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LORD ROBERTS, V.C.,, K.P., G.C.B., &c., Commander-in-Chief

. of the British Army.
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Field-Marshal Lord Roberts,

v.C., K.P,, G.C.B., &e¢.

1830, and was one of the heroes who, on his own native sotl,
helped to avenge the terrible Indian mutiny.

He has fought his way up, until to-day the world rings with
his fame, as the late great leader of the forces in South Africa (now
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army). We have sometimes
wondered if the so-called great deeds of earth are great in the eyes
of heaven. Surely angels might well weep when men applaud !

Lord Roberts is a God-fearing man, and a strong advocate for
temperance, and says if there were no drunkards in the army, there
would be little or no crime. We may well be thankful, when such
men are at the head of our fighting force.

The great Commander-in-Chief takes great interest in the
welfare of his men. Once in India, going round the quarters, he
found a smoky chimney in an officer’s bungalow caused discomfort.
Some time after, on meeting one of the men in another place, he
asked if the said chimney had been cured. How this feebly illus-
trates the care of our great General for the comfort of all His
soldiers ; nothing is beneath His notice.

But Lord Roberts’ remarkable life and recent achievements
have been so fully described in various books and papers that it
would be superfluous to enlarge thereon here.

But a greater than Lord Roberts is our spiritual Leader and
- Commander, who has, indeed, * had experience on the field.” He
was in all points tempted as we are, and won the victory; and we
who enlist and follow Him never know defeat. ¢ Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us”
(Romans viii. 37).

Our victories depend upon our Leader.

Victory over sin by grace (Romans vi. 14, 25).

Victory over Satan by the Word (1. John ii. 13, 14).

Victory over the world by faith (1. John v. 4,').

Victory over death by Jesus (Revelation vii. 14).

Victory over the grave by power (1. Corinthians xv. 57).

EREDERICK SLEIGH ROBERTS was born at Cawnpore,

“Sound the battle cry,
See! the foe is nigh;
Raise the standard high

For the Lord!
Gird your armour on,
Stand firm every one,
Rest your cause upon

His Holy Word!

Rouse then, soldiers! rally round the banner!
Ready, steady, pass the word along:

Onward! forward! shout aloud Hosanna!
Christ is Captain of the mighty throng!"”
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“M Dear Elgo.”

By Rute HurpiTcH.

LA

1I. CORINTHIANS viii. 10,

S we read through chapter viil. of St. Paul’s second letter to
the Corinthians, the truth must force itself upon us how much
the Church of God at the present day is needing the voice of
St. Paul to call it to similar action. The apostle here handles
a subject which apparently was gradually being neglected by

the Corinthians, and instead of upbraiding the Christians, or forcing
upon them any exacting command, with the silent example of his own
life of sacrifice, and the constraining love of Christ as a compelling and
inditing Power, he seeks to explain the true meaning of the grace of
liberality. He at once dignifies his theme by pointing upward to where
its embodiment was found in the Person of the Son of God, and placing
it along with faith, utterance, knowledge, zeal, and love (verse 7), estab-
lishes it as one of the essential attributes of Christianity. He does not
deal with the subject in its more restricted sense—no appeal is made for
personal need, or for any particular object—but in its widest application
as a personal and universal principle, implying not merely consecration
of substance, but primary to, and including this, the consecration of life
itself.

In these verses it seems as if he turned the flashlight of conviction
upon his subject from five different points of view, to show that there was
no inconsistency in its demands, no unreasonableness in its claims, but a
perfect power of adjustability to all circumstances, embracing heaven and
earth.

First, St, Paul points to the Church of Macedonia (verses 1-6), who in
a “great trial of affliction and . .. deep poverty, abounded unto the
riches of their liberality . . . yea, beyond their power.” Is not this an
example that has never lacked instances throughout all history ? The
widow of her want hath cast in all she had, even all her living ; poverty
offers the choicest gift, for it gives to God no corruptible sacrifice, but a
life which is immortal. The Macedonian Church had commenced aright,
they ¢ first gave their own selves to the Lord,” and from that spring
flowed forth the abundant grace which characterized them.

Second. From the example given by the poor Church of Macedonia,
St. Paul leads up to the example of Him who could say : *“ The world is
Mine and the fulness thereof” (Psalm l. 12), who, though He was rich,
yet for our sakes Hebecame poor. Here does the virtue of liberality find
its perfect fulfilment, and here do we learn its infinitude. Can any mind
fathom the depth of these words, * Who being in the form of God,
counted it not a prize to be on an equality with God, but emptied Him-
self, taking the form of a servant?” Is it to be wondered at that the
writer of these wonderful words could suffer the loss of all things, and
count them but dung that he may be found in Christ ? Do we know ‘ the
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"4 YEAR AGO.” 5

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ?” Before such sacrifice, how weak are
such words :— _
* Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small ;
Love so amazing, so Divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

Third. St. Paulthen leads them back to themselves, who were the first
to make a beginning ‘‘a year ago.” He reminds them of their ready
enthusiasm to will and do, but by his very appeal to complete the doing
infers a failure on their part. We have just entered upon another year of
the new century, and most of us, I suppose, having taken a retrospective
view of the departed year, have been reminded of broken promises, for-
gotten resolutions, unfulfilled vows. “A year ago!” what changes has
time wrought! Hundreds of our noblest and best have left our English
shores to fight and die on the merciless battle-field; from the land of
China many have been led along the path of martyrdom to that “ city
that hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God;’ while to
others, ‘*a year ago” was fragrant with the atmosphere of home and
love, whilst now unaccustomed sounds and unknown voices fill the air.
What changes have been wrought in our spiritual life! Has the willing-
ness to surrender to God’s claims on life and talents ripened into action?
or do we need St. Paul’'s exhortation to complete the doing? One'’s
memory goes back to the irresistible appeals made at missionary meetings
and students’ conferences to the young men and women of England, and
to the secret vows that must have followed ; but we ask, where is the com-
pletion of the doing? One thinks of the many conventions for the
deepening of the spiritual life, and of the dedication of hearts and lives
made to God, but as the fields, white unto harvest, still lack reapers, we
must ask, where is the completion of the doing? Is not the Church atthe
present day content, like the Corinthians, to stop short of this ? It hasits
Sunday School teachers, its Prayer Unions, its charitable institutions, its
Missionary Union, its subscription lists, but is this the abounding of this
grace ? Is this *the riches of its liberality 7 ”

Fourth, He views the subject from the standpoint of the individual
acceptableness in the sight of God. No one is beyond its reach, for *if
there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath,
and not according to that he hath not” (verse 12). If you cannot bring
an offering of a calf or a ram, God is equally pleased with two turtle
doves. Can any higher words of approbation be given by our Master than
““she hath done what she could ?” Do not let your weakness prevent
God’s power. The hosts of the Midianites were put to flight by 300 men
with pitchers and trumpets; if we first give our own selves to the Lord,
poor as we may be, the Master will accomplish the work ; but he asks for
the tools.

Fifth. Lastly, St. Paul presses home his message by pointing out the
great purpose of the grace of liberality. ‘ That there may be equality.”
Oh, Church of the living God, to whom have been committed the oracles
of God-—Light of the world—how long shall two-thirds of the humanrace
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6 A CHRISTIAN'S PRAYER.

remain in heathen darkness because the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ is hid from them ? How long shall the millions of Mohammedanism
remain unreached, the women of India cry for liberty, the people of
China be given up to superstition and cruelty; and the tribes of Africa

left in ignorance.
: **Shall we, whose souls are lighted

With glory from on high—
Shall we, to souls benighted,
The lamp of life deny? "

Whilst living in the heart of Africa, and hearing the cry on all hands
for teachers, one does not become deaf to the needs of England, or
become indifferent to its pressing demands, But one asks for an equality
between Christian profession and Christian service—between workers at
home and workers abroad. _

One longs for more Churches like that of Macedonia,who were willing
‘“ even beyond their power;" that if ‘“a year ago™ witnessed the readi-
ness to will and do, this year may see the fulfilment of its performance—
that ye may abound in this grace also—and there may be equality.

KagaroLE, Toro,

CENTRAL AFRICA,
e S ————

A Christian’s Prayer.

Y GOD, in me Thv . mighty power exert,
Enlighten, comfort, sané¢tify my heart;

Sweeten my temper, and subdue my will,
Make me like Jesus, with Thy spirit fill,
I want to live on earth a life of faith,
I want to credit all the Bible saith;
I want to imitate my Saviour’s life,
Avoiding lightness, gloom, and sinful strife.
I want to bring poor sinners to Thy throne,
I want to love and honour Christ alone ;
I want to feel the Spirit’s inward power,
And stand prepared for death’s important hour ;
I want a meek, a gentle, quiet frame,
A heart that glows with love to Jesus’ name;
i want a living sacrifice to be,
To Him, Who died a sacrifice for me.
I want to do whatever Gobp requires,
I want a heart to burn with pure desires;
I want to bz what Christ my Lord commands,
And leave myself, my all, in His dear hands.
O Lord, pour out Thy Spirit on my soul,
My will, my temper, and my tongue control ;
Lead me through life to glorify Thy grace,
And after death (o see Thee face to face.
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A Prayer for the New Year.

By Jno. D. GiLMORE.

‘*Shew me Thy ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths. Lead me in Thy
truth, and teach me: for Thou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do 1 wait
all the day " (Psalm xxv. 3, 4).

E have already started upon the unknown and untrodden
path of another year. Heartily and fervently we have
wished for each other that the year may be a happy one. If,
guided by the Holy Spirit, we get into the spirit of this

penitential and acrostic psalm, and can make this confident prayer
of David’s our own, we will have learned the secret of perennial
happiness. Everything in life, even the little things—the Alphabet
—will be made a means of holy song, and fervent praise, and
earnest prayer; and in the days that lie before us we shall taste the
sweetness of the *“all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.”

I have chosen these words for a brief meditation because the
spirit and mood of the Psalmist is just that in which all earnest
‘hearts will desire to be as they ‘“stand upon the portals of the
opening year.” Life is before us. The past has taught us. We
know there will be difficulties, possibly dangers, probably dis-
couragements, and may be disappointments. We know that we are
frail and feeble, and cannot meet one of these. Happy if already
we have learned that God alone is our sufficient Helper. The
Psalmist seemed to have looked back,and around, and forward, and
upward. From the hindrances and difficulties of the past he has
been made anxious concerning the future, and from the surrounding
circumstances he feels fearful about the future. He clearly under-
stands that he dare not place any confidence in himself, he is too
weak, too prone to go astray, too liable to fall, too easily overcome.
If all he dreads is to be surmounted, and all he fears is to be safely
passed, he must have a stronger hand, and a more reliable help than
self, or human friend. So he turns instantly to God, places all his
confidence in Him, and, in the only place where they can be found,
seeks grace to help, and strength to perform.

How earnest and intense is his petition! ¢ Shew me, Teach
me, Lead me.” Most sure am I that if this year is to be one of
spiritual progress and blessing, we must have God as our Teacher,
Leader, and Guide. We must start the year as David started this
Psalm, with God, saying, ¢ Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my
soul.” Let us lift up the soul in believing, confident trust, assured
that none save Jehovah can really help, or safely guide us. As one
has put it, ¢ Lift up your soul that its darkness may be penetrated
by His light, its maladies healed by His saving health.” The
previous Psalm tells us not to lift our soul to vanity ; this bids us lift
it up to the Lord. What a strikingly beautiful conception is here,
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B A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR.

as though we were constantly arising above the turmoil of earth to
saturate ourselves in the light and love of God. This is true
prayer, and prayer’s true attitude, ensuring for the soul speedy and
complete deliverance, however many may be the surrounding foes:
for, sheltering ourselves under the broad folds of Jehovah, we are
secure from their reach in Him.

Starting the year in such an attitude as this means that we start
right, by havmg right thoughts of God, of what He is, what He
does, what He promises: ‘TFor he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.” It means, too, that we have no confidence in
ourselves, but are ‘“looking (off) unto Jesus,” in confident expecta-
tion of readv and willing help. In such a spirit as this we can
present our three-fold petition ; yea, we can ask what we will and
He will do it.

Shew me Thy ways, O Lord. There are two ways along which
we may go this year, two paths in which we may tread. The ways
of men, or the ways of God; the paths of sin, or the paths of
righteousness. Will we not, with David, desire only Tay Ways?
Whatever they may mean, or whatever they may bring, our ways
for this new year must be God’s ways for us. Of this we may rest
satisfied that God's way will always be right, willalways be safe. It
may not prove smooth, or pleasant, or easy, but it will always lead
straight to Himself. The wilderness journey led to Canaan. It
was a ‘‘ terrible wilderness,” but it was God’s way. Shall we not
look up into His face and say, ‘“Shew me Thy way, O Lord.”

** Smooth let it be or rough,
It will be still the best.”

Teach me Thy paths. The Psalmist desires more than simply to
be shewn God's way. He wants to walk in it. He longs for that

inward guidance and teaching that will ensure his taking right

ways, his walking in the paths of God’s appointment. So let it be
with us. Having, through the ministry of the Word, been shewn

God’s way, let us cry, “ Father, guide my feet into Thy way.” In

other words, let obedience—implicit obedience—to the way and will

of God characterize our course this year. Filled with, and guided
by the Holy Spirit, may we at all times be ‘“caused to walk in His
statutes, and to keep His judgments, and do them.” Pause justa
moment, and hear Him say, ¢ I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy

right hand ” and then in the SImp11c1ty of faith say:

# Hold Thou my hand! and closer, closer draw me
To Thy dear sel{-—my hope, my joy, myall:
Hold Thou my hand ! lest haply I should wander,
And, missing Thee, my trembling feet should fall.”

Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me. Is not this a higher stage,
and a further step in his prayer ? What God has shewn him, and

‘by His Spirit taught him, he desires to be kept in. He is deeply
anxious that his walking in the right way and righteous path may
‘not be a spasmodic thing—but steadfast as the truth or faithfulness
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of God. This is none other than that which Paul desired for the
"Thessalonians, Sanctification and final perseverance. ¢ Thevery
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you, who also
will do it.” Let us in full consciousness of our utter helplessness,
and in the abandonment of complete submission say :

““Take Thou my hand, and lead me,

Lord, as I go;

Into Thy perfect image
Help me to grow.

Still in Thine own pavilion
Shelter Thou me;

Keep me, O Father, keep me,
Close, close to Thee! ™

How delightful is the Psalmist’s assurance! ¢ Thou art the God of
my salvation.” We can pray confidently when we can claim God as
our own. My soul, is this assurance thine? If God be the God of
my salvation, what enemy can harm me! what foe can molest me!
what danger need affright me! If He has undertaken to eternally
save, will He not be sure to guide, and guard, and teach?

Let us be sure that we have appropriated God, and that we
know Him as ours. Then can we go through the year, day by day,
and ‘“ just be glad.” Before every circumstance that comes athwart
our path we can say, I will cry unto God Most High: unto God
that performeth all things for me.” ¢ Thou hast undertaken the
work, and T cherlsh the confidence that Thou wilt do everything that
is necessary.’

How humble and expectant is the Psalmist’s attitude!” “On
Thee do 1 wait all the day.” If we have made his three-fold
petition ours, and have the same ¢ blessed assurance,” then let us
assume the same attitude of expectant waiting. Be sure that the
answer will come, and if you see not the way or path to take, wait

“till you know certainly. ¢ Wait all theday.” We must possess our
soul in patience. What we are sure of, we can confidently wait for.
* Though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come, it will not
tarry.”

" The Lord is strong to save us, He is a faithful Friend :
Trust on, trust on, believer! Oh, trust Him to the end.”

Remember—there are no difficulties with God! My family, my
position, my peculiar temptations, are all known to Him, and there
is nothmg too hard for the Lord.

¥* % ¥

It you ask the way to the Crown—'tis by the cross! To the
mountain—'tis by the valley ! To exaltation—"'tis ‘he that humbleth
himself!”

X % %

That is the most absolute faith, which trusts God in the dark.
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Revival.

which came from ¢ the presence of the Lord " about the year

1859, ahd most of us have heard of it from Christians older

than ourselves. At that time hearts were turned from sin to
righteousness, from the power of Satan unto God, and from self-
will to submission. It was not merely some passing influence; for
many of the most useful of God’s servants and the most consistent
Christians date their new birth from that period. Careless men
and women were awakened to feel the misery and danger of their
godless lives. The story of the love, and life, and death of the
Lord Jesus stood out before their minds as something real. Knees
that had never before bent in prayer did so now; voices that had
been used in blasphemy were for the first time lifted in thanksgiving.
There were tears of sorrow for wasted lives and sins of word and
deed, and there was joy and praise for the good news of pardon
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

One very remarkable characteristic of this revival was the
absence of any one great preacher. God used all sorts and con-
ditions of men and women for His work, and sometimes permitted
no human being to meddle with it. For example, a friend was
called to see a poor man who had been an ungodly scoffer. This
man told him that he went into the country to spend a Sunday in
sin, with wicked companions, and he was struck down in the garden
of one of hisungodly friends, overpowered with the thought, < God
has nothing to do with me, and I surely have nothing to do with
God ;" and then the Lord showed him the fountain opened for sin,
and the peace of God filled his soul. The great transaction had
taken place before the Christian friend arrived. In this case God
the Holy Ghost personally met the sinner, and there was no human
instrument used.

SOME of us can remember a little of the ¢ times of refreshing

There never was a revival in the heart of the individual
Christian, in the Church, or in the world but was directly the work
of the Holy Spirit. We need expeét no change in this, for it is
God’s plan. There has been much excitement from time to time,
and often great admiration and seeking after some wonderful
preacher ; but fleshly excitement or man-worship has died out, and
the work of the Spirit alone survives: * Every plant, which My
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up "’ (Matt. xv. 13).

We all pray very often that the Lord may revive His work ; but
are we not sometimes vague in our ideas of what we mean by this?
We ask that the Lord will pour out His Spirit and send a general
revival in His Church, and we lose sight of it that the Church is
made up of individuals, and that each of us should be willing that
He shall begin with ourselves; then, knowing that God alone can
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do the work, we must put ourselves into His hands, as His instru-
. ments, so that, by His Almighty power, He can use us as He
pleases, and when He will, and where He will.

When the people of Israel were taken away from their own,
land and were in sore bondage, the Lord raised up His servants to
bring about the return of some of them to their own land; and
Ezra, while confessing their ungratefulness and unworthiness, yet,
in looking back over the Lord’s mercies, he says, ‘“ And now for a
little space grace hath been shewed from the Lord our God . . . .
to give us a nail”’ (“‘a constant and sure abode,” marginal reading,)
“in His holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us
a little reviving in our bondage. For we were bondmen; yet our
God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy
unto us”’ (Ezra ix. 8, g).

He is as ready to send us a reviving as He was to do so for the
Israelites. May He give to each of us a Divine longing for
Himself, that we may be able to say with truth, “ As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O
God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God "’ (Ps. xlit. 1, 2).
And then may He satisfy us, saying, * Drink, yea, drink abundantly,
O beloved ” (Cant. v. 1). Then what glorious witnesses we shall be
for Him in this unsatlsfymg world, this ¢ “dry and thirsty land,
where no water is.

*Revive Thy work, O Lord!

Now to Thy saints appear ;

Oh, speak the word to every soul,
And let Thy people hear.

Revive Thy work, O Lord;
Give Pentecostal showers.

Be Thine the glory, Thine alone!

The blessing, Lord, be ours!” Christiana,

*® This timely paper appears in an excellent little monthly vecovd of undenomi-
national Evangelistic wovk that veaches us, entitled *° Gleanings from Spain.”
It struck a chovd in our hearts and vecalled happy memories of the Revival times
veferved to, and we gladly give it a place in ** Footsteps of Truth,” trusting it
may awaken and deepen longings for further *“showers of blessing ;" though,
happily, some still labouring for Chvist have never ceased to witness manifesta-
tions of God’s converting power with His preached Word during the past forty
years, since that memovable visitation, Yet we seem to hear the Word of the
Lord, *“ And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lovd thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know
what was in thine heart” (Deuteronomy viit. 2), for amidst all the blessing theve
has been deep cause for humiliation that move has not been accomplished for Him
whom we love and sevve. May the New Century on which we ave enteving bring
us times of revival in every department of Christian work, and in every part of
the habitable globe.—Editor of * FoorsTEPs oF TRUTH.”
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Old Stories Re-told.

By WirrLiam Lurr.

No. 1.—THE SAVING MARK,

“ The Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him”

(Genesis iv. 15).

L HEN time, bald-headed now, was young and fair,
And the new world moved leisurely along,

Giving to man a slower, longer life,

Two brothers rose and to twain altars brought
Th’ offerings of their praise for heav'n’s free gifts.

One was a shepherd : at his side he led
The firstlings of his flock: the other brought
Fruit of the ground that his own hands had tilled.
The one his God accepted, for by faith
He grasped the solemn truth of death through sin,
While to his mind prophetic light revealed,
The Lamb of God his sacrifice the type.
The other, heaven refused, a bloodless rite.
And for this cause they quarrelled, till alone
A brother’s blood flowed by a brother’s hand.
"T'was persecution’s first encrimsoned crime,
The rill that to a scarlet river swelled,
Flooded in after years with human gore,
Poured in libations from ten thousand hearts.
But as a voice spake to the angry soul,
Red with the staining blood of martyred saints,
So spake a voice to Cain, cursing the deed;
And when the trembling wretch, crushed to the earth
Beneath the awful punishment pronounced,
Pleaded for mercy, mercy was bestowed ;
And o’er his head protection spread its wings:
A murderer cursed, and yet preserved by God ;
Bearing the mark of sin, yet marked as one
Whom none might smite ; justice and mercy joined.

And there are Cains to-day, self-righteous Cains,

Who bring their free-will offerings to the Lord ;
Not as His law demands, but as they choose,
The flowers, and fruits, of a well-cultured life ;
They loathe a blood-stained sacrifice, and scorn
The humble brother God in love accepts.
O thou, religious, persecuting Cain,
Thy altar, and thy worship are accursed !
And would’st thou smite the heart that tells thee so,
Though it should be thy kinsman and thy friend ?

O would that thou could’st feel the doom pronounced,
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Not by thy brother’s lips, but by thy God ;

And conscious that thou canst not bear it, ask
The mercy that the bleeding Lamb procures.

It should be thine, and on thy brow, once proud,
There should be set the mark, the very mark,
That once thou didst despise, the cross in blood.
Beneath that mark, how safe from every foe !

A sinner, yet preserved, preserved in life !
How strange it seems, that justice does not smite
The murderers of life’s pure innocence;

Yet, could we see, perhaps there is a cause

That stays the blow, marks of a mother’s kiss,

A father’s prayer, perhaps a sister’s tear,

These for awhile keep back the threat'ning sword ;

But it must fall unless thy mark be blood,

The sprinkled blood that covers human guilt ;

Then, though thy hands were stained with blackest crimes,
Thou would’st be safe, for God would shelter thee.

O God, look down! see if Thy mark be here!

AW
T/

Mephibosheth.

11. SAMUEL IX.

By Tuomas NEWBERRY,
Epitor oF “Tue EncLisuMax’s BIBLE,”

off his kindness to himn and his seed. The family of Saul

having come under the judgment of God, David makes this

inquiry, ‘“Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul,
that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?” Saul had
shown himself the enemy of David, but Jonathan had been his true
friend. :
Ziba had been a servant of Saul, he may be taken as a type of
the world, and he afterwards proved a traitor (1. Samuel xvi.)
David said to Ziba, ¢ Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that
I may shew the kindness [grace] of God unto him ?” It is man-
like to resent injuries, but it is God-like to forgive, Grace overcomes
evil with good, and shows love irrespective of character for the sake
of another. So God acts to us, for though we were alienated and
enemies in our mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled
us for the sake of His beloved Son. The Lord Jesus has so filled
up the exchequer of Geod’s grace that His grace is overflowing, and
He seems to ask, ¢ 1s there yet a vessel that I can pour it into? "
(11. Kings iv, 3-6).

JONATHAN had made David swear that he would never cut
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“ And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which
is lame on his feet.” David might have said, ** He w111 be no profit
to me, he cannot fight my battles nor run my errands.” By nature
WE ARE LAME BY THE FALL (see chapter iv. 4), and at the best are but
UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS.

““ And the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba said
unto the king, Behold, 5E is in the house of Machir, the son of
Ammiel, in Lo-debar.” ¢ Lo-debar” signities, No WORD, or WITH-
OUT PASTURE; so we by nature dwell in a dry and thlrsty land
where there is a famine of the Word of God. David seeks
Mephibosheth, not he David; so it is God’s sovereign grace that
seeks us and brings us nigh when we were “yet a great way off ”
““ We love Him, because He first loved us” (1. John iv. 19).

When Mephlbosheth came to David, he fell on his face and did
reverence ; and confessed himself his servant. ¢ And David said
unto him, Fear not.” Mephibosheth might have shrunk at being
brought into the king’s presence, but David quells the rising fear
with those sweet words, ¢ Fear not.”

The oft-recurring words in Scripture, ¢ Fear not,” stand as gems
on the sacred page.

“ For I will surely shew thee kindness [grace] for Jonathan thy
father’s sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father.”
David promised not only to restore, the land of Jonathan, but that of
Saul, the royal inheritance. Not only have we pardon for Jesus’
sake, but the forfeited inheritance is restored, we are made heirs of
an incorruptible one, all that was lost in Adam has been restored by
grace. ‘‘Jonathan means gift of Jehovah, so Christ was God’s
“unspeakable gift.”

“ Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.” Mephibosheth
may sit at the king’s table. So when the prodigal son is received
back, the father said to the servants, * Bring hither the fatted calf,
and kill it ; and let us eat, and be merry ” (Luke xv. 23), the father
sits at the head of the table. The behever on whom the mercy of
God has been shown for Christ’s sake, may take his place continually
at the Lord’s table.

And as Mephibosheth BoweDp HIMSELF in reverence, and still
calls himself sErvANT, comparing himself to a DEAD dog; so to
those who were once DEAD in TREsPassEs and siNs, a sense of
pardoning mercy and abounding grace humbles in the dust.

Ziba and his sons were to till the land and supply Mephibosheth
with all needed provision; so to those who seek ¢ first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness,” all these things are to be added
unto them ; whilst all their spiritual blessings are supplied by God
Himself (verses 9, 10).

As Mephibosheth dwelt in JErusaLEm, so the believer has
“ come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem” (Hebrews xii. 22); for our citizenship is in

I(l:e;iiven from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
rist
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Obedience.
A LESSON FOR THE NEW YEAR.

By HersBerT R. Francis.

SENTENCE taken from that incomparable twenty-third

Psalm, ¢ Thou prepavest,” suggests many precious thoughts

beyond those found in the immediate context, such as the

table of provision, the anointed head, and the overflowing
cup. There are many things our God lovingly prepares for His
royal household.

In the book of Jonah we shall find some of these. Four things
all prepared of God, and all needed to teach the disobedient prophet
absolute OBEDIENCE.

What a contrast to the twenty-third Psalm! Is it possible that
the children of God need to be dealt with in such totally different
ways? One enjoying the quietness of spiritual communion repre-
sented by the ‘“table;” another needing, shall I say, a monster of
the deep te swallow him,

The next step in the Divine patient teaching is the prepared
gourd, and for a while, under its shady shelter Jonah rejoiced with
great joy.

But the same Hand that prepared the welcome gourd, prepared
the worm that withered it so suddenly, and surely in that rapid
removal of his comfort and protection he should have heard a
voice calling to repentance, and to immediate returning.

The lesson of the deep had not done all its work, or Jonah
would not have sinned with his lips and begen angry, petulant, even
to wishing his life to be taken! The prepared fish, the prepared
gourd, the prepared worm, and then the prepared vehement east
wind to smite him, and with that the veil is lowered over a
disobedient prophet, who declares that he does well to be angry.

Oh, beloved Christian, to obey is better than work, better than
sacrlﬁce, better than what seems great success.

Perhaps, to someone who reads this the message has come,
“ Arise, and go,” and you have delayed and not gone. 1 do not
mean to heathen lands, that may or may not be; but there is some
untrodden path, that a voice has clearly called you to enter, and
you have not taken one step along it. How dangerous is delay in
such a case. How sad is the picture of Jonah. He did not like
the drudgery (as it seemed to him) of the A. B. C. of relationship
with God, and the true communion of perfect obedience. May we
learn it. There is

A SUGGESTIVE STORY.
told of a youth who was being taught to play the violin, by one of
the first masters in Italy.

Of course, he began with the scales. After a year of continuous
grinding he thought he would be sure to get something more
pleasing to himself and friends; but the order was, go back to your
scales. Again, he plodded on, obediently, but weary often, for

Footsteps of Truth, New Series 19 (1801)



Footsteps of Truth, New Series, 19 (1901)

16 “WHAT IS IN THINE HAND?"

another year. Now, said he to himself, as the year closed, now

what will it be! To his astonishment he was still to keep to the

scales. Obediently he went on, and at the end of this further

year, tremblingly he asked his teacher, What next? ¢ You can

gonow and need not return, you are the greatest player in Europe ! ”

Oh believer, let this new year—this new century, be characterised

by absolute obedience to His Word. te never wishes us to do anything

. out of harmony with His love. Our constant prayer should be to
know ¢ that good, and perfect, and acceptable will of God.”

Jesus, my Saviour and my Lord, Fain would I trust and comprehend
To Thee I lift mine eyes; Thy love more clearly still.
Teach and instruct me by Thy Word,

And make me truly wise. Oh, may Thy wordsmy thoughtsengage,

In each perplexing case;
Make me to know and understand i Help me to feed on every page,
Thy whole revealed will ; ‘ And grow in every grace.

e
“What is in Thine Hand?”

¢ HAT is in thine hand, Abel?” ¢ Nothing but a wee lamb,
O God, taken from the flock. I purpose offering it to
Thee, a willing sacrifice.”

And so he did; and the sweet smell of that burning
has been filling the air ever since, and constantly going up to God
as a perpetual sacrifice of praise,

¢« What is it thou hast 1n thine hand, Moses? ”
¢ Nothing but a staff, O God, with which I tend my flocks.”
“ Take 1t, and use it for Me.”

And he did; and with it wrought more wondrous things than

Egypt and her proud king had seen before.

¢ Mary, what is that thou hast in thine hand?”

“ Nothing but a pot of sweet-smelling ointment, O God, where-
with I would anoint Thine Holy One, called Jesus.”

And so she did; and not only did the perfume fill all the house
in which they were, but the Bible-reading world has been fragrant
with the memory of this blessed act of love, which has ever since
been spoken of ¢ for a memorial of her.”

¢ Poor woman, what is that thou hast in thine hand ?
“Only two mites, Lord. It is very little; but then it is all I
have, and I would put it into Thy treasury.”

And so she did; and the story of her generous giving has ever
since wrought like a charm in prompting others to give to the Lord.

““ What is that thou hast in thine hand, Dorcas?”
““ Only a needle, Lord.”
¢ Take it, and use it for Me.”

And so she did ; and not only were the suffering poor of ]oppa
warmly clad, but, lnSpll‘ed by her loving life, ¢ Dorcas Societies ”
even now continue their benign mission to the poor throughout the
earth.—Life of Faith.
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In Memoriam.
THE LATE REvV. C. A, FOX,

ITH deep sorrow we announce the death of the Rev.
Charles Armstrong Fox, B.A., for twenty-five years in-
cumbent of Eaton Chapel, S.W., during which time we
have known and loved him as one of the most humble and

consecrated servants of Christ one is likely to meet on earth. It
seems but yesterday we sat together at the memorial services on the
occasion of the funeral of the beloved C. H. Spurgeon, held in the
Metropolitan Tabernacle, when he was evidently deeply moved under
the sense of the loss the Church of God on earth had been called to
suffer in the decease of the prince of preachers—a loss multiplied
and intensified indeed since that occasion ; and but few will be more
missed than C. A. Fox, who has now entered into vest after a period
of inexpressible suffering but of perfect peace. In Belgravia and
at Keswick his removal will be most deeply felt, but we shall soon
meet again.

The following brief memorial sketch, which appeared in The
Record of last week, will be read with interest :—

“ Mr, Fox graduated from St. John’s College, Cambridge, in 1858, and
was in his sixty-fifth year at his death. For nearly a year and a-half he
has suffered greatly ; latterly very greatly indeed. He expired in his little
country home at Dorking, watched over by Mrs. Fox, assisted by devoted
friends ; the last breath was drawn ¢ as the day broke and the birds began
to sing.’

* Mr. Fox has been widely known for just a quarter of a century as a
gifted spiritual teacher in his London church, as a fruitful writer in the
field of spiritual literature, and in particular as a speaker at the Keswick
Convention, whose utterances had quite a peculiar power and beauty of
their own. Not less noteworthy than his addresses were his extempore
prayers.in religious meetings; none who followed them, with thought and
heart, can ever forget their depth and spiritual grasp of the promises and
presence of God, and of the inmost needs of the soul. Iess widely, Mr.
Fox is known as the Christian poet. His verse has never quite caught
the public; it was perhaps, at its best, too entirely refined in thought and
expression. But it is not too much to say that not a few of his poems
would have done honour to a Wordsworth, had they appeared among
those shorter compositions on which Wordsworth’s fame will mainly rest
in history. Few men have seen deeper into nature as a manifestation of
God, and have more perfectly connected it as such with His revelation in
His Word, and have more charmingly set the whole in purest verse, than
C.A.Fox. To the last the poetic gift was with him ; within a very short
distance of the end he produced, from amidst his hours of heavy suffering,
some of the sweetest and strongest of his songs of the heart.

“ But, after all, to those permitted to know him privately, whether in
or out of his congregation, the man himself was the great power. I have
never, I think, known a friend who more perfectly combined two thmgs not

NOTE .—An excellent portrait and sketch of Mr. Fox's life appeared in
“ The Christian "’ for December 13th. MORGAN AND SCOTT.
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always seen in their ideal harmony—a close walk with God and therichest,
fullest human sympathies. No friend of Mr. Fox could ever imagine his
presence and company apart from the certainty that his dear Lord was
with him. And no friend of his could ever give him the slightest chance
of entering into any sorrow, joy, care, or work in the friend’s own life
without finding him ready to give the most affectionate and detailed
attention and sympathy. This was no surface sweetness. We were
always finding proofs of the firm hold he retained over the interests even
passingly confided to him. It was a nature which loved to go out to
others. . It was beautifully and largely human; yet all was Christian, all
was holy. I think that everyone who knew him, even slightly, as a friend,
will acquit me of the least over-statement.

“ All this life was lived under many crosses. His health was never
good ; for many years he hardly ever had a good night’s sleep. Stroke
after stroke fell upon him in the way of bereavement, calling away
beloved relatives who were his helpers in work for God. His ministry
itself involved the strnggle with some specially difficult conditions, though
these were alleviated by the devoted love of his congregation. Then at
last came the tremendous trial of the last illness, involving one of the
severest forms of human suffering. Was he ever ‘caught tripping’
under these burdens? 1 believe that those who know best will say that a
more continuous victory of faith, love, and hope could hardly have been
won.

“ So he passed away ¢ as the day broke and the birds began to sing,’ a
beautiful parable of the light and joy awaiting this servant and singer of
the Lord on the other side the veil.

¢ Eight lines, written a few months before the end, are a true expression
of his spirit under trial. They are headed by the words, ‘ Moses drew
near the thick darkness where God was’ (Exodus xx. 21).

*Challenge the darkness, whosoe'er it be—
Sorrow’s thick darkness, or strange mystery

Of prayer or Providence! Persist intent,

And thou shalt find Love's veiled sacrament ;
Some secret revelation, sweetness, light,

Waits to waylay the wrestler of the night.

In the thick darkness, at its very heart,

Christ meets, transfigured, souls He calls apart.’

“H.C.G.M."

GEMS OF THOUGHT.

I cannot be poor so long as God is rich, for all His riches are
mine.-—Bernard.

¥ *

None go to heaven but those who have a taste for it on earth.—
Foster.

* % %

He that has slight thoughts of six#, never has great thoughts of

God.-——Owen. ‘
* % %

There are some philosophers who, in the matter between Christ
and Belial, say that on both sides there should be yielding. ILet
them try, and do what they can, and do not grudge them their
pains ; for if they make the devil religious, and one with God, they
will be the first who could.—Luther.
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Bible Readings.

The Believer’'s Standing in Christ,
IT IS GOD'S OWN TESTIMONY TO US ALL.

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.

Ye are complete, or made full in Him.

For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
‘sanctified, or set apart as His sons, as members of Christ’s

Body, all who have believed 1n Him.

1. Christ by His offering for sin has for ever settled it in all
its consequences in a penal sense for all who believe in
Him. Thus, we have rest of conscience, because resting
in His perfect work for us.

2. God has given to us, and we have, a perfect Saviour who
has procured and purchased for us a salvation, perfect,
complete, and eternal.

3. God has brought us into a perfect and unchangeable
standing before Him: for God assures us that ‘“as
Christ is in His presence, so are we in this world.,” He
the Divine Head, and we the Members of His Body.
Hallelujah! W.H.

What we are to aim at, and attain to, as His
Redeemed Children.

11, Timothy iii. 17, “That the man of God may be perfect”—
that is, fitted as an able workman to do all he is bid.

Colossians i. 28, ‘“That we may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus "—ended, or complete. Not babes, but men, Paul’s
aim.

Acts xviil. 26, “ Expounded unto them the Word of God more
perfectly ”——or, accurately.

Seven Blessings for us in Christ Jesqs.

Pardon for all our sins.

Peace with God.

Power for our walk and testimony.

Preservation—* Preserved in Christ Jesus " (Jude 1).

Perseverance—¢ He that hath begun a good work in us.”

Protection—** His left hand is under my head, and His right
hand doth embrace me.” ,

7. Eternal Pleasures—** In His presence is fulness of joy,” &c.

W.H.

S
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BIBLE READINGS.

The Coming of the Lord:

WHY, WHEN, AND HOW SHOULD WE EXPECT HIM?

WHY SsouLp weg Expecr Him?

Promise on earth (John xiv.)
Promise from heaven (Revelation xxii.)

WHEN Suouvrp weg Expect Him ?

No time stated.

No sign of necessity to precede His coming ror His
saints.

The silence of Scripture as to the time of His coming
is in order that we may be always expecting Him.,

He is coming sooN (Hebrews x. 37).

Young converts at Thessalonica (1. Thess. i. g9, 10).

HOW Suourp weg Expecr Him?

-t

10.

Luke xxiv. 50; Acts i.g-11.
What will happen ?
1. Thessalonians itv. 15-18 ; 1. Corinthians xv. 51, 52.

. ¢ The eternal God is our Refuge,” &c.(Deut, xxxiil. 27).

The Eternal Life. The Life ¢ wasmade flesh,” and revealed
Himself (1. John 1. 2).

. The true Geod, the God of truth, the living God, and the

King of eternity (Jeremiah x. 10).
¢« The King eternal” (1. Timothy i. 17).

“ He became the author (ov cause) of eternal salvation to all
them that obey Him ” (Hebrews v.g).

«“ He has obtained eternal redemption forus” (Heb. ix. 12).
His promise to us the eternal inhevitance (Hebrews ix. 15).

. God has called us to His eternal glory (1. Peter v. 10), and His

salvation in Christ Jesus (11. Timothy ii. 10).

«« We know that if the earthly house . . . we have a building
of God . . . eternal in the heavens” (11, Corinthians v. 1).

. The fallen angels are reserved in everlasting chains, and

Sodom and Gowmorrah are set forth for an example to us,
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire (Jude 7).
The awful doom of the unsaved (Mark ix. 43-48).

«« Face to Face.”

ELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL (11. John 12).
AITHFUL TESTIMONY (Acts xxv. 16).
UTURE GLORY (1. Corinthians xiii. 12).
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Central East Africa.

FURTHER LETTERS FROM
MISS RUTH HURDITECH.

THe KiNnG as A TYPEWRITER-——BRIMFUL OF HAPPINESS—
EurorEax SErRvICE—THE Rising vp COUNTRY—
A CounTry o¥ SURPRISES AND CHANGES—DEATH oF REv.
Martin HarL—A Tracic HUuE ox MissionaRy WoRK—GRAND
NaTive TeEAaAcHERS—VAST DisTRICTS, ABSOLUTELY HEATHEN—
ITINERATING WORK—THE CHILDREN—
A Crass or WOMEN.

In a very interesting letter written to her sister from Miss Ruth
Hurditch, we cull the following extracts :—

KABAROLE, TORO,
September 15th.
THE KING AS A TYPEWRITER.

I dare say you saw in June Gleaner an exact facsimile of the king of
Toro’s letter of thanks to a sender of a typewriter to him—well, I enclose
one sent to me vesterday at the dispensary; he has often written, but it
struck me you would like to have the original : of which the following is the
translation :—

“To MisTrEss HurDITCH,—

“ How are you, my friend? Now I am telling you that I am ill.
I am needing medicine to cause perspiration. But I do not want
medicine very badly. Good-bye. God guard you.
* Davip—KiInG.”

If father is wanting a typewriter in his office, shall I offer his majesty
the post ?

Every day seems to bring me something fresh to be thankful for; I am
sure if I were not one of the happiest girls living, the very he1ghts of
Ruwenzori would call out against me! Yes! I am just

BRIMFUL OF HAPPINESS,

Each day seems to get brighter; it makes such a difference when one can
really begin to understand the people, and talk a little with them. '

Do you know, I am intensely glad for every day of my past life; for
although it has been marked with failure at every stage, yet those very
failures make me stronger for the future.

. Make the very best use of your time—furnish yourself in
every possible way, so that the mind may be filled with resources, and
may not wear out .with constant work. I mean in this way; if in a
distant station like this, when you are placed with just two or three other
Europeans, it is a real treat sometimes to be able to live outside your little
sphere.
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The next Sunday afternoon, six of the fort gentlemen came down for

A EUROPEAN SERVICE

at our little church; this is only the second English service I have
attended since February, so you can imagine how perfectly heavenly
it was.

(To her parvents.)

. The above was followed by a letter, dated September 30th, in

which, after describing the great delight with which she received a
letter from home, the only one out of many that had been sent
during the previous eight weeks, the beloved missionary continues:

It is a relief to know that communication is restored, and perhaps the
fortnightly mails will arrive once more. '

The mails, however, are very unreliable up this end, and I do think
that heaps of letters and packages get lost on the road, or else friends in
London are poor correspondents. If only people could understand how
unspeakably valued are letters out here, where sometimes one does feel
unutterably lonely, they would write oftener. . . .

It makes one feel a bit cut off from the world when these things
happen. I am afraid you have been without tidings from me for some time.

THE RISING UP COUNTRY

has been serious—the mail of July 8th from Mengo to England destroyed,
and the men murdered. Telegraphic communication has been stopped by
the wires baving been cut in several places. They say about 8o of the
mail runners must have been killed. Sir Harry Johnston had to hastily
return to Mengo from here to try and put an end to affairs. Perhaps this
accounts for two of my loads having been lost on their way up—one a food
load, the other private things. They say there will be no chance of
recovering them ; it is a little awkward, as the former contained essentials,
such as starch, sugar, currants, and biscuits—and the latter, heaps of
treasured nick-nacks; however, I know I have been very fortunate, com-
pared with what some other missionaries have had to meet—the burning
of house and possessions more than once. This is

A COUNTRY OF SURPRISES AND CHANGES,

we can never say from one week to another what will happen—workers
are always getting moved about, and political affairs take strange
developments. The whole of the Uganda Mission received a frightful -
shock on hearing of the sudden

DEATH OF REV. MARTIN HALL,

one of the grandest mmen out here., He has worked for many years, and was
a man of remarkable abilities. I daresay you have read of his death. He
had gone to take a sick fellow missionary back to his station, and aithough
a renowned swimmer, got drowned by his boat capsizing on the Victoria
Nyanza, quite close to Ugowe Bay, where you will remember we started
from on our way up.

I had a long talk with him when in Mengo, as he knew Philip by name
as interested in C.5.5.M. work; before coming here he took the annual
services at Llandudno. He was to have refurned to England with the
Bishop after Christmas—wvia Nile—all arrangements had been made, and
his aged mother and sister, who were wrapped up in him, were eagerly
looking forward to his return after five years’ absence.
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By the same mail we also heard of Rev, Ryder’s death in Hausaland,
and another of that party not expected to live ; you may remember they
were dismissed with us, and sat just in front of me, such fine men, Truly
these things cast

A TRAGIC HUE ON MISSIONARY WORK.

Friends at home, do not think God’s victories are easily won! India has
its polytheism, China its bigotry, and Africa its sacrifice of human life.
As I glanced at the frontispiece of the July Intelligencer, and read through
those long lists of its missionaries who are among those now ‘“made
perfect,” I do not wonder that Africa is open for the gospel, and its people
are pressing into the kingdom. Aye, father,if only you could see some of
these
GRAND NATIVE TEACHERS,

who have so imbibed Christianity as.to have lost all care for aught else
but the spread of its gospel, and think of what material they have been
moulded, you would feel a thrill of spiritual revival in your own heart.

Do not think that I am taking a one-sided view of the case whenT tell
you that it is impossible to live as we are, surrounded by heathenisin,
without feeling at times absolutely vverwrought by the pressing needs, and
the scantiness of labourvers. Really you must either kill yourself by worrying
over it, or be unwilling to heedits cries. If only you can realize that a few
miles from here are

VAST DISTRIC’I‘S ABSOLUTELY HEATHEN

now, which, if they had one European for one year to organize work there,
would produce 500—1,000 people perhaps, ready to renounce their old
devil worship, and become regular daily readers of the gospels. And
what does this mean, not merely Christianity planted, but the whole
character of the people and country changed. One can hardly believe
that these splendid specimens of manhood, as seen in the king and chiefs
of Toro, can be the same as those who were plundered, imprisoned, poor,
and unenlightened five years back. Then they only lived in dirty little
grass huts, scantily clothed, and indulgent in all the heathen customs of
polygamy, etc. Now they live in clean, splendid houses, can discuss
most intelligently with you, and show the most courteous behaviour in
every way; and, best of all, their object first and foremost is to learn and
teach Christ. Truly we may exclaim, What hath God wmug}tt ! Surely
the mission fields are the very best “shares” to *“invest” one’s life in !

Our work is chiefly one of routine, though; it is the daily teaching and
living among the women, seeking to lead them step by step into the
Christian llfe, and rouse them to action.

ITINERATING WORK

is difficult for ladies, as you cannot go two miles from Toro without being
obliged to wade swamps, which in some cases come up to one’s neck.
Two days ago we were visiting quite close, and found the crude little
native bridge, or rather tree trunks, had been washed away, and so we
had to paddle through its waters; but still we hope after Christmas to go
touring. Now we sometimes go to a station or garden a few miles away,
I take my medical chest, and Miss Pike reading sheets. When we reach
our destination, the sick are brought ont on mats, or else I am taken into
their huts to attend to the patients. It is delightful work, and one gets
terribly fond of the natives, who just love you for coming to them.

THE CHILDREN
generally show their bad taste for European beauty, and start howling
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like chimpanzees, while others get together to decide to which sex we
belong !

It is touching to see the presents that are constantly coming from one
and another, from the king down to the poorest peasant.

To-day, I have commenced to teach in the Church. I am taking

A CLASS OF WOMEN,

and have started with 21. I am taking them through St. Mark. We meet
at eight, and teach till nine, when I have to hurry across to my dear
patients. I am afraid my teaching powers are almost nil at present, for
the language is still a difficulty ; perhaps I am impatient, as we have not
been here six months yet, and I have had no teaching except Mr.
Maddox’s two hours to three hours a week, and no books. But sometimes
I feel as if I never shall get it. On the strength of reading Moses’ excuse
to God, and the grand reply, ‘ Who hath made man’s mouth . . . I will
be with thy mouth,” this morning I ventured to the class; but to keep on
talking for one whole hour was a terrible tax on one’s faith, especially

when one firmly believes that the day of the gift of unknown tongues is
over. .

India.
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS FROM

MISS BEATRICE HURDITEH.

We are glad to report that the health of this beloved missionary has.
greatly improved during her stay at Mussorie, in the Himalayas, from
whence she has lately started for her work in Benares.

Orp GoverNnMENT House CoMPOUNDS—SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

GERGAUM, BOMBAY,
(Qctober 18th.

Yesterday, Miss Edge took me to see a little of Mrs. Hume's work:
here, and her native schools for famine children, and I have never been so-
impressed with what I call the finest native mission as [ was when I was
taken through the various departments. We went first to hear the elder
boys and girls sing, and even in the glees and carols they gave us with all
the four parts, I could detect a little of the camp meeting rhythm, for
which America is so famous.

We then visited the 18g7 famine children, who also sang to us, and from
thence we see the famine children of the present year. Oh, what a
striking contrast! It was a most pathetic sight! Then, after a cup of
tea, Mrs. Hume (dear old lady, she was born a missionary, her father
labouring in South India for 47 years) shewed us some of the beautiful
gold and silver embroideries that her girls worked, and which are sold for
the benefit of the mission.

From thence we all drove to the

OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE COMPOUNDS,
where the largest branch of the work is carried on; we were introduced
to a well-ordered school of 250 native lads. 1 gave some of the children
who understood English a little account of what London missions and
children’s services are like, as they are so different to what they are
accustomed to.
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After that, we were taken to the hospital, and shown a dying famine
child. I could hardly believe it was a human being at all; I really
couldn’t speak; it quite overcame me,

I know Bombay very well by this time, and between the hours that I
have given to the schools, teachers, students, and Bible readings, &c., I
‘have visited all the places of interest.

The friends here are very anxious for me to return in February to
.arrange a few meetings for

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS,

but I am afraid this will hardly be. practicable, as once in Benares, my
‘time will be more than occupied.

o
e

ertmg again on November 23rd from the Girton DIOCGSELH
.College, Mussorie, she says :(— :

I have been holding soldiers’ meetings here; Miss Townsend, one of
our Z.B.s helping me. Next mail you will hear the account, which
.another of our missionaries will write out for Footsteps of Truth. There
were, we believe, five or six conversions. The Rev.Mr. Evans, of the
C.M. S was keptin day after day deahng with anxious souls. Praise. the
iLord! :

AW
Tws N

GOSPEL PAPERS IN INDIA,.
"The following note reached us lately :—

*Benares, N. W. India,
‘ 315t October, 1900.
“DEAR SIR,—Words cannot be found to thank you é.dequately for

-your goodness in sending me the Christian Ambassador for the last
.eighteen years. I owe you a great debt, and I leave it to the Lord to
.compensate you for the service you have rendered His cause so

punctually and unremittingly for such a long season; and now I regret
to say that since last June I have received no packets, and I need them
very much, as I am labouring amongst soldiers and civilians here, and I
humbly beg you will be so good as to send my monthly packets as hereto-

fore, and the Lord alone will reward and bless you, yours, a,nd_ the work.

‘(Signed) G. BERTRAM
*(Army Scripture Reader)

Note.—This brother is mistaken as to the sender of the papers. We cannot
‘trace who the donor is. Perhaps this publication of the letter may lead to a
continuation of the monthly grant for so important a station in India.

¥* %

Will the friend who has for eighteen years sent a parcel of Christian
_Ambassadors to Mr. G. Bertram, Army Scripture Reader, of Benares, North-
west India, kindly communicate with the editor of this journal ?
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Notes for the Month.

WILTON HOUSE,
1 AND 2, GROSVENOR GARDENS, ST. LEONARDS.

This delight-
ful house of
rest continues
to "be greatly
appreciated by
ministers and
Christian
workers of all
denominations,
as shown 1n
the fact that
Summer and
Winter it is
generally full
> and often “over-
7 flowing ’ with
visitors, many
of whom have
written us
letters express-
ive of gratitude
for the privi-
leges enjoyed. We doubt whether there is any spot on earth
where Christian unity is more blessedly realised. Here at least
Episcopalians and Nonconformists of every shade and opinion
ecclesiastically, find congenial fellowship; subjects that are cal-
culated to cause the slightest bitterness are always avoided, and
the more excellent way of dealing on themes which make for
spiritual comfort and advancement prevails. The morning and
evening seasons of worship, conducted in turn by the brethren
present from time to time, have proved indeed *“ Timesof Refreshing,”
and the pleasant evenings spent in the large drawing-room have
contributed to the happiness of all,

There lately arose the necessity for replacing the old piano for
a new one, and this has been done without cost to the house or the
‘“ Evangelistic Mission,” by the contributions of visitors, past and
present, through the Lady Superintendent, Mrs. Leigh, in sums
from a shilling to three pounds, amounting in all to about £25,
which with allowance for the former instrument, &c., brought the
amount to £42. This beautiful ebony-cased instrument now
occupies the place of the old one, so that with the Jovely toned
organ occupying the other end of the room, musical accompani-
ment in worship, &c., approaches perfection, particularly when
presided over by skilled musicians. We now fulfil the pleasing
duty of very heartily thanking all the contributors above referred to,
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thus saving an outlay from our “E.M.” funds which we were
neither free nor able to supply.

May the Lord continue to make WiLTton House an ever
increasing blessing to His many servants needing rest and change.
We would add that intending visitors should make early application,
accompanied with a stamped envelope.

VIEW OF HIGH WAVES AT HASTINGS.

* O ®
The Hon. Superintendent of the
HASTINGS BRANCH OF THE RAILWAY MISSION
sends the following account of the ten days services held in their
Hall by Mr. Philip Russell Hurditch and Mr. H. M. Fuller Gooch.

“We were led to fix upon November for our mission, being a
less busy time with railway men than other parts of the year, and
it seemed distinct guidance from above that our invitation coincided
with dates which Mr. C. Hurditch had disengaged. ©Our Christian
Association men took up the matter warmly from the first, and
distributed handbills in departments at the station, as well as many
thousands taken from house to house by a band of between 30 and
40 willing helpers. Prayer meetings were held each evening the
previous week, and many friends in distant places also remembered
us in prayer.

“On Saturday, November 1oth, we welcomed Mr. C. Hurditch
amongst us, our small Hall being full with about 50 people gathered
for prayer under his leadership.

“Sunday brought a beautiful evening, the large Hall, holding
between 300 and 400, was full. ¢The Younz Ruler’ was the
subject of the first address, and very impressively our evangelist
described the young man going away *sorrowful,” which must have
been the case with any who Jeft refusing the offer of eternal life.
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“Stormy wet weather succeeded the Sunday evemng, keeping
away, as we have since learnt, large numbers of people. Considering
these circumstances, a very fair congregation did gather, amongst
which were the devoted officers of the Hall, who had to walk long
distances after a hard and somewhat wet day’s work.

¢ Mr. Fuller Gooch’s three afternoon Bible readings were greatly
appreciated, and the children, who came from six to seven each
evening, seemed to drink in and enjoy the simple talk and singing,
fitted for their age, presented in a form which shows what a gift it
is to be able to interest little ones in God’s truth. We are very
pleased to add that our children’s monthly meeting has greatly
increased since this special effort.,

“ From the very first evening our prayers were answered, by the
Word going home to hearts, which were aroused to think of their
eternal welfare, surrendering to God; and more, since the mission,
have come to our workers testifying their intention to lead a new
life. It is impossible to say much of such sacred things in public

rint.
P * A word must be added about our second Sunday : the Hall was
packed before service time, reserve chairs placed down the aisles,
and the porches also fall, made a compact and expectant crowd of
about 500. The message was solemn, ¢ Prepare to meet thy God,’
the Divine presence alone created the intense stillness, and made
his servant a messenger of life and death. Our gathering on
Monday was for praise and thanksgiving, and on Wednesday, the
21st, the mission closed with our usual November ‘tea’ and social
gathering.”
* % *

From the Pastor of Presteign Baptist Church we received the
following:—

““ Mr. Edward Hurditch conducted a mission here from Oct. 28th to
Nov. x1th.

*The first week was mainly devoted to the deepening of spiritual
life in Christians, and his efforts were crowned, in this direction, with
much success.

*The remainder of the mission was directed to the unconverted.
Many stirring appeals and solemn warnings were given, while the cross
was held high, the atonement there made clearIy proclalmed and the
great love for the sinner so set forth as to win many to the Saviour.

“ May the Lord bless our brother in his labours for Him.

“D. HowgLr JExkiNs, Pastor.”

¥* % K

THE FORTHCOMING NEW CENTURY.
SIMULTANEQUS MISSIONS.

Most of our readers know all about the great forthcoming
Evangelistic Missions to be held throughout the country early in
the new century, in which several of the preachers of the Evangel-
istic Mission will be taking part, both in London, provincial towns,
and villages. Already attention has been prommently called to this
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in the daily papers, of which the following is taken from the Daily
Mail .—

‘*“ The United Free Churches of the country are going to inaugurate the new
century with a gigantic mission. It will be an np-to-date mission, thoroughly
advertised.

“Under the presidency of the Rev. F. B. Meyer, of Chr1st Church, West-
minster Bridge Road, president for the year of the London Free Churches, a great
scheme has been drawn up, by which Methodists, Congregationalists, Preshy-
terians, Baptists, and Wesleyans have bound themselves together, under the t1tIe
of * The New Century Simultaneous Mission of the Free Churches of London and
the Provinces.’

** The object of the Mission is an attempt to evangelise every man, woman,
and child in the country.

** Dr. Parker will open the mission in London on January 28th with a service
in the Guildhall, which the Lord Mayor and Corporation have lent for the
purpose. The Metropohtan mission will extend from January 26th to YFebruary
4th. London will be divided into fifty-six distriéts, over each of which a leading
evangelist will preside, aided by a committee.

*“ Meetings will be held in various churches at all hours of the day and night,
in order that every class of Londoner may have a chance of being present. The
mayors and corporations of the new borough councils will be invited to attend
the services in their districts.

* After the London programme has been carried out, similar missions will be
held for a week in all the cities and great towns of the country, and during the
following fortnight the evangelists will turn their attention to the villages.

* Great attention will be paid to the advertising of the mission. A guarantee
fund was subscribed in the early part of the present year, and every conceivable
form of advertisement will be utilised,

“The Rev. F. B. Meyer predits that ‘ for two or three weeks the simultaneous
missions of the Free Churches will be on the brain of nearly every Londoner.” "’

The Editor will (p.v.) conduct the services in the Sydenham
district January 24th to February 4th.

¥* ¥ ¥

We have still several copies of Messages of Life and Love; each
volume containing two years’ numbers of The Christian Ambassador,
and in this compact form would be most suitable for distribution
at the various New Year's Gatherings, Mothers’ Teas, Cottage
Meetings, &c. We shall be glad to supply these at the rate of 6/-
per dozen (carriage paid).

* % %

A MILLION FOR MISSIONS.
WONDERFUL BEQUESTS OF THE LEEDS MILLIONAIRE RECLUSE.

Some account has already been given in the Daily Mail of the
strange life of Leeds’ late millionaire recluse, Robert Arthington,
but the provisions of the millionaire’s will are still more curious,
and the Daily Mail is now enabled, by Messrs. Scatcherd, Hopkins,
and Middlebrooks, solicitors to the trustees, to publish them.

They provide for the spread of the gospel to the uttermost ends
of the world.

A tenth of the estate goes to first cousins, &c. The other nine-

#

Footsteps of Truth, New Series 19 (1801)



Footsteps of Truth, New Series, 19 (1901)

20 NOTES FOR THE MONTH.

tenths of the better part of a million is divided between the Baptist
Missionary Society of London and the London Missionary Society,
the former having five-tenths and the latter four-tenths. There will
be nine trustees of each of these huge bequests.

The societies are to apply the money o uncontrolled discretion
¢ for the purpose of spreading the knowledge of God’s Word among
the heathen, excluding Mahommedan populations,” who are left to
the Bible Societies. The Free Church of Scotland Mission Society,
to which £2,000 is left, is to deal with India.

The will direéts that if practicable the money shall be spent in
giving to every tribe of mankind that has them not, and which
speaks a language distinct from all others, accurate copies of at
least the gospels of St. John and St. Luke and the book of Acts of
the Apostles printed in the tribe’s language, and in teaching at least
ten or a dozen persons of each such tribe to réad. If possible, a
converted tribe shall be urged to evangelize others.

“But it is my wish that everywhere in all Africa, in South
America, in Central America, in Asia, in the South Sea Islands,
and in the Indian Archipelago, all tribes and great populations
destitute of the gospels in print should by some means be reached
promptly—the aciual heathen first—and put in possession of the
gospels, outward, indeed, it may be if only in print, but available to
some if God shall give them repentance and faith.”

Briefly, the will suggests the mapping out of the parts of the
world unreached by the gospel, and the early distribution of the
Scriptures among them. And for this purpose it provides the
better part of a million of money!

* % #
A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

¢ Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,” we instin¢tively murmur
as we hear of the sad accident to one of the children belonging to
Kilburn Hall Sunday School. Little Florrie M. was sent on some
errand, and crossing the rcad quickly, did not heed the swift
approach of a hansom cab! There was a startled cry from the
bystanders, and then, they drew out the crushed little body from
beneath the horse’s feet. ¢ Going—to—]Jesus,” was the whisper
which the policeman heard, as he tenderly lifted the suffering child
into a cab. And again, in the hospital, while the agonized mother
watched the last fluttering breaths, she caught the murmured
words, ‘“ Mamma, I am going to be with Jesus soon, aren’t 1?”
Will our readers pray for the bereaved parents in this crushing
sorrow, and also that the father, who is unsaved, may hear in it
(God’s voice?

* % ¥
A friend at Chelsea writes :—

‘* During the month of November on Wednesday evenings, the friends at
Manresa Hall, Chelsea, were privileged to have the ministry of our esteemed
brother in Christ, Mr. Barnard-Smith, who resumed his addresses on the
Epistle to the Ephesians. A very profitable time was experienced by many
who were able to participate in these unfoldings of the precious Word of
God by His servant.”
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New Books E)r the Season.

Books or other Publications intended for Review in these pages should be sent
(as early in the month as possible), addressed to the Editor, 164, Alexandra Road,
St. Fohn's Wood, N.W ., or may be left in care of MESsSks J. F. Siaw & Co., the
Publishers, 48, Paternoster Row, marked ** For FoorsTEPS OF TRUTH."”

J.- F. Saaw ann Co.

We call the attention of our readers to the annual volume of Footsteps or
Truth now ready, with its usual varied store of Bible readings, suggestive out-
lines, portraits, new music, etc. But we think our readers will be specially inter-
ested in the graphic journalletters from our two missionary daughters, stationed
respectively at India, and Toro, Central Africa. Numerous friends have written
to express their deepened interest in this magazine since the publication of these
thrilling accounts of the Lord’s work in those far off lands. This volume may be
had through any bookseller, or direct from the publishers, J. F. Shaw and Co.
(price, 2s., post-free).

We have just issued the thirty-first number of our Annual Message, which,
with its bright gospel articles and beautiful illustrations, forms an ideal paper for
distribution at this season. The frontispiece is specially attractive this year,
representing as it does, *“ The C.I.V.’s Return.” Terms, 6d. per dozen; 4s. per
100; £ I55.per 1,000; £3 per 2,000.

FroM MORGAN AND ScotTT, 12, PATERNOSTER BuliLnings, E.C.

THE LIFE OF DWIGHT L. MOODY. By hisson, W. R. Moopy. 35/-

We are pleased to see the issue of a cheaper edition of this splendid volume.
As the notice of the former edition appearcd so recently in this magazine, our
readers will remember our warm commendation of it. But we are heartily glad
to find it now published at a price which ocught to ensure it a wide circulation.
The present volume (large octavo) contains 576 pages, and the illustrations, over
eighty in number, are remarkably good. We should like to place this inspiring
biography in the hands of every young man, conscious that the record ot such
fruitful service must prove an effectual stimulus to ‘* work while it is day.”

THE TINKER OF BEDFORD, and the Book that He Wrote. By W. STanLEY
MartINn, Cloth, 1/6; boards, 1/- '

A fascinating bock for the young. We believe most children know and love
that most wonderful of allegories The Pilgrim’s Progress, so they will heartily
appreciate the story of the author’s life, and the circumstances under which the
“ Immortal Dreamer” wrote his book.

From CasseLr axp Co., LIMITED,
THE QUIVER ANNUAL VOLUME. 7j6.

We are glad to commend once again this splendid volume, which seems to
grow richer in matter year by year. Music, poetry, missionary papers, addresses,
stories, &c., all worthy of the many honoured names which appear on the
contributors’ list. The outline Bible readings will be appreciated by Christian
workers, whilst the many attractive stories, brief and serial, will delight the
young people. The illustrations throughout are remarkably good.

From MarsHALL BROTHERS, LONDON.
FROM THE FRONT. By J. Kinanan. 1/-

An interesting account of work amongst our men in South Africa. Mr. Kina-
han started on his mission early in the year, at the instance of Miss Sandes (of
the Soldiers’ Homes, Ireland and India), and on his arrival at Cape Town placed
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himself at the disposal of the ‘Soldiers’ Christian Association,"” in connection
with which he laboured for several months. This little book, culled from a diary
kept at the time, cannot fail to awaken in the heart of the Christian reader more
-concern for the spiritual lives of those brave fellows who go forth toserve Queen
,and country ‘ :

' THE LIFE OF FAITH ALMANAC Edited by Rev. H HOPKINS

** An excellent photograph of the late Rev. C. A. Fox forms the frontlsp1ece of
this choice little book, which contains, as in former years, brief outline addresses,
&c., in addition to the usunal contents of an almanac.

From CHILDREN'S SPECIAL SERVICE Mission, 134, Warwick Lang, Loxpon.
- OUR OWN MAGAZINE. Edited by T. B. Bisnor. 2/ ,

The fact that this little paper, in its monthly form; has a circulation of

117,000, speaks much for the reputation it has deservedly gamed *The well-told

‘stories, bright pictures, and the daily Scripture Union portions, with explanatory
notes, all combine to make it an ideal periodical for clnldren

FroM PASSMORE AND ALABASTER, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS, LONDON.
FOHN PLOUGHMAN'S ALMANAC 1d.

Many of our readers are already familiar with this almanac, with its dally
quotations culled from the late C. H. Spurgeon’s quaint proverbs. The central
illustratton is specially interesting this year, as it represents the Openmg ‘of the
New Metropolitan Tabernacle.

‘ From Joun Ritcuik, KILMARNOCK. -
THE HOUSEHOLD ALMANAC. 1d. THE WATCHMAN ALMANAC. 1d.

Large illustrated sheet almanacs, printed in bright tints and coloured . inks,
with carefully chosen Scripture texts for every day of the year su1tab1e for
hanging in the home, mission hall, or schoolroom. ‘

Reduced prices for large quantities.

THE POCKET DIARY AND DAILY TEXT BOOK.

. We like this compact little book almanac and diary combined.. Each page is
"headed with a verse from some favourite author, and there is a Scripture text for
every day in the year, with a blank page opposite for engagements &c.

From the same publisher we have received The Childven's Almanac (prlce &d).
‘This illustrated booklet is got up in very attractive form, and will be much
appreciated by the young folk. A prize compet1t10n forrns a speCIaI feature

FroM DRUMMOND’S TRAC_I DeroT, STIRLING.

YEARLY VOLUMES FOR 1900..
THE BRITISH MESSENGER. Tinted cover, 1/-; stiff boards, 1/6.
THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. Tinted cover, 6d.; stiff boards, 1/~ o
GOOD NEWS. Tinted cover, 4d.; by post, 5d. ‘ '

Full of bright, brief gospel articles, well illustrated, and emmently sultable for-
distribution in Sunday schools, mission districts, &c.

ONLY THREE WORDS. By REv. GEORGE EvERARD, M.A. If-lpe'r doz.
WHAT TIME IS IT? By the late Bisaor Ryrg, D.D. 1/- per dozen,
A MOTTO FOR LIFE. By the Author of Have You? 1f- per dozen.

‘The author’s names commend these very helpful little books, which consist of
New Year addresses, and would be suitable for enclosing in letters, &c., at this
season of the year.
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Our Late Beloved Queen.

N common with the whole British race, indeed
with almost the whole civilized world, we deeply
mourn the decease of our beloved Sovereign Queen
Victoria. It will not be needful to add to the many
graceful and grateful tributes which the Press
everywhere has given as to the wonderful and
God-honoured career of this, the greatest Queen,
with the longest reign, over the greatest empire the
world has ever known; but Lord Salisbury’s wise
and weighty words, spoken in the House of Lords,
with deep emotion, on January 25th, may well here
be repeated :—

““ The late Queen,” said his lordship, ¢ had
so many titles to admiration that it would
occupy an enormous time to glance at them,
even perfunctorily, but that one which I think
will attach to her character in history is that,
being a Constitutional Queen with restricted
powers, she reigned by sheer force of character,
by the lovableness of her disposition over the.
hearts of her sﬁ_bjects, and exercised an in-
fluence in moulding their character and their
destinies which she could not have done more

e —————————————————————————————————
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OUR LATE BELOVED QUEEN.

had she had the most despotic powers in her
hands. She has been the greatest instance of
government by example and by love, and it
will never be forgotten how much she has done
for the elevation of her people—not by the
exercise of any prerogative, not by the giving
of any command, but by the simple sight and
contemplation of the brilliant qualities she

exhibited in her exalted position.”

We cannot forget how graciously the late
Queen accepted from time to time copies of this
magazine and volumes, and our annual Meéssages
whenever anything of special interest (as we
judged) induced us to ask Her Majesty’s accept-
ance thereof. Now, ‘“absent from the body,” she
is, beyond doubt, ‘ present with the Lord.” May
her memory and example do their work in the
lives and reigns of her successors; may her
memory live in the hearts of generations to
come. May future generations look back on her
as the Jewish nation looked back on King David.
And, better still, may we venture humbly to think
we are not misplacing the word of the Lord Jesus
Christ by saying, ‘ Well done, thou good and

faithful servant.”
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Notes on Hebrews.
COME TO THE MERCY-SEAT (Hebrews iv. 16).

By Joun DiNnNeEN GILMORE.

holy place with the blood of atonement, and there, before God,

represented the whole of the great host of Israel waiting out-

side. The apostle has just affirmed that our great High Priest
has passed through the heavens: gone into the holy place not
made with hands: gone with His own blood : gone to appear in the
presence of God for us. Therefore, in the full assurance of faith,
and with the boldness of children, every redeemed soul may now
draw near, present their petitions, and receive all the grace and
help they need. As surely as the High Priest, on the great day of
atonement, represented every Israelite, so surely now our great
High Priest, having made complete atonement for sin, represents
every child of God, and none need hesitate, under any circum-
stances, to draw near: for now that He lives, and lives to plead,
the throne to which we are invited is one of grace, sovereign,
matchless, free, wondrous grace. Let us take this invitation,
based upon the High Priestly office of our Lord Jesus, and learn
from it more freely and fully to avail ourselves of the privileges
which are ours in Him, and get from Him the continuous streams
of mercy, grace, and help, which are abundantly at our disposal in
our great Representative.

@N the great day of atonement the High Priest went into the

I. Tue Worp oF InviTaTiOoN. ¢ Come.’

How this word charmed and captivated our souls when first it
was whispered to us as sinners needing salvation, and yielding to
the sweet music of its wooing note, we found at Jesus’ feet more
than had ever entered into our heart to conceive. Now that it
comes to us as suppliants needing supplies of daily mercy and daily
grace, it has lost none of its sweetness or its charm. Surely now
that we know something of the sovereign grace of our Sovereign
Lord the attitude of our life will be *to whom coming.” If the
Aediles among the Romans had their doors always standing open,
that all who had petitions might have free access to them; how
much more is heaven’s door always open for the entrance of the
people of God! Child of God, Come! No matter what thy case may
be. Come! no matter what thy need may be. Come! Even though
you have sinned. Come! ¢“We have an advocate with the
Father.” Therefore, come!

* Come to the throne of grace, boldly draw near;
He who would win the race must tarry here:
Whate'er thy want may be,

Here is the grace for thee,

Jesus, thy only plea:
Come, Christian, come!
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II. Come. WHERE? “Unto the thvone of grace.”

When we draw near to God in prayer, by the Holy Spirit, and
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we come as children to a Father;
but we must never forget that we come, too, as subjects to a king.
We draw near to a royal throne. Have we not an intimat.on here
as to the attitude of soul in which to approach unto God? Con-
sidering the majesty of the Monarch who sits upon the throne, it
behoves us to come into His presence with reverence and humility.

Not only is it the throne of Infinite Majesty, it is also the
throne of the thrice Holy God. We dare not rush into that august
presence unprepared. Clean hands and a pure heart are absolutely
necessary in all who would enter there. Zophar the Naamathite
spake truly when he said, ““If thou prepare thine heart, and
stretch out thine hands towards Him ; if iniquity be in thine hand
put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles.
For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot ; yea, thou shalt be
stedfast, and shalt not fear™ (Job xi. 13-15). The throne to which
we draw near in prayer is occupled by the King, who loves to give
of His Royal Bounty, and according to His riches in glory. Let
there be No stinted petitions, and above all things no playing at

prayers.
““ Thon art coming to a King,
Targe petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and power are such
None can ever ask too much.”

But, lest the thought of the ¢ throne” be too much for feeble
saints and timid souls, bear in mlnd the joyous fact that 1t is pre-
eminently ¢ the throne of grace.” A throne erected specially to
dispense mercy and grace. He who sits there wields the sceptre of
grace. In our Lord Jesus Christ grace is personified. Could there
be sweeter, richer encouragement to the child of God than this,
that God in the exceeding riches of His grace has erected for His
children everywhere and under every possible circumstance, a throne
of grace,and invites them near, that with loving hand and ggnerous
supply He may distribute gifts of grace and love. On this throne
grace reigns through righteousness, and so every covenant promise
is absolutely sure and must be fulfilled.

I1I. Come. WHo? “Let us come.”

Surely there is special meaning in the Holy Spirit causing the
apostle to use this lhittle word ‘‘us.” Every member of the
Church of Jesus Christ everywhere is here heartily and lovingly
invited. The whole Church without a single exception is included
in this word. ¢ Let us come.” We who have been redeemed by
precious blood. We who have a great High Priest representing us
at the throne and on the throne. We have read somewhere that
under the old Persian empire a few of the nobility were permitted
at any time to come in unto the king, and this was considered the
highest privilege which mortals could enjoy. That may have been
honour of a kind, but here is wider, fuller, grander freedom, and
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honour of a more excellent sort ! for every subject of the King of
kings, even the humblest of them, is free at any time to enter the
courts of heaven, free to enter the presence of the great King, the
blessed and only potentate, Prince of the kings of the earth, and
Lord of lords.

In such company and with such a special pleader, our
petitions must prevail, our cry shall be heard, our desires shall be
granted, “ exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think :”" for
¢« He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

IV. Come. How? ¢ Let us come boldly.”

There must be no rude familiarity or rash presumption in our
approaches to the throne. In ourselves there is nothing to make us
presentable to the King. Of ourselves we dare not draw near.
But Jesus, our elder Brother, our mighty Representative, is on the
throne; so let every shade of doubt as to our acceptance be dis-
pelled, and come with the fullest faith in His mediation, with the
liberty and freedom of children, with the full assurance that,
through the merits and intercession of His Son, our petitions shall
be heard, our desires shall be fulfilled, and our longings satished.
The word “boldly” has within it the idea of ¢ freedom of speech,”
an absence of all restraint. The same word is translated ‘ freely
speak " in Acts ii, 29. Blessed be God, at the throne of grace we
have perfect liberty to speak our minds, and tell God all that is in
our hearts, We need no prescribed forms or set words for this
holy exercise. We need not put any restraint upon ourselves.
““ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew vii. 7). *1If ye shall
ask anything in My name, I will do it” (John xiv.14). ¢ Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall recive, that
your joy may be full ” (John xvi.z4).

V. Come. WHyY? * Let us therefore come.”

We must never forget that the only ground of our approach is
in Jesus, the only reason for our boldness is in Him. He has
suffered for us. He has stood in the breach for us, and turned
away wrath by His pleading. He died, and was buried, and rose
again for us. He has entered into the holiest for us. He has
taken possesswn of every covenant blessing for us. ¢ Therefore,
let us come.” God, whom we have offended, against whom we
have sinned, has been fully satisfied by Christ’s perfect obedience;

therefore we need no longer hesitate. Christ Himself, and all
'~ He has and is, has been freely given to us. Therefore we may
draw nigh, for God will deny us nothing that is ours in Him.
As in olden time God loved to commune with His people from
off the mercy seat (Exodus xxv. 22), so now at the throne of
grace He will meet and commune with all who draw near in the
name of the High Priest. ¢ Therefore, let us come boldly.”

VI. Come. Wnat For? ¢ That we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help.”
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We must not overlook God’s order here, nor forget that the in-
Vitation is to believers.

At the throne there is mercy for our sinfulness. At first sight
we mlght think it strange that the apostle should be led to invite
these who have already been pardoned and justified to come to the
throne of grace and obtain that which is already theirs—pardoning
mercy. But we must ever remember that ¢ there is nota just man
upon earth that doeth good and smneth not.” John, writing to
believers, says, ¢ If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness ’ (1. John 1. 8, 9); ** And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is
the propitiation for our sins” (1. John 1i. 1, 2). Whatever may be
our attainments in the Christian life, we constantly need to pray,
. Forgwe us our sins: for wealso forgive everyone that is indebted
to us’’ (Luke xi. 4). We are beset upon every hand by snares, and
pitfalls, and trials innumerable, and we need that God should
exercise His compassion toward us continually. How blessed a
thing it is to know that there is mercy at the throne. There is not
a day in which we do not ¢ come short,” and we need daily mercy
for daily need.. Draw near, my soul, upon the ground of Christ’s
abiding priesthood, and all you need will be freely communicated.

2. At the throne there is grace for our insufficiency. Human in-
sufficiency is gloriously met by Divine sufficiency. Provision has
been made for every possible condition intec which the child of
God may be brought. God’s grace for His children is always
timely and opportune. In the hour or moment of sorest, deepest
need and trial, as we draw near to the throne, the Holy Spirit will
whisper some sweet, word of encouragement, of cheer, or of help.
What richer or more satisfying truth could be uttered to our hearts,
when under severe trial, than that which came to Paul? <« My
grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfet in
weakness.”

VII. Come. WHEN? ‘“In every time of need.”

Someone has pointed out the fact that the word rendered ¢ /elp ”
signifies help obtained upon asking for it, upon crying aloud for it.
In our need, and conscious of our need, we must come to the throne
of grace and apply in faith, in sincerity and earnestness. As every
moment is a moment of need in the life’s experience of the believer,
we must make it the habit of our life to ¢ come boldly to the throne
of grace.”” Whether in prosperity or adversity, in sickness or in
health, in strength or in weakness, in joy or in sorrow, we are in
continual need. ¢ But my God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

“Beyond thy utmost wants,
His love and power can bless:
To praying souls He always grants
More than they can express.”
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Mystery in Mercy.

Nores oF aN ADDRESs BY GEo. NorRRIs WILLOMATT.

I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat” (Leviticus xvi. 2),

’- I -[HIS was the Lord’s promise to Moses. The Lord promised
that His presence should be with His people, that He would
bless them and lead them ; but that He would veil Himself in

mystery : ‘1 will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

All that could be seen of His presence was a symbol of mystery—

“ the cloud ;" yet it should be i%n mercy : for said the Lord, ¢ I will

appear in the cloud npon the mercy seat.”

~This is a prophecy as well as an illustration of the plan of God’s
dealings with the children of men. All through the ages, God, as

a loving Father, has been guiding, protecting, and blessing His

people. He has appeared to them and for them, but it has been as

a ‘‘cloud upon the mercy seat.” Mercy has ever been enveloped in

mystery. It is in mystery that God has dispensed mercy. Well

does Cowper sing:—

“God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.”

“1 will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”” The literal
fulfilment of this promise was seen in the ‘ Shechinah,” or glory-
cloud, that rested on the mercy seat—the lid of the ark of the
covenant. Within the ark of the covenant were the tables of the
ten commandments, written with the finger of God. Over this
dread law, or covenant, which no man could keep, was the mercy
seat, closing in and hiding the tables of stone'within. And upon
this mercy seat rested the awful and mysterious symbol of the
Divine presence. Thus in type and shadow did mercy cover over
the law. Here was the place of God’s manifested presence, and the
place of His presence could only be thought of with feelings of
profound awe and veneration; but it was from this place alone
whence proceeded mercy and blessing to the ancient Israelite.

Qur purpose now is to show how true is this principle in all
God’s dealings with, and to, His people. In prophecy and history :
as well as in His dealings with His children individually, it is the
same. God is to-day ever present with His people, guiding them
and blessing them. But how mysterious often are His most direct
dealings with them.

Prophecy is a revelation from God, made through man to man,
respecting future events. The things which are yet to happen are
prefigured in prophecy. Buthow dark and mysterious to us are the
utterances of prophecy. And how unwise it is in any to pretend to
a knowledge beyond what is written. But as these utterances are
verily inspired by God, so is God in them. To us they are cloud-
like and mysterious, yet can we see throughout all the lines of
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prophecy, clearly and unmistakably, the bright light of mercy. It
is clear that God has the most gracious designs: and that all present
things will issue in an eternal glory. How much of mystery there
is here, but what evident mercy. The Lord is evidently in all the
future with His people, and to them He is saying, ¢ I will appear
in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

History in the past, as well as the prophecy of the future, shows
God to be with His people, everywhere dispensing mercy, but
clothing Himself with mystery. In all past time He alone has
controlled, and governed, and disposed ; but how mysterious have
been many of the workings of Providence. And to the believer,
Providence is only another name for God. In all history has this
promise been true, ‘I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

In the greatest of all God’s revelations of Himself, how true
this is. In the Incarnation we see this truth brought out the
plainest. ‘¢ And without controversy great is the mystery of godli-
ness: God was manifest in the flesh” (1. Timothy iii. 16). The
greatness of ‘“ the mystery of godliness’ is in the fact that ¢ God
was manifest in the flesh.” Herein does type meet with anti-type.
Once in the history of the ages has God appeared to man. It was
in truest mercy that He came; but it was also enclosed in the
greatest mystery. ¢ A servant’s form He wore;” “in the form of
man’’ did He appear among men. Mystery and mercy are here
united in the highest degree. Andin Christ Jesus did God ¢ appear
in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

Conversion, the spiritual process by which we are turned from
the state of nature tothe state of grace, bears the clearest evidence
of the truth of the way of God’s dealing, of dispensing mercy in
mystery. In conversion we see the greatest of all human changes.
Our dispositions, thoughts, and desires, are alike turned by it. The
effect is made evident to all, in thousands of lives around us. The
evidences of the converting (changing) power of God’s Holy Spirit
are more clear and distinct than any other evidences upon earth.
The mercy exhibited herein is beyond telling, but in it is a mystery
that none can explain. It isthe workof Godand not of man. God
truly appears herein. But it is in harmony with His one universal
rule, ““in a cloud upon the mercy seat.”

Then, too, child of God, look back upon your life. Think of the
many times that God has appeared for your help. His hand has
been plainly evident to you in many mysterious providences. DBut,
mark you, they were MyYSTERIOUS PRoVIDENCES. No manner of
doubt as to the mercy; but when God thus came to your help, it
was to ‘‘appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

Then let all His Providential dealings that come to you in the
future be met in faith and hope. They may be shaped in dark
cloud-form, but they shall be ¢ big with mercy.” God shall be in
all His Providence: then fear not, for it is He who says, “1I will
appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.” Thus then, have faith
to view all mysterious Providences. There shall be mercy in the
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darkest of them. And remember thatitis “n thecloud” that God
does appear.

We think of death. Perhaps the greatest mystery of all. Death
the common lot of all. Death that causes us so often to fear, But
what is death to the Christian? Surely if anywhere, his God shall
be with him there. ¢ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of His saints.” Will not God be there to comfort and to sustain, to
guide and to bless? Full surely God’s promise is for that time,
“I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.”

Then let the members of God’s spiritual Israel take courage and
rejoice : the promise is for them no less than for the ancient seed of
Abraham; take it, then, to your comfort, as the faithful promise of
the ever-living God, I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy
seat.”

2 el
TR N

Gems of Thought.

Gold can be tried, tinsel 1s afraid.
’ ® % %

I believe that if you and I were more to heed the whispers of
our Father, we should not have so many of His thunders.

* % *
Half-way to Christ is a dreadful place!
* % %

Some people make religion house of correction work ; butno, I
love the service of God, and feel at perfect liberty.

3* % %

We believe in sanctification through justification. The Oxford
school believes in justification through sanctification.

* x ¥

The grand principle of the Gospel is to separate the Church and
the world-—the great principle of the devil is to unite them.

* %

What depths are there in Jesus, and how wonderfully He lights
them up with the splendour of His eternal love.

* %
Our God is the God from whom cometh salvation.
* % %
Oh'! for arms to embrace Jesus: oh! for a well tuned harp.
* * %

It is Christ seasons all enjoyments. Without Him they have no
more taste than the white of an egg.
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Yoices of the Psalms.

NuMBER 79,

By Jonn GritTON, D.D.

THE PSALM OF FAMILY BLESSING.

PsarLm cxxviii,

HE previous psalm has its echo in’Matthew vi. 23, ‘“Take no
distracting thought,” while Matthew vi. 33 echoes back this
family ode, ¢ Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his rlght-
eousness ; 'and all these things shall be added unto you.

Each of these echoes creates, as it were, other echoes, which come
back to us from many a passage in the epistles. Thus are the
words of God marvellously reproductive. May we not place the
Saviour’s assurances in Matthew xix.and Luke xviii. among such
voices : ‘“ Every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My
name’s sake, shall receive an hundred-fold . . shall receive manifold
more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting ?

Our psalm is one of the fifteen Songs of Degrees, or Ascents.
He who would know its blessedness must seek it in the fear of God.
Twice in the six verses is this given as the description of the man
who can know the happy family life the psalm depicts. The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and it is the foundation of a
happy home.

He who truly fears God will be diligent in a holy course., - He
will walk in the ways of the Lord he fears. His fear is practical, it
is not the fear which has torment. It is the filial fear which does
reverence to a loving father, the loyal fear which regards King and
Lord as friend and-benefactor. To be in the fear of the Lord all
the day, as directed in Proverbs xxiii. 17, tends to a happy youth,
shields from vicious habits, which in surely many cases have their
fruitage in a miserable wedded life, and children of disobedience
and disease. It is simply that course of conduct which is often, and
very lightly called, ¢ sowing wild oats,” the resulting harvest from
which is a still more wild abundance of woe. ’

O the blessedness of godly fear! It is a gracious habit and
temper wrought in the soul by God. Itinclines its possessor to obey
God’s commandments—even the most difficult. It works marvels
in a man’s life. We “serve God with reverence and godly fear.”
We ¢ pass the time of our sojourning here in fear,” and so walk
circumspectly. Very many excellent things are said of it. What
we have to do we ¢ do faithfully in the fear of the Lord;” we
¢ perfect holinessin the fear of God;” * In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence ; ” ¢ The fear of the Lord is to hate evil ;” «“ The
fear of the Lord is a fountain of life;’ ¢ The fear of the Lord
tendeth to life.” The saints walk ¢ 1in the fear of the Lord, and
comfort of the Holy Ghost.
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This godly fear is associated with joy. We learn to * serve the
Lord with fear, and to rejoice before Him.” The holy women when
assured of the resurrection of Jesus, departed from the sepulchre
«with fear and great joy.” Here there are two divinely-given dis-
positions—fear and joy. Connect with them thelove which casteth
out slavish fear, and, behold, what a triad of powerful influences are
ours towards a happy family life! Let us add also, that this fear of
God is declared to be “the beginning of wisdom” and ¢ of know-
ledge.” See, then, how to fear, and joy, and love, are added wisdom
and knowledge—which, in union, constitute prudence.

It is now very clear that every one who fears the Lord is blessed,
and will walk with gladness in the ways of the Lord. God in Christ
is his strength and salvation. Christ Jesus is at once his salvation
and his example. The believer looks off unto Jesus, and by grace
follows the example of His most holy life. In such a course he
must be blessed indeed.

When two believers, who are thus blessed, set up a home and
become parents, they may well look for happiness in the home, and
in their children. What an entrancing picture of a happy and
prosperous home does our psalmist paint! Industry, and plenty,
and security: food sufficient for healthy and hungry children: no
carking care, no distracting thoughts: no want or complaining !

Thousands of such homes were found in Canaan. Thousands
of such homes are found in England. Godly parents behold the
happiness of their children ; and, living on to a ripe age, have their
joy repeated in ‘“children’s children.” In such homes are found in
their beauty all righteous relationships. Paul's directions to the
Churches of Ephesus and Colosse (Eph. v. 21—vi. 1g; Col. il 12—
iv. 1}, and Peter’s directions to the scattered believers in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (1. Peter iii. 1-g), are illus-
trated. Husband and wife, parent and child, employers and
domestics, fulfil their varied reciprocal relationships—each blessed,
and each a blessing. : .

But there is wider blessing than that of the household.  Such
families constitute a blessed community—¢ a vision of peace”—a
true Jerusalem; and such communities-—villages, towns, cities—
constitute a nation, representing to men the highest conception of
the Israel of God.

Such things were in the land of Israel of old; but who can see
in anything recorded of those days a sufficient fulfilment of our
psalm? They shall again recur when the long wandering and dis-
obedient nation shall be gathered, planted in their own land, led to
repentance and faith, and under the rule of their King shall find all
the promises of God made yea and amen in HiM. The Prince of
Peace wiil bless His people with peace, and the godly families of the
Land of Promise shall have peace flowing as a river from generation
to generation. Then will the psalms of degrees have their culmina-
, tion in the blessedness of Psalm cxxxiv. These psalms commence
in distress and woe, advance into the region of trust, lead into the
house of the Lord, shew us a people often tried, and persecuted,
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" but trusting and obedient, and coming to Zion ; recalling their days
of captivity, and singing in grateful retrospect ; builded once more
into houses and families, and those families walking and delighting
in the ways of the Lord again afflicted, and crying to their God
out of depths of sorrow; learnmg in their sorrows a child-like and
restful humility ; wholly devoted as was David, to the service of the
Lord and the honour of His house—walking in brotherly unity
under the dew of the Divine provision, and gathered in fullest,
three-fold blessedness into the presence of Jehovah—day and night;
having entered into His gates with national thanksgiving, and into
His courts with praise.

1. Do we sufficiently reckon up our family blessings as, though in
imperfect measure, we have them now ?

2. Do we recognize and confess that it is godliness which has
promise of the life which now is; and that all true family blessed-
ness has its root in the fear of God?

3. Shall we joyfully commence the new century by diligent
search of heart and home, and fresh dedication of all we are and
have to the service of our Redeemer ?

4. Will husband and wife see to it that they live together as
heirs of the grace of life, with unhindered prayers and unbroken
praise ?

5. Shall we be more like Abraham, who commanded his family
after him in the will of God.

6. Shall we seek peace and ensue 1t; hift up our eyes to God in
the heavens, enter into the house of the Lord with glad readiness,
walk in lowly attention to our Lord’s will; trust in the Lord in all
times of persecution and trouble; and recall with laughter and
singing that the Lord has done great things for us; seek the home-
coming of those who are still in exile and captivity ; hold house, and
wife, and children, and grandchildren wholly for the Lord, trust-
fully, and in holiness; look up to the Lord in all times of depres-
sion ; worship at His footstool with lowly confessions and shouts of
joy; live in brotherly peace one with another, seek the peace of the
city of God, and find our joy and satisfaction in the glorious
sanctuary which to usin this dispensation is the very person of our
Lord Jesus Christ; in a word, shall we lead the true pilgrim life,
singing the psalms of ascent, heart and flesh crying out for the living
God?

7. Will we in this new century pray more for the restoration of
Israel, and that the predicted blessedness of the reign of Jesus—our
Lord, and theirs—may come speedily ?

AL
TNV

Faith fills the soul with expectation.
» % %

The knowledge of many Christians is like light without heat—
clear, but cold, like a winter’s morning.
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The Late Mr, THOMAS NEWBERRY
Author of *“The Englishman's Bible."
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The Late Mr. Thomas Newberry,

‘AuTHOR oF “THE ENGLISHMAN’'S BIBLE,”

E rather sudden home-call at the ripe age of go years, of our
' beloved friend and brother in the Lord, Thomas Newberry,
who entered into rest on January 16th, 1901, reminded us of
the well-worn adage that he was gathered home ‘like a shock of
corn fully ripe,” though the news came to us as a surprise. Only a
few days before, we received a request from him to forward two more
volumes of Footsteps of Truth to him for his friends. He bas been a
friend and fellow-helper of us in the gospel for more years than we
can just now reckon, contributing to the pages of our various
magazines—Latter Rain, Word and Work, and Footsteps of Tyuth,
papers which have carried food for the spiritual life of thousands of
readersat home and abroad. Particularly in this magazine has this
honoured servant of Christ taken a very special interest, and scarcely
a number has appeared without some helpful paper appearing from
his pen, or rather, from the pen of his devoted nieces, written at
his dictation. But, of course, his great contribution to the advance-
ment of Divine truth has been in that classic work, The Englisk-
man’s Bible, a work of very great value to careful students of the
Word, and one which, had he been connected with some larger
ecclesiastical system, would have secured to him official acknow-
ledgment in the bestowment of academical distinctions. We have
not now time to enlarge on the many features of his beautiful
Christian character, marked by such deep spirituality and remark-
able humility of mind, while his sympathies went out in very truth
toward all the children of God scattered abroad, irrespective of
denominational distinctions. We loved him well, and though the
termination of his earthly life could not be greatly prolonged, we
deeply deplore this further loss to the Church on earth. We had
prepared the portrait of another witness for Christ for this month’s
Footsteps of Twvuth, but thought it better to repeat here the portrait
of beloved Thomas Newberry, which appeared in a previous
number of this journal, and we here add a few of the beautiful
closing testimonies of our dear departed brother, uttered during his
last five days on earth. Truly, as we might have expected, at even-
tide it was light.

SOME EXPRESSIONS DURING THE LAST FIVE DAYS.

* This sharp pain seems to me to be the home call. I may gain strength for
a little while, but it seems as if the Father said, * Come home.” *With long life
will I satisfy him, and shew him My salvation.' I am thoroughly satisfied. ‘I
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.” Not His glory, but Himself."”
“I must turn another page in my patience book in the schoo! of God. I
believe that is why God allows suffering at the close of the day, that we may
enjoy the rapture of heaven all the more.”
** Precious promises, old age wants a staff to lean upon. God's promises
shine in the dark. *There is one sun by day; by night ten thousand lights that
lead us to the Deity,’ that is Young's Night Thoughts.’
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“ It seems to me God is keeping the case in His own hands; I am hoping I
shall get through this and get on.”

Tuesday morning, at six, he asked for the portion of Scripture for family
worship; this read, he prayed, *“* Qur God and Father, we bless Thee for the
night’s repose, and ask Thy presence for this day; keep us from all evil, sanctify
affliction. Bless ali our friends and Thy people. Our Sovereign, bless her.
Restore peace in Sonth Africa and China. We ask all for Christ’s sake.”

. **Like Stephen, I shall fall on sleep. Amen, so let it be.”

Rallying towards evening, he said, * I thought I wasgoing home, I am rather
disappointed.”

For evening Scriptare, Mark iv.35-41 was read; he said, * Our God, who
speaks to the elements without, and to the hopes and fears within with His
all-prevailing authority, < Peace, be still,’ still speaks to us all, ‘ Be careful for
nothing.” The peace of God, and the God of peace Himself give us peace by all
means ; speak peace to the raging elements in Africa and China, and preserve
our nation, and give us every blessing for time and for all eternity, and our friends
who have so kindly enguired, remember, for Jesus' sake.”

e
Christian Growth.

“ Growing up into Christ.”

a ILK for babes”—a flowing stream
From the Scripture flows,

Fed thereon, the infant soul
Out of childhood grows.

Still of “milk” the soul partakes,
Not, as once—alone,

Now the ‘“meat ”’—God’s deeper things—
To the soul is known,

'Breadth, and length, and depth, and height,
Woo the spirit now,

And the peerless rays of heaven '
Light the joyous brow.

Open now (God’s treasuries: vast !
ILight breaks forth around;

Mysteries fade, and darkness flies,
All is solid ground.

Rooted, grounded in the faith,
Feeding on the Word ;

In the likeness growing up
Of his risen Lord.

Skilful in the Word of Life,
Righteousness, and love,

From a babe to manhood grown,
Nurtured from above.—Albert Midlane.
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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?
A CurisTiaN 1s A SAVED MAN.

It is his privilege to know that he is saved. It is not that he
hopes or trusts that in the mercy of God he may eventually, at the
last day be saved, but he rejoices in the fact that through God’s
infinite mercy he IS saved. His feet have been set upon a rock, the
new song is in his mouth, even “ praise unto our God.”

The whole teaching of Scripture warrants this assertion.

“God HATH saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but accowdzng to His own puvpose and grace’
(11. Timothy i. g).

“By grace HAVE YE BEEN SAVED through faith ; and that
not of yourselves : 1t is the gift of God : not of works,that no man
should glory” (Ephesians ii. 8, g, R.V.)

‘“ Being now justified by His blood, we SHALL be saved from
wrath through Him” (Romans v. g).

Scripture is full of such statements as these, demonstrating the
fact that a man does not serve God in order to get saved, but He
serves God because he IS saved.

A Christian has also the right to rejoice in the fact that

HIS SINS ARE FORGIVEN.

When Martin Lutherlay on a sick bed, troubled with doubts and
seeking after light, an old man sat by him and recited for his
comfort the Apostles’ Creed. When He came to the words, I
believe in the forgiveness of sins,” Luther repeated the sentence
aloud. ¢ Ah,” said the old man, ‘“but that is not enough, the
devils believe that David’s and Peter’s sins are forgiven, but God’s
commandment is to believe that our own sins are forgiven.” During
that interview, Luther passed into new light and glad freedom, and
rose from his bed a new man in Christ Jesus, rejoicing in his own
personal salvation. Scripture is very clear on the subject of
forgiveness.

«“ Through this man is proclaimed unto you the forgiveness of sins :
and by Him every one that believeth is justified from all things”
(Acts xiil. 38, 39).

« I write unto you, litile childven (z,z the faith ), because your sins
are forgiven you for His name's sake’ (1. John 11, 12).

“In Christ we have vedemption through His blood, THE FOR-
GIVENESS OF SINS, according to the riches of His grace”
(Ephesians 1. 7).

The terms used to denote the forgneness of sins are very
forcible :—

“ Blotted out.” ‘¢ Behind God's back.’ ** Removed from us as
far as the east is from the west.” ¢ Remembered no more.”
““ Cast into the depths of the sea.”” ¢ Blessed ave they whose
wmiquities ave forgiven, whose sins are covered’’ (Rom.1v. 7).
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A Christian is, therefore, a saved man, one whose sins are all
forgiven. Notice also that

HE HAS PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE.

One of the clearest definitions of the position of a Christian is
probably to be found in the following passage of Scripture :—

“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heaveth My word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall notcome
into condemnation ; but is passed from death unto life’ (John v. 24).

Another passage equally striking reads thus :—

“ This is the recovd, that God hath given unto us etevnal life, and
this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life ; and he that
hath not the Son hath not life. These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God; THAT YE MAY
KNOW THAT YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE ™ (1. Johnv.11-13).

Therefore, we may safely atfirm, according to Scripture, that a
Christian is

A Savep Man.
One WHoSE SINs ARE ALL FoORGIVEN.

+ « « ONE woo Has Lire—ETeErNAL LIFE.

He is a changed man, old things have passed away, all things
have become new, he has passed from darkness to light. As a
converted man,

HE HAS COME INTO A NEW RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD.

He has been born again, born from above, born of God.

““ As many as received Hun, to them gave He the right to become
CHILDREN OF GOD, even to them that believe on His name :
which were born, not of blood (or blood descent ), nov of the will of the
flesh, nov of the will of man, but of God” (Johni. 12, 13, R.V.)

The Spirit of God has moved upon the darkness, and there has
come light and life. _

“ The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the childven of God” (Romaus viil. 16).

HE HAS COME INTO A NEW RELATIONSHIP
 WITH CHRIST.

He has received Christ as Lord and Saviour. It has been a
pevsonal experience. “ He loved me, and gave Himself for me,” and
he has joyfully entered into His service. It is not merely the Christ
of history that has won his love and allegiance, but it is a personal
risen Saviour, a great High Priest, now appearing in the presence of
God for him, and able to keep him safe, amidst all the tumult, and
turmoil, and temptations of life. Jesus Christ to the Christian is
““a living bright reality.” His faith is not centred in a mere creed,
or formal code of doctrines, but in a risen, living, almighty Christ,
““able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.”

Again, a Christian is one whose citizenship is in heaven.
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HE HAS COME INTO A NEW RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE WORLD.

He has begun to swim against the stream. In times past, he
walked ‘““according to the course of this world;” now he finds
himself brought into antagonism with many of its ways, and much
of its spirit. He has to say “ No” to a good many things that
formerly he took pleasure in, and he knows what it is to encounter
opposition. The battle has begun in real earnest, and he has to put
on the whole armour of God.

The following passages have special reference to this subject :—

“ Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind” (Romans xii. 2).

“ Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God” (James iv. 4).

“ Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him?”
(1. John ii. 13).

“ The world passeth away, and the lust thereof : but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever” (1. John 1i. 17).

A Christian is also one who has come into the unspeakable
blessing of peace with God, the great question of his soul's salva-
tion has been settled, his feet have been set upon a rock, the Bible
has become a new book to him. He forms new friendships, reads
new books, has new hopes and aspirations, new purposes in life. He
is ‘““a new creation,” old things have passed away, all things have
become new.

To be a Christian is to be on the side of Christ, and to be on the
side of Christ is a grand position, to have entered into His service
is a matter for intense thankfulness, to have Him for our Captain is
to be in the grandest army on earth or in heaven.

To be a Christian is to be a man, not a namby-pamby lifeless
being, but a true man, strong in the strength of Christ, honourable
and truthful, kind and thoughtful, irm and fearless. To be a
Christian is to be saved not only from the wrath to come, but from
the wretched selfishness of a sinful nature. And lastly, to be a
Christian is to be on the way to heaven, to the Father’s house, in
which there are many mansions, and to the eternal glory.

«“ That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that whickh is born
of the Spirit is spirit” (John iil. 6).
I. Tue OLp Stock, or, MAN BY NATURE.
1. The sinner’s depravity—Hereditary.
2. The sinner’s depravity—Universal.
. The sinner’s depravity—Manifest.
II. Tue New Stock, or, MaN THrouGH GRACE.
1. A re-planting of the seed of life in the soul.
2. A re-fashioning of the soul by the power of His Gospel.

3. A re-instating of the soul in the soil of Divine grace.
Harry Rose.
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| Life from the Dead.
HUMILIATION PERFECTED (Psalm xvi.).

I. PRESERVATION DESIRED. ‘ Preserve me, O God " (verse 1).

II. Love DECLARED. *““O my soul, thou hast said, &c.”

(verses 2, 3).

III. IpoLaTORS DENOUNCED. ¢ Their sorrows . . multiplied”
(verse 4).

IV. Jenovar accepTED. ‘““The Lord . .. . mineinheritance
(verse 5).

V. Joy EXPERIENCED. ““The lines are fallen unto me 1in

pleasant places,” &c. (verses 6, 7)-
VI. CoNFIDENCE REPOSED. *‘I shallnot be moved” (verse 8).
VI1I. Hore Exvurting. ‘‘Therefore my heart is glad,” &ec.

(verses 9-I1).

Three Eternals in Hebrews ix.

. REDEMPTION (verse 12).
. - SPIRIT (verse 14).
3. INHERITANCE (verse 15).

Three Instructive Examples.
. Saur “held his peace’ (1. Samuel x.27). Result of great

B

-t

indifference.

2. Aarox * held his peace” (Leviticus x. 3). Result of culpable
negligence.

3. Jesus *‘held his peace” (Matt. xxvi. 63). Result of injured
innocence.

Three Great Shouts.

1. ** The people shouted with a shout” (Ezra iii. 11).
2. ** The people shouted with a shout ”’ (Joshua vi, z0).
3. ** All Israel shouted with a shout” (1. Samuel iv. 5).

The first was the shout of joy
The second was the shout of v1ctory
The third was the shout of false confidence.

(Grace:
ITS OBJECT, SOURCE AND EFFECT.

L. ERISHING SINNER— TO PERISH”
(Deut. xxvi. 5).
2. ARDONING GOD— TO PARDON
: (Neh. ix. 17),

3. ENITENT BELIEVER— TO HALT"
(Psa. xxxviil 17).
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Central East Africa.

FURTHER LETTERS RFRROM
MISS RUTH HURDITCH.

Lzess tuan My Lire—TrE ANIMAL IS STILL AT LARGE—
THE WhaoLE RansoMED WoRLD—FEAST To THE KinGg AND CHIEFS
—EvEN THEN HE TauvcuT oF CHRIST—

Our Position as DesPERATE—THE OpPENING VERSES OF AcCTS.

KABAROLE, TORO,
October 10, 1900.

I am not writing you general news in this letter, as that has chiefly
come into my home journal. Do not think that distance and time heal
the heartaches, for it seems they always remain; oh, I do long at times
for just one loved voice; but I am intensely happy, and now that I have
really seen what the needs of Africa are, and the eagerness of the people
to learn, I could never be happy to give

LESS THAN MY LIFE,
which is so small. .

Last evening we were roused from our peaceful occupations hearing
two rifle reports, and a regular stampede outside our house; we rushed to
the door, but were quickly told to shut all up, as a leopard was rushing
about. Mr, F.had fired two shots, but missed it in the dark. A large
search party was formed, excited, frightened natives with spears, rifles,
and long torches, but all their endeavours were in vain, and

THE ANIMAL IS STILL AT LARGE.

This letter should reach you just about Christmas time, but the mails
are so unreliable that I am almost afraid to attempt a seasonable letter—
if it arrives late (although you will see that I have allowed more than 10
weeks), be quite sure that nearly all day my thoughts will be with you in
the homeland.® . . .

As we look back into the little Bethlehem manger, we see the object of
our heart’s devotion—the only power that could separate us, but the only
One around whom we shall all really meet this Christmas- tide. . .

Most probably the Bishop will be here, and we will make desperate
efforts to make things move ; we purpose getting up a carol ; then we shall
unite with

THE WHOLE RANSOMED WORLD

in the native church service. After that, the day’'s feast will take place,
no doubt; probably ducks (shot at the lake) and green peas, which'grow in
our garden all the year round—vegetables will supply a course in them-
selves, for we indulge in much variety, and a separate girl's work consists
in cooking these. We have beans, potatoes, cabbages, carrots, cauliflowers,
marrows, cucumbers, radishes, lettuces, tomatoes, and various native
beans and greens all growing in our garden. Then I suppose I shall
attempt a Christmas pudding (for I am pudding and cake maker)—it will
not be an easy job to out-do the men in this item, for I never tasted such

* It was received on January 7th, rgor,
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