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LETTERS 

ON 

SUBJECTS OF INTEREST. 

DOCTRINAL. 

Tke Calling and the Servant. 

I \VAS glad to get your letter and, after all the 
perils you have passed through, to learn that 
you are well and hearty. 

It i's truly blessed when the servant cheerfully 
enters into the peculiar trials of his fellows, ex­
perimentally. Ezekiel did so in a very marked 
way, and the servant is ahvays efficient in help­
ing others, ,vhen he has been helped himself. I 
believe ministry is most effective when the min­
ister is ahead of those to who1n he ministers in 
suffering for Christ. In Christendom it is the 
opposite way, the bishop is a lord ! 

I am cheered that your heart has been led to 
seek more light "on the subject of bringing out 
the heavenly man on earth." The more light, or 

4 B 
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rather sight we have, the more extended is our 
field of vision. The same truth which appears 
small and terminable to one, because he can see 
no further, appears to another boundless and 
majestic, because he sees so much, though to both 
it is one and'the same truth. I feel I know very 
little of the real testimony which in one line I 
may define, as reproducing or expressing here 
the Man Christ Jesus, whom the world rejected, 
but whom God exalted; expressing Him here in 
the very place where He was rejected. This 
could not be done but by His body. The body 
is the fulness of Christ. All the saints that were 
ever on the earth could not as units represent 
Christ as His body only can. 

Hence if the mystery, that is, what the Son of 
God is to the saints now-their veritable Head, 
is unapprehended in power, there cannot be any 
idea of what it is to represent Him here. 

John xvii. shews what is His heart for His 
own, entirely independently of what we are. In 
fact our blessed Lord, in that chapter, keeps His 
eye absolutely on His own heart, and pours out 
His desires, unaffected or uninfluenced by our 
state. 

This will be answered surely on the earth by 
the bride coming do\vn out of heaven from God, 

, 

and is answered now as there is in any of us a 
coming down from heaven. It is plain we must 
get there first, before we can co1ne from there. 
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This latter you have in Ephesians. \Ve are raised 
up together and 1nade to sit together in the 
heavenlies in Christ. The place is the point, and 
the Person the means. Now as united to Him­
the glorified Man, we are, according to God's call­
ing, to grow up unto Him in all things, who i� 
the Head; and hence, a manner of life is to ensue, 
quite beyond any we had known of before. This 
is the real point of difficulty to accept or to 
understand. Our blessed Lord ,vhile on earth 
confined Himself gen�rally to the humbling, 
which He bowed to when He became a man. If 
He were out of it for a moment, and said, "Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" 
He readily yielded, and was subject to His parents. 
He set forth divine beauty in the details of daily 
life, in flesh and blood ; He ,vas ever a N azarite. 

· He set forth God in the Man, but entered not
into natural joys. He. was ·a man of sorro'\vs, the
entirely dependent man, the one ,vho supplies
grace to us, who feed on Him through His death,
for all our daily trials.

But He is now glorified; He is not now
straitened ; and it is as He is now, that the
church is united to Him; and it is as He is now,
that we are to represent Him on earth, where He
has been rejected .. He has, blessed be His name,
been in my circumstances; and as I feed on Him,
He gives me His grace to walk in my o,vn
circumstances. This is shnple enough; but as
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unite<l. to Him, I am in His circumstances, and I 
am empo,yered through this union, to act for Him 
independently of flesh and blood, and my 
own circumstances ; alitd here is the co1"n of the 
land. 0£ course, there is no higher walk here 
than as He walked, but it is possible now, through 
the power that worketh in us, to rise above all 
human feelings, as Stephen had done, and thus 
magnify Christ in my body by life or by death. 
And here I believe Ep�esian practice comes in, 
and is in every way superior to the practice of 
the wilderness man. 

The practice of the heavenly man is of the 
highest order; it has no lower standard than 
what Christ is.

If it be love, it is Christ's love as an offering 
to God. If it be a man's love to his wife, it is as 
Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it. 
It is as He is now, and not merely as He was. 

I think I have now opened my mind very 
freely to you; you encourage me. As to Phil­
ippians iii., it describes the heavenly pilgrim. 
The corporate always resolves into the individual, 
otherwise it would be a mere theory, but the in­
dividual does not ascend to the corporate; that is 
not the way of the .truth except in learning it. 
I see great importance in the name Christ in 
Philippians. If you have not got hold of the body, 
you cannot be individuaUy in the current of God's 
mind. 
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I hope I am not making my letter too long, 
but yours is so interesting I cannot forbear 
ans,vering it in detail. I quite feel with you 
"that many are born mechanically as it were into 
the current of divine activity." I am satisfied 
that the many who have broken away from the 
true ground are, as they allege, on the same ground 
as ever they were. I believe that many brethren,. 
so called, embraced the truth of 1 Corinthians 
xii. 12, 13, the responsibility side of the one body,
and really were glad to meet one another in this
beautiful bond, who all the time had not the
truth of the mystery ; that is, that the Son of God
is the Head ; for when a question of discipline

_ arose, the beauty of the bond gave way to the 
duty of the bond; and as they did not realise 
Christ's place as all pow_erful to carry out His 
own mind and pleasure in the church, they 
eollapsed, and in terms and acts denied the 
responsibility of the body, or rather the body 
itself. 

It is a remarkable fact, that independency ,vas 
the cause of the first division at Plymouth, and 
it is the same in the late one. Many fled from 
connection with Bethesda because of the bad 
doctrine, and· not because of the independency, 
and they, I doubt not, are subjected to the same 
test now. 

You touch on a very sad feature of the times 
when you speak of those who are zealous for 
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right principles, &c., but are in spirit no further 
advanced than members of the sects. It is simply 
intelligence without power, for if there had been 
power, it would have shewn itself in the holders. 
of it first; as a candle must be lit in order to im­
part light to another; you will always find that 
those who hear them are like unto them. Reduc­
ing Christianity to a science is most deplorable. 
I believe· there is the divine stream running· 
through the lake a.s it ,vere, and the very vigour­
of it is separating it from the turbid, sluggish 
waters on either side. 

We are not to be discouraged ; God is for us, 
and Christ is above everything-Head. It is plain 
the nearer we approach to the morning star, the­
more suitable we shall become to Christ, like­
Re.bekah when she approached Isaac ; approxima­
tion produces suitability. As to your exercises. 
before God, each one is formed by Him; and 
He is not less forming you now that He bas. 
given you more light and truth; and you must 
remember tha·t all the way it is one tree, or one 
man. His first ways indicate His intentions about. 
you; as I often say-our first circle indicates. 
every circle throughout our course. 

I believe there is intense and unspeakable 
blessing in being detained before the Lord ; it is. 
then one is divinely influenced; all our usefulness 
depends on our feeding on Christ. I do trust the 
Lord is awakening souls to the 1nag�itude. of His. 
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calling. The Lord bless you much in your work 
for Him. We shall be so glad to see you amongst 
us again if it be His will. 

-o-

Ministry. 

No one was ever fitted to help others who 
had not been helped himself. The Lord does not 
instruct us by angels who never have the same 
temptations and deliverances which we have. 

There are two classes of ministry. One by 
the servant who has been preserved from a snare 
by seeing it; another, by one who has escaped 
from it. Every minister of the word derives his 
power from one or the other. The first, doubt­
less, is the higher ministry, and where s01:11s are 
awake, it is very effective; but the latter is 
the most generally acceptable, because as a rule, 
there are more instances of being caught, than 
of being preserved. We all like to hear how 
to escape, and be at liberty again. 

I do trust that the Lord intends great things 
for -- in raising up among the saints there a 
man who has learned in the. dust the exalted 
nature of" the Christ."-the Head in heaven, the 
body on the earth; hence heavenly in all its. sensa­
tions, intuitions, and affections. ·Romanism gave 
up the Head by substituting a man for C11rist's 
vicar. In every failure with (so called) brethren 
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in this time this is the first. The Head is given 
up, while the congregational character is retained. 
That is papery. Sardis recovered the gospel, but 
no chu1

rch. "The truth" revives in Philadelphia.
"Thou hast kept my word and hast not denied my 
name." "Thou hast kept 1ny word;" protestants 
could say that much; but the great revival ,vas 
"my name." Unbounded virtues and divine con­
sequences spring from His name. His name puts 
Him in His place. If there be the gospel with­
out the church, you are sure to work the flesh 
into a coadjutor in service; and ,v hen this is full 
blo,vn, you can carry on christian things by 
human means (the great desideratum of the pre­
sent day) without Christ; and this is Laodicea. 
We are to go on with Christ, thank ·God.· In the 
kingdom of heaven founded on the word, not 
the Holy Ghost, every bulwark of Christianity 
is being surrendered. There is Catholic emancipa­
tion, Jews in Parliament, &c. I have heard that an 
M.P. s�id lately in the House, "You gave up the
Holy Ghost when you emancipated the Roman
Catholics; you gave up Christ when you admitted
the Jews into Parliament, and you gave up God
when you admitted the infidel."

Now concurrent with this retrogression, the 
blessed God has been pleased to revive The Truth 
in th<1 assembly; so that the truth is really there, 
though I admit very feebly held. This I feel, 
that it is an immense responsibility, the simple 
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£act that it has been -committed to us for the 
good of the whole church. 

The bee carries the honey to the hive, it is 
common property ; a wasp would eat it ! The 
latter is isolation. 

-o-

The Lord's Supper and Table. 

THE first great thing to ascertain with regard to 
the Lord's supper is, His own mind in institu­
ting it. It was evidently to be in remembrance 
of Himself in His death. He addressed Himself 
to the eleven so thoroughly bound in heart to 
Him. It ,vas a request which each heart there 
most eagerly responded to. To remember Him 
was the paramount £ eeling in their hearts. He 
asked those who were most willing to accede 
to His request. · 

A sense of His love would be engendered in 
us, as the remembrance of Himself in death £ or 
us was revived to our hearts. His love led Him 
to give up for us all things that He ,vas divinely 
and rightly entitled to as a man here; and the 
m�re this love, and the manner of it, comes be­
fore our hearts, the more are we attached to Him, 
and in heart dissociated from all that He sur­
rendered for us. I would not call it a command; 
I feel I am asked by Him to do what my heart 
delights to accede to. The request is addressed to 

I 
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loving hearts, and hence the deeper and the fuller 
1ny remembrance of Him, in the hour ,vhen 
His love came out most fully, the more I am 
attached to Him. I do not say that I bind my­
self to think of nothing but His death. It is 
His death which dra,vs my heart to Himself in 
this very special way, which results in the re­
sponsibility ·which the table expresses. The supper 
leads me into His great love for me, and the table 
is my answer to it. 

The remembrance of my Saviour in death for 
me, so affects me, that He is then more then ever 
be£ ore my heart in the depth of His love for me, 
a love which many waters could not quench, and 
I always find that when there is a real effect pro­
duced on me, I am then not so iµuch occupied 
with the work which produced it (though the 
effect must carry with it the nature of the work), 
as with. the One who did the work; and hence 
I believe the corn of the land accompanies the 
$Upper, or follows it rather, as in the land, and 
as it did in John x1v., which surely is the corn 
of the land, or Christ in glory. Confining the 
mind to the mere act of Christ's death, though 
that be the door by which ,ve enter into this 
new region; would be limiting me to that which 
produces an effect, and would not leave room 
for the range and scope into which the effect 
would lead me. Because when I enter.by fresh 
remembrance of His death into His love for me, 
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I feed on Himself in death and in glory ; and I

am in full purpose of heart to be identified with 
His death here, ,vhich is the table side. It is the 
very sense of enjoying Him in glory, to which I

reach afresh, in :remembrance of His death, that 
prepares me, in heart and taste too, to have 
the fellowship of His death here. I walk along the 
Jordan, but on the heavenly side of it. Thus 
death and glory are mine ; glory where He is, 
and death where He was. As I recall His death, 
I am rene-wed in His love to rise to Himself 
where He is, (the corn of the land) and I am 
prepared for the grave responsibility ,of being 
identified with His death in the place w-here He 
died for me. 

-o-

The Scope of God's Grace. 

WHEN we read the epistles to the Romans and to 
, 

the Ephesians carefully, we cannot but see the 
difference between where the gospel places us on 
earth, and where the knowledge of the mystery 
puts us. In Romans I am a justified man going on 
to glory, fulfilling (because ,valking in the Spirit) 
the righteous claims of the law-all that God 
had required of a man, magnified in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hence such an one presents his 
body a living sacrifice, and serves according to 
the gift given to him of God, known by t�e 
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measure of faith. As a Christian, he is· hated by 
the world; so that he might be killed here. "For 
thy sake we are killed all the day long." There 
is nothing of the mystery in all this, though no 
one could walk in the truth of the mystery if 
he had not all this ; I am through grace as much 
an Ephesian saint as I am a Roman saint; but I 
must be the lesser, or I could not be the greater. 

In Romans I am a delivered one on the earth, 
walking in the life of Christ, by the Spirit dwell­
ing in me. In Ephesians I am a member of the 
body of Ch1"ist, united to Him ,vho is the Head 
in heaven, and a member of His body set there 
where He is, by the same po,ver that placed Him 
there. The power that put us there, works 
in us here (see Eph. iii. 20), and now I am 
not only a justified man going on to glory, but 
I am united to the exalted Man; and in His 
power I am an expresston of Him where He has 
been rejected. The body of the exalted Man is 
down here on the earth, to grow up unto Him 
in all things, "until we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure . of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ." 

.Now we are opposed, not only by the power 
of Amalek, who cut off !he weak ones, but the 
,vhole subtlety of Satan is arrayed against us, 
in order to prevent our being in heavenly beauty 
down here. Satan cannot deprive us of our 
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heavenly position, but he tries to prevent our 
carrying it out. 

This i� the scope of the grace given to us 
in the whole, though we grow into it in part. 
The only ,vay to grow is to be conscientiously 
true to ,vhat ,ve do see. "To him that hath 
shall more be given." The more separate I am 
from the world, and the less I am conformed to 
it, the less am I ,varped, and the better I can 
"prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God."' Every true heart knows 
his o,vn world. My world may not be the world 
to you. Music is one man's world; painting, 
another man's world; politics, another's; riches, 
another's; his family, another's; and so on. What­
ever is most difficult to you to surrender is your 
world ; and as you advance, according as you 
seek separation to God, you have to separate from 
,vhat you are most bound by, for it is that which .. 
influences you most. It may be a very paltry 
thing. Isaac was warped by his son's venison. 
Peter wanted to stand well ·with those who came 
from James. 

The Lord give you to see the whole scope of 
His grace, and give you grace to lay aside every 
hindrance, dealing honestly and truly ,vith the one 
next to you; as they say in the country, "cutting 
the gad next the throat." Many occupy them­
selves with the branches instead of with the 
root. The root is the seat of the evil, and the 
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Spirit of God ahvays leads us to it. The Lord 
be with you and bless you much. 

-o-

Our New History. 

As to the beginning of Christianity, until Christ 
had brethren, and the Holy Ghost had come, it 
-could not have begun. Then peace and life came
out O!}. the first day of the week. He became a
man, vindicated God in flesh and blood, and
when entitled to glory, turned from it to die;
and having borne the judgment on us, He ,vas to
God a sweet-smelling savour. Here our new bis­
iory on the earth begins. He ,vas alone before ;
He has now many brethren. The trouble at
-- all springs, in my judgment, from separat­
ing the burnt offering from the sin offering,
Christ was both. The sin offering is my side.
-the burnt offering God's side. God sent Him to
·fulfil both. I have escape through one; I have
-l!,Ccess to God in the other. Righteousness was
not God's motive. The throne was· established
by righteousne_ss, but it was not God's motive.

God's motive was love; and even when. Adam
fell it was not righteousness ,vhich swayed the
blessed God, but love ; a determination to restore
Adam, and r�lieve him from his degradation.
Love is-God's motive; and hence when sin lay in
the way, and obstructed His love, He sent. His
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Son to establish righteousness, that His love 
n1ight have a perfect ground for its activity. 
Righteousness was a means· to an end. The 
-sinner has to get to God in righteousness; that
is the sin offering, and no further does the book
of Common Prayer go. Justice asks no more.
The burnt offering gave full vent to the heart of
God. The veil was rent from 1within. Now if I
do not begin in the nearness in which love places
me, I never can understand anything fully. I
never can see my relationship to Christ clearly,
if I do not see that He by His ,vork has placed
me on His own level. If there be any imper­
fection in my apprehension of the gospel, there
is sure to be a still greater misapprehension of
my place in the church-the body of Christ. If
I were not as He is, as an individual, that is, of
His life and nature, surely I could not be suitably
united to Him. I am of His life and nature
before I am united to Him. It is all Christ;
-0ld things have. passed away, all is of God, .
.and Christ is everything and in all.

-o-

Answers to Inquiries-In Christ. The Father's 

. · House, &c. 

As to your first question, the rapture 1nust in­
-elude all saints, and not merely the church; and 
this fact would not be the less consoling to the 
Thessalonians. 
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Next: in Christ, must be determined by the 
context. In Christ, in John, is nature; in Romans, 
it is the new headship; and in Ephesians it is the 
means by ,vhich I am in heavenly places. It 
does not say union, but there, it is by union that 
I a1n in Him; and it is not in Him as the repre­
sentative Man, but as members of His body. All 
saints raised up together, but exhibiting His 
beauty here corporately. I am, blessed be His. 
name, to know myself as raised up, and made 
to sit there, as truly and as absolutely. as I 
know that His blood has washed away my sins. 
One is as much done for me by the blessed God 
as the other. If I do not know the po-wer to set 
me there, I have not the power to maintain His 
beauty here; and this is the real importance of 
knowing where the grace of God has placed us 
corporately. 

Lastly, as to the Father's house; Luke xv. is a 
parable, and conveys the grace of the gospel, and 
what the converted soul enjoys. In Jewish lan­
guage the pr.odigal would have come from the 
"far country" ( which would be even one yard 
outside the Holy Land) into the Holy Land. 
But Christianity opens the Father's house to the 
prodigal, and not the land at all. This was the 
new thing where the "great supper" ,vas held. 
Now the Holy Ghost comes down from the glori­
fied Saviour, and delights my heart ,vith the 
comforts of the Father's house, and not with the 
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blessings of the land. This is the gospel; but 
in the church, as :united to Christ, I am brought 
to "that favoured hour, ,vhen toil shall all be 
o'er." This is the difference between the gospel 
and the church. The deep assurance of the joy 
made knQwn to me, far beyond Exodus xv., is the 
gospel; and in the �hurch, as raised up, and in 
heavenly places in Christ, I am where the grapes 
grow. 

One word more. I think "accepted in the 
beloved" very different from "in Christ." We-are 
this moment accepted in the Beloved, but all the 
Jull consequences of that acceptance have not 
come to pass yet. I am this minute heir of God, 
and joint-heir with Christ,· but I have not con1e 
into all the gain of it yet. I am sure the best 
way to counteract opposition is to confine oneself 
.to passages which distinctly state our present 
union with Christ. For instance, if the church 
,be His body and if He be its Head noiv, I should 
not attempt to prove union, any more than I 
:should stultify myself by proving to any one 
that my head was really united to my body, or 

· that my body was united to my head. The fact
-of the relationship proves union, because the re­
.lationship could not subsist· ,vithout union; and
·the vain endeavour (unintentionally I could fully
.admit) is to set aside the mystery, which is
·God's first interest; and this has been successfully
.accomplished for many centuries, even the most

C 
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pious lending a hand to it. The truth of the 
mystery discards and ignores everything of the 
first man; upholds and confines itself absolutely 
to everything of Christ; and thus the body com­
pletes Him, is His fulness, and displays His 
beauty. 

-o-

Faith the Gift of God. 

THE doctrine about faith that is in circulation 
around you is not a new one, it is a heresy of old 
standing. It springs from the desire in the human 
heart to be able to do something for oneself. It 
is a Satanic subterfuge, when the conscience must 
own that works cannot save the soul, and that 
salvation is only through faith, to attempt to 
make faith man's own work, and that having 
faith in Christ is the same as having faith in 
Napoleon. Faith in Napoleon affects me as to 
my intellect. Faith in Christ effects for me the 
greatest revolution ever known, translating my 
soul from darkness to light, and from the pO'wer­
of Satan unto God. Can man effect this great. 
alteration, for it is not a reformation but a trans­
formation? Can man acquire by himself, or does 
he possess this great power ? 

There is always God's power with faith in 
God's word. If you believe man's ,vord you 
have only the ,vorth of what you believe, but. 

•
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,vhen you believe God's word you believe in God, 
and this could not be but by the power of Go4. 
How could man reach up to God but by His 
power ? "Who hath believed our report and to 
,v hom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? Faith 
and power go hand in hand. Man fell when he 
turned away from God in unbelief ; when he 
pleases God it is proof that a divine light has 
entered bis soul ; he believes that He is, and that 
He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him. 

The believer lays hold of what God in His 
nature requires. Therefore Abel offered the first­
ling of his flock, and the fat thereof. Faith in 
God is a true apprehension of God with relation 
to me at the moment, and surely this must be 
from God, and not from sin£ ul man. 

We have an illustration of faith in the noble­
man, in John iv. ; the moment be believed, the 
power of God wrought the cure in his son, though 
miles away from him; so the nobleman "knew 
that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus· 
said unto him, Thy son liveth : and himself be­
lieved, and his whole house." 

Again, all men h
_
ave not faith: the assertion 

that they have is a false assertion, uttered in order 
to place a man's salvation in his own power. 
True, man is responsible to believe in God, but 
the fall is that he has turned away from God, 
and is at en1nity against Him. Gou commands 
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every man to repen�; the law was given to dis­
close the inveterate opposition of man's heart to 
God; he was proved by it to be a sinner; all must be 
lost if God did not compel the prodigal by one 
1neans or other to come in. .Look at the t,vo 
thieves on the cross. The one had faith; the 
Saviour was manifested to him there, and then ; 
,vhile in the other·there was no faith, though he 
could reason well, and had heard enough to kno-\v 
that Christ was no ordinary person. 

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. It is by divine power that man 
believes the word of God. His power is in His 
,vord. Who ever believed it that did not know 

. His pow�r in it ? It is the incorruptible seed, the 
,vord of God that liveth and abideth for ever. 

The Lord preserve you from these workings of 
the n1ind, "Thich is at enmity ,vith God. 

-o-

The Corn of tha Land and the Manna. 

THE corn of the· land is Christ in glory ; the 
1nanna, the life of Jesus on the earth up to glory. 
If you feed on Him in glory where God has set 
Hiin, you are empowered by Him to act for Him_ 
in superiority to everything. Here He humbled 
Himself. He is not humbled no,v; He is glorified. 
He is not limited to the compass of man, and to 
maintain for God therein ; that ,vas manna; now 
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He is far above all principality, &c. Head over all 
things to the church. This is the corn of the 
land. It ,vas contended that we feed on the corn 
of the land in order to be here as He ,vas here ; 
that is, that we feed on the corn of the land · 
to reach to manna. I do not think this is the. 
full truth; though it is quite true that if I feed 
on Qhrist in glory I shall by Him be in His 
grace, or manna here. Paul began above, �nd 
hence had His grace all the way down. I believe 
he had more than the manna, that he had the 
corn of the land, ancl that the corn of the land is 
more than Christ ,vas do,vn here. For instance, He 
is Head of the church now; He was not so down 
here. If I know Him as Head, I feed on the corn 
of the land; not on ,vhat He was down here, but 
what He is no,v; but I do not lose what He was 
do"rn here, by knowing Him in glory ,v here He 
is now. Of course I cannot walk down here 
beyond what He ,vas do,vn here, but as I am in 
the power of my union with Him in glory, I am 
empowered by Hi1n to be superior to all human 
considerations, in order to act here for Him, as 
Stephen did. There is not a practical thing in 
Ephesians which could be derived from manna 
simply; and yet manna was par excellence in the 
eye of God. It was the Son glorifying God in the 
form of the man who had dishonoured �ill?-, vin­
dicating God in that form. But no,v He is exalted, 
and we are united to the glorified Man. And I am 
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empowered by Him to do greater things now, and 
things which could not have been done before. 
We are seated in heavenly places now, which 
could not be ,vhile He was down here. How 
could we keep the unity of the Spirit while He 
,vas down here ? This can only be done through 
His p'resent power, or the corn of the land. How 
could I grow up unto Hiin in all things,. &c., 
while He was down here ? That is not what He 
1was-the manna, but what He is. How could I
put on the new man until I ,vas of the new man ? 
and no one could be that until after He rose fron1 
the dead. Where are the gifts but from ascen­
sion ? Ho,v could I love as He did until after 
He had offered Himself to God ? I cannot do 
anything right here without the manna ; it is 
His sympathy and present support; I cannot do 
without Him as manna ; but as I know Him above, 
Ile leads me to rise above all my own circum­
stances here for Him in His o,vn power. " Be 
strong in the Lord and in the po"rer of his mio·ht." 

, b 

The subject is a very interesting one. Compare 
the practice enjoined in Romans with that en­
joined in Ephesians, and you ,vill see that the · 
practice in the latter is derived from Christ 
above in everything, while the practice in Romans 
is more what a thoroughly gracious n1an could 
render. 

-o-
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Christ's Work one great whole-Learnt in Parts, 

MAY you know well the surpassing greatness of 
His power ! It is a great thing to know the 
power that put Christ in heaven in that place. 
It is not only to know the place, but to know the 
powe1· that put Christ there. If I know the 
po,ver I know ,vhere the power puts Him, or it 
would not be power. He was raised from the 
<lead, from man's lo,vest place, and He is set in 
the highest. We are to know this power _now, a 
1nuch greater thing to us than kno,ving the place, 
because if I knew the place only, I should not be 
anything when not in it, but when I know the 
power, I can reach Him in the place wherever 
I am. 

Christ's work for us is one. By the efficacy of 
His death, He not only �leared us of all that was 
.against us, but He secured· to us the place to 
which ·He has been exalted. We have to learn 
this one great-work in parts, but it is one whole 
,vork. The same work which saYed the thief 
from impending judgment placed him in Paradise; 
!he learned it without a break. You and I must 
learn it one day without a break ; now we are at 
-one or other of the parts of that ,vork.

There are four great parts-two relate to God, 
.and two to ourselves. The blood on the lintel 
:Shelters us from the judgment ; that was Christ's 
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death; but the same death that sheltered me from 
j�dgn1ent was the Jordan, and opened heaven to 
me. True, I did not kno,v it when I first found 
shelter under the blood, yet it was the same 
work. He supplements nothing, nor is anything 
supplemented to His ,vork save the Spirit to 
glorify Him . 
.. Now a very interesting thing occurs. Accord­
ing to the part that I know, I ·am in practical 
life. If I am only sheltered, the one great 
characteristic of my spiritual state ,vill be to get 
clear of the scene of judgment, though that is 
typically Egypt; yet I think it is the judgment 
that the sheltered one is seeking to escape from, 
and not from the world simply as such. When 
the Red Sea is known-Christ's death and resur­
rection, there is a great advance. There is peace; 
the foe is silenced. The Lord hath triumphed 
gloriously. The morning of the resurrection is 
enjoyed. There is justification, and it is the joy 
of the ne-w. position ,vhich then characterises the 
one who has entered into it. The song therefore 
leads on into God's habitation. The work God-·

'ward is done to secure this. 
But now come t,vo other parts of the death of

Christ ; one, the brazen serpent, in which I learn 
that I am dead to sin, and in liberty in Christ's 
life ; and the other, Jordan. Having died with 
Him, I am dead to the world, and seated in

heavenly places in Him. I am across the Jordan. 
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In Numbers xxi., when the wilderness is over,.

I am entering on a new start; I learn that I am 
free from ·the law of sin and death in the life of 
Christ; and I have the water, given of God 
(verse 16) to sustain me in it. This is a great 
part of the work or death of Christ; for we 
believe that "if we be dead-with him, we shall 
also live with him." This is liberty, and the­
charact�ristic of the one here, is the greatnes� of 
life; while, when across the Jordan, it is more 
using God's power in testimony, maintaining 
that you are a heavenly man. Christ's work 
assured and effected the last at the same moment 
that He did the first. I think the third is a very 
interesting stage. Christ's life in all its great and. 
beautiful details engrosses us; it is ours; and I 
suppose it is here that the sympathy of His heart 
is known ; and here your heart is daily more 
attracted to Him. We do not lose the know ledge­
and sense of the previous parts by advancing 
to the others ; nay, we are confirmed and 
deepened in th�m. 

-o-

The Completeness of the Work of Christ. 

As to -- he is quite mistaken ; he confines the 
work of Christ too exclusively to the sin offering. 
Christ embraced every offering. In one offering 
He surpassed each and all. 
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The simpl6 thing to lay hold of is Christ's 
work. This ,vork deter1nines my standing. 
,vhere His work puts me-a believer, there I am. 
This is a great point. The thief on the cross got 
the b�nefit of Christ's work without any break. 
From th� deepest departure to the highest eleva­
tion," To-day shalt thou be ,vith me in Paradise." 
That was the effect of the work, and_ that accord­
ingly "ras his standing. The work of Christ 
em braces the beginning and the end ; of course 
it ·does; or it would not be finished. There must 
be an end as well as a beginning. Out of Egypt, 
and in the land, out of the far country, and in
the . Father's house; as you get in figure in 
Exodus xxiv.; the blood shed, and heaven in 
sight. · Hence our blessed Lord begins with the 

finish of His work to the woman of Samaria, and 
He calls His work there, Gocl's work. "I have 
meat to - eat that ye know not of, my meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me and to finish 
his work." 

There are four aspects of the death of Christ 
from Egypt to Canaan. 

The blood on the lintel. 
- The Red Sea (these are Godward).

The brazen serpent, and
The Jordan, (which are our side personally).
Christ did all in one death, in one stroke as I

1µight say. Thus all the offerings were at one 
and the same time. I do not learn them without 
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a break, but they were done without a break ; 
and the good of this work is assured to me with­
out a break. 

The blood of the bullock on 'the day of atone-
1nent gave God liberty to have the high priest 
and his house inside the veil ; and the blood of 
the goat, sprinkled on the mercy seat, gave God 
liberty to send forth from within Melchisedec, to 
bless Israel outside. The same blood gives the 
blessed God liberty to do two very different 
things-to put two companies of believers in 
totally different standings. The blood is the 
same, but the blessed God blesses each company 
as His grace leads Him; one inside, within the 
veil ; and the other outside, or in earthly places. 
It was the one blood in Christ, but there were 
t,vo bloo�s in the type, to mark the difference of 
effect. 

-o-

The House and the Body. 

YOUR difficult,y is, I apprehend, no unco1nmon 
one, namely, to distinguish between the house 
and the body. 'ro begin then, · the house can 
have in it bad building, the body cannot. Christ's 
building in the house is good building, and every 
living stone in the house, or assembly-the 
house aspect, is a mem her of His body. Every 
baptized person is in tl).e house; only the Spirit­
baptized person is in the body. 
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The house is in ruin. The faithful are called 
to follow righteousness, &c., with then1 who call 
on the Lord out of a pure heart. When it is so, 
a corner of the house is kept clean for the Lord. 
"Holiness beco1neth thy house, 0 Lord, for ever." 
The body is on the earth, but not 1naintaining 
the unity of the Spirit. 

The house aspect of the assembly is spoken of 
in the first nine chapters of � Corinthians, and in 
the Hebre-ws. The faithful in the house, led of 
God, are gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and they, breaking bread together, are on 
the ground of the one body (because the one 
loaf) of which Christ is Head. .At the same time 
they refuse to· admit any one to the table in any 
way disqualified for the Lord's presence. When 
discipline in the house is in question, the Lord is 
o,vned; ,vhen it is edification for mutual ble�sing, 
it is Christ the Head who is before us. Each one 
in his individual capacity ans-\vers to the Lord in 
God's. house. 

The true course of action at ·this time is, that 
every saint should look out £ or those ,v ho call 
on the Lord out of a pure heart ; and all such, 
g;athered to His name, He in the midst of then1, 
act according to His pleasure in the assembly, 
and are nourished and cherisl1ed by Him through 
the instrumentality of gifts, &c. Every professor, 
even though genuine, if disqualified by his con­
duct, is refused at the Lord's table. Every 
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believer has a rright to a place there, and I deny 
the one body if I ref use him his place, unless dis­
qualified by his conduct; and any one at the 
table acting unfitly for the Lord, we are bound to 
put a,vay from amongst us, though we cannot 
no,v put any one outside the house, seeing that it 
has become even more extensive than the king­
do1n of heaven. P�rhaps when you weigh care­
fully the above, your difficulty may in some 
measure be solved. If I can help you, kindly 
write again. 

-o-

Communion of Christ's Death. 

WHEN the Lord was on earth, there ,vas nothing 
.ever enjoined on man, by God, that He did not 
scrupulously fulfil. He respected fully every 
•ordinance of His, with regard to the first creation,
.as He was called in it. But He died out of it.
He gave His body to be broken, and His blood to
be shed, and though He will hereafter resume
,connection with this old creation, yet never again,
.as being in the flesh or of that order. We no,v,
as His body on earth, enter into communion with
Him as He left the earth. We, as it were, find
,ourse] ves in spirit apart from everything here
,vith Him, in communion, calling Him to remem­
llrance, at the moment in whi�h He died for us.
In this communion, ,ve are outside ourselves, as

men; and we present our union, as His body, in
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the one loaf, on earth, ,vhere He died for us. · lb

becomes the highest and dearest place to our 
hearts, to be here as He left it; to be the con­
tinuation in 1nemory of Himself, and by com­
m union of His blood, we discern His body, 
because His death occurred here. Thus we re­
member Him, and find it the moment when our 
souls pass away from all here, in company and 
association ,vith Him, not in His life in glory, 
but we recall Him on earth, as He left it, and 
died out of it for us. This is our gr�nd expres­
sion here. But on earth, in our course here, we 
go on respecting every ordinance of God, and from 
God. We, through grace, make the old creation 
to answer to every divine ordinance, which it 
never had done before, because of the weakness 
of the flesh. The believer's body is now the 
temple of the Holy Ghost, and every relation­
ship or position enjoined by God, on the first 
man, is maintained according to God through 
the grace of God in us, which necessarily respects 
,vhat is required of God, in every vessel in which 
it is deposited. 

-o-

Faith-Healing. 

THE first error in the so-called faith-healino-
people, is that they put sin and sicknesses on the 
same footing. They say that the work of Christ. 
clears us of our sins. He bare our sins in his. 
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o,vn body on the tree-that He also bare our 
sicknesses-that is, that He bore each alike. N o,v 
if this is true our sins could come back ori us 
again; for it is evident our sicknesses come back 
to us again. Her� is their first unsoundness. 
They put no difference between sins and sick­
nesses. 

Next, they entirely overlook the discipline of 
the Lord with regard to the body. The body 
is the Lord's. He has washed away all our sins, 
but the body is His-His vessel, or channel for 
His service here; and He disciplines it, when it 
is acting in self will. "For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." 
And when we are faithful, He allows us to suffer 
in the body, if not by persecution, by other suffer-. 
ing, for our profit. "We who live are alway 
delivered unto death." Surely that is bodily pain. 

Thirdly. These people misapply scripture as 
to prayer, in order to produce· results which will 
signalise themselves. They are seeking for 
evidences of God's favour and countenance. 

The scripture is plain that, " If two of you shall 
agree on earth concerning any matter, whatever 
it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to 
them from my Father who is in the heavens. 
For where two or three are· gathered together 
unto my name, there am I in the midst of thc1n." 
The praying here clearly refers to something 
which the Lord approves of; and scripture also 
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implies that those who pray are gathered to His 
name,.and that He is there. I quite approve of 
pr�yer meetings of this kind, and have been 
.at two or three of such, with marked blessing; 
but there it is not unconditional, as the faith­
healing people assert; but conditional in a very 
special way. There is first an agreement between 
two. It is not prayer for every case of sickness, 
.as if it were a board of physicians, but a case 
as to which some two had previously agreed; 
.and next, of the deepest importance, that they 
were gathered together unto the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Faith-healing in its syst�m professes to effect 
,cures in every case of sicl�ness where there is 
faith in the invalid, and this must be so when it 
is assumed that a case of illness is evidence that 
there is not faith there. Thus Timothy with a 
weakly body must have been, according to them, 
Jacking in faith. It is clear in James v. 14, that 
the praying is not promiscuous, but limited to 
the "elders," and the answer depends on their 
faith. In the matter of sin, any one can pray for 
his brother, unless it be a sin unto death. "I do 
not say that he shall pray for it." (1 John v. 16.) 
The faith-healing system is like a board of health. 
Every one can apply; there is no exercise about 
each case before the Lord. The Lord is not the 
one who counsels the prayer. Paul thanks God 
that he remembers Timothy in his prayers. 
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Ministry, Negative and Positive. 

I HAVE laid my hand on your last letter and have 
read it over again. I fully go with it. I agree 
that a negative ministry will not do; and truly 
the negative is not effective, but in proportion as 
the positive has been presented and accepted. 
The reason for pressing the negative so much in 
this day: arises from the fact, that the positive is 
supposed to be known. It has been accepted in 
terms. If really accepted, how can such and such 
a thing be retained? here comes in the negative, 
as enjoining consistency ,vith the positive, re­
ceived and acknowledged. I heartily wish there 
,vas more of the ministry of C}lrist you speak of; 
that cannot be unless one be fresh and full of the 
subject oneself. It generally marks a declining 
state to be more occupied ,vith it, as with one's 
health ,vhen impaired, than with the course and 
vigour of life. 

The ministry now, I feel, should be of a pro­
phetic character, the secrets of the heart made 
known. Prophets came in to recall the people to 
their privileges ,vhich they had despised, and to 
interest them in the future. But no one is ready 
for a future who is defective in the present. Tho 
true effect of a future is to prepare for it in the 
present, or the future has no moral claim upon 
1ne. I am often afraid in presenting positive 
truth that one must have omitted some part of it

' 
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or there would have been a greater effect pro­
ducec

f

on every· one hearing it and accepting it. 
l\iir. D-- ,vas commending John Newton th�. 

ot�er day, because he was never pleased with a 
sermon unless it had made the congregation angry. 
I feel the edge must be sometimes blunted, for 
souls do not seem to be much altered, though they 
admit they have seen and accepted some of the 
greatest truths in terms. I believe the mere ex­
l)osition of scripture, what you call intelligence, 
-·-the result of the exposition, has tended to
damage. s�uls. The soul never imbibes the truth
in living power but as it requires it. The tadpole
<loes not get legs until he is ready for·them, then
lie gets them, and he co1nes out of the water in a
new power, and with very pronounced new tastes;
and except at seasons, or being £ orced, seldom
returns to his old ele1nent.

I have come to one conclusion, and it is a 
humbling one, that n1y teaching can never pro­
duce an effect on another beyond the effect it has 
produced on myself. 

-o-

Valour for the Truth. 

I A:\l glad that you have looked to me in your 
difficulty. The Lord grant that I may in some 
degree help you. My con1fort is-" Them that 
honour me I will honour." If you stand simply 
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for the Lord and His truth, you will be 111ore 
than conqueror.- · It is- consideration for-a person 
or persons ,vhich has muddled the spiritual eye­
sight in every instance. The man ,vho does not 
kno,v his mother's son in his valour for the 
truth, not only saves himself but those ,vho hear 
him. Psalm xviii. up to verse 19 is pure grace. 
Fron1 verse 20-29 all depends on our righteous­
ness. Verse 29-36, God is on your side ; verse 
37, all your enemies are consumed. The Lord 
first, and then His own. 

In my experience, in each division which has 
occurred, there ,vas no difficulty to one who had 
the Lord, according to His right, simply/before 
him. The independency at Plymouth n1any did 
not testify against, until the evil doctrine can1e 
to light. I question if any ,vho separ�ted 
sin1ply on the ground of the doctrine, have ever . 
been quite established. There were nurnerous 
eompanies in Ireland before the division; as many 
.as thirteen in the county T. There is hardly one 
there now. They could not break the social tie 
bet-ween then1. They ,vere for a brotherhood. 
The social tie is very strong there; they felt that 
Christianity strengthened it; and so it does, 
'\vhen Christ is the �entre and source of it. But 
ii: He be not, what th ell ? 

There is no stumbling nor hesitation ,v hen 
there is in the soul a paramount sense of ,v hat 
is clue to Christ. When persons are considered 
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for, there is plenty of fickleness and feebleness .. 
If you are decidedly set for the truth, and 
nothing but the truth, refusing to regard the 
person of any, you ,vill succeed beyond your 
utmost expectation, for it is the Lord that. 
fighteth for you : but if you dra,v back. . . . .. 
"·vv e are not of them that dra,v back." 

. The su1n of all I can say to yo�1 is, that if you 
can bear, after all you have l�arned, to hear �he 
,vork of your Saviour, and the 111otives of Gqd 
reduced do,vn to the 1neasure presented in --r

you are neither happy in your soul nor loyal in 
your heart. 

The Lord bless and save you in this evil day. 

-o-

The Body of Christ . 
• 

THE present display in Christendo1n now, as a. 
body, or repreRenting it: so that 111an's eye could 
see it, is your idea of the 1neaning of " manifested 
unity." I do not believe that n1an's eye could 
see the body at any tirne. In·J erusale1n, before the 
mystery ,vas revealed there ,vas a n1anif estecl 
unity. Your o,vn statement, " I know the body 
is on the earth," is the divine citadel fro1n which 
your faith must ,vork and combat the hosts of 
difficulties arrayed against the Christ; and we 
cannot be too Io,vly or too meek in n1aintaining 
the unity of the Spirit, ,Yhich neyer ,vould have 
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been disturbed, but for man's temper; this member 
3ncl that 1nember refusing to be controlled by 
the declared mind of the Head. Any one really 
in the Spirit, owns, according to his light, his 
,corporate responsibility, and though he would 
not clai1n, as you, "to be a representation of the 
body," yet essentially he could not nieet on any 
other ground. If there ,Yere only five members 
-of the body, in any true sense or faith of their
,corporate responsibility, they ,vould 1neet on
that ground, and they ,vould have . the Head
sustaining them, however lacking they were
eorporately. Their faith ,vould help others, and
thus recovery would progress-that which every
joint supplieth.

The Head is ,vhat makes the church ,vhat 
· it is, and this is the thing insisted on in
Colossians. In Colossians i. we have Christ as
Head, and there His pre-eminence is insisted on,
as Head of the body, the church. The nail of
n1y finger is necessary to, and sensibly connected
with my head, though not equal to it; and you
-do not touch it v.1ithont affecting my head. It is
said the damage done to it ,vould be felt by the
hea<l before it ,vas by the finger itself.

Paul does not speak . of the Head in 1
Corinthians; the eye is· there used as an
illustration. " I-lead of every n1an," is very
,different fron1 "Head of the body." There is no
mystery in the first ; the n1ystery is that Christ
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is the one Head of a 1nultitude of believers ; the 
n1embers of His body, ho,vever sn1all, livingly 
connected ,vith Him, as are 1nen1bers of our own 
body. Christ is everything. If you look again 
at Colossians ii. 17, you ,vill, I think, see that 
"'the hotly is of Christ" does not refer to the 
church, that it means the substance is Christ. I 
need hardly say that "the body of the flesh " 
does not refer to the mystery. I do not say the 
body is seen, and I am quite sure the joints and 
bands, the ministry by which _the blessing 
comes from the Head, is internal. In Ephesians, 
the gifted persons were for the edifying of the 
body. 

The more heavenly any one is, the more the 
body is before hin1 for Christ's sake ; so the 
body, in Eph�sians iv. 16, edifies itself eve1--y-

1vhe1·�, not in the · meeting only, as in I 
. Corinthians xii. In Corinthians we have the 
house, whic;i-i is the manifested thing, up to

chapter x. It is responsibility only, and not 
revelation of the n1ystery in Corinthians. 
Nothing about the body in Galatians, nor in 
Peter. As to I Corinthians vi. nothing can be 
plainer than that it is our natural body that is 
spoken of there throughout; you surprise n1e by 
conjecturing anything else. The body is the 
Lord's. In verse 17 it is "he that . is joined to 
the Lord is . one spirit.': The path of the 
assembly here is n1arkcd out by the position 
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and present place of the Lord. He is received 
up into heaven, seated at God's right hand, 
invested with all po,ver. over everything, Head 
to the church. His place determines our place, 
,ve are he�venly because He is heavenly. 

You are looking at Christ as to how man 
treated Him, but not as to the way the Father 
honoured Him. It is with reference to the 
latter that our present path and position are 
determined. He has declared the Father, and 
He. asked the Father to glorify Him. " Glorify 
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." 

I am not looking at a display of the body, but 
I believe in its existence on the earth ; and I am 
sure that any decision arrived at by the Lord, in 
the midst of His o,vn, in any place, is binding on 
the whole of His own in every place. I believe, 
dear brother, that if you look from heaven 
instead of with man's eye, you will regard the 
church-the body of Christ, as His object, and 
His interest on the earth ; and the nearer you 
are to Him, -the :Ilearer ,vill His object, as a 
whole, be to you. 

-o-

God's Love the Origin of the Gospel. 

IT is a misconception of the spirit of the g(?spel 
to say that God had to be reconciled to man. 
God required that there should be a propitiation; 
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but, bless.eel be His nan1e, He provided it Him-
8elf. How it 111ust have arrested the· e·ar of 
John's disciples ,vhen John said, "Behold the 
Lan1 b of God which taketh a,vay. the sin of the 
,vorld." God in· His infinite grace removes the 
distance that sin has caused, and which Cain 
failed to do, though the sin-offering was at the 
door, or at hand. The · sinner. was bound to 
remove the distance, to 1nake restitution for the 
offence he had co111n1itted, but he could not. God 
then repairs the distance from His own side. 
He thus she,ved how He desired to be on terms. 
He could not for ego His holiness, but yet His 
love is so great that He gives His Son, and He 
sets Him forth as a propitiation (a mercy-seat 
really), through faith in His blood. If I had in­
curred the penalty of death for breaking the 
most beautiful work my father had made, surely 
in righteousness I must suffer. But the father 
repairs the broken work through another, be­
cause of his desire that I should be on good 
ter1ns with him. This in a feeble measure 
sets forth what God has done.. l\!Ian, God's 
most beautiful work, has incurred death. God 
cannot forego His righteousness, and man cannot 
repai� the damage he has done. God then in His 
grace· sends His Son. It is now God's Lamb, 
not, as under ·the law, the sinner's Lamb. 

In the prayer-book it is always the latter, the 
sinner pleading Christ's sacrifice to escape fron1 
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the Judge. No sense at all of the Father's love; 
it is only that the sinner can escape from judg­
ment through Christ's blood. Therefore Christ 
is regarded as the sinner's friend, but God only as 
a Judge. There is doubtless this side in the 
gospel, but the other side, the g1·eatest, is left out, 
even that the sending of the Son sprung from 
the love of God. " God so loved the ,vorld, that 
he gave his only-begotten Son." Christ says of 
the sheep; "My Father who gave. them n1e." 
Again, "That he should give eternal life to as. 
n1any as thou hast given him." 

-o-

The Evangelist. 

I. 

AN evangelist receives his gift from an ciscenclecl 
Christ to gather out souls from the ,vorld £or 
the assen1bly, His body. He therefore rejoices 
,v hen a poor sinner has been extricated from the 
grip of Pharaoh, all that terrible power and 
thraldom broken, and the soul delivered from the 
po\ver of Satan unto God. I do not think ,ve 

• are sufficiently sensible of the greatness and
magnitude of conversion. What a sight to seen,
soul drawn out of all the power of Satan· and
the net of Egypt ! There ,vas not a green thing
in all the land of Egypt ; there ,vas darkness that
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might be felt, and there was not a hou�e in which 
there was not one dead. An evangelist, conscious. 
of that which God had done in delivering a soul 
from the house of bondage, ·must have deep 
exercise of heart before God; ·but when he 
knows the mystery of the Head and the body,.

when he kno,vs the pleasure of the Head, because 
of know.ing his own place in that ,vonderf ul 
mystery, with what feelings of unspeakable 
delight must he survey the new-born babe, when 
he reflects on the glorious manhood that awaits 
him-a member of the body of Christ, to the 
apprehension of which another may have the 
privilege to lead him. · The women of Israel 
gloried in a man-child because he might be the 
Messiah, but how much more may the evangelist 
glory in sure certainty that his offspring in the 
gospel is a part of" The Christ." 

II. 
-

AN evangelist having received his gift from the 
Lord· for the benefit of the church, sets to work 
and searches everywhere for the lost pieces (lost 
souls), sweeps the house diligently until he finds 
them according as the Lord directs him. You 
do not appear to seize the nature and scope of 
the Holy Ghost's .action here for Christ. You 
seem, if I do not misunderstand you, to hold,.
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that if the saints do not co-operate with you, and 
invite sinners to come and hear you, you have 
no option but to use 1neans of some kind to 
secure an audience. The evangelist, in my mind

,.

in the first instance ,vorks alone, has an isolated 
service, going out to highways and hedges. This 
is the evangelist proper ; and if he be led by the 
Spirit, he finds the Eunuch or the Ly<lia; he is. 
ever at the disposal of the Spirit of God ; and the 
less he uses or obtains help from terrestrial things

,.

or things of the ,vorld, the better and greater 
his work. A new thing has come in on the earth­
a 1igbt_from God. The Holy Ghost only can open 
eyes to receive or to see that light. If you would 
have that light received ,vithout mixture, or 
leaven of the human element, keep as clear as. 
possible of everything of man. The Spirit uses 
_your voice and real earnestness. Anything "got. 
up " is an offence to Hitn. Satan ,vanted to get 
a share in the ,vork at Philippi. It is often fron1 
the ,vay the gospel is preached that so much 
sorrow and difficulty is entailed on souls before­
they are able to leave the cradle. You must 
work like the wise won1an (Prov. xxxi.), and if 
you do, your works will prove you in the gate. 

I have said so much for the evangelist proper; 
-but I believe in a day like this, the gospel should
be preached in our ro_oms as a. continual thing,.
,vhere the children and domestics may hear the­
gospel, where the inquiring soul may learn the
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truth. At -- three or four hundred attend on 
Sunday evenings without any kind of placards. 
Very many not in fello,vship, really anxious 
i:iouls wanting to know the way of the·Lord more 
perfectly. It has gone abroad that the needy 
·soul would get help there. This I appreciate
much, and this is the character our rooms ought
·to bear.

-o-

Converts and Witnesses. 

Ho,v little one kno,vs or enters into the grand 
Tealities of the ne,v ICO(Fµo� ! This is, I believe, 
a momentous time. We have been, like Israel of 
•old, oppressed by the Philistines in the land.
We have, as it were, to regain possession. vVe
have been merely nominal masters of it. It is a
-grievous anomaly to be nominally heavenly,
while not in heavenly po,ver. Here is our lack,
:a high name ,vith a low practice, heavenly in
name without the practical traits of it. It is a

-strange phenornenon that ,vhen there is a revival,
-even in the true sense, Christians are more
occupied with the winning of souls than with
.standing for Christ the1nsel ves. I believe the
former ,vould not be deficient if the latter
,vere paramount. Recruiting is for the arn1y ;
·the 1nore constant the fighting, the greater
need for recruits ; but to leave the front

\ 
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in order to recruit, is not progress; it is only a 
cover to the conscience. No one ,vas ever yet. 
set for the glory of Christ and the extension of 
His name, ,vho did not rejoice in the con­
version of earnest souls. There never is finer· 
recruiting than in the days of successful battles 
,vith the enemy. There is :fighting, no doubt, to 
,vin a soul ; but it is as one can plant the 
heavenly standard in presence of the foe, that. 
"�e are witnesses for Christ. It is the ,vitness 
that is ,vanted in this day. Every ,vitness is a. 
trophy of. the po,Yer of Christ on the field of 
battle. Without converts ,ve could not have­
,vitnesses; but there are 111any converts ,vho are· 
not ,vitnesses. 



.ECCLESIASTICAL. 

"Watchman, What of the Night ? " 

I SHOULD lik� to hear your forecast, if I may so 
term it, of the state of Christianity. Politicians 
speak of their forecasts, how much better should 
,ve be able to answer the question, " Watchman, 
what of the night?" Surely. we are permitted 
to stand on the watch tower. The same vie,v 
may be granted to each of us, but a vie,v is 
not enough, though it be an exceedingly great 
favour; but the scope of our apprehension 
depends on our power to see, and the goodness of 
the light. Well, in order to provoke a response 
from you, though I have never attempted to 
reduce my judg1nent of the state of things 
spiritually to writing, I shall try to do so to 

.. 

you. 
I begin with the present prospect ,vith regard 

to the gospel. I see that there is everywhere a 
general publication of it, but I judge that there 
is not the same depth in the conversions as 
there had been when it ,vas n1ore privately 
preached and less public; that is, ,vith the 
publicity, much to be desired, there has been less 

I 

I \ 



Lette1·s on Subjects of I nte1"est. 47 

of the Spirit of God; and this feeble ,vork in 
-souls is followed up by the erroneous notiorr,
that holiness is a growth of the old stock, instead
-0f being a practical state consequent on reckoning
the old dead.; our members "servants to right-

. 

eousness unto holiness." The foundation in
souls who are thus converted is very shallow,
and therefore one cannot expect that there will
be strong men from such feeble babes. This is
the gospel work on the largest scale ; but I trust
that many are, on the other hand, insisting on 

justification and deliverance. 
The holiness movement I find obtains where 

there is the desire (unknown to themselves) to 
escape from church truth, the truth which only 
could preserve (see Col.) fro1n religiousness in 
mind or body. The full gospel, through mercy, 
is still with brethren, however divided. There 
1nay be a lack in some as to the height and near­
ness to God, in which the work of Christ places 
the believer, but the great truth of a perfect 

. salvation through His work, remains with them; 
and those who have strayed from the ground of 
the church, are in a way more careful to press 
the gospel in a practical way, as an offset for the 
truth of the church, which has gone from them. 
I believe the great duty of those who through 
grace have been preserved from denying to 
Christ His place in our midst, for that is in­
dependency, is to maintain on every side His
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place; beginning in the asse1nbly, or at least 
first kno,vn there, and r'3aching up to Him as 
Head of His body the church.· It would be vain 
£or one to say that he regarded Christ as Head 
of His body, the assembly, and at the same ti1ne 
deny Him His place in · the midst of His 
gathered people. My feeling is (and I trust I

take it to heart) that ,ve have not presented 
constantly and clearly Christ's side of the 
mystery; I mean Christ as Head as we find in_ 
Colossia.ns. My impression is that we have been 
clear and strong on .the unity of the body, but 
lacking in setting forth the interminable re­
sources because of the Head. -It is ·from His. 
side of the mystery that we can say, "in which 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of kno,v­
ledge." I apprehend that if ,ve . ,vere to visit 
the 1neetings of those who seceded from the true 
ground, it ,vould be found, that while they 
seem very clear about the unity of the body,.

they say comparatively nothing . about the 
Head. In the recovery of the truth, the first. 
part of the truth shewn to dear Mr. D. ,vas the 
Head. 

I believe this difference at -- respecting 
Romans and Ephesians will result in 111uch 
blessing; for 1nany will see a wider distinction 
bet,veen .the1n than they had ever supposed. It 
is remarkable that though the Corinthians had 
the truth of the one body and " the Christ," it
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does not appear that it ,vas fully opened out to 
them; and one could hardly expect it, whell 
they ,vere not fit for the revelation of the 
" things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him." Could any one enjoy the Head in 
heaven who had not entered into the things 
,vhich are above ? Any one really at rest as to 
his salvation, must either rise to the mystery, or
sink to religiousness-giving an undue place to 
the mind and the body-mental and sentimental. 

-o-

The True Priest. 

IN a case of discipline every one is found out. 
The legalist-the Pharisee who seeks reputation 
from the assembly, has only one course for every 
case, and that is excision. The· 1oose and in­
differerit say, in terms, "You wink at me and I 
will wink at you." This is even more destructive 
than the other, and offensive to the Lord. The 
spiritual, the true priest, has but one thing, the 
prosperity of God's assembly, before him. There 
must not be leaven allowed there. If the leprosy 
be deeper than the skin, it is a fretting l�prosy, 
but the spiritual are slow to pronounce that it is
so until it be self-evident. One is contrite and 
abject because continually overcome by the same 

E 
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-evil; he evidently has conscience, but he has not 
judged tp.e root; the act distresses him; and not 
the flesh from which the act springs. The 
spiritual has comparatively easy work with such 
.a case. Another errs continually in the same 
Hne, but with increased cleverness to baffie 
discovery, and when discovered, a greater adroit­
ness in excusing it. In the latter case, the 
question is, Is there any conscience at all ? But 
I feel it is not so much for the wrong-doer we 
.are to consider, " Not for his cause that hath 
done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered 
wrong, but that our care for you in the sight ·of 
God might appear unto you." The saints are 
-defiled by an unreserved association with leprosy. 
"' Have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed/' there i� neither courage nor faithful­
ness to adopt; and thus the "hair," the open de­
monstration of holy separation to the Lord is lost; 
iit does not exist, and many are defiled. Where 
,consideration for myself, directly or indirectly, 
-sways me, and not God's interest at the time, I 
.am sure to be like Aaron, more or less influenced 
by the ·people. Moses was occupied. with God's 
interest, and he can judge for God. · The terrible 
,consequences of unreserved association with 
leprosy· are· so little apprehended, that souls · are 
eontaminated unk�own to themselves ; they are 
betrayed by their lack of sensibility·; they have 
moral' colour-blindness. 
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I£ God's present interest be not the aim and 
object of my life, I not only lose His support, 
.so that I a1n like a bird with a wounded wing, 
but a lower character of holiness is tolerated, 
like Lot at Sodom, or Jacob at Shalem. I am 
not according to His nature, which I can never 
know nor imbibe, but as I am near Him; and if 
I am near Him, I must be for Him. 

-o-

Holiness Essential to the Lord's Support. 

I BELIEVE if we were 1nore separate from every­
thing unsuited to the Lord, that He would be very 
manifestly with us. We cannot come near Him 
if ,ve. are in darkness or defilement. He <loes 
not cease to care for us, for He never leaves us, 
but we cannot be near Him, or in con1munion 
with Him with unwashen feet. If we do ,vhat 
iis wrong we are unrighteous; and if we associate· 
with the one who is unrighteous, we are unholy. 
If we were ,valking in holiness the Lord would 
very markedly help us. I think there may often 
·be an honest course as far as conduct is con­
-cerned ,vithout holiness ; we cannot understand
.holiness, the separation that suits Him, but as
we are ,vith Him. }loses on the n1ount learned
·what suited Him. I do not kno,v the holy
,except as I am in the Holiest. I believe it is
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here ,ve are hindered. The Lord cannot come up 
with us ,vithout first chasing away all that is 
unsuited to Himself. \Ve often want Him to 

. . 

adopt our order of• things. This He cannot do ; 
but He, blessed be His name, insists on our 
adopting Him and His order of things; an_d this 
necessarily at the expense of all that is of the 
flesh and defiling. 

A man might be conscientiously right in his 
own conduct, who yet was defiled because of his 
associations ; there£ ore it is said, " Touch not the 
unclean thing." If I were thoroughly separate 
:fron1 the world that rejected Christ, how could 
I use it in any way for Him ? Could I ask the 

. ,Yorld or its wall to bear a placard for Christ ? 
I have to introduce a new po,ver; or rather, the 
new power, the Holy Spirit, supports me, the 
servant of Christ, gifted by Him who is above­
all power, to do His work here. Is not the 
Spirit of God enough to do Christ's work? ho,v 
then can- -qsing the w9rld that rejected Him be· 
tolerated? 

The Lord cheer your heart, and strengthen 
your faith, and you will find that you have not 
.counted on Him in vain. •

-o-

\ 

I 

I 
I 
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True Seamanship. 

STORMS, all natural philosophers tell us, clear 
the atn1osphere; · but it is only those who outlive 
the storm, ,vho can appreciate that as a moral 
truth. It would be a poor consolation to a 
mariner in a sinking ship. 

The great thing in a storm is to outlive it. If 
it has overcome you, it is u�eless to talk of the 
good of it after":ards; your history is at an end. 
I consider a n1an has not outlived a storm in the 
church, if he has been driven on the rocks, and 
stranded high and dry. It has carried him, and 
made a butt of him. But a man has outlived the 
storm, if he has put his head to the wind, and 

. has hauled down every bit of canvas, and stood 
out boldly to sea. He knows there is a storm, 
he has made everything snug on board, but he 
refuses to be driven by it, he resists it, and 

. rea11y only wants to hold his own. 
Now, apart from figure, my impression as to 

your course at this time is, that you have to go 
on, not indifferent to the storm, but refusing to 
be influenced by it. . Your course and progress 
may be retarded and checked, as indeed it must 
be, but persistent purpose to n1aintain the 
course as God has taught it to you, ,vill 
,veather the storm. The· difficulty is simply 
to hold your own, to be as isolated as a ship 
at sea, and as true to your course as i£ 

I 
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you had the 1nost prosperous weather. You 
may feel ho,v small you are, how lonely 
you are. The fine fleet you set out ,vith may 
seem to you almost an disn1asted and wrecked

,.

but your safety, ro1nember, may be the safety 
of many. It is not any great battle deeds you 
are ca1l�d on to do, but it is simply to keep your­
self safe; to outlive the storm; not to be as one 
under it in any way. You may reply, this is no 
easy mat�er, but there is nothing for which there 
is not power with God. Go on firmly, not as if 
there had been no storm, but as if it had not 
altered you one bit. You are as inflexibly bound 
to your post as if there had been none, but you 
are a,vare all the time how others have suffered, 
and "rere. driven by it. Your help to them con-

. sists in shewing them ho,v little it has bafiled 
you; when there comes a lull, if you are safe 
yourself you can do great se�vice to the ,vrecked 
ones. You will not preach navigation to them

,.

but you will minister to their-,vants, and seek to 
restore their shattered fran1es· to health and 
vigour, before you, even indirectly, allude to the 
bad and ignorant ·�eamanship by which you ,vere 
so exposed. You will, in fact, gather up the 
fragn1ents, you will try to articulate the disject� 
memb1�a. A patient should never be allo,ved to 
touch on his malady until he is well of it. Occupy 
yourself with all the good that remains ; as you 
<lo, you 1nay be thought frigid, but as the ico 



Lette1·s on Subjects of Inte1·est. 55· 

of the dirtiest ,vater is pure, your work will be 
pure and lasting. When God acts, even in nature,.

be it in ice or in evaporation, He always separates 
the precious from the vile. The former is the 
thing to be preserved, and this, in my judgment

,.

is your path at this time. 
, 

, -o-

The Acts not a Book of Precedents. 

THE book of Acts is not a book of precedents. It 
is a book tracing the course and leadings of the 
Holy Ghost from the Mount of Olives to Paul's 
imprisonment; ho,v Christianity was entirely ne,v 
and outside Judaism. The Je,vs having refused 
the Lord from glory, and every offer made to 
them, "It was necessary [ said Paul] that· the 
word of God should have been first spoken to 
you, but seeing ye put it from you,. and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo ,ve 
turn to the Gentiles." The Acts trace this 
out £ or us, and set forth how every off er had 
been made to God's professed people on the 
earth. Hence the servants of the Lord seized: 
every opportunity, temple or synagogues, for­
declaring the grace of God. But no,v Christianity 
being refused by the Jew, it comes forth in its 
new and heavenly order. And everything now 
is to be of the Holy Ghost sent down to testify 
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of the glorified Christ ; and as the chapels, or 
religious buildings are all now connected with 
some perversion or limitation of the truth of 
Christianity, the Spirit would not lead a servant 
of Christ to use one of them for His testimony, 
except under very exceptional circumstances. 

--o-

Siftings, 

I FEEL there is no use in writing unless I enter into 
something like a history of the state of things. 
I am sure the test has come, but like an epidemic 
it has not reached every one yet, nor is it at 
its height. I see that the Lord called out "the 
brethren" to testify to the proper calling of the 
church, the Head in heaven, and His body, in the 
power, and by the presence of the Holy .Ghost on 
earth, to maintain Him, His na1ne, where He was 
not, and where He had a right to be. To be 
Christ's representative here was the calling of 
the_ church; the unity of the Spirit, kept in the 
bond of peace, was essential to effect this. Lose 
or neglect this unity, and you fail to comprehend 
the testimony, and therefore you could not keep 
it. To be useful to souls has been too much 
regarded as the end and ain1 of everything ; and 
hence separation from system became the only 
church testimony, and this necessarily opened 
the door for every one ,v ho had conscience 

l I
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�no ugh tq feel the corruption in systems ; right 
enough in itself, if, in the ·new ground the true 
standard of the church's calling was in word and 
practice set forth, so that each novice, not only 
felt he had escaped from the corrupt thing, but 
he had reached the nursery where he, though 
a seedling, saw trees at the proper height. But 
the contrary has been the case. Crowds have 
come in, and £ ound, as I have said, relief to their 
consciences ; but they have not been exhorted, by 
word and practice, that they had entered a co1·ps

which had its own calling ; and they easily and 
without any separation from the world, joined in 
with the only testimony enjoined or practised, the 
preaching of the gospel, and a general usefulness 
which commended them in the sight of men. 

Here the mass are ; . and no,v when the test 
comes, they betray the fact, that they are not 
gathered as the church of God, that they do not 
understand the nature of the unity they have 
professed to enter into. They may argue like 
Lot, that they never knew it, but still they 
must be tested. 

But it is not from the ignorant, or rather those 
who admit their ignorance, that the trouble comes 
most, but from those who, while they are really 
ignorant in a spiritual sense, assume to kno,v 
what is. right; and this they do kno,v, many of 
them, in an intellectual way. There is a theo­
retical knowledge of the church, and this, ,vith 
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evangelisation, is made· the testimony. The doc­
trine of unity, of being one brotherhood, without 
the Spirit's unity, has been most pernicious. 

I have no doubt that the truth of the testi­
mony embraced in the words "Kept 1ny word 
and hast not denied my name," is getting 
strengthened iJJ. many souls. 

Most of the labouring brothers here are clear 
and decided as to the testimony ; as to the 
glorious nature of the truth which the Lord has 
revived to us in these days, and, howev�r feeble, 
are seeking to maintain Christ's name here, in, 
and. by the church-His body in the earth. 

The Philistines are in the land-on the right 
ground ; our only course is, as in Jude, to be 
morally separate, or distinct from them ; and 
thus many will be helped. 

·-O-

The Minister an Example. 

MY feeling is that I should like to see you at--, 
and it is simply for the Lord's sake, because I am 
completely ignorant of how it would suit your 
profession, or you suit it. I have been allowed 
for some time to remember you before the Lord, 
and keeping His interests before my mind, n1y 
judgment is that you could ·be a help there. 
Every new place has new trials. Your business 
may gro,v there, and it is in itself a worldly 
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place, and one in a worldly place may soon drop, 
into its ,vays without feeling it. It is coming 
from the Holiest that we feel the disparity and 
contrariety of this scene. We become moulded by 
our associations. I have remarked that what 
appears very ,vorldly to a separated Abraham, i& 
only the natural way for a Lot. No one can 
ever determine what is of the ,vorld but the one· 
who kno,vs what is of the Father. The only 
fear I have for you is the ,vorld, of which -- is. 
a very conservative type; the most commend­
able, and there£ ore the most ensnaring, and the· 
most difficult to break away from. To be in real 

. service there, you must insist on yourself being the­
model of what you preach. Be able always to,

say like Gideon, "Do as I do." Paul ,vas always. 
the model of ,vhat he taught, and I do not. 
believe any of us effect for others in our ministry 
more than what the ! Spirit has effected in our-· 
selves. If the ministry be of divine power, and 
adapted to a believer for his acceptance, surely it. 
must begin with the minister. Charity begins. 
at home, though it does not stop there. I need 
not add more than to co1nmend you to the Lord .. 
May you be assured before Him that He is lead-· 
ing you; go in faith counting on Him, and if"

you do, you will find that He will support you 
with His O"\Vn grace-the n1anna, not for a day 
only, but for your whole time. 



EXPERIMENTAL .. 

"I sleep, but my heart waketh." 

1VIAY your heart have a fuller apprehension of 
Christ's heart. It is as we learn His, that we 
.arrive at a true understanding of a suited response 
to it. "I sleep, but my heart waketh," is the 
-state of those who have enjoyed His company, 
even elated .by the happiness of the intercourse. 
-One could hardly think that immediately con­
.sequent on this peculiar time of happiness, there
.-should be any reluctance for a renewal of it.
But such is the uncertainty of the natural heart
-in relation to divine things, and therefore to the
Lord. The natural heart can bear to enjoy itself
.apart from the Lord, even though it has been
.convinced that the happiness in company ,vith
Him could not be surpassed. The heart ren1ains
true to Him, but the sleeping indicates that it is
-enjoying a _rest. apart from Him, from which
it does not wish to ·be disturbed. That is, that
-one can have a cessation of active correspondence
and interchange ,vith the Lord, ,vithout sur­
rendering tl1e fidelity of the heart to Him. If
the heart had been drawn aside one would not
"\Vonder at any measure of "sleeping," or the in-
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activity of affection.· But that the heart should 
remain true, "awake" to the deep tie that sub­
sists between Him and it, and at the same time· 
openly prefer the ·ease of nature to the activity 
that His love desires, is another evidence of the­
changeableness of our· affections, or rather of 
their weakness. 

But He, blessed be His name, will not surrender­
His love� His love is ever active; He will enjoy 
you; though you may for a moment "sleep,"­
be inactive with regard to Him, He cannot be so• 
to you. And this is a great com£ ort. He knocks. 
I do not think a knock is the way by which He­
elicits my attention when I ·am _sitting under 
His shado,v with great delight. I consider a 
�nock something to startle_ or a,vaken me; and 
in this case it discloses the state of a true heart,. 
which yet can enjoy itself apart from Him, and 
really feels it irksome to resume the pleasure of 
His company. 

It has been said that the relationship in Can­
ticles is that of brother and sister (see: chap. viii.. 

· I.) ; but be that as it 1nay, there is no claim here
on the ground of relationship, the claim is on the­
ground of love suffering in its service. The true­
heart 1nust respond, though there be an excusing:
itself because of all that it would entail. This is.
the way -the heart not in the activity of love­
always excuses itself. First, the disinclination te>
enter on ne,v and suited circumstances, illustrated
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by: cc I have put off my coat; ·how shall I put 
it on ?''-I a1n resting. cc I have washed my feet, 
how shall I defile them ?" -How shall I leave this 

, place of ease for the soiling conflict to which 
Jove in its activity is exposed in this world ? It 
is an old saying, "He that excuses hhnself accuses 
himself." The Lord is not repelled, many waters 
do not quen<;h love. His hand now finds an 
entrance. He. put in His hand by the hole of 
the door. It is not His voice lcnoclcing, but His 
hand seen. Some distinct act of His arouses the 
dilatory heart to activity. . Love triumphs. The 
true respons.e comes, "I rose up to open to my 
beloved ;" and immediately there is a sense of the 
blessing in doing so. "-My hands. dropped with 
a.-p.yrrh and my fingers with sweet smelling 
myrrh." The first movements in response to 
His love ar� marked ,vith distinct fragrance; 
then follows a very interesting exercise. The 
Lord-has withdrawn Himself. Loye is unquench­
able, but it likes �o be appreciated because it is 
invaluable. Then after suffering for launchino-

. b 

into extremes to recover lost ground, the heart 
finds repose and consolation in dwelling in detail 
on the personal beauties of the . Lord; and at 
length the heart surcharged with His loveliness, 
like the disciples going to Emmaus, seeks Him, 
and finds Him in His o,vn place. No· true rest 
or recovery of the heart until then. It is 
welcome and happy light when you find your-
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self in His garden-Himself in His own place, 
and then you ,vill exclaim, "I am my beloved's 
and my beloved is mine." 

May this year be marked by the deep and full 
,vay in which your heart is affiliated to Him, 
practically ready for His company always, and 
&ding your all in it. 

-o-

The Stone before the Wheel, · 

IT is most profitable and interesting to review 
the past, to remember all the way the Lord has 
led us. There are epochs in our history. The 
gentle and blessed way by which He has led you 
from one step upwards to another. The sur­
render He has led you to make for Him, and 
the consequent gain. But when we review our 
history we see how slowly ,ve have surrendered 
all of the old man, and through Gilgal the only 
,entrance to the place where He is, have found 
our all in Him. The progress is slow ; but we 
know that it is real ; not from the gain at first, 
but from the sense of relief, in the removal 
-0f the obstacle as a mote from the eye. 

If you are true to yourself you will find that 
there is some link to the earth, and that by 
it you are held back; the last link is the one 
most difficult to break. The one in the ascendant 



64 Lette1rs on Subjects of I nte�rest. 

is the stone before the ·wheel, and when yo.ti are 
in the energy of the Spirit, it shews itself in the 
removal of this obstruction. 

There is nothing more interesting than the 
,vay the· stone i� rolled away. Go back to your­
conversion, and recall the exercises before the 
Saviour displaced the sinner to the joy of your 
heart. Then what a step, what a surrender, and 
how great a gain w hf3n you separated from 
the world and found yourself in company with 
His o,vn gathered to His name ! Well, count­
less have been the surrenders since. 

It is ,vhen you become" a young man," a strong 
intelligent capable man of God, that the conflict 
begins from without. "Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world." Surely 
it is a fine sight to see a saint refusing every­
thing here which suits and attracts a man. Then 
you are a "father;" you have found compen­
sation, or the manifold more in Christ. I might 
I?e at the door of heaven, as at the door of a 
garden ,vith the key of it in my hand, when 

· a picture or a worry might hinder me from en­
tering. My title is unquestionable, but I am
diverted from entering, and there will be no
entering. until the stone be removed ; though
there may be increased vigour, yet health is not
re-established, until the distraction, be it pleasure,
or pain, be removed.

I do not think that improvement in spiritual 
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health is the same as progress. I do not see how 
any one can really progress but inside the door 
of Gilgal. I may be gaining health in the en­
joyment of life outside, but inside I grow in 
heavenly tastes and ,vays. I dare say you 4aYc 
surrendered as much as any one, yet you might 
be detained outside, or diverted as a Barnabas 
""as, and as even a Paul was. A11 I pr�ss upon 
you is that surrender must go on. "We who 
live·are alway delivered unto death." 

The most disappointing people possibly are 
those who made a great surrender at first, in the 
,vay of separation, arid are so satisfied ,vith theii� 
one great achievement, that they think no more 
is necessary. They are like ancient towers, 
1nonuments of greatness in another day, covered 
,vith ivy; earthly, neither fitted nor capable £or 
the exigencies of the present hour. I . do not 
say that you should be occupied ,vith surrender, 
but sensibly in the Spirit, inside Gilgal, all of the 
old· is left outside; consequently the more you 
are educated and imbued with' the new-with 
Christ " everything, and in all," the more separate 
you must be from the old when you return to it. 
The Lord, I believe, is al ways preparing the 
loving heart for some ad van cement, and this 
advancement cannot be ,vithout the surrender of 
the carnal, which would neutralise it. Henco 
surrender is a prelude to advancement; "He, cast­
ing away his garment, arose and came to J csus." 

4 F 
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Paul ,vas in prison, John was in exile, be£ ore 
either was sufficiently dissociated from earthly 
things to be fully occupied, one with the thi�gs 
in heaven, and the other with the Lord's ways 
on earth. I have ,vritten a long letter, and have 
indifferently expressed ,vhat I desire may cha­
;z-acterise you. 

To advance be your one great thought-going 
-on to perfection; not merely happiness and use­
fulness, but" increasing with the increase of God; 
�nd for this you must daily forget the things 
that are behind. liay your divine stature greatly 
increase to the joy of the Lord. 

-o-

New Circumstances require New Grace, 

EVERY new circumstance requires a new grace. 
If there be new demands on you, there are ever 
new temptations to evade or overlook the de­
mands. 

Where all are on a moral level, as you three 
�isters are, there is a danger of either a great 
-declension, each yielding to the other, and thus 
nnding excuse for oneself in the levity of the 
•others (this is when there is no restraint), or
there is a self-surrender in each, to promote a
�ommon good. Where all are equal, there is no
�knowleclgecl right to rule but as there is
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spiritual po,ver; and there is not spiritual power 
to influence others, but as oneself is controlled 
by it. The less natural right we have to control 
any one, the more must we ,valk in increasing 
self-restraint, if we seek to have any moral 
influence with them. Thus ,vhere ,ve are most 
at home naturally, ,ve require the more to be 
guided, and in sensible support from the Lord to 
help and. direct us; so that the circumstances 
which seem to be the easiest, entail -on us the 
most watchfulness lest we should only please 
ourselves. He that is least among you is the 
greatest. Where service is most needed, the one 
who most renders it is necessarily the greatest. 

This new circumstance should be a great 
chapter in your history. Like the locusts ·who 
have no king, yet go they forth all of the1n 
by bands, able to keep rank. They had not a 

· double heart. S01ne can get on very ,vell when
.alone, or under the influence of one who has
a claim, who would find it a very different thing
to be placed ,vith his equals. If he seeks hilu­
self there, his influence is injurious, and nothing­
-can check hin1 then but the grace in his f ello,vs
,to deny themselves ,vhere they might gratify
themselves. I look upon you no,v as on a ne,v
form of . the school of God. If you can ,valk in
.self-control where there is no rein ostensibly>

how easy it will be for you ,vhen in harness and
under rein.



The Lord grant that you may have a very 
profitable time. "If thine heart be wise my 
heart shall rejoice even mine, yea 1ny reins shall 

· rejoice ,vhen thy lips speak right things." The
Lord bless you each and all abundantly.

-o-

. No Progress without Displacement. 

You ·write how the Lord cares for His people 
everywhere. I am filled with wonder and ad­
oration, I might say, ·when I reflect on the 1ninute 
,vay He watches over, and cares for each of 
His own� and the effect when this love is ap­
prehended, is to di vest us of �omething more of 
the old self, by substituting in its place some­
thing of Himself. · I find a man might reprobate 
the ol<l man to the utmost degree, and there 
,vould be no real progress: or even a man might. 
d ,vell on the beauties of Christ, and there would. 
be no real progress. But when I see Him and 
myself concivrrently, there is progress; there is. 
displacement; there is sanctificat_ion. The light 
that she-ws me th_e beauty of a room, also detects 
for n1e the dust in it that 1nars or disfigures the 
beauty. To sanctify us is no,v the deep interest 
nncl work of our Lord; and you will remark,. 
that as he gets mor_e place in our hearts, that in 
us ,vhich had barred Hhn is displaced. When. 
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this is not on the increase, there is the adoption 
of a religiousness ,vhich makes oneself the centre, 
as Jacob at Shalem ; a falling back, like one 
afraid to advance, to s3,f er ground, ,v here one 
had enjoyed less conflict, and mQ_re opportunity 
for natural tastes. I find that among us there is 
great earnestness at first until peace is kno,vn. 

· Then co1nes the critical 1no1nent; if they do not
go on to the 1nystery, they sink to the mental,
or sentimental, or both; the mind and the body
kept in a round of so111e activity. What is to
preserve the believer from the ·religiousness of
the man but the know ledge of the mystery ? and
this is what the apostle sets forth in Colossians.
If the 1nystery were known, Christ would be every
thing ; my ,valk and service would be according
to His pleasure. Under the plea of the gospel,
1nany have practically excused themselves fro1n

· learning the mystery. Surely the �(no,vledge of
it ,vould 111ake one 1nore qualified for any
service to which the Lord had called one.

-o-

Our New Place. 

SooN for us all things ,vill be ne"r· Indeed no,v

to faith, the old thingR have passed away, and 
behold all things have become new. I believe 
that ,vhen ,ve truly sec our ne,v place ,vhere 
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Christ is, ,ve find it easy to see that ·we must 
be altogether ne,v to suit Him in this new place. 

There is an order in Ephesians ii. First the 
place-heavenly places; second-the new crea­
ture ; thii·d-the ne,v man. The hope of the 
gospel is heaven. The ne,v place is the greatest 
and the best. The earth hath He given to the 
sons of men. · The Lord's throne is in heaven. 
vV e see in Genesis i. that the place ,vas . first 
for1ned, and then the occupants for it. Thus 
heaven is our ne,v place, and so we are formed 
ane,v for it. The Lord having gone into heaven 
leads our hearts there. Stephen looked up 
stedfastly _into heaven. Jesus is there. The 
soul looks up to see Him ,v here He is. It is 
Hitnself ,vho dra,vs our hearts to the ne,v· p�ace. 
"For their sakes I sanctify myself." His absence 
fron1 this place dra,vs our hearts to ,vhere He is� 
bµt that place is an entirely new one to- us, and 
w·e are therefore fitted for it. This new history 
properly begins ,vith being risen ,vith Christ. 
" If ye then be risen ,vith Christ seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth." The new 
place is now the one that occupies our thoughts. 
·Like a man on a voyage, going to see his dearest
friend in a distant place, his thoughts are ever
anticipating the new_ scene to which he is jour­
neying; he anticipates the pleasure of meeting
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his friend, the beauty of the surroundings ; and 
how much more when he kno,vs that every­
thing there is in perfect accordance with the 
n1ind and pleasure of his friend. Hardly any­
thing is more attractive to us respecting heaven 
than that everything there is in per£ ect harmony 
,vith the mind of the Lord. 

Now the more absolutely we are seeking the 
things above, the more fully will tp.e rest of 
Colossians iii. be practically entered into by us. 
We learn that we must be practically cut off 
in divine power from the old man, and then 
,ve arrive at the new man, " renewed into £ ul! 
know ledge, according to the image of him 
that has created him." "' Christ is everything, and 
in all." We are fit for the ne,v place. " Such as 
the heavenly one, such also the heavenly 
ones." The heart no,v not only soars unto the 
new place because its object is there, but the 
consciousness that I am new, and conformed to 
His image, makes me feel more ·at home there 
than I could be here•. I am fit in ne,v creation 
for my Lord in the place where He is. I am 
often made to £eel that I am not fit f oi' Him 
here. But the more I seek the place ,vhere He 
is, the more I find that the work of grace 
has severed me from the old, and fron1 all that 
,yas of myself as earthy, and has made n1e new 
-heavenly; Christ everything and in all. I de­
light in the ne,v place, for there the object of my
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heart is; and there I am suited to Him. I am 
fit to be in His company. When I look at this 
place, He is not here; and when I look at myself 
naturally I a1n not fit for Him. How happy 
then to know that I belong to the place where 
He is ; and that through grace I am made suited 
.to Him in that new place ; so that I set my mind 
there, as the place where my deepest joys shall 
be realised. 

May you enter more into these unseen realities, 
your anticipations brighter and brigh�er unto the 
p�rfect day. 

-o-

The Action of· Light. 

THERE is hardly any subject more interesting 
than recognising the _way the Lord leads on a 
soul. Edifying is His great service. Love edi­
fies, and this is re.al growth. When the work is 
real, it is ever with the consciousness that 'He 
is making more room for Himself in my heart. 
Sometimes I kno,v what the idol or prepossession 
which He supplants is, and s01netimes I do not; I 
only know that I have lost interest in things in 
which I had interest, though I had not felt ,vhen 
they were supers.eded. Like the Queen of Sheba, 
new sights-His things, have come to engage me 
S(_) fully, that natural things were displaced with-
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out my feeling any loss. This is the happier 
,vay. But often I am sensible that some taste 
or gratification ,vhich had power over me must 
not be resumed, because incompatible with the 
pleasures at His right hand. This is real pro­
gress; the dark part is discovered. There is 
often darkness lurking in a distant corner, when 
the light is not strong enough to displace all the 
darkness; and it is blessed progress when the 
darkness has· been displaced; and though at 
times it is displaced ,vithout our feeling the dis­
placement, yet afterwards, the· very sense of 
being perfectly· happy without the ""rine 

,,
_. 

whatever it was, makes one quick to see, that it 
is mere wine, which seeks to regain its power 
over one; and I am able not only to see it 
as that which is not spiritual, but as that without 
,vhich I can be perfectly_ happy,because of what I 
l1ave found in Christ. Nay, I am afraid of it 
lest it should divert me from ,vhat I know is 
the best, or ,veaken my enjoyment of it. It 
is beautiful ,vhen the light so reigns within that 
the dark part is driven a,vay, and then light like 
.a gilding, surrounds me externally. The ,vhole 
appearance is affected by it; the body is luminous. 
The external becomes a transcript of the effectual 
,vork inside. There is no affectation about it; 
that is-there is no self-occupation ,vith how 
I should do this, or that, but one is like a leafless 
tree in early spring, coming into leaf all round. 
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There is a beautiful conformity on every side, in 
dress, manner, and everything ; "it shall be 
all light as when the lamp lights thee with its 
brightness." 

-o-

Growth-Fruit-roots and Wood-roots. 

THE growth in grace is a very remarkable work. 
It is the work of God. He that has wrought 
us for this very thing is God. It is a great and 
solemn fact, that our growth is the ,vork of Goel. 
v\

7 e are to desire the sincere milk of the word, 
that we may gro,v thereby. It is not merely seeing 
the meaning of the word, or its exposing us to 
ourselves, as a man looking into a mirror, bu� 
being "not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
,vord, that man shall be blessed in his deed." 

The growth of a Christian is like the growth 
of a tree; first only a stem, then branches; but 
the growth once acquired, ever remains ; and the 

· growth acquired only prepares for a still greater
growth. There is never a sense of having grown.
The energy is to grow. "If a man thinks he
kno,vs anything he knows nothing yet as he.
ought to know." We see through a glass darkly.
Where there is growth, there is always the sense
of a longing to gro,v. Hence the larger a tree is,
the greater its growth. It may not appear to
the casual observer to grow so much as a young
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tree, but if you were to count all the growths on 
a large tree, you ·would find that combined, they 
far surpass the great visible growth of young 
trees. I believe the soul that is most growing is 
never occupied ,vith his growth, but with Christ .. 
Paul after thirty years of growth can say, " For 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung that Christ may be my 
gain." A Christian elated with his knowledge­
is like a shallow-minded man, vain of. bis learn­
ing. There is no end to the Christian's gro,vth 
because it is "growing up into him in all things." 
As you grow, you grow more. There is endless. 

. 

gro,v1ng. 
They say fruit trees have three sets of roots .. 

The tap root which it lives by, and which must. 
never be touched. Then the ,vood i·oots, which 
should be pruned; and lastly, the fruit roots

,.

"rhich are to. be nourished and feel. The value 
of the tree is the fruit it produces. It is not 
mere existence-the , tap root ; nor is it mere. 
,vood, ,vhich may be too lu�uriant; but the great. 
thing is to feed and nourish the fruit roots. It 
is said that if they are well manured and min­
istered to, the tree ,vill withstand frost, and the 
blight which so often. blasts the finest array of 
blossoms. Thus the real value of growth is not 
the wood that every one may see, but the fruit­
which ministers to others, of ten in a very unseen 
,ray, but pleasing to the Lord. The owner of 
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-special fruit shar�s it ,vith his friends. It comes 
to them as a mark of his affection and friend-
. 

. 

.ship ; and I ha\Tc no doubt that ,vhen there are 
-fruits of the Spirit in and from any of us, ,ve 
relish then1 and own then1 as surely the Lord's 
gift. I do not mean mere temporal gifts, which 
-0£ten may be only as the wood in the tree; but I 
mean the charity, ,vhich imparts a moral in­
fluence to the life, and ministers in some degree 
to us the frankincense of Christ. It is thus that 
-fruit, the result of matured gTowth, is so es-
-teemed by the spiritual mind. "My soul desired 
-the first ripe grape."

Fruit is a divine virtue that has matured to 
.an expression. Gro,vth is of. little value u:q.less 
it attains to fruit. Hence fruit is the glory 
-0f growth, and not the ,vood, which ·is the mea­
.sure of my advancement in knowledge. One 
little strawberry in the roadside hedge, ministers 
more ·to the weary traveller, the pilgri1n, than 
.all the- kings of the forest put together. They 
may boast of greatness and size; but the stra,v­
berry, unseen as to appearance, has far surpassed 
·them in service.

The Lord give you to cultivate the fruit-roots 
more than the wood-roots, and then great bless­
ing. may redound to· you. Fruits are not so 
much acts as charity. 

--o-
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Partakers of His Holiness. 

THE Lord does not like us to take an affiiction 
lightly. "A rebuke entereth more into a ,vise 
man than a hundred stripes into a fool." But. 
the 111ore you take it to heart, the more you 
reach " his holiness ;" that S(? to speak is the­
goal. The F ATHER's discipline is intended to 
effect the greatest gain that could possibly be 
acquired-even to be." partakers of his holiness." 
This is the only time this ,vord is used. The­
n1ere thought of partaking of the separatedness­
in ,vhich He is, is a great delight and encourage-
111ent to the heart. And it has very great prac­
tical effects. Once any of us have in any degree­
partaken of His holiness, we become correspond­
ently sensitive to everything contrary to, or· 
inconsistent ,vith it. It is the superior thing 
v; hich ever enables us to refuse the inferior, and 
this in a wonderful ,vay ,vorks all round. 

It is not that we feel that we are doing any­
thing, but we shrink from the moral atmosphere­
l1ere, and like to be encased in• the armour of 
light. The process is a very interesting one;. 
your divine taste is so advanced that the incon­
gruities in everything here, are not only apparent,.

but their real worthlessness is disclosed. You 
do not £eel that you are losing ( though you a?Y�

losing the things here) because you are so assured 
of the highest and greatest gain. 



'78 Letters on S·ubjects of Inte1·est. 

Three grea.t divine facts or events have oc­
-curred, and our faithfulness is proved as we are 
.affected by them. The first, that Christ has 
.come, has died for our sins, and has risen. The 
.second, that He has gone -to heaven. The third, 
that the Holy Ghost has come down to be 
,vith us and in us. Then there is a fourth ,vhich 
is our prospect, even that He is coming again. 

N o,v every believer knows something of the 
first-no salvation otherwise ; the second and the 
.third test our faithfulness. Ohrist•is in heaven. 
Do we seek the things which are aboYe where 
·Christ sitteth at the right hand of God ? The
Holy Ghost is with us and in us: does He lead
.and control our hearts absolutely in this scene in
the absence of our Lord? All knowledge of truth
is ineffectual when we are not in correspondence
with these great unconditional facts, which re­
main true even when we are not true to them ;
but when ,ve are, all the truth is in its place in
-our hearts.

You are a special interest to the Lord at this
time. May Ile fulfil all His pleasure concerning
_you, and fit you for His service in a scene ,v here
there can be nothing right, because He has been
rejected here.

-o-
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Woman's Service. 

EACH believer has been sent by the Lord into 
this ,vorld on some mission. He said at the 
beginning ( a sure time to turn to for guidance), 
"'' .AB my Father hath sent me, so send I you." 
Before you can enter on your mission, you must 
be assured of Christ's work for you; you n1ust, 
like the disciples in the passage I have quoted, 
first have, in a known way, received of His life, 
having practically entered into the n1eaning of 
the passage, " The la,v of the Spirit of life in 
·Christ Jesus has made me free from the law
-of sin and death." If you are not in life and
peace, you cannot enter on your mission. The
1nission (so to speak) to you'rself has not yet been
.assured, and this must be accomplished in you,
before you are fit or qualified to serve another.
. The history of a bird is the history of a

believer. First in the nest, served by parents ;
then when fledged, learning to do for others what
has been done· for oneself. First served, and
then, in the power and enjoyment of it, serving.
There can be no question th�t it is the duty
.and calling of each, to serve in some ,vay. But
it n1ay not be so easy to find out your specific
and proper duty or mission; and this is often the
-excuse for doing nothing, 'or something ,vorse
than nothing. I do not believe it would be found
to be so difficult if you were really fit in heart to
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ei1ter on service. I believe you would find out. 
your 1nission if you simply occupied yourself 
,vith whatever came to your hand /01· the Lord.

It might begin by carrying food to a sick child>

or making a d1�ess for a poor one, or reading to­
an old saint. !here is a serving of one's time; 
that is-you will not be entrusted with Vff!Y 
great works until you have proved your com­
petency in small ones. It is impossible but that 
a star must shine, and it is equally so, but that if 
your eye were single, your ,vhole body ,vould be 
full of light. The cause of idleness, or ignorance 
of one's n1ission is, either that one is not fit for· 
it, or not free and humble in heart enough to 
begin at the little works appointed £or one to do. 
It is an universal principle, "He that is faithful 
in that which is least, is faithful also in much� 
and he. that is unjus� in the least, is unjust 
also in 1nuch." 

-o-

The Sympathy .of Christ. 

I THINK the Lord is _t�uched ,vith the £eeling oi 
our infirmities, and He sympathises with them. 
Will is sin. Infirmity is not sin, though it might­
lead to sin; as Sarah, when from fear she told a. 
lie. (Gen. xviii. 15.) F�ar is not a sin in itself;. 
I may have a timid nature. The Lord had more 
sensibility than any man, but He nev�r gave ,vay 
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to it unduly. He could say, "The floods of un­
godly men made 1ne afraid." If I am ,veak or in 
pain, He feels with me as to my suffering, but 
the gain to me is, when I know how He feels, 
and how His grace would lead me apart from 
,vill, to feel in the suffering. If He did not feel 
with me, He could not help me. He feels with 
1ne, but He meets it divinely. I meet it, as a 
rule, selfishly. He could say under great trial 
"I thank thee, 0 Father." He says to me, as it 
,vere, I feel it as much as you do, or a great deal 
1nore. He felt the storms, the indifference of the 
Pharisee, &c., but He ,vas not swayed by feeling. 
He ever went through it divinely. \Vhat I have 
to seek is that God should be more before me 
than my own feelings; that I do not deprive 
God of "the tithes "-of His due in my sorrow. 
My very suffering, ,vhich the Lord enters into, 
leads me, when enjoying His sympathy, to learn 
His way in them, and then I have advanced in 
the knowledge of Himself in the trial. Relief· 
fron1 the trial makes me rejoice, but His sympathy 
increases and enhances my kno,vledge of Hiin. 

There is one thing ,vhich one l_earns ,vhen in 
company with the Lord, that could not be learnt 
any other way, and that is, sensibility. I see 
ho,v He feels every incongruity, but I see also 
how He regards it, not as it affects Himself, but as· 
it affects God. This is the way Paul was brouo-ht 

. 0 

to regard the thorn. You may be sure that the 
4 G 
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more you feel your trial, the more there is grace 
£or . you to bear it. Feeling is· nothing without 
the grace. Feeling in our Lord drew out the 
grace, because th.ere was nothing but good in 
Him. In me, ... 'feeling tends · to dra\v· out 
temper; but when I know His sympathy, I a1n 
sure to have His divine way of answering to the 
fooling. 

-o-

Good Intentions not Power. 

'' MY soul followeth hard after thee, thy right 
hand upholdeth me." The virtue of this word is 
that it marks out the manner and order in which 
help comes. You are occupied with the Lord 
and not with the·_thing which may require His 
help; and as you are occupied with Him solely, 
He requites you markedly, by His right hand 
upholding you. The great thing is to be upheld 
in a world of antagonism; your intentions, how­
ever true and of God, are defeated in such a 
scene, if there be not a present help. You must 
have good intentions if the Spirit is working in 
your heart, but good .intentions are not power, 
and will not secure you, if you do not carry then1 
out. "The sluggard desireth and hath nothing." 
But even with full determination to carry them 
out, they are only the railway line; the engine 
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is still required; otherwise the very sincerity of 
your intentions ,vill exasperate you with the 
obstruction. Do not give up the right purposes 
because you have failed, but remember that it is 
not the intentions, however good, you are to trust 
in, or to keep before you, but the Lord Himself. If 
you are following hard after the Lord, your heart 
is set on Hi1n only, and not on the carrying 
-0ut of your intentions. And as He is thus your 
-object, He makes you sensible of His help, not so 
much to carry out your intentions, as to make 
Himself known as upholding you. When inten­
tions are your object, the more your conscience 
justifies you, the 1nore are you aggrieved when 
they are th warted. The reason you are allowed 
to fail is, that you are making your intentions 
your object. The better anything is, the less 
,vill the Lord support it ,vhen it usurps His own 
place. He is to be the sole object, and when He 
is, wherever you are, and whatever y.ou are 
ealled to, you consider £ or Him, and He rewards 
you by supporting you. 

You will find that it makes a great differ­
�nce, whether you co1ne into any sphere here, 
with your heart set on Him, or set on doi'fl.g 
something, even the best. When you come, 
having Hin1 simply before you, you regard every­
thing you co1ne in contact with in relation to 
Him. It is not as things affect yourself, but as 
they affect Him. You have before you a perfect 
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-Man; and you thus come in conflict ,vith the
man here who.is always i1nperfect.

I desire for you that you may enter on every­
thing here so prepossessed by the Lord, so im­
pressed and attracted by. His per£ ections, that
you do not build on the ,vorth of your intentions.,

but that you are quite under His control, to act
for Him as occasion offers. In a sense you have
no. intentions ; and instead of feeling aggrieved
,vhen hindered in carrying out anything, the
sense before. your . heart, whenever you fail.,

is, that you had not sufficiently considered
for Him, to whom your heart is absolutely en­
gaged; and you ,vill ahvays find, that when He
is first with you, your best intentions are pro­
moted by Him, and He is n1ore and more endeared
to your heart. May you prove this very abun-
dantly!

-o-
• 

The Outside indicates the Inside. 

,: THOSE that be planted in the house of the Lord, 
shall flourish in the courts of our God." 

Every divine demonstration has its origin with-
. in. "Every good gift and every per£ ect gift is from 
above, and cometh clo,vn fro1n the :B,ather of lights.,

with whom is no variableness neither shadow of 
turning." It is from the Lord the good is generated. 
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Hence there cannot be an expression of grace 
beyond the grace within, and the only way to 
ensure a fuller expression, is by getting more 
from the Lord for oneself. It is out of the belly 

. shall flo)V rivers of living water. They flow in 
first, before they flow out. • I can see my defects 
outside, but I cannot correct them outside; and 
if I ,vere to attempt it, it would _be mere patching 
up. When I see the defects on the outside, I must 
refer it to a lack inside, just as if I were to see a 
flaw on the leaf of a plant, I should at once 
attribute it to some damage at the root. The 
-0utside is like a barometer, it indicates the state 
of the heart; and the only way to be fair out-

. -side, is to have the grace of Christ ruling within. 
There are two great eras in a Christian's life. 

The first is when the devil by force would com­
pel him not to leave the world-this ·is Amalek. 
I say force, for Amalek fights, and the young 
believer, ardent in grace, likes to turn his back 
on the ,vorld because he has come to Christ, and 
the devil works on his fear, as he did on Peter in 
the high priest's house, so that he dare not take 
such a dange:rous path ; he shrinks back, and 
iike Isaac to his ,vife, he denies his relationship 
-to Christ, though he could not surrender his own 
knowledge of it. Many are turned back here. 
They think that they cannot bear up against all

the opposition that the path of separation from 
-the ,vorld ,vould entail on them. Now the one 
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,vho ?"esists Satan here, succeeds in turning his 
back on Egypt : he is a " young man" (see I John 
ii. 13) he has "overcome the wicked one."

But you have greater conflict to go through
before you can reach the real battle-field, and 
this is Balaam .. As Amalek was Satan's power 
to prevent you from leaving the world, the device 

. of Balaam is, to prevent your entering the land, 
where the true contention-the setting forth of 
Christ in the scene of His rejection, can only be. 

Now Balaam is very different from Amalek ; 
and before you encounter Balaam you have 
learned according to ·John iii. and iv. that Christ 
is your life, and the Holy Spirit dwells in you. 
And you have overcome Og, king of Bashan, and 
Sihon, king of the Amorites-the force of Satan. 
This is, I suppose, the fire of persecution, which 
is what we get in Peter, while it is Amalek more 
in James. Force is to be met always by resist­
ance; Peter shoulc_l have resiste<l. And when 
the force of persecution is directed against you, 
you are to "rejoice." (1 Pet. iv. 13.) But, after 
you are more than conquerors through Hin1 that 
loved you, you are confronted with Balaam-the 
last form of the enemy before crossing the 
Jordan. Satan now ,vould minister to the 
susceptibility of your nature. This device begins 
by an invitation; not an opposition now, but 
a solicitation-an offer to gratify you w·here. 
naturally you can be 1nost gratified. And there 
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is no power against it but faith in Christ, which 
effects fasting; that is, not merely ref using the 
invitation, but if we '' through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body," we shall live. If 
we " walk in the Spirit " we shall not "fulfil the 
lust of the flesh," and to this end we must sov.-..

to the Spirit. Here is the real school. It is that 
in the grace of Christ you refuse the offspring 
of your natural taste. It is not merely that you 
have made up your mind not to gratify it, but 
that you refuse it a place. This is practically 
Marah. The self-gratification is refused. Christ 
died on account of it, and that sweetens the 
death to you. 

As I said at the beginning, the uncrucified 
sentiment, never intended to be divulged, ,vill 
crop up in some form sooner or later ; like a,

needle that one has swallowed, it will appear 
some day where least expected. Thus Balaam 
succeeds by ministering to the most vital part of 
one's nature. No real relief from Balaam but 
Jordan. You are dead with Christ. But at the 
same time· remember, that as no good can be 
really outside but that which is wrought within 
through the grace from on high, so assuredly there 
can be no fla,v, nor incongruity outside that had 
not commenced inside; and if it had been nipped 
in the bud, as a real evil, it ,vould never have 
come outside. On the contrary the subduing of 
it inside, not only secures from its appearing out-



88 Letters on Subjects of Interest. 

side, but the beauty and fragrance of the grace 
which had mastered it within, is seen. 

Every one suffers from vexation, and often 
from those nearest to us. The vexation or the 
irritation, or the hard feeling itself, is sure to 
come, but �he danger is not so much from the en­
trance of either, �s from entertaining it, feeling 
like Jonah," I do well" to have my own feelings. 
It is· the grace of Christ, -in the po,ver of the 
Spirit, which only can supplant the workings of 
the flesh; and .. when these workJngs are thus 
superseded, there is always an enhanced sense of 
the favour of the Lord, and there is flourishing 
in the courts of our God. You are not unused 
to conflict, "but let patience have her perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and entire, want­
ing nothing." And may His blessing satisfy 
your heart and beautify your life. 

-o-

Dependence and Watching. 

MAY you rem em her that this is not your rest, ancl 
may you. not weary in the race. We taste of 
the· joys of the Father's house when ,ve reach 
the finish of the· gospel ; and though we kno,v 
that we are placed in the hea venlies as mem hers 
of the body of Christ, we are not absolutely 

•in heaven yet ; we are running on to it. It is ...
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really a steeple chase; every kind of obstruction 
is thrown in our ,vay. But as we walk on 
in faith, ,ve are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us. 

The great thing for you entering this ne,v 
year is faith. Faith is seeing Him who is in­
visible. When a mariner, ho,vever tossed about 
on the sea, can see the sun, he can tell the bear­
ings of his ship. 

Your great object should be to �et the Lord 
always before you. Be not satisfied with praying 
or reading the scriptures, but that you see Him, 
your eye resting on Him, "Whom not having 

' seen we love, in whom, though now we see him
not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeak­
able and full of glory." You look for Him as 
the mariner looks for the sun in the hour of 
difficulty. Every hour is an hour of difficulty 
,vith us, and if we do not keep our eye on· Him · 
in the little difficulties, we shall not be able 
to find Him in the great ones. 

There are two thh1gs you must ever be in the 
.sense of, and the fuller your sense is, the better 
you will get on. One is the sufficiency of Christ 
if you seek Him-" My soul f olloweth hard after 
thee, thy right hand upholdeth n1e." This is all 
you could desire ; but there is another sense you 
must have, and that is, the viol_enco of the po,ver 
that is against you. Satan is the god of this 
world, the prince of the power of the air, so that 
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you should £eel "I am encompassed with enemies
.,

and I am not safe unless near the Lord." He is 
a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it 
and is safe. In most cases, failure occurs, not 
because souls are not reading and praying, but. 
because they are not watching. They are caught, -
where they did not fea1· any harm. "Blessed is 
the man that feareth always." Be a little child, 
holding tight to its mother's hand when it sees a,

big dog. Be always assured that more than a 
mother's hand is ever beside you, and be always 
aware that a terrible dog is in 1vait for- you. 
Thus may you be greatly blessed. 

-o-

Weaning. 

WHERE we feel most in this· life is the place 
where we are afflicted as a rule; where there is 
most vitality in us naturally, there the blo,v 
is felt most. If we were dead where we are 
most alive, it ·would be comparatively easy for 
the Spirit pf God to carry us on. The soul 
would be like a weaned child-the will ,vou] d be 
broken. Where the strength of my nature is, 
where my whole heart is, there all my purposes 
and desires are concentrated. The Lord kno,vs 
well where the greatest vitality is, and He

touches that, in order that there may be an 
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acceptance of the emptiness of everything. The­
things that are seen are temporal. 

Many Christians think that because natural 
affection is in itself la ,vful it is not ,vrong to be­
engrossed with it. This is unsound, for when 
I am Christ's disciple I have hated even my o,vn 
life for Him, and He surely directs and enables: 
me to fulfil every ordinance of God in His o,vn 
sweetness· and truth. But I sit loose to every­
thing because He is so absolutely mine, and I am­
His. I have died to the natural purpose and 
will with Him, but He lives in me, and now He­
enables me to fill all my relationships in divine­
power and beauty. 

Poor Jacob thought to �ave Rachel·and Joseph 
by a plan. (Gen. xxxiii. 2.) He succeeded for a 
time, but eventually they ,vere the first he lost. 

The Lord grant that you may find such a 
resource in Christ for your heart, that He is not 
only a compensation to you for any loss, but that 
because of the deep satisfaction of heart which 
you have in Him, you can in some degree say:. 
"I have nothing to regret nor to lose." 

--o-

The rule of the Spirit. 

THE.great comfort in a Christian's life is, that he­
has to be pre-eminently occupied ,vith the pre­
sent. A natural n1an according to his ability 
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=and ambition is working for a future; he has 
not acquired his goal. A Christian has not 
reached his goal, but it is secured to him. · " I 
,go to prepare a place for you . . . . and receive 
you to myself that where I am there ye may be 
.also." The past of our historY. cannot be altered; 
:-as to our sins they are remembered no n1ore; as 
.to the .peculiarities of our nature, s·ome one way, 
.-and some another, not sinful, but personal, they 
have to be ruled by the Spirit of God, and not by 
,our own will which is evil. If I had no ,vill, 
-and the Spirit of God so rules me, that my body 
-is a living sacrifice, I should be doing the right
thing e·ach moment.

God 1nade man upright, what we require for a
;true walk is to have the rule of the Spirit instead
,of the rule of our will. The rule of the Spirit is
,not severe, though it _be very wide apart from
.the rule of our ,vill. Everything conducive to
,my wellbeing as a creature of God, the Spirit
.suggests and supports, when I am simply subject
·:to Hi1n; · whereas the will is whimsical; one tiine
proposing great self-consideration, and at another,
to attain some gratification, con1mending a ,vanton

· .sa�rifice of health. The Christian's history is
made up of acts, the deeds done in the body; and
.all_ these acts bear on his �osition in the kingdom.
Hence eYery act is of importance·, and each act is
good or bad according to the author of it. The
:.Spirit of ·God does not in principle sanction
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asceticis1n, neither does He sanction self-indulg-­
ence. The ways of wisdom are really the ways 
of pleasantness and peace. If I need anything,. 
the Spirit could not be indifferent to it. For 
the Lord's service I may have to endure ; for­
instance, I 1night get a wetting ,vhen visiting 
some sick one; but my work over, the Spirit 
would lead to seek and enjoy relief. Sickness is-­
properly a discipline, either to repress a natural 
faculty where the will has a rnore ready access,..

or to call out in me patience, ,vhich is a great. 
mark of the Spirit's power in me. Thus the day 
duties in a Christian's life are most interesting, 
not that you should be so much thinking of what, 
you are doing, as being assurecl that you are 
doing it to · the · Lord ; for here really lies the 
difference; the will only thinks of your im-· 
mediate gratification, the Spirit thinks of your 
pleasing the Lord. The result is very marked. 
Where you have pleas�d the Lord in the act, you 
have not only your own gain in the act, but you 
have i�creased your tie to Him; ,vhereas ,vhen 
you please your will, your pleasure ends ,vith 
yourself. In the latter you may feel that you 
have spent your money profitably; in the forme1: 
·you have invested it in the best ,vay. The only
way to arrive at this is making the Lord your­
sole object, and you ,vill not do this but as
He becomes necessary to you. Ruth cannot do
without Naomi; and then she lives for her, goes.
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-out into the field to glean-a very laborious
work, and proper only to the poor or strangers;

- •but she pleased the object of her heart, as ,vell as
provided for her O'\Vn need�

-o-

The Heart Won-Twofold. 

WHEN there is real purpose to ,vin Christ, the 
Lord is unceasing in His succour. The more the 
11eart is won by Christ, the more is it dissatisfied 
,vith everything else, though it may try many 
things to satisfy it. It is a great thing when the 
heart is fully �on by Christ. There are two 
,vays of ,vinning it; or to speak more accurately, 
to be won perfectly, it must be won in a twofold 
,vay. Jonathan is ,von, because of what David 
.clicl, Ruth is ,von because of ,vhat Naomi is 
to her. The woman in Luke vii. sets forth the 
iirst; Mary of Bethany 'the other. In one, He is 
my relief; in the other, He is my resource. The 
heart is fully won when it knows Him as its 
.one resource; but it must feel its need of Him 
thus first. When the heart is won;because of 
,vhat Christ has done, which is the Jonathan 
state, there is awakened in it a sense of dissatis­
faction apart from Him; and in order to quiet or 
relieve this, many things or exploits are under­
taken, which relieve, while they engross, but no 

I 
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longer. But ,vhen_ the heart is set on winning 
·Christ, or on haYing Him as its gain, it has
-discovered that w-hich only can satisfy it. This
is a great discovery, and not as common as people
think or say. Now once your heart is really set
,on having Christ as its gain, you have come
to the Ruth state; and then many of the good
,vorks ,vhich one did in the Jonathan state,
though_ right in themselves, will become more a
-duty than an exploit, or an engrossment. They
will fall very low in comparison ,vith the one
_great, absorbing, satisfying occupation, which
now rules the heart, and distances every other.

You have a true purpose to get on; if you
-exchange the word " on " for "up " it would help
_you much, because the danger with you is the
sense of acquisition. No,v when you are seeking
to get- up, or to have Christ as your gain, the
more you do so, the less ,vill you have the sense
-0f acquiring. Here is your first check ; bu{;
because your purpose is true, the Lord has been
unceasing in all His ,vays (as the Father too),
-first in providing you with everything you could
,vant; but in another way, in your health, &c.,
-clipping your ,vings. You have everything here,
but in a cage. Secondly, you have made your
.duty, school�. &c., primary things ,vith your
]1eart; you have pursued it as if it could afford
you nearness to Christ. I commend the schools,
as ,a· duty of a landed proprietor, but they are
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not the chief service of a heart set on winning 
Christ. They are not primarily Christ's th�ngs; 
and ,vhile you put them in that position, they 
will be like dust in your eyes, which not only 
causes pain to the eyes, but also deprives you of 
light, and you neither know the cause, nor can 
you see ,vhere the dust is. 

There is neither joy nor strength, but as I am 
in the line of the Spirit of God. When I am 
really for Christ, I am in concert with the 
Holy Ghost, and I must have both joy and 
strength. Though I visit the infirmary for in­
c�rables, or be beaten in the streets, nothing can 
deprive me of the Friend within. 

Thus, as it appears to �ne, t,vo things, or rather 
the remnants of two things, conspire to depress 
you. I believe that if you rise every day with 
the cry to the Lord, that your heart might simply 
follow the purpose which He in His grace had 
set there-even to win Christ, that you will be 

·amazed at the "ray things ,vill appear to you,
and ho,v your o,vn heart will expand, and re- ·
gard everything. This is my unfeigned desire
for· you.

-o-

Ohrist the Magnet and Resource of the Heart. 

In the Lord's goodness I am· permitted to ,vrite 
to you on entering upon another year in the 
wilderness. The Lord has shewn you and --
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· 1nuch favour during the last year. The result of
His blessed work is, that " as He is, so are we
in this world ;" then untold blessings for this
p1·esent time are assured to us.

,Ve do not see Him alone in His joy and great­
ness, as angels do, as far as they are concerned ; 
but we, as we see Him, see what is ours, for 
,ve are Christ's. As from the sun all light 
comes, so from Christ every grace comes to me. 
With the sun, the light is gone from me as soon as 
the sun disappears, but Christ never disappears, 
and the light and grace I have received from 
Him is never withdrawn from me, because it 
is ever true for me in Him, even though I have 
not, or do not enjoy it. Again, the sun has lost 
none of its light though it has shone for many a 
year. So Christ, blessed be His name, loses none 
of His grace, by sharing it with 1nillions. Tl1e 
,vorld gives, and loses what it gives. He shares, 
and ever retains His f ulness to share still on for 
ever. We are not mere spectators or guests, 
great as that would be. We are participators, 
members of His body, assimilated to the image 
of the glory, as we behold His unveiled face 
in glory. Faith is seeing Him that is invisible. 
When I see Him, I see my Resource. It is not 
looking in, but looking up. My heart, like 
David, may be able to speak of the lion and the 
bear, which He had previously enabled me to 
overcome. I set Him alway befo1·e me, because 

4 H 
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He is at n1y right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Like the 1nariner at sea, I look out for the sun­
£ or Christ. If in a storm, I see Hi1n asleep on a 
pillow, in the hinder part of the ship; I say-He 
is quiet ; I receive of His grace, and I am 
quiet. 

Again, if I see Him ,valking on the crest 
of the "rave, I say-I can ,valk there too, for 
Christ is there, and I am His, and His power 
. . 

1s mine. 
The progress of the soul is 'thus very interest­

ing. Like a dog follo,ving its 1naster; the one 
thing before it is the way the mast�r goes; only 
with us, ,vhen ,ve follo,v Christ, we share His 
power in the path, as Elisha got. the double 
portion of Blijah's power by seeing him go up. 
�, If thou see me-it shall be so unto thee;" all 
turned on seeing him; and so it is now. It is not 
what I have known and enjoyed, but where is He? 
Where do I see Him ? If I see Him rising, as in 
Romans, I see that I occupy a new ground,like 
Noah after the deluge .. If I see Him at God's 
right hand, and the Head of His body, the church, 
as in Ephesians, I know that the power that set 
Him there has raised us up together and made 
us to sit in heavenly places in Christ. From 
the smallest detail. of daily life, up to the inter­
minable range of- glory, the one single thing for 
me is .to see Him-" shewing himself through the 
lattice." Wl�ere is He in this domestic trouble? 
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Where is He in every circle up to and in glory? 
The one resource every,vhere. We of ten look at 
-our difficulties first, before ,ve look at our re­
.source. Ho,v blessed for us to be so assured 
that Christ 1s our resource, that instead of being 
-distressed by any difficulty, ,Ye at once turn to
Hin1 ,vho having passed through the heavens, is
touched ,vith the feeling of our infirn1ities, and
l1as, at each trial, some special provision· for us in
the smallest thing, as ,vell as in the greatest.

The Spirit of God is our telescope. "He, being 
:full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
l1eaven, and sa,v the glory of God and Jesus." 

l\Iay you enter on this ne,v year ,Yith greater 
-enjoyn1ent in our most 1narvellous telescope than
.ever, and thus b� ever able to see the }Iagnet of
your heart, and your ahnighty Resource, in
.every difficulty great or sn1all.

-o-

Jordan learned practically. 

"'' HE bringeth do,vn and He bringeth up." Often 
,vhen a serious illness befals us, ,ve experience 
what it ,vould be if all natural lights here ,vere 
,extinguished ; ho,v one could part con1pany ,vith 
.all here, and depart to be for ever ,vi th the Lord. 
'fhis experience is very helpful; one finds that 
the Lord's presence can be abundant compen-
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sation for every loss here. He is magnified to

one's heart in a moment like that; and even 
if the illness be removed, the experience taught, 
because of its dangerous nature, cannot be lost ; 
you have learned to accept Jordan. True it 
is, that often in the first instance it is the pro­
spect of one's own dissolution ,vhich challenges 
the heart as to ho-\v it would bear to leave all 
here and go to the Lord. But when the chal­
lenge can be accepted in the words of Rebekah, 
'' I will go," the light and power of Jordan­
of crossing this death with Christ to iuhere He is

,.

are known and enjoyed; and this kno,vledge 
and enjoyment remain, though the health be 
perfectly restored; one is able in the brightest 
circle of earthly blessings still to say, "I will go,'' 
and not only so, but I kno,v and e�joy the ,vay 
to Him. This is really Jordan. My o,vn death 
or dissolution is not Jordan. Jordan is when 
I am loosened fro1n every tie here so absolutely 
by death ,vith Christ, that I can cross over in 
spirit to the place where He is, and become 
so formed in that place, that I am in every 
divine relation on earth more truly for Him. 

You sr,e it is a different thing to be loosened 
to every tie here ,vhen there is no hope of 
my being able to stay here, and to be so when I
have plenty of natural vigour to enjoy them all. 
Christ surely is the joy of the heart when it 
cannot enjoy anything here; but He can be 

•
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its s1ip1·erne joy when it has full natural ability 
to enjoy all His gifts here. Nay, He can be 
so much so, that it delights in parting company 
with all here, and in spirit crossing over to 
be with Him where He is. 

When I know Christ fully as my Saviour, 
God's love perfected to 1ne, I ·delight to make 
much of Him at my own expense, as Jonathan 
stripped himself for David. Next, ,vhen I know 
Christ's company as inclispensable to me, like 
Ruth, I give up 111y own vlace (earth) for His 
place; but when I know Him above, as united to 
Him there, I can 1·esume here in cheerful de­
votedness, like a faithful wife to an absent hus­
b�nd, in every position in which He is pleased to 
set 1ne. Knowing His wo1·lc for me, I strip my­
self for Him; knowing Ilirnself, B;e is necessary 
to me, and I leave earth for heaven; but when I 
am in the restful enjoyment of union with Him, 
by which alone I reach Him in heaven, I resume 
here in faith£ ul devotion to His interests. 

-o-

Fruit- or Usefulness. 

"' FIRST the blade, then the ear, and then the full 
corn in the ear." The last is fruit or usefulness: 

, 

3nd all the previous growths were working to 
this end. The blade is the first manifestation of 
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a distinct ne,v existence here; and so it is ,vhen 
a Christian takes a stand for the Lord. If you 
had i:iot been born again in secret, like the grain 
in the soil, hidden from every eye, there could 
have been no blade. The blade at once declares. 
your generation, as I 1nay say. It is the first 
appearance of this ne,v being here, but its first

appearance (the blade) tells ,vhat it is; in your 
case -it is Reen that you are of Christ-a Christian. 
Every one that can distinguish between one 
blade and ·another, immediately marks you off" 
as a Christian. 

Many are very long before they are thus dis­
tinctly manifested, and sometimes they are very 
pleased ,vith then1selves, ·or their progress, when 

· they have arrived at. this definite growth, which
answers to the blade, that is, to be distinctly
recognised as a Christian; but this is not enough .

.i As the blade becomes really established an en­
tirely new phase is reached, and that is the ear.
The ear indicates that I am set £ or being useful ;
not useful yet. It is the pu?'·pose to be useful
that the ear sets forth; as the blade has weathered
many variations of climate, wind, rain, and sun,
before it has reached the ear, so has the Chris-

. tiari experienced many trials and hindrances, and 
surmounted them, before he has reached as 
visible his fixed purpose-to be of use here. In 
other words, to be for Christ here and to scrvc­
Hiin. When he has come to this, he _has ad-



Lette1·s 01i Subjects of-lnte1
rest. 103 

vaneed from dvvelling in, and caring abo�t himself 
and how things relate to him. To be for Christ 
is now the great purpose of his Ii£ e. This is the 
ear. . Where the purpose is simply this, the· use­
fulness comes, ,vhich is the full corn in the ear. 
I believe the hindrance to most is the lack of 
single-eyed purpose to answer to the purpose of 
the Lord in leaving them here. 

The Lord give you simple purpose to be here 
£qr Him; not only here definitely as one of His, 
but so devoted to Him, that He may use you­
that you may, like Ruth, be ready to do the 
smallest service which con1es to yo�r hand, be­
cause it is the one that is suitable at the time 
and pleasing to Him-not thinking of yourself, 
but how you may be here according to His 
_pleasure. 

-0-

To please the Lord-the highest Aim. 

To do the things that please Him is the highest 
and happiest aim and state. Enoch, the seventh 
fr-0m Adam,-proved-the blessedness of-it. Before 
death had n1ade, as it were,· a complete sweep,· 
the seventh is• translated, that he should not see . 
death, and before his translation he had this 
testimony, that he pleased God. He "walked 
with God" (Gen. v. 24); "he pleased God." (Heb. 
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xi. 5.) This is the highest place for n1an on
earth; the place our blessed Lord, who could say,
"I ahvays do those things ,vhich please him-"
the Father, so fully filled; and it is not only the
highest, but the happiest.

In the first place, if I please Him, I answer to 
His mind, in creating me, and setting me on the 
earth; what can be morally higher than to fulfil 
one's 1nission on earth, "unto all well pleasing"? 
What 1nore can His greatest work do, \vhat less 
ought it to do, than to answer to the end for 
which the Creator had made it? One ,vill readilv 
see that there can be no higher place, nor any 
higher aim, than "wh�ther present or absent, to 
be well pleasing to hin1," for that is the meaning 
of the word rendered " acceptable." . This being 
admitted, and it cannot be denied, the next point 
is, how this aim, ,vhich is the highest, is also the 
happiest? It is happiest because it occupies us 

. with our true Object, and this of itself must 
divert us from thinking of ourselves, ,vhich is 
always the source of vexation and sadness ; and 
as it is not to get something from our Object, but 
to answer to His pleasure, we are waiting on 
Him and not expecting something £ or ourselves. 
If I expect, I am thinking of getting, and myself 
comes in, in the inquiry whether I have received 
or not; and if I do not feel that I have received, 
I get disquieted and dissatisfied. But if I am so· 
occupied with Christ that I am thinking of 
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pleasing Him in everything I do, and ref erring 
each and all to Him, I am waiti1ig on Him to 
kno,v His pleasure. It is not ,vhat I would like, 
but ,vhat I-le lilt es. It is not to get, but to 
please Hi1n ; this occupies you ,vith the mind of 
Christ ; and like flowers to the sun, you receive, 
while you turn to Him, the colours and the 
fragrance that He desires. 

If I walk with a person, I must study to please 
him, if I care that we should walk together. 
" How can two walk together except they be 
agreed?" And so with the Lord. As I make 
Hin1 my object, and study to please Him, I must, 
necessarily, in habit and taste be more like Him. 
1\tiary pleased Jesus, and was she not pleased 
herself ? The more I please Him, the more I am 
pleased. I n1ake Him my object, and study 
Hin1, not the effects of His gifts on me. I like 
His gifts because they are a pleasure to Him. 
I see the word, the attitude, the service that will 
please Him. I consider not for myself. My 
alabaster box goes, though it will be covered up 
in a tomb. Nothing is a sacrifice if I kno,Y that 
it will please Him; but this I cannot kno,v but 
as I 1wait on Him ; not for 1ny own benefit, but 
that I may fulfil, in every detail, what will 
call forth His delight. He ever delights in us, 
but He does not express it but as ,ve are where· 
and how He would have us. 

The Lord compares Himself to one who had 
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planted a vineyard, and ".,. hen He had done 
everything for it, it brought forth wild grapes. 
As He says," What could have been done more 
to my vineyard that I have not done in it, where­
fore, when I looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, brought it forLh wild grapes ? " That is

,.

it brought forth nothing to please Him. He 
looked for the ripe grapes. "These three years 
I come seeking,fruit and finding none." He seeks 
the expression of His own grace in us, and if we 
are thinking of growing grapes for Him-of 
pleasing Him, He is intensely our object, and ,ve 
testify of our' delight in H�m by doing His 
pleasure, while at the same tiine our o,vn hearts. 
are gladdened as we ans,vei· to His 1nind. What 
a cheer to be to the one I love, what that one 
desires; it is the greatest delight to love. He is 
that to us, and He desires that ,ve should bo 
so to Him; and our love is never satisfied until 
we are so to Him. Hence He says with reference 

.. 

to fruit, " If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father's. 
commandments, and abide in his love:" and also

,.

'' My joy shall remain in you, and your joy shall 
be full." Both love.and joy are.kno,vn .to.the 
one who is pleasing Hin,. 

If I a1n seeking 1ny own happiness, or to be 
pleased ,vith 1nyself, I arn not occupied ,vith 
pleasing Hhn. The vine appropriates soil and 
climate to produce the ripe grapes. Thus every 
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energy is devoted to this end. I£ you are think-· 
ing of pleasing any one, you are diverted from 
yourself; and not this only, you are interested in 
the one you are occupied ,vith; arid according as. 
you love such an one, you feel your love re-­
warded and strengthened, because it is active, 
and has been engaged ,vith that ,vhich gratifies it.-

-o-

The Testing of Faith. 

THERE is a cheering side to every divinely ap-­
pointed pressure or disappointment. It is good: 
to bear the yoke, anq cheerfully too, or it ,vould 
not be as Christ bore it. Where our wishes are 
checked, it is often not only better for us, but 
really less trying, than ,vhen they are gratified .. 
I think ',ve should get to comprehend in some 
measure every dealing of the Lord. Sometimes 
we think we have learned our lesson because ,ve 
have faith about it; that is, ,ve are really cast 
upon God as to it, and know that. ,ve are. But 
then comes the t1,.ying-the testing. The faith 
has to be tested, in order that ,ve may be 
governed by it, and that it may be proved that it 
is not 1nerely a sentiment in our 1ninds, but a 
power over our ,vhole being. It is not enough 
for a horse to. be able to jun1p a fence, it is 
necessary that he shoulcl j un1p it, in order that. 
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bis limbs should be n1ade skilful in acting up 
to his po,ver. 

A weakness be it bodily or otherwise, is some­
times allowed to continue in order that there 
may be dependence, and when there is depen­
dence, the weakness becomes a gain ; the grit­
ihe trying thing is superseded by a pearl. 

Do not be trying to be anything, let the heart 
be what it is, as Christ is in it; and as to ,vork, 
the greatest secret of doing· everything ·well and 
pleasing to the Lord is giving your attention 
to the one thing at the time, so that that �hing is 
the one attended to until it is finished. I have 
had often to say to a labourer when I called 
him to do something, "Finish what you are 
.at first." It is a great thing to ,vork on cheer­
fully, expecting from none but the Lord.· Self­
contained, a fountain, not a brook. This can 
. only be when one is satisfied in the Lord. He 
delights in the soul that is satisfied in Hi1nself, 
.and can· use such an one. 

-o-

Led "Round." 

I. CANNOT tell you, though I can tell the Lord,
how thankful I was to get your letter. Varied

.are the ways by which the Lord leads us" round;"
-0£ten not direct when He ,vould have us to

,, 
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teach others also. l\loscs ,vas forty years in the­
,vilderness before he "'as fit to lead the children 
of Israel. Caleb had to remain forty years in 
tho ,vilderncss after being assured of the land .. 
He 1nust not enter on possession without ex­
perience. · Paul ,vas allo,ved to diverge to J eru­
sale1n, that he n1ight be the unflinching witness 
of the setting aside of the old order of things, 
and that "the Christ" in, and fron1 heaven, ,vas. 
no,v the centre and the manifestation of God's 
"rays and counsels. I think ,v_e are someti1nes 
ready to say to the Lord-Could you not have· 
taught me ,vithout subjecting me to so much 
sorro"r and humiliation? The ans-\ver I have­
had is, "You could not be effectually taught any 
other ,vay." The Lord knows the nature of the· 
obstacle in me ,vhich He has to overcome: a less. 
efficient hand might think that it could be re-
1noved in s01ne other ,vay. 

One great comfort is, that the greater the 
struggle, and consequently the greater the victory,. 
on the Lord's side, the greater the champion you 
are for the truth. Paul the greatest Pharisee,. 
,vas the greatest witness of the free grace of 
God; and I, fron1 my heart, desire and pray, 
that you may now come out the great witness of" 
Christ's present interests on the earth. 

-o-
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I was brought low and He helped me. 

HE ,vho loves you infinitely 1nore than any of 
·us, is making your bed in your sickness. .As ,ve
wait on Him ,ve learn ,vhat His purpose is in the
.suffering-the ,visdo1n of it. It comes from the
,deepest love; but the delay ,vith us is in being
.able to sec the wisclon1 of it. Jacob is crippled
before he n1eets Esau; he is a. self-reduced man
before he is a triumphant one, through God's
-0,vn orderii1g. Joseph comes fro1n a prison in
Egypt to nearly the highest position there. " I
,vas brought lo\v and he helped me." The great
-gain in discipline is the helplessness ,vhich dis-
-closes the vanity of natural resources, but at the
san1c tin1e separates our hearts to Goel. Then
,ve are "partakers of his holiness." In Jordan
"'' the Ii ving Goel " ,vas kno,vn; and in the tedious­
ness and irkso1nencss of illness there is a sense of
the en1ptiness of everything, and the 111casure of
-0�e's real resource in God is found out. I have
:said to a dear brother before no,Y, surrounded by
l1is family and natural comforts, "you enjoy the
,vord and the Lord in your present circumstances,
but I should like to kno,v ho,v 1nuch real spiri­
tual enjoyment in the Lord you ,vould have if

these happy surroundings ,vere broken up."
They 'We're _broken up after,varcls, and no doubt
with very great blessing to hi1n.
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In sickness one loses the power to enjoy, ,vhile 
in bereaven1ent one loses the object to be en­
joyed. I believe one learns differently in each. 
In illne�s I am occupied ,vith 1nyself, there the 
-grievance is, and ,vhile there is life there is hope. 
It is 1ny resourcelessness as to pow·er that is im­
pressed on 1ne ; ,vhile in bereavement it is my 
:resourcelessness as to the place; I a1n lonely. My 
very health 1uakes n1e the more keenly to feel 

• like a tree ·,vith its branches torn off, ,vhich can
()lever be restored. There is an end of hope
in bereavement. In the one case myself is lost
for a tin1e to 111e; in the other, the �tay of
my heart may have gone for ever. Thus the
Lord is the One ,vho heals us in the one; and He
-only can fill up the blank in the other.

-o-

The Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 

WE are left here for t,vo great purposes, one 
to be of service no,v ; the other to fit us for 
-our appointed place by-and-by. We are useful
in service as ,ve learn grace, and ,ve do not value
.-grace but as ,ve know ourselves. Hence .there
were forty yrnrs in the ,vilderness to teach that
anan should not live by bread only, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the 1nouth of the
Lord shall 1nan live. I value the grace that
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forgives me my sins. If I had not had sins 
I should not have valued the grace ,vhich could 
and did righteously forgive them. It is my need 
in this scene which casts me upon God, and 
,vhen I obtain 1nercy, and find grace, I am re­
lieved of my need, and have received from God, 
instead _ of it, so that by the grace of God I 
am what I an1. 

Ways and habits of my O'Wn liking remain 
with n1e unless they have been superseded by 
grace. When I am led on in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord I am not looking for 
defects in myself, but the word detects me, and 
grace uses. the detection as an opportunity for· 
giving me what is of Christ in its place. In 
human education the habit or way ,vhich my 
parents or guardians disapprove is condemned,.

and as I have sense I discontinue it; but under 
the nurture of the Lord the habit or way which 
is unsuited to Him is not only disapproved of,.

but superseded, and the manner of His grace 
is given to me instead of the one reprobated. 
Hence to a Christian it is said, "Put off all these.' ► 

They are habits; but put them off and put on 
the virtues of the ne,v 1nan: It is not as it 
is with men, natural education, and training; 
n1odifying or suppressing this or that selfish 
l1abit, so that it may not call forth censure, or 
make me disagreeable to others; this is ",hat 
is called good mannc::s-that I restrain 1ny 
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selfishness ,vithin due bounds, that I do not seek 
myself and my o,vn liking at the expense of the 
likings ·of others, but consider for them first. 
But this will not do in grace. .It is not improve­
n1ent, · or repression, or self-control, in this or 
that thing, but my selfishness or liking of eve1·y
kind 1nust retire, and for it be substituted the 
Ii£ e of Jesus, an entirely ne,v thing, and not any. 
1nodification of the old. Thus grace leads mo 
to act as Christ ,vould act. 

-o-

To live Christ. 

I SHALL be glad to hear how you prosper, { or 
prosper we must if travelling the path of life. 
To walk in His life down here, eating His flesh 
�ncl drinking His blood, acting as He acted, 
though apparently atomic, as all life is, rears up 
a monument for all eternity, a great coral reef. 
One is so often endeavouring to do some great 
thing, instead of the greatest of great things, 
which is alv;ays at hand, namely, to live Christ 
here. Every act that is of His life ,vill endure 
£or all eternity, as the source of it had existed 
from all eternity. I feel it ,vould at the same 
time abundantly occupy me and fit me for any 
service, were I simply set on living Christ here; 
beginning my day with storing up the manna, 

4 I 
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�nd finding not a 1noment of my time uninter­
iesting or unoccupied, because I had still another, 
:and a fresh step to learn. The same step is not 
:set on the seoond time. Act the step before you 
for this 1noment like Christ, and if ·you do, 
iit ,vill be recalled and revived at the judgment 
-seat; but if not, that particular brilliant is lost, 
and you ,vill never wear it. You will have 
!Plenty to do all day ; and the man most in 
His life and ways, is ahvays 1nost fitted and 
iI)repared for special services, such as leading 
:a forlorn hope. A slave can adorn the gospel of 
Christ in all things. 

I find that the_ brightest sununer, is ,vhen the 
winter has been longest and most severe. The 
ivheat, the best grain, passes a winter in the 
·soil. The bud, or blossom, or fruit, most fragrant
•of Christ, is the one ,vhich nobody knows what
iit cost 1ne but Himself ; and ,vhere one had
il1ardly noticed it; like the beautiful wild flowers
iin the hedge ·row, contending with bushes and
�riars, to shed their fragrance on the unthankf ul
-or unthinking tra\-·eller going by.

-o-

Freedom must precede Devotedness. 

I \VAS on the practical ·last evening. Your body 
iJ?resented as a living s9.crifi.cc is the beginning . 
.Many begin ,vith good ,vorks of some kind, but 



Lette1·s on S iibJects of l11ite1·est. 115 

the real beginning is-the vessel is the Lord's, 
cleared out of everything ,vhich ,vould in any 
,vay divert it fro1n the ne,v mind ,vhich is no,v 
to govern it. A man's 1nind is his kingdon1. It 
is confo1�mity to the world in some form ,vhich 
is the check or obstacle to the n1incl of the Spirit 
iin us. The body ,voul<l be lun1inous if there 
,vere no part dark ,vi thin. 

If I understand that I ·an1 .f1'ee from the body 
-of sin (Rom. vi.), and from the body of death
(Rom. vii.), I rejoice that my body is the Lord's.
This is the :first thing ; the next is, that the body
of Christ is my fi1"st circle of interest. This
js quite individual; it is a practice which can
only spring from the state in which I am set;
and the state springs fro1n the standing-what
God has done for me. The better I believe and
know the full way in which the Lord has com­
mended Himself to me, the better shall I com­
!lnend myself to Him. Very often there is a real
-desire to commend oneself to Him, and in truth
I should be commended of the Lord, but I n1ay
:seek a right thing in an incorrect ,vay; and then
I never reach it, because the crooked cannot be
made straight.

I believe that the more I d,vell on "rhat He has 
-done for me, and in consequence 1nade me, the
more am I in consonance ,vith His pleasure, the
more I do the things which please Hi1n. If
I am. really free from the la·w of sin and· death,



,vhat liberty His Spirit has in me!· The la,v of 
His Spirit is asserted and maintained in my 
body according to His pleasure. Freedom must 
precede devotedness. Of ten one is devoted in 
order to be free; then al,vays there is self-occupa­
tion in some for111. It is the freedom to be 
enjoyed in devotedness which is the charm to 
me, and not the object to whom I am devoted. 
The hound hunts for the game; the hunter 
for the happin·ess in the sport. When I am quite 
free, my devotedness to the Lord is all on His 
.own account; His life, and ,vays, and thoughts, 
all charm me, and advance 1ne in 1noral likeness 
to Himself, which is the highest re,vard to a 
heart devoted to another sensibly superior to it. 
The devotedness of a free heart is occupied with 
,vhat it acquires fro1n its object, and not with 
that ,vhich it confers. When it is in any degree 
the latter, it is that I 1nay receive something, 
my gain is before 111e; ,vhereas ,vhen the Lord is 
simply my object, to learn n1ore of Himself is 
the one aiin .of 1ny life; and I do everything 
that I may ,vin Christ. 

·-o-

Learning S9lf in God's Presence, 

YOUR letter cheered me much ; nothing morally 
finer than that a soul should feel the pravity 
of man naturally, in the light of God's presence 

•
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in grace. . Without the latter it ,vould be the 
<larkness of distance. With you, thank the 
Lord, it is the consequence of nearness. This 
-experience will make your future history glori­
ous in the eye of God, 1nost pleasing to the heart 
of Christ, and a blessing, almost second to none, 
to yourself. N o,v, you feel that, "In me, that is in 
my flesh, d,velleth no good· thing." · One has 
of ten the doctrine of the encl of man before one 
really rejoices that one is fully freed from it in the 
cross. Then you can heartily thank God through 
Jesus Christ. It is a terrible experience; I know it, 
dear brother, to be so disgusted ,vith the old self 
that ,ve are glad to be set free f ro1n it in the life 
of Hin1 who set us free. I ·ao not believe that 
any one has really valued freedom from the la,v 
of sin and death until he has felt the corruption 
of himself. Then he hails ,vith joy his freed9m 
from it. It is then the doctrine of it is truly 
valued. The most of us learn it through experi­
ence, by seeing and feeling the precipices to 
·which the flesh carried us. Were it not for the
hand that ever holds us, we should have tumqled
down! Surely then we are not only glad to be
in Christ, and free, but ,ve dread the flesh even
1nore than before.

I have had you often in mind before the Lord. 
Surely I am encouraged no,v n1ore than ever. I

look now that you may �ome out to be fully for

Him here. 
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. T�e Experience of a Caleb. 

THE longer you are in the ,vilderness as a Caleb>

. with an actual acquaintance ,vith Hebron, the 
more truly and really does your heart make­
ready -for possession, as well as being enriched 
,vith the durable nature of His mercies to you 
here. "Thy raiment ,vaxed not ol<l upon thee>

neither did thy foot swell." (Deut. viii. 14.) 
Hence, the longer one is on the journey, the 1nore 
miraculous the unchanging character of His care 
and ,vays ,vith us. The ,vilderness ,vas im­
mensely different to Caleb, and to the rest of 
Israel. He ,vas not in the land, he ,vas travel­
ling on to take possession, but of a country 
kno,vn, not only by report, but ,vhere he had 
been; and as he travelled on, he ,vas learning 
that the very same care or provision made for 
him at the first, remained fresh and un,vo1�n up 
to the last. Not only were his garn1ents fresh>

but his foot ,vas un,veary. The gar1nents and 
the· foot ,vere in the same state all the journey 
up to the end. The one, is the shelter of His 
wing all along the road; the other, the cost to­
myself, or the tax on 1nyself, all the ,vay: the 
one unchanging', the other un,vearied. They 
suffered not out,vardly nor in,v

1

ardly: they "·ere·· 
nourished and cherished all the ,vay. 

Each year your heart is deepening in the care 
-
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of God in the ,vilderness, and has a brighter con .... 
sciousness of your heavenly possession, ,vhich� 
gets more enjoyable to you, while heaven is more· 
and more ,vithin your reach. You can say,. 
"They that are planted in the house of the Lord 
shall flourish in the courts of our God." . You 
are blessed with the upper springs, and the­
nether springs ; and they increase simultaneously· .. 
It is as I enjoy the upper springs: that I am con­
_scious of the nether ; as I eat of the corn of the 
land, so do I practically partake of the manna;. 
as my heart is occupied with the glorified Christ, 
so �re my steps here in the life and grace of 
Christ on earth. The less you have from earth 
and the world, the more you are in the · wilder­
ness; and it is in the wilderness, and in the 
absence of natural supplies, that you kno,v 
the Father'� care, and that the knowledge of 
heaven brightens. If you lose natura�ly, you 
gain spiritually as to both. The more the wilder­
ness is a wilderness, the more God's resources 
are made known to you. The moment we gain 
from the earth or 1nan, we are losing the ,vilder­
ness, and with it the divine comforts of _it. If I

have nothing but God, I am in the wilderness,. 
and I am supremely happy. It is the admixture 
of old and new wine which occasions -our ups 
and downs here. The wilderness is having all 
our resources in God on earth, and without any 
check in heaven. He is everything to us. If I
. 
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love the things that are in the ,vorld, I turn 
away from the wilderness. I might retire fro1n 
the ,vorld politically and positionally, and yet 
enjoy the things that are in it; and inasmuch as 
I do so, I am not in the ,vilderness in the true 
sense of the word; nor enjoying God's provision 
for me ,vhen in it. God ,vill take care that my 
needed comfort shall not be impaired, nor my 
natural force abated; but ,vherever I seek out­
side of Hi1n, I do not get fro1n Him. The 1nore 
all my springs are in Him, the n1ore I really 
enjoy heaven, ,vhere all n1y springs shall be 
in Him, ,vith everything to co-operate and no­
thing to distract. �1y springs are in Him no,v, 
though. hindered by Satan's temptations and 
distractions. 

It is only as you are thus truly in the wilder­
ness that you are in the joys of God, or are a.ble 
to discern what is of <Joel all round you. You 
1nust be separated in your o�n soul from the 
,vorld and -its things, and have found your 
springs in God, before you can be sure, or clear 
in judgment, as to anything or any one for God. 
If I am in the light I know ,vhat light is, for it 
aids me; and I know darkness, for it opposes 1ne. 
"The spiritual man judgeth all things, but he 
himself is judged of no man." . It is not that you 
have spiritual kno,vledge, but that you are
spiritual, living on divine springs; and then you 
can determine like test-paper the reality of each, 
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and you seek it too. You know nothing but as 
you have beeh it ; you cannot know the 
heavenly but as you have been - in it; and you 
cannot discern in another ,vhat yo·u have not 
kno,vn in yourself. Y-ou may see more in another 
than in yourself, but you could not see it at 
all if it ,vere not, in some measure, in yourself. 

-o-

. Joy the result of Fellowship with Christ. 

"REJOICE Zebulun, iri thy going out, and Issachar 
in thy tents !" Joy is very much connected ,vith 
our fellowship ,vith the Lord. Joy is not spoken 
of in John xiv. ,vhere the subject is the way the 
Lord has provided for us during His absence. 
"\Ve have joy in chaps. xv., xvi. and xvii. ; in xv. 
in connection ,v:ith service; in xvi. 24, it is in 
connection with ans,vers to prayer respecting 
church interests; and in xvii. it is His o,vn joy. 
" As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 
consolation also aboundeth by Christ." Thus our 
joy is more connected ,vi th identification with 

. Him than as a consequence of His ,vork for us. 
Surely His work for us has relieved our hearts 
of every fear, but it is in fellowship ,vith the 
Father �nd the Son that our joy is full, and it is 
in connection ·with Himself personal] y that Peter

says, "Joy unspeakable and full of glory." "Re-
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joice in the Lord, and again I say, rejoice." As 
far as I see, we have peace as the result of 
Christ's work for us, but joy is more the re-ward 
of service, or of devotion to His inter.ests. I

think you may rema1�k, that almost everywhere 
the ministry that is valued is the expounding of 
Christ's service for us; and, as is always the case,. 
the demand indicates the supply. This measure 
of teaching is in keeping ,vith the desire, and 
very often the necessity of souls, and hence there 
is little joy: lam quite sure, that if our hearts ,vere 
restful in confidence in His unbounded interest 
in us, ,ve should devote ourselves to His interests

,.

as being really identified ,vith Him. Union is the 
consummation of love, while con1munion is the 
life and fruition of union. I believe the Lord 
would prefer that I had one thought in common 
with Him as to His interests, than tpat I "rere 
the doer ·of any number of good ,vorks. The 
Lord loves our fello,vship.; ,ve are called "unto 
the fello\vship of His Son Jesus Christ." The 
more ,vc are in His company, the more ,ve love 
Him, for we kno,v Hiin better. Peter, James 
and John, went with Hhn to the house of death, 
to the glorious mount, and to Gethsmnane. May 
you have the deep and ever-increasing joy of 
being here in daily fello,vship ,vith Hitn as to 
His interests here. 

-o-
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The Journey and the Hindrances. 

You have passecl through a year of much ex­
ercise. It has been like a long voyage; the ship 
has be�n subjected to many a trial as to how 
it could bear up against ,the winds and waves 
from ,vithout, and furnish a11d preserve the­
needed comforts for those on board, or within. 
The without and the ,vithin, I might say, con-· 
stitute our history for �ach year. I suppose each 
year is an era in our Ii ves. The without is an 
unceasing opposition .. -Pursuing the illustration,. 
the sea on ,vhich ,ve sail is man's heart. The­
waves-the influence of man ; and the ,vinds-. 
the power of Satan. Be it calm or storm, the 
opposition is the same. You cannot be helped 
by anything purely of man. It is in not remem­
bering this that ,vc all suffer. It is here the-.. 
dark part is. The ship-the ne,v being, has to 
make its ,vay through the sea to the heavenly 
port, but if the ship expose itself to the sea, to 
the influence of men in any ,vay, it suffers accord-­
ingly. Its highest condition is to be proof to its. 
entrance, ,v bile in itself it has provisions of 
all kinds-" home comforts " for the ,v hole voy­
age. This is the 'within, and from the Lord. 
We are really to expect nothing from without,. 
to be ever on our guard ; we ha ye a relentless. 
and unsparing foe, none the less dangerous when

carrying ili fair exterior. Surely tl1e deep sea is. 
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not less dangerous in � caln1, than in a stor1n. 
In a storm you are ,vatching on every side. The 
pun1ps are regularly ,v-orked; the ,v-hole of tl�e 
ship is looked afte� in the strictest ,vay, and 
if there b� not supplies ·within, all hands would 
faint and die, even though you could success­
-fully sur1nount the opposition ,vithout. ·The ship 
through g1�ace ·will live; but n1any a sorrowful 
<lay ,vould be avoided were we more alive to our 
danger, and the unceasingness of it. 

You are cautious enough at any rate, and you 
. .are well provisioned, through grace; but while 

you keep on at a steady pace, are you courageous 
enough? Every one, thank Goel, can see the 
port you are bound for; for Hebron you are 
bound, but are you like Caleb unable to take 
Kh:jath Sepher? I suppose there is a spot where 
-each of us shews the white feathe1:. I 1nerely 
.ask the question. I can truly say, "This also 
,ve ,vish, even your per£ ection " ; "r hen you 
fail in courage, " add to your faith courage." 
Courage has to do with the without; the lack 
.it always indicates so1ne lack within. God has 
not given us the spirit of fear, but of courage. 

The Lord be praised for the ,vay your ship 
�has traversed the deep seas for so 1nany years, 
but where there is 1nost grace, there is most 
,progress. The ship that has gone ,vell is the one 
·1that goes on better. The· Lord bless you much.

-o-
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The New Being in the New State. 

IT is very· profitable, yea, all important, to begin 
one's day ,vith the Lord. The manna could not 
be gathered ,vhen the sun waxed hot. The great 
thing is to get so near God that you are di vested 
of all connected ,vith yourself, your o,vn feelings� 
and impressions, and interests ; and you find then 
that they are not indispensable, that you are 
quite happy outside and apart from thern. Such 
a season as this has the greatest and 1nost blessed 
effect on one,-to have the sense that I am per­
fectly happy apart from all the prepossessions 
here-however great and good they may be in a; 
human sense. When the Queen of Sheba was in 
the presence of Solomon she had £or the moment 
nothing to regret nor to choose. It has a mar­
vellous effect on one to be in the £ ull sense of the 
new being even for one minute, so grand and so 
great is it; and yet it is our only true state, and 
,vill be for all eternity. With rahnent ,vhite 
and glistering I come into a ,vorld where every­
thing spoils and tarnishes it, and I feel it; but I 
have to walk in paths of righteousness for His 
na1ne's sake. You must get there really to 
understand ,vhat it ·is to be there. The word 
declares the thing to you, but you are not estab­
lished in it until you have tasted of it. 

-o--
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Attainment and Gift. 

I HA VE for some ti1ne been thinking of writing 
-to you. I believe, if I may be candid with you,
that the defect in your teaching has been " the
.attaining process." There are two ,vays ordin­
arily of advancing. One by assiduous pursuit,
.and thereby acquiring the thing desired; the
-other, by gift-endo,vment. The first may be
.illustrated by a man who makes his fortune, and

. . 

_rises to eminence ; the other, by one ,v ho has
received riches a�1cl honours by inheritance or
:gift. N o,v the latter is the ,vay 1ve receive
,everything di vine, because everything is the gift
,of O'race.

0

Let us examine the cond_itions or state pro-
•<luced in a saint by each of those two modes 
in which progress is sought. The one who tries 
to progress by assiduous pursuit, is eager, earnest, 
full of aspiration, not satisfied.with seeing. "Give, 
give," is the unceasing · desire. Very attractive 
:Such a one ,vould be as a listener, very interesting 
.as a narrator of discovered truth, and of heavenly 
:scenery. In �anner there is a pleasing drapery 
of devoteeisn1, a captivation ,vith Solomon's 
things, but with no kno\vledge of being united 
to Him, and, therefore, with no sense of posses­
sion. Hence there is no po,vcr to rend one's 
o,vn clothes, and be superior to feelings or tern-
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pers in anything. Like a miser the joy is in 
�cquiring, and recounting their gains, that is, 
their progress. They condemn every one not in 
.accordance ,vith themselves. ·They are always 
individual; they never have the sense that t4eir 
acquisitions are in common with the body of 
Christ, or that all the saints are in conjunction 
,vith them. 

Now on the other hand, those who are advanced 
by gift, first learn that ,vhat they are offered 
is common property for the whole church. "To 
each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
profit." Anything conferred on one. is really 
belonging to all; nothing is individual or 
personal endowment; and hence it is not as I 
discover truth. that I progress, but as I compre­
hend Christ, and that I am united to Him. The 
more I see of Christ, the more I see what belongs 
to the church, and to me a member of the body 
,of Christ. -It is not the height that I have 
ascended that occupies me but His height; 
though His height indicates my height as in Him; 

· I derive fro1n Hin1. It is Christ who is exalted
before me, and if I see like the Quflen of Sheba,
I am not a n1ere spectator. The church is united
to our Solomon, and all things th,rl'ough Hirn are
ours; not ours because we had co1ne to Jerusalem
ancl had sce11 tl1e1n·; hence the effect is quite
diff°erent. The n1ore I see that I belpng to Christ,
and that I a111 united to Hilu, the 1nore I use His
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po,ver to free 1ne from habits, 1nanners, te1npers, 
";hich hinder ·the exhibition of His life in me. 
I am assured of being one ,vith Him, and of 
having all things in Hin1; and as this deepens, 
n1y manifest progress is in self�judgment, and in 

- abrogation of the old. n1an, ,vhich, even in that
,vhich ,vas gain to me, _shuts Hin1 out. This
gives subduedness of manner, and makes one
sensible how 1ittle one is in keeping with the
eminence to which we are raised; and ,vhile seek-­
ing to walk worthy of the vocation, one is ever
n1ore sensible of grace and ,vorth in others than
in oneself.

-o-

When in the right road I find His succour. 

I VvAS on Hebrews iv. this· morning, and it 
came out very interestingly to me. If you are 
on the r9ad to the rest-to heaven, you ,vill find 
the High Priest's sympathy on the road. I think 
that He helps me over my infirmities, that I may 
be in company with Him in the holiest. He 
leads me first to taste of heaven in His o,vn 
presence. Then I run on to it in power, through 
faith in Christ. But first I have to be helped along ..
the road in the wilderness. I have to lean on 
my Beloved. The first thing is, you 1nust be on 
the road to heaven, or He cannot help you. As I 
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,vas saying, I ask a person-where are you going? 
not-,vhat is the 1natter ,vith you ? 

There are a hundred roads, only one is the 
right one. The ,v ord is to lead n1e to the right 
one. Every conscientious person is sensible that 
there is a divine action at work ,vith him. This 
is the Wor� exercising his heart to lead him into 
the right road. Many a one is cheered by the 
sense of this divine action, though not helped. 
This action every godly soul kno,vs ; but it is 
not sympathy. �[artha bad the one, �Iary had 
the other. It is here, too, we gro,v in attach­
ment to Christ. No love £ or a person can be 
formed apart from co1npany with that · per­
son. Our attachment to the Lord · personally 
is in proportion to our sense of ,v hat ,ve gain by 
being with Him. Then we f olloiu Him. ,v e 
give ourselves to Him. "I love the Lord because 
He hath heard the voice of my complaintt is the 
start of our personal love to Him. 

-o-

The Quality and Order of Divine Love. 

I HA VE been much edified lately by John xiii. 
and xv. When the whole character of the ruin 
.and evil ,vas disclosed, the apostasy of Judas, 
the flesh of Peter, the crucifixion of our Lord, 
He, when leaving His own in such a scene, says, 
�, Love one another, as I have loved you." I 

4 . K 
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believe all turns on the little word "as." "'rash­
ing one another's feet as He has ,vashed ours� 
No ,vord is more debased in Christendom than 

' 

the ,,rord "charity "-love. The more beautiful 
and excellent any divine thing is in itself, the-
1nore 1narred and misrepresented it is in the 
imitation of it by the mind of man, because he· 
reduces it do,vn to his o,vn level and desires. 

" Charity" among men, means simply doing 
everything for me ,vhich would please n1e. 
Whereas Christ's l�ve has regard distinctly to­
one thing, even our perfection. He washes our­
feet and wipes the1n. Any Jove in me for my 
brethren less than, or of a different order to this, 
is not His love ; and the ref ore one often feels no· 
,vord so hard practically to follow out as that 
little ,vord "as;" and yet, according as it is 
carried· out, what remarkable effects follo,v ! 

In this love you seek to re1nove every spot from 
1ne, and I from you; and thus together ,ve are 

. seen to be His disciples. In chapter xv. this 
love goes on to death. He lays down His life 
for us. " Greater love hath no 1nan than this; 
that a man lay do-\vn his life for his friends." 
"This is my com1nandment that ye love one 
another as I pave loved you," the same order of 
love, that goes on to death !

I trust the Lord is helping you on. He de­
lights to unfold Himself to us, but the greater 
the love, the less ,vill it disclose itself unless ,ve 
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are in a condition to receive it. Melchisedec 
meets Abraham and discloses the heart of God 
to him, but -Lot never (as far as we kno,v) saw 
hi1n, nor did he as to his own £ elt condition 
of soul need him. He sought his goods, and he 
got them. If he had been sin1ply walking with 
God; how differently he would have been met ! 

The present gain of living Christ is, I trust 
and pray,· coming more definitely before our 
souls. It is a. cheer to the heart to know that 
nothing can be done ·against the truth, but for 
the truth. The Lord keep us, dear brother, 
strong and glad of heart in maintaining· His 
truth and name, and serving Him. He would 
like to employ us to His own praise, and· to lead 
us into fuller knowledge of Himself. 

-o-

Renunciation before Enjoyment. 

THE end of the Lord is very pitiful and of tender 
mercy. He has the end ever before Him. I con­
clude that you have now returned to your own 
house; every day has its cares, and as the heart 
is sin1ply waiting on the Lord, each day reveals 
more ·of His solicitude and grace to help us along; 
I believe the more we use . the po,ver which is 
ours, the more we live in the Spirit, the n1ore 
shall we break £ro1n everything which would 
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1nar the enjoyment into ,vhich He leads. Re­
i!ll.Unciation before enjoyment, otherwise the old 
.clothes, or hindering things, would mar our 
-enjoyment. Put off the old man_ that you may
-enjoy the new. It has been put . off for you
an the cross, or you could not do either. In
,every advance, I believe the Spirit, the bond
.Qf union with Christ, indicates to us the
hindrance to our enjoyment of Christ, by the
thing which He severs us from. Paul had to
be severed from Jerusalem be£ ore his heart
thoroughly rested in the heavenly places. The
Spirit severs me from one thing after another;
but the severance, as I understand it, indicates
to me not only the hindrances, but the character·
.and nature 0£ the enjoyment is foreshadowed in
,contrast, and as compensation for the thing re­
nounced. If it be Jerusalem, then it is for heaven.
If it be one's f f\Vn clothes (habits,feelings, tempers), 
then it is for new ones. If it be leaving the ship, 

. 

-

like Peter it is for ·a vast]y higher security, in 
the presence and company of Christ.' 

-o-

Discipline. 

THE highest intention of discipline is that ,ve 
should be " partakers of his holiness " ( that ,vord 
is only once used). · Every stone thrown at 
Stephen detached him more from the present 
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life, and brought Him sensibly more into the· 
holiness of God; so that discipline is a positive,.

present gain to the sufferer now, and of course 
fits him the more for service here, as well as for 
the place which each one is to occupy in the 
holy temple in the· Lord. The sound of the 
hammer ,vill not be heard by-and-by. The old 
man has to be knocked away, and the more it is,.

the more the life of Jesus is manifested here. 
Hence, " we who live are ahvay delivered unto 
death." This I repeat is the highest discipline­
suffering for righteousness. But secon<lly, there 
is retributive discipline-reaping what you have 
so,ved. Thirdly-If we do not judge ourselves 
we shall be judged, like Jacob at Shalem. This 
is, I think, a third order of discipline. The 
fou·rth is governmental. I might suffer on account 
of my ancestors, say, in having a weakly con­
stitution. ·The remnant of Israel will suffer for 
the rejection of Christ ; that is, they will suffer 
for the conduct of their ancestors. Discipline ig 
a most interesting subject. 

-o-

The Divine Path. 

I AM very much interested in studying the divine 
path. It is always impossible to man. "This 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even 



134 Letters on Subjects of Interest. 

our faith." When you are in the divine path, the 
visible and the natural do not influence you; 
your eye is else-,vhere; you see Him who is 
invisible. 

Eve was influenced by ·what she saw. We are 
preserved from the influence of things around . 
us, ,vhen we are ,valking in faith. We are in 
victory over the world· then. A beautiful view 
is to the glory of the Creator, but if it diverts me 
fron1 doing my duty as Christ's servant, it is 
evident that I am overcome by it. Hence as

I an1 in faith, I am not looking for guidance by 
circumst�nces, though they· be of God's pro­
vidence, but when iJ?- faith I am led by Him; 
and then the circumstances are at best only 
subsidiary .. · It would be a ,vonderful life to. be 
ever in faith; not influenced by the visible, over­
coming the world, the heart resting in the Son 
of God. 

-0-•

Sorrow and Trial. 

I. 

"WHo:M: the Lord loveth he chasteneth." Thus 
He shews His interest in us. His purpose is that 
we should be partakers of His holiness, a ,vord 
used only once in scripture. You have both 
passed· through deep sorrow. The Lord not only 
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measured the sorrow, but He is near you now to 
make Himself your solace. Thus the affliction 
is a gain in a twofold way; that is, on one hand 
you are detached by it from some " weight," and 
on the ·other, you are more.separated unto God. 
When you are in Christ's path, He sympathises 
,vith you in your desolation, and you learn Him 
in a fuller way than ever be£ ore. The word ( as 
we see in Hebrews iv.) leads you into clear light 
exposing all the mixed motives, and ,vhen you 
are in the right way, you find how He feels with 
you, and by His company not only consoles you, 
but effects for you the greatest blessing, even 
that of knowing Him better, and being more 
simply attacheq to Him. The deepest attach­
ment is formed in sorrow ; that is, in your sorrow 
you find out the real value that any one is to 
you. No doubt Mary (John xi.) learned more of 
the heart of· Christ as He walked beside her to 
the tomb of Lazarus than she had ever known 
before. 

May you both, though sowing in tears, reap in 
joy. To re1nain here after death has removed a 
beloved one gives one a -right sense of the nature 
of the scene. The Lord has died here, and as we 
are true to Hirn, we follow Hin1 to the place 
\vhere He is. 

-o-
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II. 

HEARING of your deep sorrow I think you will 
like me to ,vrite you a few lines of sympathy. 
I often feel that if we truly entered into com­
munion with His blood, that is, being identified 
with His death, no death here would be a 
surprise -to us. The greatest death-Christ's 
death-has occurred here. He not only died 
here, but H� died on my account, which intensifies 
it immensely. 

You never feel sorro,v less because you have 
gone through n1uch of it; nay, the more sorro,v 
you have gone through, the more you feel every 
fresh sorrow. In our individual history there is 
no time in which our blessed Lord so peculiarly 
reveals Himself to us as in sorrow. Sorrow in 
itself makes one a recluse, but the Lord_ cannot. 
be shut out, and when I know His sympathy in 
my sorrow, I am not only more·attached to Hin1� 
but I am mellO'\-Ved, I am sensible of a heart with 
the tenderest love touching my heart, and help­
ing it, when I was ready to admit no o�e. Th� 
fact of finding Him beside me, and how He 
draws me to H_imself, has wrought out in many 
a one a new era in the kingdom of love, a deeper 
tie to Him than ever; the very absoluteness of 
His love in its depths of tenderness has bound 
me absolutely to Him, and for Him, and I am 
weaned away from myself and the dark chamber 

•
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of sorrow, into the bright and holy sense that I

am an object _of deepest interest to Him, and the 
very sense of this softens me into the gentleness 
and hope of a weaned child. 

May you be thus blessed, and though you sow 
in-tears you shall reap in joy! 

--o-

III. 

IT is a very blessed tiine when there is a real 
sense that every tie to this world is being 
loosened, and one .is about to step into an entirely 
new place "with Christ." Everything is real 
th�n. What He has done for us is deeply real; 
the nearer we are to Him, the more perfectly 
His love shines into our hearts. There is no fear 
when His love is perfected with me. 

But it is not onlv that the dark side has been 
., 

cleared away, but He Himself is made known to 
us, not only as the Saviour who has set us in 
unclouded peace ,vith God for ever, but as our 
friend-'' a friend loveth at all times;" "the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land." He is 
indispensable to us. We cannot do without Him. 
�, I-Iis left hand is under my head and his right 
hand doth embrace me." What a sense this gives 
us of His present consolation, as Paul says, "If 
there be any consolation in· Christ." This is the 
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greatest personal enjoyment now. I do not. say, 
that standing here for Him, knowing our union 

. ·with Him in heaven, does not lead us into a 
higher joy; but there is a more private joy, if I 
may so express myself, in sitting under His· 
shadow ,vith great delight, and His fruit s,veet 
to 1ny taste.· It is what He is personally to me . 
.I am restful in .the perpetuity of His love, ,vhen · 
I learn that I am united to Him; but it is the 
love that He has engendered and fostered in 1ny 
heart privately with myself, which makes the 
union such a climax of bliss. 

I _send you this little line, that you may seek 
the mor� to know Him in this private way. He 
will bring you to His banqueting house. Be 
to Him as Ruth was to Naomi, " Where thou 
goest I wil1 go." May your joy be indeed in the 
Lord ; may He be increasingly your delight. 

-o-

IV. 

- IT seems unaccountable to us at times, that the
Lord whd loves us so much, and is so deeply
touched with our sufferings, should allow us to
suffer so n1uch, when we kno,v that He could
prevent it. John x.i. acquaints us ,vith His
reason £or doing so. If He allow great grief to
overtake us, that great grief will recall a greater
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grief to Himself, and ,vill receive from Him a 
sympathy and a consideration, which without­
the grief ,vould not have been required. How it. 
explains His heart to us ! Our deepest heart­
sorrow He allows, in order that He may make· 
Himself nearer to us. He removes the 1nost­
loved one, in order to make known ho,v all-suffi-
cient He can be to the heart. 

Blessed Lord! How great is Thy love, that. 
'fhou desirest to be so near, and so much to us ! 
�lay your heart find it so, dear brother! May
the terrible blank be filled up by Him, and then
i11:stead of loss there will be great gain. May
you have this great gain; and thus may you be­
divinely comforted.

-o-

V. 

IT. is one thing to be silent and passive under 
suffering, and quite another to be conscious of its 
"needs be;" and though it may be only in a very 
partial way at first, to derive such real good an<i 

·help from .it, that, instead of lamenting, one is­
owning to the Lord His wisdom and thoughtful­
ness in putting one through such necessary dis­
cipline. Now this can never be reached but
through exercise of soul. The trial which one
feels much, ought to exercise one much before­
God. If I a1n assured that His love is as great.
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. as His po,ver, and neither knows :llleasure nor 

.end, 1nust I not be exercised before Him as to 
,vhy, in His love, He should allow me to oe so 
2.ffiicted ? The very exercise engages and con­
nects my soul ,vith Him; and thi� nearness 
.acquires for 1ne help and instruction abput many 
other things. The waiting on God in the �ime 
-of affliction, or because of it, is requited with
.a g1�owth and a strength in God, which tends to
relieve of the suffering which was the original
cause of waiting on Him; · and the-.. soul, once
truly habituated to wait on · Him, learns so to
value it, that it never again can do without
·it; and then it can say, "All my springs are in
thee." The fact of the· desolation which one 
feels here when a beloved one has been. removed, 
.and the reluctance with which one refuses to 
.submit to it, proves that the' heart required the 
trial, in order to discover to it that it had rested 
.and hoped in som'ething outside of God; and the 
,exercise of soul, consequent on the affliction, leads 
.to that near.ness and waiting on Him, ,vhi�h 
.supplies what was before unknown. Most blessed 
it is when the trial produces this, its true effect, 
the one intended for .us by our gracious God, 
whose heart is set on ·our blessing. 
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