












CHAPTER I. 

PRECIOUS TO TIIE SINNER. 

WO \\'Omen lay in a Spanish prison 

under condemnation of death. They 
had been convicted of murder, and 

,vere awaiting the day of execution. They ,vcre 
daily visited by the priest, who sought to ad­
minister such · consolation as the Church of 
Rome can afford. The elder ,voman seemed to 
think lightly of her crime and \Vas easily com­
forted, but ,vith the other the case \Vas far 

different. 
It ,vas not merely the prospect of a speedy 

and a violent death that moved her, but she 
kne\v that " after death the judgment " ,vas to 
come, and that her soul, stained with the blood 
of a fellow-creature. must shortly .appear before 



















































































































































CHAPTER VIII.

PRECIOUS TO GOD. 

E no\v come to tread upon very holy 
ground. Let us " take our shoes from 
off our feet,, and humbly and reverently 

seek to know ,vhat the Holy Spirit has revealed 
of the infinite preciousness of " the blood of 
Christ" in the sight of God the Father. 

In the mind and purpose of God "the Lamb 
,vas slain from the foundation of the world," and 
four thousand years before that blood \\'as actu­
ally shed, the very 5hadow of it was sacred in 
His sight. The blood of" righteous Abel," the 
first human blood that was spilt, cried unto Him· 
from the ground ; and even David, the man 
after God's own heart, \Vas forbidden the honour 
and privilege of building a house unto the name 
































