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“JILSUS OIF NAZARETH
PASSETII BY.”

‘““ And they came to Jericho: and as
He went out of Jericho with FHis diseci-
ples and a great multitude of people,
blind Bartimacus, the son of Timeocus,
b‘lt by the h1crhwa,y side begging.

“ And when he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out,
and say, Jesus, (Thou) Son of David,
have mercy on me.

‘“ And many charged him that he

should hold his peace: but he cried
‘the more a great deal, (Thou) Son of
' David, have mercy on me.
! «“ And Jesus stood still and com-
‘manded him to be called. And they
'call the blind man, saying unto him,
]ie of good comfort rise, He calleth
t ee.
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¢ And he, casting away his garment,
rose, and came to Jesus.

« And Jesus answered and said unto
him, What wilt thou that I should do
unto thee ? The blind man said unto
Him, Lord, that I may rcceive my sight.

« And Jesus said unto him, Go thy
way; thy faith hath made thee whole.
(‘¢ Saved thee "—margin.) And imme-
diately he received his sight and fol-
lowed Jesus in the wa.y." (Mark x.

46-52.)

| —

WE frequently find in the Gospels in-
01dents Whlch illustrate very fully

the way in which a sinner lays hold of
Christ. In this Seripture we have a
lovely picture of a seeking Saviour and
a seeking sinner, and how they met. In
the Gospel of St Luke we find the text
that is at the head of this paper—which
was (as it were) preached to this blind
man. A very short sermon! ¢ Jesus

of Nazareth passeth by!” And Jesus
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ncver passed that way again! DBarti-
mxeus had come to the turning point of
his history; and had that day passed, he
never would have had his cyes opened,
for Jesus was then on Iis way to the
ross.  And the difference between the
liord’s journey on that day and now, is
this,—Ilc was on IHis way to the Cross,
where Hec accomplished the work of
redemption, shed MHis precious blood,
died, and rose again; and having fin-
ished His work there, He is now on
His way to the judgment and the glory!
It is because of that judgment, which
must come, that I would now urge on
cvery unsaved soul who may read these
words, that which we find so blessedly
characterized Bartimazus—-that is prompt-
ness ! The deep necessity of seizing the
present moment, for it may never come
again. How often moments like this,
in the history of souls, are slighted, and
they never return. ‘I shall have plenty
of opportunities; people do not often
diec as young as I am.” Such like ex-
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cuses arc pleaded by those who would
procrastinate. But I would warn you.
There is one sin more terrible than any
in a man’s history, and that is his lust/
Souls float on easily down the strcam of
time; they go quictly out of the world,
perhaps without any fear of hell. Some
arc exercised, and for a time are in an
agony of conviction, but the many slight
the warning, the fond entreaty of the
father, the mother, or the friend, as to
the solemn eternity which lies beyond
time; and it comes to a moment when
God says, as it were, ¢ Let him alone!”
and his heart is hardemed. It is a
solemn, deeply solemn thing, this harden-
ing of the heart. And the more solemn
when we think of God doing so. We
~have an example of this in Pharaoh. .
" God warned him in nine solemn judg-
ments, and then, as it were, gave him one
chance more. Pharaoh did mnot yield
his will to God ; he hardened his heart
against God, and God hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he went to destruction.
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* In the face of such a fact, I would
press on every sinner the need of prompt-
ness 1n the matter of salvation. The
Liord 1s long-suftering : Ie waits on Iis
road to judgment, but at any moment
the day of grace may have closed.

We find 1t more difficult now than in
the earlier days of the Church to press
the fact that at any moment the Lord
Jesus may come.  The enemy of Christ
and his people has succeeded in almost
blotting out the hope of the Lord’s
coming—a truth held by all at the first.
The Word of God describes 1t as—*“ In
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
the trumpet shall sound.” So sudden
will be the coming of the Lord for His
own, and the transit of the blood-bought
throng from ecarth and the grave, to the
FFather’s house on high'!

No figure of speech could give a
more true idea of the sudden, (to many,
alas !), unexpected action, and yet Satan -
has almost succeeded in blotting out this
truth. But for this also Scripturc has
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prepared us. In Matt. xxiv. 48, we

read,—¢ The evil servant shall say in
his hcan‘ my lord delaycth his coming.”
From his heart comes the thought. He
is not living as he would like his Lord
to find ]11111 his heart is sct on carthly
things, and he does not desire his Liord
to come. To cover what his heart says,
he settles that therc is much to be done
before the Lord can rceturn—the Jews
have to be converted, and such like
things. T'reat all such thcories as the
voice of the evil servant. Nothing has
to happen before Christ may come for
His own; and with that event the day
of grace closes for all who have listened
to the message of salvation! The de-
nial of this truth, which should have
such power in the conscience of the
sinner, 1s lmmense loss; but I press
carnestly and affectionately on you, and
say, ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.”

‘Will you allow Him to pass in the day of
grace, and mecet Him in the day of Judg-
ment for the first time—like Pharaoh ?
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We find three kinds of blindness in
the world. There is physical blindness,
like that of Bartimacus. Iis sightless
cychalls never gazed upon the light of
the sun, as we may suppose. 'Then
there is another kind of blindness—that
of the mind, of which Secripture also
spcaks—soul blindness, which is of the
ogod of this world. ‘“The god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not (we read), lest the
light of the Gospel of the glory of
Chr ist, who is the image of God, should
shine anto them,” (2 Cor. iv. 4) Such
sec no beauty in Jesus to desire Him—
fatal blindness, unless removed. The
blinded one in such a case 1s ‘““lost!”
Then there is mental blindness, as we
say, That man 1s an idiot.

Bartimseus was blind, but “ He Leard
that Jesus passed by.” God’s resource
for the blind sinner is the ‘ hearing of
faith.” This was the avenue to his soul.
‘“ Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing

by the word of God,” (Rom X. 11)
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Remark the little word ““when,” (v. 47.)
Bartimaous might have said—Idere 1is
a golden opportunity; L will get me
a harvest to-day from this multitude.
Perhaps crowds like this were not often
to be secen on the roadside between
Jericho and Jerusalem. The great mul-
titude were following Jesus to-day; Ilc
had many followers, but few friends.
He might reason thus,—IL will speak
to Jesus some other time, and gather
the silver coins to-day. Such an op-
portunity will not come again, and Jesus
may be met at any time. But he did
not reason thus. IHow many do so!
I will give myself to my gains now—
get rich; perhaps at some craft that
1s not as 1t should be—then I will re-
tire. I wish to be saved, but I must
attend to other things now, then I will
look after my soul.

~ But Bartimeeus felt that the present
was too great an opportunity to lose:
it might never come again. ¢ When”
Jesus passed by he cried out. He was
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i carnest, and his promptness to usc
the moment was lovely to behold. It
was his turning point! Saints and sin-
ners have all their turning points. If
he had missed his, the opportunity had
never come again.  We boldly say this,
for Jesus never did pass by that way
again. Ide was on His way for His
last entry into the City of Solemnities
—to Jerusalem, where, after a few
days, Ic was cructfied. He was on
the road to the Cross that day. Ie
is on His road to the Judgment now,
and the Cross is past—His work there
1s done.

But a man with a nced in his heart
will be prompt, will be in earnest,—
and ¢ when” Jesus was passing he cried
out, ‘“ Son of David, have mercy on
me !

Have you, my reader, an unsatisfied
need in yowr- heart? This may meet
the eyes of some whose hearts Christ
has satisfied; but 1 speak to those
whose hearts arc still unsatisfied. Do
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such feel their need? Then cry out,
and Jesus will stop—your cry of nced
will arrest Ilis steps just where you
arc at this moment. When was there
a cry of necd which Ile refused on
carth? Will IIc rcfusc the cry of
need now that e is in His glory?
Will He not stay His steps, as 1t were,
as on that day, and mecet the nced—{ill
the void of your heart ?

“ And Jesus stood still and com-
manded him to be called.” In threce
of these Gospels we have this tale told
in a different way. In Matt. xx. 32
it is simply “ Jesus called.” This 1s
the sovereign call of mercy through
grace. This belongs to God alonec.
Then in Mark x. 49, it is Jesus ‘‘com-
manded hwm to be called.” This shows
the i.nstrumental call; of the preacher,
for instance. What a word for those
who preach the Gospel—for the am-
bassador of God’s grace. In -Luke
xviil. 40, Jesus ¢ commanded him to
be brought unio Hvm.,” This was done
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by the carncst cficctual guiding hands
of others. It cncourages the belicving
wifc to bring her unbelieving husband
under the sound of the Gospel: the
parent to bring his child: the child
the parent, if still unsaved. It is the
carncst, secking, gulding hand and
heart of some soul, whose cyes have
been opened, to bring those dear to
him—others, to hear the word of Iis
grace.

Oh, the deadness of those who be-
licve, in this service! In many placcs
‘““ the Gospel” becomes, through the in-
ertness of Christians themselves, a dead
form. How often has the Lord an-
swered the faith of those who have
brought others to hear the word of
gracc preached, In saving the souls
of those who have been brought! It
is sad, sad, indeed, to see the empty
scats in many a meeting-room, where
an carnest preacher, who longs to bring
souls to Christ, finds that his hecart is
chilled by the cmpty benches, and
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vacant listlessness of those who are

there.

“ But many char oed him that hec
should hold his peace ” (. 48.) They
try to hinder his coming to Chuist.
The devil always finds 1eady instru-
ments for this service. Those who
labour beside one in the factory-—in
the counting-house, &c., are ready with
their scoft for the anxious, secking soul.
But therc are many ways of hlndcunn
besides the open taunt. I will tell
you of one. Christians criticising the
Gospel that is preached. I remember
rcading of one case in point. A Chris-
tian lady brought her unconverted hus-
band to hear a preaching of the Gospel.
The servant of the Lord who spoke
that night was ‘“no great preacher,” as
people say. On their way home she
remarked the failures—the poverty of
the address; she was pulling the whole
thing to pleces, but on turning to see
why she got no response from her hus-
band, it was to see the tears coursing
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down his cheecks. On asking him what
was the matter, he replied—Ah, I
found Christ to- night in that plea.ch-
ing,” or such words. How condemn-
ing to her—for what she derided was
God’s instrument in saving her hus-
band’s soul; she—a Christian too. It
was God’s quickening word to the soul
of her husband! O take care how you
criticise the Word preached in the ears
of the unsaved! Christians are often
thus the greatest hinderers of the Gos-
pel, by their careless ways, their speech,
their lack of wisdom.

In saying this it does not excuse the
sinner in the least; he is responsible to
come to Christ, and God will hold him
so. Ilé does not come, because his
will is against God. In 'the judgment
scene of Matt. xxv., 1t 1s the absence
of good, not the commission of evil,
for which the sentence is passed. ¢ Ye
did it not unto one of these My bleth-
ren, . . ye did 1t not to l\Ie

And “Jesus stood still; " and thus
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ITe waits on you In grace, beeause ¢ 1lc
delighteth in mercy.” And Bartimaeus

¢« a,stmo aWaYy hls garment, arosc and
came to Jesus.” How many things
are allowed to hinder the soul in com-
ing to Jesus? Some garment or other
which must be cast aside.

Job was a righteous man—none like
him in all the earth. And Job wrapped
his garment closely around him, and it
kept him from being fully in the pre-
sence of God in heart and conscience.
He had to pass through deep trials—a
history that fills forty-two chapters in
the Bible, all concerning one man—
before he would cast aside the garment
of his own rightcousness. Righteous-
ness .was rcally there, but he looked
upon 1t as his own, and it obscured the
grace which had really produced it in
his ways. At the close of the book he
cast 1t aside, and abhorred himself, re-
penting in dust and ashes. Z%en the
Lord accepted Job!

Balaam had a garment too. He
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“loved the wages of unrighteousness,”
and he used the truth of God against
the people of God. He said, ‘“ Let me
dic the death of the righteous;” but he
never sald, ‘“ Liet me live the life of the
righteous.” His garment clung to him
il it was too late.

The young Ruler, too, had one (Mark
x.)—rich and ardent—whom ¢ Jesus
loved.” Ile saw in him the traces of
man as he once had come out of the
hands of God, “very good.” Much
doubtless that was lovely in nature was
found in him. But his “ great posses-
sions” were his garment. Jesus said to
him ““ go and sell that thou hast’’—cast
aside the hindering garment, and he
went away grieved. He could not part
with his garment—he preferred 1t to
Christ. An anxious sinner, with a need
in his heart, never “ went away grieved ”’
from Jesus.

Jerod, too, had a secret garment;
he loved his lusts. John the Baptist
preached and reproved him. Ifor a
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time he gave up his sins; “ He did
many things, and heard him gladly.”
The garment was only laid aside for a
time; by and by he wrapped himself 1n
it—gave way to the desires of the flesh,
and ended in beheading John, who had
told him faithfully of his ways. Then
at last he shook hands with Pilate in
condemning Jesus, and in the solemn
secene before the crucifixion when he
spoke to Jesus (Luke xxiii.) ‘“ He an-
swered him nothing.” His time was
over—his heart was hardencd ; Jesus
had no word for him.

Do I address an indifferent soul like
Gallio, ¢ who cares for none of these
things?’’ A garment of indifferentism
may cover your heart like his. God
has opened the very heavens, and sent
down 1ts best treasure, that man might
be blessed. O cast it not aside; do not
go on your way hcedless of the call of
mercy, and still reject the Saviour. You
see [ am pressing the sinner’s respon-
sibility upon you. If I were preaching
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the other side of the Gospel, I would
rather scek to unfold the heart of God,
and show you His love in the gift of
Christ; the pmfectncsg too, of Jesus, in
doing ITis Father's will ; but T am scck-
ing rather to press your responsibility
to come to Him—to receive Him—to
cast from you whatever hinders your
coming as a lost one to the Saviour's
feet. You arce ‘“lost,” ‘““dead;” your
life is forfeited, but nothing is asked of
you.

And Bartimeeus, ¢‘ casting away his
garment, arose and came to Jesus.”
And Jesus answered, and said unto
him, ‘“What wilt thou that Z should
do unto thee?’” Jesus expected no-
thing from him; and all actions on
your part also, as on his, would be
working. But hear what Jesus says
— What well thou?’” Have you a
deszre? He who came from heaven,
died and rose, and went on high, waits
(as it were) to serve the poor sinner,
who comes as a suppliant to Him.

¢
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What is the request of Bartimicus?
““ Lord, that I might rceeive my sight.”
And Luke (ch. xviii.) tells us of the
cchoing reply from the heart of God.
““ Receive thy sight; thy faith hath
saved thee.” Faint and tremulous was
the request of faith, but clear and bless-
ed the response of the Liord—the ccho
of hecaven—‘ Receive thy sight; thy
faith hath saved thce.” Not a doubt
remains—his cyes arc opened, and he
s saved.

Have you, rcader, a neced to bring
to Him? Will you trust Him? and
God’s heart will bless you to the full.
It was so with the poor prodigal (Luke
xv.); he asked a servant’s place, and
the Ifather’s heart exceeded all his ex-
pectations ; He kissed him and received
him as a son. It was more than the
echo of the desire : the answer of grace
ever exceeds the request of fuith. It
was so with the thief on the cross. He
asked a place in the kingdom, but re-
ceived one in Paradise that day.
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And Bartimeeus opened his eyes, and
the first object before him was the Lord!
The beauty of the Lord was before him
—the object for eternity. What will
the joy of the most blessed saint be
throughout eternity? Surely the same
object—desus ! Jesus only! And “he
followed Jesus wn the way.”” It was
then the way to the Cross, now it is
the path of rejection to the glory. Ie
is on Ilis way to the kingdom and glory.
Then follow Jesus in the way; suffer
with Him; true in heart to Him 1in
the day of His rejection, and when
ITe takes Iis place as “ King of
kings,” you shall reign with Him !
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