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THE HEAVENLY GUEST,
THE HOLY SPIRIT.

¢ GODLY friend has been residing with me for

a short time,” said a Christian, ‘‘and [ assure

you that he shed a holy influencc over the whole
house.”

This put me in mind of that divine person, the
Holy Spirit, who dwells in the Christian. The
Christian is a house, thought I, and the Holy Spirit
is the divine Guest in that house.

What a thought, that God should dwell with man;
yea, not only w#t/ man, but zz man! And what a
solemn consideration it is as to how I am treating
that heavenly Guest!

I may have a visitor in my house, and he may
keep to one room and I have no intercourse with
him; yea, I may at times forget that he is there; or
I may be in daily company and intercourse with that
visitor, consult him on every subject, and be guided
by his wisdom. What a difference!

So it may be with the Christian. He may be com-
paratively little influenced by the residence of that
divine person; yea, he may forget that He dwells
in him; or he may be daily, hourly; momently un-
der His guidance and direction. Precious, solemn
thought!

But let us look at this important subject step by
step. Is it certain that the Holy Spirit is a divine
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person, and that He dwells ¢z us? or is it rather a
divine znfluence exercised upon us?

Our Lord said, ‘“ When he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear
that shall he speak: and he will show you things to
come” (John 16: 13). Surely then this is a person;
for He hears, and speaks, and guides. We might
be guided by an influence; but an influence cannot
hear, and it cannot speak: none but a person can
do these things. Other passages are equally con-
clusive.

Then as to His dwelling in the Christian, Christ
said, ‘I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the world can-
not receive, because it seeth him not, neither know-
eth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be é# you” (John 14: 16, 17).

Here it is ‘‘skall be in you,” because the Holy
Spirit was not then given, because the Lord Jesus
was not yet glorified (John 7: 39); but at the ascen-
sion our Lord was glorified, and then on the day of
Pentecost He sent down the Holy Spirit as a per-
son. And He now dwells in the Christian: ¢ Know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost, which is 2z you?” (x Cor. 6: 1g).

The above passage in John 7: 39 is very impor-
tant, because it shows that the Holy Spirit was about
to be given in a way that up to that time He never
had been given. He surely was at all times the
source of the new life in those converted, and He
surely influenced in various ways those guickened



Tre Hovy Seirit. 5

but all this He could do, and did, without dwelling
in them as a person. Our Lord is very explicit,
that the Holy Spirit could not come in this new
manner until He Himself went away (John 16: 7);
and in chapter 7: 39 it is expressly said that ‘‘the
Holy Ghost was not yet given:” though, of course,
He was at that very time influencing many in var-
ious ways, as He always had done.

This, too, explains the difference between expres-
sions in the Old Testament which we do not find in
the New, and which, we may be bold to say, do not
now apply to the Christian: such as psalm g1: 11,
““Take not thy Holy Spirit from me;” because He
is now dwelling in the believer, and because we have
the plain promise that He shall ¢ abide with you for
ever” (John 14: 16).

This brings us back to the point we started with:
The Christian is a house, or temple, in which the
Holy Spirit, a divine person, surely dwells. Solemn
thought! Do I reallycredit it? Howam I treating
that heavenly Guest? Am I submitting to His holy
actings and seeking in all things to be guided by
Him?

If some great person were to come and reside
with any of us for a few days, how careful we should
be that nothing should meet hiseye or reach his ear
that would in any way offend the most refined feel-
ing! How wzuck wmore careful we should be that
nothing in our spirits, minds, affections, thoughts—
to say nothing of our outward walk—should in any
way grieve this holy and heavenly Guest within us!

And how sensitive must /e be! how conscious of
the least stain of sin! As one brought up in -lean.
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liness and refinement is pained and troubled by that
which another, who is used to slovenly ways, heeds
not, so our divine Guest must be grieved with the
least thing that is inconsistent with purity.

And so we are exhorted: ‘Grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption” (Eph. 4: 30). How important then to
know how we ought to behave ourselves in relation
to this Holy One; to learn in what character, and
for what purpose, He thus dwells in the Christian.

And this not as a mere doctrine. All Christians,
I suppose, hold to the personality of the Holy Spirit,
His Godhead, His descent at Pentecost, etc.; but
surely all are not realizing the fact that a divine
person is in each: as verily a person, and as surely
dwelling in each, as ever we had a human visitor in
any one of our houses.

But an inquirer may ask, Can a person, a being,
dwell in a person? Yes, undoubtedly, when one is
a spirit. When our Lord was on earth, some per-
sons were possessed, or indwelt, by evil spirits, and
these evil spirits Aneww the Lord Jesus, and spoke to
Him, and they were cast out of their dwelling-
places; and they asked permission in one case to
go one way instead of being sent another (Mark 5:
12). These were beings surely, to know, to speak,
and to be turned out of their houses; and they
dwelt in men. So the Holy Spirit can, and does,
as a person, dwell in the believer.

If we realized this, should we think as we do?
speak as we do? act as we do? No; like the disci-
ples, when walking together they could dispute who
should be the greatest, but when in His presence
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they were ashamed to name it (Mark ¢: 33, 34); so,
there are many things we engage in which we
would not, surely, if we remembered this divine
Guest.

But not only this. When Christ was on earth,
the disciples carried to Him their questions, their
troubles, and their desires, and He corrected their
mistakes, and comforted their hearts. Now there
is another Comforter here, with us, in us. Do we
as readily expect His guidance, His teaching, and
His comfort? Alas! no; for we have not fully
realized that all this is true and available to us.

But it is important to know that, whether we real-
ize it or not, it is a fact. The Holy Spirit 75 here
as a person, with us, in us. But as what ?—as Com-
forter, Counselor, Advocate, ‘ PARACLETE.”* All
this for us! How are we availing ourselves of this
high privilege? Had we a difficult matter in hand,
and could consult an eminent counselor, how readily
we should leave it all in his hands, to carry it
through for us. But we have more; we have a
divine Counselor, ever present to help and guide.

Are we troubled about our salvation, and need
assurance? It is ‘‘the Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit that we are the children of God”
(Rom. 8: 16). In some it may be by means of a
- passage of Scripture that they are led to trust in the
work of Christ in redemption, and are taught to
credit that he that believeth hath everlasting life,
and thus obtain peace and assurance; and this is
surely of the Holy Spirit. But others cannot tell

* Literally, ‘‘ one called to stand beside another.”
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when they were converted, or point to any particular
passage of Scripture as the means used of God; yet
they are assured of salvation; they have the witness
in themselves: the Spirit beareth witness with their
spirit that they are children of God.

Is it prayer? We know not what to ask for but
as the Holy Spirit shall teach us (‘‘praying in the
Holy Ghost,” Jude 20): and He works in our
hearts, making intercession for us with groanings
which we cannot express (Rom. 8: 26).

Is it worship? We can render acceptable worship
only by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. ““God is a
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth” (John 4: 24). ‘“Weare
the circumecision, which worship God in the spirit:”
or, as the editors read it, ‘‘ worship by God’s Spirit”
(Phil. 3: 3). What a privilege! And yet, how it
tells me that much I have taken for worship in my-
self was only bodily presence and formality. May
God lead us to more true worshipin the Holy Spirit!

Is it divine knowledge we want? Itisonly by
the teaching of the Holy Spirit that we can obtain
it, through the word of God. A natural man may
be familiar with the words of Scripture and have a
system of divinity; but he can have no dzvine knowl-
edge: for ‘‘what man knoweth the things of a man
save the spirit of man which isin him?” An animal
cannot know what is passing through a man’s mind,
because he has not the man’s spirit; ‘‘even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of
God. Now we have received . .. the Spirit which
is of God, that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God” (1 Cor. 2: 11, 12). 5o,
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then, in being born of God (and this, too, is of the
Holy Spirit, John 3: 5), we have a nature to which
the Holy Spirit can communicate and give His guid-
ance, and through which He can act. We have,
each in his own measure, the capacity to understand
divine truth.

And so we might go through all that pertains to
the life and walk of a true Christian, and we should
see that it is all by the indwelling and operations of
this heavenly Guest. ¢ If we live in-the Spirit, let
us also walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5: 23).

But we turn now to discover how and by what
He is hindered in His operations in us.

Many Christians suppose that at conversion the
old nature is changed intothe new; or that, at least,
the change has commenced; and they expect that it
will gradually continue until there is <0 more of the
old left, and then they will be fit for heaven. But
alas, after many years they learn, by bitter experi-
ence, that the old nature is still there, and ready to
act as ever. Now, the truth is, the old nature is
not changed at all; but a new life and nature is
imparted by the Spirit to the believer. It is called
in John 3:3 and 1 Peter 2: 2, @ new birtk, in 2 Cor-
inthians 5: 17, and Galatians 6: 15, @ wew creation.
But the old nature is still there also, and hence the
hindrance and conflict. My flesh lusteth, or desir-
eth, things contrary to the Spirit; and the Spirit
has desires contrary to the flesh: ‘‘For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh” (Gal. 5: 17).

A Christian, then, has in him both the old and the
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new nature, and the great practical question is, How
is he to regard and act towards them? Scripture
answers that question. It declares that the Chris-
tian has died and is risen with Christ (Eph. 2:
5); that in God’s sight he is no longer in the flesh
(Rom. 8:9). . Thus, we are exhorted to 7eckon our-
selves dead to sin, and alive to God (Rom.6: 11); to
put to death our ‘“‘members which are upon the
earth” (Col. 3: g)—that is, to fully own that we
have died with Christ, and no longer to feed the
appetites of the old nature—to ‘‘make no provision
for the flesh” (Rom. 13: 14), but keep it under—
keep it in the grave, where God has put it—not
allow it to have a voice. This, of course, can only
be done by the power of the Holy Spirit; and this
is one of the purposes for which He has been given
us, namely that we should not do the things which
our old nature would prompt us to do (Gal. 5: 17).*

The body should, of course, be distinguished from
the flesh. The body of the Christian is for the Lord
(1 Cor. 6: 13); a member of Christ (ver. 15); which
we are exhorted to present ‘‘a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, our reasonable service” (Rom.
12: 1); and which shall be quickened from the dead
by His Spirit that dwelleth in us (Rom. 8: 11). But
such things are never said of the flesh—the corrupt
will and nature of fallen man: #Zis is wholly con-
demned. ‘They that are Christ's have crucified
‘the flesh, with the affections and lusts.” So that
the one born again can no longer live consistently
in the indulgence of the flesh.

YT generally admitted that this verse should be rendered,
*''That ye should not do those things which ye desire.”’
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And this not merely as regards gross evil. In
everything we should be guided by the Holy Spirit,
and not by our flesh. We are apt to limit the term
““‘flesh” to outward manifest evil ; but as a natural
man may be very moral and upright, amiable and
charitable, so a Christian may be all thisand yet not
be led of the Spirit: for there is amiable and lovable
flesh. See the case in Mark 10: 17-22.

And it is important to notice that while some
passages of Scripture speak of the Holy Spirit as
distinct from my spirit (such as ‘‘the Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit,”” Rom. 8: 16), in
other places the actings of the spiritual or “new
man” cannot be separated from the acting of the
Holy Spirit in me and by me: such as ‘“‘praying in
the Spirit;” ¢“worship by God's Spirit;” *“walk in
the Spirit,” etc. And this word walk would em-
brace all my outward ways; so that whatever I do
contrary to the leading of the Holy Spirit must be
of the flesh; for the ‘“‘new man” will always and
only be led of the Holy Spirit.

And not our outward ways only: there is such a
thing as ‘‘ bringing into captivity every zkought to
the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). And know-
ing, as we surely do, the many vanities our thoughts
are prone to fall into, what a mighty power must
that be that can bring our very thoughts into the
obedience of Christ! But the Holy Spirit is God, and
you cannot limit His power. O fellow-Christian, let
us be more subject, that we be more guided by Him!

But it may be objected that ‘“if all this is so, then
what the Christian says and does must be inspired;
whereas we constantly find him making all sorts of
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mistakes, even in doing that which is right to be
done.”

It is quite true that we find Christians making
sad mistakes; but the explanation of this is, that in
these mistakes theyare #zof led of the Spirit, butare
led of the flesh; though the two things may be
closely associated: thus, I may begin to pray in the
Spirit, but afterwards proceed in the flesh. I may
not be conscious of this myself,—though I ought to
be,—while it may be manifest to others. But even
as led of the Spirit, Scripture does not say that we
are inspired. We read that ‘“all Scripture is given
by inspiration of God;" or, is God-inspired {2 Tim.
3:16). This was God using holy men as instru-
ments to write what He wished to convey to man;
and while He used the minds of those men, yet it
was God's message; and He could and did have His
message conveyed precisely as He wished it, and
thus gave us the Scriptures for the revelation of
Himself, of His ways, and the guidance of His
people at a1l times. Now, we are to be gwuided by
that Word and the Holy Spirit. Thus, all are ex-
horted to ‘“walk in the Spirit;” but it is we who
are to walk, and we are men; and if we fail to sub-
mit to the Spirit, our walk is unsteady. Or, where
there is gift for ministry, “if any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God: if any man minis-
ter let him do it as of the ability which God giveth”
(1 Peter 4: 11). ‘‘If any man speak,” *‘if any man
minister,” it ought to be, not as something from
himself, but as the oracles of God (a very solemn
word this); but in speaking or ministering we are
always liable to make mistakes.
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Thus, we are told /kow to speak and to minister.
Gifts are given by the Lord (Eph. 4: 8-13), and
Timothy is thus exhorted: ‘‘Neglect not the gift
that is in thee ... Meditate upon these things;
give thyself wholly to them ; that thy profiting may
appear to all” (1 Tim. 4: 14, 135). But in revela-
tion it was God speaking, and was altogether dis-
tinct from man’s being gifted, or stirring up his
gift. He could use Paul, and his mind and circum-
stances; or He could use Balaam, even in opposi-
tion to himself and his wishes. Therefore, though
the Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit,—and
this is true of all, whether specially gifted or not,
—yet it is the man who acts; and the ‘‘earthen
vessel is always liable to err, and mar the testi-
mony ;—this is totally different from ‘‘inspiration.”

Since the canon of Scripture was completed the
Holy Spirit undoubtedly has given to one here, and
another there, understanding for the #ru¢ interpre-
tation of portions of that Word, and given ability
to put it forth to others. But they were men, and in
putting it forth they may have more or less failed:
it can never be appealed to as a test of truth, as the
Scripture is.

But further: ¢“The fruitof the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness (or kindness),
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (or self-
control)” (Gal. 5: 22, 23). Now, how is it that so
many of God’s dear children lack these fruits?
Doubtless the great hindrance is that they have
not dealt with the flesh as an enemy, but, like the
Israelites in the land of Canaan, they have let the
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old inhabitants live; and more than that, we often
hear Christians making excuses for this. ‘I am
naturally of a bad temper,” says one; ‘I cannot
altogether forget my station in life,” says another;
and so on.  Well, the secret is, that if the flesh is
not kept under foot, it will produce abundance of
fruit; and this smothers and hinders the fruit of
the Holy Spirit coming to perfection. Oh, that I
might remember that the great hindrance isalways
in myself!

Then, as to joy and peace: doubtless many have
been converted under a defective gospel, or have
been brought up amid the mingling of law and gos-
pel; and this has produced its fruits. Much must be
unlearned, or set right, before the Holy Spirit can
produce f7s fruit of ‘“‘joy” and ‘‘peace.” Some
may have been led to search the Scriptures with no
other instructor than the Holy Spirit, and they have
believed the glorious gospel, and what God says
about the eternal security of those who “believe in
Christ, and they have joy and peace: while many
others may have heard a measure of truth from
childhood, have believed it, know something of
Scripture, but they have little or no settled joy and
peace. Alas, how man spoils what he touches!
Well, joy and peace are fruits of the Holy Spirit;
and He will produce them in all who are born of
God if they will but read the Scriptures and let"
Him be their teacher. ¢ The kingdom of God is

. RIGHTEOUSNEss, and PEACE, and jov in the Holy
Ghost” (Rom. 14: 17).

But another objection presents itself. It has been
said that the statement that all Christians are now
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indwelt by the Holy Spirit is inconsistent with the
casesrecorded in the Actsof the Apostles: that there
we find Christians who had not received the Holy
Spirit; and they received Him only by the laying on
of hands. While some have thought that the giving
of the Holy Spirit, spoken of in the Gospel by John,
was restricted to the times of the apostles.

Let us look at these cases in the Acts; and in do-
ing so, let us keep in mind one of the great principles
touching the giving of the Holy Spirit: we find it
recorded in 1 Cor. 12: 13: ““ Byone Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen-
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have beenall
made to drink into one Spirit.” Mark those words
—*‘“Pbaptized into one body:” therefore, though in-
dividually indwelt, we do not remain simply individ-
ual isolated Christians, but by the baptism of the
Holy Spirit we are formed into ‘“one body.” So
that each stands in a twofold position: he is an indi-
vidual saint, indwelt by the Holy Spirit; and he is
formed by the Spirit intoamember of the one body.

In the case of the Samaritans (Acts 8: 135), it was
divinely ordered that they should not receive the
Holy Spirit independently of the apostles at Jeru-
salem. Thus a rupture in the Church in those very
early days was prevented—the rivalry of Samaria
with Jerusalem done away: see John4: 19-24. The
Holy Spirit was given with the laying on of the
. apostles’ hands; and thus the baptism of the Holy
Spirit was manifestly into the body.

Then the case of Paul (Acts g: 17). As he was
the instrument used of God to bring out the reve-
lation of the Church, hid hitherto (Rom. 16: 25, 26),
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it was important that he should be in a position to,
enforce his teaching with autlority direct from God.

(See Gal. 1.) $Still, he too must be baptized into the

‘““one body,” and we find that he also received the
Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, but zof tke
hands of an apostle.

But in the case of the Gentiles (Acts 10: 44) it is
different. The Jewish nation, as they had refused
Christ, had also refused the testimony of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 7: 51), and the days were come when
some from all nations were to be gathered to the.
Lord. And here it is remarkable that the Holy
Spirit is given, #o¢ by the laying on of hands, but
whitle Peter s speaking. It may be that Cornelius
and his housel.old were divinely quickened individ-
uals before this, but they were not acquainted with
the power or value of Christand His death for them;
but on Peter’s preaching they believed and at once
received the Holy Spirit: thus marking out, as it
would seem, the normal way in which God intended
to deal with Gentiles. The apostle therefore asks
the Gentiles of Galatia if they did not receive the
Holy Spirit by the kearing of faith (Gal. 3:2). Still,
here too there is a visible link that the baptism was
into the ‘‘one body,” for Peter had a special rev-
elation to go to these Gentiles. He also made
known their case to the assembly at Jerusalem, and
the apostles and brethren glorified God.

The case of John's disciples (Acts 19: 2-6) is still
different. They were only acquainted with what
John the Baptist had preached, and knew not even
that the Spirit had come upon the disciples at Pen-
tecost. The apostle makes known to them the truth



Tue Hory Seirrr. 17

as to Jesus Christ, and they also are baptized into
the one body: Paul lays his hands on them, and
they receive the Holy Spirit.

These, then, are the cases recorded in the Acts
after the day of Pentecost; and it is important to see
that in each there is a connecting link with the then
existing Church; the baptism of the Holy Spirit was
manifestly into the ‘“one body.” But it should be
remembered that during the Actsof the Apostles it
was a peculiar transition time, which can never occur
again. The Church had its beginning at Pentecost,
butits standing and peculiar blessings were by many
only gradually understood and enjoyed. 1There were
the apostles at Jerusalem, with more or less of the
Jewish rites and ceremonies, on the one hand; and
the Gentiles being brought in on the other; still
“one body "—one Church. The former phase was
speedily but gradually to fade away—God gently
leading believers out of Judaism, until all were ab-
sorbed in the lightof full Church standing, in which
there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free; but
Christ is all and in all. Now we fall back upon the
original announcement that ‘‘they that believe”
shall receive the Holy Spirit (John 7: 37-39). And
all through the Epistles it is spoken of as a recog-
nized common blessing. ¢ Know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit?” (x Cor. 6:
19). ‘‘Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by
the Spirit which he hath given us” (1 John 3: 24).
‘“ After that ye believed [or, having believed] ye
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise”(Eph.1:
13). See alsoRom.8:9;Gal.4:6; Eph.2:18; Phil.3: 3.

All these passages fully answer the objection that
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the indwelling of the Holy Spirit was restricted to
the time of the apostles. It was true of the Chris-
tians in all the assemblies, as these passages prove.

But let us never forget that the baptism of the
Holy Spirit is into the one body, ‘‘and we have all
been made to drink into one Spirit.” We now see
Christians divided into hundredsof parties; but this
is man’s doing and not God's. He forms into the
one body; and we are exhorted to ‘‘endeavor to
keep the unity of the Spirit” (Eph. 4: 3). There
are, alas, many other bonds of unity, but this is
God’s. ‘‘We have all been made to drink into one
- Spirit.” Solemn thought! when man is seeking
“his own” pleasure or supposed profit, rather than
the glory of God in the manifestation of the one
body which He has formed. There is one body
—one Spirit. Then I cannot really be an isolated
Christian. I am one with Christ as my head, and
1 am one with each of the members of His body;
the poor as well as the rich; the ignorant as well as
the learned; the rough as well as the polished. I
may disown them; try to pass them by; shun them:
shame on me if I do, unless they are associated with
evil. But the fact remains; We areall baptized into
the one body—we /fave all drank into one Spirit.
These facts we cannot alter if we would. ‘

Some have found difficulty in the unity for which
our Lord prayed: “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe
that thon hast sent me” (John 17:21). They seek
refuge in the unity of the ‘‘invisible ” Church—in
the relationship which grace has formed between all
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the children of God. But the Lord prays for a
mantfested unity, ‘‘ that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” The Father was in Him and
He in the Father, and this manifested in Him a
character which made all the world responsible to
believe in Him. Thus are we also one in them,
and wherever therefore there is a true Christian,
this being one in the Father and in the Son will
produce a character in him which will be the con-
stant and manifest witness of Christ, and of Christ
having been sent of God. None can gainsay the
Christian character. In all nations, and among all
classes of men it is one and the same.

That unity begets communion. John wrote his
first epistle to the saints generally, declaring what
he had seen and heard: ‘“that ye also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ”
(r John 1:3); and, “‘If we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another” (chap. 1: 7). Christians talk of hidden
oneness, which is true so far, but fellowship surely
cannot be hidden and mystical; and we ought to
have fellowship one with another. And Scripture
declares that if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we shall have fellowship one with another.

It will not be a party-fellowship, for the Spirit
does not form the children of God into parties. He
forms a// Christians into one body, and only one,
and the true fellowship of the Spirit must therefore
be on that principle possessing our souls, as well as
in obedience to all that God has revealed to us by
His Spirit.
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But an important question will suggest itself to
some who may have hitherto but little considered
this subject: namely, ¢ How is the guidance of the
Holy Spirit to be obtained? Through the Lord’s
mercy I am a Christian. You say I am indwelt by
the Holy Spirit, and you exhort me to be guided by
that divine Person: but how is that guidance to be
obtained? AmI to prayto the Holy Spirit to guide
and control me—or what?”

The Christian is never told to pray to the Holy
Spirit for guidance, nor is there any instance in the
New Testament of such a prayer; any more than I
am exhorted to pray to God to love the world, or to
Christ to love His Church. Remember that the
Holy Spirit has come for the express purpose of com-
forting and guiding the Christian; and the many
exhortations we have clearly prove that what is
needed 6n our part is submission to His guidance.

Of course the Holy Spirit is God; but we have no
instance in the New Testament of prayer being ad-
dressed o the Holy Spirit as a distinct person. It
is 6y Him that we rightly pray to God (and in this
sense we do pray to the Holy Spirit), and to the
Father, and to the Son. Thus the prayers men-
tioned in the Epistles are addressed to God, or the
Father, or the Lord Jesus, to do something for us
by the Holy Spirit. See for instance, Rom. 15: 13;
Eph. 1:17; 3: 16. Neither is it intelligent to pray
for the Holy Spirit to come. He came at Pentecost,
and He abides with us.

Still, prayer must be our constant occupation:
¢ Pray without ceasing,” is the exhortation; and no
advance in the Christian life will ever bring us be-
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yond this state of absolute dependence on God. Our
blessed Lord spent an entire night in prayer (Luke
6: 12).  How seldom do we thus devote a full hour!
And yet if it was seasonable for that Holy One, how
much more should it be prized by us! Let our first
lesson then be DEPENDENCE going out in prayer.
The next thing is self-abnegation. Our Lord said,
“I came down from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent me” (John 6: 38).
So we must be content to have no will of our own,
if we desire to give ourselves up to the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. The very first step we may be called
to take may be to give up something which we fondly
cherish; or to do something we naturally dislike and
shrink from. Still let us remember that we cannot
be led at the same time by the flesh and by the
Spirit: we must make our choice. ¢ Be notdeceived;
God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit,shallof the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting” (Gal. 6: 7, 8). If we desire to please the
flesh, then so far we renounce the leedings of the
Holy Spirit. If we desire to be led of the Spirit,
then the flesh must not be listened to. Like Paul
at his conversion, when sent to preach the gospel to
the heathen, he says, ‘“ Immediately I conferred not
with flesh and blood” (Gal. 1:16), which might
naturally have led him to prefer a ministry among
his brethren, the Jews. So it must be with us; of
what use for me to ask God to guide me by His
Spirit, unless I am willing to follow that guidance,
be it what it may? The Christian ought to have no
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other will or desire than that which God would have
towards him. Oh for more self-abnegation! Our
blessed Lord came to do the will of His Father,
Surely then we also should seek to do His will, and
have nowillof our own. May we be able. truthfully

to say,
“1 bow me to Thy will, O God!

And all Thy ways adore,
And every day I live, I’d seek
To please Thee more and more.”’

The next lesson is obedience. Our Lord said, “If
any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc-
trine, whether it be of God” (John 7: 17). Most
Christians would like to know the doctrines of the
word of God; but to po His will is the only way.
It is an important lesson to learn, that I have not
simply to acquire truth, but I am also to 4o the
truth (x John 1: 6)—practice it. God gives me a
little light, and says, Do this, or, Leave off that:
here is Scripture for it. But I hesitate. It may
call for a great sacrifice; or perhaps I want to know
what else I may be required to do after that, and
see all its consequences at once. But no: beyond
the first step God may hide the path He has for me.
Why? Because I must do Hzs will, step by step, if
I wish to be led. God’s way is line upon line and
precept upon precept; but we must not expect the
second line or the second precept till we have learnt
the first and have obeyed it. Then, but not till then,
shall we be ready for the second. Much failure is
with us all, surely, but if our aim and desire be to
do His will, God will help and lead us on. And
this does not produce uncertainty or distress in
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souls, but the very contrary: confiding in Him, we
simply go on. The uncertainty is with those who
have more or less light and are not willing to follow
it. The word is plain and positive that he that
“will do his will shall know of the doctrine whether
it be of God.”

‘Again, “If thine eye be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light” (Matt. 6: 22). Ah, here is
the secret of our shortcomings, our dulness, our
want of progress. Often and often our eye is not
single; often and often we are not willing to do
His will instead of our own. But we must not be
deceived as to the result. The Word is very plain
as to this. If we do God's will, then, though ‘‘the
world passeth away and the lust thereof; /Ze that
doctle the will of God abideth for ever” (1 Johnz:17).
If we do it not, *“To him that knoweth to do good,
and doeth it not, to him it is siN” (James 4: 17).
Solemn word this for God’s saints!

But the obedient Christian is led on, and he is ex-
horted to ‘‘grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3: 18).
And this, too, is of the Holy Spirit; for Christ said,
““He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall showitunto you.” ¢ He will guide youinto
all truth.” 'This, of course, is to be found in the worD
or Gop; and hence we see the great importanceof a
careful and prayerful study of the holy Scriptures.

The word of God is now complete, and we must
not expect the Holy Spirit to teach us anything not
therein revealed. It was said, ‘‘ He will show you
things to come” (John 16: 13); but this was said
before the New Testament was complete—before
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the Epistles or the Revelation were written.* Now
all is one complete whole: and if we should even
see an angel descend from heaven, and he should
preach to us any other gospel, he is accursed (Gal.
r: 8), and we, of course, must not regard it. We
are told to try the spirits (1 John 4: 1), for many
false and heretical men and teachings are gone
forth into the world, denying the truth in various
ways, and the only test of our faith, is zke word
of God.

The importance of this too is intensified aswe ap-
proach the last days: for ‘‘the Spirit speaketh ex-
pressly that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils” (r Tim. 4: 1); and what can
keep the soul amid this but the word of God by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit? I say ‘‘bythe teaching
of the Holy Spirit"—mnot because God may not use
human teachers (for there are such: Eph. 4: 11) as
a means to convey truth tous; but it must be by the
divine power of the Holy Spirit to be really profit-
able to us. ‘‘They shall be all taught of God.”

The Holy Spirit will never teach youone thing as
the interpretation of a passage of Scripture, and
me another. Of course we may, by the teaching of
the Holy Spirit, apply Scripture in various ways—in
preaching the gospel, etc.; but there is no conflict-
ing tnterpretation of Scripture. As, when I write a
letter, I have a definite meaning in the words I use,
so God sent a definite message to man in what He

* The Holy Spirit now shows us things to come by giving us
intelligence as to the still future events which are foretold in the
Word.
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wrote ; and it is for us to discover what that message
is. This we do by the teaching of the Holy Spirit—
the same Spirit, mark, that guided the men to write
what He wished. He knows exactly what message
He intended to convey by what He caused them to
write, and He alone can teach us what that is: but
it is important to see that He certainly would not
tell you it was one thing, and tell me it was some-
thing different.

Thus we are exhorted to think the same thoughts,
and to speak the same thing (1 Cor. 1: xo; Phil. 1:
27). Whenever, then, I have an interpretation to
a passage which other Christians (whom I know to
be well taught in the Word) think to be wrong, I
ought to weigh well my own judgment as before
God. It is the same Spirit in them as in me, and
there must be something of myown thoughts in my
interpretation, or something of their own thoughts
in their interpretation, or we should not differ. How
careful, then, I ought to be, lest I should be wrong!
How I ought to search the Word and compare and
contrast the various parts! How I ought to seek to
have no wish or will or opinion of my own, but be
willing to be taught God's meaning only, though it
might tear to shreds some fabric I had studiously
woven! How I ought to pray for more light, and
that 7 and my fellow-Christians may see eye fo eye!
But, having waited, and prayed, and searched, I
must hold to what T believe God has taught me:
still with humility, if others well taught differ from
me. May God grant that we, one and all, may be
better instructed in His holy Word! ¢ The Spirit is
truth” (r John 5: 6).
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There is another thing too that highly sets forth
the value of the word of God, namely, that it is by
the Scriptures that we overcome the enemy, and this
also is by the powerof the Holy Spirit. We are ex-
horted to ‘‘take the helmet of salvation, and the
SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE WORD OF Gobp”
(Eph. 6: 17). It was with this weapon that our
Lord met Satan in the temptation: ‘It is written,”
He again and again repeated—quoting from the
Scriptures. In all our conflicts it must be the same
weapon: ‘‘The sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.”

Thus may the Holy Scriptures be more and more
precious in our eyes; and may we each seek to be a
clean tablet on which the Holy Spirit may write His

truth! each an “‘epistle of Christ . . . written, not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God” (2
Cor. 3: 3).

But the guidance of the Holy Spirit as it bears on
our dailylife is of great importance. It is a serious
question as to whether I ought to expect the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit in all my ways; for I may
not be looking for and expecting that which I ought
constantly to possess. Itisto be feared that the
guidance of God is held in a loose way by most
Christians. They 4o expect that He will guide
them in a general sort of way; but they do not
expect or seek His daily guidance in the various
matters of life. A few passages of Scripture will
help us here. God says, “I will instruct thee and
teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse
or as the mule, which have no understanding, whose
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mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they
come near unto thee” (Ps. 32: 8, g). ‘‘The steps
of a good man are ordered by the Lord; and he
delighteth in his way” (Ps. 37:23). ‘‘The pre-
parations of the heart in man, and the answer of the
tongue, is from the Lord” (Prov. 16:1). ‘“Man’s
goings are of the Lord; how can a man then under-
stand his own way ? "(Prov.zo: 24). *“Ina// thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths”
(Prov. 3:6). These passages are from the Old
Testament; and if in those days—when the Holy
Spirit was not given as He now is—it was a proper
thing for a man to be guided by God in a// his ways,
how much more is it now! And that it descends to
our daily life a few passages will prove.

““Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we
will go into such a city, and continue there a year,
and-buy and sell, and get gain. . . . Ye ought to
say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or
that” (James 4: 13-15). Here we see quite clearly
that in our usual avocations we should seek guidance
from God. And the reader will remember the ex-
hortations to masters and servants, parents and
children, rich and poor, as well as the details en-
tered into, such as wages, the dress, the hair, etc.,
that nothing is below the attention of God: indeed,
we are exhorted, ‘“ Whether, therefore, ye eat or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God” (1 Cor. 10: 31); and for this end we have the
word of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
““Walk in the Spirit.” ‘

But how far are we conscious of this guidance?
Do we really expect it in answer to prayer? And
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do we consider seriously what in our path looks like
a thwarting of circumstances? For a Christian to be
thwarted, it means being held in with bit and bridle,
as described in psalm 32. Though it is a blessed
thing being held back from doing mischief, yet it is
not being /ed by God—it is the very reverse of it.
God would not let me be thwarted except it be to
teach me some lesson I am not otherwise learning.
The great thing is to recognize that God has a voice
in all such thwartings, and I ought not to pass it by,
but I ought to seek to learn why it is.

A glance at our Lord when down here will show
what it is to be led of God. For instance: He went
and sat by a well, intending to speak to a woman
who would come to draw water, to whom He had a
message of grace. He was not disappointed: the
woman came. Atanother time He sent a disciple to
the sea to catch a fish in whose mouth there should
be a piece of money. He went, the fish was caught,
and there was the money in its mouth! And so of
other instances. He was never thwarted by God.

But you will say, Of course it was so, because He
was God as well as man. Well; and we are speak-
ing of the guidance of God for ourselves. What a
privilege to be guided of God-—to know that God is
interested in every step I take—to know that there
is One within me to suggest at all times the right
step—the PARACLETE!

But we must hasten to sum up our subject in few
words. It is important to see that the giving and
operations of the Holy Spirit have various aspects.
A few only can be named.
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I. As to my standing, or relationship, with God.

Romans 8: ¢g will explain this: ‘“Ye are not in
the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you.” - Mark the expression, ‘‘not in
the flesh.” It does not say that the flesh is not in
us: we have already seen that at conversion our old
nature is not changed into new: the flesh is still
there: but our standing, or relationship,is altogether
altered. Insteadof God looking upon us as natural
men and women,—children of the first Adam,—He
now looks upon us as sons of God—zn Christ. He
views us in our spiritual existence, and the Spirit of
God dwells in us. ““Ye are not in the flesh.” “He
that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit” (1 Cor. 6:
17). “Ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of prom-
ise” (Eph. 1: 13. See, also, Eph. 4: 30; 2 Cor. 1:
22). God has set Hisseal on you, and He will never
reverse it.

IT. As to my enjoyment of this relationship.

Various passages will explain this: * The mind of
the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life
and peace”* (Rom. 8:6). ‘“Where the Spirit of
the Lord is there is liberty” (2 Cor. 3: 17). *And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father”
(Gal. 4: 6). These passages clearly prove that we
ought to be in perfect peace as to conscience, and
have the affection and be enjoying the happy liberty
of sons. ¢ We have peace with God” (Rom. 5: 1);
“We also joy in God” (Rom. 5: 11); ‘I ascend to
my Father and your Father, my God and your God.”

* It is generally acknowledged that this is the right translation
of this verse. ‘
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I11. As to my growth.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the one great object be-
fore the Christian, and our growth should be in
knowledge of and likeness to Him. Well, this toc
is of the Holy Spirit. Christ said, ‘‘ He shall glorify
me,; for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it
unto you" (John 16: 14). Thus Christ is the object
before the soul; and the Holy Spirit is the power by
which we grow in Him. Not a word in this tract is
intended in any way to draw the eye off Christ. It
is the Holy Spirit’s special work to glorify Him; and
the more I am led of the Spirit, the more I shall be
occupied with Christ. CHRIST IS THE OBJECT: THE
Hovy SPIRIT 1S THE POWER.

IV. As to my inkeritance.

God has given us ‘‘the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts” (2 Cor. 1: 22). And this Spirit is ‘‘ the ear-
nest of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory”
(Eph. 1: 14). ¢ The Spirit of glory and of God rest-
eth upon you” (1 Peter 4: 14). It may be toil and
trouble here; but look onward: the earnest is i our
hearts,; and the Spirit of glory resteth on us—we
cannot desire to tarry here.

V. As to my walk.

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit” (Gal. 5: 25). We are sanctified by the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 15: 16; 2z Thess. 2: 13; 1 Peter. 1: 2).
The fruits of the Spirit are detailed in Galatiansv.;
and we are exhorted to ‘‘walk as children of light
(for the fruit of the light* is in all goodness, and

* The Editors read ‘“‘fruit of the light’’ here, instead of *‘ fruit
of the Spirit.”
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righteousness, and truth), proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord” (Eph. 5: 8-10). What a motto for
our walk: ‘‘In all goodness, and righteousness, and
truth” ! May we from this day forward bear more
fruit to the well-pleasing of our Lord!

VI. As to my service.

““There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit.” ¢ The manifestation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit withal.” The ‘¢ Spiritdivideth
to every man severally as he will” (x Cor. 12).
Any gift I have is not to profit myself merely, but
for the body of Christ generally. And we are ex-
horted to stir up the gift that is in us; for God hath
given us the spirit of power, and of love, and of a
wise discretion (2 Tim. 1: 6,7). Thus equipped,we
should go forth to any little service our Lord may
call us to, truly thankful that He hath put such
honor upon us. A cup of cold water is not forgotten
by Him.

VII. As to my relationship towards others.

‘“ By one Spirit we are all baptized into one body,

. and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit” (1 Cor. 12: 13). **Endeavoring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’ (Eph. 4:
3). We are one body—indwelt by one Spirit. Use
diligence, then, to keep and manifest this heaven-
born unity. No unity will satisfy God but the unity
of the Spirit ; and this always in view of the whole
body; for it is the Spirit that forms us into one body.
Our love to the saints, too, must be “love in the
Spirit” (Col. 1: 8; Rom. 15: 36).

In conclusion, ict us once more turn to the Gospel
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of John: ‘‘The water that I shall give him shall be
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting
life ” (John 4: 14). ¢“Out of his belly shall flow riv-
ersof living water. But this spake he of the Spirit,
which they that believe on him should receive”
(John 7: 38, 39). A well within, springing up for
myself; rivers flowing out to others. O my soul,
how little I know of this! How little springing up!
How little flowing over! ButIam straitened in my-
self, and not in God. He exhorts us to ‘‘BE FILLED
witH THE Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Dear fellow-be-
liever, may this be true of us more than it has ever
vet been! and it shall be for God’s glory and for our
blessing . .

Thus tmay we ever remember our high and holy
privilege—and our responsibility too—of being in-
dwelt by that divine and heavenly Guest, the Holy
Ghost.

Doyl



