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“WHOM SAY YE THAT I AM?

MATT.. XVI.

BEFORE speaking on this Scripture, I would like,
beloved friends, to say a word or two about the
establishment of your own souls, for I hold this to
be mnecessary as a previous enquiry, in order to enter
into what is presented here, which has nothing to do
with our state before God. When you think of the
ministry which you “have heard and received from
God—What is it? Is it all about yourself, or is it
about His Son? That is the point I want to start
with. Let me ask a natural man, and he will say—I
must begin from myself. I hope this is quite plain.
The difference between the former dispensation and
the present is, that if you put yourself back under the
Law, with Moses, he commands you, and says, “ Thow
shalt” and “ Thow shalt not”—that is, man was under
responsibility to God. This was the ministry by
Moses ; but, beloved, let me ask you, what ministry
are yow under? Every onc here ought to be able to
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give an answer. Are you under the schoolmaster-
ministry of Moses, who takes you in hand, and says,
“Thou shalt” and “Thou shalt not?” For myself,
I say, I am not!

Now, I will show 3.70u what ministry I am under,
and I love to do this from Sm:ipture, and not in words
of my own. There is a verse occurs to me in the 1st
of Hebrews; it is about who is speaking to us. The
question is, What ministry am I under? This chap-
ter says, “God who at sundry times, and in'divers
manners, spake in times past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son.” Observe, this is the ministry we -are under
—God, speaking, not by Moses, nor by prophets, but
by His Son. I want you to see, beloved, what is the
source and the character of this wonderful ministry
that you are brought into, as the objects of divine
grace. God speaks, and He speaks by His Son. |

I will turn to Romans 1st on another point. “Paul,
a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle,
separated unto the Gospel of God (which He had pro-
mised afore by His prophets in the Holy Seriptures),
concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Zhis
is the subject-matter of tho ministry presented to us,
and it is important that our souls should get clear
about this. Is God demanding somothing of me? No!
He has brought me a ministry, “ the Gospel of God.”
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He speaks to me about His Son, and when the Son
speaks (as in John) it is about the Father; and if I
ask you why it is you like the Gospel of John so much,
and even some chapters more than others, you may
not be able to reply; but the instincts -of the new
nature have found in it what suits them. If a person
asked me ‘that question, I should give him this’
answer—DBecause in the Gospel of John I get the Son
upon earth, and the ministry of the Son introduces
the Father—therefore you find in John, and nowhere
else, “the Father’s house.” It is a part of the ministry
of the Son. He came to declare the Father. He said
to Philip, “ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
He goes to prepare a house for the children—“If I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and re-
ceive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may
be also.” No wonder you like it, for it is the minis-
try of the Son upon earth, introducing the Father,
and revealing the Iather, as He alone could do.

Now let me shew you another truth. There is one
verse in the 17th of John I would refer to,—“This
is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only
truec God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”
What is life cternal? “To know Thee” I get an
object outside myself : look, it is not oternal life to know
a poor wretched thing like myself, but “This is life
eternal, that they might know Thee' the only true God,
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and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” ZThat is the
ministry I want, and let me ask, how are you getting
on with it? This is what Christianity is: oh, look at
it—“To know Thee tf}e only true God,” and, shall I
say the One dearest to God, « Jesus Christ.” The Holy
Ghost, too, as the Comforter, and as the Spirit of Truth,
1s sent down from the Father to abide with us. What
a wonderful mamistry! It is ovei‘wlleimin'g, bécause it
does mot makea claim upon us—because it comes in
all its own plenitude and grace. God speaks to us
by His Son, and we learn from the 2nd verse of the
17th chapter that we get eternal life in that Son, ds well
as a revelation of the Father—¢ As Thou hast giver -
Him power over all flesh, that He should give.eterna,l
life to as many as Thou hast given Him.” Where is.
the competent power to link us with it? The Spirit
of Truth. Who does He guide? You, and into all
truth; like the Son when on earth, He did not -speak
of Himself, but of the Father. He would have been
out of His place if He had not spoken of His Father.
So the Holy Ghost speaks of Christ— He shall glorify
me, for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it
" unto you.”

The circle of our blessing is complote, and the wvery
germ of that blessedness is entered into by that Spirit,
which links us to the One who has put us in the bosom
of the Father’s love; and may I ask, Are your souls
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dwelling there? If they are not, where wre they?—
that is the question. Well, beloved, wherever you are,
I ask that you may see who it is that God has sent ;
and that as to yourself personally there is not a spot
upon you, as viewed in the perfect work of Christ, and
you ought to look at yourself there. It is of great
moment to see where you look at yourself, whether as
a saint or sinner. I look at myself in the light of
Christ’s perfect acceptance before God—nor can’you
learn your standing anywhere else. Because of what
T am in myself, I look out of myself to the perfect work
of Christ. What will God do in consequence-of that
perfect work? He says, “I have blotted out all your
sins; I will remember them no more for ever.” So
much for my sins, and as to myself, He adds, “I have
given you life in the risen One.” How must you have
it? By the power of the quickening Spirit. As the
Lord said to Nicodemus, “ Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” All the wise men of thé world have never
discovered this. If I were speaking to such, I would
ask them—*“ In your philosophy, do you recognise the
fact that a man must be born twice ?” Every believer
here would say, “I know what it is to have been born
a second time; I am not going to Heaven to be born
of God, nor to get cternal life; but because I have it.”
The wise mon leave out the quickoning power of the
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Holy Ghost; and thus their schemes only embrace the
reformation of man, and the rectification of this world.
Are these two objects indissolubly connected in your
thoughts with redemption by the blood of Christ, and
His title as the risen Son of Man in glory ?  If so, you
are right,

Themomentasoulsces Christ as the One by whomGod
speaks and acts, himself and the whole world are turned
round. Are your souls thus put in association with
Christ for everything? I would like to see you discon-
nected from yourself, as distinctly as a carmagoe from
the railway train, and left behind,  CArist has left man
in the flesh Lehind at the Croes; e would not be
burdened with it further, nor should we. 1 have done
with myself; and if not, God kus done with me; bat,
you will have to distinguish between these things ; for
a person may say, “I have not done with myself,”
nevertheless I say, “ God has done with you;” and the
Christian is one who takes part with God against
himself. Moses began with I; but I ask, has God
crucified that old man or not? “Your old man is
crucified with Him.” This is Christianity.

I only intend these as prefatory remarks, because I
did not like to carry you on into the truth of the Chureh,

until you could say, “I am in perfect peace and rest in
God, and have life in this Christ—eternal life. *This
is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true
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Qod, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” More-
over, we have tho Holy Ghost dwelling in us—the Spirit
of Truth to glorify Christ; and to link us with Him
where Ho now is.” T ask, is there a blessed man upon
earth? Yes, the man who is thus occupied with Christ;
thore is no end to his present peace, “a peace which
passeth all understanding ; keeping the heart and mind
through Christ Jesus:”

Having said this, I will now come to the Seriptures
which I purpose to dwell upon a.little. I go back to
the 16th chapter of Matthew and the 13th verse, “When
Jesus came into the coasts of Cesarea Philippi, He asked
his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I, the Son
of Man, am?” When I think of the Church, I love to
begin with this 16th chapter of Matthew for two or
three réasons. In the first place, it is Christ who says
to Peter, “Whom do ye say that I am? and Simon
Peter answered and saici, Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” Here it is not a question of Peter,
but of Christ the Son of the living God. This is the
germ of Christianity—“ Whom do ye say that I am #”
Is Christ the one grand and ahsorbing Person before the
soul? The Lord loves to be discovered, and asks you,
“ Whom do ye say that I am ?’ Now, hero it is not a
question of the Fathor—it is not Jesus saying to Philip,
“He that hath seen mo hath seen the Father.” No,

Jesus speaks about Himself—“ Poter, whom do ye say
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that I am ?” “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God;” and.Jesus replies to him, “ Blessed art
thou, Simon.” Had he done anything? No.

We read in the 14th verse, there were many con-
jectures, but only one true answer to that great question;
but is this all that is known of this stranger?  Can
Simon’s faith take up this Messiah in higher character
than the Son of Man? Yes, says Peter, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of* the living God.” Shall I read
this and think Peter said ¢, or may I not say it for
myself, What is the value to your soul of “ Blessed
art thou!” I will not give itup. Now, that the Lord
is found out, he adds, “flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven.” Be
sure you don’t take your own confession of. Christ
lower ; the weakness begins when you dissociate .your-
self from the Father. “My Father” has revealed this
to you! Oh, what'a point this is to take Christ from.
It is not, beloved, that when you were converted you
heard a powerful sermon ; but God spoke that word to
me—God spoke to me by that person who was speaking
—God did it. “God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hoarts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.” Havo you got that? It
is not attainment; it is what God gives.

Buttoproceed,“ Upon thisrock I'willbuildmy Church.”
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This is the first time we have the Church spoken of;
that is why Irefer to it. The letter A of Church teaching
is the 16th of Matthew—that is, a certain person
makes a confession of who Christ is, and the Lord
says, “ Upon this rock I will build my Church.,” ‘There
you get properly Church-security and Church-building,
and, if you think of C‘hurch-exteﬁsion, it is “On this
rock 7 build my Church, and the.gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it.” If Christ builds, and upon
such a foundation, what must be the superstructure ?
Was there ever such a rock as this confession of Christ
as “the Son of the living God ? Never. As to Church-
security—what shall I think of that? “The gates
of Hell shall not prevail éugainst it 1”

Observe, in the 21st verse (chap. xvi.), “ From that
time forthi began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how
he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day.” Here is a new
thing in prospect, because it is “J will build,” and
therefore “¥rom that time forth” (you know why it
was, and I know too) Jesus began to say He “must
suffer many things.of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed” What a wonderful way to
build the Church—“be killed, and be raised again the
third day;” that is the whole secret to it. He was
killed, but he is raised again by tho power of God, and
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so the foundation of the Church is upon the death and
resurvection of Christ; but-that was beyond Peter’s
conception, for Peter says, “This be far from Thee;”
but the Lord replies, “Get thee behind me, Satan.”
Ob, what a word of rebuke to Peter!

If you think of the Church’s foundation, do you
connect all your ideas of it with the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ? Nobody can be in the Church who does
not say like Peter, “ Thou art the Christ, the Son . of
the living God;” and how sweet to hear the Lord’s
reply, “ Blessed art thow!” Oh, what a thing it is to
know that this is true of you, and of every believer in
Christ ; and I am sure we can say more ‘of the Person
than Peter did then, because the Holy Ghost is eome
down.

There is another thing comes out here (24th verse),
“Then said Jesus, If any man will come after me, let.
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me.” Discipleship is founded on this new ground—
“ For whosoever will save his life, shall lose itr and
whosoever’ will lose his life for my sake, shall find it.”
It is the same ground that Christ took for Himself in
reference to the Church. Ho gave Himself for it—
laid down His life—and now His word is, “ If any man
will be my disciple, let him lose his life, to keep it.”
“ Whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find
it.” What is Christ’s worth to you, boloved? If I
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have got o life by which to express my value of Christ,
I can pour it out for Him—and mark, this is not
martyrdom; but loyalty to Christ in a world that has
rejected Him,  We say, if it has cast Christ out, we
are outcasts too; and therefore I hope you are in the
judgment of this world, throwing your life away? If
you see a man seeking to follow Christ and please Him,
what does the world say of him ? -He is throwing his
life entirely away. Ah! I like to hear that, because
he stakes it for Christ, and another day will sh"ow
whether 1t 1s a lost life or not. “ Whosoever will lose
his life for my sake”—that is, to take no part in the
principles and actions of the world, no, not even its
wisdom, for that is just'the worst part of it. I will
have Christ for my-wisdom, as well as for my righteous-
ness. 'This stands the first in that precious catalogue :
“ Christ is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti-
fication, and redemption.”

Now, let me pass to this 18th chapter of Matthew,
where you get the “twos and threes” You have had
in the 16th, chapter the confession of an individual :
here you get the twos and threes liko Potor. The
disciples of the 16th chapter pass into the “two or
three” of the 18th chapter, though this is not Headship
—but “There am 1.”

I might say the 16th chapter is the letter A of
Church truth; the 18th chaptor is lotter B. “ Where
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two or three are gathered together in My name, there
am I in the midst of them.” Let me ask you, was
Christ on earth when He said that? Yes; then He
was not Head of the Church. He was neither Head
of the Church, nor was the Holy Ghost given. It was
“$wo or three gathered together in His name.” Blessed
centre, and never to be-given up. It was the ground
on which the few. at- Pentecost were gathered in the
upper chamber at Jerusalem. “Where two or “three
are gathered together in my name”—holds equally
good for prayer, as we are told in the 19th verse. Loock
what a place the Lord puts us into. We have come
out of the 16th- Matt. as disciples denying ourselves,
and now He shelters us by saying, “There'am I in the
midst of them” Oh, what a warrant is this! as to our
walk and place of dependence ; but is it not a circle of
blessing ?

Let us pass on to the 20th of John, 17th verse,
where we meet the Lord in resurrection. - In the 16th
of Matt. He was to be killed and rise again, and here
He 148 7isen again; but even this position is not final,
for He says, “Touch me not, I am not yet ascended
unto my Father.” Observe another thing He does, in
the 22nd verse, “ He breathed on them and said,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Thus, they received
something further, the Holy Ghost. He breathes on
them as the Risen Man, and draws them into closer
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relation to Himself. And yet this could not be pro-
perly the Holy Ghost, because they were told to tarry
in Jerusalem for.“the promise of the Father”—but it
was the increased power of life in this risen Christ,
by which he.drew them into closer association with
Himself, and moreover says to them, “I not only put
you into relationship with myself, but I ascend to
‘my Father and -your Father, and to my God and to
your God.””

But even this is not complete, for if we turn to the
1st of Acts we see a further bestowment. He says, I
ascend, but you tarry for the promise of the Father.
“For John truly baptised with water, but ye shall be
baptised with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”
What a Church! Is'it any wonder that the Devil
says, if I cannot prevail against that Church, I'll draw
a vail over the hearts of those in it, and get the people
to make a Church. We should never have heard of
an (Ecumenical Council at Rome—never—if it had not
been that man had built something that suited himself,
like the children of Israel at the Mount when they
degraded themselves by their golden calf. Now, men’s
abilities are put together, and they set up a Church,
and hence all these things wo see round about us; we
ought to be ashamed of oursclves that we over had
anything to do with it. Note, these disciples were
waiting “for the promise,” and I will show you where
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they were waiting—12th verse, “Then returned they
unto Jerusalem from the Mount called Olivet” (where
Christ parted company from them), “and when they
were come, they went into an upper room” with His
brethren. That is where these waiting disciples are
housed; the Lord has gone up, but the Holy Ghost
was not yet gi;ren. We read in 2nd Acts—*“ And when
the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a
sound from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
-there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of
fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Oh,
beloved, see what is necessary to accredit this Church
as the new vessel of testimony from God to the world.
I have shown you Christ in his death—in resurrection
—in ascension—and now these disciples waiting in the
upper room for something further—the descent of the
Holy Ghost. The death of Christ did not suffice to
form the Church—nor the ascension, nor the resur-
rection, On the descent of the Holy Ghost, it sab
upon each of these disciples, and they bogan to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave thom utterance;
we take our place there as anointed with them in Christ.
Believers in Christ are thus brought into union with the
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Head in Heaven. Many of you do not get into this
living communion with God by His word, because you
read the Book of Acts as a mere history. How will
you know His heart unless you know how it came out?
How shall I know the Lord’s sympathy, for example,
except I go to the grave of Lazarus, and put myself
into that wonderful scene, “Jesus wept?” He is at the
depth of all-our sufferings, that He may be perfect in
His sympathies. When you read the Word of God,
put yourself in the place of the woman in the 4th of
John, and don’t come out of it until you hear Him say
to you, “1I that speak unto thee am He.” But, let me
return to the Acts. I was speaking to you about this
company of men who were seized and claimed by the
Father for Christ. The Holy Ghost sat upon them, as
the power by which the twos and threes were to be
baptised into “ one body”—I say nothing now of the
gifts of the Holy Ghost.

When Christ was upon earth, there was only one
Person on whom the Holy Ghost could dwell. Look at
that dove hovering until it rests upon the head of
the Blessed One. There was one man upon earth
whom God had scaled for Himself, but Christ says,
“ That will not satisfy me—1I cannot abide alone!”

I pass on to notice the verses in the end of the 2nd
chapter. Now there 4s a Church, for you see the “ Lord
addimg to it,” and Christ is ascended as the Head,
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although the doctrine does not como out here.  “And
the multitude of them that believed were of one heart,
and of one soul,” &ec. (Acts iv, verse 32, to the end).
You will observe there was also an oulward expression
of that union, formed in life by the Holy Ghost, resting
upon the members,  'What was the outward expression?
Why, there was not a dissentient voice among them,
and so unselfish, that, when they saw a want, it was
the delight of their hearts to meet that want. Itismno
wonder that you find in the 33rd verse, those two
things connected, power and grace. “ With great power
gave the Apostles witness of the reswirection of the
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all”
They go together. “And to every one of us is given
grace, according to the measure of the gift of Christ,”
&e. Well, T pass on, beloved, to Peter’s vision of the
sheet in the 10th chapter of the Acts, Oth to 17th verse.
This was the way that God instructed Peter when the
door was to be opened to the Gentiles. In the early
part of the Acts, the many thousands were still in
Jerusalem ; but this sheet was let down to show that
God was going to cleanse, not only Jews, but sinners of
the Gentiles. In this namative Cornelius and a number
of Gentiles are converted by the preaching of Peter,
and the Holy Ghost rests upon them; and if you turn
w the 11th chapter, you will find he reheamses this
in the 15th verse, “And as | began to speak, the
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Holy Ghost fell upon them, as on us at the beginning.”
So that you get two companies—the Gentiles, and s
at the beginning—with tho Holy Ghost on each. You
find this was in Cesarca, cight ycars after. But it is
not unity; and, observe, Peter cannot maké them one
body, but says to the Apostles, “Forasmuch, then, as
God gave them the like gift as He did unto us who
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ: what was I, that I
could withstand God.” Still, the Apostles did not know
what to do with them; or how to acknowledge them !
Nevertheless, James and those at Jerusalem, when they
heard that Peter had gone down to the Gentiles, and
that God had given them the Holy Ghost—said God
had granted “unto the Gentiles repentance unto
life” |

Let me come on to another point, in the 26th
chapter. To introduce Paul (13th to the 16th verse),
I want you to see this, that Peter’s lesson about the
sheet was only sufficient for Peter. He went to the
Gentiles as instructed, and God owned him; but
vou get the Lord, after the martyrdom of Stephen,
saying, 50 to speak, “Ican now take the whole thinginto
my hands, and gather them to myself where 1 am
Stephen does not talk about the Lord's relura, like
Peter; he has nothing to say to the nation about His
return. It is all over with them now as a people;
and Stephen becomes the fist wartyr of the Chwreh
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and goes 10 (Dhisf!  'The Lord consequently gives
another commission to Paul.  There is no sheot here
at all: We shows Mimeelf to Paul, and brings the
chief of sinners upon earth to the Son of Man
in glory in the Heavens,  Paul goes out with a new
testimony, not about the sheet; for in the Christ
that ke knows, there 18 neither Jow nor Greek, but
“Christ is all and in all.” Now, observe, the Lord is
unfettered, and can gather to His own Pervon, just as
He is! for the governmental actings of Jehovah with
Israel are over for a time. Having said this much, I
pass on to the 2nd chapter of Ephesians, 11th to the
14¢h verse, where Paul says, I can tell you what to
do with the (wo companies. *In Christ Jesus there
is neither circumecision nor uncircumeision ; therefore,
God can make of twain one new man in the glorified
Christ, who appeared to Saul on his way to Damascus.
I have got a ministry by which they are made both
ose, and “both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father'” Blessod it was tosee, when Christ was upon
canrth, the ~ two or three gathered in His name.” It was
in s naane ; Lut what have you and I been tracing !
His Lurdship, His Headship, &¢.  Gentiles being let in,
Paul poos wut and says, | ean now lead them into the
fisal Ldassing Locause * in Christ Jesos there is neither
Greek nor Jew ™ (Cull i1, 11), andd, moreover, henceforth
we know po wan, nor even Chirist after the flesh ; and
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that se wheve Pand began.  All he knew aftorwirds
war 7 & man in Chrisl, and an end of man in the flash
bedow "

Now, do you understand the difference between
Peter’s sheet and Paula sight of the Jesus he wan
persecuting ! The man [ see up there in the glory —
there is neither Jow nor Ureek in Him ; but in that
enough ! No. For cver alter, Christianity does not
recognise such & person, as man in the flesh ; it has been
crucified with Christ—and knows nothing but a glorified
Chirist in the Hoavens, and “a man in Christ” (dead and
risen). That isx cnough! [ wish now to refer to
unity., The 16th of Matthew was the foundation-
stone ; the 18th of Matthew, two or three gathered to
the name of Jesus; but Paul's ministry is the only
winistry where “ the unity of the Spirit” comes .
Peter never talks of the unity of the Spirig, or of the
ane body. Paul got a mew commission fom the
Lord in glary, and says, “1 bhave received of the
Lod ¥ the Lonl th w hiw Til He Cu i,
enduavour 10 keep the unity of the Npirit in the bund
of peace and love. 1 tum back, for this purposs,
Porar's question in the 155k Masthew, * Lol how oft
sball awy boother sin sgaiset we, el | Begive him !
il sevem thmes ¢ Josus saith wnto b, | sy vot ant
you, Until sovem s : bar, Until seveuky thses soven,”
I 3 a solasan thing, bedoved, and | wish you o fisel it
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wo-—that being brought up to these wonderful realition—
this ome bady anid this one Rpirit-—to remember how,
and in what way, we are to be occupied in earrying it
oat. " If any man will come aflter me, let him deny
himwl{, and take up his croms and follow me.” That
ix the denial of sclf, but now I get a further thing.
* Endoavouring (0 keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bhomd of poace” *forbearing onc another in love;”
and | turm with you to the 18th Matthew to see
what Jove is. I don't know anything more important.
Brothaldy kindness is not charity. The difference, if
yvou remember, is stated in the I. Cor. xiii, “ If I give
wy body to be bumed, and have not charity.” Why,
is mot that charity!? No. Now, I ask you, what do
you think charity is? 1 am sure we should say,
“ Giving all my goads to feed the poor.” No; that is
not charity, for that is short of sacrificing yourself.
Buppose I give my Lody to be burned? No.  Thas
is not dharity. I louk at charity in Christ, and see it
nowhere else. He gives up all, but that broaght him to
povarty. Charity was this, thot He put Hivwelf in
our glace, and is wming w take us to be with Him
where He 35, and w0 Le like Hin for ever! 'This is
dharity.  As to fugivenos—and “forbearing one
anuther in Jove” ravawmber thiv, we have life (as in
John xvii), and we wust not pow talk sbout the selfish-
ness of the old natwe, excopt to judge it. | am going
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to ypeak to yon about the new,  Charity helongs to the
new natane, maintained in ue by the Holy Ghost. [ have
woen it in Christ, Could death stop ittt No. Paal
had the sentence of death upon his flesh. “ For aa the
wufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation
alxo abhoundeth by Christ.,” I sce him pass on, and led
about in triumph by God.  As regards mankind : Satan
comes in and says, “ I must draw the blind down, lest
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.” Just one
thing more about Paul: when he gives to us an account
of his exposure to sufferings, look at this life in him—
“In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils of mine own countrymen, in
perids by the hecathen, in perils in the city, in pernls
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea.” No matter
what, rough or smooth, I take pleasure in infirmitics,
I want them; they are my pleasure, as well as my
profit, ~ that the power of Christ may rest upon me;”
and the Lord says, if my power is to rest upon you,
you must be weak! “Very well” Paul says, “ when |
an weak, then am [ strong” What a lesson this is s
to charity!  As to forgiveness—Ilook at Peter's ilea of
charity, “until seven tiwes.” His was a wondertul
measwre, which would put sowe of w into & corner.
True charity is, “until seventy tiaes seven " This s
charity as we have known it in Christ—don't look st
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yvourself.  1f you dwell on yourself, you will be ruiner;
it you look at Christ, you will see everything in His
light—and aceept no lower rule than this—" as He is,
0 are you in this world.”
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