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LESSONS ON THE GOSPEL OF 

MATTHEW. 

l\iATTHE\V I. 

DID you ever think that God had a Book? 
There are many names in God's Book. 

Hard names to read, perhaps you think. But 
it is a very wonderful thing that God should 
have a Book, and that He should put down 
the names of men, and women, and even of 
Ii ttle children in His Book. But there is One 
Name in His Book that is greater than any 
other name. Would you like to kno� that 
name ? It is Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
and the Son of Abraham. But you say, Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. Quite true, so He is. 
He came from God and He went to God. He 
came into this world to be a man ; and \.Vhen 
God counts up His people, He writes do\vn the 
name of His own beloved Son, to show that 
every good thing that He had ever promised 
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to men ,;vould all come true in Jesus Christ 
as Son of David and Son of Abraham. 

Abraham ,vas God's friend. God called 
him a�ray fro1n his own country and his own 
people, and even from his father's house, 
that He n1ight sho,v him \v·hat a blessed thing 
it is to be the friend of God. God treated 
Abraham like a friend. He told him what He 
vvas going to do. Think of God telling a secret 
to a man ! And He gave a beautiful reason for 
doing so ; He said, I know him, that he will 
command his children after him. Abraham 
loved God himself, and he taught his children 
to obey God. What a happy thing that a 
father should get a blessing because his children 
"'·ere obedient ! 

The first promise God gave to i\braham was 
that God would bless him and that he would 
be great. It is a wonderful thing to be great 
with God! Abraham had nothing in this 
\\·orld but vvhat God gaye him. He ,votdd 
not even take a shoestring from a king ! Yet 
he was great. God promised him a son, and 
Isaac was the child of promise. God said his 
children should be like the stars of heaven 
and like the sand on the seashore. A heavenly 
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family and an earthly family would all be 
called the children of Abraha1n. All kinds of 
people ,vho know God would be called after 
the man who left his own country, and people, 
and father's house. He ,vas a man who turned 
a,vay from idols to serve the living and true 
God. And God taught Abraham one great 
secret, for He told him that Jesus ,vould come 
into this world, and Abraham rejoiced to think 
of that day. David was a son of Abraham, 
and God made him king over His people 
Israel. God also made David great, and He 
promised him that his son, and his son's sons 
should sit on his throne after him. So 
they did for a great many years, until they 
,vere unfaithful to their own true God, and 
then He allo,�·ed the Gentiles to rule over 
then1. The Holy Spirit taught David that 
God would send Hi5 Son, and David wrote 
beautiful psalms about Him. He called Jesus 
the King of Glory. \Vhen He sits on His 
throne, the whole earth will be full of His glory. 
All the names in this chapter are given to us 
to show that Joseph was the true heir to 
David. 

But the Romans were ruling over Israel. 
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They had a king of their own, named Herod. 
He ,vas not one of the children of Israel. He 
,vas an enemy to God's people. It showed hovv 
sadly God was displeased witl1 His people that 
He allowed the Romans to rule over them. 
But when the time came for God to keep His 
promise to Abraham and to David, He sent 
an angel one night to Joseph. He spoke to 
him in a ·dream. The angel called him " Joseph, 
son of David," and he told him-that Mary would 
have a son, and Joseph was to call His name 
Jesus, because He would save His people from 
their sins. God's prophet had foretold many 
years before, that a virgin would have a son, 
and He should be called Emmanuel, which 
means, God with us. How vvonderful that 
God should choose to be with men ; and that 
He should come into· this world and be seen 
as a baby in His mother's arms. When Joseph 
awoke from his sleep, he did what the angel 
told him. He took Mary home, and God gave 
her a little son, and Joseph called Him Jesus, 
which means, Jehoval1 is Saviour. God was 
come into this world. But He did not come 
as a Judge, to punish people for their sins. 
He came as Saviour, to save His people from 
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their sins. \Vhat joyful news it ,vas to all 
those ,vho wished to be saved fro1n their sins! 
\Vas it not joyful news to everybody? Alas, 
no ! Some did not want God's l(ing, and they 
did not want God's Saviour ! 
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MATTHEW II. 

WHILE Herod was king in Israel's country, 
Jesus was born at Bethlehem. That was 

the city of David. Did they n1ake great rejoic­
ings in Bethlehem that God's promise to king 
David had come true? No, they had no room 
for the Son of David in Bethlehem's citv. He 

J 

had only a manger for His cradle. '\'as no 
one glad that Jesus \Vas born ? Yes, there 
were son1e expecting Him to come, and God 
told His secret to those ,vho "\ivould be glad. 
Some vvise men came to Jerusalem; they had 
come a long vvay, from the East, and they said: 
"'here is the King of the Jews that has been 
born ? These wise men v,ere Gentiles ; they 
lived far avvay fron1 Israel's country, but they 
were wise; they looked up, they \\t·atched the 
heavens. They had heard that a star should 
come out of Jacob, and they said, \Ve haYe 
seen His star in the East, and "'e haye come to 
vvorship Him. Strange thing the people of 
Jerusalem did not know that their I{ing \\'a8

born ! 1'hey did not see the star. They ,\'ere 
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looking do,vn, full of their own affairs. They 
,vere the foolish ones, ,vho did not hear the 

I 

voice of wisdom. God gives wisdom to the 
,vise. He tells them excellent things. God 
made the star to shine in the East, and He 
taught the \¥ise men ,vhat it meant. They 
set off at once to see for themselves, and they 
wished to ,vorshi p the child that was born. 
But what did the people of Jerusalem say? 
Oh! they ,vere troubled at the news. Herod 
was troubled and all Jerusalem with him. 
Herod sent for all the chief priests and the 
learned people and he asked them to tell 
him '\ivhere the Christ should be born. Those 
religious 1nen quote the ,vords of the Bible 
quite correctly ; they say, In Bethlehem, in 
the land of Judah, for God had said, Out of 
thee shall come a Governor \\'ho shall rule My 
people Israel. No wonder Herod was troubled, 
because he was governor. He ruled oyer 
Israel. But how sad that they were content 
to have it so. None of them ,vent to Beth­
lehen1 to see Him. 

But Herod called the vvise men to hin1 
secretly and sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said they were to find out all about the 
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little child ,Yhom the) called the I(ing of the 
Je,vs, and they ,vere to come back and tell 
him. Herod pretended that he vvanted to 
go and ,vorship the child. The \vise men went 
on the road to Bethlehem, and the star which 
they had seen in the East \Vas there before 
their eyes, shining down on the spot where 
the little child was. i-\nd ,vhen they sa,v the 
star they rejoiced vvith exceeding great joy, 
and having come into the house they saw the 
little child and Mary His mother. They fell 
do,vn and \vorshipped Hi1n, and opened their 
treasures and gave Him offerings of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. How beautiful to 
think of the joy of those Gen tiles, that God 
had visited His people. It ren1inds us of the 
Queen of Sheba, who brought treasures to

Solomon. She came a long way to hear the 
,�:isdom of Solomon, and she said hovv much 
God loved His people to give them a vvise king 
like him. N ovv God ,vas giving His ovvn dear 
Son to be the King of the Jews, and to save 
His people from their sins. 

But it was the Gentiles ,vho brought presents 
to Jesus, not the Jews. The great ones of 
Jerusalem took no notice of Him. They did 
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not re101ce at His birth. God told the wise 
men in a dream not to go back to Herod ; 
so they went to their ovvn country by a different 
,vay. God looks into every one's heart, and 
He knevv that Herod was troubled, and that 
he did not really want to worship Jesus. An 
angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him 
to go away out of Bethlehem, and to take the 
little child and His n1other and flee into 
Egypt, because Herod °"'·ould seek the little 
child to destroy Him. So Joseph got up in 
the night and fled into Egypt as the angel said, 
and they stayed there until Herod died. 

When this °"'icked king found that the wise 
men did not come back to him, he was greatly 
enraged, and he sent orders to Bethlehem that 
all the little boys who vvere less than tvvo years 
old were to be killed. Cruel, vvicked man ! It 
\\,.as a terrible time of rnothers weeping and 
wailing, n1aking great lamentation for their 
children. They would not be comforted 
because they had lost their little ones. Hovv 
those mothers must have wished that Jesus 
was King instead of that cruel Herod. But 
they did not kno\v or believe that He ,vas 
there in their very city. They did not weep 
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for Him. Yet the angels \Vere vvatching over 
Him and telling Joseph "here to go. As soon 
as Herod was dead the angel came again to 
Joseph and spoke to him by a dream. He 
told hin1 to go out of Egypt, and to take the 
little child and His mother into the land of 
Israel. God had a reason for letting Him go 
do"·n to Egypt, because He had said: " Out 
of :Egypt have I called My Son." \Vhen the 
children of Israel were in hard bondage in 
Egypt, God said to Pharaoh, " Let My son 
go, that He may serve Me." God called Israel 
His son, and He called them out of Egypt and 
shf f\ved them the \vay into the promised land. 
N o,v Jesus ,vas called out of Egypt, like His 
people Israel. 

Joseph came into the land of Israel, but 
he was afraid to go into Judea, because a 
son of the wicked Herod vvas king there. So 
God told him in a dream to go into Galilee, 
and he stayed in a town called Nazareth. 
It ,vas a despised place. But the prophets 
had said that Jesus should be called a Nazarene. 
T'he people of J erusalen1 made no lamentation 
,vhen God's holy child Jesus had to flee out of 
Israel's countty-none took it to heart. But 
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if He \Va5 unkno\vn on earth, the angels of 
heaven \Vere watching over Him. They knew 
how precious He \vas to God. He was '' seen 
of angels." They kept their eyes upon Him. 
They had ah�·ays been God's messengers t0 
111en. They had often come to the world 
before. They had watched over other little 
children, and told God's plans about them. It 
must have been a strange thing to those holy 
angels, that the great ones of this ,vorld should 
seek to destroy the One who had come from 
God to do them good. And He came in such 
a sv1eet, gentle, hurnble ,vay, as a little child: 
inyiting men to love Him t Those proud men 
at Jerusale1n boasted that they had God's 
la,\rs and the vvTitings of His prophets-they 
were like signposts all along the vvay, always 
pointing to Jesuc;. Yet they did not under­
stand the signposts-they did not expect Him. 
1'he prophets spoke of Him as the coming One, 
the Deliverer of Israel, the Star of Jacob. 
They said He ,vould be like a shepherd leading 
his sheep into green pastures and beside still 
,vaters. So Jesus would lead His people into 
God's ,vays and sho\v them hovv to please God 
all the day long. 
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For hundreds of years God was speaking 
by His prophets. But now the One they 
spoke of ,vas co1ne. Emmanuel was there 
among them. It \Vas God with u_s, and now 
God ,vas speaking by His Son. If anyone 
,vanted to know about God, he must go to 
Jesus. But you say, What can I learn from 
that little child ? You learn that God is 
love, and you learn the way God loves. 
He spare<l not His only Son-the Son of His 
love ; but sent Him into this world for us, 
that we might knovv God in Him. It grieved 
the great and blessed God that His people 
did not know Him ; they were gone out of the 
way, out of His ways. They went their ovvn 
ways and did what pleased themselves. God 
was not in all their thoughts. Jesus came 
that we might know God, and He began at 
the beginning, where we all have to begin our 
lives, as little weak helpless children in our 
mothers' arms. God was making Himself 
known in a child, doing just ,vhat His mother 
told Him. Jesus was a perfectly obedient 
child ; He never wished to disobey His mother. 
The law of God said, Obey your parents, and 
Jesus did so with His whole heart. No one 
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could show what God is but One who is God. 
Moses could teach the law of God, but Jesus 
lived it. He lived down here to do the ,vill 
of God. He always knew what ,,,.as God's 
will. As a child Jesus showed what was pleas­
ing to God in a child. As a man He showed 
what ,vas pleasing to God in a man. 

Know'st thou, my child, that lowly One 
Who came to do God's will-

. Jesus, who left the throne above 
His purpose to fulfil ? 

Jesus, who came as Light and Love, 
To make His Father known ; 

He bore the judgment due to thee, 
He bore it all alone l 

He had a secret dear to Him 
Which no one else could tell­

The secret of His Father's love, 
Which He knew, oh, so well l 

From all eternity the Son 
His Father's thoughts had shared, 

And He knew all the plans that Love 
And Mercy had prepared. 

lVIercy for little ones like thee, 
High as the heavens above ; 

Eternal life e'en in Himself, 
In boundless, endless love. 
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MATTHEvv III. 

J 
N those days-that is, ,vhile Jesus ,vas at

Nazareth-John the Baptist came preach­
ing in the wilderness of Judea. Perhaps you 
think that was a strange place to preach in, 
away from the dwellings and occupations of 
men. It was a strange place and the reason 
for it -,�r"as a sorro\vful one. It showed that 
the Jevvs ,vere not expecting their King. But 
the prophet Isaiah had said there would be a 
voice crying in the wilderness, and saying, 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight. John was this Voice. He was a man 
sent from God to prepare the people of Israel 
for the coming One. What did he preach ? 
It was a short sermon, but it had a tremendous 
meaning. He said, Repent, for the kingdo1n 
of the heavens is dra,vn nigh. �lhat is the 
kingdom of the heavens? It is the rule of 
heaven. If the King is in heaven, it must be 
the kingdom of heaven. God said, Heaven is 
My throne and earth is My footstool. But 
Jesus came to the earth to be I{ing of the Jews. 
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He had a right to sit on David's throne. True, 
He came to His O\vn people, but they did not 
receive Him. Not one of the great n1en of 
Jerusalem said, Hail! to the l�ord's Anointed, 
or, God save the King. But God cannot be 
stopped in any thought of His, and if the J e\\·s 
did not open their hearts to their Emmanuel, 
heaven ,vas open to Him. The King might 
go back 1.o heaven and leave the kingdoms 
of the earth to ,vicked men like Herod. John 
preached that it was near. The effect of the 
rule of heaven is to make God's people strangers 
on earth. So John ,vas a stranger ; his dress, 
his food, the way he lived and spoke all showed 
quite plainly that he did not belong to the 
earthly kingdom in Judea. In the palaces of 
kings people wear fine clothes and eat dainty 
food. But John was clothed in camel's hair, 
and his food was locusts and �·ild honey, 
thing.; he found in the wilderness-there was 
nothing of Herod's court about hin1 ; and he 
himself ,vas but a voice, calling in the \\ rilder­
ness and saying, Repent, that is, they were to 
be sorry for their sins and turn to God, as those 
who were expecting Jesus, so that He ,vould 
find them ready for Hin1 when He came. The 
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wicked man had to forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and God would 
abundantly pardon. 

A great crowd of people went out to the 
vvilderness to John, and he baptized them in 
the river Jordan, while they confessed their 
sins. Why did he baptize them ? Baptism 
meant washing with water to repentance. It 
showed that they ,vished to be washed from 
their evil ,vays, and to be a people prepared 
for the Lord. We read in the Old 1'estament 
that when God had something to say to His 
people, He said, Wash yourselves and be clean, 
and \i\:-ash your clothes, and be ready to hear 
what God is going to say to you. It is 
always God's way \\rith us. We must stop 
doing \i\1hat is wrong, and then He shows us 
what is right. Cease to do evil, learn to do 
well. Suppose a child is playing with mud, 
and his hands and clothes are dirty with it, 
and I say to him, I have a beautiful new toy 
for you, but you are a disobedient child, and 
you are a dirty child, I cannot possibly give 
my nice present to you. Suppose the child 
�ays, Oh, I am very sorry, and he runs a\ivay 
and gets his hands ,vashed and his clothes 
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changed, and says, D� forgive me. He has 
repented, he has turned from his dirty play. 
He is able to enjoy what I give him, with clean 
hands and a forgiven heart. That is like \i\'hat 
John wished those people to do. John came 
in the vvay of righteousness, to teach them 
what was right. He taught them to speak truth 
with their neighbours, not only with their 
lips but with their hearts. They \Vere not to 
have unkind thoughts in their hearts. This 
Great One who was coming '\ivould be able to 
see into their hearts. Jesus '\ivould know vvho 
spoke the truth and who did not. The religiou� 
men might say: We are the children of 
Abraham. But that was no good to then1 
unless they had the faith of Abraham. They 
might look like fine trees, but if trees do not 
yield good fruit, the gardener cuts them dovvn; 
they are only fit to be put into the fire. John 
said that he \Vas baptizing with '\iVater to 
repentance, but the One who \iVas coming 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit. He "' ould 
be much greater than John. His presence 
vvould settle everything. John said he ,vas 
not worthy even to carry His shoes. For John 
knew that Jesus was God's King. 

2 
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Jesus knevv all that John wassayingabout Him, 
and He knew that many were going out to be 
baptized. So one day Jesus came from Galilee 
to the river Jordan to be baptized. John was 
distressed that Jesus should come to him to be 
baptized, so he said, I have need to be baptized 
by Thee, and comest Thou to me? But Jesus 
said it was to fulfil all righteousness. John 
understood that. Jesus saw His repentant 
people there. He knew they were expecting 
Him to come, to save them from their sins. 
He would be the companion of all who feared 
God ; He took His place among them that 
He might lead them in paths of righteousness. 
How His presence must have comforted them. 
His love and grace brought Him ,vhere sin 
brought then1. The proud religious men at 
Jerusalem did not kno\v \vhat \Vas going on 
at the Jordan. But the heavens knew it all, 
and as Jesus came up out of the water the 
heavens were opened to Him, and John sa,v 
the Spirit of God coming down like a dove 
and resting upon Jesus. What a sight that 
was ! But hark, there is a voice ; not no,,, from 
the wilderness, but out of the opened hea, ens; 
not only speaking of Jesus as John did. 
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This voice speaks to Him. It says, "This is 
1\Iy beloYed Son, in ,vhom I am well pleased." 
Jesus is proclaimed from the opened heavens 
as the Son of God. And not only that, but 
God had found a man on the earth that He could 
delight in. One who came to do God's v\·ill 
and knevv how to do it perfectly. God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
,,·ere all present at that moment, to be 
heard and seen by men on earth. There 
neyer was such a moment before. The 
heavens had never been thro",n open to

a man before. The Holy Spirit had never 
found a man that He could rest on till now. 
He U3ed to come to men to comfort them, or 
to help them, but He could not stay with them 
as He stayed with Jesus. God called Himself 
the God of Abraham, an<l He said David was 
a man after His own heart, yet He never 
found His pleasure in a man till Jesus came. 
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MATTHEW IV. 

A
S soon as it vvas proclaimed from heaven

that God had found His pleasure in 
Je�us, the Holy Spirit took Him into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. \Vhy 
was that? Because the Devil is man's great 
enemy, he is the enemy of our souls, he is our 
spiritual enemy. The Spirit of God led Jesus 
av1ay from men into the ,vilderness, where He 
,va3 alone for forty days and forty nights. 
1'he wilderness was a desert place ; vvild beasts 
were there, and there was no food, no comfort. 
The Spirit of God led Him into conflict with 
the great spiritual enemy of man. Jesus 
allowed Himself to be tempted by the Devil, 
that He might show how completely He over­
came him by the word of God. He could say 
to God, " By the words of Thy lips I have kept 
Me from the paths of the destroyer." Jesus 
could have commanded the Devil to go away. 
But He did not do so until he had finished all 
his temptations. The Devil knew that Jesus 
was hungry, and he ca1ne as the tempter and 
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said, " If Thou art the Son of God, speak that 
these stones may become bread. '' The De·vil 
always says "if" vvhen he speaks of God, 
because he \\tants to make us not quite sure. 
He said to Jesus, "If" you are the· Son of God. 
Ile knew that Jesus had so truly taken the 
form of a man that He was hungry. But he 
,;vanted to make Him doubt God's love to Him. 
It ,vas like saying, " If " God is so pleased 
v,ith you, how is it that He lets you be hungry 
and all alone here in this terrible vvilderness ? 
Jesus gave him a very simple answer, but a 
very touching one vvhen we think vvho He was 
that said it. He said : " It is ,vritten, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word which comes out of the mouth of God." 
Jesus did not say: I am the Son of God, and 
I could command rnanna to come down from 
heaven if it were God's will for lvle to do so. 
But Jesus said, I am a man, an obedient, 
patient man. I am come to do God's will. I 
will only obey Him. Not all the hunger or lone­
liness in this poor world will make me doubt 
the lov� of God. 1'he Devil made the first 
man doubt God and disobey God. Adam ,vas 
not in a wilderness but in a beautiful garden, 
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with all kinds of fruit that were good for food. 
Yet he took the only one that he was told not 
to take. His wife gave it to him and he ate, 
not because he was hungry, but because he 
liked it ! 

Then the Devil tried another kind of tempta­
tion. I think he pretended to be religious. 
He took Jesus to the holy city and set him on 
a pinnacle of the Temple. I'he Devil hated 
the Temple because it was God's house, and 
he said to Jesus, " If Thou art the Son of 
God, cast Thyself down." Again he said "If," 
and he even dared to quote the "'ords that the 
Holy Spirit had written about Jesus. He 
said, " It is written, He shall give His angels 
charge over Thee to keep Thee." 1'he Devil 
can quote the �-ords out of the Bible when it 
suits him to do so. But he always leaves out 
son1ething that the Spirit of God is most care­
ful to put in. Jesus answered, "Again it is 
\vritten, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God." God ,vas His God. He \\·ould not tempt 
the God He loved and knew so \\'ell; that means, 
He ,vould not try if God n1eant ,vhat He said. 
'fht n the Devil tried another kind of temptation. 
He took Jesus to a very high mountain and 
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sho\ved Him all the kingdoms of the vvorld, and 
the glory of them. I suppose that was all 
their riches and power. And he said to Jesus, 
AH these things I will give to you if you will 
fall do,¥n and· worship me. Then Jesus said, 
"Get away, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt 
\¥orship the l.ord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.'' Jesus called the Devil by 
his name Satan, which means adversary. He 
,vas against God, and he was against man. 
He proved himself the adversary in these 
three kinds of temptations. No\v Jesus com­
manded him to go a,vay, and he obeyed-he 
was a conquered enemy. Jesus overcame him 
by the V\7ords of God. Satan had not a \Vord 
to say. He had turned other men against the 
God of mercy and of loving-kindness. He could 
always find some bit of selfishness in other 
men, and the Devil knows exactly hovv to 
tempt every one of us, with something that vve 
wish for. He finds out our wishes and he is 
ready to give us \tvhat he calls the glory of 
this world, if we V\1ill give hin1 the honour that 
is due to God only. The Devil could find no­
thing in Jesus to be tempted by. He found 
nothing in Hin1 but patient obedience and 
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faithful love. He could not be tempted by 
Satan, but he showed that he \Vas the adversary, 
always against us as God is always for us. 
Dear children, who read this wonderful story, 
think of that. Keep that one little sentence 
deep down in your hearts. God is for me. 
Satan is against me. It was terrible suffering 
to the holy mind of Jesus. It grieved Him 
to the heart to see hovv Satan had flattered 
and deceived the minds of men and turned 
them avvay from God. He taught men to do 
their own vvills, and ,vhen �·e do our own ,\·ills 
Satan can do whatever he likes with us ! 

When the Devil went a,vay, angels can1e 
and ministered to Jesus. God gave them 
charge concerning Him. Those ministers of 
His that do His pleasure, how gladly they 
came to minister to that blessed perfect l\fan. 

At this time Jesus had been thirty years in 
this world. The whole life of Jesus expressed 
the truth about God. He could say, I am the 
Truth. He brought truth into this "' orld, 
instead of the untruth that the Devil brought. 
Grace and truth came into the '"·orld in Hirn. 
All He said, and all He did, and all He ,vas, 
expressed God's mind and will. Moses taught 
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God's la,\· in words, but Jesus lived it. His. 
life down here was not only to fulfil the words 
of the law, it was a great deal more. He lived 
to God, and with God, so that the Devil could 
find nothing in Him, and God found His 
delight in Him. Now Jesus was going to be 
God's servant in this world. He was anointed 
\1/ith the Holy Spirit and with power, and went 
about doing good and healing all that were 
oppressed by the Devil, for God vvas with Him. 
But the Holy Spirit tells us first the blessed 
sort of Man He was, before He tells us that He 
\Vas God's Servant, to be for God; not only to 
do His will, but to finish His work. 

He began at Nazareth, where He was brought 
up, but they would not listen to His preaching 
there, though they called it gracious words. They 
cast Him out of their city, and Jesus went to 
Capernaum. He heard that Herod had shut 
up John in prison. Herod could not destroy 
Jesus, but he shut up in prison the man \1/ho 
was telling people about Jesus. Isaiah had 
said of the people who lived in the country 
beyond the Jordan, that they ,, ere sitting in 
darkness but they should see a great light. 
It was outside the land of Israel, Galilee of the 
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Gentiles. Israel refused God's messenger­
John was in prison; and they refused God's 
King--Jesus was gone outside their country 
to preach the good news to the poor, to those 
who were oppressed and sorrowful, to them a 
light sprang up. Jesus said, Repent, for the 
kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. That 
is \\rhat John preached? Yes, Jesus took up 
his words as if to say, You may put My prophet 
in prison, but you will not silence the voice that 
calls you to repent and to look for a kingdom 
that is above all the kingdoms of this world 
and above all the oppression and misery of 
this world. 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, 
He saw two brothers casting their net into 
the sea, for they were fishermen. Jesus said 
to thPm, Come after Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. Immediately they 
followed Jesus! They did not wait to draw 
up their nets; they left all, and followed Him. 
Their names ,vere Simon Peter and Andrew. 
A Ii ttle further Jesus saw t\VO others, James 
and John, ,vho were . sons of Zebedee ; they 
were in the ship with their father mending their 
nets. Jesus called them, and they left their 
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ship and their father immediately and followed 
Jesus. I think they had all heard of Jesus 
from John the Baptist, and some of them had 
seen Him before this. For one day Andrew 
and another-perhaps the other was John, the 
son of Zebedee-were vvith John, vvhen Jesus 
passed, and John, looking on J esu.s as He 
vvalked, said, Behold the Lamb of God. These 
t,,vo did behold I-Iim. They saw the great 
light that Isaiah spoke of, that light had sprung 
up in their hearts, and they followed Jesus. 
He savv them and said, \\/'hat seek ye ? They 
said, Teacher, where dvvellest Thou? Jesus 
said, Come and see. They ,vent and saw where 
He abode, and stayed with Him that day. It 
,vas a new day to those t,1/o disciples. It was 
the beginning of a new way for them. It was 
the first day of the rule of the kingdom of the 
heavens in their hearts. They had found Him 
of whom the prophets had spoken. He was 
God's Anointed One, the Son of God, the King 
of Israel. He came to ,vhere they '"tere. He 
called them by their names and said, F ollo,v 
Me. He chose them to be ,vith Him. \Vhat 
could they do but fallow Him ? \Vhat com­
pany for those poor fishermen, to be with One 
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they could call Teacher, who could teach them 
about the kingdom of the heavens. They left 
all they had in this �rorld to be with Him ; 
no more to toil for fish, no more to try to mend 
their broken nets. 

Jesus went all round Galilee, teaching in the 
synagogues and preaching the glad tidings of 
the kingdom, and He healed every disease and 
every sickness among the people. His fame spread 
through the whole of Israel's country, and they 
brought to Him all who were ill and afflicted in 
their minds or their bodies, and He healed them 
all. That was a picture of vvhat the Kingdom of 
heaven would do for every one who came under 
that blessed rule. God had said : \Vi th blessing 
I will bless. Those who came to Jesus got 
the blessing ; those who did not come missed 
it. But when they heard His fame for healing 
diseases, a great crowd came ft'om all the 
country round. 

He did kind things so kindly, 
It seemed His heart's delight 

To make poor people happy 
From morning until night. 
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MATTHEW V. 

WHEN Jesus saw the crowds He went up 
to a high place and sat down, and His 

disciples came to Him. He had told them about 
the kingdom, now He was going to teach them 
the sort of people who would belong to this 
kingdom. He began by saying: Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Hovv astonished they must have 
been 1 Men do not like people who are poor 
in spirit, people who let themselves be pushed 
off the footpath and take it patiently. Men 
despise people like that, and yet Jesus says: 
Theirs is the kingdom of heaven. The king­
doms of the earth \Vould not take much account 
of a man who was poor in spirit. Then Jesus 
said that people who mourn were blessed, for 
they should be comforted. How sweet that 
was to some of those mourners ; your very 
sorrow makes you blessed, because of the 
heavenly comforting that you will get. Then, 
Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the 
earth. I suppose a meek man is something 
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like one "ho is poor in spirit ; he gets the 
blessing of the kingdom of heaven now, and 
he ,¥ill inherit the earth by and by. Jesus 
vvas teaching His disciples the kind of people 
who would get the blessings of the kingdom 
of heaven. Those who longed for righteousness, 
who were merciful, who were pure in heart, 
and those who were peace-makers. They 
would be like what Jesus was Himself. So the 
men of this world would persecute them, they 
would say wicked things against them for 
Jesus' sake, because they belonged to Him. 
But they must rejoice and be glad because 
there was a great reward for them in the heavens. 
Jesus points them to heaven for everything. 
On earth they would have trouble and sorrow, 
but He comforted them by the hope of a great 
reward in heaven. The men ,vho did not love 
God had always persecuted His prophets. 
Now they would per�ecute Jesus, and all those 
vvho followed Him would be persecuted for 
His sake. But for all that, these poor perse­
cuted people were the salt of the earth. \�hat 
did that mean ? Salt is a thing that is good 
in itself, and it keeps other things good. If 
the salt gets bad, it is good for nothing. But 
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Jesus meant that His disciples an<l those 
people who ,vould get all these blessings that 
He was teaching them about, they were the 
salt of the earth. As long as they were down 
here there would be something here for God. 
If they \¥ere righteous and merciful and meek 
and lo,,1ly, like those ,vho are under the rule 
of heaven, they would be like salt, keeping 
other people from bad things as well as them­
selve �. You kno,v salt kills the '"'eeds that 
grow on our walks. It keeps them clean. 

Jesus also said (hey ,vere the light of the 
world. Those who had seen the great light, and 
in vvhose hearts the light had sprung up, would 
give light themselves to this world. Jesus wa� 
the Great Light. He vvas the Light of God. 
He came down from heaven that He might 
declare the truth about God. ...t\nd Jesus 
lighted up all the little lights. It was His 
light they were to carry ; so that this dark 
,vorld would be able to see something of God, 
and to see what suits His kingdom. They were 
to let their lights shine so that men might see 
beautiful ,vorks that God's light could shine 
upon, and then men would glorify their Father 
in heaven. What a wonderful thing for those 
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fishermen to hear that they had a Father in 
hea, en. Jesus came from His Father in heaven. 
His heart was full of heaven. His disciples 
had left all to follow Him. Now He ,vanted 
them to get their hearts full of heaven, so that 
they might kno\v ho,v much better off they 
,vere, and how great was their reward in 
heaven. As long as Jesus was in the ,vorld 
He was the Light of the world, and He \.vas 
also the salt of the earth. No spot or stain 
could come on Him; no kind of evil could stav 

J 

where He was. He was the light to show it, 
and He was the ·salt to keep it away. 

Jesus said His disciples were to be like a city 
set on a hill, giving light to all the country 
around it. The light of Jesus cannot be hid, 
and each one was to be a lamp holding the light, 
that it might shine for all who ,vere in the 
house. Jesus said, Do not think that I am come 
to set aside the law and the prophets. I am 
come not to set aside but to fill up all for God. 
Not one little ,vord that God has ever said ,vill 
pass away. It ,vill all come true ; and ,v ho­
ever does His commandments and teaches 
other people to do_ them, �rill be called great in 
the kingdom of the heavens. The children 
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of their Father in heaven \Yould keep God's 
Jaws, but they ,Yould do more, because His 
heavenly grace was in their hearts. The law 
said, Thou shalt not kill; but Jesus said, You 
must not be angry, and you must not say 
Fool to your brother. And if anyone was 
going to off er a sacrifice to God, and his brother 
was offended with him, he must leave his gift 
before the altar and first go and be reconciled 
to his brother, and then he might offer his gift. 
God will not accept a gift from us if ,vc are 
quarrelling with one another. No one can 
be in the blessing of the kingdom until he is 
at peace. So Jesus said : Make friends quickly 
,vith your enemy, because if not he may bring 
you to the judge and you may be put in prison. 
Jesus ,vanted the Je,vs to understand that 
God ,vas speaking to them like that. They 
ought to come quickly to be reconciled \Yith 
Him. He was reconciling the \vorld to Him­
self in Jesus Christ. He was forgiving all their 
debts and sins, but if they did not come to 
Him quickly, they would lose the opportunity 
and they would have to pay the last farthing. 
Jesus said they ought to be so terribly in 
earnest about getting the blessings of the 
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kingdom, that if they ,vere stopped by some­
thing pleasant to the eyes, it was better to 
pluck out their eyes than to be stopped, and 
if their right hand were a hindrance to them, 
it was better to cut it off. Eve saw that the 
forbidden fruit ,vas " pleasant to the eyes," 
and she put out her " hand " and took it. 
Jesus was teaching them what small things 
may spoil the salt, or hide the light that showed 
they were under the rule of heaven, and that 
they had a Father in heaven. 

Jesus said they must not swear. It was 
quite enough to say Yes and No, for God heard 
what they said. People used to say, An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; that means, 
if :you hurt me I may hurt you. But that was 
not the heavenly grace that Jesus taught them. 
He said, If a man strikes you on one cheek, 
turn to him the other also ; and if he takes 
away your coat, let him take your cloak also. 
That is the sort of thing a meek man does. 
It is the grace that Jesus brought into the 
world, and Jesus says to a man like that, Never 
mind, you shall inherit the earth. It "as said, 
Love your neighbour and hate your enemy ; 
but Jesus said, Love your enemies and pray for 
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those ,vho are unkind to you, that you may be 
the sons of your Father who is in the heavens. 
He makes His sun to shine on the evil and on 
the good, and He sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. \\that a wonderful thing to 
have such a God for our example, so that a 
little child may say, I must be kind to those 
,vho are unkind to me, because that is like 
vvhat my Father in heaven does. God loves 
His enemies. He is kind to those who do not 
deserve it. He says, I ,vill show mercy to 
whom I will show mercy. He likes to show 
mercy, and He has a right to do so. He sent 
His O\\'n beloved Son into this world to prove 
His love to man. Many did not ·believe in 
Him. But those who did receive His Son, 
those who follo,¥ed Him like the disciples, to 
them God gave the right to be called the 
children of God, and Jesus said, Be ye also 
perfect, as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
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MATTHE,v VI. 

N
O\, these people \\·ho knew that they had a

Father in heaven were al\vays to remem­
ber that His eyes were looking dovvn on then1. 
Other people did good works for men to see, 
and the only reward they had ,vas ,vhat men 
thought of them. Men tliought they were 
good--that was their re"·ard. They loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of God. 
But the children of God \1/ere to do their good 
deeds in secret, for their Father in heaven to 
5ee, and He who can see in secret would reward 
them openly. Jesus said some made long 
prayers for men to hear. But if only men heard 
their prayers, they could only expect men's 
revvard. They were like those of ,vhom God 
said, They honour Me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from l\1e. God looks into the 
hearts. He knows exactly what each one of 
us thinks of Him. So Hi children \\ ere to 
go into their chamber and shut the door, that 
they might be alone \\'ith God ; and then they 
were to pray to their Father \¥ho is in secret, 
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and their Father who sees in secret, would 
re,vard them openly. They need not make 
long prayers, for their Father kn·ew what they 
wanted before they asked Him. Yet He likes 
His children to pray to Him. He likes us to 
know that He listens to our poor little prayers. 
He is so great and so high up in heaven, that 
we might think, "He could not hear a little 
child like me." But He does hear, and He 
does answer. Jesus taught His disciples how 
to pray, when they \\Yere in secret, ,vith the door 
shut ; when no one else could hear what they 
said to God. 

It ,vas a short prayer, but it said all they 
vv·anted for that one day. God gives us 
everything for one day at a time. He gave His 
people manna in the wilderness for one day 
at a time ; and He gave them work to do for 
one day at a time, as the duty of every day 
required. So we have to pray to our Father 
in heaven every day, just for the day, and leave 
to-morrow till it comes. It is a beautiful little 
prayer that Jesus taught them. It begins, 
Our Father, "'ho art in heaven. HallovYed 
be Thy name. The first and greatest wish 
they had was that the name of their Father 
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in heaven should be hallowed. \Vhat did that 
111 an ? That it should be sacred, holy; it 
,vas not to be made co1nmon. It vvas to be 
aid vvith reverence and godly fear. It was 

a holy nan1e. 1'hy kingdom come. They 
"i hed for that because then God's will would 
be done in earth as it is in heaven. God's name 
and God'� ,vill ca111e fir t. Then they would 
pray about their own wants. Give us this day 
our daily br ad. They do not pray for a 
great store or for money in the bank, but for 
ju t enough food for one day at a ti1ne, and their 
Father ,vho kne,v \\·hat they \+Vanted before 
they asked Him, ga, e them enough for the 
day. They could say, This is ,¥hat our Father 
gives us, and they gave Hin1 thanks for it. 
The last thing is, Forgive us our debts, as vYe 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temp­
tation, but deliver us from evil. If their 
heavenly Father forgave then1, it ,vould be 
easy to forgive other people, but if they did 
not forgive, they ,vould not have the happiness 
of kno,ving that they \Vere forgiYen. 

Those people \\·ho prayed to their Father in 
heaven did not need to lay up treasures on 
earth, ,vhere a little moth could destroy the 
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most beautiful things ; or where rust could 
make things not fit for use ; and w·here a thief 
might come and carry off their treasures. So 
Jesus said to them: Lay up for yourselves trea­
sures in heaven; no moth, nor rust, nor thieves 
can come there; and where your treasure is 
your heart will be. He taught them that the 
only happy thing vvas to have their ,vhole 
hearts and hands and eyes taken up with what 
is in heaven. They could not do t,vo things 
at the same time ; they could not serve God 
and their own selfishness at the same time. 
He said, I.oak at the birds of the heavens ; thev 

., 

do not sow or reap or make storehouses to 
lay up food for the winter days, and your 
heavenly Father feeds them. To the birds He 
is the great Creator ; to you He calls Himself 
Father; and do you not think He cares a great 
deal more for you than for the little birds ? 
And look at the lilies how they grow ; they do 
not toil, they do not spin to make fine clothes ; 
and yet even Solomon in all his glory ,vas not 
so beautifully clothed as they are. And again, 
Jesus said, Your heavenly Father knows all 
that you have need of ; you have to seek His 
kingdon1, and to lay up His things for your 
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treasures ; and He ,vill take care of you down 
here. He will do it so perfectly that you need 
not think of to-morrow. Your heavenly 
Father who takes care of you to-day, ,vill do 
so to-morrow and the next day, and for ever 
and for ever. 
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�1ATTHEW VII. 

J 
ESUS taught those people ,vho \Vere seeking

the kingdom of God, not to j u<lge other 
people but to judge themselves. That is, if 
you think some one is doing \Vhat is \vrong, 
ask yourself, Am I doing wrong ? Perhaps I 
am doing something worse than they! God 
sees into our hearts and He kno\\:s when \Ve 
feel that we have done wrong, and \ve have to 
confess it to Hi111; and if we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 
Is the kingdom of God the same as the kingdom 
of heaven ? The kingdo1n of God is God's 
rule in your heart and in mine ; that is why 
Jesus said, Seek first the kingdom of God, and 
then all the blessings of the kingdom of heaven 
will be added to you. God is a cheerful Giver. 
He delights in giving, but He will not give 
His good gifts to those who do not value then1. 
That is why He likes us to ask Him for things, 
to seek for them; and He never disappoints 
those who are longing to find the good things 
of His kingdom. Jesus said, If a son asks his 
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father for some bread, will his father give him 
a stone ? Surely not. Then if men ,vho are 
not good know how to give good gifts to their 
children, ho,v much more will your Father in 
heaven give good things to those \\i·ho ask Him ? 
I-Te \\·ill give His very best things. In another 
place it is said that He will give the best thing 
of all, and that is His Holy Spirit. But here 
Jesus \\t·as showing them that the la'vv and the 
prophets taught them to do to others as they 
,vould have others do to them. It ,vas sorrovv­
ful to think that they had not kept the la\iv, 
and they had not listened to the warnings of 
the prophets. 

But there is a ,vay that leads to life. It is 
a narrO\\r way, and only those who are in earnest 
find it. They that seek shall find. God said, 
They that seek Me early shall find Me. And so 
it is as to His narrow \ivay. People who are 
seeking one thing, leave the things their eyes 
are pleased with, or the things their hands 
can get, because they want to find ,vhat they 
are seeking for. Jesus said, Enter in by the 
narrow gate ; for there is another ,�·ay that i_s 
very \vide, a11d 1nany go that \Yay. It is an 
easy way. It does not \Vant any seeking to 
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find it, but it leads to destruction. 1'he narro,v 
\Yay is the ,vay that leads to life. Some might 
pretend to be good, even by their dress, but 
it ,;vould be quite easy to see if they \Vere going 
in the ,vay of life, because they ,vould be like 
the trees that had good fruit ; anyone can see 
a good tree or a bad tree by the sort of fruit 
it has on it. A thorn will not have grapes on 
it, and a thistle ,vill not have figs. Thorns 
and thistles ,vere \Vhat gre,v on the earth vYhen 
.A.dam sinned, but all the trees of God ,,·ere 
good for fruit. But hovv could people have good 
fruit ? By doing the will of l\Iy Father ,vho 
is in heaven, Jesus said. If they did that, they 
would be like the good trees, for they ,vould 
be doing what Jesus came to do so perfectly. 
He did it all His life down here, and He vvas 
teaching those who were with Him how to do 
as He did. To others, who chose the broad 
way, He would say : Depart from Me because 
you are doing your own vvill. �ihoever hears 
l\1y words and does them, is like a ,vise man"' ho 
built his house upon a rock; the rain came and 
the wind blew, but his house did not fall do,Yn, 
because it was built upon the rock. But those 
who heard the words of Jesus and did not do 
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then1, ,vould be like a foolish man who built 
his house upon the sand. ,ve know how the 
sand runs a'\ivay \vhen the rain comes, and 
'1vhen the ,vind blows ; and so a house built 
on sand ,vould come down ,vith a great fall. 
The crowds vvere astonished to hear ,vhat Jesus 
said. They felt that He taught them with 
authority, and not as the scribes did. The 
scribes vvere men vvho ,:vrote do\vn the laws 
and read them out to the people. '\'hat does 
authority mean? It means that Jesus had 
a right to speak these things. He spoke from 
Himself. He was the Truth, and He spoke 
,vhat I-le was. His vvords were words of life 
and \\'Ords of power. They ,;vere the expression 
of what He was as a man do\\rn here. ...'\nd they 
vvere words which would keep His disciples 
in the way that leads to life, if they were like 
the wise man who heard His words and did 
them. They ,;vould be doing the will of their 
Father in heaven. They would choose the 
things that pleased Hin1, and that \Yould be 
good fruit before Him. 

\Vhen Jesus had finished these ,vords about 
the kingdom of heaven, He came do,vn from 
the mountain. Those \\yords were all about 
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blessing. Jesus ,vas pointing them to heaven 
and to their Father in heaven. He could 
speak "1ith authority about the rule of 
heaven, and about His Father who \Vas 
in heaven. 

There is rest in the blessed yoke 
That knows no ,vill but His, 

That learns from His pa th and the ,vords 
He spoke, 

,vha t that loving pa tie nee is ! 
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MATTHE\Y VIII. 

WHEN Jesus came down from the mountain 
a leper came and ,vorshipped Him. He 

\Vas a n1an \vith a horrible disease. No one 
might come near a leper; he was obliged to 
live alone, and if anyone met him, he had to 
cry, " Unclean, unclean " ; that meant, Keep 
a¼·ay from me, or you will get the leprosy. 
This man said, Lord (he called Jesus Lord), if 
Thou wilt, Thou art able to cleanse me. He 
knew that no one but God could cleanse a 
leper. He knew that Jesus could do it, but he 
,vas not quite sure if He \Yould. Jesus stretched 
out His holy hand and touched the leper ! He 
came near to him and said, I ,, ill, be thou clean. 
And immediately his leprosy ,vas cleansed ; 
in a moment all his dreadful sores disappeared 
and he was ¼'ell. Jesus said, 'fell no man, but 
go to the priest and take the offering that 
Moses commanded ; so that they \vould see that 
he had been a leper, but \Yas no,v a cleansed 
leper. Jesus would not have them tell of Hin1. 
He hid Himself, but His works told vvho He 
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,vas-JehoYah the SaYiour. None but He 
could touch the leper, or cleanse the terrible 
disease of sin. His action proved that He was 
Emmanuel. He could come near the sinner, but 
neither sin nor disease could touch Him. This 
man vvas a picture of the state of Israel. They 
,vere sinners, and they were suffering from 
the effects of their sins. It ,vas an incurable 
disease ; none hut God could put away sin. 
But God provided a remedy. He sent His 
own beloved Son, and those \vho came to Him, 
like the leper, found that He ,vould come near 
enough to touch them, and would say to them, 
Be clean! 

V/hen Jesus went into Capernaum, a Gentile 
soldier came to Him. He said, Lord, my 
servant is very ill and in great pain. Jesus 
said, I will come and heal him. The man 
said, I am not worthy for You to come into 
my house, but if You speak a word he ,vill 
get ,vell. He said, I am only a servant myself, 
and I say to the soldiers ,,,ho are under me, 
Do this, and they do it. 'fhat poor Gentile 
knew that Jesus had authority; he called 
Him Lord; he knew that His vvord ,,·as ,,·ith 

power. Jesus was surprised at his faith, and 
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He said to those who followed Him, I have not 
found such faith in Israel. But I say to you 
Israelites, that many shall come from the east 
and from the west, and shall sit down with 
Abrahan1, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of the heavens. But the sons of the kingdom 
shall be cast out into the outer darkness, v\'here 
there is ,veeping and gnashing of teeth. ,vhat 
did that mean ? That they ,�·ould be sorry 
\vhen it ,vas too late ; they ,vould vveep and 
gnash their teeth ,vith the painful feeling of 
what they had lost, and of ho,v they had missed 
the blessing. God prepared a kingdom for 
those who chose the way that leads to life. 
But those vvho chose the broad road of their 
o,vn will, would find it would end in an outside 
place, where there is darkness and weeping, 
and the kind of pain that people feel when they 
have missed their way, when they find that 
it is too late to choose the narrow way that 
leads to life. And Jesus said to the soldier, 
Go ; as thou hast believed, so be it unto thee. 
And his servant was healed at that moment. 

\Vhen Jesus came into Peter's house at 
Capernaum, he saw that the mother of Peter's 
\.\,-if e was very ill. She had a fever, ,v hich 

4 
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makes people weak in 111ind and in body. 
Jesus took her feverish hand in His, and the 
fever left her, so that she was able to get up 
at once and serve Him. Perhaps she prepared 
a dinner for Him. But it sho�,s how near He 
came to His afflicted people, and ho,v nearness 
to Him banished their afflictions, whether it 
\\ras leprosy, or pain, or fever. His presence, 
the touch of His hand, made every one well 
immediately. \i\lhen it was evening the people 
brought their sick ones to Him. Many had 
evil spirits, and He cast out the spirits with a 
word, and made all the sick people �rell ; that 
what the prophet Isaiah had said of Him 
might come true, Himself took our infirmities, 
and bore our sicknesses. When Jesus savv the 
crowds of people, He told them to take the ship 
to the other side of the lake-it vvas also called 
the Sea of Galilee. But a scribe out of the 
crowd came up to Jesus and said, Teacher, I 
will follow Y� ou ,vherever You go. The scribe 
was a teacher himself, and he thought listening 
to Jesus would be useful to him. Jesus did 
not want to be follo,ved only for His teaching. 
He liked people to follow Him for love to 
Himself, so He said : The foxes have holes to 
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live in, and the birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of lVIan hath not where to lay His 
head. Had Jesus really no home ? Yes ; He 
,vas the Creator of all things, and yet He had 
nothing in this vvorld. He had no home but 
in the hearts of His people. Those vvho loved 
Him made Him a home. 

\\ihy did Jesus call Himself the Son of l\1an ? 
It is the first tin1e He does so. God had some­
times called His prophets, son of man; when 
they were suffering on account of 1nan, and 
when they were persecuted for righteousness 
sake. Jesus took the place of Son of man to 
suffer for man. It was said of Him, He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He 
felt all the sorrovv and suffering that He sa,v 
around Him. It ,vas grief to His holy mind. 
It showed ho,v they had forsaken their one 
true God. He had said that He would not 
let the1n have those diseases if they kept His 
commandn1ents. But ,vhen they \Ycre n1ixed 
up with the Gentiles and learned their ,vays, 
all those diseases came upon them. Jesus was 
against all that, just as His prophets had been. 
So when He gave that ans,ver to the scribe, 
it was as if He said, If you follow l vle, you \Yill 
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find it only suffering in this world. I am a 
homeless stranger do,vn here. I am doing the 
\Yill of God, and it is no use for you to hear l\iy 
,vords unless you do ,vhat I say. God says of 
Israel, \Yith their lips they sho\v much love, 
but their hearts arc going after the things of 
this \YOrld. Jesus kne,v all men ; He kne\V 
\\rhether He could trust them. He liked people 
to follo,v Him for Himself, that they might be 
with Him ; because they loved Him ,vith a 
love that put out all other love. Another man 
wished to f ollo,v Jesus, but asked if he might 
first go and bury his father. Jesus said, 
Folio\\-· l\Ie, this is the \ivay that leads to life. 
Let those who have chosen the broad road go 
and bury their own dead. Jesus meant that 
there must be no delay. They must do it 
quickly. Now "as the day of salvation for 
then1, if they really wished to follo,v Him. He 
could say, He that findeth l\le findeth life, but 
he that misses l\Ie is losing his o,vn soul. 

Then Jesus ,vent into the ship, a,vay fron1 
the crowd ; and those \Yho \Vere truly taught 
by Hin1 f ollo\ved Him. They \Vere called 
disci ple5, ,vhich means that they learne<l fron1 
Him. But the \ivind ble,v and the \vaves 
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of the sea ,vashed over the ship. And Jesus 
slept ! What a picture of God's blessed 
Son and Servant. He had not a pillovv 
to lay His head on, but He slept in the 
storn1. He could say, I ,vill lay l\le down 
in peace and sleep, for the Lord only makec; 
l\Ie to dwell in safety. The poor disciples 
\Vere frightened at the storm. Did Peter or 
John say: See how He sleeps. It must be 
right to do what He does. Let us go to sleep 
in peace, and trust to our Father in heaven 
to take care of us. If Jesus is in the ship with 
us, He is greater than the waves. That Great 
One \\·ho can command the devils ,vith authority, 
He can surelv save us from the wind and 
\\·aves. \,7as that what they said? Oh, no. 
They a,voke Hin1 and said, Lord� save us ; 
,ve perish. Hovv touching His answer is : 
\V'hy are ye fearful ? 0 ye of little faith ! He 
had said the same words before, about being 
anxious as to food and clothes. Ho,v could 
they have cares while their Father in heaYen 
was taking care of them? Novv He said the 
same about their fears. For if the kingdom 
of God ,vere ruling in their hearts they \YOuld 
have no fear. \Vith Jesus in the ship there 
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,vas no need for care and no cause for fear. 
l'hcn He got up and rebuked the V\'inds and 
the sea, and there ,vas a great calm. It "·as 
as if He put all to sleep. He made th�m all 
as cal1n as He was Hi1nself. He ,vas always 
cahn and strong-people vvho are strong are 
caln1. \Veak people get excited, feverish, and 
lose patience. But Jesus makes a great calm 
in the feverish, impatient heart, as easily as 
He 1nade a great calm in the storm of ,vinds 
and waves. The men were astonished and 
said: \Vhat sort of man is this, that even the 
,vinds and the sea obey Him ? Of course 
they obe;yed Him, for He was their Creator. 
Man is the only creature on the earth ,vho 
disobeys his Creator ! 

\Vhen Jesus came to the other side of the 
sea, two men met Him. They had evil 
spirits and came from among the graves ; 
they were so dangerous that the people ,vere 
afraid to pass that \1/ay. I think those t,vo 
men were more terrible than the storm on 
the sea, and they cried out and said, \\ h<:1-t have 
\Ve to do vvith Thee, Jesus, Son of God ? Hast 
Thou come here to torment us before the time ? 
The devils knew that Jesus was Son of God, 
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and they knew that He had come to undo the 
\vorks of the devil. They knew that He would 
command them to come out of the men, so 
they said, If Thou cast us out, let us go av\ ay 
into the herd of swine OYer there. Jesus said, 
Go. They did so, and the "hole herd of swine 
rushed do,"·n a steep place into the sea, and 
died in the v\'aters. This is a solemn picture 
of the state of Israel. They ,vere for­
bidden to eat pig's flesh. It was sinful of 
them to have a great herd of those unclean 
animals. The devils knew that, but the 
unclean animals suited those unclean spirits. 
Jesus granted their request, and tl).e animals, 
maddened by the evil spirits, rushed into the 
sea and were all drowned. It is like what 
happened to Israel vvhen they entirely rejected 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who fed the 
swine went into the city, and told what had 
happened. The whole city went out to meet 
Jesus. Did they beg Him to stay ,vith them 
for ever to keep the devils away? No. ,, hen 
they saw Him they begged Hi1n to go a,vay 
out of their coasts. So Jesus went on to the 
ship again and passed over to his own city, 
as they called Capernaum. \i\lhat sorro,v was 
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in His heart as He left them ; they ,yould 
rather have the devils and the s,,�ine than 
Jesus! They begged Him to go avray, and 
,ve do not hear that He ever ,vent to that city 
again. They n1issed the ,vay to the Tree of 
Life, and those who hate l\ie, the Lord said, loYe 
death. 
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MATTHEW IX. 1-13.

THEY brought a paralysed man to Jesus. 
They carried him on his bed because he 

could not stand or walk. Jesus seeing their 
faith, said to the sick man, Son, or Child, ·be 
of good cheer : thy sins are forgiven. Jesus 
called him child, as if He felt like a father 
to this poor cripple. It pleased Jesus to see 
their faith ; without faith it is impossible to 
please Him. He was pleased to see faith in a 
Gentile soldier, and now He saw faith in these 
Israelites. He saw that they believed in Him ; 
light had sprung up in their hearts. But there 
were scribes and others looking on, who had 
no faith, and they had thoughts about Jesus 
that He had no right to talk about forgiving 
sins. They did not know that Jesus could 
see their thoughts. He said to them : Why 
do you think evil things in your hearts ? How 
ashamed they ought to have been, to find 
that Jesus could read their bad thoughts of 
Him ! But it was true what God had said : 
My people are not ashamed ; they know not 
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ho,v to blush. Jesus said to them, \Vhich is 
easier to say, Thy sins are forgiven, or to say, 
Rise up and "ralk? They did not answer that 
question. So Jesus said, That you may kno,v 
that the Son of l\Ian has po,Yer, or authority, 
on earth to forgiYc sins, I \\·ill say to this 
poor cripple, Rise up, take up thy bed, and go 
into thy house. He rose up and \¥ent to his 
house. No more a cripple, and his sins for­
given. The blessed Son of Man had called 
him child, for grace had made him a child 
of his Father in heaven. 

What is grace ? It is kindness that \Ye do 
not deserve. God's grace is what comes out 
of His own heart ; Jesus brought it do,vn to 
man. It was like the manna that came down 
from heaven ; men did not knovv what it was. 
The heart of man cannot understand grace, 
but God is so great in goodness that He can 
pour out abundantly out of His own heart, 
loving-kindness and tender mercy that not one 
single man has any right to. \Ve do not deserve 
the sun to shine upon us, yet it shines on the 
evil and on the good. The sun is always shining. 
The clouds on our side may shut us out from 
its shining, but it shines on ; even at night 
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the sun is shining, though we have moved away 
fro1n its light. I mean the bit of the earth 
,ve live on has turned away from the light of 
the sun-that makes night. But it is a picture 
for us of the way God's grace shines on in spite 
of all that we are. He must be true to Himself, 
and it is His nature to shovv grace and mercy 
and lo, ing-kindness. It is His delight. He 
says, I will show mercy to ,vhom I will sho,v 
mercy. That is ,vhat the proud religious 
people of Jerusalem could not understand. 
The crowds were surprised at what they sa\\T

Jesus do ; they glorified God "' ho had giYen 
such power to man. But they did not kno,v 
,v ho Jesus \Vas. 

As Jesus \1/as passing a tax office, He sa,,, 
a man named Matthew sitting at the money­
table, collecting taxes for the Romans. Jesus 
said to him, Follow Me. He rose up at 
once, left all the money and everything, 
and followed Jesus. Matthew ,vas not a 
fisherman like the other disciples. He \Yas 
getting riches for himself by collecting money 
from the Jews for their conquerors. This \\'as 
considered a disgraceful occupation for a J e\\·, 
and they spoke of those men ,vho did it as 
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sinners. But the grace that Jesus brought 
was just ,vhat suited sinners. The law would 
only condemn a sinner, and make him feel that 
he was too bad for God. Nothing else but 
grace could shine into the heart of a man like 
that-one who knew he was degraded as a 
Jew. Jesus said to him, Follow Me ; and 
the grace that was poured out on him so 
abundantly made him able to be used by the 
Holy Spirit to write this account of Jesus. 
This man wrote the Gospel by Matthew many 
years after, and it is touching to notice that 
,vhen he mentions his own name again, he 
reminds us that he was a tax-gatherer. He 
seems to delight in the grace that called him 
when he did not deserve it. Jesus goes to his 
house and there He finds that Matthew has 
invited a great many people who were called 
sinners like himself, and Jesus sits down to 
table with them. What beautiful grace that 
was! Jesus would make those sinners feel 
at home with Him. He came where they 
were. A great man could not do that; he ,vould 
be ashamed-to be seen in such company. No 
wonder the proud Pharisees were shocked. 
They say to His disciples, Why does your 
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Teacher eat with tax-gatherers and sinners? 
Jesus heard what they said. He answered 
them by saying, People who are �·ell do not 
,vant a doctor. It is only sick people who 
want a doctor. He meant that it was sinners 
who wanted a Saviour, and He was come to 
seek for sinners and to save them. So He said 
to the Pharisees, Go and learn what that means ; 
I will have mercy and not sacrifice, for I have 
come not to call the righteous-those who 
think themselves righteous-but I have come to 
call sinners to repentance. Jesus meant that 
the knowledge of God was better than burnt 
offerings. The Pharisees were proud of their 
religious name ; they offered sacrifices, and 
professed to be the people of the God of Israel. 
But they did not know Him. They could not 
understand the goodness of His heart. Jesus 
came from Him with grace and truth ; but 
they did not know Him. They could not 
understand the grace that could reach out to 
sinners. They did not know that Jesus \Vas 
Emmanuel, that He brought God dovvn to 
man. He brought God into that house of 
Matthew, where all the sinners �'ere. They 
could say, This is God with us; man thinks us 
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too vile, but the One ,vho is holy, harmless, 
undefiled can come and· sit do,vn ,vith us, not 
because He does not hate sin a great deal more 
than the Pharisees do, but because He ,vill 
put it all away! _He is able to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
It was a happy day for Mat.the,v when he was 
called away from his money-table. He follo,ved 
Jesus until Jesus \Vent back to heaven, and 
then he went about preaching and telling_ 
people of Him, and it is said that he was killed 
by wicked men whq did not believe in Jesus. 
Matthew ,vas a Jew, and he tells.us more about 
the J e,vs than any of the other writers. He 
tells how Jesus was offered to them as king of 
the Jews and how they refused Him. But 
nothing stopped Jesus in His kindness to them. 
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11ATTHEW IX. 14-38. 

J 
ESUS went about doing good. Mercy and

grace flowed from Him to all who felt their 
need of it. And the needy ones were drawn to 
Him. He drew them to Himself with the 
bands of a man, with the cords of love. As they 
followed Him He taught them how to love. 
The disciples of John the Baptist asked Him why 
His disciples did not fast as they did. Jesus 
said: How can the children of the bridechamber 
be sad while the Bridegroom is with them ? 
When the day comes that the Bridegroom is 
taken away from them, then they will fast. 
Jesus calls Himself the Bridegroom, because 
He loved those poor disciples the way a Bride­
groom loves his bride, and they loved Him. 
While He ,vas ,vith then1 they were happy. 
He could say, Lacked ye anything ? and they 
said, Nothing. They had all things in Him. 
But He went on to say, It is no use to put a 
new bit of cloth on to an old coat ; and it is 
no use to put new wine into old bottles. The 
new thing ·was too strong to go ,\Tith the old 
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things. The new thing was what Jesus brought : 
Grace was too wide and great to fit into the 
rules and regulations of the Jews. It \vould 
burst them all to pieces ; they must have nevv 
vessels for the new wine. Their sacrifices 
could only be offered in the land of Israel, 
but the rule of the kingdom of heaven was as 
wide as the heavens. For as the heavens are 
high above the earth, so great is God's mercy 
to those who fear Him. His grace would go 
beyond Israel's country and beyond its un­
faithful people. None could be called the 
children of Abraham but those who had the 
faith of Abraham. 

While Jesus was speaking, a ruler came to 
Him. He worshipped Jesus and said, My 
daughter is so ill that she is most likely dead 
by this time, but come and lay Thy hand upon 
her and she will live. Jesus rose up to go with 
him. As He was on His vvay to the ruler's 
house, a poor woman came behind Him and 
touched the hem of His garment. She did 
not think He could see her ; but she said to 
herself, If I could only touch His garment I 
should get well. She had been ill for t,velve 
years. She did not tell anyone what she 
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thought of. She meant to do it in secret. 
But the One she touched could see in secret. 
Jesus turned round and looked at her. He 
spoke to her in the same way that He spoke 
to the paralysed man. He said, Be of good 
cheer, daughter; thy faith has healed thee. And 
the ,;voman was healed from that hour. But 
,vhen Jesus came to the ruler's house, they were 
having great mourning because the child was 
dead. Jesus said, Go away, you mourners; 
she is not dead, but sleeps. And those un­
believing people dared to laugh at Him. So 
He put them all out, and vvent in and took her 
hand in His-just as He did before to Peter's 
wife's mother-and she got up and was quite 
well. The father had said, Lay Thy hand on 
her and she shall live, and Jesus did not dis­
appoint his faith. The fame of it went into 
all the land of Israel, so that two blind men 
heard of Jesus, and cried after Him, saying : 
Have mercy on us, Son of David. Jesus 
,;vaited until they came into the house, away 
from the crowd outside, and He said to them, 
Do you believe that I am able to do this ? 
They knew that no one but God could open 
blind eyes. They said, Yes, Lord. He was 

5 
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not only S n of l )avi<l, but He was JJord. Then 
Jc ·us touched their eyes an<l said, According 
to your faith, be it unto you A.nd their eyes 
,vere opened. l'hcy were able to see J csus. 
1-lc ,vas the first sight they saw with those 
opened eyes. 'fhey not only believed in Him 
but they saw Hin1. Jesus said they were not 
to tell anyone; but I suppose they could not 
keep it in, for 1.hey spread His name in all that 
land. \Vhy did Jesus tell them not to speak 
of Hin1 ? Because He clid not want men to 
co1ne t.o Hin1 only for what He could do for 
then1. He ,vanted those who had faith, and 
,vho came to Hi1n because they kne,v who He 
\Vas. 

Then they brought to Jesus another kind 
of dictress. It was a man ,vho could not 
speak; he was dwnb and had a devil. Jesus 
cast out the devil and the dumb rnan spoke. 
The crowds were so astonished that they said, 
It was never so seen in Israel. But the Phari­
sees ,vere displeased and said, He casts out 
devils through the prince of devils. Jesus 
took no notice of their wicked ,vords, but went 
on just the san1e, all round the cities and 
villages. He taught in their synagogues and 
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preached the glad tidings of the kingdom. 
He healed all their diseases ; and He was moved 
vYith con1passion for them, for they were like 
sheep who had no shepherd. He \vould have 
been the Good Shepherd to them if they had 
come to Him. He vvculd feed His flock like 
a shepherd. He would gather the lambs with 
His arm, He would carry them in His bosom, 
and gently lead the mothers . 

• 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, The harvest 
is great, and the workmen are few. Pray to 
the Lord of the harvest that He may send 
workmen into His harvest. v·Vhat did Jesus 
mean by that ? A harvest is when they gather 
in the ripe corn and carry it home to the barn. 
John the Baptist said that Jesus would know 
the good wheat; and He ,vould gather it all up 
and put it into His barn; but the vvind ,vould 
blow away the chaff-that is the part that is 
no good; it is not grain. Jesus was gathering 
together the children of God. They were 
scattered, like the sheep who had no shepherd, 
or like the corn in the field that was waiting 
for the workmen. to gather it up. Jesus was 
gathering the ripe corn for God's kingdom, and 
He was going to teach men how to do the 
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same. He would make them God's vYorkmen, to 
gather in God's harvest in this ,vorld. They 
,vere to go and tell every one about the kingdom 
of the heavens, and Jesus gave them povYer 
over unclean spirits, that they should cast 
them out. And they vvere to heal all diseases 
as Jesus did Hi1nself. How great a Person 
Jesus \iVaS ! He not only did great things 
Himself, but He had po\\rer to make poor 
weak men like the disciples able to· do the 
same. He was the Lord of the harvest, and 
He was sending workmen into His harvest. 
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MATTHEW X. 

THESE are the names of the twelve disciples. 
The first is Simon, to whom Jesus gave 

the name of Peter ; Andre,v, Simon's brother ; 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee; Philip 
and Bartholomew ; Thomas and Th1atthevv ; 
James and Jude his brother; Simon and 
Judas. Jesus sent them out to preach the 
same words that John preached, and that Jesus 
preached. It was the third time that message 
had been sent to Israel, and it was the last time ! 
They were to say : The kingdom of the heavens 
has drawn nigh. They were to go to no one 
but the lost sheep of the house of Israel. It 
was a last message to them. They were not 
even to go into a city of the Samaritans. Jesus 
sent them to preach the kingdom, and He gave 
them authority from Himself to use the powers 
of the kingdom. They were to heal the sick, 
to raise the dead, to cleanse the lepers, and to 
cast out devils. Jesus said: Freely ye have 
received, freely give. There was no limit to 
His free giving. What a wonderful time it was! 



70 LESSONS ON THE 

Twelve men going fro1n city to city, and from 
one village to another, ,vith that one short 
message. 

\\Then they came to a place, they were to ask, 
\Vho is ,vorthy in this place? And if they ,vent 
into a liouse, they ,vere to salute it, a�d if the 
house was ,;yorthy, they ,vere to stay there, and 
their peace ,vould be on that house. But if it ,vas 
not ,vorthy, that is, if they did not receiYe the 
messengers of Jesus, if they did not listen to

their ,vords, they ,vere to go out of that house, 
or that city, and shake the dust of it off their 
feet : they were not ,vorthy, they shut their 
ears to the good ne"''S about Jesus. They 
refused His messengers. They did not make 
friends quickly, as Jesus told them, so there 
was nothing for them but judgment. Those 
twelve men who were sent to preach of the 
kingdom, were to be like ,vhat they preached. 
\Vhen God sends a messenger, He ah,rays makes 
him like what he says. Jesus was entirely 
what He preached. And He said to His 
disciples, You must not provide yourselYes, 
with gold and silver, or foo<l or clothes. The 
workman is worthy of his food, and those \\ ho 
arc worthy to hear your message wi11 giye you 
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food. You will not want anything else. They 
were to be like men who had a Father in heaven, 
and \vho belonged to the kingdom of heaven. 
Such men would not carry about the things of 
this ,vorld: gold, silver, and brass were of no 
use to them. They had tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come. 
How rich they were ! They were to go and 
gather up all the good grains for God's harvest, 
to find out who was worthy of Jesus. Those 
who were not worthy of Him would not receive 
His messengers. 

God was saying to Israel, Be ye recon­
ciled ; I will forgive you freely and put away 
all your sins if you believe in Jesus. Some 
did hear the message ; they believed in 
Jesus. But it made their friends very angry, 
so that people in the same house became 
enemies to them. Jesus said, He that loves 
father or mother more than Me, is not worthy 
of Mc. The whole question with every one was 
what they thought of Jesus. If they received 
His disciples, it was the same as receiving Him, 
and they would get His reward, even for a cup 
of cold water. But the disciples were not to 
expect to be better treated than their Master. 
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If they persecuted Jesus, they would persecute 
those who belonged to Him, yet their Father 
in heaven would take care of them. They 
,vould be brought before kings, vvho ,vould ask 
them why they belie, ed in Jesus ; but they 
were not to be frightened, or to think beforehand 
,vhat they should say, for Jesus ,vould be so 
near them then, that He \Vould tell them hovv 
to speak of Him, so that they \vould not be the 
speakers; the Spirit of their Father vYould put 
words into their lips, and they ,vere to under­
stand that vvhat they suffered vYould be a 
testimony to the kings, to shovv the kings and 
rulers how worthy Jesus is. They ,vould be 
like sheep among wolves ; the men of the ,vorld 
would kill them the vvay the wolves kill the 
gentle quiet sheep ; but tbey were not to be 
afraid of men who could kill only their bodies. 
God can send both soul and body to hell ; but 
cruel men cannot touch the soul : if they kill 
those who love Jesus, they only hurt the body. 
Jesus will take care of the soul. They were to
remember that not even a little sparrow could 
fall to the ground without their Father kno,ving 
all about it. And if God cares for a little bird 
that men kill so carelessly, will He not care 
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much more for those vvhom He calls His 
children ? Men sell two sparrows for a farthing, 
so little do they value a sparrovv. But your 
Father, who cares for one sparro,iV, numbers the 
very hairs on the heads of His children. You 
are more value to Him than many sparro,vs. 

Then Jesus said a very vvonderful thing : 
\ Vhosoever therefore shall confess �1e before 
men, him will I also confess before My Father 
,vho is in heaven. But whosoever shall 
deny Me before men, him vvill I also 
deny before My Father vvho is in heaven, 
What a thought to comfort those perse­
cuted ones: that as surely as they con­
fessed the great Name of Jesus before men, so 
surely \1/ould they hear Him confess their little 
names in the presence of God His Father by 
and by. Many of those who believed in Jesus 
were brought before kings, and ,vere cruelly 
treated. They were thrown into the fire, and 
some were given to the vvild beasts, to be killed 
by lions and tigers. But it killed only their 
bodies ; it set the soul and spirit free to be 
with Jesus for ever. And vvhen He comes in 
glory, they will hear Him confess their names 
before an His holy angels. He will say, Those 
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are the people that I died for ; I put away all 
their sins ; and when cruel men tried to make 
them deny Me, they were not afraid to confess 
that they loved Me, and now I will call out 
their names before My Father, that angels and 
men may hear that they loved l\ie enough to

die for Me.

A story is told of a little child in China, "·hose 
father and mother were killed because they 
vvould not trample on the cross ; and then their 
child \Vas told to do so ; to the surprise of 
every one he refused. They thought he ,vas 
too young to understand ; but he knevv that 
it meant to deny Jesus. They said, ,ve ,vill 
kill you if you do not trample on the cross. 
The child would not do it, and he ,vas killed. 
God vvas looking at that little child. It ,vas 
his little way of confessing Jesus. He ,vas not 
afraid of those vvho could hurt only his body. 
He was of more value to God than many 
sparro\vs, and when Jesus comes again He ,vill 
bring that little child with Him, among the 
myriads of those who are saved by His precious 
blood, and Jesus ,vill confess the name of that 
little one before His Father and all the holy 
angels� 
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MATTHE,v XI. 

WHEN Jesus had finished commanding His 
twelve disciples, He also went avvay to 

teach and preach in their cities. John the 
Baptist �,as still in prison ; but they told him 
of the great \ivorks which Jesus did. They 
thought He must be the Christ, the Anointed 
One of God. So John sent his disciples to ask 
Him: Art Thou the coming One, or are \Ve to 
wait for another ? \Ve may think it strange 
that John sent that 1nessage. Had he not seen 
heaven open upon Jesus? Had not the Holy 
Spirit come, like a dove, and rested on Him ? 
Did not the voice of God sound out of heayen 
and say, This is ]\ tl y beloved Son ? Yes ! John 
had seen and heard all that. John "' as a 
prophet of God, but he ,vas only a man, and his 
faith began to fail under the suffering of that 
dreadful prison, and Satan tempted him ,vith 
doubts. John had said that Jesus ,vas come 
to set the capti, e free, and yet He allovved the 
wicked . Herod to keep His dear servant in 
prison. Satan would say : If He were the Son 
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of God He could open the prison gates. Poor 
John ! Hovv \¥e can feel for him. He began to 
,vondcr if Jesus really was the Great One who 
,, ould set the captive free. He sends straight 
to Jesus ·to ask Hin1self to answer this anxious 
question : Art Thou He that should come, or 
must vve ,vait yet longer for God's promised 
One to come ? Jesus felt for him, ,vith all the 
tenderness of His heart. He quite understood 
His dear servant's difficulty. Jesus did not 
blame John as men do. He did not even say, 
0 you of little faith ! He knew that John loYed 
Him and believed in Him. Jesus said to them, 
Go and tell John all you hear and see. Report 
to him ,vhat I am doing, that he may know that 
every ,vord he said of J\fe is true ; and blessed is 
he who shall not be offended in J\1e. \Yhy did 
Jesus c:ay th:it ? Because He knevv that Herod 
\¥ould kill John. But why did Jesus not open 
the prison and set the captive free ? Because 
John was God's prop�et to Israel, and he must 
suffer on account of that rebellious people. As 
soon as they were gone back to John, Jesus 
spoke of him to the cro,Yd . He said, \ Vhat 
went ye out into the \vilderncss to see? ,,

T

as 
it to see a prophet? Yes, John "'as much 
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more than a prophet; this is he of '"'horn it is 
written : I send lVI y messenger before Thy face, 
\.vho shall prepare Thy way before Thee. John 
,vas that 1nessenger, and he did faithfully ,vhat 
God sent him to do. But he thought Jesus 
\Vas going to be King of the Je,vs, and to have 
a holy kingdon1 on the earth. He did not 
know that they ,vould refuse their King. But 
Jesus knew that they ,vould refuse the servant 
as well as his Master. John was the last of the 
prophets that God sent to Israel, and J csus 
said he vvas the greatest of all. The time for 
the law and the prophets came to an end in 
John. The new wine ,vould not fit into the old 
bottles, so the little one in the kingdom of the 
heavens would be greater than John. Grace 
is greater than law. Laws ,vere only n1ade for 
men to keep them in the right way. But grace 
is ,vhat flows out from God's heart ; it came in 
I-Iis own beloved Son. For hundreds of years 
God had spoken by prophets ; now He \Yas 
speaking by His Son. It vvas a question ,vho 
had ears to hear what Jesus said. But their 
ears were dull of hearing. John came with a 
voice of warning, and they were not warned; 
they did not repent of their sins. They spoke 
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against John and said he had a devil. Jesus 
came as the blessed Son of l\1an, with a voice 
like svveet music, winning them by kindness ; 
but they called Him a friend of sinners. They 
despised Him for eating ,vith sinners. But 
Jesus said, Wisdom \Vas justified in her children. 
That meant that it ,vas easy to see who was 
wise and who was foolish. The vvise had ears 
to hear the ,vords of Jesus ; they were ,vorth y 
of Him because they loved to do the will of 
God as Jesus did. Then Jesus began to 
reproach the cities where most of His mighty 
works �rere done, because they did not repent. 
They were not �rise ; they had no ears to hear 
the sweet music of grace. \\! oe to thee, Jesus 
said, \Voe to thee, for if the Gentiles had seen 
all you have seen, or if they had heard all you 
have heard, they vvould have repented long 
ago. They ,vould have sat in sackcloth and 
ashes until they got God's forgiveness. That 
vvas the way they showed that they were sorry 
for their sins. When God sent the prophet 
Jonah to tell the people of Nineveh that they 
would be destroyed because they were so 
wicked, they believed God, and even the king 
put off his royal robes and put on sackcloth, and 
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sat in ashes, and commanded all his people to

do the same. They put ashes on their heads 
and even on their cattle, and they took no food, 
but cried mightily to God, for they said, Perhaps 
God ,vill turn from His great anger. And God 
saw that they repented, and He did turn from 
His anger, and He did not destroy the people of 
Nineveh. Jesus reminded them of this, because 
those who saw His mighty works did not turn 
to God. They did not believe His ,vords as 
those Gentiles did. And the judgment day ,vas 
coming, when God would give to every man 
according to his vvorks. Every one will have 
to give an account of himself in that day; he 
will have to Ov\in up to every idle word that he 
has said; every careless thought about Jes1,1s 
will come before him then ; he will not be able 
to make any excuses in that day; he \vill have 
to confess, Yes, I had those bad thoughts, and 
I said those idle words ; and the shan1c of it 
will be so terrible that they vvill ,vish to hide 
from God. 

It ,vas great sorrow to Jesus to say 
these things. It was a grief to Him to be 
rejected by the people whom He loved. He 
came dovvn from heaven to sa, e them fro1n 
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their sins, but they were not worthy of Him ; 
they loved other things more than they loved 
Jesus. But in the deep sorrow of His heart 
Jesus turned to His Father in heaven and He 
said, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that Thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight. Jesus was able to 
rejoice in the ,,vill of God. He knew that nothing 
could stop the overflowing stream of grace that 
He brought down from God to man. He 
rejoiced that the babes would get the precious 
things that the great ones in those cities '"·ere 
m1ss1ng. God does not give His precious 
things to peoJ?le who do not value them. The 
Pharisees and Scribes were like the swine who 
trampled on pearls. They did not know how 
precious a thing grace is. But it pleased the 
Father to reveal it to the babes. A babe is one 
who knows nothing of itself. It has to be 
taught everything. How blessed that the great 
God who is Lord of heaven and earth should 
choose to teach a babe, and to reveal things 
to a babe I What is the difference between a 
great man and a babe ? A great man has a 
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1nind of his own ; he trusts himself ; he thinks 
he knows what is right and what is wrong. If 
you gave him something, he would want to pay 
you for it ; or perhaps he would say he did not 
want it. A babe has no mind of its own. It 
asks no questions. It takes all it gets, and gives 
nothing in return. How could a baby pay its 
mother back for all her love and care ? There 
is only one way, and that is by love; a babe 
can love and it can trust. It knows its mother 
and it is.happy when she is near. Now Jesus 
rejoiced that His Father in heaven would give 
His grace to the babes. They would love Him, 
and they would trust Him, and they would be 
happy with Him for ever. 

Then Jesus said : All things are delivered 
to Me by My Father, and no one knows the 
Son but the Father, and no one knows the 
Father �ut the Son, and he to whom the 
Son may be pleased to reveal Him. Jesus 
took comfort in the thought that the 
Father knew Him perfectly, and He kne,v the 
Father perfectly. They understood each other 
perfectly. The Father would give Him all 
things. Man might reject Him, but He knevv 
what the Father thought. aboµt .it all, and the 

6 
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Father knew how entirely Jesus understood 
His wise and holy thoughts and plans. Jesus 
felt the sorrow of being refused by men, but He 
rejoiced that His Father would be glorified, so 
that whatever happened He could say, Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight. 

Then He turned to those around Him and said, 
Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Jesus would 
bring them into God's rest, and make them 
feel that great calm in which He lived Himself. 
Take My yoke upon you, He said, and learn 
from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye shall find rest to your souls. For My yoke 
is easy, and My burden is light. A yoke is a 
thing put on the neck, which links t,vo people 
together, so that one helps the other to carry 
the load. It was rest to Jesus to do His Father's 
will ; He invited all who were ,veary of doing 
man's will to come to Him, and learn the rest 
of heart it is to say, Even so, Father, Thy ,vill 
be done. And when they came to Him He 
would let them walk beside Him under His yoke, 
so that He would I carry the yoke and the 
burden too. He was meek and lowly in heart. 
He would show them how to be meek and lowly 
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in heart, how to walk under His yoke, and they 
,vou]d find rest to their souls. \ \ hen Jesus 
carries the yoke, it is easy, because it is His 
yoke, and He calls your burden His. He 
carries it for you. 

As the bird beneath her £ea the rs 
Guards the object of her care ; 

So the Lord His children gathers, 
Spreads His ,vings and hides them there. 
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MATTHE,v XII. 

A
T that time, when Jesus was feeling the

sorrow of being refused by Israel, He went 
through the cornfields. He was still thinking 
of God's harvest; but He went away from the 
cities where His mighty works were done. He 
hart brought God near to them, yet they did not 
repent. At that time Jesus left the cities and 
,vent into the country. But His disciples were 
hungry, and they ate the grains of corn. It 
was the Sabbath day. The Pharisees were 
much displeased that they should pluck. the ears 
of corn on the Sabbath day. They said it ,vas 
breaking the law of God which said : Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. But Jesus 
said, Do you not know what David did when 
he was hungry, and those who were with him ? 
How he went into the house of God, and ho,v 
the priests gave him the shewbread out of the 
holy place ? Only the priests had a right to 
eat the shew bread. vVhat did Jesus mean 
by saying that ? He was reminding them of 
how David had to fly from his enemies, and 
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ho,v the priest fed him \vhen he was hungry. 
Jesus was in the same way. Israel was refusing 
the Son of David. He was greater than the 
Temple ; He was greater than all the laws and 
rules of the Temple ; and He was greater than 
the Sabbath, for He was Lord of the Sabbath. 
If the Pharisees had understood what He said 
to them before, that God would have mercy 
and not sacrifice, they would not have blamed 
those who were not doing wrong. The Sabbath 
day ,vas God's mercy to man and beast. God 
rested on the seventh day from all the works 
which He had done, and He gave the seventh 
day to man for a day of rest. 

God made the Sabbath the sign of His 
covenant with Israel. The Pharisees kept the 
sign, but they did not keep the covenant. 
They did not know the Lord of the Sabbath ; 
they did not understand that He \\ ould have 
mercy. They did not know the Father, and 
they did not know the Son. Jesus ,vent a,i\ ay 
from them. But vvhen He came into their 
synagogue there was a man who had a vvithered 
hand ; he could not do any good ,vor ks, he 
could not off er a sacrifice ; he might ha, e said 
" Nothing but mercy \\ ill do for me." But 
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those unbelieving people thought, Now Jesus 
,.,vill heal that man ; so they asked Him, Is it 
lawful to l1eal on the Sabbath day ? They 
wanted an excuse to speak against Jesus ; 
they wished to prove that He did not keep 
God's law. How did Jesus answer them? He 
said, If one of you had a sheep and it fell into 
a pit, would you pull it out of the pit on the 
Sabbath day? Of course they would. Jesus 
said, How much better is a man than a sheep 1 
So that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath 
day. Jesus was gathering His sheep; He was 
taking them out of the pit of unbelief and sin. 
He was not resting, although it was the Sabbath 
day. How could the Saviour rest where sin and 
sickness vvere ? He came to seek and to save ; 
there was no day of rest for Him in this world, 
but He showed ho\V God delighted in mercy. 
So He said to the man, Stretch out your hand, 
that poor withered hand that could not stretch 
itself. The man obeyed the word of Jesus, and 
his hand became perfectly well 

But those hard-hearted Pharisees had no care 
for the sheep ; they felt no joy in seeing the 
poor man made well and able to use both his 
hands. They were angry with Jesus. They 
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went out of His presence, and talked together 
about how they could destroy Him. Could 
they have destroyed Jesus? No. They had 
no power at all against Him. They only 
showed how wicked their own hearts were. 
They remembered the Sabbath day, but they 
made it unholy by their evil thoughts. Jesus 
knew their thoughts, and He went away from 
them. Great crowds followed Him, and He 
healed them all. But He told them not to

tell people who He was. They had refused 
the Son of David, and now the words of the 
prophet would come true, where God said, 
Behold My servant whom I have chosen, My 
beloved in whom My soul has found My delight. 
I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall 
show judgment to the Gentiles. 

God had spoken out of heaven of His beloved 
Son, and He sent the Spirit like a dove to rest 
on Him, while He sent Him to the children of 
Israel with the sweet message of grace. He 
said to them, Come to Me, and I "''ill give you 
rest. He would have brought them into God's 
rest, for there will be a great Sabbath day v\

1hen 
God will rest. But they refused the Son of 
David ; and now God was looking away from 
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Israel. He ,vas going to send His message of 
mercy to the Gentiles. God calls Jesus His 
Servant and His Beloved. God delighted in 
Him as a Son, and God delighted in Him as a 
Servant, and He said, In His name shall the 
Gentiles hope. If Israel did not believe in 
Jesus, the heathen nations would. 

A man possessed with a devil was brought to 
Jesus; the man was blind and dumb. The 
devil made him unable to see Jesus or to speak 
to Him. He could not ask to be made well ; 
but Jesus healed him, so that he could both 
speak and see. What a day that was for him 
when his eyes were opened, and he saw his 
Savio}lr. He was set free from the devil and 
brought to God. It is all dark to a blind man, 
he cannot see the light. But Jesus is able to 
deliver us out of darkness, and to bring us 
into His wonderful light. The crowds were 
astonished and said, Is this man the Son of 
David? But they said it carelessly, they did 
not try to settle this great question for them­
selves. And the Pharisees said, It is by the 
prince qf the devils that He casts out devils. 
Jesus knew their thoughts, and He showed 
them what a foolish thing it was to say, because 
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Satan ,vould not cast out Satan ; he would be 
fighting against himself. Satan would put a 
devil into a man, but he \vould not cast him 
out ; but if Jesus cast out devils by the Spirit 
of God, it showed that the kingdom of God was 
come to them. Jesus said, No one can go into 
a strong man's house and spoil his goods until 

· he first binds the strong man ; then he will be
able to spoil his house. This meant that no
one could touch the things of the devil until
they first overcame himself. Satan was the
strong man, but Jesus overcame him. No one
else could do so, and now Jesus \ivas spoiling his
goods ; that is, He was casting out the devils
who took possession of men. Jesus would spoil
his house. He came to undo the works of
the devil. Jesus opened the eyes of the blind.
He turned men from darkness to light ; from
the power of Satan unto God.

But Jesus said a very solemn thing to the
Pharisees. He said, If you speak evil of the
Spirit of God, it will never be forgiven. They
spoke evil of Himself, the blessed Son of Man ;
in His great mercy that might be forgiven ; but
to speak against the Spirit of God and to call
Him a devil never would be forgiven to men,
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either at that time or in the coming time. God 
\vould not forgive them for saying that His 
good works �rere done by the devil ; because 
what is good can come only from One ,vho is 
good, and evil can come only from one who is 
evil ; just as good fruit can gro,v only on a 
good tree, and bad fruit shows that the tree is 
bad. The people who spoke like that '\lvere of 
the devil, they could not speak good things 
because their hearts were wicked. It is vvhat 
is in the heart that the mouth speaks of. So 
a good man talks of the good things he has in 
his heart, and a man who has wicked things in 
his heart says wicked things. But they would 
have to give account of their words in the day 
of judgment, because the words they spoke 
would tell what was in their hearts. God will 
judge people by what they say. 

Those Scribes and Pharisees sho,ved the 
unbelief that was in their hearts, for they asked 
Jesus to give them a sign of who He ,vas. All 
the mighty works that He did ought to haYe 
shown them who He was. So Jesus ans�1ered 
that no sign should be given to that wicked 
generation, except the sign of the prophet Jonah; 
for as Jonah was three days and three nights 
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inside the \vhale, so the Son of Man vvould be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. That meant that Jesus '"'·ould be three 
days and nights in the grave. It was the first 
time that Jesus spoke of His death. It was 
the only sign He would gi, e them ; and the 
people of Nineveh would rise up in the day of 
judgment and would condemn them, because 
they repented ,vhen Jonah preached to them. 
Jesus was greater than Jonah, yet they did not 
hear Him. The Queen of Sheba \vould also 
condemn then1, because she came from the ends 
of the earth to hear the ,visdom of Solomon. 
But Jesus was greater than Solomon. The 
Gentiles had paid attention to God's prophet 
and to God's king, but the nation of Israel paid 
no attention when God spoke to them by His 
Son. So Jesus vvarned them of the judgment 
that would come upon the nation. He said 
they ought to have been the dv{elling-place of 
God. He had chosen Jerusalem to put His 
name there ; but they \Vere the dwelling-place of 
devils. His presence among them kept away 
the devils. He cast out the unclean spirits by 
His word ; but the time vvould come when the 
evil spirits vvould come back and dwell there, 
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so that they would be worse than before ; the 
unclean spirit would take possession of them 

. 
again. 

\Vhile Jesus was saying these things to the 
crowds, His mother and His brethren wished 
to speak to Him. They tell Jesus, but He 
answered, \Vho is My mother? and who are 
l\1y brethren ? Then stretching out His hands 
to His disciples He said, Behold 1\1y mother, 
and 1\1 y brethren ; for whoever shall do the \Vill 
of My Father in Heaven, he is My brother and 
sister and mother. Why did Jesus say that? 
To show how entirely He gave up His place in 
Israel. They refused Him as the I(ing of the 
Jews, and they refused Him as the Son of Da,;-id. 
He had told them not to say He ,vas the Son of 
David. His mother knew He ,vas, but even 
His mother must see that He vvill not take that 
title now. Jesus vvould not own any relations 
\Vith Israel now. He would have a new kind of 
relations. Those who did the will of His Father 
in heaven, as it was His own delight to do, they 
\Vould all be His relations. He did not cast off 
His mother, He loved her tenderly, but He 
said she must belong to Him in a new v\ay no,v, 
and all those who did the will of His Father 
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,vould be as near to Him as she was. Jesus 
was going to have new relations who would be 
like Himself. They would not be like the 
proud Pharisees who could not understand 
mercy, and who did not care to see the sick 
people made well. Jesus would call those people 
His relations who were like Himself ; meek and 
lowly, merciful, pure in heart, they vvere the 
blessed ones ; they were the salt of the earth, 
and they were the light of the world, because 
they were doing the will of their Father in 
heaven. There would be a new family for God, 
vessels for His mercy. 

When Jesus had said this, He went out of 
the house and sat dovvn by the sea. He left the 
house of Israel and looked out upon the wide 
sea of peoples in the world. The old bottles 
would not hold His nevv wine. Jesus �·ould 
bring in something new. 
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MATTHEvV XIII. 1-35. 

J
ESUS left the cities of Israel and sat down

by the sea. But some people out of those 
cities came to Hin1. And when He saw the 
great crowd He went into a ship and sat dovYn. 
And Jesus $poke to the people who stood on the 
shore. He had something quite new to say to

them. He spoke to them in parables. A 
parable is a story vvith a meaning to it; �s 
\Vhen Jesus spoke of the good tree that had 
good fruit, He meant people who would show 
what was in their hearts by the vvords that 
came out of their mouths ; like the good fruit 
growing on the good trees. So Jesus said, 
Behold, a sower went out to sow. I dare say 
you have seen a man take a handful of precious 
seed and scatter it in his field. He sows some­
thing that was not there before. He does not 
see vvhere every seed falls, but he hopes that 
some will grow and will be good wheat by and 
by. So Jesus said, Some seeds fell by the way­
side, and the birds came and ate them up ; some 
fell on stony places, where there was not much 
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earth to gro\v in, and when the sun was hot 
those seeds V\ ere scorched because they had no 
roots. Some fell among thorns, and they '\\·ere 
choked by the thorns. 

\Vere all the good seeds lost ? No ! Some 
fell on good ground, and grew up into good corn 
and brougl1t forth fruit, so that one grain in the 
good ground ,vould make sixty more grains, 
or thirty, or a hundred. I think we can under­
stand ,vhat Jesus meant by that parable. He 
,vas sowing God's Word in this \\rorld in the 
hearts of men, and the people had all kinds of 
things in their hearts that kept it from taking 
root in them. But in t.he good ground the 
seeds had room to grow. The gardener pulls 
up all the weeds and digs up his ground to make 
it ready for the seed. The good ground that 
Jesus spoke of was a heart that was ready to

receive His words of grace and mercy. It would 
be a seed that God had blessed. It would gro,v 
and bring forth fruit, like the plant of God's 
delight. Jesus \Vas sovving good seed for God's 
harvest. Then He repeated what He had said 
before. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. Those ,vho had hearing ears were the 
good ground ; those whose hearts were like the 
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ground that vvas choked with thorns and stones, 
were the people whose ears did not attend to

the \i\'Ords of Jesus. 
The disciples asked Him why He spoke in 

parables. It was to show who had an under­
standing heart and who had not. The disciples 
\¥ere told of the hidden things of the kingdom 
of the heavens. They heard the word of the 
kingdom and understood it ; but many in that 
crowd were like the people the prophet Isaiah 
spoke of ; their hearts were grown fat and their 
ears were dull of hearing, and God let them 
remain so, because they had no room in their 
hearts for Jesus ; they loved other things more 
than Him. They were not worthy of Jesus; 
they had no good ground for His seed to gro�1

in. Jesus said to those who did understand, 
Blessed are your eyes, because they see ; and 
blessed are your ears because they hear. Many 
prophets and good me� had wished to see and 
hear those things that they were seeing and 
hearing. They were but a remnant of Israel, 
few and despised by the rest, but they were a 
very favoured fe,;v ; their eyes had seen the 
One who came to do His Father's \i\,ill; their 
ears had heard His voice, and He had Su\.vn the 
,vord of the kingdom in their hearts. 7 



98 LESSONS ON THE 

First of all Jesus told them about the good 
seed that He brought into this world. He 
\vould sow it everywhere. He would scatter 
His \ V ord in all kinds of places, so that all kinds 
of men would hear it, if only they had hearing 
ears and hearts that understood it. Then He 
told them ,vhat the kingdom of heaven would 
be like in this world, when the King \Vas not 
here. He gave them three parables, or kinds of 
pictures of what the people who heard the \Vord 
would look like down here. The kin§d.om of 
heaven would be like a field where a man sowed 
good seed. But ,vhile men slept, his enemy 
sowed tares among the wheat, and ,vent a" ay. 
No one saw the tares·at=first. Those vvho ought 
to have watched the field were asleep, and the 
tares did not look very different from the \vheat 
until the ears began to come. Then it �ras easy 
to see the ears of corn that grew from the good 
seed, and of course the. tares had none ; the 
good seed had fruit, the tares had not. The 
servant came, and said, Sir, did you not so,v 
good seed in your field ? �, \iVhy then has it 
tares ? The master said, - An enemy has done 
this. The servant asked, Shall ,ve go and 
gather up the tares ? The master said, No, 
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you might gather up the wheat along with the 
tares; both must grow together till the harvest, 
and then I will order the tares to be tied in 
bundles for the fire ; but all the wheat \Vill be 
brought into my barn. ,vhat are tares? 
Something not true ; what Jesus sowed \Yas the 
truth. The tares ,vere something that spoilt 
the sowing-men's thoughts would be tares­
anything that is not the good seed ,vould spoil 
the field. 

What Jesus sowed vvas all good seed. It \Vas 
the truth that He brought into this ,vorld. The 
good seed vvas a new thing. But vYhile men 
slept the enemy sowed tares. Men could not 
pull up the tares, only angels can do that. Men 
have often dared to do it, and they have killed 
and burnt the people of God. Men cannot pull 
up the tares, but they can take care not to be 
tares. 

In the next parable Jesus shows them vvhat 
the kingdom would look like when the l{ing 
was away and it was left in the care of men. 
It would be like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest of all seeds, which a man might so\v in 
his field. This little seed � ould gro\v into a 
large spreading tree, so that the birds \Yould 
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roost in its branches. It ,vould make a great 
sho,v on the earth. Great kings \Vere often 
spoken of as fine trees. They had po,ver, and 
other men got shelter under them. So men 
,vould tak:e up the truth that Jesus brought 
into this vvorld, and they vvould make use of 
it for their ovvn glory, to make themselves 
great. They would spread out like a great tree 
and shelter those who ,vere not of the kingdom. 
In the first parable we sa,v that the birds picked 
up the good seed, and Jesus said that ,vas the 
way the devil comes and catches a,vay ,vhat is 
sown in the heart ; so the birds ,vho lodge in 
the mustard tree ,vere not good people, but 
enemies. This is a picture of ,vhat the kingdom 
is like now; the outward thing that men see, 
and what men have done. 
, The next· is \vhat a woman did. · It sho,vs 
the inside thing. Jesus said it vvas like leaven 
which a ,voman took and hid in three measures 
of meal, until th·e whole was leavened. She did 
it secretly ; but the leaven spread and ,vorked 
until all the• good meal became affected by the 
leaven. What is ·leaven ? It is a fer1nenting. 
matter that is put into flour to make it into 
bread. It is always used in the Bible to express 
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e, il, because it works up and spreads in a 
hidden way, and makes other things swell out 
and look big. Leaven is something that is mixed 
,vith good corn. Men and women are con­
stantly mixing up something else with the 
truth. What Jesus sowed was good seed and 
nothing else. 

God does not like mixtures. \Vhen He gave 
His law to Moses He showed Yery plainly that 
He would allow no mixtures. His people \Vere 
not to mix with the people� of the land, they 
were not to learn their ways ; and every trouble 
that the Israelites got into ,vas from disobeying 
God in that. He would not even allow them 
to make their clothes of a mixture of linen and 
,vool, and he would not allow them to plough 
,vith a horse and a donkey together ; it ,vas an 
unequal yoke. God said they must ahvays 
keep in mind the difference bet,veen ,,vhat is 
holy and unholy-they must not n1ix His holy 
things with ,.vhat is of man. The devil began 
the mixture when he sowed the tares among the 
wheat; men and women like to mix up things 
so that they look large and great and they can 
boast of them. 

Jesus said these solemn words to the cro,Yds. 
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He spoke to them in parables, because the 
prophet had said that He would tell them 
things that . had been hidden. The hidden 
things belong to God. God . is the only One 
\\-'ho can hide. No one can hide from Him ; 
but the hidden thing that Jesus brought to 
light was grace. God shining out in grace in 
the Person of His Son. That was the great 
light that came down from heaven for those 
\vho sat in darkness and under the shadow of 
death. 
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1\1:ATTHE,v XIII.-Continued. 

W
HEN Jesus had said those parables, He dis­

missed the crowd. Then He went into the 
house with His disciples, and when He was alone 
with them He explained the parables to- them. 
They were the few, the remnant, who were ""saved 
out of the unbelieving nation ; the good seed 
had taken root in their hearts. Grace was in 
their hearts, so that they could understand 
the teaching of Jesus. He takes them indoors, 
away from the crowd, and He teaches them in 
private about the hidden things, about God's 
great thoughts for men. Jesus was the blessed 
Son of Man who sowed the seed, not only in 
Israel's land, but in the world. As the Son of 
Man He would bless all kinds of men. He was 
saying, Come to Me, all ye that are in need. 
He would show them that if men had no 
place in their hearts for God, yet God had a 
great place in His great heart for men. 

Jesus told His disciples that the good seed 
which grew into wheat meant the children of 
God's kingdom. But the tares were the 
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children of the evil one, and he who sowed them 
,vas the devil. The sad thing is, that the devil 
can so,v what is not true in people's hearts ; 
that is the way he makes them his children, 
because the children take after their father. 
The devil was a liar from the beginning, and 
everything that is not true comes from him. 
He likes us to mix up what is a little bit true 
and a little bit untrue, so that it looks big and 
makes us feel big. 

But Jesus said the harvest was coming ; that 
,vould be the end of this time ; the time of God's 
ways with men. The harvest-men then would 
be angels. They ,vould be the messengers of 
the Son of l\ian. He would send them to gather 
out of His kingdom everything that could 
offend His holy eyes, and those who did their 
own ,vill. None could belong to His kingdom 
but those ,vho did the will of His Father in 
heaven. The tares would be cast into the fire ; 
there would be weeping and the terrible grief 
of those who had missed the blessing ; no,v 
they would see that it was too late, too late ! 
Fire is that ,vhich burns up all the mixture ; 
it cannot burn that vvhich is of God. Do you 
know the story of the three men ,, ho \Yere 
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thro\vn into the burning fiery furnace · by the 
king of Babylon ? The fire burnt up their 
enemies, and it burnt up the cords that their 
enemies tied round their hands and feet ; but 
the fire did their bodies no harm, for God took 
care of them. 

When the harvest of this world is come, God's 
righteous judgment will destroy all the mixtures; 
vvhatever loves and makes a lie will be burnt 
up. It cannot be in His presence. When the 
I(ing is reigning, the righteous shall shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. And 
again Jesus said, He that has ears to hear, let 
him hear. He was explaining what would be 
seen in this world. Men could see it. Men 
could see that preaching the Word of the king­
dom would make a great spreading system, 
where evil could shelter itself. It was caused 
by the mixture of tares with the wheat. 

But when Jesus was alone with His di�ciples, 
He told them something quite different from 
the other parables. He told them of something 
that men could not see ; it was something that 
the devil could not touch, and the \¥orld could 
know nothing about it. Jesus was going to 
tell them a secret that was in His O�'n heart. 
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No one knew that secret but His Father in 
heaven. He said, The kingdom of heaven is 
like a treasure hid in a field. That is the way 
God saw it, and the vvay Jesus saw it. It was 
something hidden. It ,vas not like the mustard 
tree ,vhich looked so great before men. It was 
hidden in the field, not in the cities ; man made 
the cities, but God made the fields. This was a 
treasure, and it was hid in the field. It had to

be looked for. A man found this treasure and 
he hid it, and so great was his joy at having 
found it, that he went and sold all that he had 
and bought the field. \i\Tho was the man who 
found the treasure ? Who could it be but the 
One \¥ho came down from heaven to seek and 
to save that which was lost ? Jesus "''as 
telling what the kingdom of the heavens was to

Him. It \¥as a treasure. It v\ras something 
very precious. He took pains to find it, for it 
was hidden in this world. We have read how 
He called the fishermen to be with Him, and 
how He made sinners at home in His presence ; 
how He sowed the good seed in their hearts, 
and now He wanted them to understand how 
precious they were to Him. It was such joy 
to Him to have them, that He would sell all 
that He had to buy the field. 
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He vvould give His life for them. He could 
give nothing greater than that. He \vould buy 
the \Vhole field. The world is His as Son of 
l\lan. He has bought it all for the sake of the 
treasure that was hidden in it. When He finds 
it, He hides it. He does not want the world to 
see it yet. His Father who sees in secret keeps 
His eyes upon His treasure ; but by and by 
Jesus will show His treasure to the world, when 
He will shine as the sun. His people will shine 
in His light ; they will not be hidden then. 

Jesus gave them another beautiful picture of 
what the kingdom of the heavens was to Him. 
He said it was like a merchant looking for 
beautiful pearls, and he found one pearl of 
great value, so that he vvent and sold all that 
he had and bought it. This was something 
like the treasure, yet it is not quite the same. 
Pearls are found in the sea. Jesus sho,vs that 
He was looking for goodly pearls, and He found 
one of great value. He went and sold all that 
He had and bought that one. The treasure 
was precious to Him ; the pearl had a peculiar 
beauty for Him. I think when Jesus said no 
one knew the Father but the Son and he to 
whom the Son \vould reveal Him, that He ,, as 
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thinking of the treasure and the pearl. He 
said, Even so, Father, "''hen Israel rejected 
Him; but His Father had given all things into 
His hands. He knew His Father's thoughts 
about His Son, that He \vould give Him the 
ends of the earth for His possession, and the 
Father knew that the Son ,vould lay do"'rn His 
life to buy the field, because He found the 
treasure in it. 

Jesus gave them one more picture of vvhat 
the kingdom of heaven vvas like. It was like a 
net that was cast into the sea, and gathered of 
every kind; and ,vhen it ,�/as full the fishermen 
drew it up on the shore and sat dov\ n ; then 
they gathered the good into vessels and cast the 
bad away. A net is meant to catch fish, but 
this net gathered all kfnds. Those who used the 
net were to sort out the good and leave the bad. 
The good were put into vessels. They were 
kept safely ; they were not to go back into the 
sea. Jesus had told His disciples that He 
v1ould make them fishers of men. If they ,vere 
wise fishermen they vvould put the good into 
vessels. 

It would be the same at the time of the end, 
for then the angels would sort out the \\ricked 
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and cast tl1em into the fire. The difference was 
that the fishermen would have to do only with 
the good, but the angels would sort out the 
bad. Jesus asked them if they understood all 
these things. They say, Yes, Lord. If they 
did, that is, if they were really brought under 
the rule of heaven, they would be like a man 
who had a house, and who brought out of his 
treasure things new and old. The wise man 
built his house on the rock, and ,visdom's house 
is filled with all precious and pleasant things. 
They would be able to bring out the old things 
that God gave to His people Israel, and they 
would also bring out the new things that Jesus 
brought to them. 

Then Jesus went to His own country ; but 
they said, Is He not the son of the carpenter ? 
Is not His mother called Mary, and are not His 
brothers and sisters here ? So Jesus said, A 
prophet got no honour in his o,;vn co1mtry ; 
and He went away. 
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MATTHE\V XIV. 

J 
ESUS would not do many mighty works at

Nazareth because of their unbelief. They 
did not know who He was, and they were 
offended in Him. He went away from there, 
and He heard what Herod had done to John 
the Baptist. He had put John in prison 
because he told Herod he ought not to marry 
his brother's vvife. This made him very angry, 
and he would have killed John then, but he 
,vas afraid of the people, for they knew that 
John ,vas a prophet. But vvhen Herod's birth­
day was kept, the daughter of his brother's 
wife danced before him, and Herod was pleased, 
and said he would give her anything she asked 
for. Her wicked mother told her to ask for 
John the Baptist's head. Herod was sorry; 
he felt ashamed, but he did it. He sent and · 
beheaded John in the prison, and his head was 
brought on a charger and� given to the girl ! 
What a dreadful picture of the wilful king and 
the wilful \.voman. They were both a pattern 
of those who practise lawlessness; those who do 



GOSPEL OF MATTHE\V II I 

their own will, and whom the angels will gather 
out of the kingdom of the Son of Man. 

Herod heard the fame of Jesus, and he said, 
This is John the Baptist ; he is risen from the 
dead. The devil knew that God could raise 
the dead. Herod was afraid that John would 
come back to him to tell him of his wickedness ; 
but he did not go to Jesus to learn the truth 
about Him. John's disciples took his body 
and buried it, and went and told Jesus. He 
felt that they had killed His prophet, and they 
did not honour Himself. He \tvent away alone 
into a desert place. But the people followed 
Him out oi the cities ; and Jesus saw a great 
multitude, and He felt compassion for them and 
He healed their sick. Nothing could stop Him 
from showing mercy and grace. 

When the evening ,vas come the disciples 
came to Jesus and said, This place is desert and 
it is late ; send the people away into the 
villages to buy food for themselves. But Jesus 
said, They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat. Did the disciples say, vVe 
have not enough to feed such a cro,vd, but You 
are able to satisfy the poor with bread ? No, 
they only thought of what they could do, and 
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they said, We have only five loaves and tvvo 
fishes. Jesus said, Bring them to Me. Then 
He commanded the crowd to sit down on the 
grass, and He took the five loaves and the two 
fishes, and He looked up to heaven and blessed. 
Ho\v beautiful ! There He stood in that desert 
place-this world was all a desert place to Him 
-the crowd of poor and hungry ones sitting
before Him. And Jesus looked up to that
heaven where He was so well known and loved,
and He blessed. Then He took the little that
they had ; He did not say it was too little ;
but in His hands and in His blessing that little
was more than enough. Jesus broke the loaves
and handed the pieces to the disciples to give
to the people. He let the disciples give it• to
them. Give ye them to eat, He said ; and He
went on giving and giving until they all }lad
enough. They gathered up the fragments that
were left and filled twelve baskets full. There
were twelve disciples, and they filled t,velve
baskets. Jesus meant them to understand hovv
they could feed His people, if only they had faith
in Him, and took their little from' His hand.
He showed them how largely He vvould give
the blessings of the kingdom, if they were

I 

II 

I 
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simply His servants, to hand on to others what 
He was giving them. There were five thousand 
men, besides all the vvomen and children. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the ship and 
go avvay without Him to the other side of the 
sea. Then Jesus disn1issed the crowd Himself. 
It was not only that He fed them, but He sent 
them on their way. They all knew that they 
had had to do with Him, that He took notice 
of them, and that He knew them. Could they 
ever forget that night in that desert place ? 
When Jesus had sent away the cro,vd, He vvent 
up into the mountain to pray. He was alone 
vvith God. But the ship with the disciples in 
it, vvas in the middle of the sea ; they were 
tossed by the waves, for the vvind \¥as against 
them. 

But in the fourth \i\Tatch of the night-that is, 
just before the morning-Jesus went to them 
walking on the sea! When they sav, Him they 
were frightened, because He walked on the sea, 
and they cried out for fear. But Jesus spoke 
to them and said, It is J, be not afraid. Peter 
answered Him and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid 
1ne come to Thee upon the water. Jesus said 
to him, Come ! Peter came down from the 

8 
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ship, and \valked on the water to go to Jesus. 
Peter loved the Lord and longed to be with Him. 
His love for Jesus made him forget the danger, 
and Jesus 1nade him able to walk on the ,vater 
like Himself. But Peter had no strength in 
himself, and though his love vvas strong, his 
faith ,vas weak ; he saw the ,vind and he vvas 
afraid. Instead of looking at Jesus as he did 
at first, he looked at the ,vind, and he began to 
sink, and he cried out, Lord, save me! Jesus 
immediately stretched out His hand and took 
hold of Peter ; but He said, Oh, thou of little 
faith, why didst thou doubt ? Peter had been in 
the storm with Jesus before, and he had heard 
Hin1 say, Be still ! to the winds and \vayes ; 
he ought to have remembered how the presence 
of Jesus makes a great caln-:i. 

This is like what Jesus is doing now. He has 
gone up to heaven, where He prays for His 
people. He knows they are tossed about in 
this world. Everything is against them do,vn 
here. But to those who love Him He says : 
Come unto Me. - I am above all the winds and 
\\raves, and I can keep you above thcn1 if you 
have faith in Me. If you keep your eyes on �1e, 
you vvill not sink. I am very near you; �Iy 
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hand is alvvays there to hold you up. But if 
you look away from Me, and look at the dreadful 
wind, you will begin to sink. Peter loved the 
Lord Jesus. His love made Peter wish to be 
,vith Hin1 ; but only faith could keep him 
above the storm with Jesus, because it vvould 
be faith in a Person who alone spreadeth out 
the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of 
the sea. As soon as they had gone into the 
ship, the wind fell. Now Peter vvas in the ship 
with Jesus, and there was a great calm. His 
presence in the ship put them all above the 
storm ; they felt it ; they came and worshipped 
Him, and said, Truly Thou art the Son of God. 

The people in the city said He vvas the 
carpenter's son ; that was all they cared to 
kno,;y about Jesus ; but the more He was 
rejected by the nation of Israel, the 1nore He 
shows the greatness of who He is to the remnant 
\iVho follow Him. To them He is the Son of 
God, and they are blessed in His company. 

They crossed the sea and came to Gennesaret. 
'There they brought all their sick people to Him, 
and prayed that they might only touch the 
hem of His garment; and all who did so 
became quite well. 
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MATTHE\V XV. 

THOSE poor sick people had faith in Jesus. 
'fhey believed that if they only touched 

His clothes they would get well, and Jesus did 
not di�appoint their faith. How different the 
miserable Scribes and Pharisees vvere. They 
had no faith, and they came to Jesus only to 
complain that His disciples did not wash their 
hands every time they took their food. Jesus 
ans�rered then1 by showing that it was they 
who transgressed the commandment of God. 
For they taught people not to honour their 
father and mother, and to make the ,vork of 
God an excuse not to take care of their parents. 
'fhat showed what hypocrites they were; as 
Isaiah had said of then1, thev honoured God 

.., 

\vith their lips, but their hearts were far away 
from Him. They were teaching only the 
commandments of men. God saw that there 
was no worship for Hin1 in their hearts. 

Then Jesus called the cro\vd, and said to 
them : Hear and understand. It is not ,¥hat 
goes into the mouth that makes a man unholy; 
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but �Nhat comes out of his mouth. The Phari­
sees vvere offended at this, but Jesus said: 
Every plant which l\1y Heavenly Father has 
not planted shall be rooted up. • They \vould 
be like the tares among the ,:vheat. Leaye 
them alone, Jesus said ; if a blind man leads 
a blind man, both wiU fall into the ditch. The 
Pharisees ,i\i·ere blind, and those ,vho ,vere blind 
were led by them. They had not the light of 
faith. Their eyes ,vere closed as if they \rere 
asleep, and their ears \i\i·ere dull of hearing. 
They did not kno,v God, and they did not 
believe in Jesus. Peter asked to have it ex­
plained about ,vhat comes out of a man defiling 
the man. Jesus said, Do you not understand 
that ,vhat comes out of the mouth is fron1 the 
heart ? Evil thoughts, the ,vish to kill or to 
steal, all these things come from the heart and 
make a man say unholy words. We read before 
how God ,vould judge n1en by their ,vords. 
But to eat without washing hands ,vas only an 
outside thing for men to see. \\T ashing hands 
,vould not make them holy before God, for God 
looks at the heart, and He knew that the hearts 
of those Pharisees were full of covetousness, 
pride, and evil thoughts. ,.fhese things come 
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out of the mouth and defile the man; but food 
has to do vvith the body, and not vvith the hearts 
of men. It vvas their hearts that Jesus looked 
at. It vvas no use to wash their hands while 
their hearts ,vere unclean. 

Then Jesus went into the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon. Those ,\:ere the Gentile places that 
Jesus said would have repented� if they had 
seen all the mighty vvorks that He had done in 
Israel. .A.nd a Canaanite woman came out of 
those countries and cried to Hin1. She said, 
Haye pity on n1e, Lord, Son of David, for my 
daughter is grievously vexed vvith a deYil. Ho,v 
terrible that was! Yet Jesus did not answer her 
a word. The disriples say, Send her avvay, she 
cries after us. Could Jesus, who was so kind 
to everyone, send avvay a poor \\'Oman who was 
in such distress ? He would not ; but He said, 
You call me Son of David. The Son of David 
is sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel. Did that make the poor Gentile go 
away? No. She came nearer to Hin1, and 
she worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me. 
She did not say "Son of David" this time, but 
''Lord.'' He \vas Lord to all. She felt He ,vas 
great enough to have a blessing even for a 
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Canaanite. Jesus said, It is not right to take 
the children's bread and to give it to the dogs. 
She said, Truth, Lord, but the dogs may eat the 
crumbs which fall from their n1aster's table. 
At that word Jesus answered her, and said, 
0 woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter \Vas made 
well from that very hour. Jesus rewarded hEr 
faith, but He waited to bless her until she took 
her true place as a sinner, and as a Gentile \vho 
had no right to anything. The Canaanites 
,vere enemies of Israel, yet she had faith in 
Jesus. She knew that He had mercy even for 
a dog. And she would be even a little dog to 
get a crumb of His blessing. It is very beau­
tiful to see how often the Gentile got the blessing 
that Israel was missing. She had faith in Jesus. 
What a difference between this won1an and the 
Pharisees ! It was the san1e with the Gentile 
soldier of vvhon1 Jesus said He had not found 
such faith in Israel. The disciples were not 
thinking the thoughts of Jesus, or they ,vould 
have understood His way ,vith this poor woman. 
They knew that an Israelite ought not to have to 
do with a Canaanite. She could not expect the 
$on of David to speak to her, But they might
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have said, Perhaps she is part of the Treasure 
that Jesus is looking for in this world. We can 
see only a poor Gentile oppressed by the devil, 
but Jesus can find her, and He can make her a 
part of His Treasure! 

It seems :as if Jesus vvent to that place only 
to save the woman and her daughter, for He 
went away towards the Sea of Galilee, and sat 
down on the mountain. He always took a place 
above the crowd, so that they could all look up to 
Him and see Him. Again the crovvds came, and 
laid their sick ones at His feet. He healed them 
all, so that they wondered to see the dumb people 
speaking, cripples made quite vvell, lame people 
walking, and blind people seeing ; and they 
glorified the God of Israel. But Jesus said to 
His disciples, I am moved \vith compassion for 
this crowd. They have been three days with 
Me, and they have nothing to eat. I ,1/ould not 
send them away fasting, lest they faint by the 
way. How tenderly Jesus cared for those poor 
people ! How truly He \\;as the Good Shepherd 
who cared for His sheep ! Did the disciples 
answer Jesus and say, You are able to give 
bread in the wilderness ; You could make 
five loaves feed five thousand men ? 0 those 
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disciples \Vith little f_aith, ho,v like us they "' ere ! 
They thought only of vvhat they could do them­
selves. They said, How could we haYe enough 
to feed so great a crowd ? Jesus took no notice 
of what they said. He did not even say, Ho,v 
little faith you have! He said, How much haYe 
you? He would use what they had, little as it 
vvas. They say, Seven loaves and a £e,v small 
fishes. Jesus then commanded the cro,\·ds to 
sit down on the ground. They \:\/ere to be at 
ease, and in the low place before Hin1, and He 
\Vould abundantly satisfy them. Then Jesus 
took the loaves and the fishes, and gaye thanks. 
-i\.nd He broke them and gave to the disciples,
and the disciples gave to the people. They all
ate, and had enough, and they took up the frag­
ments of ,vhat was left, and it made seyen large
baskets full. There ,vere four thousand men,
besides the ,vomen and children. This is like
what Jesus is doing now, vvhile He is up in
heaven. He satisfies the souls of His people.
Those who have nothing of their o,vn, find that
there is plenty in Him. It is a greater thing to
feed the soul than to feed the body. Jesus
knows how to fill the hearts of people "ho
hunger and thirst for His things-the things
that belong to the kingdom of heaven, And
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He ,vas showing His disciples how those who 
are near enough to Him to receive from Him, 
are able to hand on of His abundance to others. 
He is always saying to us : Freely ye have re­
ceived, freely give. The first time Jesus fed the 
multitude they took up twelve sn1all baskets 
that the disciples could carry in their hands, but 
the second time they filled seven large baskets, 
to sho,v ,;vhat a full and perfect supply there is 
in Jesus Hin1self tor all the time that His people 
are left down here. He sent avvay the crovrds, 
and went by ship to a place called Magdala. 

"''hat are the heavenly things that Jesus gives 
to people now ? They are things that belong 
to the kingdom of heaven. They are not found 
in this world-light and life, and all kinds of 
happy thoughts and holy feelings. ,,1hat Jesus 
gives lasts for ever and ever. If ,ve have a 
happy day in this world, it comes to an end, and 
\Ve may have a sad one to-morrovv. But Jesus 
is able to give us a happy time in our souls, even 
when things do�,n here are sad. The love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts-that is a 
heavenly thing. 

Children of the heavenly King, 
As you journey, sweetly sing ; 
Sing the Saviour's ·worthy praise, 
Glorious in His ·works and ,vays. 
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MATTHEW XVI. 

THE Pharisees and Saclducees came to 
Jesus to tempt Him by asking Him to 

sho\v them a sign out of heaven. Jesus Himself 
was the sign out of heaven. But those men 
,vere blind in their hearts. They did not know 
,vho Jesus was. They could not see ""·hat a 
blessed sign He was. Jesus gave them a vvon­
derful answer. He said, You look at the sky, 
and you say, It is going to be fine to-day. Or 
you say, A storm is coining. Hovv is it that you 
can look at the sky and tell about the 
\Veather, and yet you cannot see the sign of this 
time ? You are a wicked generation, with idols 
in your hearts, and that is ,vhy you cannot see 
God's sign. But no sign will be given to you, 
except the sign of Jonah. He said that to them 
before. Their hearts were so blinded and full 
of the things of this world, that they could not 
see God's sign out of heaven, though He vvas 
doing mighty works before them. The only 
sign they would get was that He was gone ! He 
would be lost to them. They might look at the 
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sky, but they could not see the great world of 
blessing that is beyo11:d the sky. Jesus left them 
and went away. 

When Jesus had crossed the sea in the ship, 
He said to His disciples, Beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. They at 
once began to think that Jesus knevv they had 
forgotten to bring bread ,vith them. But Jesus 
said, 0 ye of little faith ! How often He had 
to say that to them. You are thinking only 
about the food for your bodies, and you forget 
how I could feed five thousand men with five 
loaves. And how many hand baskets full of frag­
ments were left ? Or when I gave seven loaves 
to the four thousand, how many larger baskets 
were filled ? How is it that you do not under­
stand that it is not bread for your bodies I mean, 
but that I want you to think about your souls, 
and to take care that you do not get like those 
men whose hearts were so choked ,vith other 
things that there was no room in them for Jesus. 
'fhen they understood that Jesus was speaking 
of the doctrine, that is, the teaching, of the Phari­
sees. Jesus called it leaven; that is �·hat the 
woman hid in the meal, to 1nake it swell up and 
look big. The teaching of the Pharisees made 
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n1en look good, for they n1ade very long pra�yers 
\Vhere they could be seen ; they did not pray in 
secret ,vith the door shut, and they ,vere very 
particular about washing their hands. They had 
a respectable kind of religion. The Sadducees 
,vere just the opposite to the Pharisees, because 
they said that when people died they ,vould not 
live again ; they said there vvould be no resur­
rection and no judgment day ; so that it did 
not matter how they lived. These ,vere the sort 
of people vvho could not see beyond the sky. 
They did not believe in a heaven, or in the rule 
of the kingdom of heaven. Yet they professed 
to believe what was written in the Bible. It 
sho,vs ho,,v people can knovv the \i\ ords of the 
Bible, and yet not knovv the mind of God. He 
gives us these holy vvritings that vve may knovv 
Himself, and that we may learn God's way of 
thinking about things. How much greater are 
God's thoughts than men's thoughts ! God's 
thoughts reach beyond the heavens and the 
earth, and on to the ages of ages into the great 
eternity. Our thoughts are only for a moment; 
they come and go like the spar ks in the fire ! 

Now Jesus ,¥as the sign that came out of 
heaven, and God vvas looking into every one's 
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heart to see what each one thought of Jesus. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees could quote \vords 
out of the Bible, but everything depended on 
,vhat they thought of Jesus. So He said to His 
disciples, "''ho do men say that I, the Son of i\1an, 
am ? They answered, Son1e say, You are John 
the Baptist, and others say, You are one of the 
prophets. This was a curious thing to say, 
because the prophets �·ere dead, and so \Yas 
John. It showed that deep down in their hearts 
they did believe the dead vvould live again. But 
it showed hovv little they cared to settle that 
great question. It did not matter to them vvho 
this blessed One \1/as, though He did such great 
things for them. He was only one of the pro­
phets ; it did not matter which. They had no 
ears to hear His message, \vhether He spoke like 
John, or Elias, or Jeremiah. Ho,v it n1ust have 
gri�ved the heart of Jesus to hear this careless 
answer. Then He said to His disciples, But vvho 
do you say that I am ? Sin1on Peter was the 
one to answer, and his answer made him the first 
of the apostles. He did not say, I think, or I 
say; but, THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE 
SON OF THE LIVING GOD. Hovv those 
words must have burst upon their ears, like a 
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peal of hea vcnl y 1nusic and like a flash of 
heavenly light. How cheering to the blessed 
Lor<l to hear one man able to utter words like 
that, and to tell so plainly who He was ! Jesus 
said, Blessed art thou, Simon, son of Jonas. You 
arc only a man, the son of Jonas, Lut flesh an<l 
bloo<l have not revealed that to you. My Father 
,vho is in the heavens has revealed to you who 
I an1. It was the Living God Himself who 
taught you that I am His Son, His anointed 
One. That is what Christ means. God anointed 
Him to be His Sent One to His people Israel. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, Thou art Peter (that 
means a stone), and on this rock I will build My 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. This was another revelation. They 
had not heard of a church before. The only 
building they knew of was the Temple, which 
Solomon built of costly and beautiful stones. 
Jesus had told them before that a n1an who heard 
His word and did it was like a wise man who 
builds his house on a rock. The rock was the 
words of Jesus. No storm could blo,v down 
what \Vas built on the words of Jesus. It 
was not like Luilding on the sand of this 
world, which is easily washed away when 
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the rain comes ( see vii. 24) . Now Jesus 
said that He was going to build something of 
His own. He does not call it a house, which is 
built of stones like the Temple ; Jesus calls it 
His Church, or His Assembly. An assembly is 
a number of people. The vv·ord assembly means 
bringing together. Jesus was going to build 
together on a rock. What was the rock ? It 
was the words that Peter said : Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. That was the 
rock. Jesus would build on that. By those 
words, The Son of the Living God, He would 
gather together in one the children of God. 
Jesus vvould build them together on the rock. 
So He said to Simon, You are a stone. My 
Father's revelation to you has·made you a stone. 
I will build you on the rock. I will build my 
whole assembly together on that rock. Every 
one will be a stone. I �,jJl do the building all 
Myself. I will be like the man ,vho looked for 
the treasure, and found it, and like the man 
,vho paid a great price for the one beautiful 
pearl. It will be My own. 

Jesus would build His own Assembly, and not 
even the gates of hell could prevail against it. 
That meant that the power of death and the 

0 
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power of Satan could not shake or spoil what 
Jesus built. 

Many years after this Peter wrote a letter to

the J e,vs who believed in Jesus, and in it he 
called Jesus the chief corner-stone, and he told 
the believing Jews that they ,vere living stones 
built up into a spiritual house. He did not 
mention himself in his letter, but he showed how 
the Son of the Living God would have living 
stones for His building. Jesus came to give life 
to as many as received Him. He had life in 
Himself, and He could give eternal life to those 
whom His Father gave Him out of the world. 
It was a life beyond the power of death. Satan 
could not touch the life that was in Him or in 
those who were made to live by Him. But this 
building was not to be seen on the earth. Men 
could not see what Jesus was building. It would 
be like the treasure hid in the field. Jesus 
would know where it was, but He would keep it 
hidden. The enemy could not get into it, and 
a bad stone could not get in. They would be 
living stones, and a spiritual house. What is 
spiritual ? Whatever has to do with our spirits. 
God made man with a spirit, soul, and body. 
The spirit is the part of us that goes to God vvhrn 
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we die, and it is the part of us that has to do with 
God while vie are in this vvorld. W c cannot see 
God now with our bodily eyes, but our spirits 
can live before Him and be taught by Hirn. 
His Holy Spirit teaches our spirits to understand 
what Jesus meant by building and by gathe1ing 
His Assembly. It was to be a spiritual building. 
The Holy Spirit would dwel! in it. And He 
would teach our spirits about the things of God. 
The Temple was not a spiritual house. It vvas 
built of stones dug out of the earth. Men built 
it with their hands, and every one could sec how 
beautiful it vvas. But what Jesus builds is not 
seen on the earth now. When Jesus comes 
back to this world, He will bring His Assembly 
with Him. Then it will be seen by the world. 
It will be the most glorious and beautiful thing 
in the vvholc creation of God. 

All the little stones that Jesus is building now 
will be so closely built togeth.er that it wi111ook 
like one n1ost precious stone. Nothing will be 
seen in His building but His own beauty. The11 
the world \vill know that its Builder and Maker 
is Go<l. 
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11ATTHEW XVI.-continued. 

WHEN Jesus had told what He Himself 
,;vould do and that Peter was already a 

stone of His building, He said to Peter that He 
would give him a place of authority \\i·ith regard 
to the kingdom. He said, I will give to thee 
the keys of the kingdom of the heavens. The 
key is a mark of authority. Men in Eastern 
countries carry keys to sho,v that they have 
authority from the king. Jesus was the King, 
and He was going away to heaven, but He had 
sown the good word of the kingdom. It took 
root in many hearts. They were brought under 
the rule of the heavens. Now Jesus put con­
fidence in Peter, so that He gave him the keys, 
and He said that whatever Peter did ,vith those 
keys on earth He would ratify in Heaven. 

Jesus in heaven would see and vvould appro, e 
of the way Peter vvould use the keys on earth. 
In the Acts of the Apostles we read how Peter 
used the keys. In Chapter ii. he proclaimed 
the name of Jesus to the Jews with such power 
that three thousand souls accepted his v\1ord, and 
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,vere baptized in His name ; and, like Peter 
himself, they left all to follovv Jesus. That day 
he used the keys for his ovvn people, the children 
of Israel. 

But in Acts x. there is a wonderful storv about 
� 

a Gentile soldier who saw a vision. An angel 
came to him and told him to send for Peter, and 
when the messengers came they found that Peter 
had.also had a vision. He went to the house of 
this Gentile, who had gathered all his friends and 
relations into his house to hear what Peter had 
to say to them. Then he preached to them 
Jesus, and said that every one who believed on 
Him would receive through His name remission 
of sins ; and while Peter was yet speaking, the 
Holy Spirit came upon all those who heard His 
word. That was the way that Jesus ratified in 
heaven what Peter did on earth. Jesus put 
His seal upon them. He made them living 
stones for His building,. And all those Gen tiles 
\1/ere baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
They believed in His name, and they ,1/ere bap­
tized in His name. 

After telling Peter these things, Jesus told 
His disciples not to say to any man that He was 
the Christ. Now Jesus would not have the 
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name of Messiah-that was, the Christ, the 
Anointed One of Israel-because Israel rejected 
Him. Now He would call Himself only the Son 
of lVlan, for He was going to suffer for all men. 
And He began to tell the disciples that He must 
go away to Jerusalem, and there He would suffer 
many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes. All the heads of Israel would agree 
to afflict Him. And He would be killed, and 
the third day He would be raised from the dead. 
Those were terrible words to the disciples. It 
,vas a new thought to them. They believed He 
was the King. They thought He was going to 
set up His kingdom on the earth. But that He 
should suffer and that He could die, they 
thought was impossible. Peter had just con­
fessed that He was the Son of the Living God. 
They could not understand how He could die ! 
Peter actually rebuked the Lord for saying it. 
He said, God would not allow such a thing. 
How often men judge of God by their own 
thoughts! Jesus felt it was vvhat the adversary 
would say, to turn Him aside from the will of 
God. So He said to Peter, Get thee behind l\ie, 
Satan ! You are like Satan, because you ,vant 
to keep Me from doing the will of God. And 
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it is all because your thoughts are not on the 
things of God but on the things of men. Men 
can see only what is on the earth and what is 
under the sun. But God had thoughts and 
plans that reached out beyond the earth and the 
heavens. Jesus kne\\-· the Father, and the 
Father knew the Son. Poor Peter! So soon 
to speak the words of the adversary to the Lord 
he loved. But he did not yet know ho,v his 
Blessed Master was going to make it possible to  
gather living stones for His Assembly. Jesus 
must sell all that He had to buy them. Jesus 
died on the cross for sinners. He said to His 
disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, he 
must expect to suffer. He vvas going to the 
cross. But He said, Whoever shall lose his life 
for My sake, shall find it. Their souls were more 
value than their bodies. If a man gained the 
whole world and lost his soul, what gain \\'ould 
it be to him ? For what could a man give in 
exchange for his soul? The body might die and 
be put into the grave, but the soul would live 
for ever and for ever. 

These words made the disciples very sorrowful, 
but Jesus cheered them with thoughts of His 
glory. The Son of Man \Vould come bark to this 
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eartl1 in the glory of His Father, and all the holy 
angels ,vith Him. And then He ,vould reward 
every one according to his doings in this ,vorld. 
Having told them of His death, He pointed them 
on to the glory that ,vould follow. He said, 
Some of you that are standing here shall not 
taste of death, until you have seen the Son of 
Man coming in His kingdom. It was as if He 
lifted a curtain to let them look in for a moment 
to see ,vhat He would look like in His glory. He 
would strengthen their faith in Himself in this 
,vay. And He would prepare their hearts for 
the sorrow of seeing Him in suffering and in 
death, by letting them first get a sight of His real 
glory _as the Son of the Li, ing God-the same 
Blessed Person who will come again as Son of 
Man to receive His reward from His God and 
Father. Then God will give Him dominion over 
the works of His hands, and will put all things 
under His feet. 

Jesus will take His rightful place, 
The centre of all heaven's race, 

God's chosen Corner-stone; 
While everlasting notes of praise 
His ransomed people's hearts shall raise, 

To Him, the Lord alone. 
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lVIATTHEW XVII. 

SIX days after Jesus had said these things 
to His disciples-perhaps it was on the 

seventh day-He took His three disciples with 
Him, Peter, James, and John, and He brought 
them up to a very high mountain, where they 
were alone with Himself. This mountain was 
the first possession of the Children of Israel as 
they were going into the Promised Land. And 
David said, There the Lord commanded a bless­
ing, even life for evermore. Peter said, What 
they saw on that holy mount made the word of 
prophecy more sure to them. The brightness 
of that moment vvas like the rising of the morning 
star in the hearts of those three disciples. Jesus 
was transfigured before them. He allowed them 
to see with their mortal eyes His own personal 
glory ! When we speak of the glory of men, we 
think of crowns of gold, of jewels, of robes, and 
of thrones. But none of these things could give 
splendour to Jesus. The splendour � as all in 
Himself ! His face shone as the sun and His 
garments became white as the light. 
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It was the light of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ that they saw. By and by the 
light of the knowledge of it would shine into 
them. But on the mount they were eye-wit­
nesses oi His majesty. They had knovvn Him 
as He walked about on earth as the Man of 
Sorrows and acquainted with grief. They hid 
their faces as He told them that He must suffer, 
and that He would die ! But now they were 
allowed to see Him in His own glory, and to see 
how from that very spot God would command 
blessing, life for evermore. They saw Him as 
the Son of the Living God ; the One who had 
life in Himself, and ,vho had authority to give 
life to the whole new creation of God. 

While they looked, behold Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them. And they talked with Jesus ! 
Moses had been on the mount with God before. 
He had looked into the Promised Land, but he 
was not able to go in. Elijah was the prophet 
who brought back the hearts of the people of 
Israel to their one true God. He was caught 
up to heaven in a whirlwind. These two men 
of God were talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here. If Thou 
wilt, let us make three tabernacles : one for Thee, 

\ 
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one for l\foses, and one for Elijah. Peter's 
thoughts v1ere still upon this earth. The things 
of men ,vere still in his mind. He would like 
to keep the Lord down here, and to build a taber­
nacle for Him, because it was good for us to have 
Him here. But could the glory of Jesus be kept 
in a tabernacle of boards and curtains? Surely 
not. So while Peter was saying it, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son, 
in ,vhom I have found My delight; hear Him. 
God had said those words before, vvhen the 
heavens opened upon Jesus, as the lowly Man 
who was so pleasing to God. Then they were 
to see Him. They saw the One that God ovvned 
from heaven as God's Beloved Son. Now, they 
were taken into the cloud of glory that they 
might hear Him, and they were to hear no one 
else. The disciples heard, and they fell on their 
faces, for they were terrified. The veil that 
Moses p1;1t on his face when the Children of Israel 
were afraid of the glory, was still on the hearts 
of those disciples. They could not look to the 
end of that which was passing away. But Jesus 
came to them and touched them, and said, Rise 
up, and be not terrified. And '"'hen they looked 
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up they saw no one but Jesus only. The man 
of God who gave the Law had disappeared. 
The voice of Moses ,vould be heard no more. 
He ,vas faithful in all God's House as a servant. 
But the servant had to go away ,vhen the Son 
came. The Son over God's House must be 
greater than the servant of the House. Moses 
got his commission from the glory, but a greater 
glory gave him his discharge. Elijah also dis­
appeared. The voices of the prophets would be 
heard no more. John the Baptist was the last 
of the prophets. And he said, He that comes 
out of heaven is above all. It was Jesus only. 
He was their only Teacher now. They must 
hear Him. He was God's delight and pleasure. 
Those poor disciples might find their delight and 
pleasure in Hi111 also. 

But the glory went back to heaven. This 
world ,vas not ready for it yet. The Son of Man 
had to buy the field before the world would see 
His glory. Jesus could have gone back to 
heaven from the Holy Mount. He might have 
gone back to God, as a glorious, perfect, holy 
Man who had glorified God on the earth. But 
then He would have been the only man that 
wou]d ever be in heaven. He need not have 
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come down again vvhere all the sin and suffering 
were. But He chose to die for sinners. He was 
going to lay down His life, and to take it again. 
And so, as He came down the mountain, He said 
to His disciples, that they must not tell of His 
glory until He was risen up from among the 
dead. The disciples asked about Elias, and 
Jesus explained to them that John the Baptist 
had come. He had tried to do what Elias did, 
that was, to turn their hearts to God. But they 
treated John the same way as all God's prophets 
were treated-they rejected his message, and 
they killed God's prophet. Jesus said they 
would do the same to the Son of Man. He 
would be rejected like John, a:nd they 'Nould 
put Him to death. 

When they came down from the mountain, 
a man out of the crowd came to Jesus and fell 
on his knees before Him, and said, Lord, have 
mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic : that meant 
that he had no sense, and suffered in his mind. 
In his distress he would fall into the fire or into 
the water. The father had brought the child 
to the disciples, but they could not cure him. 
Jesus said, 0 faithless and perverse generation, 
how long shall I be with you ? Ho'.v long shall 
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I bear with you ? Bring him to Me. Jesus 
knew he had a devil. His father thought he 
was only insane, but the devil can make people 
unsound in mind. And the devil al\vays does 
something to injure the body. He makes people 
try to drown or kill themselves ; his ways are the 
ways of death. Jesus rebuked him, and the 
devil went out, and the child was healed from 
that hour. When the disciples ,vere alone \vith 
Jesus they asked Him why they were not able 
to cast out the devil. Jesus gave them a very 
plain answer: Because of your unbelief. If 
they had faith as a grain of mustard seed, they 
could remove the mountain of Jewish thoughts 
that was hindering them, and nothing would be 
impossible to them. 

How often Jesus spoke of their want of faith! 
How He encouraged them to have faith! He 
taught them that there could be no work of God 
without faith. And they could have no power 
against Satan without prayer and fasting. 
Prayer is seeking God's will. Fasting is re­
fusing our own will. The t,vo things must go 
together, and prayer must come first. It is no 
use to fast without prayer ; and no man can fast 
to God unless he prays. If he is seeking God's 
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\vays, he is not going after his ovYn ways. This 
\Vas the secret of povver against Satan. If Satan 
finds a man praying and fasting, he has no \Yay 
of attacking him. For Satan gets po,\·er over 
us by showing us how to please ourselves. \ Vhile 
they were in Galilee, Jesus told them again that 
He was going to die. He said, The Son of Man 
is about to be delivered up into the hands of 
men, and they shall kill Him; and the third day 
He shall be raised up. They were greatly 
grieved to hear those words. 

When they came to Capernaum, the people 
who collected the tribute money for the Temple 
said to Peter, Does your Master pay tribute? 
Peter said, Yes. He wished them to think that 
Jesus thought as much of the Temple as they 
did. But Jesus had none of their money. And 
He knew vvhat Peter had said; and before Peter 
had time to tell Him, He said, \i\That do you 
think, Simon ? (Jesus did not call him Peter 
that time I} f

"'

rom whom do the kings of the 
earth take tribute ? Fron1 their O\i\ n sons or 
from strangers ? Peter said, From strangers. 
Jesus said, Then are the sons free. Jesus meant 
that He was Son of the King of the Temple, and 
in His grace He counted Peter with Himself 
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,vhen He said, Then are the sons free. But 
that vve may not offend them, go to the sea, 
and cast a hook, and take the first fish that 
comes up ; and when you have opened its 
mouth, you will find a piece of money, just 
enough to pay the tribute for t\\·o. Take 
that and give it to them for Me and thee. Ho\v 
touched Peter must have been at Jesus saying, 
For Me and thee. How it must have encouraged 
Peter to have faith in Him. Not only to believe 
in His :power, but to believe in His love. It is
a greater thing to have faith in the love of Jesu 
than it is to have faith in His power. He was 
teaching Peter that there were greater things in 
His heart than all the wonders that His hand 
was doing. He took notice of everything. He 
was ready for everything that happened. He 
could command such a common thing as money. 
He could command a fish. And He could com­
mand Peter. He could see into his thoughts. 
And yet He had nothing but kindness and love 
in His heart for Peter. He treated him like a 
relation. He had said that those who did the 
will of His Father in heaven would be His new 
relations He would not be ashamed to call 
them brethren. 
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MATTHEW XVIII. 

f N the last chapter Jesus was showing ho,v
He could come down from the heights of 

glory to serve men and to suffer for men. But 
here we find the disciples thinking which of 
them would be the greatest. Jesus called a 
little child to Him, and set it in their midst, and 
said, Verily I say to you, Unless you are con­
verted, and become as little children, you shall 
not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. 
That was a solemn answer. We are naturally 
great in our own eyes. Man is the only one of 
God's creatures that tries to be greater than he 
is. A robin does not want to be a thrush. It 
is happy in its littleness, and its joyous content­
ment delights us. But how could men become 
like little children ? By beginning all over 
again, and dropping off all that they had gained 
in this world. They were to be humble, and 
take the lowest place, instead of thinking which 
of them would have the highest place. A little 
child has no place in the world. He is not think­
ing whether he is great or not. He likes to hold 
the hand of somt one greater than himself. A 

10 
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child has to be taught, led, guided, watched 
over, and taken care of. God likes His people 
to be like little children, that He may teach 
them, and guide them, and take care of them. 
We read how He revealed His great thoughts to 
the babes, and made them able to understand 
what the great people in Jerusalem could not 
understand, because they had no room in their 
hearts for Jesus. These disciples were to 
humble themselves, and to become as little chil­
dren, and then they would be great in the king­
dom of heaven. They would be like Jesus, 
who was meek and lowly; and how really- great 
He was ! Little children are not of much ac­
count in this world, but they would be of very 
great account with God. And if anyone re­
ceived one of these lowly ones in the name of 
Jesus, He would count it the san1e thing as if 
they received Himself. But it was a sorrowful 
thing for anyone to be a hindrance to one of 
those little ones who believed in Jesus. It would 
be worse for him than if a great millstone were 
put on his neck, so that he would sink in the sea. 
In the world there would be many things that 
would hinder those little ones. Something 
might stop them from going on, or something 
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might turn them back. They might be made 
to wish for the things of the world, instead of 
keeping all the room in their hearts for Jesus 
only. It \\tould be a sad thing for anyone who 
put the hindrance in their way. And, again, 
Jesus said it was better to cut off your hand or 
your foot, or to have only one eye, if they hin­
dered you in going on in the.narrow way that 
leads to life. He was showing them how much 
more important it is to think of the soul than of 
the things that belong to the body. The body 
vvill die and go into the grave, but the soul \\ill 
not die. It will live. The soul ,,rill enjoy the 
great eternal things that God reveals to the 
babes. Those things Vt'ill never pass a,vay. 
They are the things that belong to eternal life, 
and the things that belong to the kingdom of 
heaven. How dreadful to think that a man 
can be so taken up with the things that belong 
to this world as to lose his o,vn soul. Jesus 
spoke of such people as lost. They ,vere lost to 
God, they did not know Him. They had gone 
astray in their own ways. Jesus had come into 
this world to save those who ,vere lost, and He 
tells us how much He values His saved ones. 
He said, Take care that you do not despise even 
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one of My little ones. You may think they are 
only little ones, but they have a great place in 
lVIy kingdom, and their angels continually look 
on the face of �1:y Father in heaven. The face 
of God ,vas never turned away from those little 
ones. They ,vere those ,vhom Jesus had come 
to save. He took great pains to make His dis­
ciples understand His grace to them. He said, 
\Vhat ,vould you think of a man ,vho had a hun­
dred sheep, and one of them vvent astray ? (He 
asked them before, what thev would do if one 

� 

of their own sheep fell into a pit.) Would the 
o,vner of the sheep leave all the rest on the 
mountain, and go after the one that went astray? 
He would, and if he found it, he would rejoice 
more in the one that was found than in all the 
ninety-nine who did not go astray. �lhy? I 
suppose that one would love him more than all 
the rest. It would feel what a good shepherd he 
,vas to take such pains to find him. Sheep are 
very intelligent, though they are so quiet and 
gentle. They have great affection, and they never 
forget those who care for them or feed them. 

Jesus was seeking the lost sheep of Israel, and 
this is a picture of His thoughts about them. 
He would go after even one, and He vvould 
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rejoice vvhen He found it. It vvould give Him 
more pleasure than all the others who remained 
on the mountains of Israel. For He said, It is 
not the will of your Father in heaven that one 
of those little ones should perish. \Vhat a happy 
thing to be one of His little ones ! How s�·eet 
to think that Jesus has looked for one until He 
found it, and that He is glad that it is found. 
Matthew must have thought, I vvas that lost 
sheep. I had gone astray. I vvas collecting 
taxes for the Romans. But Jesus found me. 
He called me. He said, Follow Me. And I 
never wanted to go on the mountains again ! 

Jesus said all these beautiful things about 
His grace to them, and now He said, You have 
to show the same kind of grace to one another. 
You must not let your brother go astray. You 
must go after him and try to win him back. 
Cain said, I am not my brother's keeper. But 
Jesus said to the disciples, You are to be your 
brother's keeper. You must do the work of a 
shepherd to your brother. If he has done wrong 
to you, go and tell him of it alone. It \\·ould be 
a great thing to gain your brother, and he would 
love you more than ever. But if your brother 
will not listen to you alone, then take one or tvYO 
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others to talk to him about it. If he will not listen 
to them, you must tell it to the Assembly, that 
all may know about it. And if he will not hear 
what the Assembly says, he has made himself to 
you like one of the Gentile'S, or as a tax-gatherer, 
that is, one who is in bondage to the Gentiles. 

When Jesus gathered people together-that 
is what church or assembly means-He intended 
them to agree. If they all had His thoughts, 
they would agree. He said, If two of you agree 
on earth about what you both pray for, it shall 
be granted to you by My Father in heaven. 
For if you are gathered to My name, I will come 
into your midst and I will approve of what you 
do in My name. You will be under the rule of 
heaven, though you are on the earth. 

Peter asked the Lord how often he ought to 
forgive his brother--seven times ? Peter 
thought it would be a great thing to forgive his 
brother seven times ! But Jesus said, I do not 
say seven times, but seventy times seven. That 
would be four hundred and ninety times! \,Vhat 
large thoughts grace has ! God vvas ready to 
forgive Israel for 490 years of forgetfulness of 
Him. But Jesus said the kingdom of the 
heavens vvas become like a king who was 
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reckoning ,vith his servants. And a debtor 
was brought to him who owed ten thousand 
talents. But he had nothing to pay the debt 
with, so his lord said he must be sold, and his 
wife and children and all that he had, and the 
debt should be paid. That was what the la,v 
said. Every penny must be paid. The servant 
fell down and worshipped, and said, Lord, have 
patience with me. Give me time, and I will pay 
thee all. His lord was so moved vvith compas-:­
sion, that he let him go free and forgave him the 
debt. That is what grace does. And Jesus 
wanted His disciples to see that if they were 
children of their heavenly Father, they would 
act like kings to one another. Grace is a kingly 
thing, but it is only found under the rule of 
heaven. And so that servant went out from 
his lord's presence, and found a fellow-servant 
who owed him only a hundred pence. Forgetting 
how much his lord had forgiven him, he seized 
his fellow-servant by the throat, saying, Pay me 
what you owe me. His fellow-servant fell at his 
feet, and said, Have patience with me, and I vvill 
pay you. But he had no compassion; he cast the 
man into prison until he could pay the debt. 
The other servants were greatly grieved at this, 
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and went and told their lord. Then his lord called 
him and said, Wicked servant, I forgave your 
debt �,hen you cried to me, and ought not you 
to have had the same compassion for your 
fellow-servant as I had for you ? His lord was 
angry, and gave him up to the penalty of the 
law. Jesus said, So My heavenly Father will 
do to you if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart. It was like what Jesus had said 
to them about being reconciled. God was 
making friends with this world by grace, recon­
ciling them to Himself by Jesus Christ. If they 
refused the offer of grace in the Person of God's 
Son, they must be judged according to the law. 

The Jews did not understand the grace of 
God. And they could not show grace to the 
Gentiles. It was the new thing of the kingdom 
of heaven; it would not fit with the old Je,vish 
things. But they did not know Jesus, and they 
did not know His heavenly Father. His com­
passions fail not. They are new every morning. 
Jesus was saying, If you know My heavenly 
Father, and if you know how He has had 
compassion on you, go and show His compassion 
to others. Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect. 
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MATTHEW XIX. 

WHEN Jesus had said all His words of 
grace to those who were outside the 

cities of Israel, He left Galilee and went back 
to the coasts of Judea. As usual, the crowds 
followed Him, and He healed them all. Then 
the Pharisees came to Him, tempting Him, and 
asking if it was right for a man to put away his 
wife when she did what was wrong. They knew 
that grace had a way of forgiveness, and they 
hoped that Jesus would say something to 
weaken the Law. But He knew all that was in 
their foolish hearts, and He said, When God 
made a man and his wife at the beginning, He 
said, they should no longer be two, but one. 
And what God had joined together, man must 
not separate. It was quite right for a man to 
have a wife. But it was a greater thing to be 
able to give up the comfort of this life for the 
sake of the things that belong to the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Then they brought little children to Jesus 
that He might put His hands on them and pray. 
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The disciples ,vished to send them away. But 
Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and forbid 
them not to come to Me ; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. And Jesus laid His hands 
on them and went away. Those little children 
were just the opposite to the Pharisees, who 
thought so much of themselves. The Pharisees 
had no part in the kingdom of heaven; their 
hearts were like the stony ground, and they 
were full of the thorns and briars of this world. 
They had no good ground in their hearts for the 
good seed to grow in. Yet Jesus \i\Tas still going 
forth scattering precious seed. A young man 
came to Him, and said, Teacher, vvhat good 
thing shall I do that I may get eternal life? He 
thought he could do something good, and I am 
afraid he thought that Jesus was only a good 
man ; he admired His goodness, but he thought 
that he could be good too. 

Jesus said, Why do you talk to Me about 
goodness ? There is no one good but One. That 
is God. Not one of the children of Adam is 
good. Not one understands and seeks after 
God. That is the only good thing a man 
can do-to seek God. But Jesus said to hin1, 
If you want to enter into life, keep the com-
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mandments. Jesus did not say that would give 
him eternal life. The young man said, Which 
of the commandments? Jesus mentioned only 
the easy ones. He did not say, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart. Jesus 
knew he did not do that. The young man said, 
I have kept those commandments ; what more 
ought I to do ? Jesus looked very deep down 
into that young man's heart, and I think He saw 
that a good seed of His own sowing was at 1.he 
bottom of his heart, but it was choked with 
riches, and choked with his own thoughts of 
his goodness. He was not a little child. So 
Jesus said to him, If you want to be perfect, go 
and sell all that you have, and give the money 
to the poor. Then you will have treasure in 
heaven, and come and follow Me. When the 
young man heard that, he went away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions. He loved the 
world and the things of the world. He was too 
rich to leave all to follow Jesus. He said he 
loved his neighbour as himself, but he did not 
\Vant to give his riches to his neighbour. He 
did not know his own heart, but Jesus knew it. 
He said, He that loves anything more than 1\ie 
is not worthy of Me. The young man went 
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a\vay sorrovvful. But Jesus did not lose 
sight of him. I believe grace sought him and 
found him. 

Jesus turned to His disciples, and said, It is 
hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. It is easier for a camel to go through 
a needle's eye than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. The disciples were aston­
ished to hear that. They thought it was a sign 
of God's favour to be rich. If a Jew was rich, 
he could offer a bullock for a sacrifice to God ; 
and if a Jew were poor, he could offer only a bird. 
They thought riches would help them to be good 
Jews. _But the grace that Jesus brought to 
men was without money and without price. It 
was beyond all price. All the money in the 
world could not buy it. You know what a 
great animal a camel is, and how impossible it 
is that a camel could go through the eye of a 
needle. There is a place in Palestine that is 
called the Needle's Eye, and when the camels 
have to pass through it they kneel down and their 
loads are taken off-the things they carry on 
their backs-and then they can squeeze through 
the little hole. Perhaps Jesus thought of that 
place, but He meant that before a rich man could 
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enter the kingdom of heaven, he must do what 
the camel did. He must drop off all that which 
made him too big to go in by the narrow way 
that leads to life. He must become a little child, 
who has nothing of his own, and then he would 
find great treasure in heaven. He would follow 
the One who fills heaven. Jesus looked at His 
disciples, a look of tender pity and love, and 
then He said, With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible. 

When Peter heard what Jesus said, he 
ans,vered, We have left all and followed Thee. 
He meant, what re"Ward ,vould they have ? 
Jesus said, You that have followed Me no,;v, 
will, in the regeneration, when the Son of Man 
shall sit upon His throne of glory, also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes. 

What is the regeneration? It is the new 
thing that ,vill be on the earth when the Son of 
Man con1es in rlis kingdom. Everything ,;vill 
be settled then in a new way. Now people 
imagine vain things. They think that riches 
and the cleverness of men can do everything. 
God is going to turn all the thoughts of men 
upside down. He is going to bring in a new 
state of things that He ca1ls the regeneration-
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"·hen those ,vho are poor now will be the rir h 
ones, and those who are lo,vly now wiH be 
sitting on thrones. What a change ! Those who 
fol]o\ved Jesus when He was the rejected One, 
,vill" be found beside Hjm in the day of glory. 
If you suffer with Me, you shall reign with Me, 
He said. And if anyone gives up houses or 
relations or riches for My name's sake, he shall 
receive a hundred times as much, even now, 
and he shall have everlasting life. But many 
that are first shall be last, and those who are 
last may be first ; for in the regeneration 
grace ,vill put every one in his true place. Jesus 
might have said, You, Peter, James, and John, 
you gave up your boats to follow a heavenly 
Stranger, who had not where to lay His head 
in this ,vorld. But you have had His cornpany 
all this time. You have known His love and 
His care over you. You have had His teaching, 
all His lovely thoughts and words to delight 
your hearts. Have you not already had a 
hundred times as much as you gave up? 

Jesus shall our Treasure be 
Through His own eternity ; 
He is now our nearest Friend, 
And His love will never end. 
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MATTHEW XX. 

I
N this chapter Jesus tells them more about

the regeneration, and how it v\yas that 
the last might be first. He said, The kingdom 
of heaven is like a man who has a house, but 
he goes out early in the morning to hire work­
men for his vineyard-that is where grapes 
grow on the vines. God used to call Israel His 
vineyard, and at one time He said, when He 
looked for grapes, it brought forth wild grapes. 
But Jesus was looking for good fruit. It is 
still the thought that He is seeking men, that 
they may belong to Him, that they may be His 
workmen. The parable says that this man 
agreed to give every workman a penny a day, 
and he sent them to work in his vineyard. 
They agreed to do the work, and they agreed 
to receive their pay. It was like Moses saying, 
This do, and thou shalt live ; and the children 
of Israel answered, All that you have spoken 
we will do. The young man who came to Jesus 
thought that was the \Nay to be good ; and so 
it was if he could have kept the whole law, 
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But ho,v could he say he did not covet when 
he loved riches ? Or that he loved his neigh­
bour as himself when he did not \\·ant to give his 
money to the poor ? And what was the real 
state of his heart ,vhen he did not love Jesus 
enough to follow Him ? How could he think 
of being good before God ? In all these 
parables Jesus was teaching them what was 
in their own hearts. They did not know their 
O\vn hearts, but God could see in secret all the 
different things that \t\7ere choking the good 
seed ; and Jesus was showing ho,v grace was 
able to make· God's thoughts put out men's 
thoughts. So that all their thoughts about 
the doings of men, and of men's greatness would 
be turned upside down. 

About the third hour of the dav the master 
went out again, and he saw men standing idle 
in the market place. And he said to them, Go 
into my vineyard, and whatever is right I \t\ill 
give you. And they went off to work in the 
vineyard. At the sixth hour he did the same, 
and again at the ninth hour. But at the 
eleventh hour, that is the last hour of the day, 
when it would seem to be too late to go to work, 
he went out and found others standing idle ; and 
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he said to then1, Why do you stand all the day 
idle ? They said, Because no man has hired us. 
The master said, Then go into my vineyard. 
\\'hen the evening came, and the day's work 
,vas done, the lord of the vineyard said to his 
ste,vard, Call the ,vorkmen and pay them their 
vvages, and begin at the last one that '\\·as 
hired. Then those who came in at the eleventh 
hour received each one a penny. But \\then 
those who were hired first came, they expected 
to get more, and they ,vere disappointed "·hen 
they received every man a penny. They mur­
mured against the master of the house. They 
said, These last have \\·orked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us ,vho have borne 
the burden and heat of the day. He said to 
one of them, My friend, I do not wrong you. 
Did you not agree \vith me for a penny ? Take 
what is yours, and go. But it is my ,vill to 
give the last man the sarne as you. Is it not 
la,vful for me to do what I will \vith ,vhat is my 
own ? Is your eye evil because I am good ? 
So it is, the last is first, and the first is last ; for 
many are called, but the chosen ones are fe,v. 
It reminds us of the net that gathered up a11 
kinds, but grace sorted out the good fish. The 

11 
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chosen ones �,.ere those who trusted in the good­
ness of God. The others \Vere dismissed, as 
workmen. 

The men who were hired first ,vere like the 
Jews, who had an agreement, and yet they ex­
pected to get more than they had earned. The 
master said, Keep to your agreement. You 
have all that is lawful. What the la,;v gives 
you is a penny a day. They �1ere content ,vith 
their lawful wages until they saw the last men 
get the same. That made them jealous. So 
it was with the Jews. They did not like to see 
others go into the kingdom of God before them. 
They could not understand the good giving of 
God. He had a right to do what He chose with 
His own. His grace: would pay the last man 
first, the man that had no agreement. He had 
no law on his side. He trusted to the goodness 
of the Master ; and he came off best. He ac­
cepted the goodness of God, and did not talk 
about his own work. So in the regeneration 
every one will be in his true place. Then it 
will be, not, Who has done most ,,·ork, but, 
\Vho knows his Master best ? He trusts 
the goodness of his Master, and he has not 
an evil eye. 
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As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took 
His t�·elve disciples apart, and said to them, 
We are going up to Je1usalem, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered up to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn Hi111 to 
death. They -w·ere the most religious men in 
J erusalen1. And He said, They will deliver 
Him up to the Gentiles; to mock, and scourge, 
and crucify Him, and the third day He shall 

. . 

rise again. 
How often Jesus had told them that, and 

how plainly He said that their own people, the 
Jews, \\'ould be guilty of His death. The dis­
ciples seemed unable to believe it, for the 
next thing we read is that the mother of James 
and John came with her sons and worshipped 
Him. They wanted to ask Him for something. 
Jesus said to her, What wilt thou? She said, 
Grant that these my t\\i·o sons may sit, one 
on Thy right hand, and one on Thy left, in Thy 
kingdom. They were still thinking of who 
would be the greatest, even when Jesus told 
them how He was going to suffer and to die. 
They were thinking of themselves and of where 
they would be in His kingdom. Jesus said, 
You know not what you ask. Can you drink 
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the cup that I am going to drink ? Jesus meant 
His sufferings. James and John said, We can. 
Jesus answered that they might share His suffer­
ings, that was all the blessed Son of Man had 
to give ; but to sit on His right hand and on 
His left was not His to give. That place would 
be given to those for whom His Father had pre­
pared it. But to share in His sufferings was 
a nearer and a dearer place to those who loved 
Him, and both those disciples found it so. 
James was the first to lose his life for Jesus' 
sake. It is only with those we love that we 
share our sorrows, and it is only those v.,ho love 
us that can share them. The other disciples 
,vere displeased with the two brothers, but Jesus 
said, You know how the Gentiles rule as lords 
over one another, but it shall not be so amongst 
you. Whoever \vants to be great among you, 
must be your servant, and the one that is first 
among you must be your slave. This was a 
new kind of greatness that grace brought into 
this world. The greatest servant is the greatest 
person. The Son of Man was that. He came 
to serve and to give His life a ransom for many. 

Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. He vvas 
going to suffer there and to die. On His \tYay 



GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 165 

He passed through Jericho. That was the place 
that Joshua conquered vvithout any fighting 
men ! It was a great city vvith strong walls, 
and houses were built upon the walls, and the 
gates of the city were shut and barred against 
the people of God. It was a picture of the 
world that did not know God. Israel did not 
fight against Jericho, but the precious ark of 
God was carried by the priests round and round 
that great city. What a sight it was! Priests 
blowing with trumpets, and priests carrying 
the ark of the God of Israel. Not a sound was 
heard but the blowing of the trumpets, and 
that is all the world kno,\·s about the people of 
God now. They know that they pray, they 
cause their voice to be heard on high. When 
Joshua said, Shout, the people shouted, and 
the great walls of the city fell down flat. Joshua 
said they must never build up the city of Jericho 
again. If anyone did so, he ,vould be under 
the curse of Jericho. So it was called the place 
of the curse, as Jerusalem was the place of 
blessing. The ark that was carried round 
Jericho was a type of Jesus. In this chapter 
we read that Jesus, the real Ark of God, vYas 
at Jericho, and He was on His way to Jerusalem. 
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Two blind men were sitting by the wayside, 
and they heard that Jesus was passing by. It 
was a sad thing to see two blind men together. 
\Ve often see one blind man with some one 
beside him who can see the way. But these 
men were both blind, and they had the same 
desire to be able to see, and they had the same 
faith that Jesus was able to make them see. So 
they cried out, Have mercy on us, Lord, Son 
of David. The crovvd tried to stop them crying 
after Jesus. The crowd had no pity for those 
two blind men. But they cried out all the more, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David. Jesus 
heard them, and He stopped. He called them 
to Him, and said, What will ye that I shall do 
'lo you ? They said, Lord, that our eyes may 
be opened. They knew that they were blind, 
and they longed to see the works of God, and 
they did one great work, for they believed in 
Him whom God had sent. Jesus was moved 
with compassion for them, and He touched 
their eyes. Immediately they saw Him, and 
they followed Him. They got new sight, and 
they got a new ·object for their eyes to look on. 
No wonder they followed Him. Old things 
had passed away for them. The dark night 
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of their blindness ,vas gone. A new day was 
begun ,vhen they followed Jesus in the way. 
They were like a little picture of the saved ones 
in Israel, those who had faith to go to Jesus. 
They got new sight to sec the Son of David. 
They lea1ned His compassion for His people. 
The touch of His hand on their blind eyes made 
them able to see Him. They followed Him 
as He went on to Jerusalem. They left Jericho 
behind them. With Jesus was the place of 
blessing for them. They had called Him the 
Son of David. And now God was going to give 
one more testimony to Israel of who Jesus was, 
so that they had no excuse. Their own Scrip­
tures taught that He was the I{ing-the Son 
of David. 
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l\lATTHE\V XXI. 

J
ESUS came to Bethphage. It was the

place of unripe figs. At the Mount of 
Olives Jesus sent two of His disciples into the 
village. He said, You will find an ass tied, and 
a little one with it ; untie then1 and bring them 
to l\Ie. And if anyone says anything to you, 
say, The Lord has need of them. Jesus knew 
the hearts of His willing people. He ,vould 
let them take part in honouring Him. It was 
a small thing to lend an ass, but it was for 2�

great Person. It was for the Lord, and the 
Lord was King. A prophet had said, Behold, 
thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. So 
they brought them to Jesus, and put their gar­
ments on the ass that Jesus n1ight sit on them. 
And a great crowd spread their garments on 
the road, and cut down branches from the trees 
and spread them on the ground before Jesus. 
That was to do Him honour. And the crowds 
who went before Him, and those ,vho came 
after Him, cried out, saying, Hosanna to the 
Son of David ! Blessed is He vvho comes in 
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the name of Jehovah ! Hosanna in the highest ! 
Jehovah vvas the name of God by which He 
brought the Children of Israel out of Egypt. He 
said, I am Jehovah, your God. I will take you 
to �1e for a people, and I will be your God. The 
name Jehovah reminded them of His cove­
nant with Israel, and of His faithfulness to 
His people. Hosanna means, Save now. They 
said Jesus was come to save them in the name 
of Jehovah. So He was, but He must die on 
the cross for their sins before those words could 
come true. But God allowed the crowds to 
publish who He vvas-the blessed Jehovah of 
Israel, the Saviour of His people. 

So Jesus rode into Jerusalem, meek, and 
sitting on an ass, while the shouts of the people 
proclaimed who He was. The vvhole city vvas 
moved at the sight, and they said, \Vho is this ? 
That guilty city was troubled ,¥hen they heard 
that Jesus was born King of the Jews. And 
now as He comes among them in meek and 
lowly grace, they say, Who is He ? The crowds 
answered, This is Jesus. the Prophet. He is 
from Nazareth of Galilee. Jesus \Vent into 
the Temple of God. It was th_e only place in 
Jerusalem that He could have to do '\ivith. 
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But vvhat did He find there ? Were people 
\vorshipping God there ? No. They ,vere 
buying and selling in the buildings of the 
Temple. Jesus turned them all out of the 
'femple; their money tables and the seats where 
they sold doves to offer for sacrifice. He made 
them all go out of the Temple, and said, It is 
written, J\1y house ·shall be called a house of 
prayer; but you have made it a den of robbers. 
How could Jehovah save them when even His 
house was so unholy? They did not know 
that the blessed Son of Man would offer Him­
self up as a sin-offering to God before they 
could be saved. God would no longer accept 
the offering of doves, or bulls, or goats. It . 
needed a greater offering than these to put 
away sin. Jesus by one offering would do 
it perfectly and for ever! 

While Jesus was in the Temple, the blind 
and lame came to Him, and He healed them. 
But the chief priests and scribes were looking 
on. They saw the wonders that He did; and 
they heard the children crying out in the 
'f emple, Hosanna to the Son of David 1 Happy 
children. Jesus had put His Hands on them 
and blessed them, and how it pleased Him to 
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hear their young voices join in the chorus of 
Hosanna, to the Son of David ! But those 
religious people, the priests and the scribes, 
vvere indignant. It made them angry to hear 
Jesus praised. They did not join in that burst 
of joy. Poor miserable men, who thought 
themselves so good, they did not know the 
great Jehovah of Israel. They did not know 
His blessed Son, the King ! They said to 
Jesus, Do you hear what those children say? 
Yes, Jesus said, I do indeed hear them ; but 
have you never read what David said, Out of 
the n1outh of babes and sucklings Thou hast 
perfected praise ? Jesus accepted the praise 
of those little ones. It reminded Him of the 
time ,vhen Jehovah's name would be excellent 
in all the earth. And it ought to have re­
minded those ,¥icked men that David said 
there ,vould be enemies then, ,vho would not 
like the praises of the babes. Jesus did not 
quote the rest of the verse, because nothing 
but grace was on His lips. But the word of 
God judged them as enemies to Jehovah. 
(Ps. viii.). 

Jesus left them. He went out of the guilty 
city. He could not stay there. Jehovah's 
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name was not honoured in Jerusalem. He 
\vent to Bethany, and passed the night there, 
,vithout a home, or anything to eat, for in the 
early morning he came back to the city and 
,vas hungry. And He saw one fig tree on the 
road vvhich had nothing on it but leaves. God 
called Israel His fig tree. It ought to have had 
ripe figs for Him. Jesus desired a ripe fig, but 
there was none. Israel had no fruit for Hi1n. 
So Jesus said to the fig tree, Let no fruit grow 
on thee hencefor,vard for ever. And jm.m�­

diately the fig tree withered away. 
The disciples wondered when they saw it, and 

said, How soon is the fig tree withered avvay ! 
Jesus said, If you have faith, and do not doubt, 
you shall do what is done to this fig tree ; and 
you will even say to this mountain, Be thou 
removed and cast into the sea, and it shall be 
done. And all things vvhatever you shall ask 
in prayer, believing, you shall receive. Ho\v 
often Jesus told them that they must have 
faith. Nothing else would do for God. It 
made the whole difference between those ,vho 
believed in Him and those who did not. Jesus 
meant them to understand that the people ,vho 
had no faith were like the withered fig tree. 
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God ,vould .not look for fruit any more from 
the Je,vish religion. His Temple was profaned. 
The One who came in the name of Jehovah 
,vas not received. The chief priests, ,vho ought 
to have taught the people kno,vledge, did not 
kno,v God themselves. The rich men gloried 
in their riches, but thev did not understand 

.., 

or know Jehovah, \vho \vas sho,ving loving-
kindness to His people. 

\Vhen Jesus was teaching in the Temple, the 
chief priests and elders came to Him, and said, 
By what authority doest Thou these things ? 
And who gave Thee this authority ? How 
little they kne,v who Jesus \\·as ,vhen they 
dared to speak to Him like that. Jesus 
ans\vered them in His beautiful meekness, but 
in the power of His divine wisdom. He said, 
I \Vill ask you a question, and if you ans,,·er it, 
I will tell you by ,vhat authority I do these 
things. The baptism of John, ,vas it from 
heaven, or of men? Those men did not love 
the truth, and they ,vere afra�d to ans,ver that 
question. They asked each other ,vhat ,vould 
be the best thing to say. They thought, If vve 
say that John got his message from heaYen, 
He will say, \Vhy did you not believe him? 
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They confessed that they were unbelievers, 
and they said, If we should say, It was of men, 
we are afraid of the crowd, for they all believe 
that John was a prophet. They answered 
Jesus, We do not know. What a confession 
for elders and chief priests to make. They 
were the leaders of the people, and yet they 
could not answer such a simple question. They 
were afraid to tell the truth, and they were 
afraid of the people. Untruthfulness always 
makes us cowards. Jesus said to them 
Neither do I tell you by vvhat authority I do 
these things. Jesus knew how to make them 
take their true place before Him, and before 
God. If they did not believe ,¥hat John said, 
how could they understand the authority of 
Jesus? They were obliged to confess it; thy 
did not know. They were ignorant, blind 
leaders that did not know the way. So Jesus 
asked the!Il another question. He said, \Vhat 
would you think of a man vvho had two sons ; 
and he said to the first, Go and work in my 
vineyard. But the naughty son ans� ered, I 
will not ; but afterwards he was sorry, and he 
repented, and went. He obeyed his father. 
The father said the same to the second son, and 
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he said, Yes, sir, I will go. But he did not go. 
Jesus said, Which of the two did his father's 
will ? They said, The first. The naughty one, 
who repented, did better than the good one 
who said, Yes, sir, and did not obey. Jesus 
said, That is the way with you. The sinful 
men and women who repent, will go into the 
kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you in the way of righteousness, and you 
did not believe him ; but the sinners belie\ ed 
him, and even when you saw them turned 
round to do the Father's will, it did not make 
you repent or believe in him. 

Jesus was still thinking of God's vineyard, and 
He said to them, Hear another parable. He 
told them before about the householder who 
sent workmen into his vineyard. He was with 
them then, and looked after the vineyard him­
self. But in this parable Jesus was telling 
them about a householder who went away for 
a time. He took great pains with his vineyard. 
He planted it himself, and he made a fence 
round it. He made a place to put the wine in, 
for he expected to have good grapes to make 
wine of. And he built a tower, and then let it 
out to husbandmen. That is, he engaged people 
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to look after his vineyard ,vhile he was avvay. 
But \Vhen the time for the fruit came, he sent 
to the husbandmen to receive his fruits. The 
husbandmen took his messengers, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another. Then 
he sent other servants, and they did the same 
to them. That is exactly like what they did 
to God's prophets ·when He sent them to look 
for good fruit in Israel. At last this house­
holder sent his son. He said, They will have 
some respect for my son. But when they saw 
the son, they said, This is the heir, come, let 
us kill him, and then we can keep the vineyard 
for ourselves. So they took the son, and cast 
him out of the vineyard; and killed him! It 
was just what they would do to Jesus. He 
read it in their r..earts. He said, When the 
lord of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those husbandmen ? They said, He will 
miserably destroy those wicked men, and vvill 
let out the vineyard to other husbandmen, 
who will render him the fruits in their seasons. 
They condemned themselves, for they were 
the evil husbandmen, who were saying of Jesus, 
Come, let us kill Him. So Jesus said to them, 
Have you never read in the Scriptures, The 
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stone which the builders rejected has become 
the head of the corner ? Jesus was the Stone 
which they were rejecting. God had said that 
He would lay a precious Corner-Stone, and it 
would be a sure foundation for every one who 
believed in Him. The chief priests and the 
Pharisees professed to read the Scriptures, but 
they did not understand the mind of God. They 
did not know what God was doing. It. was 
wonderful to the eyes of those who could see it. 
�� Then Jesus applied the parable to them. 
He said, The kingdom of God shall be taken 
away from you, and it shall be given to a nation 
that ,-vill produce the good fruits of the king­
dom of God. Jesus said, Those ,vho fall on 
this Stone shall be brcken, but if It falls upon 
anyone, It shall grind him to powder. Jesus 
meant that now they were falling against Him. 
He knew that they were wishing to kill Him. 
But they were only doing damage to themselves. 
By and by, when He will come to sit upon His 
throne, God will put all His enemies under His 
feet. They will be crushed to powder. 

The chief priests and Pharisees heard the 
parable, and they knew that Jesus spoke about 
them. But it did not make them repent. 

12 
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They ,vished to take Jesus, but they were 
afraid of the cro,;vds, because they believed 
that Jesus ,vas a prophet. They could not 
take Him until He gave Himself up. As soon 
as He had finished the ,vork that God gave 
Him to do, He let Himself be taken, but Jesus 
had more to tell them about the kingdom first. 
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J\1ATTHE\V XXII. 

J 
ESUS had been teaching them ho\v God

thought of Israel as a Yine of His o,rn 
planting, and all that God had done for it. He 
could say, '''hat could be done for J\Iy vineyard 
that I have not done? But it did not bear 
fruit for God. So He said He ,,·ould not ask 
for fruit from men any more. God "·ould give 
to men ; He \Yould not receive from them. 
God Himself ,,rould be the only GiYer. He 
would give like a l(ing. And it \Yas to do 
honour to the I(ing-' s Son. So Jesus said, The 
kingdom of heaven has been made like to a 
king who made a wedding feast for his son. 
He sent out his servants to invite the people 
to the feast ; but they \vould not come. Think 
of a king making a feast and people refusing 
to come to it ! Then the king sent out other 
servants, and they ,¥ere to say, I haye pre­
pared my dinner ; my oxen and my fat beasts 
are killed, and all things are ready; come to 
the wedding feast. ,, hat good ne\YS that ,Yas 
to send into a hungry '"'orld. Ho,v the poor 
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and needy ones would rejoice to hear it. But 
no, they made light of it. They thought 
another time would do, and one went after 
his land, and another went to see about his 
money, and some caught the king's serYants 
and insulted them and killed them. 

When the king heard of it he was angry, 
and he sent his army to destroy those mur­
derers, and they burnt up their city. This 
was what happened lo Jerusalem when they 
refused God's invitation to do honour to His 
Son. But this is not the end of the parable, 
for the king sent out other servants, who were 
to go away from the rebellious city, and to look 
for the people who were wandering about in 
the highways, and as many as they could find 
they were to invite to the wedding feast. For 
the king said, The wedding feast is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. They 
loved something else more than Jesus, and they 
vvere not worthy of Him. Those servants 
went out into the highways and brought to­

gether all, as many as they found, both evil 
and good. They were like the fishermen \ivhose 
net brought in all kinds of things out of the 
sea. And so the wedding feast vvas furnished 
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vvith guests. But the king went in to see the 
guests, and he sa,¥ a man who had not on a 
wedding garment. The king said to him, 
Friend, how earnest thou in here not having 
on a \vedding garment ? The man was speech­
less. He had no excuse to make, because the 
king provided the wedding garment. He had 
only to put off his own clothes and to put on 
the clothes \vhich were suited to the presence 
of the king. What disrespect to the king to 
come to the feast in his O"\\'n clothes. He did 
not know what was suitable for the presence 
of the king, and he did not know that even 
his clothes must be the gift of the king. The 
servants were told to cast him out, like the evil 
workmen who did not know how good the 
master was. Jesus taught them that it vvas 
not how much work they did that made them 
good servants, but ho,v much they kne�., of 
the l\1aster' s grace. Just so with those who 
were invited to the feast. Thev must know 
what suits the King. They had to receive 
everything from God. Grace prepared the 
feast, and grace provided the garments. They 
must be suitable ·for God. They were of new 
cloth that did not suit with the old garments 
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that belonged to high\vaymen. They must be 
clothed \Yith garments of salvation to partake 
of the feast that God's grace prepared for lost 
. 

sinners. 
The Pharisees were the religious Jews who 

hated the Romans. The Herodians were the 
friends of Herod and of the Romans. These two 
sets of men hated each other, and yet they 
joined together against Jesus. They sent mes­
sengers to Jesus, who said, Teacher-they 
pretended to respect Him as a teacher. They 
said, We know that Thou art true, and that Thou 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest 
Thou for anyone, for Thou regardest not the 
person of men. They pretended that they 
really wished to learn the way of God, and they 
said, Is it lawful to give tribute to the Romans, 
or is it unlawful ? The Pharisees thought �f 
Jesus was a good Jew, He would say it vvas not 
right to pay the Roman tribute, and the Hero­
clians would then be able to say that Jesus was 
against the Roman Emperor, whose name 
was Cresar. They did not know that Jesus 
could see all the thoughts in their �ricked hearts. 
He said, Why do you tempt Me, hypo­
crites ? They were hypocrites because they 
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were pretending. Jesus said, Show Me the tribute 
·money. Whose is this image and this writing
on it ? They said, Cresar' s. Jesus said, Then
you must give to Cresar the things that are
Cresar' s, and give to God the things that are
God's.

An English penny would have the king's
head on it, and the writing on it ,vould be the
king of England's name ; and so it was then. The
money they were using proved that they �-ere
subjects of Cresar, and that they must pay
tribute to him. But if they had given God the
fruits of His vineyard, they would not have
been the servants of Cresar. They were sur­
prised when Jesus answered them like that.
It only showed what was in their own hearts,
and it also showed the perfect wisdom and holy
grace that were in every word that Jesus said.
They left I-Iim and went away.

The same day some Sadducees came to Him. 
They were people who said that there is no resur­
rection. They also called Jesus Teacher, and 
they asked Him what they thought was a Yery 
clever question, but Jesus showed that it ,vas a 
very foolish one, and only proved ho,v little they 
knew about God. They said, If a man "ere to 
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die and his wife were to be married again, whose 
,¥ife ,vould she be in the resurrection ? Jesus 
said, You are all wrong, because you do not know 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God. How 
often Jesus told them that if they knew the 
Holy Writings, which they pretended to value, 
they would not be so ignorant about God. Jesus 
said, In the resurrection people do not marry ; 
they are like the angels of God in heaven. 
Marriage is intended only for a world like 
this, where a man wants a won1an to be a com­
fort to him, and a woman wants a man to take 
care of her. By and by, in heaven, God will 
fill every heart as He does to the happy angels 
now. Then Jesus told those poor ignorant un­
believing Sadducees a very wonderful thing. 
He said, God is God of the living, not of the 
dead. He says, I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; that 
shows that Abraham and Isaac and Jacob are 
alive. You think they are dead; they are dead 
to us, but they are alive to God. Their spirits 
are alive. Our spirits-that is the part of us 
that does not die-belong to God. Our bodies 
die and are put into the grave. The crowds 
were astonished at the -teaching of Jesus. 
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The Pharisees heard that Jesus had put the 
Sadducees to silence-He left them without 
power to answer Him. So one of them who was 
a lavvyer tried to tempt Jesus. He said, Teacher, 
which is the great commandment of the law ? 
Jesus said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto 
it :-Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets. That was · a wonderful 
answer for that lawyer, because he knew right 
well that he had never kept God's first command­
ment, even for a day! No man that ever lived 
was able to keep those two commandments, 
until Jesus came. He kept them perfectly and 
always. He always loved God with all His 
heart, and He loved His neighbours so truly that 
He would die to save them from their sins. 
Love is the fulfilling of the law. If they could 
have kept those two commandments, they could 
have done all the rest. That lawyer ,¥as also 
put to silence. Jesus showed how their o,vn 
words condemned them, and while they ,vere 
gathered together against Him, He asked them 



186 LESSONS ON THE 

a question. He said : What do you think about 
Christ ? He meant God's Anointed One, ,;vho 
vvould come to Israel. Whose Son is He ? 
They said, He is the Son of David. Jesus said, 
Hovv is it that David, speaking by the Spirit of 
God, calls him Lord? For David said, The Lord 
said to my Lord, Sit on My right hand until I 
make Thine enemies Thy footstool. If there­
fore David called Him Lord, how is He his 
Son ? No one was able to answer Him a 
word! And from that day they did not dare 
to question Him any more. 

Jesus had put to silence every one of them­
they were speechless, like the man who had not 
on the wedding garment. They tried to con­
found Jesus, but they were only confounded 
themselves; and the day when they all gath<:red 
together against Him, it vvas as if Jesus l:eard 
God say those vvords to Him, Sit at My right 
hand until I make Your enemies Your footstool. 
Those very men ,vould be His footstool. They 
were falling against God's precious Corner­
Stone, instead of rejoicing in God's sure found­
ation. But God will set His I(ing upon His 
holy hill. He will reign until all His cnen1ics 
are put urider His feet. Jesus is sitting no,v at 
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God's right hand in heaven. He is sitting on 
His Father's throne, until all His own saved 
ones are gathered out of this world. Then He 
will come again and bring them with Him, and 
He will sit upon His own throne ; every one 
will fall into line around Him then ; each one 
will have his own place-his place with Jesus 
will be his reward. But those v,ho love Him 
most while this world is rejecting Him, will 
have the best and nearest place. 
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MATTHE\V XXIII. 

WHEN Jesus began His work for God in this 
\\rorld, He was tempted by the Devil. 

But Jesus put the Devil to silence by the Word 
of God. Then the men of the vvorld tried to

tempt Jesus, but He knew what was in man. 
Every kind of man came before Him. They 
took counsel together against Him. But their 
own words condemned them. They showed by 
what they said that they did not know God, and 
they did not keep His commandments. V./orldly 
men, like the Herodians, were put to silence. 
The religious men, like the Pharisees, ,vere put 
to silence, and the unbelieving �adducees ,vere 
put to silence-all their mouths were stopped ; 
they were speechless and guilty before God. 
Then Jesus told them that the Son of Da -id 
would sit at God's right hand until all His 
foes were put under His feet. 

In this chapter Jesus spoke to the crovvds 
and to the disciples, about those scribes and 
Pharisees. He said, They sit in l\tloses' seat ; 
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they profess to teach what Moses said ; you 
may do what they say, but you must not do what 
they do. They teach the laws, but they do not 
keep the laws ; because all they do is to be seen 
by men. They wear a dress to look religious, 
and they take the best places at the feasts and 
in the synagogue and in the market-place, and 
they like men to call them Rabbi-that means, 
teacher. Jesus said His disciples must not be 
like them. They were not to be called Rabbi, 
because Christ must be their 'feacher. And they 
were brethren, so they were not to call anyone 
father-as if he had more authority than the 
rest. For One is your Father. Their Father 
in heaven was the only One to have authority 
over their souls ; they were to be obedient 
children to Him. God is the Father of spirits. 
But they were to follow His own beautiful 
example, in being servants to all; that ,vould 
be the real way to be the greatest. For whoever 
exalts himself shall be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself shall be exalted. Here Jesus 
called Himself the Christ. He had not done 
so before. He had told the disciples not to say 
that He was the Christ. But when He quoted 
the words of David, He wished His disciples to 
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understand that it vvas as Christ He would sit 
at God's right hand. Jesus is there novv as 
Lord and Christ. What comfort for those 
disciples ! They could afford to be humble and 
despised, for they could look up to heaven as 
children, under the rule of their Father in 
heaven, and by faith they would see at His 
right hand the Christ who had taught them 
down here. He would teach them still. Al­
though He was in glory He would still be their 
Teacher,, and it would make them brothers to 
one another, because they were children of their 
heavenly Father. And if they really loved 
Jesus, they would have to love one another 
for His sake. If they loved Him, they would 
love all that belonged to Him. 

Jesus pronounced judgment on the Scribes and 
Pharisees-first on the men who were the 
leaders of the people, and then on their city. 
They were hypocrites ; they did not go into the 
kingdom of heaven themselves, and they pre­
vented others from going in. They did every­
thing for the outside, to make a show before men. 
They made a religion of outside things. They 
strained their water through thin muslin, lest the 
little eggs of a fly might be in it ; but they passed 
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over much greater things. Judgment, mercy, 
and faith were more important than any out­
side things. Judgment, mercy, and faith have 
to do with God ; they were inside things, in the 
heart. Men look at the outside appearance, but 
God looks into the heart. Those Pharisees and 
Scribes were washing the outside of the cup, 
while the inside was full of what was bad-like 
their ovvn hearts, which ,vere full of selfishness, 
caring only to please themselves. Jesus said, 
Clean the inside first, and then the outside \.vill 
be clean. He had told them before that it ,vas 
what came out of a man that defiled the man. 
It was no good to appear righteous before men, 
or to build fine monuments to the prophets 
whom their fathers killed. They would do the 
same-for they were a perverse generation. 
They were disobedient and rebellious against 
God. But Jesus said that He ,vould send a nevv 
set of prophets, and wise men, and scribes, and 
the Jews would persecute them just the same. 
Jesus was thinking of the time vvhen He "ould 
sit at God's right hand, when He would receiYe 
gifts for men. Jesus gave gifts to His disciples 
after He rose from the dead ; and l\1atthevv, 
who wrote this Gospel, was one of His scribes. 
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He left his tables of money to follow Jesus, but 
he got- a great appointment in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Then Jesus spoke of Jerusalem, the city 
where the prophets had been killed. God had 
sent many prophets, but they were ill-treated by 
the guilty city. It is very touching the way 
Jesus spoke of it. He said, Jerusalem, Jeru­
salem, how often would I have gathered your 
children, as a hen gathers her chickens under her 
wings, and you would not ! Wonderful that 
He who was Jehovah could use such words. We 
think of the way the mother hen calls up her 
little ones, and how they nestle under her soft 
wings, and warm themselves in her feathers. 
How safe and happy they look, and how fond 
of them the hen is ! Jesus would call His own 
to Him like that, and make them feel the shelter 
and comfort of His great wing around them, and 
of His deep love that made them His. But 
Jerusalem missed the blessing of His presence, 
and it would be left desolate. God would send 
no more blessing there until Jesus comes back 
to it. He said, You shall see Me no more until 
you say : Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of Jehovah. That is what the children said, 
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and it is what made the Pharisees so angry. 
But Jesus \vi.11 come again with power and great 
glory, and those words will be heard again in 
Jerusalem. Then they will know that His 
mercy endureth for ever. 

\Ve see how true the words of Jesus are, for 
Jerusalem is still trodden down by the Gentiles­
no Temple there, no altar to the true God. It 
has been left desolate for nearly two thousand 
years, and it ,vill be so, till Jesus comes again. 
Then He will raise up the tribes of Jacob, and 
restore the preserved of Israel. But He will do 
a yet greater thing. He is now a Light to the 
Gentiles, and He will be God's Salvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

Sing we then the Saviour's praise, 
Wondrous in His works and way'i; 
Bid Him welcome to the throne, 
He is worthy, He alone. 

Soon the cro,vn upon His brow, 
Every knee to Him shall bow ; 
While the full Creation sings, 
Lord of lords, and King of kings. 

13 
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MATTHEW XXIV. 

WHEN Jesus had said, Your house is left 
unto you desolate, He went away from 

the Temple also. The whole Jewish system 
rejected the One who came from God, so Jesus 
turned away from it, The disciples wanted Him 
to look at the beautiful buildings of the Temple, 
bu� Jesus said, Every stone of it will be thrown 
do�n. He went outside Jerusalem and sat 
upon the Mount of Olives. His disciples asked 
Hin1 to tell them what would be the sign of 
l-Iis coming again, and of the end of the world ? 
What did they mean by the end of the world ? 
The end of this present time. It is really the 
end of the age, or the time of God's ways with 
Israel under the law. They always expected 
Christ to come and put an end to that. His 
presence on the earth will do for man all that 
the Law failed to do. He will bring all things 
into obedience to God. He will put God's laws 
into their minds, and will write them in their 
hearts, so that even the little children will know 
God then. There will be no need for teachers 
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then, for the Lord Jesus Christ wi11 fi]l all things 
with the knowledge of God. That will be the 
regeneration that Jesus spoke of, when He vvill 
sit on His throne and the disciples vvill sit with 

. Him. 
They wanted Jesus to tell them 2.bcut it, but 

their own prophets had told them 2.11 about it. 
What Jesus wished them to think of, �·as the 
present time ; that they might be faithful and 
true for to-day. The day of glory would surely 
come, but there would be days of sorrow and 
distress on earth before it came. There vvould 
be wars, and famines, and earthquakes, and 
they would be hated and persecuted for Jesus' 
sake. But those who endured to the end should 
know God's great Salvation ; they would be 
saved from those who hated them. 

What Jesus said came true in the time of the 
disciples. When He went back to heaven, 
those wicked men who crucified Jesus turned 
all their hatred against His disciples. Those 
who loved Jesus were persecuted and driven out 
of Jerusalem, before the Roman soldiers des­
troyed the city. They burnt up the city and 
the Temple, so that not a stone of it was left, 
not even enough to show the spot \Yhere the 
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Temple had stood. This was the judgment of 
God for rejecting Jesus. God rejected Jerusalem 
and the Temple and His people Israel. There 
,ver e only t,vo tribes of Israel in Judea at this 
time-Judah and Benjamin. The other ten 
tribes \Vere scattered about among the Gentiie 
countries, and they are still lost among the 
Gentiles. A few may have been in Jerusalem 
when Jesus was there. Elizabeth was ot the 
tribe of Asher, and there were Levites thEre; 
but the Jews were of the tribe of Judah. It 
vvas among them that Jesus lived and taught. 
He came as King of the Jews; as Son of David 
Jesus belonged to the tribe of Judah. God chose 
that tribe out of all the tribes of Israel. He made 
it the royal tribe and gave it great promises, 
and what He called " the sure mercies of 
David '' were especial! y for Judah .. 

But if Jesus ca1ne to Judah, it was Judah that 
rejected Him. They were the most favoured 
of the tribes, but they were th_e most guilty. 
The only sign He would give them ,vould be 
Jesus in the grave-a dead Christ, lost to

them. And so the sign He gave His disciples 
was the Son of Man in heaven. They \Yere to 
look for Him to co1ne from heaven. They 
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were not to be deceived by others who said they 
were Christ. There ,vas only one Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He would come from heaven with 
power and great glory. 

Jesus reminded them of what the prophet 
Daniel had written. When he was praying 
and confessing his sins and the sins of his people 
Israel, the angel came to him and told him 
what would happen at the end of the age. 
The angel told Daniel that Jesus would come. 
He was the Messiah of Israel, but they ,vould 
reject Him. Messiah vvould be cut off. He 
would not get the kingdom. His life would be 
taken from the earth. Jesus came in His 
Father's name, and they did not receive Him. 
But another would come in his own name, him 
they would receive. Jesus did His Father's 
will, but this one would do his own ,vill ; he 
would say he was the Christ, and God would 
let them believe a lie because they ref used to

believe the truth. Jesus brought truth into 
this world, but those who have pleasure in 
unrighteousness cannot believe the truth. This 
false Christ will make a covenant with Israel. 
He will pretend to be like Christ at first. He will 
do signs and wonders to make them believe in 
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him, and he will be very religious, sitting in the 
Temple of God, shovving that he is God. That 
is vvhat Jesus called the abomination in the holy 
piace. It is an abomination in the sight of God 
,vhen anything is ,vorshipped but Himself. 
This man of sin, as he is called, will deceive 
many. Satan will give him great power and 
he will try to destroy all who believe in Jesus� 
That is why he is called Anti-Christ, which means 
one who is against the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But God will have an elect people all through 
that dreadful time, when those ,vho are in Judea 

. will have to flee to the mountains,. to escape 
the terrible persecution. It will be the tin1e of 
Jacob's trouble, but they shall be saved out of it. 
They ,vill reap the fruit of their sins. They 
rebelled against God. They killed His prophets, 
and ,vhen God sent His Son, they said, This is the 
heir, come, let us kill him. They are suffering 
for that now. For two thousand years they have 
been cast off as a people before God. He says 
of them, not My people. The scattered Jews are 
a Fving proof of the truth of the Bible, because 
every ,vord that God said about them has come 
true. God used to speak: to the kings of the 
earth as the God of Israel. He does not speak 
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to the \vorld now as the God of Israel. Now 
He speaks as the God and Father of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the people He calls His, are 
those who believe in His own beloved Son. 
Now God is saving both Jews and Gentiles for 
heaven, not for J eruscl.lem. He is calling people 
out of this evil world, where Satan rules and 
v\rhere he deceives men. But when Jesus has 
taken these all up to heaven, He will come b2.ck 
to earth to set things right down here. He 
will destroy Anti-Christ by the brightness of His 
coming. His presence will burst upon this 
world like a flash of lightning. It will bring 
judgment upon those who are ,vorshipping the 
wrong man. Satan's man will be sitting in the 
Temple of God. The Son of 1\1:an ,vho died 
for men will destroy the man of sin by the 
breath of His n1outh. 

But the sight of Him will make aJl the tribes 
mourn with a great ar..d terrible mourning. 
Judah will come first-the n1ost guilty of 2.11. 
They shall mourn with great bitterness. They 
will look on Him whom they have pierced, 2.nd 
will mourn for Him, as people mourn for an 
only son. The Son of Man will send His angels 
,vith a great sound of a trumpet, and they ,vill 
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gather together His elect. It is like what 
Jesus said about the harvest, when the angels 
will gather up the good wheat and put away all 
the bad weeds. Jesus :,aid, The heaven and 
the earth shall pass away, but My words will 
never pass away. He did not tell His disciples 
vvhen these things would happen, because God 
keeps time in His own hands. He made time 
for men, and He put the sun and moon and stars 
in the sky to mark time, that men might know 
the times and seasons. God could take them 
away at any moment. Days and hours are 
nothing to God. There is no time in heaven ; all 
is eternal there. But the coming of the Son of 
Man will be sudden. The world will go on just 
the same as it did in the time of Noah. He 

. 

told them the flood ,vas coming. They could see 
him building the ark to save himself and his 
sons ; but they did not believe it till the flood 
came and to0k them all away. ,,\Then the Son 
of Man comes it will be the same. Tvvo people 
will be working together ; one ,1/ill be taken 
away in judgment and the other will be left 
to enjoy the presence of the Son of 1\1:an on 
earth. So Jesus said to them, You must ,vatch. 
I{eep awake, because you do not know ,vhat 
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moment your Lord may come. Ii you thought 
a thief was coming to take something out of 
your house, you would ,;vatch your house and 
take care of it. And so you 1nust wcJch for 
your Lord, and be ready for Him, because 
when you are not thinking of it, He ,¥ill come ! 

The Son of Man will find every one doing 
something-two men working in a field, or two 
vvomen grinding corn to make into bread. 
What would the Son of Man like to find His 
people doing ? Taking care of His household. 
He said the wise and faithful servant vvould be 
found giving food in season to the household 
of God. The faithful servant would be watching 
for his Lord, and the wise servant would be ready 
for Him; and the way they sho\\'Cd that they,Yere 
,vise and faithful was, that they were occupied 
with their Master's house. They ,,·ere not like 
the man who said he could not come to the feast 
because he had to look after his O\vn land. 
They were like the good trees ,vhich had ripe 
fruit at the right time. So these servants "'-ere 
able to give the right kind of food-that is, 
spiritual food-at ihe 1ight time to those \t\'ho 
needed it. Jesus said, Blessed is that servant. 
whom his Lord, when He comes, shall find so 
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doing. His Lord will make him ruler over all 
His goods. He v,ill trust him with the good 
things of His kingdom. He vvill get his Master's 
blessing. But the evil servant vvas one who was 
saying in his heart, My Lord delays His coming. 
\Vhen he thinks that in his heart, it sho,vs he 
is not ,vatching for his J..,ord to come, and so he 
begins to beat his fellow servants. The evil 
servant is al\vays against the faithful ones, and 
he sho\vs he is evil by the company he keeps ; 
the evil servant eats and drinks ,vith the drunken, 
that is, with those \vho ·in<lulge themselves and 
forget God. The I. .. ord of that servant will 
come when he is not expecting Him. He ,vill 
find him standing in the way of sinners, calling 
himself a ser?ant vvhen he is not serving his 
Lord. He will have his portion with the 
hypocrites. There will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 
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MATTHEW XXV. 

J
ESUS said that in those days the kingdom of

heaven would be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 
They all ,vent out from where they were, and 
they took nothing with them but their lamps. 
The disciples left all to follow Jesus when He 
,vas on earth. Then they had Him ,vith them; 
they could see Him and hear Him. But He \ivas 
speaking of the time when He would be gone 
a\vay. Then those who loved Him would say, 
The world has no place for Jesus, and Jerusalem 
has no place for Hi1n, and there is no place for 
us. They went out to meet Him. They left 
the things of the world behind, and they left the 
things of Jerusalem behind. They went out to 
meet the loved One-that is what bridegroom 
means; it was One who loved them and who 
had chosen them out of the ,vorld. These ten 
virgins looked all alike. They all had lamps, 
but some took oil in their vessels and some took 
no oil. But the Bridegroom did not come at 
once; He delayed and they aU got tired. They 
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did not vvatch for Him. They stopped somewhere 
on their way, perhaps they went back to \i\here 
they came out from, but they all went to sleep ! 
They forgot that He was coming. But in the 
middle of the night a cry was heard : Behold, 
the Bridegroom ! Go ye out to meet Him. That 
shows they had gone in again. But they all 
awoke, they all began to get ready for the 
Bridegroom, they all tri1nmed their lamps, they 
all tried to have a light. But there ,vas one 
great difference between those virgins : the ,vise 
ones had oil in their vessels, but the foolish ones 
had no oil. That was a sad difference, for ho,v 
could the 13.mps give light if they had no oil ? 
They might trim and trim, but it was all no 
good. Our lamps are going out, they say to the 
others; we have no oiL Give us some of your 
oil. But the "''ise ones said, \Ve cannot do that. 
Oil is not a thing that you can get from us. 
\Ve have only wha.t our o,vn little vessels \\·ill 
hold. You must go and buy some for yourselyes. 
Get your vessels full and then your lamps ,vill 
not go out. Jesus was speaking of the time 
when He would be gone avvay, and "hen the 
Holy Spirit would be here instead. He pron1ised 
that when He went back to heaven, He \Yould 
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send the Holy Spirit down here, to comfort His 
disciples and to keep them company while 
He was away, so that they might not be lonely, 
and that they might not feel that they had lost 
Him, when He was up in heaven and they vvere 
dovvn here without Him. The Holy Spirit 
would keep Jesus always in their thoughts. He 
would fill their hearts with His lo, e. That 
would be like the oil in the vessels. He would 
make a little light for Jesus in the heart. He could 
see into every heart. He would look down on all 
those virgins and see them going out together, 
and all trimming their lamps so nicely. Perhaps 
we should see no difference between them, but 
as soon as the lamps were lighted there vvas a 
difference. Some had oil in their vessels-they 
were the wise ones, they were ready, because 
they had the Holy Spirit ; they became separated 
from the others, for they went in with the Bride­
groom, while those who had no oil ,vere not 
ready. They went away to buy some. The 
Bridegroom came, and those who \i\ere ready 
went in with I-Iim to the wedding feast, and the 
door was shut. The others came too late. They 
knocked at the door and said, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. But He said, I do not knovv you. They 
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had no oil in their vessels, so they lost the 
opportunity of carrying a light for the Bride­
groom. 

Jesus told them this parable to make them 
understand tl1at people might look all right 
to one another ; they might go the same road 
and carry their lamps, but when He came, only 
those who ,vere ready for Him ,vould share His 
joy. It is only the Spirit of God that can m2.ke

people ready. So He said, Watch, therefore; for 
you do not know the day nor the hour when the 
Son of Man will come. We must remember that 
Jesus was speaking to Jews, and He ,vas telling 
them about His coming back to this \ivorld to 
put all things right for God. It was the time 
when He would separate the tares from the 
wheat. So Jesus went on to tell them another 
parable, about a man going away out of his 
country-Israel's country was what Jesus ,vas 
thinking of-and he called his o,vn servants and 
gave them some of his goods to make use of while 
he was away. To one servant he gave five 
talents, to another he gave two, and to another 
only one. He knew what his servants were able 
for, and he gave to each one as much as he could 
use. After a long time he came back, and each 
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one of those servants had to tell him what he had 
done vvith the talents. The one who received 
five came, and said : My lord, you gave me five 
talents and I have gained five more. He had 
made such good use of his five talents that he 
had twice as much as he began with. His lord 
was pleased, and said: Well done, good and 
faithful servant ; thou \Nast faithful over a fevv 
things, I will set thee over manythings. Enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord . \Vhat a splendid 
reward for that servant ! He might share in his 
master's joy. It was \iVhat the foolish virgins 
were too late for. Then the servant who re­
ceived two talents came, and he �aid he had 
gained two more talents. His lord said the same 
to him; that he was a good and faithful servant, 
he had been faithful over a few things, and he 
should be set over manythings, and he also should 
enter into the joy of his lord. But the one "'ho 
had received one talent came and said he thought 
his lord was a hard man, and he "''as afraid, 
so he went away and hid his talent in the earth. 
He was afraid to use it, and he brought it back 
to his lord unused. What did his lord say? 
Wicked, slothful servant! You think I am a hard 
man, so I will be hard to you. Then he took the 
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one talent from him and gave it, to the servant 
,vho had ten talents ; for he said the one who 
had most should get still more, but the one who 
had nothing would lose what he might have had. 
The faithful servant knew his master, and he 
used his goods the way his master liked him to 
use them. He was faithful to his master ; he did 
not do too much, and he did not do too little. 
He that ,vas given five gained five ; and he that 
was given tvvo, gained two. His master had 
joy in his gains, and he ,vas allowed to share his 
l\1aster's joy. The slothful servant did not 
know his master; he had no faith in his master. 
He did not trust him, so he is called a wicked 
servant, because he did not give a good report 
of his master. A faithful servant knovvs his 
master and speaks ,veil of him. 

This unfaithful servant was cast out, like the 
man in the other parable who had not on a 
,vedding garment ; for Jesus vvas teaching the 
disciples in all these parables, how every one 
,vill get his place in His kingdom according to

the way he has been faithful to Him "·hile He 
is a,vay. The faithful and wise servant ,vho 
looks after His household and gives them food 
111 due season, will be ,vatching for Him, and he 
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,vill be ready to meet Him when He comes. 
His Lord will find Him using His goods faithfully, 
and he vvill enter into the joy of his Lord. In 
that day it vvill be seen who is not wise, and not 
ready, and not faithful, and not watching for 
his Lord to come. These parables ,vere all 
about those who professed to know Him. They 
called Him Master and Lord ; they took His 
name, and called themselves His servants. 
The presence of the Son of Man on earth will 
throw His light upon everything. It will put 
every one in his true place. No one can pretend 
anything then. 

Jesus is the one perfect lVIan, and His pre­
sence will show where every other man is in 
the sight of God. \iVhen He comes as Son of 
lVlan in His glory, and the holy angels with Him, 
He will sit upon His throne of glory, and all the 
nations will be gathered before Him. And He 
will separate them, the way a shepherd v1ould 
separate his sheep from among the goats. He 
will put the sheep on His right hand, and the 
goats on His left. He will sit as king, to judge 
the nations. Having gathered His elect from 
among the nations, He will ask the question, 
How did you treat My people? If God 

14 
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allo,ved His people to be driven out of their 
own country because they were rebellious 
against Him, He would punish the Gentile 
nations who treated them cruelly. The prophet 
Jeremiah vvas sent especially to tell the nations 
that God was watching • their treatment of 
Israel. He would punish them Himself, but 
He would not let the heathen ill-treat them. 
The Son of Man will know what every one has 
done, and He will say to those on His right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the founda­
tion of the world. I was hungry and you gave 
�1:e to eat, I ,vas thirsty and you gave ·Me to 
drink ; I was a stranger and you took Me in ; I 
was naked and you clothed Me ; I was ill and you 
visited Me ; I was in prison and you came to Me. 
Those righteous ones will say : Lord, when 
did we see Thee hungry or thirsty or naked 
or ill or in prison ? And the King ,vill answer, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have 
done it to the least of these My brethren, you 
have done it unto Me. How wonderful that 
Jesus should speak about the messengers of 
His kingdom like that ! He called them His 
brethren. He had said those who did the will of 
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His Father should be His brethren. They were 
so dear to Him that whatever was done to 
them, was done to Him.- He would repay it. 
A little food or a little kindness done for His 
sake, showed they cared for Him. Afterwards 
�,hen those disciples were persecuted and put 
in prison, how it must have comforted them to 
remember that Jesus said those words. 

Then the King will say to those on His 
left hand : Go from Me, cursed, into ever­
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. It was not prepared for men, but 
if men choose to do the work of the devil 
and his angels in this life, they will be � ith 
the devil for ever. They say the sa1ne : 
When did we see Thee hungry, and did not 
minister to Thee ? But they got the same 
answer ; they had not done it to the least of those 
who belonged to the King, so they had not 
done it to Him. They would go into eternal 
punishment. But the righteous would go into 
life eternal. They were the nations that would 
be living on the earth when the l(ing comes to 
reign. God will set Him as l{ing on His holy 
hill of Zion. There He will command the 
blessing ; it will be life for evermore. These 
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were like the last words of Jesus. He had 
finished all He had to say to the disciples 
about what would happen while He ,vas 
a,vay in heaven. He told them how He 
wished them to behave in His absence, and 
ho,v He expected them to watch for Him 
to come back. The one great thing was for 
them to knovv Him, and to be faithful to what 
they knew of Him. They were to be like Him 
in their thoughts and ways, so that the Gentiles 
would know that they belonged to Hirn. If 
they were loved, it was for His sake, and if 
they were hated, it was because they were His 
brethren. 
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111ATTJ-IEW XXVI. 

J 
ESUS said to His disciples, Yon kno"· that

after two days is the Passover, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed to_ be crucified. Jesus �·as 
Himself God's Passover. He was the Lamb of 
God, ,vhose precious blood vvas shed to take 
avvay sin. Then the chief priests and the others 
gathered together to the palace of the high 
priest. His name vvas Caiaphas. They all met 
in his palace to consult how they could take 
Jesus pr.ivately and ki11 Him. Ho,v terrible 
to think of men calling themselves priests of 
God talking together of hov., they could murder 
His blessed Son ! How little they knew v.1ho 
Jesus was when they thought they could take 
His life ! They had no pov. er at alJ against Him 
until He gave Hjmself up to do the vvill of 
God. Those wicked priests said, Not on the 
least day-because they were afraid of the 
people. But God had chosen that it should be 
on the feast day. They could not do it one 
moment sooner than He chose nor could they 
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do it in any other ,,vay than t.he way that God 
allo,ved it to be done. But \Vhile men were 
making their wicked plans Jesus \\·as at Bethany. 
He was int he house of Sin1on the leper. 

It was the darkest moment in all the hist0ry 
of man. From the tin1e that God created man 
on earth, nothing so terrible had happened as 
for all kinds of n1en to agree to put Jesus out 
of the earth ! He was the only perfect one ,vho 
\¥as ever on the earth. He was always doing 
good. He never did harm to anyone. As He 
walked about, His presence was like a healing 
stream, that flowed over a ,vorld of sin and 
misery. Wherever He ,vent the diseases of 
sin disappeared before Him. 

Disease and death and demon 
All fled before His \Vord­

As darkness the dominion 
Of day's returning lord ! 

Yet they hated Him without a en.use. It 
was because their works were evil and He \\ as 
righteous. They hated Jesus for His goodness. 
He was the Holy One cf God. The heavenly 
beauty of His life and conversation aroused 
their murderous hatred. But ,vhen men \Yere 
all against Him, God allo,vcd a vvoman to sho,v 
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ho\v much she loved Him ! She had an ala­
baster box of very precious ointment. She 
came near to Jesus and poured it out upon His 
head. She anointed Him as King. He vvas 
truly I(ing to her. He was the King in rejection, 
but she owned Him before a11. While the King 
sitteth at His table my spikenard sendeth forth 
the smell thereof. It ,vas a heave offering from 
her heart, and it had a sweet savour to God. 
Yet she was a hidden silent ,voman. We do not 
even hear her name, and her voice ,vas not heard. 
Hers was a hidden love; words could not tell it, 
but Jesus understood it. He put it into words 
for you and me, that ,ve might understand the 
sort of love He likes to get. It is a love that 
thinks nothing is too good for Him, and that v\iill 
give up everything to please Him. Even the 
disciples called it vvaste. Strange that they 
should think anything too costly for Jesus ! 
The poor woman would not give to Jehovah that 
which cost her nothing. The best thing she 
had \1/as not good enough to express her y2Jue 
for Him. Jesus felt it. He valued her love. 
It was a good work done to Hin1. He took her 
part. The disciples said it might have been 
sold and the money given to the poor, but Jesus 
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said, You have the poor al,;yays ,,ith you, but 
l\Ie ye have not always. Then the blessed 
Saviour told what He thought about what the 
,voman did. He said, In pouring out this oint­
ment on 1'1:y body she has done it for l\f y burying. 
Verily I say to you,\\ herever these glad tidings 
shall be preached in the whole world, this also that 
she has done shall be spoken of, for a memorial 
of her. His ovvn great ar.t and hers should neyer 
be separated. They should be told together. 
His was that He died for sinners, hers \.Vas the 
sinner's sense of the preciousness of His death. 
The first sinner was a woman, and a \\·oman \\·a.s 
allowed to be the first to sho\.v forth the precious­
ness of the Saviour's death. It ,vas done to His 
body. He took that body that He n1ight die, 
the Just One for the unjust ones. As a little child 
once said: "Jesus was punished instead of me.'' 
I think this 'Noman is a little pattern of the 
treasure that Jesus said He would sell all that He 
had to buy. He bought the field tor the sake of 
the treasure. And He hid the treasure. He 
knows where it is, and the treasure kno,vs ho,v 
dear it is to Him. The expression of the \voman 1s 
love drew out the hatred of the ene1ny, and 
Judas went off to the priests to ask ho,v much 
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money they would give him to betray Jesus. 
They gave him thirty pieces of silver. Then 
Judas ,vatched for an opportunity to do his 
dreadful act. 

The Passover \i\·as kept in remembrance of 
the night that the children of Israel came out 
of Egypt. In every house a lamb vvas killed 
and its blood was put on the doorpost. The 
blood was seen on the outside of the house, 
but they were feeding on the lamb inside. The 
vvhole assembly of Israel \i\'ere to do it, at the 
same time and in the same \\ ay. Not one 
person ,vas to be missing. It ,vas a night to

be remembered for ever. 
1'he disciples ask Jesus ,vhere He \vill eat the 

Passover. Jesus told them to go to a man in 
the city, and to say to him : The Teacher <::ays, 
My time is near ; I ,vill keep the Passover in 
thy house with My disciples. They did so, and 
when the evening came Jesus sat do,vn ,vith 
the twelve disciples. Jesus kne,�' the deep mean­
ing of that Passover. He kne,v that He ,vas 
going to give His life a ransom for many, as He 
had told them. He knew that His blood \Yould 
be shed to save them from judgment. Yet He 
,vished to eat the Passover ,vit h His disciples 
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for the last time. How it showed His tender 
love for them, and how He ,1/ished to draw their 
hearts into His thoughts and feelings at that 
sorrowful time. While they were eating, He 
said, One of you will betray Me. The disciples 
were exceedingly grieved, and each one said, 
Is it I, I.,ord ? Even Judas said, like the rest, 
Is it I, Teacher? He did not call Jesus Lord 
as the others did. Jesus said to him, Thou 
hast said. Judas was a sad picture of the heart 
of man, ,vhen he is under the power of the Devil. 
Judas sat down to eat with Jesus and with the 
others who loved Him, while he had the thirty 
pieces of silver in his bag. He loved money, 
and the Devil tempted him by the offer of money. 
He had sold the Lord for those miserable pieces 
of silver. He did not know that Jesus knew all 
about it until He said, One of you will betray Me, 
the one that dips with Me in the dish. He ate 
out of the same dish with Jesus. Jesus help€d 
him, as we say. He showed him especi2J kind­
ness. But He said, The Son of Man goeth as it 
is written of Him, but woe unto that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed. The blessed 
Saviour felt it. He was wounded in His heart 
that one of the1n should betray Him. He 
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,vas ,vounded in the house of His friends, for it 
\Vas a Jevv \vho did it ! 

Jesus was going to give them another reason 
for remembering that night. It vvas the night 
in vvhich He vvas betrayed. And as they \.\t'ere 
eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke 
it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, Take 
eat, this is My body. This was not the lamb; 
it was broken bread. Jesus meant then1 to

understand that His body �·ould be given for 
th�m. Then He took the cup ana gave 
thanks and gave it to them, and said, 
Drink ye all of it, for this is �1y blood of 
the new covenant, \vhich is shed for many 
for the remission of sins. It showed that 
Jesus had done ,vith the old covenant \\·hen 
He spoke of a new one. The old covenant had 
to do ,,vith the blood of bulls and of goats. 
But the new covenant ,vas made sure by a 
more perfect sacrifice, in the precious blood of 
Jesus, that ,vas shed for many. The first 
covenrl.nt was for Israel only, but the ne,v cove­
nant in thQ blood of Jesus ,vas for as many as 
believe in Him. He did this to shovv that Hi 
body given and His blood shed put them in a 
new place before God. Israel had broken the 
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old covenant. Jesus vvould not try to mend it. 
He gave it up and began a new covenant in His 
ovvn blood. The old covenant was, Thou shalt 
do something·. They were to obey the law and 
off er sacrifices ; but under the new covenant 
God would do it all Himself. The covenant 
with Israel was for a time ; the new covenant 
will last for ever. It was the grace of God vv hich 
brought salvation for all kinds of men. Jesus 
would bear the sins of many. He wou]d put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself-this \\ as 
the nev, covenant in His blood. They ,vere to 
drink of it. The bread and the wine were to

keep then1 in mind of His death. It ,vas the 
food of the new covenant. Jesus said He would 
not drink of the fruit of the vjne until He drinks 
the new wine with them in the kingdon1 of 
His Father. He reminded them that they will 
be with Him in the day of His joy, as they ,vere 
with Him then in the day of His sorrow. They 
will share in His joy, under the ne,v covenant, 
in the kingdom of His Father. And when they 
had sung a hymn, or a psalm, they vvent out to 
the Mount of Olives. J csus was able to sing 
praise to God at that sorrowful moment. He 
was so sure of God's delight in Him that He 
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could sing ! No sorrow ,vas ever like unto His 
sorrovv, yet He sang praise, for God was His 
refuge and strength. As they sang with Jesus, 
it was like a little taste of ,vhat it ,vill be to 
drink ,vine with Him in His Father's kingdom. 

Jesus said to the disciples : You will all be 
offended because of Me to-night; for it is vvritten, 
I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered. But after He was risen from the 
dead, He would go before them into Galilee. 
Peter �aid : If all shall be offended, I vvill 
never be offended. Poor Peter, he did not know 
how weak he was. He truly loved the Lord and 
he thought nothing could make him forsake Him. 
Jesus said: This very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny 1\1:e three times. Peter 
said : If I have to die with You I will not deny 
You. And all the disciples said the same. They 
did not know what their blessed l\iaster ,vas 
going to pass through. They could not die for 
Him until He first died for them. The ,vages of 
sin was death. Jesus paid the ,vages though 
He did no sin. He died instead of those "ho 
did the sin, they earned the vvages. And ,, hen 
Jesus came up out of the grave He took a,yay 
the fear of death, and He said, I have the keys. 
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He had the keys of death and of all the unseen 
world. We do not know what is beyond the 
grave, but we do know that Jesus has the keys. 

Jesus came with His disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and He said to them, Sit here, 
until I go away and pray yonder. Then He 
took with Him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be very sorrowful. It 
was those three disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, that He took with Him on the Holy 
Mount. There they saw His glory, but here 
in Gethsemane they were to see His suffering. 
He said, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death. Stay here and watch with Me. 

The thought of death was dreadful suffering 
to the holy mind of Jesus. Death ,vas the 
sinner's portion-not Jlis who was the Holy One 
of God. Jesus was so holy that He could not 
bear the thought of sin, or of death for sin. 
And yet God rnade His soul an offering for sin. 
He was God's sin offering, because it was His 
Father's will. It was what He came from 
heaven to do. But it was greater pain than any­
one can ever know, for the holy perfect One to be 
treated as if He was the sinner. Jesus felt it. 
He went away a little from the three disciples, 
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and fell on His face and prayed. He said, 
Father, if it be possible let this cup pass away 
from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou ,vilt. 
God spared not His only Son, b1.1;t gave Him up 
to die for sinners. No other offering ,vas great 
enough to show God's displeasure against sin, 
and nothing else was great enough to sho,v how 
Jesus loved God. He was obedient unto death. 
Jesus came baGk to the disciples and they , .. vere 
sleeping. He said to Peter, Have you not been 
able to vvatch with Me for one hour? Watch 
and pray that you may not enter into tempta­
tion. The spirit is \villing, but the flesh is vveak. 
Jesus ,vent away the second time and prayed. 
He said, My Father, if this cup cannot pass 
from Me except I drink it, Thy \\ill be done. 
And coming to the disciples He found them 
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. It \\ as 
night, but Jesus had said to them, \Vatch ,vith 
Me. He left them, and went away again and 
prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 
Then He came to the disciples and said, Sleep 
on now, and take your rest; the hour is come. 
The Son of Man is delivered into the hands of 
sinners. They lost that opportunity. They all 
had said that they vvould die with Hirn, and yet 
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they could not vvatch for an hour. Jesus saw 
that they would like to do it, but the flesh was 
,,veak. It \¥as proved weak at that moment, 
and Jesus never asked the flesh to do anything 
for Him again. They belonged to the weak 
mortal n-ian that must pass a,vay. Jesus ,vas 
the one strong Man. He was strong for God. 
But He was alone. None cauld watck with Him, 
none could die \vith Hin1. Alone with God He 
tasted death, for everything on ,vhich death 
came. This wonderful scene in Gethsemane 
is given to us to show how He was the obedient 
Man, even unto death. When Jesus began His 
work on earth, the Devil tempted Him to turn 
aside from God's will, and to have a will of His 
own. But Jesus silenced the Devil by the words 
of God and proved that He was the obedient 
Man, who would do nothing but the ,vill of 
God. So at the end of His holy life, vvhen death 
was before Him-a death for sin-in all the 
agony and distress of His holy soul, He said to His 
Father, Not as I will, but as Thou wilt. Before 
He left His home of glory-where He was the 
Eternal Son of the Father-He had said, Lo, 
I come to do Thy will, 0 God. Jesus did the 
whole will of God, anu He finished His work. 



GOSPEL OF �fATTHE\V 225 

He could say, Therefore doth My Father love 
Me, because I lay down My life that I may take 
it again ! 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, Rise up, let 
us go, for he vvho betrays Me is coming. And 
while Jesus was saying it Judas came, and a 
crowd of people with him. They were sent by 
the chief priests and elders, and they had swords 
and sticks in their hands. Judas had given them 
a sign by which to know Jesus. He said, The 
One that I shall kiss. And he came to Jesus 
and said, Hail, Teacher, and kissed Him. Jesus 
said, Friend, wherefore art thou come ? Judas 
could not answer that. 1-Ie had done his dread­
ful deed, and then he disappeared. When they 
laid hands upon Jesus, one of His disciples 
stretched out his hand and struck the servant 
of the high priest so that he took off his ear. 
Jesus said, Put back thy sword into its place, 
for they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword. Do you think that I cannot no\v 
pray to My Father and He will give Me more 
than twelve legions of angels ? But Jesus 
would not pray for that, because the Scriptures 
must be fulfilled. How truly Jesus ,vas the 
King even then. His twelve disciples might 

15 



226 LESSONS ON THE 

forsake Him, but He could command the armies 
of heaven. Twelve legions of angels were ready 
to surround Him. But instead of that He gave 
Himself up, and He said to the crowds, Are you 
come out as against a thief with swords and 
sticks to take Me? I sat daily with you when 
I was teaching in the Temple, and you did not 
take Me. But all this is done that the Scriptures 
of the prophets may be fulfilled. Then all the 
disciples forsook Him and fled. 

Then they led Jesus to Caiaphas, the high 
priest, where the scribes and elders were as­
sembled. But Peter followed Jesus afar off, 
even to the palace of the high priest, and he 
went in and sat with the servants, to see the 
end. The whole council tried to find false 
witness against Jesus that they might have an 
excuse for putting Him to death. Many, alas ! 
were ready to say untrue things about Him, yet 
they could find no accusation against Him. At 
last two false witnesses came and said, He said, 
I am able to destroy the Temple of God and to 
build it in three days. Then the high priest 
stood up and said to Jesus, Answerest Thou 
nothing? What is it that these witness against 
Thee ? But Jesus was silent ; as a sheep before 
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the shearers is dumb, so He opened not His 
mouth. The high priest said, I adjure 'fhee 
by the living God that Thou tell us if Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God. At that name 
Jesus answered, Thou hast said, and from hence­
forth you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of power and coming on the clouds 
of heaven. Jesus did not call Himself the Son 
of God.. It was as Son of Man He was there 
to suffer ; and it was as Son of Man that He 

• 

\vould come again, making the cloud·s His 
chariot. Then the high priest rent His clothes, 
and said, He has spoken blasphemy-that 
meant speaking evil of holy things-and he 
said to the others, What do you think ? They 
answered, He is guilty of death. Then they 
insulted the blessed Lord in a way that showed 
their own Satanic hatred, but it also showed up 
the divine perfectness of the One who could not 
be moved by their evil. The high priest was 
forbidden to rend his garments. His doing so 
showed that the priesthood was given up by God. 

We left Peter sitting with the servants in the 
high priest's palace. It was bad company for 
one who loved his Lord. Jesus had told him 
to watch and pray that he might not fall into 
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temptation. Instead of this he went into the 
very worst place in the world at that moment. 
But he wanted to see the end. He was sitting 
outside, when a maid came to him and said, 
Thou wast with Jesus of Galilee. Peter denied 
before them all, and said, I do not know what 
you are saying. Poor Peter went farther out, 
away from them, but another met him and said 
to the others, This man was with Jesus, the 
Nazarene. And again he denied with an oath, 
I do not know the Man ! After a while those 
who saw him there came to him and said, 
Surely you are one of them ; the way you speak 
shows it. But Peter cursed and swore, and 
said, I know not the Man ! Immediately the 
cock crew, and Peter remembered the word of 
Jesus; and he went out and wept bitterly. 
Peter went out into that cold dark night, and 
shed bitter bitter tears. He had denied the 
One he loved best. How truly Jesus said, 
The flesh is weak. Will Peter ever trust his 
fle3h again ? Will he ever trust his own heart ? 
He said, I will die with You, and yet he denied 
his Lord just at the time he would like to have 
taken His part. But it shows us what the heart 
of man is One of the twelve betrayed Jesus, 
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and another, the one Jesus put first an1ong the 
t,velve, denied Him. He did not love money 
as Judas did, but he liked the praise of n1en. 
He had a good opinion of himself, and he wished 
others to think well of him. This always makes 
us cowards, and afraid to speak the truth. 
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MATTHEW XXVII. 1-32. 

WHEN it was morning, the chief priests and 
elders took counsel against Jesus, to put 

Him to death. Then they gave Him up to 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor. But 
,vhen Judas saw that Jesus ,vas condemned, 
he was filled with remorse. He did not think 
Jesus would be condemned ; he knew they could 
find no fault in Him, and he did not know that 
Jesus would give Himself up. He was filled with 
remorse. · That is the most dreadful feeling 
possible. It was the biting of his own heart, in 
helpless 1nisery, under the awful power of Satan. 
He knows how to make men miserable. He 
tempted Judas by money and the price of 
a field. He led Judas on to do what he 
wanted him to do, and then he left him to the 
bitter accusings of his own heart. And that 
drove Judas to despair. He did not pour out a 
broken heart in tears of repentance as Peter 
did. Peter's was the sorrow of love, but Judas 

. 

loved money more than Jesus. With him it 
was the remorse of a man without hope. He 
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could not undo what he had done. He went 
to the chief priests and elders, and said, I have 
sinned ; I have betrayed innocent blood. But 
they, in heartless wickedness, only said, What 
is that to us ? See thou to that. They had no 
pity for him ; Satan had no pity for him ; he had 
no pity for himself. He threw the silver pieces 
into the Temple, and went away and hanged him­
self. Jesus had said, What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? 
The love of gain is deep down in every heart of 
man, until he learns to have Christ for his gain. 
Then he counts all things loss for Him. 

The chief priests were too religious to put the 
silver pieces into the offerings of the Temple, 
so they consulted together what to do with them. 
They bought the very field where Judas hanged 
himself. They said it would do to bury strangers 
in. It was called the Field of Blood, because it 
was bought with the price of blood. They 
fulfilled the words of the prophet, and the field 
is there still-a fieid cannot be moved away­
to remind them of what they did to Jesus. 
God will not let it be forgotten. 

Jesus stood before the Roman Governor. He 
said the Jews would give Him up to the Gentiles. 
The Gentile Governor did not love the J e�,s ; he 
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despised them for bringing an innocent man to 
him. He said to Jesus, Art Thou the King of 
the Jews? Jesus said, Thou sayest. But when 
the chief priests and elders accused Him, He 
did not answer them. The Governor said t o 
Jesus, Do you hear all they witness against you? 
But Jesus did not answer a word, so that the 
Governor was much surprised. He was puzzled 
what to do. He knew that Jesus had done no 
wrong, and he knew that the Jews did it only 
from envy. So he thought of a plan to get out 
of the difficulty. The Romans had a custom 
that at the time of that Jewish feast they let 
go one prisoner. So Pilate said to them, Shall 
I release to you Barabbas, or Jesus, who is 
called Christ ? Pilate was a Gentile heathen, he 
did not know anything about Christ. Barabbas 
was a wicked man and a murderer. He gave 
them the choice between God's Man who would 
give_ life, and the Devil's man who would take 
away a man's life. The chief priests and elders 
persuaded the crowd to beg for the murderer 
instead of Jesus. They chose the Devil's man. 
Israel will do that again before the nation believes 
in Jesus. 

When Pilate was sitting on the judgment 
•
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seat, his \vife sent a message to him. She had 
had a dream that troubled her. How gracious 
of God to give that warning to Pilate. She 
said, Have nothing to do with that righteous 
l\1an. Even the wife of the Gentile was obliged 
to say that Jesus was a righteous Man. Pilate 
knew it and he would have liked to set Jesus 
free, but he was afraid to displease the Jews. 
\i\Then they chose Barabbas, he said, Then what 
shall I do with Jesus, who is called Christ ? 
They all said, Let Him be crucified. Pilate 
said, Why? What evil has He done ? But they 
cried out still more, Let Him be crucified. Then 
Pilate took water, and washed his hands before 
the crowd and said, I am innocent of the blood 
of this just Person ; see ye to it. That was 
what the priests said to Judas. Pilate threw the 
crime back upon the Jews. And all the people 
answering said : His blood be on us and on our 
children ! Dreadful words ! They were heard 
in heaven, and remembered on earth; and for 
all these nineteen hundred years since they were 
said, His blood has been upon them. They are 
cast off by God, like the men of His vineyard 
that Jesus told them about, who said, This is 
the heir, come, let us kill him. His blood is 
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upon every Jew to-day. And yet-so wonderful 
is grace-if a Jew turns to Jesus now, as He sits 
at God's right hand, if he owns Him as Christ 
and Lord, he is saved by that precious blood. 
Soµie of those men of Jerusalem did repent 
when they saw what they had done; and when 
th�y saw that Jesus was risen from the dead, 
they believed in Him, and were baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, in the name of the One 
whom by wicked hands they had crucified and 
slain. 

Pilate let out the murderer, Barabbas, and 
gave up Jesus to be crucified. Then the Roman 
soldiers mocked Him, and put a red cloak on 
Him, and a crown of thorns, and bowed the knee 
to Him, and said, Hail, King of the Jews! 
Those heathen Gentiles despised the Jews and 
their religion, and they showed their contempt 
for them in mocking their king. But they 
did it in their ignorance, they did not know 
better, and the day will come when all the 
Gentiles vvill bow the knee to Jesus, and ,;vill 
say, Hail to the King of Israel. 
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MATTHEW XXVII. (Continued) 33-66. 

T
HEY led Jesus to Golgotha. It was the place

of a skull. There was nothing of a man to 
be seen but a skull. It showed that there had 
been a man there, but he was gone. Nothing was 
left of either Jew or Gentile. God looked dov.111 
on only one Man that day! They put Jesus 
on the cross to die. They cast lots for His 
clothes; they divided them amongst themselves, 
and then sat down to keep guard. Pilate put 
a writing on the cross. It was His accusation: 
This is Jesus, the King of the Je,vs. They 
crucified two thieves beside Him. Their accusa­
tion was that they were thieves, and they put 
Jesus in the middle. 

Those who passed by shook their heads, and 
said, Thou who destroyest the Temple and 
buildest it in three days, save Thyse]f. If 
Thou art the Son of God, come do,Yn from the 
cross. The chief priests also, mocking \vith the 
scribes and elders, said, He saved others, He 
cannot save Himself ! If He be the I�ing of 
Israel, let Him come down from the cross. and 

• 
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\Ve ,vill believe Him. He trusted in God, let 
Him save Him novv if He will have Him, for 
He said, I am the Son of God. Even the thieves 
,vho vvere crucified with Him joined in. They 
followed the example of those who were learned 
and religious, as the poor and ignorant often do. 
\Vhen Jesus was on the cross, there was darkness 
over the vvhole earth for three hours. The sun 
hid its face from that deep suffering. V.Then 
Jesus took the sinner's place before God, He 
was God's sin offering. The whole creation stood 
still in darkness while Jesus was made an offer­
ing for sin. The enmity of men was hushed, 
not a dog moved his tongue. It was the judg­
ment of God upon SIN. But it was only the 
Holy One, who did no sin, who could bear it. 
Jesus passed through God's judgment alone, in 
the silence of darkness. 

At the end of the three hours Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, in the Hebre\1/ language, 
words which meant, My God, My God, \1/hy hast 
Thou forsaken Me ? Did God really forsake 
Jesus? Yes, for those three hours of darkness, 
when he was bearing God's judgment of sin. 
In His holy anger against sin, God had to turn 
away even from Jesus, while He was bearing sin 
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in His own body on the tree. He took that 
holy body that He might offer it up as a perfect 
sin offering to God. That was what Jesus 
meant when He prayed so earnestly that He 
might not have to drink the cup. It was the 
cup of God's judgment. Jesus was always His 
Father's delight. He was God's beloved Son, 
with whom He was well pleased. He vvas the 
only One who could offer Himself vvithout spot 
to God. God accepted His offering. God 
heard His cry upon the cross and answered 
Him. Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 
gave up His spirit to God. Then the veil of 
the Temple was rent in two from the top to the 
bottom-that was God's answer to the cry upon 
the cross. The veil shut in God. Those who 
went into the Temple could never see inside the 
veil. It shut people out from the n1ost holy 
place where God's ark and the mercy seat �1ere. 
The veil ,vas made of everything that \\.·as 
beautiful, because it was a type o{ the body of 
flesh which Jesus took when He became a 1\1:an. 
\Vhen God looked at that veil from the inside, 
He saw perfect beauty in it. If n1en looked at 
it fron1 outside it ,vas beautiful. But it hid 
God. No man had ever seen God at any time, 
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till His o,;vn Beloved Son revealed Him. God 
accepted His offering. He tore the beautiful 
veil in two from the top to the bottom. God 
did it from the top, from His own side, to show 
that now He could come out to men, and men 
could go in-to�God. He would not be hidden 
any more. The death of Jesus made a new and 
living way into the presence of God through the 
rent veil. He could even take a sinner there. 
He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, 
so that God could say, Their sins and iniquities 
I will remember no more. He would cast all 
their sins behind His back. It was Jesus only 
for God, and Jesus only for the sinner ! 

When the veil of the Temple vvas torn in 
two, the earth was shaken, and the rocks were 
rent ; and the graves were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had died, came out 
of their r graves, after His resurrection, and 
went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
Even the dead had to bear witness that the 
Living One was in the grave; that Jesus, \\·ho 
was crucified, was the Resurrection and the 
Life. The centurion vvas the captain over the 
soldiers who v.1ere keeping guard over Jesus, 
When he and his soldiers savv the earthquake 
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and all that took place, they feared greatly, and 
said : Truly this was the Son of God. Every 
one vvho saw Jesus in the sinner's place upon 
the cross was obliged to bear witness to His 
perfection. Wicked lips that �etrayed and 
1nocked God's Holy One, even they had to 
tell the truth about Him. The chief priests 
tried to find accusation against Him-

I. But they found none ;
2. Judas said, I have betrayed innocent blood;
3. Pilate's wife said, Have nothing to do with

that righteous Man ; 
4. Pilate said, I am innocent of the blood of

the Righteous One ; 
5. The chief priests mocking, said, He saved

others ; 
6. He trusted in God. Quite true; He was

Jehovah the Saviour, and He was the trusting 
Man! 

7. The Gentile said, Truly this ,vas the Son
of God. 

Women were there, many of them. They were 
women who loved Jesus. They ha<l followed 
Him from Galilee, and they ministered to Him. 
There were many of them, but we are told the 
names of only three-Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
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mother of James and J oses, and the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee. They kept the watch of love. 

There was a rich man named Joseph. He 
loved Jesus in secret, but he was afraid to

confess Him openly. He was rich and he _had 
a high position among men. It was not easy 
for him to follow the heavenly Stranger, as 
Matthew and the other disciples did, and perhaps 
he thought, If I keep my place as councillor 
I may be able to prevent the others from being 
so cruel to Jesus. But was he able? No, he 
did not approve of what they did, but he had 
no power to take the part of Jesus when the 
others cried out, Crucify Him. But when it was 
evening Joseph went to Pilate, and begged for 
the body of Jesus. He did what none of the 
disciples dared to do, and Pilate gave it to him. 
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in clean 
white linen, and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had cut in the rock. Onlv a rich man 

. .., 

could have such a beautiful grave. But the 
prophet had said hundreds of years before, that 
Jesus would be with the rich in His death, 
because He had done no violence nor was there 
ever a wrong word in His lips. It was another 
proof to men of His perfection. Men gave the 
Heavenly Babe only a manger. But God ,vould 
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have Hi1n buried as a King. Joseph rolled a 
great stone to the door of the tomb and went 
away. He did not stay to watch by the tomb, 
but two women did, until it was beginning to be 
the Sabbath Day. Then they went home to keep 
the Sabbath; but it was a sorrowful day to them, 
for Jesus was in the grave all that Sabbath Day. 
The next day, which was the Sabbath Day, what 
we call Saturday, the chief priests and Pharisees 
who were so anxious to keep the Sabbath, went 
to Pilate and told him that they remembered 
that Jesus had said, in three days He \¥ould rise 
again. They remembered what the disciples for­
got. They begged Pilate 1.o make the tomb very 
secure until the third day was past. They 
thought His disciples might go and steal away 
His body, and that they would tel1 the people 
tliat He was risen from the dead. Pilate showed 
how he despised them, for he said, You have a 
watch, go and make it as sure as you can. 
They went, and put a seal upon the stone, and 
put some soldiers to watch it. Poor, weak, un­
believing men, how foolish they looked with their 
seal and their soldiers ! But Jesus lay in the 
grave all that Sabbath Day. It was the last day 
of the Jewish Sabbath. It was the end of the 
old covenant with Israel. 16 
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AS soon as ever the Sabbath was over, vvhen 
the sun had just risen upon the next day­

it was the first day of a new week-the two Marys 
came to look at the tomb, for all they loved was 
in that tomb-so they thought. They had 
seen the great stone rolled against the door of 
the sepulchre, but they brought spices and 
sweet-smelling herbs to put upon the body. It 
,vas the only thing they could do to express their 
love. They had ministered to Jesus when He 
was alive, and they wished to put their offering 
of love upon His dead body. They said to one 
another, Who will roll away the stone for us ? 
But when they came, what did they see? 
The great stone was rolled away, and an angel 
was sitting on it ! His look was like the 
lightning, and his clothing was white like snow. 
For fear of him the soldiers trembled and became 
like dead men. They were men's watchers, 
but God had His watchers at that tomb. There 
had been a great earthquake, and an angel of the 
Lord had come down out of heaven. He rolled 
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away the stone and sat upon it. No m2.n could 
roll back that stone, the angel sat upon it. 
\i\Thy did he do so ? rhat all in heaven and 
earth might see into that empty tomb. But 
was the tomb really empty ? Yes, there could 
be no mistake about it; there was nothing in the 
tomb but the clean white linen that Joseph h2.d 
wrapped the body in. That was left behind. 
Where was Jesus? He was risen from the 
dead. He was called out of the grave by the 
glory of His Father. He was declared to be 
the Son of God in power by resurrection from 
among the dead. God could not leave His Holy 
One in the grave. He showed His perfect 
pleasure in Him as a lVIan when He said to Him, 
Sit at lVIy right hand. He was the Son of His 
mother's sorrow, but He was the Son of His 
Father's right hand. He came out of the tomb 
before the stone was rolled away. But the 
angel sat there to keep it open and to declare 
that He who died was now alive again for ever­
more. The angel saw how terrified the soldiers 
were, and he said to the women, You need not 
be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
the crucified One. The angel knew all about 
the cross, But, he said, Jesus is not here. He 

I6A 



244 LESSONS ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay. And the angel showed them the 
empty tomb. How glad those women were 
that they had gone off so early to see the tomb. 
What must they have felt to see it empty, and 
to hear that Jesus wa� alive again ! They had 
watched while Joseph laid the precious body 
there, with so much care ; and now they 
had seen with their mortal eyes the place 
where the Lord had lain. The angel who 
rolled away the stone had shown it to them. 
Then he said to the women, Go quickly, 
and tell His disciples that Jesus is risen. 
He goes be± ore you into Galilee ; there you 
vvill see Him. They went out quickly from 
the sepulchre with fear and great joy. They 
ran to bring the good news to the disciples ! 
As they were running-their hearts so full of 
that wonder£ ul message-who do you think met 
them ? Jesus Himself ! He had seen all their 
devoted love to Him. He knew all they said and 
thought about Him, and He said, I will show 
Myself to those simple women. They do not 
know much about My great thoughts and plans, 
but they love much, and they shall be 1.he first 
to see Me. He said to them, Hail ! They 
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came and fell at His feet and worshipped Him. 
Jesus was that same Jesus vvhom they knew so 
well. He said to them, Fear not ; but go, 
bring word to 1\1:y brethren, that they go into 
Galilee ; there they shall see Me. Did the 
women say: Who are Your brethren, Lord ? 
No. Jesus had said, He that does the vvill of My 
Father, he is My brother, clnd sister, and mother. 
The angel called them His disciples, but Jesus 
called them His brethren. It \Vas women who 
carried the message : Jesus is alive again, and 
He calls you all His brethren. Afterwards, 
when those disciples spoke of those who loved 
Jesus, they always called them the brethren. 
While the women were going to Jerusalem to 
tell the disciples, others were going the same 
road. The poor frightened soldiers, vvho were 
made to watch all night by the tomb to make 
sure that Jesus did not come out of it, feared 
for their lives, lest they should be punished 
for letting Jesus go ! They went to the 
priests and told them all the wonderful things 
that had happened, so that even the soldiers 
were witnesses that Jesus was r-isen ! Did the 
chief priests believe in Jesus then ? Oh, no. 
Jesus had said, Neither will they belie\Tc though 
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one rose from the dead. Their hearts were 
hardened, and they took counsel together how 
to get out of the difficulty. Then they thought of 
money. The only power the world has is the 
power that money gives, and the Devil always 
uses people who have plenty of money. So 
they said, Let us buy these soldiers ; pay thEm 
not to tell the truth. The soldiers were very 
poor, and they were glad to get some money 
and to do what they were told. So those priests 
told them they would give them a great sum of 
money if they told every one that, instead of 
watching, they had all gone to sleep! And His 
disciples had come by night and stolen Him away! 
How could they know that, if they were fa�t 
asleep ? But the Devil always does say foolish 
things ! Then the priests said, If the Governor 
hears of it we wil1 persuade him; we will not let 
you be punished. So they took the money and 
did as they were taught, and even to this day 
some of the Jews repeat this story. They do 
not see how foolish it was to believe vvhat 
sleeping men supposed had happened. Ho,v 
different the plain truth of God, that Jesus had 
power to lay down His life, and He had power to 
take it again. 
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The eleven disciples vvent out to Galilee. That 
is ,vhere they saw the Great Light, where light 
sprang up for those ·who sat in darkness. They 
\Vent to the mountain where Jesus said He 
,vould meet them. When they saw Him they 
worshipped Him, but some doubted. Jesus 
came near to them, and said, All power has 
been given to lVIe, in heaven and on earth. 
And now go and make disciples of all the Gentile 
nations. They were to show them the great 
light of God's salvation, and to baptize them to 
the name of the Father, and of the. Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. And Jesus said, Teach t];iem 
to observe all things that I have taught you. 
This story began with the wise men who brought 
gifts to Jesus. They were Gentiles, but they 
were wise. They brought gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh, and they worshipped Him who was 
born King of the Jews. The story ends with a 
remnant called out from the rebellious nation of 
Israel; a few who were saved out of it, to follow 
the rejected King-the crucified One, the angel 
called Him. 

Jesus did not go into Jerusalem, where they 
cried out, Crucify Him. They will not _see Him 
again until He comes in glory. He went. out 
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to Galilee, to the mountain where He said He 
would.meet His disciples. Then He gave them· 
a great vvork to do while He was away. They 
were to go out to all the Gentile nations, and to 
make them His disciples, like themselves ; 
they were to teach them and to baptize them. 
That vvas a new thing for the Gentiles. They 
knew what it was to be baptized for a place in 
the kingdoms of the• earth. If a man was 
going to be made a king's councillor, he w2s 
baptized for it. But ·the disciples were to 
baptize them for the kingdom of heaven. 
They were to come under a nevv name, because 
it was a new rule. It was not the name of 
J ehoval1 of . Israel and His servant Moses. It 
was altogether the new thing and the new name 
that Jesus had· come from heaven to make 
known. Jesus revealed the Father, and He vvas 
the Son. The Holy Spirit rested upon Him. 
All thFee appeared when Jesus was baptized by 
John. The disciples were to go and bring the 
Gentiles under that great name of Fathe��, Son, 
a�d Holy Spirit. They were to come into sub­
jection to that name-to be in obedience to the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit of God. '''hat­
ever Jesus had taught His disciples, they ,vere 
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to teach to the Gentiles. God would open the 
door of faith to the Gentiles, that they might 
believe the good news about Jesus. For He 
is God's Salvation for every one who believes in 
Him. Then Jesus said to His disciples, Lo, 
I am with you always, unto the end of the age. 
What vvonderful grace and love He expressed 
in th.ose words. Jesus ·might have said, Those 
disciples all forsook Me when I was in such 
dreadful suffering, and all the suffering vvas for 
them ; how can I have anything more to do 
with them? But Jesus did not say that. He 
loved His own who were in the world, and He 
loves them to the end. No one else could love 
like that ! But Jesus was like no one else. 
Jesus loves out of His own heart because He 
is Love. He does not love us because we are 
nice or good, but because it is in His heart to 
love poor things who do not deserve it. But 
we love Him because God first loved us, and 
He does not despise our little love. He says, 
I am with you all the days and every day 
until the end of this present time. Then He 
will come as King of Glory. He will reign in 
righteousness. Israel will worship Him as their 
ovvn Jehovah in the holy mountain at Jerusalem. 
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God will give Him the Gentiles for an inheritance, 
and the ends o{ the earth for His possession. 
Then it vvill be knovvn that God is holy, 2.nd th2.t 
He dwells among the praises of His people 
Israel. Jesus is God's Salvation unto the ends 
of the earth. 

The Father sent the Son, 
A ruined world to �ave ; 
:rvian meted to the Sinless One 

The cross-the grave. 
Blest Substitute from God, 
Wrath's awful cup He drained, 
Laid down His life, and e'en the tomh's 

Reproach sustained. 

The new and living way 
Stands open now to Heaven ; 
Thence, where the blood is �een ahvay, 

God's Gift is given. 
The river of His grace, 
Through righteousness supplied. 
Is flowing o'er the barren place 

\Nhrre Jesus died 1 
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