e Ge ntiles . uufnre He went on high, He told them 
t o g o int o ~11 th e world, ~nd th e y wore t o m~ke disc iples o f 
e1ll no ti ons . 'Cb .: t is n C')m,·1iss i -- 11 th,t hns no t been 
fulfille e yet, but it will b 0 fulfill cJ in ~ dvy thn t i s t o 

No w, I re n d this scripture by w~y o f c ontras t t o whAt we 
h nve in John. Th e scri p ture in J ohn come s mart swe e tly t o 
ones spirit thn n the fc, rmcr. I n m no t saying anything n. gn ins t 
t he study 0 f p r ophecy. Not n t nJ] , if we ke . p it in its 
~roper b en ring. ~hat I s~y is this. He r e in J ohn we h ~ve o 
diffe r e nt nt mos ph 0re a lt ogether. In Ma tthew th e Lord is 
,s itting cm the 1"1ount o f 1.:livc s, out in the ope n. 'There is 
the t emple, r nd the disciples c ome to liim os the Cn e the y 
b e lieve t o be the King, the Anoint e d by the Holy S~irit, th e 
One Who is going t o r e ign ove r His people n nd t o save th e m 
fr om their sins. Th e y ~s~ Him qu0sti ons, as to what is g o ing 
t o take p lace, a nd whn t sh~ll b e t h e s ign o f the e nd, nnd so 
,rn. It is :1 public disc·:;urse you .r,;c t in H:-\ tthew, but here 
in John it is something e ntir~ly d if f~ r c nt . 
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Here the Lord is 67C'-king to them n bout the . Fa ther's 
hous e , and tha t He is going to bring them there. He has co me 
ta the end of His enrthly connections with J orusal~m, with 
Jude ~ nnd Galilee, ~nd with God's people on a~rth. He has 
been r e fus e d. The high priest, the priests, the scribes 
and elders, ~re a ll ~thirst for th e life of th e Lord J e sus 
Christ, and they c ovcnnnt ed with Judas, one of the t ~e lve, t o 
betrny Him. The thing i s nll planned. They found a trnit or 
within th e camp , nnd they plnya d u~on his cupi dity thn t h e 
should deliver up his Master for thirty pieces o f silver. 
~11 this h~d been dnn~, you se e , be fore r ur Lord bc~ins t o 
spea k nbout this mnttcr. 

;\. t t he Yassove r SU?per , th e Lord knew .::.nd f e lt th ;'- t His 
hour h::cd come th r t He shc)Uld dep,:,_rt r.ut of the world unto the 
.in. th ur . lie had come fr01n God, -,nd He ,!:J.s go ing b ·ck, and s o 
He p,.:rf ,)rms iiis fin :-,. 1 ,,: et" 'e must n ,1t compc:.r,; th e Rcts Clf 
our Lord one with ~noth c r, but what cou l d ba more benutiful 
them 1r1 h en our Lord t ,,ok t he b.-:::.s un, .'.7. n(l th e w.-1ter n.nd the 
L M 0 l , rrn cl vU'.S h e d the f c;; t o f t 1l e bJ e l v - t w e 1 v c d i ;::; c i 'J le s • 
He kne w wh2 t He wns doing ns ~e ~0J li cd thqt water. He 
s ·, id ny e a re not o.11 clean·; o He knew who should bctro.y Him 
when H(; wnshed his fe,.:.-t, y e t He did it in nl ]/4ieekn0ss a nd 

raciousness, so l oving a nd tende r wns He. It was not a 
menio.l doin0 th e r1uty he was bound to (le>, but the service of 
l ove. And, I repea t, he did it t o a man whose evil he2rt 
even then wns pond ering wh ~t ~ns the best moment t o l eave the 
room and go to do his work. And the Lord bade His discipl es 
thnt they should do th 0 snme one t o nnothcr. 

He gnv e the sr)p t o Judas, a nd Ju(k.a ·o.rose, for ,'.Ja tan had 
en t ered into him. It was no t a demon, but s~ tan himself 
t ook possessi on o f th '.l t apostat<: m::-. n and he went out to do the 
foulest deed this e2 rth has ever s e en, to betray his Master 
for thirty ·}i e ces o f silvero lf e went 0 1.1t and it S,"1 ys " it wns 
night ;1 

- the blackest night - th 0 night o f th0 bctro.yal of 
our bless ed Lord. 

Then nur Lord saicl ·1I1ow is th e Son of m' n glorified". 
He had c om0 t , the ;)oi nt when the wnrl d , c::s it we r e , f e ll 
away from Him, they would not h~ve Him, His rejection wns 
comolete, . a nd now He r:mys , · is the Lion of mD.n glurified, a nd 
God i s glorified in hi m. If God be glorified in h im, God 
sh~ll a lso glorify him in himself, ~nd sha ll strai ghtwa y ~lorify 
him:1 • The Lo rd l ookc ,; n t His eras ,,, , 7.t His ck n th, nt the 
work th~t was compJ et0 , He looked ~t hims0lf as raised by the 
glory (,f the J' ;::,ther ::rn d nc :,ted in h c.'.Vcn, nnd as th 1: ' '.ion of 
ma n, glorified i!l thc,t kingc:. '1m thn.t r;h ., 17 come o t the end el f 
tho world, th e c onsumm2 ti □n o f the ~~es, the ha rvest. But 
now, tha t v e ry m:mcnt, is th e 8on n f mRn gl orified, and God 
w2..s going to glorify Him in :I irns clf, no t on (:arth 8Von, but 
in Himself, in he~v en. Th~t is wh0ra He was going, and that 
is the key t o whe t f ullows . 

Cur Lorc1, b,,gins t o S;l '-' ,k o f His g -, ing r:uv:::y. He hnd 
s ~icl/4he G1.mo to th e Jews :lr,:viously, but they in their 
ignornnce di d no t understand, ~nd the disciples we r e dull, t oo. 
The Lord t o l rl th e J ews thn t where He went they could not go. 
Th '• t was becr:uoe of the ir sins - 11 \iJher c l am, thi th c r ye 
c n.nnot come i. . Ile S i.c. yf:. the r;ame t o His disci ulc s , ; i 1hi the r 
I go, ye C'\nnot comt:: : so now I sny to you". The '.'.rk must 
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go before 2nd mnk e th~ ' '~J f or the fo ll □ tl e rs t o enter the 
h e:-. v e nly p lr•c e. 

Now Pet e r c ould n o t ~bide this r e stricti on. He wnG 
troubled b e c :~ u sc the Lo r d srd d t o him 11 • 'hithe r I go , thn u 
ccmst n (; t follow me n o w; but tho u EihD.lt f o llow me ,'.l. fterwnrd s ". 
He was J. i k e some c, f u s h e r e . Je fin d it tire s o me t () wa it. 
The Lor d s:1i d ,; Tho u sha l t f o llm , me, r: ft e rw ri r d s d ' but Fe t e r 
;; ci id ;,.Lo rd, I w::nt to do it n ov" . Do y ,·, u fit in in nny W,"- Y 
with this in c o nn v cti o n with th e Lr, r d ' s c c,rn ing? Do y ,>U 
want it n ow? Llome p oople wish to h n vc ~ go o d tim e her e first 
~ nd the n t o s0. Th ey w~nt t o ma k e th e best of b o th wo rlds , 
but this is n o t th e ,.,,n y of s cri rl tur ,"J . Fc t e: r wet s z ,,!,'.1l ous nnd 
tru e in h e~rt . The love o f hi s he : rt p ~o mpt cd him because 
h e f ~lt t h ~ t imp u n rt ing d i s ~s t e r wa s upon our Lo rd . Some thing 
was going t o happe n. hy 0 id Judas go out? It wa s n o t 
me r t: ly tr; buy r-:o mo thing f o r the m. At t h0 .-:i.. n c,i nting by Ma ry, 
J e su s h 1.d sn i d ' '/\:?'.'. inst the cl -y o f my b urying h n th s he kept 
this'·. ·1h ., t did uc me-.. n about ri is burial? It Hn s i.1ll 
my s t e ri ous t c ':-c t c r 2nd h e 1 r , n t Gd t o b e with his Lo rd ,'.1 nd n o t 
to l o~ v c Him, to be by His s ide , to f o llow Hirn a nd s ee him 
s n.fe ly throug h. ne d id n e t un d ,. rstn nd v1 h n t the Lord mec1.nt. 

He wc1 s. ,g o ing to the F ,-:, thc.,r. lk o.s the 11a.n Christ 
J e sus, th e 'fo r e, m:1.cle fl e sh, th e li n e wh o t r,. b e rnr1 cled in this 
world, t he Sa n of God from h e av e n, th e Sa n o f ma n i ho is in 
h e:-:c v e n, was go ing b c k t o the Ji'c1 t ],er, b o dy , s ,ul ::rn d s p irit. 
He was so ing t 0 th e F~ th e r n nd t o th ~ Fa th ~r 1 s hnu se . This 
wa s some thing ab out which thor c hu0 n ever be e n n wo rd in nll 
the Ol rl ,es t n me nt p rop h e cy. It w~s ~ ~ur c ly n e w r e v e l a tion 
th .- , t the Lo ,:·d mr,ker: h e r ,~ . Job e x -;-ie ct ed in his fl e sh t o se e 
God, but to b e with Go d in the:: h o u se ,:, n h i g;h i s s ome thing 
tha t the mo st n0v ~nc ed sn i n t o f Ol J les t ~ment tim e s h nrl n e v e r 
dr ,:,:;.med 0 f. i iow the Lord w:1s m,7.king :i. t k nown. f.'J. f; n o t it 
some thing ~bsu l u t c ly d ifferent, some thing on ::t h e av e nly pla n e , 
th e rev u l 2 ti o n of th e hop e for the h 0a rt o f the b e li e v e r. 

Ve r se 38. The Lor d k n ew wh a t wa s in ?e t e r's h 22rt. 
'!e s ;--:. y, I o.rn sur e , ns w0 -.. re h c r e , ,:we would n e ver deny the 
Lo r d :i s i '.:: t c: r c'" i cl" o He ··o.s s inc8 r c , h e ,,,,,sno t ,1. hypocrit e 
but he di d n o t know His h c~rt. I do ubt whe t h 2 r :i ny of us do , 
but th ,c 0 nc t hing we c m t:1. k (; c ,) mfort fr o rn is tlrt the Lord 
knows ; ns hJ i;,:: r ,;a i cl n. :c t ;:; r wn r ds , ;,Lo rd, tho u 1<.n o west n ll 
thingr;; thou k now e st tha t l. l civ e th e ('' '. 

No11 , th .,:, Lo r d turns t e: Il i s d iscip l es n n d lie m·•k e s this 
marv e llou s r eveln tiLn. L e t us not b \;; d c t ~rr cd b o c o.us o o f its 
simplic i t y . Ue rn cm b ~r it i s some thing n ew ·~n d fr esh, s ome thing 
rn :1de 1~n r,\:J n to el e v e n d L :; ci p les, ;,;; v e r y o n e c, f whom h :1 d o. hc:'l rt 
tlr. t b e t tru e f o r t he Lor d . Outs d.c t hc rc vlc' s the multitude , 
n l l a thirst f o r t he d e~ th o f Chri s t, but ha r e wc r 0 men who h o. d 
c·: ·, ntinuetl with IIim i.n Tiis tribu l n tion. 'l'h,cy hc..d b e en prov e d 
t o b ,,; tru e ets r;t ec l t o Him. I will t e; ll y o u some thing which 
will ke :.p y ,ur h c :--.. rts whil .J you ,::t r c in th e •ro rld. It will b o 
th e cho ic e st tr u~ sure t ,J y our soulc, it will b e n c nnfo rt in 
th e; ·' ,.., rkcc t d a y, .:1 n d wil l. fill y our h ec'. rt s vii th fr esh j q y " n d 
ho ·.Je in the d:-'. rkc st rn c,r1c nt "I wil l. C•Jm c 3.g ' 1 in;'. 

He snys 11 L0t n o t Y')Ur hc:0 rt b e, tr oubl e d; 
Goel ., lso i n me ·. It '. _'::t s ,-;_ m, tt e r 0 f f.'.1 ith. 

y(; b e li e v e in 
It is n o t o. 
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question of figures, o r pictures a ~ in ~ ro phecy, but it was 
qu es ti ,rn of L:li th in th e Lord 1 

,3 o wn wo rds th · t rte is Cflming 
nnd c om ing s oo n. 

Ve rse 2 . He w~s Go ing ~way to pr0pnra th~t pla ce far 
th e m. rh - t mnde them fe e l like trRv ull e rs o n a j 0urney, 
passing fr om one pl~c e to nnoth e r. It wns a chnnCTing scene, 
but the Lord said nno n ot be troubled. In my I~n ther's house 
the r e is not on e, but th e r e -re mnny 2 bi f ing p l a ce ~ , and I go 
t o prep:,_re n pl:1.ce for you''. 

lhis Jospel opens with th e Lord s neaking o f the J e ws 
having made i1 is 1 ~ ther 1 s hous e a den o f thieve s, and it closes 
h ,; re in r ev,>, ling the true F ::-· thcr' s h () us e in he ~ven, 1:1h c r e: 
th e r e a r c m.:::tny m,,nsi c1 ns , ,::i.nd H-e .so. id ,,1 gn t o ;) r e p ~•.r e n p l r. ce 
for y c u;,. It 1-1:i, n o t s o much th ._, t the Lord wc1s g c.. ing t o build, 
t1.,s it we re, som e :1rchit -. ctur.'."'. l ma nsi o n f o r u.s, as <rnr mr.te rinl 
minds imnginc , but He wns go ing th ~r ci in nrd c r th3 t we might be 
the r e. Ho w e lse c ou ld m(m, ·,:he w. r e nroperly denisons o f 
u ·rth, be found in h c~v c n? Ang0 l s we re the r e , th e y were 
cr •a t ed t o be th e r e , but God cr ~1 t ed m~n t o b e o n the earth, 
nnd n ow wa s h e goin3 t o be in h eqv en 7 ~ell, the Lord Jesus 
Christ c ~me, a nd by His death and what H~ , cc o mplished on the 
crosc, "e o p e ne d the wny. He, th0 inca rna t e S un of God, ta nk 
His s ~~ t a t th e ri ght h a nd 0 f God, ~nd we see that Mnn Who 
offered the o ne sacrifice fnr sins now seated at the right 
hand o f God a nd th e v ~ry fact tha t He is the r e , shoYs tha t 
the re is n plnce f o r us th e r e t 00 . He by His go ing has pre-
pared th e p l .:1.ce. 

,iI \vill com e n. gn in ~, nd r e c 2 ivc y •.'.•U u nt ;> myself; th '"'.t 
wh c re I nm, th 0re ye may b e a lso''. ifow I woul<1 like t o draw 
your attention t o tw o nhrases in this v e rse. ~he Lo rd is 
sp enking as the Son o f God, n o t as th e prophet of I s r ael, and 
He s ays ,,1 will c ome r-:.g t:in • -· ·,r ·•I nm cc,ming unto you 11 • It 
is ,~ presvnt thing, s omething th -- t is b .:.; ing do n e. It is ne t 
merely th 0 t by a nd by ' 3 will co rn (' , but t '. 10 th ,, u ght is this, 
tha t th e Lord is s p0aking in the et e rnal prese nt. Ther e is no 
i'.)'i::sterd.'.:.y, t o dn y C'. nd f o r vver " with Him, but 11c i G ther s: . A 
lhous::rnd ye :irs ,, r e as n ,1thine; with Him . He is c o ming, Ee is 
o n the wny, there is th e a ttitu de Gf c o~i ng . His hc~rt is 
c oming, His nc rson is c oming, t he Lor d Hims e lf is c oming, And 
mu ro the n th,, t, He s .c;_ys, \Jh e r e .L arn , th e-re ye mny be nl.so 11

• 

He Wts s pe :1 king th~: t ni ;•;ht in the u r; ;_1cr rr••·; m, but He ,c-,, ays 
Wh e r e· I nm. It is His e t e rnol exi ;t e nc e as God which He sets 
forth. H e is t he : v e rla sting ' l nrn" . Ho spenks o f Himself 
fr equ ent ly in this Llosr,e l in this w;-1y , but do we l ny h old o f 
it 1 11,,/here I !:im, ye sho.11 b 0" . BccP.usc of our finite 
chn ract c r, ,,rt: must g o fr ,) m h e r e tc, there , c aught u p in the 
clou ,~s t c, b,~ f o r 0 v s:r with th e Dord , e n h i e;h, but :[c can 
speak in this wonde rful way nnd it i s in this wn y that He 
unfolds the rev e lation o f His c oming. 

n11h i ther I go ye kne w, o. nd tho wny ye knoi,,1,1. Thomas d id 
n,,t unc'. e rr:•:tnn d this nn c1 he S'"1id " ':l e knn,_1 n o t whi thc r thou 
Gocst; rrnd h ow cnn we kn ,::, H th e wr:i yi•. I think t '.·,is is an 
inclic .:-, tion th~, t it is not ~ m;·:tt c r ,:, f pr '1:-ihccy h e r e :,t o.11. 
In th e fulfillm en t of pro hecy, the Lord J e sus Christ t nkes 
,severa l pla c e s, so t u s pc:,,1k" He is o n the Mount of Oliv er:; , 
and ;·;n th 0 throne o f His gl r)ry. Th e pro:::-i hetic scriptures 
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imply th :t when our Lor d comes in glory, He will be her e , nnd 
there and elsewhere and the subjuga tion o f th e world to His 
kingd ·m will not frkc pla ce in a moment; it will he 
successionnl. But her e it is <liff~rent. Here the Lord is 
Himself the wa y, th~ truth und the lif e . 

Thomns was spunking just ns a m~n would spenk. Ho was 
lo0king a t it from n humnn point of vi e w. He was thinking 
of the Lord Jesus going t o the hount of c: li v r:.; s, c_ nd gc ing up 
frnm Bethany, .:-tnd ,·.1 cloud r e c e iving Him out of th e ir s ight. 
He wns l ~nking ~tit inn Mnt e rin l wny. But it is n o t tha t 
at nll. The Lor d was c oming t o t r~ ke t o Himse lf those thn t 
belong t n Him, th :)sC th ::-. t the ji'-, th0r h ' CL given t o Him, ,:rnd 
it wns His ~ill thn t where h e w~s , they s h ould be , tha t they 
mi Bht behol d th e i l ory which the Fnthcr ha d 5iven Him. It 
is a ll c onne cted with h us.ven, wh0r ti th e .f:1-thc r is o.nd vrhcrc 
th er e is n ;i l."'-C (, preiJ ., r ed fc ,r us. 

You m0.y s~iy, · Di el n o t th e Lord spco.k ,,bout the fn.thcr's 
hous e in Luke xv? .; Certainly Ik di cl . He s nokt:J o.bou t th0 
p r odigrl being r e ce ived int o th e f ~th~r•s hous e , He wa s 
rcc c i ve ,'. as & pro(l ig2 l, ,-;, n fl he w;-,. s fit t e e:. f. .1 r th 1;; plnce in 
the f a the r's hnus c:.: , but this is some thing diff~rent. The 
Lord do~ s nut spcnk ~½out fitting us f or the plnce, but 
fit tine; the :e_lncc for ~, :me lie fi fs it by g,;ing thc:.:re o.nd 
being there ns the risen on J glorified Man in hcav ~n. Be cause 
He is ther \;; , thus c tha t be l ong t o ll im shnll be th \;; r c a lso . 
l, n d th ,:. t hn.:)PY consurnri-'.tt i cn i s go ing t ,1 t ::i.kt: pl:·, c0 in .:1. m(,ment, 
in the twinklinB o f en eye . It i s ne t a qu esti on o f 
pr cigress c, f time . !h~,t l \4,:•.nt t o pr2s.s up on y ou is thr.c t what 
we hnvc he r e is of t he choi c est v ~lue t 0 0ur s ouls because it 
i s the bl ~ss ed S0n 0 f ~od speaking t o th 0s c who lov e Him a nd 
ho.ve been true t o Him in th e hour (.l f Hi;3 be tro.ynl and 
r<.:;.j ecti on. We profess the n,, mt=, () f th e Lord J 0su1:, b oc .-:mse we 
beli eve that the One 1Jh n wns crucifi ed wns God's ;Jo n, we 
beli eve th e re is none like Him, Hu ca me cut f r om Go d a nd h3s 
g -, nc bacl-c t ,J God . It is th e most m:1. rvull ous L1.ct in :111 
the wor ld's hist ory tha t th e incnrnn te Se n of uod shoul d be 
her e upon th -__;• t;;, rth, o.nd He is spenkinp; hc,r .. and S 'J. JS "I nm 
the wa y ''. 

In J ohn x . He speaks of Hims elf ns the i• door of the 
sheepi;, the door f0r the s he e p to enter a place of safety, 
l t h ,., . ·11 t ' II 'I,1 h t t t th ou ere ••e srtys, !.. ;:.m 1 e way • e wny s o.r s a e 
beginning and ~o es right on t o the onJ, thur o is no break in 
it, it is c ,,ntinu :~ms, and the Lord is th ,~.t. It rn e ,..,_ ns thn t 
the Lor rt c nmos, Ho appropri~t us us as His ow n n nd th e re is the 
e nd ,) f it. It is s •.' simple. If we hi,. d to find our own wriy 
to he~v c n, we migh t bu nonplussed. If we h qd t o go on n 
Stat e s , rvic o t o one of the major states of the world, we 
be a little diffident as to what would b e the ri ght thing 
~nd to we nr, a nd the ~~tails we nu ght pr operly to carry out in 
order t;,. fulfill our misc,ion. It wo11ld be a rlifficulty to us. 
But, how ubout guing to h e.:w e n? How .·1.b,mt g, ,ing t o the pl.1. ce 
th::1 t J e sus, th e bl e:ss0d S:)n o f Ll ocl , has pr ,., pn r ec1 f r; r us, :-incl 
being wh 2r e He is? · Thc r ,..:: c,1n:v.)t be nnythine; gr (.; , t c r th::.i.n 
tli;1.t, th e Lor d s , id "I a m thG w2yn. 11If y ou b c, licve in Me 1 

follow Mt.3 11 
o " child cnn do thn.L 'l'hc Lord H:i.ms1Jlf is coming 

t o t a ke you t o Himself, that ~her~ He iR you m,y b e also. 
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111 n m the wny, th o truth, a n d the lif e : n o man c 0 mo th 
unto the Father, but b y mo 11 • lh~ t s ums up whn t thG wa y is. 
It is coming t o the Fat h e r, n o t thu p rodig~l c oming h o me in 
rep e ntanc e , but the b e li e ver in Christ c o ming t o his h eav e nly 
home . In th ~ twink l ing o f ~ n uy e , we sh~ll b e with Him u nd 
like Him, f o r we sha l l see Him fnc e t o f a c e , n n d we s h~ll 
ent ur int o the F~ th-r' s h ous e . c shnll n o t b e str8 n gc rs 
th e r e n nd we sh~ll b e n o f isfi gu r eman t t o the Fn t her's h ouse , 
th e Lo r d will t n k a c 2 r e of thn t, f o r we s h ~ll b e like Him. 
He i s full o f gl o ry ~n d Ho will mnke us full of c lory t oo . 
Wh ~t blcss ef wo r ds thes0 u r e , n n d h ow we ou ~ht t o che rish 
thorn. \lhn t I pl~ad f o r i s th~ t these wo r ds s h oul d b e a cc ep t e d 
by us shnll I s a y in t he simp licity in whic h th e y wore s poken. 
Th er e wer . c lov e n hnrrassc J, t e rrifi c d i s ciple s , fe e ling tha t 
t ho y w~ r o n n th e brink o f n c n t as tr0phe . fh e Lor d was going 
t o l ~a v c th 8m n n tl nu g~v c th orn the mc s t go lde n ~ r o mis e He 
could giv e them. ~o fn r fr nm their being sep~r Qted fr om 
Him, Re was just go ing awn y a n d He wo u l d c nme ba ck f o r t h em. 
Th ey we r e t o gn t o th e fa t h e r, a n d t o t he F~ the r' s ho u se , n n d 
He wo uld to th e WQY th e r e , ~n d il e w,~uld b e the truth, n nd He 
woul d be t he life , which woul d lc e e p the h op e burning in th e 
s oul. M~ y Go d help u s t o t a k e t he h o p e <l f the Lo r d 's coming 
in it s simplicity and in it s p ow0 r int o our snuls f a r our 
a~ily help. 




